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Abstract

This research paper aims to assess the factors that influence journalist’s freedom in the media
houses by comparing two commercial media. The reasons that initiated the researcher to study
on the factors affecting journalistic freedom is that while the media has a responsibility to
provide information to the community and Media versions of reality have the potential to
influence public opinion and decision making processes the researcher observe, the coverage of
different poltical and social topics in the selected media house (Ahadu radio and Fana FM) are
unalike intermes of journalistic principle, after the country political change (reform). Therefore
who has and who does not have access to the media and can make their voice heard is a crucial
question with serious political consequences. The study is free from any personal opinion and
follows a research principle. To address the research objective purposive and proportional
sampling technique was used. The respondents were selected based on their better
understanding for the subject and based on their work experience. From the total population 89
sampled journalists were selected. 89 questioners were distributed. Among 89 questionnaires
about 85 respondents were accurately filled. Data gathered were analyzed based on these 85
responses using SPSS 23 software package. Descriptive statistics research approach was
employed. All out puts were reported using frequency. The result indicates that both media
analysis indicates that Government Intervention, Journalist are afraid of prison and threat
commonly affect journalist freedom. However, editor interference affects journalist freedom in
Fana FM than Ahadu radio. Ahadu radio uses journalist observation for its news sources than
Fana FM radio. Ahadu radio uses people’s view and public issues for its news source but Fana
FM did not use peoples view. Ahadu radio uses different professionals view for its news source
but Fana FM could not frequently use different professionals view as its news sources. The
study recommended that Fana FM radio must amend and revise media’s editorial policies, and
revising rules and regulations of media. Fana FM radio must reduce editors’ role in selecting
what journalists select to cover the news story, or rather that the editors select the story for
journalist they must engage in developing the story the best level. The government officials also
must give sufficient information for different private media For the Freedom of journalist.

Key Words: Ahadu radio, Editors influence, Factors affecting, Government interventions, Fana
FM radio, Journalist freedom



CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

This study is conducted to assess the factors affecting journalist freedom by comparing the two
private media in Ethiopia; i.e. the Fana FM radio from the government affiliated and the Ahadu
radio. This chapter focuses on some basic parts of the research such as background, statement of
the problem, objectives of the study, significance, and scope.

1.1  Background of the Study
After the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 under

international law, the right to freedom of expression has received an increasing attention.

This declaration in Article 19 brifley explan, that everyone has the right to freedom of
expression. This right shall include freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart
information and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers.

However, we are seeing the issue of the right to freedom of expression facing different
challenges on different occasions; especially on journalists. Eun (2009) stated that journalist and
press freedom has become one of the main constraints facing Journalism practice in the world.
Media practitioners or mostly journalists have faced a lot of difficulty to their operations making
them to go out of journalism professional practice. The author further emphasized that freedom
of the press is not guaranteed everywhere in the world, because capital threatens freedom of the

press even in democratic societies.

Kruger (2004) journalists’ independence is one of the fundamental principles of journalism
ethics because it sets up a defense against conflict of interest and competing loyalties. It says
publicly that our work is guided by no allegiance except that to professional standards and the
audiences. The author noted that as journalism is supposed to be a public service, it should be
guided by a code of ethics. Otherwise, journalists face a variety of conflicts of interest including
their own self-interest, as well as the interest of their relatives that affect their integrity,
independence and credibility. As of Baker (2002), “reporter who consider unique values of news,
informational, cultural, or other media products routinely characterize advertisers’ control as

corrupting.”



Some believe that press freedom is all about introverted freedom of journalists to print or air
whatever pleases them. Oji (2006) makes clear argument on the need for freedom of the press
and proposed that the press requires freedom for the reasons of the media must have
constitutional safeguards to enhance the discharge, the media must have access to information;
the media should be protected to protect and prevent the disclosure of sources of information,

and call for the stipulation of freedom of the press in the text of nations’ constitutions.

As of Kruger (2004) most media houses are not owned and controlled by journalists but
journalists are recruited to work in political and economic establishment. Some governments
want to control the flow of information even in most democratic countries such as United States
of America, USA, particularly in war. According to journalism principle journalists’ real social
responsibility is to provide trustworthy and independent accounts of what is going on. In doing
this, they should remain free of associations and activities that may compromise their integrity or
damage their independence as well as their organization’s credibility and to maintain their
independence from those they cover, the journalists should avoid any private interest that is

contrary to the general welfare of the public (Kovach, 2001).

Obijectivity is that the state or a quality of not being influenced by personal bias, prejudice,
feelings and opinions (Ayodele, 1988). In professional journalism, following the objectivity
norm helps journalists to exclude personal views and values from their reporting (Broersma,
2010). Hence, objective news-reporting and being independent is that not having of inferences,
judgment and slanting. Within the democratic societies, the thought of trying to be balanced, fair,

truth or objective within the mass media could be a reasonable working standard.

Reporters Sans Frontier (2019) noted that in the past year, Ethiopia has moved out from being
one of Africa’s biggest jailers of journalists to being a country where journalists can now fulfill
their role as a fourth estate and criticize the government. The report asserted that current
government has moved in a swift and spectacular manner by releasing imprisoned journalists,
unblocking access to news websites and lifting bans on media outlets that had been imposed by
the previous regime. Ethiopian journalists were entertained new era after the countries mainly

political reform.



As reported by International Media Support (IMS, 2018) following some reforms in the year
2018 the government led by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has brought about a number of positive

measures pointing towards new reform.

However, still journalists are faced with a variety of difficulties which challenge their
professional independence. Even though there is a concern in reforming Ethiopian media
policies, there were different political, social and economic issues happened in Ethiopia.

Different media houses accounted the same events in different ways.

The reasons that initiated to study on the factors affecting journalistic freedom mostly in
mainstream media in Ethiopia israrely studied and givena little attention after the
country political change (reform). As a result, it is highly demanding and important to study the
journalists™ views in practicing their freedom particularly in Ahadu Radio and Fana FM. The
major importance of this study is that it helps partisan policy makers, media owners and media
practitioners to understand how the lack of Journalist independence affects journalistic
objectivity. Hence, it's to hold out further studies within the field to explore factors that devalue

journalist’s freedom within the Ethiopian media context.

111 Background of Fana Broadcasting Corporate

As stated by Fana Broadcasting Corporate (FBC) is one of Media Company in the country
owning a big media complex in the capital Addis Ababa, and also in some of its regional

transmission centers.

It was found in 1980 by the Name voice of Ethiopian people’s peace, democracy and liberty
organization (EPPDLO); and the purpose for which the radio was founded was giving
information on Tigray Peoples Liberation Front (TPLF) reason to fight, Derg’s brutality and
announcing the earlier victories for Ethiopian people ( Maseresha, 2018)

But In 1994 by November After the downfall of durge, the radio station have got the name Radio

Fana and continued as a commercial media under the ownership of endowment institutions.



Fana Broadcasting Corporate (FBC) has opened 11 FM stations in different places of the
country, and it is in an immense effort to expand its transmission to be accessed throughout the

country (Fana Broadcasting Corporate, 2021).

FBC always tries to be public-oriented. The institution‘s day-to-day activity is to protect the
public’s ‘interest and to satisfy its need. It works for the development and improvement of
democracy, for equality of nations and nationalities, and for a one‘s nation economically united
society, and it works for the establishment of smooth and developmental relationship between
the public and the government. It works for supremacy of the constitution.

FBC believed that the government is the main developmental entity, thus, it works in
collaboration with the government on development issues; and it follows the principles of
Developmental Communication. According to ( Muluken, 2018 ) “ FBC is an affiliated medium
to Ethiopian People Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF); and it promotes and defends
government policies and strategies. But, it is relatively the strongest medium to challenge

government maladministration and poor implementation of policies and strategies.”

In 2018, FANA TV started broadcasting in Ethiopia on September. This company now has
transmitted different issues, and it is working based on a vision to be one of the best broadcasting
Media in East Africa, as the researcher learnt asking the higher management personnel of the
institution. Currently, Fana Television broadcasts in different languages; Amharic, Afan Oromo,

Tigrigna, and Arabic.
1.1.2 Background of Ahadu Radio and Television

In the past ten years ED Stelar Trading private limited company has contributed great role to the
media industry to fill the gap occurred in the sector. The company since its establishment it
performed annual automotive seminar for ten years without incessantly. Additionally, all over
the country it is a network with a strong base of member and supporters nationwide. This
amiable program has great role to establish Ahadu FM 94.3 with the owner of ED Stelar
Company and becoming the country’s tenth radio station. In 2017, Ahadu Radio 103.4 Started;
and it began with the lIdeology of ‘Ethiopiawinet’ thought and aim to address issues which create

a National unity beyond the country Ethnic based Politics.



Ahadu radio has the first in kind Digital Studio for the country initiated to transmit for 24 hours a
day among other radio stations. Now the company transmits its news, entertainment complexes

and other economic, social and political issues via Television (Ahadu radio, 2021).
1.2 Statement of the Problem

The right to freedom of expression is one of the fundamental rights guaranteed under the FDRE
Constitution in Ethiopia (Timothewos, 2010). The FDRE Constitution Article 29 states that
everyone has the right to freedom of expression without interference. It also states that the media
will be protected by law in order to have the freedom to practice their views and to entertain a
wide range of opinions. Despite these clear constitutional provisions, the Ethiopian laws and
proclamations directly or indirectly regulating the freedom of journalist and impose harsh and

arbitrary sentences on media and journalists for many years.

With all its rewards and hindrances our society is changing itself to the modernized society
which consumes information a lot from different Media. There are different platform which
bring information from each corner of the world directly to our cell phones. But, according to
Ameyu (2014) the basic problem against press freedom in Ethiopia is the use of media as an
instrument than as an independent social institution which has a role in every affairs of a society.
This resulted from autocratic political nature of the country‘s politics, the same to many other
African countries. The author also found out lack of professionalism in Ethiopia has also a great
share in aggravating the descent of press freedom in the country which damages the journalist
freedom to report their NEWS (lbid).

Tamirat (2005); Getachew (2003); and Gebremedhin (2006) some Ethiopian journalists
themselves questioned the role of the Ethiopian press due to the common lack of journalist’s
freedom. Gebremedh in (2006) surveyed this phenomenon that the prolonged disagreement on
the role of professionals in Ethiopian journalism most often related with the political pressure of
those who are in power. The author surveyed that some journalists criticize about their
dissatisfaction due to poor journalistic practices; others complain about the poor quality and
variety of journalistic outputs and still others questioned the independence of Ethiopian mass

media.



The survey conducted by Shimelis (2000) and Mekuria (2005) showed out that on private
newspapers the challenge of journalists in Ethiopia: “Warning, suspending and dismissing from
their jobs, denying training opportunities and promotion are some forms of punishment.
Furthermore, Solomon (2005) fining, harassing the journalists by criticisms made in the meeting,
which is often known as censure, are also forms of punishment. Gudeta (2008) also outlined the
contradiction of the press law has posed a threat to the journalists than promoting their

independence.

Pausewang and Tronvoll (2002) pointed that ‘independent’ journalist mostly private media
journalists in Ethiopia are forced to live under repeat threat of arrest; as a result of which critical
journalism and democratic press that keeps the politicians accountable is undermined. Besides,
he emphasized that these factors are highly influenced by partisanship of ruling party. But, in his
finding, he did not show how these factors affect journalists’ freedom in Ethiopia; he
concentrated only on the prospect and challenges of self-regulation of the private press in

Ethiopia.

The Governance and Social Development Resource Centre (GSDRC, 2010) stated that the state
media are often affiliated with political pressure, lack of professional journalism, and poor-
quality programming as a result of both political interest and business interests. The journalists
were just whistleblowers for the interest of political parties (for example EBC, Walta and FBC,
DW and Tigray TV).

As stated in Meseret (2013) even though the Ethiopian government has been decided to stop
government control or censorship so far, the government didn’t stop interfering indirectly.
Today the government assigned its loyal cadres in each government media organization and
government or state affiliated media are also censor the news and other information before

publishing and after broadcasted.

Human Rights Watch (HRW, 2019) identified that journalists have also reported being assaulted
when covering sensitive issues and the lack of fair and balanced reporting of journalists, threaten

to undermine the hope of change.



In accord with Dawit (2019) even after the country political reform state owned media didn’t
show visible change in press freedom. Still regarding to journalist freedom in Commercial
Media, there were no researches that can show recently how much freedom journalists have

when it comes to reporting within journalistic principle and in balanced way.

However, there were hopes that such problems in the media and in journalist freedom would be
resolved. When Ethiopia makes political change or reform in 2018 with the appointment of Abiy
Ahmed as its Prime Minister, Many detained journalists and bloggers freed. The reforms resulted
in Ethiopia jumping 40 places in the 2019 world press freedom index compiled by RSF from
150" to 110 out of 180 countries ranked.

But then again Attacks on innocent people escalated, many civilians were killed; around 2
million people were displaced, the Dambi Dollow University Female student were kidnaped,
different Reports by opposition political party were released about Addis Ababa illegal land
grabbing. In these cases, while the media has a responsibility to provide information to the
community, the coverage of the media was different, and the way in which the issues are

reported by the two media outlets differs in terms of journalistic principles.

For example, the news on the EPRDF's merger by Fana FM supports the merge process, and in
the case of Ahadu Radio, the news’s were indicated the dangers that could arise if there is no

agreement on the EPRDF merging process

For that reason the study explores how free journalists are within this framework and what
factors contribute to their lack of freedom. Therefore, the researcher initiated that understanding
of challenges of journalist freedom will enable media owners, government officials to develop

independent media and journalists.

Thus, it is necessary to have an in-depth analysis on the issues by examining the factors
influencing journalists Freedom in the commercial media to balance a news story after the

countries reform by comparing two Commercial media.



1.3 Research Questions

1.  How do the selected media houses currently practice journalists’ freedom?
2. What are the factors that differs the selected media house in Entertaining journalist
freedom?

3. What are the factors affecting journalist freedom in the selected media house?
1.4 Objective

141 General Objective
The general objective of this study was assessing the factors that influence journalist’s freedom in the

media houses by comparing two Commercial media.
1.4.2 Specific Objectives

1. To examine the current practice of Selected media houses on journalists’ freedom.
2. To explore factors that drove the media house differs in entertaining Journalist freedom?
3. To identify Factors affecting journalist freedom in the selected media house.

1.5 Significance of the Study

Understanding the factors affecting related with journalist’s freedom have potential value to
media houses, and might help in giving awareness about the factors that compromise the
journalists freedom, objectivity and professionalism of the Ahadu Radio and Fana FM radio.
After the final study this research would help researchers to identify the problem area in the
general economic condition of the country. It would give them background information on major

factors determining journalists’ freedom of expression.
1.6  Scope of the Study

This study focused only on factors that affect journalists’ independence in the Ahadu Radio and
Fana FM radio. Thus, this study would not include employees from other media houses. The
study would limit its scope to collect data and complete the study from December 19/ 2020 up to
September 15/ 2021.



1.7  Ethical consideration
The researcher is a journalist working for Fana Broadcasting Corporate; the institution who the
researcher works for is one of the focus areas in this study, so the researcher would like to make
sure you that the results of this study, as well as the ideas expressed, are not due to personal
opinion. The thesis was done based on the Informed consent, doesn’t use biased ideas except

using Voluntary participation and only assesses relevant components.



CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
INTRODUCTION

This chapter focuses on a review of related literature which would illuminate the subject matter
of the study and sets a foundation for the data analysis and presentation. In this part the
researcher reviewed books, articles and thesis which are related to the subject matter. It
introduces the background knowledge of the subject matter and gives all the necessary
theoretical frameworks for the study.

2.1 Literature Review

2.1.1 Media History in Ethiopia
The history of Ethiopian media started since 1902 by beginning writing news stories on

newspapers in the country (Getachew, 2003). The author outlined that after 1902 there is an
improvement and modernization of newspapers. However, the mass media at the time were
established and run by state government. As a result, the public had no alternative and any other

sources of information (Ibid).

As of Wudineh (2008) the history of Ethiopian media has witnessed that very limited journalists'
independence under the authoritarian leadership of the Emperor Haile Selassie 1 and Derge
Regime. Moreover, as of the author the government used the media only as their mouthpieces
and instruments of their propaganda thus the media did not enjoy its independence and freedom
of expression. In this regard, Wudineh (2008) and Birhanu (2006) argued that dictators have
been common throughout Ethiopian history. Whatever press existed during the reign of Emperor
Haile Selassie |1 (1930-74) and the following dictatorship behaved, only during the 1990s, signs
of a free and independent press emerged. The authors similarly argued that during that decade,

an excess of news magazines and newspapers appeared in Ethiopia.

Moreover, according to Meron (2006, p.26) the Ethiopian Broadcasting Agency announced its
intention to license private broadcasting agencies. Accordingly far, licenses for two private FM
radio stations operating in the capital city and 5 regional community radio stations in the

different Regional capital cities have been granted. However, as of the researcher in December

10



2005, the two private FM Radio stations have not started broadcasting yet. Moreover, the
Ethiopian Broadcasting Agency remains quite until the publication of this paper on the subject of

licensing private Television broadcasters (Ibid).

The African Media Development Initiative (2006) outlined that Television in Ethiopia was
introduced in 1962 with the government owned ETV. Color television started in 1979 on an
experiment basis with regular transmissions starting in 1984 to commemorate the founding of
Workers' Party of Ethiopia (WPE).

Ethiopia granted its first private Television Broadcaster in 2008 with EBS TV, mostly focused
on infotainment. Until very recently there was only 1 private station with most of the stations
being state owned. However, emphasis on liberalization of the TV market eventually led to a
wave of privately owned stations coming about recent years. In 2016 and 2017, more private
broadcasters such as the news centered ENN TV and others like LTV Ethiopia, Fana TV, and
EOTC TV all joined the market. The others were launched recently (Jemaneh, 2017).

Gudeta (2008) in his study outlined the private press began to appear after the downfall of the
Dergue Military regime and the introduction of the press legislation in 1992. However, according
to speech of Kifle in 2003 cited in Dawit (2019), former chairperson of Ethiopian Free
Journalists association asserted that the 1992 repressive press law that severely punished these
flourishing press products in covering of defamation, dissemination of false information and

threat to national security has contributed for the disappearance of some press products.

Zewge (2010) stated that after the elections of May 2005 held in Ethiopia especially private press
media criticize government post-election process and result. The author confirmed that these
dozens of journalists of the private press were poisoned together with opposition leaders with
charges ranging from public incitement to violence to attempts of stimulating genocide filed
against them. These events have led to the exercise of less freedom and more tendencies of self-

censorship.

The report of International Media Support (2018) identified private media journalists were

complained that government denied access to different information, and not invited to

11



government media events. The report asserted that the prime minister’s press briefings are also

often limited to a few select media houses.

2.1.2 Journalism Principles and Professional Practices
The book by Rosenstein and Kovach (2001) noted that journalism is also a discipline that is

guided by different principles, which can be taken as the distinguishing characteristics to other
professions.

Journalism’s is to the truth: As Kovach and Rosenstein (2001) says respect for truth and
public’s right to information is fundamental principles of journalism. The author pointed out that
journalism’s obligation is to the truth.

Journalism first loyalty is to citizens: While news organizations answer too many
constituencies, the journalists in those organizations must maintain loyalty to citizens and the
larger public. More to the point, journalists are the people’s surrogate or speakers, cover issues
which are in the public interest. This means since journalism loyalty is to citizens, news
production should consist of the interest and participations of audiences (Kovach and Rosenstein,
2001, p.17).

Its essence is a discipline of verification: Journalists rely on a professional discipline for
verifying information. Seeking out multiple witnesses, disclosing as much as possible about
sources, or asking various sides for comment, all signal such standards (Kovach and Rosenstein,
2001, p.17).

Its practitioners must maintain an independence from those they cover: Independence is an
underlying requirement of journalism, a cornerstone of its reliability (Kovach and Rosenstein,
2001, p.17).

It must serve as an independent monitor of power: Journalism has an unusual capacity to
serve as watchdog over those whose power and position most affects citizens. Schultz (1998)
states that journalists and editors remain the most insistent advocates of the news media as the
Fourth Estate: watching, questioning, analyzing and informing, often despite the opposition of
their managers who would prefer a more compliant, more entertaining and less critical approach.
It must provide a forum for public criticism and compromise: The news media are the
common carriers of public discussion, and this responsibility forms a basis for public special

privileges (Kovach and Rosenstein, 2001, p.17).
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According to Zelizer (2005) the journalistic professional practice describes what journalists
produce when gathering and presenting news. The author pointed out journalists refer to different
kinds of news stories-items, briefs, reports, series, records, chronicles, accounts, and features-and
have different expectations about the kinds of information each highlights, the style in which it is

written, the position that it occupies in the newscast or newspaper, and the role it plays.

According to Bossio (2011) understanding of journalistic professionalism has revolved around
the acknowledgement of the centrality of news production to contemporary political, social and
cultural governance. The articulation of this social and cultural authority through an
institutionalized formation of journalism as a profession ‘has underlined an attempt to privilege

the role and its responsibilities.

2.1.3 Definition of Terms

Journalist Freedom: refers to an absence of external control on journalists or freedom from the
influence of others, but also describes the capacity of journalists to make decisions and act

according to journalism principle.
Partisanship: is being membership or bias for on some political parties (Retif, 2002).

Financial Incentive: payment intended for journalists by media houses to encourage their
independence and motivate to do objective journalistic practices.

Government intervention: The interference of government bodies in the media activities.
Media ownership: Media house possession owned by private and government.

Media related laws, policies and Ethics: is the subdivision of media houses laws and
guidelines and applied ethics dealing with the specific ethical principles and standards of media,
including broadcast media (Prasad, 2008).

2.1.4 Journalist Freedom

According to Whitten-Woodring and Van Belle (2014) journalism freedom is a fundamental

concept in journalism studies and usually used along the notions of independence and autonomy.
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The concept of independence refers to the sovereignty of editorial decisions, made without the

interference from outside forces (Nerone, 2013).

The notion of autonomy is seen as a set of normative discourses and a set of reporting practices
aimed at ensuring independence from external and internal influences (Hanitzsch et al., 2019). It
seems logical to approach journalistic freedom from its instrumental, rather than intrinsic
dimension — the value of freedom as means to other things, rather than value of freedom as end
on its own right. In that sense, discourse of freedom has to be seen a process, not a single, fixed
state of affair.

Journalistic discourses of freedom, in particular, despite national variations of experience, refer
always to a discrete occupational task of journalists to act ‘autonomously’ and ‘independently’,

free from direct intervention coming from the outside (Sparks, 2008, p.5).

In liberal democracies, as of Voltmer (2014) journalistic freedom has been seen as a part of a
larger group of rights that fall under the umbrella of the right to freedom of speech and freedom
of information. In emerging democracies, it takes the shape of a normative ideal; of journalists

seen as important players in re-establishing democracy and fighting for civil rights.

According to the American society of newspapers editors’, independence is one of the canons of
journalism and is defined as, “Freedom from all obligations except that of the fidelity of the
public interest” (Ahuja, 2001). Independence is also considered as one of the four guiding
principles of journalism (Kruger, 2004, Retief, 2002, and Kovach, 2001). Kruger (2004) outlined
that this principle is significant because the credibility of journalists which is the basis of their
role in a democracy is affected by any perceived or real conflict of interest. The author further
explains that independence is one of the fundamental principles of journalism ethics because it

sets up a defense against conflict of interest and competing loyalties.

In authoritarian regimes, the journalists’ independence can be used to refer to mere pseudo-
freedom. Based on cross-national comparison, Stockmann (2013) argues that media
independence in various authoritarian regimes does not directly follow from the introduction of
market forces into previously state-controlled media systems. Instead, the meaning and reality of
“independence” and its threats vary greatly between different political regimes and media

systems.
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Hallin (2006) has argue that the idea that journalism, as the fourth state, could be truly
independent of other institutions and rise above social divisions and contradictions to produce
knowledge of universal validity was central to the “high modernism” of journalism. In a post
modern perspective, it is fashionable to instead emphasize subjectivity, relativism and the

ubiquity of power relations within which all media and journalists operate (Ibid).

2.1.5 Factors Affecting Journalists’ Freedom

As Kruger (2004) and Retief (2002) certain conditions constrain journalists from practicing as
independent professionals. These conditions often includes accepting gifts, family relationships,
and the influence of friends, financial interests, political interferences and media owners’
interest. As a result, audiences cannot get accurate, fair, and balanced information. In view of
this, a journalist’s first obligation and duty is to maintain her or his credibility with the public,
rather than serving business, or special interests. Even if the journalist’s report is accurate, his or
her independence and credibility is affected if people know about the existence of a conflict
interest (Kruger, 2004).

Partisanship

Within a multiparty political system, journalists should be aware of how to handle issues without
taking sides. If they take the side of one party, they immediately lose their credibility. As Retief
(2002) warns, two things are likely to happen to a journalist if he or she is involved with a
political party. Firstly, the journalist becomes friendly with politicians-and certain politicians
(from a specific party) at that. That journalist will then rightly been seen by others political
parties as partisan. Journalists should therefore strive not to be partisan as it will affect their
independence and credibility as well as that of their publication (I1bid).

In contrast, Kruger (2004) argues that journalists have a right to vote, belong to political parties
and stand for election. But, the author suggests they should try not to be more politically
involved than in voting, because if they are seen as politically partisan, they may damage their
independence and reputation. Furthermore, while commenting on reports and news, journalists
should give significant consideration to ethical issues to avoid conflict of interests, otherwise, it

harms the independence of the journalists (Kruger, 2004 and Ahuja, 2001). Moreover, Ahuja

15



(2001) adds that: “partisanship in editorial comments which is knowingly based on a lie, does

violence to the best spirit of journalism”.

Financial Interest influence

As journalism is not the best paid profession in many places, some journalists look for ways to
supplement their pay to lead a better life and to have personal security (Kruger, 2004). Others
believe that there is less chance of being persecuted and that they will gain more recognition
outside their profession. In view of this, some journalists leave their jobs and work outside their
profession (Forbes, 2005).

Nyamnjoh (2005) explains the consequences of leaving their work:

Many of the experienced journalists have left the profession for more financially lucrative
jobs either overseas or in other employment in the country. In general, poor salaries
throughout the continent have made ‘the profession less attractive to highly- qualified

people’, and ‘media workers susceptible to compromise, bribery and corruption’.(p.74)

According to Nyamnjoh (2004), if journalists actively participate in sharing what they write
about and compromise their integrity to get money, they will lose their independence and
credibility. According to the author focusing on economic issues motivates the press “to kill

stories for bribes, to sell entire print runs to corrupt people.
Kruger (2004) writes:

A journalist could make a lot of money on the side by buying shares and then reporting in
a way that pushes their value up and some have done so. Alternatively, reporters
sometimes get information which is not yet in the public domain and which could help
them make a minute in a form of insider trading. Clearly, that kind of profiteering is

completely unacceptable. (p. 97).

Some government officials escape secret information to journalists for a fee (Hyden et al, 2002).
The authors pointed that sometimes journalists pay subjects to gather information that is difficult
to obtain. However, as the author writes most of the time if the editorial experience and

responsibility in newspapers is weak, the journalists may gather information by paying their
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sources. This is potentially harmful to building democracy. The problem is that these practices
compromise the integrity of journalists and make them less independent as producers of news—

which ultimately affects the credibility of the media (Ibid).

If the journalists and their organizations pursue only business interests, instead of respecting their
ethical issues, journalistic independence and credibility will be compromised (Kovach and
Rosenstiel, 2005). For example, if the editors and owners of the organization focus on economic
interest, they may allow their newspaper to be used by individuals or interest groups to blackmail

other institutions, individuals or interest groups.

Media Ownership

A structural factor which might impact on the independence of journalists is media ownership.
Before the 1990s, much of the African media was owned by the state and served as instrument
for propaganda (Hyden et al, 2002). These media have not played a significant role in the
democratization process. However, the private media played a great role by probing government
politics and behavior (Ibid).

As Netsanet (2005) cited in Thomas and Nain (2004) note “African governments are all too
eager to capitalize upon any concessions or oversights on the part of their critics to divert
attention from their own excesses via the media and freedom of expression. Controlling the
media is often seen as a sway from the public’s side while governments consider it as a weapon
of repression. Before the 1990s, much of the African media was owned by the state and served as
instrument for propaganda (Wudineh, 2008) cited in Hyden (2002). These media have not played
a significant role in the democratization process. However, the private media played great role by
probing government politics and behavior (Hyden et al, 2002).

However, as Wudineh (2008) argues, all methods of media ownership, both government and
private have an impact on media independence. He also points; there are various forms of
influence that affect journalists’ integrity, independence and credibility based on the type of
ownership. For example, when the owners appoint the editors that safe-guard their policy, the
editors consider themselves as king of the content that the reporter prepares. On the other hand,
unless the editors perform their job based on the interest of the owners, they may be fired
(Kruger, 2004).
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Kovach and Kruger (2004) that media ownership can create a great influence on journalists’
independence in vary ways. For instance, if the media owned privately, journalists is imposed
by the media owner or if it is the state media, may run to serve only the government ideology.

These and other situations have an impact on the journalists’ independence.

Media Related Laws, Policies and Ethics

Ethics is a branch of knowledge which is concerned with the standards of good or bad conduct in
society, using societal norms as a basis for the evaluation of human conduct or behavior. This
indicates that ethics applies to all spheres of life and profession in the society. Every profession
has its ethics. The class of ethics that governs mass media practice is called media ethics.
According to Prasad (2008), “media ethics is the subdivision of applied ethics dealing with the
specific ethical principles and standards of media, including broadcast media, film, theatre, the

arts, print media and the Internet.

A critical look at the legal and regulatory frameworks for the media is very crucial as there are
several implications to the degree to which freedom of expression is guaranteed. One of the
greatest risk to freedom of expression in several transitional democracies in Africa has been the

introduction of media laws that has been used to effectively curb the media‘s ability to report
freely (Street, 2001).

Though most governments in transitional democracies have paid-lip service to freedom of
expression in various circumstances, in reality, they have curtailed and eroded such freedom
through several laws and regulations. Ogbondah (2003) indicates, “Laws do not mean much if
those who are supposed to adhere to them do not do so, nor if the legal acts are contradictory or
ambiguous, thus creating the way for the authorities to evade their responsibilities toward the
public or to take arbitrary actions against perceived wrongdoers. Therefore, it is necessary to

highlight how far the constitutional promise is really fulfilled”.

According to Lee (2003) the philosophy of the president is a significant factor influencing
freedom of the press because media laws and systems are dependent on the presidents'
philosophy. Unfortunately, the current President Myung-Bak Lee follows in the style of military

regimes with regard to the media, especially the electronic media.
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There have been some changes in the factors pertaining to media related laws, policies and
ethical guidelines. Media related laws and policies were the core factor under the military
regimes, especially the fifth republic in Korea (Woo &Joo, 2002). However, under the civilian
and democratic governments the largest factor influencing freedom of the press has changed to

legal proceedings and complaints.

Government Interventions

The media provides a sphere for debate and a set of channels for politicians, candidates, political
parties, interests groups and public as well as the means of publicity and influence for these
actors (McQuail, 2005). On the one hand, governments inevitably need for legitimacy for their

events which need mitigating their actions publicly.

Media in Ethiopia has never been free of government control, Due to this they were subjected to
be a pipe line of propaganda for whoever controls them (Shimelis, 2000 & Skjerdal, 2012).
Campbell (2004) argues news media which is prohibited by government (the ruling party) has
great opportunity to be manipulated by government officials and limits the practice of journalism

to public interest.

The other author Okunna (2002) argue that, there is some form of government control of almost
every national news agency in developing countries; it would be difficult for Journalists to report
any accurate and balanced stories, as they would have loved to do. The history of self-censorship
in the African media has a certain relationship with the continent’s overall political history.
Skjerdal (2010) showed that after independence, it became important for the newborn
governments to use the media to promote national cohesion and economic growth. Ross (2010)
noted the government is using the press law to adjudicate journalists:
Although Article 29 of the Constitution provides freedom of the press, the government used
Article 10 of the 1992 Press Proclamation as authority to restrict the press and prosecute
journalists. Article 10 established the press’s duty to ensure that all media content it
circulated would not give rise to any criminal or civil liability. Additionally, it imposed on
the press the duty to ensure that media content was free from “any criminal offence
against the safety of the State or of the Administration” and did not contain any

defamatory or false accusations against individual nationalities, people, or organizations.
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Finally, Article 10 prohibited media content that encouraged the incitement of conflict
between peoples or agitation of war. It is under this Press Proclamation that the Ethiopian
government prosecuted journalists and limited the freedom of press that is outlined in the

constitution and “necessary to a democratic society. (p. 1050-1051)

Nigussie (2014) surveyed this case that the Ethiopian government has not granted complete
freedom of the press, as a result the media cannot get its full independence in the democracy.
This is because of constant government intervention in the media area through various
techniques. The author maintains that “there is great hostility and acute polarization between

government and private media”. “There is a growing polarization of the Ethiopian state media

(Skjerdal, 2011). The author criticizes the democratic nature of the Ethiopian media situation.

In case of Ethiopia, media houses practices in the country are not free of political interventions.
They rated political constraints that challenge to the practice of investigative journalism.
According to Negeri (2010) government influence media press freedom by government’s
dominance of media ownership, maintaining monopoly on the important sources of information,
overriding media management by appointing media mangers and editors who are members of the
ruling party and imposing restrictive media laws and pro-government judicial practices among

others.
2.1.6 Empirical Literature Review

Dawit (2019) surveyed on the comparative analysis of press freedom practice before and after
the “reform”: case study on Addis Zemen newspaper. The author identifies with the relation to
government intervention on state media close to all informants agreed upon with the practicing
of intervention in the state media have been seen in both before and after the reform. As the
researcher survey analysis result state owned media are not commonly working by itself by
proposing their agenda rather they focuses on after government position is clear and get from
direction. That is why media are the reflection of political interests. “Mostly of the time
journalists purposely sent to report ceremonial issues but when reporting challenge the existence
of government, there were harassment and call uproar, anti-public. However, this research
couldn’t investigate and surveyed practices of journalists’ freedom in mainstream media within

public and private media houses.
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Wudneh (2008) investigated on the challenges to journalistic independence: the case of the
Ambhara national regional state mass media agency. The researcher used questionnaire and
interview to collect data from all journalists in Amhara Mass Media Agency. The researcher
survey result indicates that most of the editors believed that journalists in the Amhara mass
media Agency do not have the authority to choose whatever issue they want to, to write about
and they cannot decide to transmit them because the decision to select and transmit different
kinds of news stories is made by the “Information committee” or the editorial board. Further, the
survey result indicates that the journalists lose interest in doing their job properly. However, this
study couldn’t identify the aspect of established media related laws, policies and ethics factor
and government intervention effect on journalists’ independence. This study was also conducted
before country’s political reform or before Dr. Abiy Ahmed came to power in 2019 thus couldn’t

show current media houses independence practices.

Temesgen (2013) studied on the investigation of the practice of journalism in Ethiopian
television. The study aimed at investigating journalism practice in ETV. In doing so, the study
employed both qualitative and quantitative content analysis. The research data asserted that the
practice of journalism was not done in ETV in line with Journalism Principles. As a principle,
journalism must provide a forum for public criticism and compromise. The study showed that
this principle was not reflected in ETV’s news content because it was the voice of the

government that was being heard in the media.
2.2 Theortical Framework of the study

2.2.1 Social Responsibility Theory

The basic assumptions and components of the social responsibility media theory includes the fact
that: media have obligation to society, media ownership is a public trust, news media should be
truthful, accurate, fair, objective and relevant, media should be free but self-regulated, media

should follow agreed codes of ethics and professional conduct.

McQuail (2005) one of the foremost communication scholars summarized the basic principles of

Social Responsibility Theory as follows:

i. Media should accept and fulfill certain obligations to society
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ii. These obligations are mainly to be met by setting high or professional standards of

informativeness, truth, accuracy, objectivity and balance.

iii. In accepting and applying these obligations, media should be self- regulating within the
framework of law and established institutions.

iv. The media should avoid offensive content triggering crime, violence or civil disorder or harm

to minority groups.

v. The media as a whole should be pluralist and reflect the diversity of theirsociety, giving

access to various points of views and rights of reply.

vi. Society and the public have a right to expect high standards of performance, and intervention

can be justified to secure the public good.

vii. Journalists and media professionals should be accountable to society as well as to employers
and the market.

As indicated by Kevin (2003) the purpose of theory is to explain, comprehend and interpret
phenomena and put forward propositions suggesting why such phenomena occur in the manner
they do. In trying to understand how the media work, their role in society and their impact on
individuals we cannot survive by observation alone. We have to make choices about what is
important, what are the main ideas that enable us to organize our observations and make sense of
the variety of information available and provide the best guide as to what to investigate (P.14-
15).

Agreeing to Hallin and Mancini (2004) most of the classic sociology of journalism of this era
was focused on the critique of the ideology of journalistic professionalism, and surely it was
naive in the extreme to accept the claims of journalists to serve the public purely at face value.
However, the adoption of an ideology of journalism as a public trust is a significant historical
development and should not be dismissed as mere ideology any more than it should be accepted

as pure altruism,. (Pp. 36-37.)

McQuail (1987) summarizes the necessary values of social responsibility theory as follows:-
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* The media include obligations to society, and media ownership is a public trust
» News media ought to be truthful, accurate, fair, objective and relevant

» The media must be free, but self-regulated

 The media must follow agreed codes of ethics and professional conduct

 Under some circumstances, government may require to intervene to defend the public interest.
(Pp, 344).

William Hocking as cited by McQuail (2010, P.343) states that inseparable from the right of the
press to be free has been the right of the people to have a free press. However, the public interest
has advanced beyond that point; it is now the right of the people to have an adequate press. ‘And
of the two rights, he added: it is the right of the public that now takes precedence‘. This is one
fundamental basis for the demand of responsibility.( Yikunnoamlak, 2008) further states that the
social benefits that Ethiopia now expects of its media are comparable to those expectations of

long that surrounded the birth of the Social Responsibility Theory. (Pp.9).

According to the social responsibility theory, the losses of ethical standards in media outlets have
suggestions on the losses of media’s social responsibility. This theory grasps that the media have
duty to society, and media ownership is a public trust and news media ought to be truthful,
precise, fair, objective and significant in order to be socially accountable (McQuail, 2010). The
theory also emphasizes the responsibilities of the media in packaging the contents of media
based on the social reality (Asogwa and Asemah, 2012). Hence, this theory was adopted for this
work because it mallets on the journalistic principles upon which journalists operate. Prominent

in this principle is the issues of objectivity and other ethical issues in news reporting.

The theory addresses that objectivity is an attempt of journalists or reporters to avoid injecting
their personal opinion into any news story they are assigned to cover. The theory also involved a
view of media ownership as a form of public trust or stewardship, rather than as an unlimited
private synchronization. Hence, social responsibility should be reached by self-control, without
intervention (McQuail, 2010).
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To some scholars, the requirements of objectivity make it possible for sources to manipulate the
news and only serve to conceal bias, whether this is intended or unintended (Akpan et.al, 2012).
Objectivity has its own elements, which include balance and even-handedness in presenting
different sides of an issue, accuracy and realism of reporting, presentation of all main relevant
points, separation of facts from opinion, but treating opinion as relevant, minimizing the
influence of the writer’s own attitude, opinion or involvement and avoiding slant, rancor or

devious purpose (McQuail,1992).

Obijectivity is all about factuality and fairness. Regarding factuality, it has two main features: the

first aspect is the form of reporting, which agreed with events and statements that can be checked

Owens (1994) made an interesting attempt at formulating a concise definition for social
responsibility in the media, from the perspective of a developing country. He maintains that as
part of its responsibility to serve public interest, the mass media are expected to inform the
citizenry of what goes on in the government which in a way keeps rulers in check. Similarly, the
media should be reporting on and promoting discussion of ideas, opinions and truths toward the
end of social enhancement; acting as a nation’s ‘bulletin board’ for information and mirroring the
society and its peoples just the way they are, thus exposing the heroes and the villains (Owens,
1994).

2.2.2 Gate keeping Theory

Varies scholars conceptualize gate keeping theory in different way. For instance, as Shoemaker
(2009 p. 515) described that the concept of gate keeping theory simply put, “gate keeping is the
process by which billions of messages that are available in the world get cut down and
transformed in to hundreds of messages that reach a given person on a given day’’. Shoemaker
et al. (2001) have also underlined that gate keeping goes beyond the simple story selection. In
essence, “gate keeping is the practice of deciding why one story is selected to be reported and the
other is not” (Bruns, 2006, p. 12).

Similarly, as of Fourie (2004) Gate keeping is defined as follows:

Gatekeeping is the process through which certain information passes a series of check

points (gates) before being finally accepted as news material. And, Gatekeepers are the
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people or groups that have an impact on this process. They are part of the news
organization and their influence can also extend beyond the daily tasks of news

identification, newsgathering and publication. (p. 45).

We can understand that from the above points, get-keeping theory focuses on the selection news
mechanism. Furthermore, it is the identification of broader trends in news selection—across
individuals, and media outlets, and time that have made gat keeping a particularly fruitful theory

of news selection.

Moreover, gate keeping theory is one of the reviewing approaches to a news production. Gaye
(2002) notes that from the early functionalist gatekeeping theory to a more recent of this
approach which examine the factors that shape news production see also (Curran, 2000). Social
psychologist Kurt Lewin, first coined the phrase ‘gatekeeping’, refers to a mother who is a
gatekeeper for a family meal, decides what food ends up the dinner table (Lewin, 1947). He then
noted how gatekeeping could determine the passage of news item through communication
channels in a group (Lewin, 1947). Acknowledging Lewin’s comments, in 1950, White (1964)
related the idea to journalism. In the 1970s McCombs and Shaw modified this idea, noting how
audiences understand the value of a news item. Hence, they linked gatekeeping to agenda setting
(McCombs et al., 1976). More recently, Fourie (2004) summarized that history: “The gatekeeper
concept is now 50 years old and has slipped into the language of many disciplines, including gate

keeping in organizations” (p. 54).

In the context of journalism, gatekeepers control what the public knows about events by allowing
some stories to be published and keeping other stories from being published. Berger(1995)
expands that idea as follows: “Gatekeeping theory demonstrates to us, the news we get in the
final analysis, someone’s view of what is important news or news that will attract and keep the

attention of readers or audiences — not necessarily what is important news” (Berger, 1995,p 65).
According to Bruns (2005) there are three stages of the gate-keeping process:

Newsgathering only by staff journalists closed editorial hierarchy. Editorial selection
letters/calls to be made public. At the input stage, journalists themselves chose news stories

to be covered. They narrate stories by combining input from various sources with
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background and context information. The information is synthesized from multiple sources
into one coherent news report, which is published as a product itself and which does not
necessarily disclose the original sources of information. At the output stage, editors make
the final decision and select from journalists’ material stories to be reported and published.
At the response stage, a restrict number of audiences’ responses are selected to be

incorporated in the day’s paper or in the on-air broadcast. (p. 12),

On the other hand, with respect to the process, gatekeeping may be done internally in the
newsroom or externally. These gatekeepers in the newsroom like directors, editors and
department heads frequently select, check and allow particular kinds of news stories. These
gatekeepers may intervene in the content of the news before it is aired. This process inhibits

journalists’ independence in playing their role.

On the other hand, external gatekeeping is evident in the way the state restricts media coverage
of issues if its economic interests and the development needs the society are in danger (Fourie,
2004). Fourie (2004) states that the main role of reporters is story production. They do not have
the authority to select the type of news other than making suggestions about possible news items.
Thus, as editors play several gatekeeping roles that hinder the performance of reporters, the

journalists may be motivated to practice self-censorship.

Gatekeeping can be influenced by several factors. It seems that events are more likely to pass
through the media gates if they are consistent with an expectancy (Singer, 1998; Snider, 1967;
White, 1950), if they concur within the time frame of publication (Singer, 1998) and if they are
unpredicted stories (Singer, 1998). Similarly, values of both gatekeepers and their audience can
influence stories’ choice (Beard & Olsen, 1999; DeFleur, 1966; Singer, 1998). If an event or
issue passes through the gate once, it is likely that it will pass through the gate again (Singer,
1998). In daily coverage, some issues or events are collected purely because they diverge from
others (Singer, 1998). Additionally variables that can affect gatekeepers’ choices are expert
judgment and motivation (D. A. Berkowitz, 1997), political ideology (Chang & Lee, 1992),
education and other background experiences (Peterson, 1979), class position and career pressures
(Gans, 1979).
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Some evidence shows that journalists view the gatekeeping role as changing and adjusting rather
than vanishing. Media newsrooms are adapting their characterization of gatekeepers to include
concepts of both quality control and sense-making (Singer, 1997). In his book the Power of
News, Schudson (1995) appeals readers to envisage a world in which everyone has the ability to
distribute news to everyone else through a computer. He has imagined an ecosystem in which
everyone can be his or her own journalist. He has advocated that individuals would be rapidly
lost to figure out which sources are relevant and accurate. Someone will be needed to sort out the
legitimate information. Moreover, in order to find the best content, audience would prefer to be

helped by trusted and impartial sources such as media organizations than other sources.

Hence, the world imagined by Schudson (1995) is not so far from the recent reality, questioning
the traditional role of gatekeeper-journalists. Major reasons for gate keeping include the

following;

1. In exercising its "surveillance" function, every news medium has a very large number of
stories brought to its attention daily by reporters, wire services, and a variety of other

sources.

2. Due to a number of practical considerations, only a limited amount of time or space is
available in any medium for its daily presentations of the news to its audience. The

remaining space must be devoted to advertising and other content.

3. Within any news organization there exists news perspective, a subculture that includes a
complex set of criteria for judging a particular news story - criteria based on economic
needs of the medium, organizational policy, definitions of newsworthiness, conceptions
of the nature of relevant audience, and beliefs about fourth estate obligations of

journalists.

4. This news perspective and its complex criteria are used by editors, news directors, and
other personnel who select a limited number of news stories for presentation to the public
and encode them in ways such that the requirements of the medium and the tastes of the

audience are met.
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Consequently, personnel in the news organization become gatekeepers, letting some stories pass
through the system but keeping others out, thus limiting, controlling, and shaping the public's
knowledge of the totality of actual event occurring in reality. Even if the journalists want to
report their findings, they are afraid of their editors or managers (Ray and Taylor, 1988 and
Fourie, 2004) .On the other hand, the gatekeepers’ are guided by a variety of rules and
regulations that are found in their media. Sometimes external frameworks like the intervention of
authoritative bodies influence journalists’ decision-making. Besides, these authoritative bodies
play a gatekeeping role either directly or indirectly to shape the content of the news to suit their
interests. In the case of broadcasting, this may be done by appointing board managers from the
cabinet (Fourie, 2004).

Biases in news selection have been portrayed as a function of a variety of factors, including, for
instance: the organization-level factors such as administrative characteristics, working
procedures, and cost and time constraints (e.g., Bass, 1969; Berkowitz, 1991; Donohue, Olin,
and Tichenor 1989; Gieber, 1964; Jones, Trohldahl, and Hvistendahl, 1961; Shoemaker et al.
2001) the story-level factors such as the geographic proximity of the story, visual features (for
television), the clarity (ready interpretability) of the story, and story types—disasters, economics,
crime, etc. (e.g., Abbott and Brass, 1989; Galtung and Ruge, 1965) extra-organizational, or
professional, factors such as journalistic values and norms, and views of ‘‘newsworthiness’’

(e.g., Gans, 1979; Johnstone, Slawski, and Bowman, 1972).

Generally, Bass (1969) argue that the most important gatekeeping activity occurs within the
news organization, involving two stages, newsgathering and news processing. His model outlines
how writers, reporters, local editors and translators gather news and how editors and copy editors
turn it into copy and a completed story. This model shows that journalists who gather and
process news are gatekeepers, and how individual preferences are crucial to gate keeping. The
journalists identify events, select details and supervise publication. At each step, gate keeping
theory suggests, these journalists, as gatekeepers, impose the values of their newsroom to
produce a newspaper that reflects more their perceptions of news than the reality of it. So,

journalists’ individual preferences are crucial in gate keeping (1bid).
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CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Design and Approach

Creswell (2009), research approaches are plans and procedures for research that span the steps
from broad assumptions to detailed methods of data collection, analysis, and interpretation. The
study used descriptive research design for this particular research. The aim of descriptive
research is to provide an accurate and valid representation of the factors or variables that pertain
are relevant to the research question. Therefore, the study has described the factors affecting

journalist freedom.

For media studies it is better to choose appropriate methodologies. This study would approach
the combination of qualitative and quantitative methods to answer the basic research questions. It
is a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods since it includes the elements of both
approaches (Zoltan, 2007). In mixed methods research, data collection involves both the
collection of quantitative and qualitative data and this would help to understand the research

problem and important to answer the research questions.
3.1.1 Quantitative Research

The quantitative research refers to approaches of empirical inquiry that collect, analyze, and
display data in numerical rather than narrative form (Muijs, 2010). This research method uses to

explain phenomena by collecting numerical data and analyzing based on mathematical method.

This research approach involves survey, content analysis, experimental studies and non-
experimental studies. Survey is a research design in quantitative research. It is a method used by
social scientists to empirically and scientifically study and provide information about people and
social phenomena (Lavrakas, 2008). For that reason, questionnaire was used by the researcher in
this study to collect the attitude, behavior, experience and understanding of journalists toward the

factors affecting journalist freedom.
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3.1.2 Qualitative Research approach

According to Kothari (2004), the qualitative approach of research is concerned with subject
assessment of attitudes, opinions, and behavior; in this situation the researcher‘s role are
understandings and impression. This research approach is an interpretive research in which the

researcher has a direct contact with the participants.

The main focus in qualitative research is to understand, explain, explore, discover and clarify
situation, feelings, perceptions, attitudes, values, believes and experience of a group of people
(Kumar, 2011).The qualitative method includes observation, and interview. In-depth Interviews
are a very common research tool used in social science studies. In-depth interviews provide full
explanation and understanding of an issue being addressed through finding the opinions,
explanations and viewpoints of journalists’ respondent that are covered by the study. The basic
premise of this methodology is, such integration permits a more complete and synergistic
utilization of data than using quantitative and qualitative data collection and analysis separately.
This is what Wimmer and Dominic (2011) termed triangulation, which refers to the use of both
qualitative methods and quantitative methods to fully understand the nature of a research
problem. Thus, the researcher used the qualitative research techniques in- depth interviews with
Ahadu radio and Television and Fana FM radio journalists to investigate deeply their freedom in

their media houses.
3.2 Target Population of the Study

Population is the entire aggregation/total of items from which samples can be drawn. The
population of interest for this research was journalists found in both Ahadu Radio and Fana FM.
Both were selected, based on the pilot study of the researcher, the two media houses extensive

cover political issues and they have greater influence over the audience.

Fana FM has been chosen for the study because as it registered as a private or commercial media
under the country's Broadcast law; (Muluken, 2018) stated Fanaas government affiliated
Comercial media. Ahadu radio has been also chosen as it is concentrate more on political news

stories among privately owned Media. Thus, the samples were drawn from these populations.
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3.3 Sampling Technique and Sample Size

The sampling method that was used in this research is purpose sampling technique, in which
respondents were selected based on journalists’ better understanding of the problem (journalists’
freedom). In this study, the researcher employed purposive sampling procedure to select subjects
of the study.

Purposive sampling technique has been employed because reporters, editors and producers had
been direct relation with main news production process and in broadcasting the selected four
cases and assumed have a better understanding of the challenges the face with their journalism
profession and objectivity. Fana FM radio and Ahadu radio were selected as the subject of the
present study and the researcher selected journalists from these two media houses working at
Headquarter office in Addis Ababa. Consideration was given select these two media houses by
considering their mostly engaged on main news related stories. The population of this research
was journalists who work in Fana FM and Ahadu radio. All populations in this sample assumed

to be homogenous (no segmentation geographically level).

According to both Fana FM and Ahadu radio Human resource department there are about 95

permanent journalists in Fana FM radio and about 21 permanent journalists in Ahadu radio.

In order to determine the required sample size the following In order to get the sample size from

the media found in head office, the following Yamane’s (1967) formula has been used.

N
T 1EN(E)R

[y

Where: N = the population size,
n = sample size

E = the level of precision
n=115/1+115(0.05)2

n=89
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3.4 Data Sources and Collecting Instruments

This study was used primary and secondary source of data. Secondary data include both
quantitative and qualitative data. Secondary data are usually collected from journals, existing
reports, books, and internet websites, unpublished and published materials, and thesis (Saunders,
et al., 2009). The secondary data for this particular study was collected from television journals,
books, research publications, you tube, social websites and company brusher and reports. The
secondary data was aids the researcher as specific reference and explore different construct,
models and theories important to this study. In order to balance and see the NEWs coverage and
analyze the case secondary sources of data such as you tube stories, documented reports in both
Ahadu radio and Fana FM radio has been used as main sources. All the news stories (videos)

were downloaded from the media official YouTube channel and transcribed.

This research mainly used primary source of data. According to Hollensen (2007) primary data
can be defined as “information that is collected first-hand, generated by original research tailor-
made to answer specific current research questions”. This research used the survey as a method
of data gathering associated with quantitative research as it is useful for generating quantifiable
data.

3.4.1 Questionnaire

Structured questionnaire was used the main data survey method using a five point likert response
scale. Questionnaire is a popular method of data collection instrument in quantitative research.
Barr, Davis and Johnson (As cited in Singh, 2006) questionnaire is a systematic compilation of
questions that are submitted to a sampling of population from which information is desired.
Close ended and open ended question was used to collect the survey. According to Cozby (2001)
using both closed and open-ended questions helps the researchers to get adequate data from
respondents while they express their feelings or opinions in detail. Open ended questions can
yield valuable insights into what people are thinking. That is to use a question that offers the
respondents a variety of different opinions that he/she was invited to agree or disagree with. This
is a more reliable way of finding journalists opinion from the selected two media houses. Closed-

ended questions give an answers that are prepared in related with the research subjects. It is
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quicker to answer which means more questions can be asked and there is less risk that people

will be annoyed by excessive ideas.

The questionnaires were developed in English language. Pilot study was employed to increase
the reliability of the questionnaire before the actual study conduct. At the pilot stage, the
researcher would select some participants from both media house those were out of the sample
actual study. After the findings of the pilot study and necessary amendments and corrections, the

questionnaire has been administered for 85 journalists and data collection was started.
3.4.2 Interview

According to Wimmer and Dominick (2006) intensive or in-depth interviews are essentially a
hybrid of one-on-one interview approach which is the most effective for information gathering
when dealing with small number of respondents. For this particular research semi structured
interview questions were employed. This type of interview involves which the interviewer asks
only a few predetermined questions while the rest of the questions are not planned in advance.
(Grix, 2004). This may help to give a chance to the respondents to articulate their answers, ides,
believes and opinions in their own term. Moreover, it helps the researcher to forward follow up
questions. In addition to that in-depth interview helps to verify the quantitative finding to the
answers given by similar questions but in different format. Therefore, to achieve the intended
objectives not addressed by structured questionnaire, structured and unstructured interview was

also employ to address research objectives not addressed by structured questionnaire.
3.5 Data Collection Procedure

The first step was to council and taking advice from the advisor. The second step after building
the questions and was to run the pre-test for checking the efficiency and appropriateness of
questionnaire and interview guidelines in order to explore the relevant and irrelevant items in the
questionnaire and interview. The third step was taking formal letters from the university that
support researcher to get sufficient information from the journalists. The last step would be to

conduct the survey and collecting data.
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3.5.1 Time Frame and Story selection

The study assesses the practice of Freedom of journalist in Broadcast Media focusing on Ahadu
Radio & Television and Fana Broadcasting Corporate. The researcher selected Sample Story
which aired from November 2019 - November 2020.

The researcher selected news items during this period that focused on four topics. These include
the EPRDF merger, the abduction of female students at Denbidwolo University, the illegal land

grabbing in Addis Ababa, and the attacks on innocent people.

The stories were chosen because the researcher confiremed in the pilot study, the topics are so
difficult for journalists to use their freedom regarding to producing and planning a news story
based on these topics: In terms of the nature of the news, they require the inclusion of one or
more parties, which is why it is convenient to question how well the principles of journalism

have been respected while producing and broadcasting these storyes.

The Research initial time period was selected because the administration of Prime Minister Dr.
Abiy Ahmed, who is already in the process of “ changing the countries,” has dismantled the
EPRDF, introduced the New Prosperity party (PP), alternative polices, and made numerous
appointments and resignations, as well as identity-based attacks Continued and numbers of

displaced people were occurred in the country .

After the country political reform, Dr Abiy Administration’s new decisions and views were
criticized by some opposition, as attacks on civilians and cost of living begin to rise, the
researcher chooses this time of year, believing that it was a time to evaluate how journalists
operate their work or way of inclusive reporting without interference or pressure of anything

which affects their independence.

The time frame is ended in, when the Tigray conflict is erupted. The so called “Tigray War”
began around midnight of 3—-4 November 2020. So this time frame is chosen to ask how free are
journalists to do there news reporting in different approaches. Starting from (January 2019 up to
October 2020), time frame different news story issue will be selected from Ahadu Radio and

Fana FM analysis.
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3.6 Data Analysis Methods and Presentation

Descriptive statistics analysis has been employed using statistical software called Statistical
Package for Social Science VV23. Descriptive statistics such as percentage analysis, and mean that
was used to interpret the data gathered through questionnaires and interview. The data gathered
through questionnaires was fed into SPSS to make the data ready for processing. At last

presentation and report has been done through graphs, figures, and tables.
3.7 Reliability and Validity

Validity and reliability are the most critical criterion and indicates the degree to which an
instrument measures what it is supposed to measure. The questionnaire was carefully designed
and tested with a few members of the population for further improvements. Content validity of
the survey questionnaire was validated by professionals and media staffs. A pilot test was used to
ensure validity, a pre-test was sent to five respondents to see if the questionnaire contains
anything that was hard to interpret. The questionnaire has been prepared in by checking
appropriate language editing made by experts regarding its simplicity, coherence, and whether

the items were clearly understandable. In addition to this the reliability has been increased by:

» Appropriate language editing made by experts regarding its simplicity, coherence, and

whether the items were clearly understandable.

> Questionnaires were prepared in English and Amharic. Therefore journalists have choice
to respond their agreement on their language. Amharic Translation was made and
validated by language Professionals and some part of Amharic language was taken from

different sources.
3.8 Research Ethics

Before the data collection, the ethical issues have been taken in to consideration at when the
study is conducted. Appropriate communication has been undertaken with the respondents.
During data collection respondents was informed the objective of the research. Anyone who
might not interest to involve and bring any information was not included in the study. Therefore

the study has not raises any ethical anxiety.
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CHAPTER FOUR
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
INTRODUCTION

This chapter explains the analysis and interpretation part of the study. It focuses on examining
the comparative analysis of factors affecting journalist freedom in Ahadu Radio and Fana FM
radio. The data collected is mainly based on respondents’ expectations and perceptions of the
various items. The first part of the questionnaire consists of general information of the
respondents. The second part of the questionnaire presents the descriptive analysis on journalist
response on their freedom based on selected four cases. In this analysis SPSS version 23 was
used to make the necessary calculations. A total of 89 questionnaires were distributed to
potential respondents and among the distributed questionnaire 85 of them were successfully
collected with 95% response rate and analyzation was made based on this data.

4.1 Demographic Profile of the Respondents
4.1.1 Gender Profile of the respondents

The following figure indicates the gender profile of the respondents included in this study.

M rale
B Female

Figure 1: Gender category of the respondents

From the figure 1 above about 42.35% of the respondents were female and about 57.65% of the

respondents were male. From this finding one can infer that most of the respondents were male.
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In this research both genders were involved in the study and thus the finding of the study did not

suffer from gender bias.

4.1.2 Age Category of the respondents

S0

B0

40—

Percent

20—
[2a12 |
- 15-30 31-45 a6-60
Age

Figure 2: Age category of the respondents

From the above figure 2 about 9.412% of the respondents were within the age of less than 15-30
years, about 70.59% of them were within the aged of 31-45 years, and about 20% were within
the age of 46-60 years. This is an indication that respondents were well distributed in terms of
their age category. The age category implies that the respondents were comprised of
heterogeneous groups in their age; which in turn enabled the researcher to get varied responses

across the sample units fairy distributed. Hence, again the study did not suffer from age bias.

4.1.3 Marital Status

m Single
B marrisd
O piverced
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Figure 3: Marital status of the respondents

Concerning the above figure 3 about 42.35 % of the respondents were singles, about 3.53% of
the respondents were widowed and about 54.12% of them were married. From these finding
most of the respondents were single.

Table 4.1 Summary of education level, work position and work experience of the respondents

Question Response Category Frequency Percentage
Your education level | Degree 21 25
Masters and above 64 75
Total 85 100
Work position in the | reporter 35 41
companies senior reporter 15 18
Producer 14 16
Editor 21 25
Total 85 100
Work experience in | <3year 7 8.2
the companies 4-6 year 49 57.6
7-9 year 29 34.1
Total 85 100

Source - FBC and Ahadu Radio Human resource

Based on the above table 4.1 about 25 % of the respondents were degree holders, about 75% of
the respondents were masters and above degree holders. From these finding most of the
respondents were master degree holders and educated. Thus, one can infer that respondents

assumed to have best knowledge in factors affecting their freedom.

The respondents’ currently held position in the media indicates that about 41% of them were
junior reporter, about 18% were senior reporter, and about 16% of them were producer and 25%
of them were editors. From the total length of years’ respondents were working in the media

indicates that about 8.2% of them were less than three years, about 57.6% were working 4-6
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years, and about 34.1% of them were working for 7-9 years. Thus, most of the respondents work

experience in the companies was above three years in two media.
4.2 Comparative Descriptive Statistics result on the factors affecting journalist freedom

This part discusses the respondents’ opinion by comparing Ahadu radio and Fana FM radio
journalist on the factors affecting their freedom. Responses were measured on five point Likert

scale with 1= Strongly Disagree; 2= Disagree; 3= Neutral; 4= Agree; and 5 = Strongly Agree.

4.2.1 Respondents’ opinion on Media making satisfactory news on selected four news

stories

This part discusses about the questions of “Did you assume that your media Broadcast balanced

news Stories about the following four cases” on both Ahadu and Fana FM radio journalists.

Table 4.2 Descriptive statistics result summary on Ahadu radio and Fana FM radio journalist
response about making on satisfactory coverage on four cases

Questio | Options Ahadu Radio Fana Radio
ns
Responses Responses
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
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Dollo university

Dembi
abduction

1(4.8%)
7(33.3%)
3(14.3%)
10(47.6%)
28(43.8%)
32(50%)
4(6.3%)

Based on the above table4.2 analysis result most of the respondents about 38.1% of them were

agreed that Ahadu Radio has been made satisfactory news stories about EPRDF merging case.

Ahadu radio discusses the opposition and supporting of EPRDF merging by using different cites
and sources.

“There should be sufficient discussions and agreement between the default parties

(ADP, ODP, SNNDP, TPLF) to be merged to new party, EPRDF should be merged based

on bilateral consensus, EPRDF’s mother parties should clear negotiations unless the

merging case would leads to Ethiopia to disintegration. The mother parties better to identify

the common issues. Thus, there should be bilateral and open discussions for the peoples and

negotiation between the four EPRDF parties” (Ahadu radio, August 08, 2020, 00:01-
11:02).

Ahadu radio at its Abiy Guday program discusses the studies by the party. The EPRDF merging
agenda finding highlights the initiation to merge, importance of merging EPRDF, its opportunity
to Ethiopia and the threats to new party by raising different facts. The finding indicates that the
party could not include other regional states to decide on their role in this country and the party
creates divergence between the parties and the people. But, TPLF opposed by described the
movement and the way to merge EPRDF is “devastating and danger of country decompression”.
The media further reported that TPLF excluded itself from the merging movement (Ahadu radio,
March 11, 2020, 00:01-07:23).

Ahadu radio further transmitted the statements about the threats about EPRDF merging raised by
different parties, professionals and individuals. The prime minister said that | could not decide
on the issue and it is better to merge by referencing MEDEMER book. But, the merging
movement is reported to citizens at the time of the completion of final agreement (Ahadu radio,
June 09, 2020, 00:01-04:27).
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While in Fana FM most of the respondents about 37.5% of them were agreed that the media
made satisfactory news stories about EPRDF merging stories. In Fana FM there was high
discouraging of different views sourcing policy that could not support prosperity party. Fana FM
radio made news stories only by using sources who support EPRDF merging stories but could
not able to balance the opposition views. Fana FM radio articulated regional state speeches and
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed on the advantage of EPRDF merging (Fana FM radio, 02 October,
2020, 00:01-05:08). This news stories could not address the views of opposition parties and other
EPRDF mother parties.

Fana FM radio tried to address the threats behind EPRDF merging by sourcing the following.
The media sources only two individuals who oppose the threats arisen by opposing parties. The
party merging would not destroyed federalism and identity. The media focused only past
experience of the EPRDF. The media covered importance of merging EPRDF to new political
parties (Fana FM radio, 24 October, 2020, 00:01-05:08).

Concerning the news story on civilian attacks most of the respondents about 42.9% of the
respondents were agreed that Ahadu Radio made satisfactory news. From then news production
coverage found on you tube covered in different days. Ahadu radio on its Ankuar news covered
by framing “solution less civilian attacks in western Wollega.” The media narrated by sourcing
attacked civilians. Ahadu radio tried to balance the news by calling to Oromia regional state
communication affairs. However the official was not willingness to give appropriate response (
Ahadu radio, 19 May,2021,00:01:24 min).

Ahadu hugely covered the civilian attacks on western union by sourcing civilians as follows;

“We are at died bodies bury, civilian Amharas were massacred and died, and government
hospitals were not served for the injured. Terrorists are freely massacring Amharas. Huge died
bodies could not be collected and made funeral ” (Ahadu radio, May,2021,00:01-03:06).

However, most of the respondents about 56.3% of them were disagreed that Fana FM made
satisfactory news on civilian attacks in Ethiopia. From this result one can infer that Ahadu radio
made satisfactory news than Fana FM. Fana FM radio coverage on the views of civilian attacks

from different individuals as follows. “I have not any legal warranty, I am on high risk, many
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civilians were attacked and died and | have high threats. The media sentenced that this type of
threats of individuals as government must be autocratic rather than democratic”. (Fana FM,
Septmber, 2020, 00:01-02.33).

Fana FM radio included the views and recommendations and speech of Ethiopian Human right
director as “Citizens have the right to be protected by state government, citizens life
safeguarding is the precondition to the sustainability of government. There should be strong
police and security forces in Ethiopia and keep the life security of individuals . (Fana FM, July,
2020, 02:33-06:36).

Following the face book statement on Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed on there is ethnic centered
attacks on Wollega, Guliso woreda the media narrated Amhara regional state officials as follows.
“There are some bad and illegal forces that affect civilians and concerned government and other
peoples should safeguard the citizens ”. (Fana FM radio, November 2, 2020, 00:01:04:20).

Ahadu radio hugely covers the displacement and attacks of Ataye town by sourcing the attacked
and displaced peoples as “Displaced peoples are said that | worry about the attacks, government
could not get solution, and we are not at good conditions. The town has been destructed and damaged,

many houses are fired and civilians were died” (Ahadu radio, June, 2021, 00:01-02:36 Min).

Further from open ended questions survey result most of the journalists described that even
though civilian attacks reports has been made there was repeat recommendations and request of
decreasing attached images to be covered with news. Compared to Ahadu radio Fana FM radio

could not cover the repeated civilian attacks.

Fana Broadcasting Corporate Editorial Policy (FBCEP, 2018) states on article 3 sub articles
3.3.21.3.2 about internal conflict reporting that: “When conflicts are happen with different
reasons the media broadcast especially on reason rather than conflict impact/result.” This

policy discourages Fana journalists not to satisfactorily address the issues of civilian attacks.

Concerning the case in Addis Ababa land grabbing most of the respondents about 38.1% of the
respondents were disagreed that Ahadu Radio made satisfactory news about Addis Ababa land
grabbing issues. Majority of the respondents about 50% of the respondents in Fana FM disagreed

that the media made satisfactory news about Addis Ababa land grabbing issues. From this
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finding one can infer that both media houses did not made satisfactory news about Addis Ababa
land grabbing issues. In Fana FM radio there was intentions to prohibit making and transmitting
news that were reported by different political parties addressing Addis Ababa land grabbing like

by Ezema and Balderas.

Majority of the respondents in Ahadu radio about 47.6% of them were strongly agreed that the
media has made satisfactory news about Dembi Dollo university abduction. Ahadu radio hugely
covers the abduction of dembi dollo university female students highlighting and comparing the
Nigerian Buk haraam. The media asks “Where are the students” and phrases bring back our girls,
government must resolve the issue, where is our children and Ethiopian religious institutions
should create solutions. Ahadu radio further emphasizes the deep interesting activity ( Ahadu
radio, January 28, 2020, 00:01:08:20).

While most of the respondents about 50% of them were disagreed that Fana FM made
satisfactory news about Dembi Dollo university abduction. From this finding Ahado radio made
satisfactory news about Dembidollo female student university abduction than Fana FM. The
journalists described that Fana FM radio could not address and made sufficient news about the

female student abductions.

There were severe questions arisen by peoples’ representatives in the House of peoples
representative Parlama but, Fana FM radio only transmit the answer of Prime minister Abiy
Ahmed raised that only said: “There are some implications that some female students’ address
was not found. However we could not find any evidences that could indicate where the abducted
the students. We could not decide to say that there is abducted or not. But, we will report when
the established committee found tangible evidences” (Fana FM radio, January 03, 2020, 00:01-
03:56).
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4.2.2 Respondents’ level of agreement on factors affecting on your freedom to your

source balance addressing the selected issues.

Table 4.3 Descriptive statistics result summary on level of agreement on factors affecting on freedom to

source balance
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parties

interference

Political
1(4.8%)
11(52.4%)
4(19%)
5(23.8%)
8(12.5%)
20(31.3%)
16(25%)
16(25%)
4(6.3%)

Based on table 4.3 above majority of the respondents about 66.7% of the respondents were
strongly agreed that government intervention was the major factor affecting on journalist’s
freedom to their new stories source balance addressing the EPRDF merging, Addis Ababa land
grabbing, Civilian attacks and dembidollo university female student abduction. In Ahadu radio
most of the journalists confirmed that there is repeatedly government officials menance on
reporters, editors and producers for the case of transmitting Addis Ababa land grabbing issue. In
this issue the government officials influence Ahadu by saying that the media made reports by
siding one political party. In Fana FM most of the respondents about 43.8% of the respondents
were strongly agreed that government intervention was the factors affecting their freedom to
balance their news source addressing the four cases. Therefore, from this finding government
intervention was one of the factors affecting their freedom. Here from the open ended questions
journalist in Fana FM radio were described that the media editorial policy strictly reporters
intention to broadcast political issues without checking and permissions of editors and

executives.

Majority of the respondents about 38.1% of them were strongly agreed that Journalist afraid of
prison and menance was the other factor affecting their freedom in balancing their news source
while in FANA FM most of the respondents about 50% of them were agreed that Journalist

afraid of prison and menance also affect their freedom of balancing their news source.

Most of the respondents about 38.1% of the respondents were strongly agreed that Owners and
editorial policy affect their freedom to balance their news source. In Ahadu radio even though

there is comparatively journalists’ freedom some journalists from open ended questions
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confirmed that media owners’ editorial policy want to address what the owners need. In Fana
FM majority of the journalists about 56.3% of them were strongly agreed that owners and

editorial policy affect their freedom to balance source.

Most of the respondents about 38.1% of them were disagreed that Editor Interference factor
affects journalist freedom of balancing their news stories. In Fana FM about 50% of the
journalists were agreed that Editor Interference affect their freedom of balancing news sources.
This finding is supported by Wudneh (2008) who investigated on the challenges to journalistic
independence: the case of the Amhara national regional state mass media agency. The researcher
used questionnaire and interview to collect data from all journalists in Amhara Mass Media
Agency. The researcher survey result indicates that most of the editors believed that journalists
in the Amhara mass media Agency do not have the authority to choose whatever issue they want
to, to write about and they cannot decide to transmit them because the decision to select and
transmit different kinds of news stories is made by the “Information committee” or the editorial
board. This finding also supported by Nigussie (2014) that surveyed the Ethiopian government
has not granted complete freedom of the press, as a result the media cannot get its full
independence in the democracy. This is because of constant government intervention in the
media area through various techniques. The author maintains that “there is great hostility and

acute polarization between government and private media”.

About 52.4% of the respondents in Ahadu radio were disagreed that Political parties interference
has been affect their freedom of balancing sources while about 31.3% of the selected respondents
in Fana FM radio were disagreed that Political parties interference. This finding contradicted the
argument of Negeri (2010) who concluded that government influence media press freedom by
government’s dominance of media ownership, maintaining monopoly on the important sources
of information, overriding media management by appointing media mangers and editors who are
members of the ruling party and imposing restrictive media laws and pro-government judicial
practices among others. Therefore, from this finding in both media houses Political parties’
interference did not influence their freedom of news source balancing to broadcast and made

satisfactory assessment on the selected four cases.
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From the open ended questions in Fana Fm radio respondents’ confirmed that even though
journalists have developing ability Fana editorial policy that look good with government
intentions there is no journalist freedom. Especially in addressing public issues journalists’ role
is dependent with full permission of editors, chief producers, directors and chief executives.
However, in Ahadu radio journalists have responsibility to do and transmit all ethically true

information.

Generally, the result from both media analysis indicates that Government Intervention, Journalist
afraid of prison and menance and owners and editorial policy commonly affect journalist
freedom. However, editor interference affects journalist freedom in Fana FM than Ahadu radio.
But, Political parties interference did not influence their freedom of news source balancing to

broadcast and made satisfactory assessment on the selected four cases.
4.2.3 Frequently Source of news media uses

In this part respondents were asked “Which source of news does your media frequently used to

broadcast the issues”.

Table 4.4 Descriptive statistics result summary on media’s frequently source of news
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Political parties view

1(4.8%)
2(9.5%)
1(4.8%)
5(23.8%)
12(57.1%)
28(43.8%)
12(18.8%)
12(18.8%)
8(12.5%)
4(6.3%)

Based on the research survey result in above table 4.4 majority of the respondents about 57.1%
of them were strongly agreed that Ahadu radio used journalist view for its source of news to
broadcast the issues while majority of the respondents were indifferent that their media uses

journalist view as its sources of news.

Majority of the respondents about 42.9% of the respondents agreed that Ahadu radio uses
editors’ view for their news sources while most of the respondents about 50% of them in Fana
FM use their editors’ view for their news sources. From this finding both media frequently use

editors’ view for their news source.

Most of the respondents about 33.3% of them were strongly agreed that in Ahadu radio uses
government officials as their news sources while in Fana FM most of the respondents about 44%
of them were agreed that the media uses government officials for their news sources. But, from
open ended questions both media houses’ journalists were confirmed that Addis Ababa city
Administration was prohibit information about Addis Ababa land grabbing issues. The city
Administration closed up its door to give correct information for Addis Ababa land grabbing.
Thus, for this news stories journalists were challenged to make balanced news stories. The media
wait only to use news source from government official statements and explanations. Thus,

government officials” unwillingness to give appropriate evidences were the major challenges.

Most of the respondents about 71.4% in Ahadu radio strongly agreed that the media uses peoples
view as its news sources while in Fana FM majority of the respondents about 33% of the

respondents strongly disagreed that the media uses peoples view as news sources.

49



Most of the respondents about 76% of the respondents in Ahadu radio agreed that the media uses
different professionals view as its news sources. However most of the respondents about 42% in
Fana FM disagreed that the media uses different professionals view as its news sources. Hallin
(2006) who has argued that the idea that journalism, as the fourth state, could be truly
independent of other institutions and rise above social divisions and contradictions to produce

knowledge of universal validity was central to the “high modernism” of journalism.

Most of the respondents about 57.1% of the respondents strongly agreed that Ahadu radio
frequently uses Political parties view as its news sources. However, majority of the respondents
about 43.8% of the respondents were strongly disagreed that the media uses Political parties

view as its news sources.

Therefore, Ahadu radio uses journalist view for its news sources. Both media use editors’ view
and government officials as their news source. Ahadu radio uses people’s view and public issues
for its news source but Fana FM did not use peoples view. Ahadu radio uses different
professionals view for its news source but Fana FM could not frequently use different
professionals view as its news sources. Ahadu radio use political parties for its news sources but

Fana FM did not use different political parties view as its news sources.

4.2.4 Descriptive statistics on factors affecting journalist after broadcasting selected

news stories

In this part respondents were required to answer what factors affects you mostly to broadcast and
after broadcasting the issues in your media? The level of agreement has been described as

follows.

Table 4.5 Descriptive statistics result summary on most factors affecting journalists freedom after

broadcasting the selected issues
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News focus sources

3(14.3%)
5(23.8%)
4(19%)
7(33.3%)
2(9.5%)
17(27%)
13(20%)
10(16%)
12(18.8%)
12(18.8%)

Majority of the respondents about 29% of the respondents in Ahadu radio were strongly
disagreed that journalists were influenced by editors’ control to broadcast and after broadcasting.
However, most of the respondents about 50% of them in Fana FM radio were agreed that
journalists were influenced by editors’ control mostly to broadcast and after broadcasting the
issues in Fana FM. This finding in Fana FM radio is supported with the argument of author
Okunna (2002) who argued that, there is some form of government control of almost every
national news agency in developing countries; it would be difficult for Journalists to report any

accurate and balanced stories, as they would have loved to do.

About 52.4% of the respondents in Ahadu radio were agreed that government officials side
influence journalist to broadcast and after broadcasting the selected issues while about 56.3% of
the respondents in Fana FM agreed that government official side influence journalists to
broadcast and after broadcasting the selected issues. From this finding government officials
influenced journalists’ freedom of broadcasting what they want to address. From the open ended
questions journalists confirmed that government officials and media gate keepers like editors and
managers repeatedly prohibit reporters to made sufficient reports and to balance the source from
different peoples and professionals. Additionally journalist agreed and described that
government officials especially Addis Ababa city Administration was prohibit information about
Addis Ababa land grabbing issues. The city Administration closed up its door to give correct
information for Addis Ababa land grabbing. Thus, for this news stories journalists were
challenged to make balanced news stories. With city Administration request there was one report
deleted from You tube concerning land grabbing issues. Government officials’ unwillingness to

give appropriate evidences were the major challenges. Additionally, Ahadu radio as a media was
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accused by court for the case of transmitting individual complains on government bad acts. This
finding is contradicted from Campbell (2004) who argues that news media which is prohibited
by government (the ruling party) has great opportunity to be manipulated by government
officials and limits the practice of journalism to public interest.

Most of the respondents about 33.3% of the respondents’ were strongly disagreed that political
parties affect journalist to broadcast and after broadcasting the incidents and issues in Ahadu
radio while most of the respondents about 31.3% of the respondents in Fana FM were disagreed
that political parties influence journalists after broadcasting news stories. This finding in Fa

Majority of the respondents about 43% of the respondents in Ahadu radio were disagreed that
there was team influence after broadcasting the news stories. However, most of the respondents
about 30% of the respondents in Fana FM radio were indifferent about the influence of staffs

influence.

Most of the respondents about 33.3% of the respondents in Ahadu radio were agreed that News
focus sources influence to broadcast and after broadcasting the selected news sources. However,
most of the respondents about 27% in Fana FM were strongly disagreed that there was News
focus sources influence on journalist freedom to broadcast and after broadcasting the news

stories.

Using open ended questions in Fana FM radio prohibits not transmitting reports made by some
journalists about Addis Ababa land grabbing, civilian attacks and dembi dollo university female
student abduction.

Thus, from the study finding on factors affects journalists to broadcast and after broadcasting the
four selected news stories one can conclude the following finding. Editors did not affect
journalist freedom broadcasting news stories but editors in Fana FM radio influence the freedom
of journalist to broadcast what they need to address the news stories. Government officials
influenced both Ahadu and Fana FM radio journalists’ freedom of broadcasting what they want
to address the news stories but both media houses’ journalist did not affected by political parties
for their news stories. There is no team/staff influence after broadcasting the news stories in

Ahadu radio. Ahadu radio journalist were influenced by News focus sources influence to
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broadcast and after broadcasting the selected news sources but Fana FM journalists were not

influenced source of news focus.

4.2.5 Descriptive Statistics result on recommendations in order to assure journalist

freedom

Table 4.6 Descriptive statistics result summary on journalists recommendations
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Based on the above table 4.6 most of the respondents 81% of them were strongly agreed that
Enhancing journalist profession should be recommend in order to say that journalist freedoms
are assured while most of the journalists in Fana FM about 33% of the respondents were strongly
agreed that Enhancing journalist profession.

Most of the respondents 81% of them in Ahadu radio strongly agreed that amending and revising
media’s editorial policies has been recommended while in Fana FM most of the respondents
about 50% of them were also strongly agreed that amending and revising media’s editorial

policies has been recommended to assure that journalists freedom are insured.

Majority of the respondents in Ahadu radio about 66.7% of them were strongly agreed that
Revising rules and regulations of media has been recommended to assure journalists freedom
while 50% of the respondents in Fana FM also strongly agreed that Revising rules and

regulations of media has been recommended to insure that journalist freedom.
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Majority of the respondents about 48% of them in Ahadu radio were neutral on decreasing
editors’ role in assuring their freedom while most of the respondents about 34% of them in Fana
FM were agreed that decreasing editors’ role has been recommended to insure that journalist’s
freedom.

Therefore, in order to assure journalist freedom both media house strongly recommended to
enhancing journalist profession, amending and revising media’s editorial policies,and revising
rules and regulations of media. Further in Fana FM radio decreasing editors’ role has been

recommended to insure that journalist’s freedom.
Interview Questions analysis result

To give a chance to the respondents to articulate their answers, ides, believes and opinions in
their own term to achieve the intended objectives not addressed by structured questionnaire,
structured and unstructured interview would also employ to address research objectives not

addressed by structured questionnaire.
Based on the structured interview the following findings have been analyzed.
Question 1: In your media house how do you perceive journalists’ Freedom?

The selected interviewee answered that in private media even though the media established for
the benefits of fulfilling owner policy there is freedom of journalists. Fana Broadcasting
journalist who has worked for 8 years, and have a postion as Producer said “When it comes to
various news outlets in Fana, we focus mainly on directions from the editorial. Though the
news’s that I and my colleague produces supports the govermnet, especially in matters of
EPRDF merger and the like; Even if we try to include those who have a question about the
merging process, it will not be accepted by our editors. Thus, the freedom of journalist in Fana
can be said to be violated on some serious issues.”” This respos shows that in Fana FM Fana
editorial policy that interlinked with government intention there is no journalist freedom. Fana
FM radio could not give full freedom in addressing public issues journalists’. Because of this

most of the journalists shifted to entertainment program.
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Questions2: In practice what problems have you faced while working as reporter, editor, or

manager?

In Fana FM journalists answered that well prepared reports were prohibited no to transmit and
some documents were deleted from you tube requested by government officials and board
members. Fana FM journalists repeatedly requested to focus on government propagandas. Ahadu
radio journalist described that getting sufficient information from government sources were the
major factors influencing getting balanced sources. Some government officials complain about
their description framing ways by media. Some professionals’ sources are afraid of negative feed
backing from audiences. Thus, journalists were challenged to get balanced and professional view
points. Journalists by itself have threats after reform as who negatively oppose the news stories.
Media mangers in the media houses that have a chain with any political party abuse and harass
us in the case of reporting some issues. Journalists are influenced by the ideology of the party
they favor. The rules and regulations could not take in to account the different circumstances of

the three tiers of broadcasting and the two types of broadcasters.
Questions 3: In order to alleviate the problems how do you solve the problems?

The selected respondents were recommended that decreasing editors role in preparing and
addressing different news stories, owing journalists to take their own responsibility and make
satisfactory public news. In order to reduce complains arisen from government officials media
houses tried to advise and describe and agree with the officials. Some journalists in Fana FM
radio said that they omit the news stories not to transmit. Some journalists prefer to shift from

reporters to entertainment positions.
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CHAPTER FIVE
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1  CONCLUSION

Based on the results of data analysis and interpretation in the previous chapter the following
summary of major findings was given: The main objective of the study was assessing the factors
that influence journalist’s freedom in the media houses by comparing private and public media.
The study was designed specifically to examine the current practice of media houses on
journalists’ freedom and to identify the factors those tend to affect journalists’ freedom. The
study uses descriptive research and findings from the quantitative and qualitative data collected

from self-administered questionnaires and interview.

The finding indicates that although Ahadu radio the news stories transmitted via Ahadu radio
were not sufficiently balanced on Addis Ababa land grabbing, EPRDF merging, civilian attacks
and Dembi dollo university female student abduction the media give satisfactory news coverage
than Fana FM radio. The analysis also indicates that Ahadu radio gives sufficient media
coverage for different opinions; views and histories as well as the news stories fulfill the
journalist principles compared to Fana FM radio. Journalist agreed and described that in Ahadu
radio there is full journalist freedom still the journalist prepare evidential and latest news stories
are prepared. Ahadu radio has made satisfactory news about Dembi Dollo University female

student abduction than Fana FM radio.

The finding indicates that journalists in Fana Fm radio confirmed that keeping journalist
principle was impossible even though the issues were very interesting and necessary for the
country than Ahadu radio. In Fana FM radio the government as well as officials was highly
influence journalists in case of EPRDF merging to cover reports/views only by sourcing who

support prosperity party than Ahadu radio.

In Fana FM radio there was also some pressure from government official and media managers on
reporters not to report and make balanced news source about Addis Ababa land grabbing and
Dembidollo University female student abduction. Fana FM radio news stories on EPRDF

merging could not address the views of opposition parties and other EPRDF mother parties and
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Fana Fm radio journalists described that the media does not allow journalists view as a source of
news. Based on the finding of this study we can conclude that compared to Ahadu radio, Fana
FM radio could not make satisfactory news stories about Addis Ababa land grabbing, civilian

attacks and Dembidollo University female student abduction.

Even though Journalists working for Fana FM are well-educated and have the ability to make
follow up news stories, but the institution's editorial policy does not give journalists the freedom
to do so. Especially in addressing public issues journalists’ role is dependent with full permission
of editors, chief producers, directors and chief executives. However, in Ahadu radio journalists
have full freedom to do and transmit all ethically true information but journalists have full

responsibility for their work.

The result from both media analysis indicates that government intervention, journalist fear of
prison and menance commonly affect journalist freedom. However, editor interference and
editorial policy affects journalist freedom in Fana FM than Ahadu radio. But, political parties’
interference did not influence both media journalist freedom of news source balancing after

broadcasting the four selected cases.

The result indicates that Ahadu radio uses journalist view, people’s view and public issues for its
news sources than Fana FM radio. Ahadu radio uses different professionals view for its news
source but Fana FM could not frequently use different professionals view as its news sources.
Ahadu radio use different political parties for its news sources but Fana FM did not use different
political parties view as its news sources. However, both media use editors’ view and

government officials as their news source.

The study has found that there are factors that affect journalists’ freedom. The finding indicates
that editors in Ahadu radio did not affect journalist freedom in broadcasting what news stories
they select but editors in Fana FM radio influence the freedom of journalist to broadcast what
they need to address the news stories. Both Ahadu and Fana FM radio journalists’ freedom were
affected by government officials after broadcasting the issues but both media houses’ journalist
did not affected by political parties for their news stories. After the news broadcasted on the four

selected topics, journalists are not influenced by their colleagues; however, the journalists of the
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Ahadu Radio are Inflanced by their news sources after the news coverage. But there is no such

thing on Fana.

In order to assure that journalist freedom both media house strongly recommended that
enhancing journalist profession, amending and revising media’s editorial policies, and revising
rules and regulations of media. Further, in Fana FM radio decreasing editors’ role has been

recommended to insure journalist’s freedom.

To conclude, the journalist freedom in the Fana FM radio is challenged with editorial policy,
government intervention and editors controls than Ahadu radio. Both Ahadu and Fana FM
radio journalists were affected by government officials’ intervention, journalist afraid of
prison and menance. Moreover, Ahadu radio journalists were influenced by their News

sources focus after broadcasting the selected news sources than Fana FM journalists.
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5.2 Recommendations

Based on the result the following recommendations have been made:

>

Fana FM radio must amend and revise media’s editorial policies, and revising rules and
regulations of media.

Fana FM radio reduce editors’ role in selecting what journalists select to cover the news
stories.

The government officials have to improve to give sufficient information for different
private media. Public bodies should make information available to help journalists inform
the public about the incidents happened and actions of the government. Easy access to
information will raise the participation of the people on vital developmental program and
efforts.

To achieve the freedom of the press and expression, the government have a duty to
develop culture of tolerance towards the media. What is more, the government,
professionals and the media should look for ways to narrow the gap between the
government and the private media so that both the private and government media can
contribute better to the development of the nation.

Fana FM radio needs to incorporate diversified viewpoints for getting balanced sources.
Ahadu Radio should use government sources and reflect the voices of government
officials

The willingness of the broadcasting authority to engage in support for community radios

must be used as an entry point for broad-based media reforms.
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Appendix |
Questionnaire
ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM AND COMMUNICATION
Dear Respondent,

This questionnaire is prepared to collect data from the journalists and editors for the study being
conducted on “Comparative assessment on Factors Affecting Journalist’s Freedom in Ethiopia:
The case of Ahadu Radio and Fana FM radio.” The effectiveness of the questionnaire relies on
your genuine and reliable response to each of the questions. May | request you to share your
ideas on the questions mentioned below. And your response to each of the questions will be kept
confidential and used only for this research purposes. You do not need to write your name on
anywhere in the questionnaire.

Part One: Background Information about the Respondents
1. Gender
A. Male B. Female
2. Age
A. 15-30 years B. 31-45 C. 46-60 D. above 61 years
3. Marital status:
a. Single b. Married c.Divorce D.Widowed
4. Educational Status:
a. Below Diploma b. Diploma c.Degree d.Masters

e. PhD and above
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5. Your current Position:
a. Junior Reporter b.Reporter c.Senior Reporter d.Editor

b. Any other

6. Work Experiences

a.1-3years Db.4-6years c.7-9years d.above 10 years
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Part 11: The following questions were to gather the practices of media houses on selected

four cases

Please express your level of agreement in the following questions by putting _V ,,or _X Mark in
the appropriate cell. 1= Strongly Disagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Uncertain, 4= Agree, 5= Strongly
Agree

ltems 1 2 3 4 5
No.

. Do you think the news on the following Stories are

Coverd by diverseified sources?

1 EPRDF MERGING

2 civilian attacks

3 | Addis Ababa land Grabbing

4 Dembidollo university female stud. abduction

1. How do you agree with the following bodies’ factors on

news source balancing?

1 Government Intervention

2 Journalists afraid and menance

3 Owners’ editorial policy

4 Editors’ influence

5 Political parties influence

I11.  Which of the following sources mostly affect your news

source balancing?

1 Editors view

2 Government officials
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3 Peoples view

4 Professionals

5 Political parties

IV.  What do you recommend to insure that journalist’

freedom has been assured?

Enhancing Professionalism

Revising editorial policy and regulations

Amending media rules and regulations

Al W N

Decreasing editors role

Part I11: Your answers in this part are to be given by short and brief explanation

1. What do you say that in what conditions your media keep and violet journalists’ freedom?

2. Among the transmitted news stories EPRDF merging, students’ abduction, civilian attacks
and Addis Ababa land grabbing in your media which do you think? List the strength and

challenges.

3. In your media on which case the media prohibit more and journalist prohibit to produce?

4. After you broadcast the selected four cases what feedbacks and factors were challenged you?
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Interview Questions for Fana Broadcasting Corporate Radio Reporters, editors and
producers

1. In your media house how do you perceive journalists’ Freedom?

2. Do State affilated media house give equal chance for different ideologies and stories?

3. In practice what problems have you faced while working as reporter, editor, or manager?

4. In order to alleviate the problems how do you solve the problems?

Interview Questions for Ahadu Radio and Television Media mangers, editors and
producers

1. Inyour media house how do you perceive journalists’ Freedom?

2. Do privately owned media give equal chance for different ideologies and stories?

3. In practice what problems have you faced while working as reporter, editor, or manager?

4. Inorder to alleviate the problems how do you solve the problems?
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