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Abstract 

The Nile is a unique river in many respecls. 11 is Ihe longesl river in Ihe world Ihal crosses 

difJerenl geographical, ecological and climalic regions. 11 is also unique in Ihal ils basin is the 
starting poinl of one of Ihe earliesl civilizalions of the world. Along ils longjourney it connects 

and sometimes divides millions of inhabilants which olhel1vise do not have geographic 

boundmy. Through this connection exists comlllllnicalion between and among the inhabitants of 
the basin. 

This paper focuses on the comparative analysis of the hydro-political communication of the two 
riparian states of the Eastern Nile Basin. Ethiopian and Egyptian poet I)' are discussed as hydro­
political discourse. The two countries being the source and receiver of Ihe waters of (he Nile 
respeclively have long years of relationship which is reinvigoraled by (heir sl/'ong lie of 
Christianity. Logical consideration of the poems of the aforementioned counlries is also justified 
by the long-standing contenlion of water politics which has always been and will probably 
conlinue to be the greatest paradox of Ihe basin. This paper seeks the root cause of Ihis paradox 
and the key thereof Egypt, an enlirely Nile-dependent countlY, adopls a "historical right" to the 

waters of the Nile which is rooted in their long hislory of dependence and which is reiterated in 
the colonial treaties of 1929 and 1959. Elhiopia on the olher hand, produces over 86 percenl of 

the Nile waters, but as the leasl benejicimy of the river 's bounty, depends highly on rain-fed 
agriculture and is bound to be hil by recurrent draught andfamine. And linls Elhiopia adopls the 
"natural right." It demands a "fair share" oflhe river. 

This paradox is articulated by literature of valJ/ing nature through the years. So the objective of 
this research is to jind this discourse in the poems of Ethiopian and Egyptian writers and to 
make a comparalive analysis. By so doing the study aims at jilling Ihe existing gap in the 
production of such li/erell)' analyses. 

The method of sludy employed in this paper is interdisciplinary descriptive analysis of the 
selected texts based on certain the mal ic crileria of Ihe poems to be compared. The discourses in 

the literalures are also checkedfor Iheir hydro-political content. 

The sludy has indicated that through a sharp (ontrasl of the perceptions of the poelS of Ihe two 

countries, Ihe nalional as well as regional inlereSIS of Ihe people and Ihe nCllions are somehow 

advocated by the poe tries. The long-slanding contention Ihat bases itseU' on Ihe "historical 
right" of Egypt and the "natural righl" of Elhiopia is also aired. Final/v, Ihe poets have proved 

to be proponenls of their national interests across the ages. 

v 



Chapter One: Introduction 

1.1 Background for the Study 

Africa is a land of great diversi ty, great range of cl imate and physical geography, as well as a 

huge endowment of natural resources. It is the birthp lace of the human race (in Ethiopia) and one 

of the world's fi rst great civilizations (in Egypt), and many other cultu res and states that rose and 

fell over time. (www.Africafocus. libra ry.wi.ed.) Africa has also many of the world 's great rivers. 

Its diverse cl imate and geography have contribu ted to the ex tremely diverse water systems. Of 

these, the Nile is a ri ver that draws a lot more attention. No other ri ve r in the world begins in 

vo lcanoes and mounta ins with glac ial snow and ends in arid deserts than the Nile. (Collins, 

2002) 

Much has been said about the Ri ver Nile. Its international recogni tion emanates not onl y from 

the fact that it was a real ity of geography, but, as Erlich and Gershoni (2000) observe, from the 

fact that it was an arena of mul tip le "human concepts", "myth", and "di scourse" of various so rts . 

The Nile is the longest ri ver in the worl d which fl ows from south to north , a di stance of over 

6000 km from its principal sources, Lake Victoria, in east-central Afri ca and the Lake Tana 

Region in Eth iopia. It passes through eleven sovereign states on its way to the Mediterranean 

Sea. From its remotest source, a mountain st ream in Burund i, the ri ver is 6,695 km long. 

The Blue Nile and the White Nile are the two majo r tr ibuta ries of the Nile proper, the longest 

river system on earth. For the sake of clarity in th is paper, un less stated ot herwise, the names 

Abbay, Blue Ni le and Nile refer to the Abbay proper (from source in Ethiop ia unt il it leaves 
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Ethiopian territory whi ch in some other literatures may be referred to as Blue Nil e), the Abbay 

and Baro-Akobo sub basin, and the Nile proper (including the White Nile and Tekeze-Atbara). 

Conseq uently, Abbay emerges from Gi sh Abbay in Western Gojjam Adm inistrati ve Zone, in the 

northwestern hi ghland of Eth iopia. The river is known by the name of Gi lge l Abbay and it 

traverses about 100 km before it jo ins Lake Tana. Abbay flo ws through Lake Tana and forms the 

famou s Tis-Isat Fa ll s. Then it wanders around for about 960 kilometers within Ethiopian 

territorial jurisdiction co llect ing the waters of many tributaries. The tributar ies ri se from the high 

plateau and flow into the deep canyons to join Abbay Ri ver. 

The major tributari es of the Abbay are Dabus, Didessa, Fincha, Gudar, Mugar, Jama, Bashilo, 

Birr, Beles, and numerous other small streams. It is also joined by the Dindar and Rahad In the 

Sudanese territory. These rivers also originate from Ethiopia. (Mekonnen, 2004) 

The White Nile emerges at Lake Victoria and crosses about six countries collecting waters from 

its tributaries. Considering the volume of water contributi on of the two major tributaries (the 

White and the Blue Nile, over 86 percent (Gebrese ll asie, 2006) of the water comes from the Blue 

Nile. The White and Blue Nile rivers get the ir names from the co lor or thei r waters. Although 

br ight blue at its start, the Blue Nile gradua lly darkens as it picks up black, muddy sed iment fro m 

the Eth iopian hi ghlands, but the White Nile has much less of these. The two ri vers meet at 

Khartoum in the Sudan and proceed to Egypt as Ni le proper. The river fina ll y empties in to the 

Med iterranean Sea after its long journey. 

However, it is not j ust the length, or as Rushdi Said cited in Collins (2002) observes, it is not its 

vo lume what makes the Nile di stinct, but its "r ich and co lorfu l hi story, its profound role in 
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shaping human civili zation in Afr ica, and the absolute dependency on the river and its vagaries 

of those who li ve in its basin" (2002: II ) 

There are eleven ripari an states of the Nile Ri ver - namely, Ethiopi a, Egypt , Eritrea, the Sud an 

(di vided into Sudan and South Sudan in January, 20 11 ), Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi, 

Rwanda, and D.R. Congo, and over 160 mi llion (Woldeghiorghis, 2009) peop le depend on the 

basin . Therefore, the quest ion of the util izat ion of the Nile waters has assumed significance in 

contemporary politica l and econom ic di scourse of the riparian states. 

This paper is a modest attempt to shade some light on the perception of Et hiopian and Egyptian 

poets regarding Abbay and the Nile (prope r) respectively through the yea rs emphas izing the 

politics (hydro-poli tics, to be specific) in the literatures. 

Politics in its broader sense refers to power relat ionships in specific I'ield : that is to say the 

interrelationships between the people, groups, or organ izations in a particular area of li fe 

especiall y insofar as they involve power and inOuence or conflict. Hydro-pol itics is one such 

relationship. 

Hydro-politics is a relat ively new te rm wh ich generall y refers to the politics that affects nat ional 

and regional water management, or uses water ava ilability as a strategic political resource. 

According to Turton & Henwood (2002) because ,·vater is scarce, and because it is essential for 

life, hea lth and welfa re, it has become a contested terra in and therefore a pol itical issue. They 

further argue that hydro-po li ti cs, as it is current ly presented in most of the relevant li terature, 

shows a certain bias . A detai led analysis of the li terature reveals th at there are fout' main 
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elements that seem to be present. Each of these elements impacts on the literature as a form of 

bias giving that specific sect ion of the literature a di stinctive pattern , context or focus. (Ibid.) 

1.1.1 Elements of Hydro-Politics 

The elements present in different literatures are: 

i. Water and conflict 

The first bias inherent in the current literature is that of water and confl ict. A glance at the 

flourishing literature in thi s regard is instructive. In these writings, the state or components of the 

state are mostly used as the unit of analysi s, or they focus on conflict and co-operation within the 

framework of the state. (Turton and Henwood, 2002) 

ii. Water and the environment 

The second body of literature is growing rapidly and seeks to place water within a broader 

environmental setting. As such , water is seen as being a component of the envi ronment, with a 

variety of inherent conflict drivers. In thi s context, the scholars concerned see environmental 

goods as scarce resources, which are, in tUI'll, con tested. (Ibid .) A glance at thi s body of work is 

therefore also equall y useful. 

iii. Water and security 

The third main focal area of hydro-politi ca l writing aims at drawing attention to the element of 

crisis with in the water sector (or in its broader environmental setting), and as a result seeks to 
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politicize, and poss ibly even to 'securiti ze' the management of water (Turton cited in Ibid. , Luzi, 

2007) 

iv. Waler, socie(l' and cullure 

There is also a fourth category of literature that seeks to explore the socia l and cultu ral 

components of water and water-related issues, and as such tends to examine water in a more 

abstract and less empirica lly defined sense. (Luzi, 2007 ; Turton and Henwood, 2002) 

In such a way, the above ment ioned scholars, in their work gave examples of scholars who tend 

to focus on one or the other of the above elements of hydro-polit ics. 

With the above hydro-pol itica l backd rop, thi s wr iter wo uld like to use the working defini tion of 

hydro-po li tics in this study. 

In this paper, hyd ro-politics refers to the soc io-politi ca l dimensions determ ining: access, control, 

use and ownership of water and water dependen t reso urces. The di mensions inc lude the above 

elements, i. e., water and environment (specifically scarcity caused by water pollut ion), water and 

security, water and conflict/cooperat ion or diplomacy, as we ll as water and society and cu lture 

(domest ic politics.) 

Based on this truth, one could relate hydro-pol iti cs and tal k about the sign ificance of hyd ro­

political di scourse in literature at two levels. 
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a) National Significance: 

Countries' inability to manage their water resources due to limited econom ic power or lack of 

political determination is taken as a predicament to development. (Arsano, 2007). In thi s case, 

people tend to express the ir po li tica l op inions li ke gri evances about the ir econom ic, social or 

political di ssat isfaction and about their domestic problems either explic it ly or im pl icitly in their 

communications. In fact, accord ing to Eaglton (1996) there is no need to drag politics into 

literary theory ... it has been there from the begi nning. That is to say poli tical ideologies are 

dep icted in literature consciously or unconsciously. WaleI' and environmenl, and \\Ialer and 

culture cou ld be considered under thi s leve l. 

b) Regional Significance: 

Hydro-politics - as it is current ly being written about in the mainstream literature - tends to 

focus on confl ict at the international level in shared ri ver basins. In that regard , according to 

Turton and Henwood (2002), it becomes ev ident that hydro-politics at thi s level is abo ut: 

• conflict and co-operat ion; 

• involving states as the main actors; and 

• taking place in shared internat ional ri ver basins. 

1.1.2 The Public Perception of the Nile/Abbay 

Many a singer, an art ist, a poet, a nove li st, etc. has paid tribute to th is mi ghty river in their 

respecti ve field. The Egyptians, fo r example, have produced about I 1,000 proverbs about the 

Nile. (Wo ll iyou, 2002 E.C.) 
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This study does not have any data as to how many proverbs the Ethiopians have about Abbay, 

and published poetry and a coup le of lyrics ha ve been dealt with in the analysis part of thi s 

paper. Nonetheless, some words could be sa id about the folk and choral songs. In many of the 

songs, Abbay is boosted up as a source of civi li zation, about its mi ght, about its being shelter fo r 

patriots and bandits alike, about its long and fascinat ing histo ry as well as its association with the 

patriot Dejazmach Belay Zeleke, about the beautiful ladies and handsome gentlemen it has 

produced, and the sweetness of the love of the nat ives; abo ut the attractive scenery of the river 

and the area, and so on and so forth. 

Yet, in many others, Abbay is derided with lamentat ion, angel' and sorrolV about its uselessness, 

about its heedlessness and the psychologica l pressure it puts on Ethiopians, etc 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

According to Afi'ican Journal of Environll1enlal Science and Technology - A JEST (May 2010), 

the majesty of River Nile be longs to the wo rld. That is why poets and writers from different pa rts 

of the world have refl ected on the Nil e. Countries from source to destination are one way 0 1' 

another connected to one another because of it, albeit some are more connected than others. But 

the river's management - stretch ing from [the sources] to the Med iterranean Sea, crossing man y 

artificial boundaries - is the responsibility of a few countries that bene tit directly from its 

largesse. (http ://www.academ ic journals.orgl AJ EST) 

Accord ingly, who controls the Ni le has long been a source of confli ct for the cou ntries dependent 

on its waters. Of these, the researcher chose Egyptian ancl Ethiopian literat ures for compari son 

for the fo llowi ng reasons. 
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Egypt claims hi storic dominance as it is a major dependent country of the Nile Basin: 

> The Nile River, the onl y major source of wate r for the country, plays a cruci al rol e in the 

li fe of Egypt. As compared to the other riparian states, Egypt is the onl y country that is 

heav il y dependent on the Nile Ri ver wate rs. That is why Herodotus, the fathe r of hi sto ry 

ca ll ed Egypt "the gift of the Nile." 

> The fact that the Nile is the principal artery of life and earl y civili za tion in Egypt does not 

app ly to the same extent to the other ripar ian states. (Himdan ci ted in Hassan and 

Rasheedy, 2007). This absolute dependence makes Egypt vulnerab le to any actions that 

would jeopardize the fl ow of the Nile. 

Hence, according to Gladman cited by Kinfe Abraham (2004). Anwar Sadat declared: 

"any action that woul d endanger the waters of the Blue Nile wi ll be faced wi th a firm 

react ion on the part of Egypt, even if that action should lead to wa r. " 

Ethiopia, on the other hand , is a major contribu to r of the Ni le Bas in. More than 86 percent of the 

Nile waters come from Ethiopia. 

Nevertheless, Eth iopia is recu rrently hit by fa mine as it has fai led to build anything sign ifi cant on 

thi s great ri ver - Abbay. The Grand Dam project of the present Ethiopian government on the 

Blue Ni le Ri ver is also be lieved to have produced a major political di scourse in the same way as 

the different government politica l rhetori c through the years. 

Yacob Arsano (2007), like other scholars in the area, observes that relig ion is another 

"important" and "permanent" element in the relati onship between the two countries. Since the 
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4th century A.D. Ethiopia used to receive Copt ic bishops (Abuns) From the Egyptian Orthodox 

Ch urch of Alexandri a. Haggai Erlich metaphoricall y reinvigorated thi s notion when he wrote hi s 

book entitl ed The Cross and the River: Ethiopia, Egypt and the Nile(2002) . The cross comes 

from Egypt, and the River goes from Eth iopia! 

Studies about some aspects the Nile Ri ver come out as, legal institutions for eq uitable and fair 

exploitation of the resource, and hydrau lic projects and works in the bas in. Teferi Mekonnen 

observed that and in 2004 he came up wi th the hydro-political hi story of the river which is 

founed to be very sign ificant for thi s study. However, as far as the researcher's knowledge is 

concerned, tho rough ana lys is of literary works on the Nile, especially the hydro-political aspect 

is non-existent. Even the ones that ex ist, either focu s on some aspects of oral literature on Abbay 

in Ethiopia (to the best of the researcher's knowledge) or they do not make any comparison 

whatsoever on the perceptions of Egyptian and Ethiopian writers. 

By way of a passing remark rather than a judgment, born and bred in the heart of Gi sh Abbay, 

the writer attached in many ways with the ri ver has seen and heard much about both the spiritual 

and physica l "splendor" of it. Apart from persona l bias for the magnificence of the river, 

however, one needs to question the root cause of the ri ver' s fate of kil li ng and healing at the 

same time. In so doing, one may attempt to figu re out why/how millions prosper because of the 

ri ver and look up to the land of mill ions "others" at times with respect and grati tude and at other 

times with contempt, suspicion and threat. And why/how those millions "others" who are 

providing the water with its accessories happen to die of hunger, th irst and war. Hence, a 

ri gorous li terary analysis of works of literature like folklores, poems, nove ls, lyrics, and so on is 

worthwh il e. With the aim of fi lli ng the ex isting gap, therefore, thi s thes is is an attempt to make a 
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comparative analys is of poem s, song lyrics, and excerpts by write rs of the two countries within 

the broad context of the countri es ' long years of relationships and the individual countries' 

national issues. 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

Given the background and the statement of the problem , the main objecti ves of the thes is are to 

show the perceptions of Egyptian and Ethiopian wri ters regarding the il e/Abbay by making a 

comparative analysis of some selected works on the river, and the portraya l of hydro politics in 

the li terature. In add ition to the stated main objecti ves, the study has the fo llowing specific 

objectives: 

To determi ne the relationship between government rhetoric in di fferent periods and the 

I iterary works produced in each period of the respecti ve countries 

"" To ident ify the implicit and expl icit implication of hydro-polit ics in poetry. 

'* To demonstrate whether or not a correlation does exi st between the writers' views and the 

government poli cies . 

• .j, To distinguish the bond of contention between Ethiopian Poets and Egyptian poets. 

1.4 Delimitation of the Study 

Wh ile there may be many wo rks referr ing to the Nile, especially taki ng the Egyptian hi story of 

literature into consideration, the scope of thi s study is limited to the analysis of some se lected 

works. In addition, these se lected material s: 
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• Are assessed wi th a specific reference of the type of di scourse of the times they were 

written in and their hyd ro-political content where ever possible. Because as Macherey 

cited by Gebre (2001 E.C) has it, "the role of literature is to say what a period thinks of 

itse lf." 

• May not be analyzed enti rely but parts of them that most revea l the hydro-pol iti cal 

discourse will be dealt with as much as poss ible. 

• Are basica ll y poems from both countries. However, fo r the sake of cla rifi cat ion, excerpts 

from song lyrics or drama are inserted wherever appropriate. 

1.5 Limitations of the Study 

Resource constraints in relation to time and required data are the major limitations to thi s study. 

As regards the required data, thi s study wo uld have been enhanced if the materials had been 

readily available in places of concern of the research - both at home and, especiall y, in Egypt. In 

other words, it would have been better to analyze as many texts as poss ibl e wi th reference to 

other similar studies as well in order to confidentl y mingle an issue as ser ious as hydro-politics 

with creative wr it ings and hence to di scuss li terat ure as a hydro-polit ical discourse. But scarcity 

of the required data and reference material s, as well as inaccess ibility of some wo rks has made 

the research a daunting task. Besides, considering the lack of precedence on the nature of the 

study and insu ffi ciency of the available materials, developing a theoret ica l framework for the 

study was another test that made the writing of thi s study difficult to manage within the 

timeframe given. However, the writer has attempted to overcome these cha ll enges after battling 

in some ways, like, so licit ing assistance of different people here and abroad fo r the acq ui sition of 

materials and purchasing some via the internet , and read ing as much as poss ible. 
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1.6 Significance of the Study 

In producing thi s thesis, the researcher beli eves that the work would cont ribute to the 

understanding of the N il e dilemma in general and its hydro polit ica l discourse rep resentat ion in 

literature in particular. It is also expected that thi s research will add another dimension to literary 

discourse in that it gives room for cri ti cs and readers to think beyond the ap paren t. 

Other significances of th is thesis are: 

y" It may ass ist Eth iopian writers 10 aspire for wriling 111 English and representing the 

objecti ve rea lit ies of their country with different approach. 

y" Considering the grandeur nature and significance of the Nile/Abbay, and the substantia l 

power of literature in in fl uencing indi viduals, grours, or stal es , th is research might 

contribute to the actions, reactions, decision making and po li cy adoptions for harmonious 

relati onships. 

y" The research may al so se rve as a spring board for fu rther studies in thi s area to promote 

academic discourse. 

1.7 Methodology of the Study 

This study is interdiscipl inary in nature and it utilizes textual analysis and descriptive methods. 

Therefo re, a close reading and re-readi ng of the se lected texts for the analys is is a major task in 

the investigation . Thus the research is bas icall y a library-based study where cri tical reading of 
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materials available in the libraries and the electronic sources takes the lion's share In the 

organization of data for review of related I iteratul"e and the analys is. 

Primary data is co ll ected from the texts under stu dy based on: 

• The hydro-politica l content of the texts 

• The comparabil ity of texts from both sides so as to maintain ba lance 

• Judgment of represen tati veness of the texts (as much as possib le) 

Then the ana lys is is carr ied out with the help of the support ing information which comprises 

rel evant literature on the Nile in general and hydro-politics in particular. Discourse analysis 

pert inent to the study is carried out via criti ca l reading and when needed. translation of Arabic or 

Amharic texts into English is done. 

1.8 Organization of the study 

This thesis is organ ized in four ma in chapters. The first chapter is the introduction which consists 

of the background for the study, statement of the problem, objecti ves of the stud y, delimitation of 

the stud y, limitations of the stud y, signi fi cance of the study and methodo logy of the stud y. The 

second chapter dea ls with the rev iew of related literature which is broadly di vided into t h~ 

hi storica l literatu re and related literature/studies. In the hi sto ri cal literatu re, reference materials 

regarding the Nile, hi storica l relations of Ethiopia and Egypt from ancient times to the present 

moment, and different books written on the subject from a hydro-politica l point of view are 

discussed. In addit ion, related studies do ne by other researchers regarding Nile/Abbay in 

literature will be touched upon. Thi s ·i·s followed by chapter three which is dedicated fOI" the 
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analys is of the data frol11 the se lected texts. This wo uld also have sub topics each one of which 

would il11plicit ly or exp li citl y refer to hydro-politics. This includes Nile/Abbay in poetry of the 

two countries through the years: National percept ion of the Nile/Abbay, Glorification of the Nile 

by Egypt ian poets and resentl11ent by Ethiopian poets. Abbay as a natu ral ba rrier (a di viding 

factor), Abbay as a unifying factor, Abbay as a tra ito r, Abbay as a life sav ior and co ll aborator 

of developl11ent, and Abbay as a source of conflict (threat fo r hydro-po li tical clash). The last 

chapter concludes the research. 
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Chapter Two: Literature Review 

This chapter provides the reader with a qu ick look into some books and articles on the 

Nile/Abbay with particular reference to the Eastern Ni le Basin. Th is includes a highlight on 

hi storical documents of relationship between Egypt and Ethiopia, legal agreements and basin 

hydro-politics and so on. On top orthat, to show that there is a gap that thi s thesis tri es to fil l in, 

a review of re lated literary studies pl'evious ly done by students and/or profess ional s of litel'ature 

is attem pted . 

2.1 Review of Historical Literatu re 

2.1.1 The Mysterious Source 

Nature has disclosed to no one his secret spl' ing, 

and men have not been allowed to see thee, Nile, 

whi le small; she has withdrawn thy hiding-places 

and has prefel'red that the nations should 1V0ndel' at 

rather than know thy origin. 

Lucan 
(lVww.Bartleby.com/Greatbooksonline, 20 11 ) 

As the Roman poet Marcus Annaeus Lucan us has ri gh tl y put it two millennia ago, the exact 

source of Abbay is one of its great mysteries as it has always been a poi nt of altercation since 

time immemorial. The enigma of the source, agree Er li ch and Gershoni (2000), has produced 

endless speculation s and legends. Until today, there is a tendency by many to refer to the source 

of the Abbay as the highlands of Ethiopia or the region of the highlands of Lake Tana and so on . 

Explorers from allover the wo rl d were hence irresistibly drawn to Ethi opia and other parts of 

Africa to find the real source since two millennia ago. These include, the wor ld 's first historian 
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Herodotus, the Roman Emperor Nero, the Greek astronomer/geographer Ptolemy, the Scottish 

explorer James Bruce, the English explorers John Speke and Sir Samuel Baker, Spanish priest 

Pedro Paez (the first to discover it), the Belgian Adolf Linent, the German explorer Burkhardt 

Waldecker. Some were more successful than others. 

According ly, Abbay originates In the north western Ethiopian mountains (2747 m.a.s.l.) 

specifi call y the Gish Mountain in Gish Abay. (Bruce, 1790; Cheesman, 1936; Ludwig, 1937; 

Collins, 2002) Gish Abbay town is found in Sekela woreda, West Gojjam zone, Amhara region. 

The very beginning of the Little Blue Nil e is a muddy stream. Courtesy of Mystery oj (he Nile 

Educational Guide (2005) 

Emi l Ludwig in The Life-Story of a river (1937) expli citly argues: 
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In the hi gh mountains lies the source of the "little Abbay," the 

"Mother of Abbay" that is of the Blue Nile. This mountainous 

country, lying [about 100 km ) south of L. Tana, gives birth 10 the 

river in the Gish va ll ey, at an altitude of [2743 meter. ) [ .. . )Ihe river 

makes a brief passage Ihrough Ihe lake [Tana}, like a prelude 10 ils 

song. (1937: 110) Emphasis mine. 

2.1.2 The Nomenclature, Myth and History 

From ancient times to the present era, the ri ver has severa l names. In the ancient Egypt ian 

mythology Hap i is the god of the Nile Ri ver and the source of life of all the people, animals and 

plants around it . Beasancon cited in W/ghiorghis (200 I E.C) talks about many other different 

names of the ri ver like ' the god of gods", "the god of vegetation," "so urce of life," "the reason 

for prosperity of Egypt," " life giving," "the creator of grain," and so on inscribed on stelae. 

(Woldeghiorgis, 200 I E.e.) 

The name Nile is derived from the Nahal or river valley in old Semitic (De Villiers in Tafesse, 

200 1) or from the Greek l1eilos (www. uv.es/EBR IT/main/eb.htm.) So the anc ient Egyptians 

might have used it to refer to the va ll ey the river brought life to. Some sources say that the word 

Nile comes from the Arabic wo rd l1el whose meaning is a "gift to others" that is to say "N ile is a 

gift from God." (Wo ldegh iorgis, 200 I E.C) This mi ght have something to do with l1ilo meIer -

the instrument used by the Ancient Egyptians to measure the vo lume of the Nile Ri ver. 

With regard to Abbay al so there are different stori es of nomenclature. Fo r examp le, 

correspond ing to Gedle Zere'abruk (200 I E.e.), the naming goes as fo llows: 
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Abune Zere'abtuk was summoned to Emperor Iyasu' s court at Goncler. On hi s departure he 

recommended his prayer books to the river's care until he returned. When he returned after seven 

yea rs he asked the source to give back hi s books. 

"gish!" [spit out! ] he said and the source of the ri ver did the same. 

To the Abun 's amazement, the books that came out of the water were all dry. To show th is 

"miracle", Abune Zere'abruk turned to a monk who was with him and sa id , "Aba, eyi l " [Fathe, 

look!] Since then, the ri ver came to be called Abbayl 

Combining "gish" and ' Aba eyi", the place where the river emerges came to be known as "Gish 

Abbay" . Sometimes in Gish Abay, the peop le al so call Abbay Gihol1 . Thi s traces its root to the 

Biblical times where thi s ri ver is conside red to be one of the fou r ri ve rs that water the Garden of 

Eden. (Gen.2: 13) 

"Abawi" in the classica l Geez language to mean "bi g" or "fatherly" (Talia, 2000; Bruce, I 790) 

has been suggested as the meaning of the ri ver's name due to its great magnificence. On the 

other hand, referring to the ri ver's use lessness to Eth iopia so far, and to its heedlessness to the 

people of Ethiop ia some contend that Abbay is called as such to mean that it is a liar 

(Woldeghiorgis, 200 I E.C). AI-Bahr al -Azraq and Jupiter are other names of the river. 

2.1.3 Historical Connections of Egypt and Ethiopia 

It is interest ing to see the cultural , re li gious, political , and economi c relations of Egypt and 

Ethiopia are one way or another associated with the Nile/Abbay. The recorded hi story of 

centuries-long mult ifaceted relat ions dates as far back as the time of kings and mamluks, passes 
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through pre-colonial periods, and cont inues to the co lonial and present moment having different 

faces. Below, some of the major connections are given in their chronological order. 

1133-73 King Lal ibela discussed the idea of diverting the Nile and forced the Egyptians to pay 

annual tribute. 

1344-71 Emperor Saife Arad laid the foundat ion for the Ethiopian "golden age" by engaging 

Egyptian experts in hi s po lit ical admi ni stration and his armed forces. 

1381 Emperor Dawit sent an army that reached Aswan because the Egypt ian Mm luks persecuted 

the Ethiopian community in Jerusalem. Peace was reestablished as Egyptians responded 

pos itively and an appeasement has been effected" 

1414-1429 Emperor Yishak hosted a group of Mamluks led by AI-Tabingha who had fl ed from 

their ri vals in Egypt. 

Pankhurst (2000) also identifies three more Ethiopian kings who have been claimed to have 

attempted to block/divert Abbay. He then argues that there had been no concrete effort to 

interfere with the river. Tn add ition as none of the claims were supported with Egyptian sources, 

Ethiopia's position to intimidate the very life of Egypt is a "myth that ag itates pol itics to this 

very day." The claim, he asserts, "proved to be no more than roars ofa paper lion". 

Scholars like Arsano (2007), however, believe that in terms of the Nile/Abbay all the mentioned 

medieval kings, the Monarchy, Dergue and the present admi ni stration have similar stand, albeit 

the efforts made and the approaches rollowedmay va ry depending on differelll factors. 
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Unlike the ancient and medieva l relat ions of the two countries which are mainly based on legend 

and chron icles, well documented relationships and act ions on the Nile started tak ing place in the 

earl y 20th centu ry. 

1917 King Tefari Mekonen sent Dr. workneh marl in to di scuss and recru it American engineers 

fo r the lake Tana development plan. 

1924 Egypt and Ethiopia sta rted di plomat ic relations. 

1930 Ethio-US cooperat ion led to the commencement of the physical survey of the Nil e at an 

est imated total cost of USD 8,878,000. 

1941 Ethiopia repud iated the 1902 Treaty over the Nile because Britain recogn ized the abo rtive 

Itali an 'Conquest ' of Ethiopia. 

1951 Ethiop ian Abun appo in ted fo r the first ti me as Head of the Ethiop ian Orthodox Church. 

Earlier, the post was filled by Egypt ians. 

1956 Ethiopia asserted that it reserved (t hen and in the futu re) the ri ght to ut ili ze the waters of 

the Blue Nile, without recognizing any li mitations on its tj·eedom of action. 

1957-62 The 1930 survey on the Nile implemented. It invo lved stud ies of stream fl ow; soil s, 

hyd roelectri c power potential and land use. 

1960 Muslim students establi shed the Eri trean Liberat ion Front (ELF) in Cairo. 

1960 The construct ion of the Aswan High Dam started. It was completed after eight years in 

1968. 
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1977 Ethiopia stressed at the UN Water Conference at Mar del Plata in Argentina that it was 'the 

sovereign right of any riparian state, in the absence of an international agreement, to proceed 

unilatera ll y with the development of wate r resou rces with in its territory'. 

1988 the USD 300 mi llion Tana-Beles project started. In th is connect ion Egypt is said to have 

influenced the blockage of a loan from the African Development Bank (ADB) which was 

req uested fo r this purpose. Thi s was allegedly done because Egypt felt the project would harm it. 

1991 Ethiopia and the Sudan signed an agreement to use the Blue Nile and the Tekeze/Atbara 

rivers to the dismay of Egypt. 

1993 The first of a series of Nile 2002 conferences launched. It was funded by the Canadian 

International Development Agency CCl DA). 

1997 (September) An Aide Memoir was sent to the diplomatic missions 111 Cairo by the 

Government of Ethiop ia. It asserted that the 1959 water apportionment agreement between Egypt 

and the Sudan was not bind ing on Ethiopia. 

1999 Ethiopia asserted its ri ght to the waters of the Ni le at the UN conference on water 

resources. 

2011 The construction of the Ethiopian Great Mil lennium Dam started. 

2,1.4 The Impact of Nile Treaties 

The legal agreements between and among riparian states are majorJy colon ial and post colonial 

phenomena. Concerni ng the two countries, there are eight major treaties signed in a span of 
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about 70 years between 189 1 and 1959 on the use of the Nile waters (Kefya lew Mekonnen cited 

in Gebeto, 20 I 0) and one framework agreement of cooperation in 1993 (A braham, 2004; Arsano 

2007). The major agreements are shown below in chrono logica l order: 

I· Anglo-Ita lian Protocol of Ap ril 15/1 891 affirms that the Italian Government pledges not to 

engage in any construction work on the Atbara River in view of irri gation, which might 

significantly affect its flow into the Nile (Abraham 2004). 

2. Anglo-Ita lian ag reement of 1901 over the use of Ri ver Gash (Gebeto, 20 I 0) 

3· Ethio-British Agreement of May 15/1902 says that Hi s Majesty the Emperor Menelik II , 

King of Kings of Eth iopia, engages himself towards the Go vernment of His Britannic Majesty 

not to construct any works across the Blue Nile, Lake Tana or the Sobat river which would arrest 

the flow of their waters except in agreement with His Bri tannic Maj esty 's Gove rn ment and the 

Government of Sudan.(Woldeghiorghis 200 I E.C. ; Abraham 2004) 

4· Agreement of December 13/ 1906 between Britain , France and Italy asserts that the 

interest of Great Br itain and Egypt in the Nile Basin , more specifi ca ll y as regards the regulation 

of the waters of that ri ver and its tributa ries, shall be respected (Abraham 2004). 

5· Agreement between Bri tain and Ita ly, December 14-20, 1906. This agreement contends 

that the Government of Italy engages not to construct on the head-waters of the Blue Nile or 

White Nile or tri butaries or effluents any works which might sens ibly modify thei r fl ow in to the 

ri ver (Abraham 2004). 

6· The May 7, 1929 Agreement between Brita in (on behalf of the Sudan) and Egypt states 

that Egypt as an independent state and Britain on behalf' of the Sudan, signed the first agreement 
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after World Wa r- I. Egypt complained , for the first time, that Sudan may undertake irrigat ion 

development in its terri tory. Under thi s agreement, the concept of ' Egypt 's natural and hi stori cal 

rights' came into bei ng (Abraham 2004, Arsano 2007, Erl ich 2002) 

7· Agreement for the Apportionment (Full Uti liza tion) of the Nile Wa ters between Egypt 

and the Sudan was signed in Novcmber 1959. The proport ion of waters of the Nile was 55.5 

bil lion m3 for Egypt, 18.5 billi on m3 fo r the Sudan and 10 billionm3 was estimated to evaporate 

under condition the flow stays the same (84 bil lion m3) (Woldeghiorgis 2009). June 1959, 

Emperor Haileselsass ie broke the affiliation of Ethiopian Chri st ianity with Egyptian Coptic 

Church. So according to Erli ch and Gershoni, 2000, "spiritual" dependence stops but "materi al" 

dependence continues. The follow ing year the Aswan Hi gh Dam construct ion started and was 

completed in 1968. 

8· Agreement of July II 1993 betwcen Presid ents Meles Zenawi and I-Iusni Mubarak 

acknowledges 'c lose re lations' of the two count ri es ' li nked by the Nile Ri ve r with its basin as a 

cen ter of mutual interest'. (Arsano 2007). Due to Ethiopia' s di sagreement wi th Britain, the latter 

excluded the fo rmer when other agreements (A nglo-I ta li an , Anglo-Egyptian and Egypt-Sudan) 

were signed in 1925, 1929 and 1959 respectively (Abraham 2004). On July I, 1993 the two 

leaders agreed ' not to do anything with the Nile waters that might harm the interests of either 

party'. This was, nonetheless, a "ta lk to further talk" on the Nile water acco rding to Tafesse 2001 

as it is not detai led. 

9. The Nile Basin Agreement between Six Riparian States is expected to be rati fi ed in the 

nea r future though Egypt and the Sudan ha ve still refused to sign thi s agreement. The agreement 

is part of the negotiations between the ten countries of the Nile Basin Initiati ve to sign a 
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Cooperative Framework Agreement (CFA) that have been ongoing for at least 13 years. 

(http://en.afrik.com/article I7639.l1tl11l) 

In summary, pa rtly because many of the agreements were undertaken in a colon ial and cold war 

context, tensions over the control of Nile waters are longstanding obstacles to growth and 

development in the area. Conflict prevention and cooperati ve water resources management in the 

Nile Basin are therefore central development challenges for the ten countri es that share the Nile 

Rivers. 

2.1.5 Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) 

The N ile Basin Initiative (NBI), initiated formally in 1999, provides a basin-wide framework to 

fight poverty and promote socio-economic deve lopment amongst the ten Nile countri es . The NB I 

is led by the Council of Min isters ill charge of Warer A ffairs fro m the member state (N ile-COM), 

with the support ofa Techn ical Advisory Committee (Nile-TAC), and a Secretariat (N ile-S EC). 

The Nile Basin Initiative's St rateg ic Act ion Program is gu ided by a shared vision "to achieve 

sustainable socio-economic development through the eq uitab le utili zation of, and benefit from, 

the common Nile Basin water resources" (NBI 2000). 

2.2 Review of Related Literature/Studies 

When it comes to the realm of literature, much has not been done in the context of the relation of 

the two countries in general and hydro-politics in particular. This wri ter has come across very 

few works done on the area and th is project intends to indicate the ex isting gaps and tries to fill 

them in the context of literary discourse rather than hi stor ical , legal or geographical accounts. 
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I. Myth and Reality: Minds of Ethiopian Poets on the Blue Nile by Bayleyegn Tasew (1998) 

This study is pub li shed in the Proceed in gs of the S'h Nile 2002 Conference. It deals with the 

perceptions of two Ethiop ian poets, namely Tsegaye Gebremedhin and Hailu Gebreyohannes. In 

his study, Tasew has used the poems: 

o innatkin Belulegn by poet Hailu Gebreyohannes and he has tried to analyze the 

relationship between myth and poetry and their funct ion as instruments of convey ing 

deep seated fee lings like hunger and povert y. 

o Abbay by Poet Laureate Tsegaye Gebremedhin. Here also he has cons idered the deep 

imagination of the poet and the power of the poem to analyze the "age-old" historical 

heritage and cultural va lues and be liefs. 

The author then concludes that the Nile has a great place in the world of mythology and hi story. 

He also argued that Ethiopian poets forward their views on se lf reliance, sa lvation, and 

utilization of the Nile waters on the basis of equity, good-faith , and so on. 

2. The Father of Rivers: The Nile in Ethiopian Literature by Bairu Talla (2000) 

In thi s study Talla assesses the notion and role of the Nile in Ethiopian literatu re in the ' widest 

sense of the term ' and one of the particular issues he explicitly avoided in hi s paper from the 

outset is dea ling with the "pol itics ensui ng from the comp lex ity of the problems" that the ri ver 

involves. He instead explored all types of literature - hi sto ry, religion, folkl ore, novel, poetry, 

etc. and tried to show how Abbay "the Father of Ri vers" is represented in these works. 
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From poetry he took into consideration three poems - Aya lneh Mulatu 's Tikur Abbay, Hailu 

Gebreyohannes's Jnnalkin Beiuign, and an anonymous poem from the Eth iopian daily newspaper 

Addis Zemen. 

Tatl a argues that the Nil e was, and sti ll is, an ever-present factor in the mind of the Ethiopian 

society and that it is a deep-rooted element in the Ethiopian cultu re and foreign po li cy. 

The fact that both studies revolve around the Nile makes them related to thi s work. Nonetheless, 

two fundamental po ints make the present work different from both of these studies. Fi rst ly, none 

of the works deals specificall y with broader concept of hydro-pol it ics in depth. Tatla explicitly 

avoids it from hi s ana lysis and Tasew implies it in his concluding remarks. This work on the 

contrary considers, in add ition to some other facts, different situations in which hydro-polit ica l 

sp irits are communicated or at least imp li ed in all the poems selected. Secondl y, both studies 

deal with Ethiopian li terature on ly, and even so, they considered only two and three poems for 

anal ys is while thi s one is concel'lled about the literature of two countries fo und in the Nile Basin 

and a comparative analys is is made to reveal the perceptions of the poets, to show the contention 

between the poets and by extens ion thei r respective countri es, and fi nall y to check the 

relat ionship of the countries and/o r the respective nationa l situations suggested through the 

poems wherever poss ib le. 
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Chapter Three: A Comparative Analysis of Ethiopian and Egyptian 

Poetry on the Nile/Abbay l 

This chapter deals with the anal ysis of the se lected poems from Egypt and Ethiopia. All poems 

from Ethiopia except one are in Amharic, and unless stated otherwise, their trans lation is done by 

th is writer. Some of the poems by Egypti an poets are found already translated and some are 

retrieved in Arabic and the writer got them tran slated. The poems are sub divided into themes 

and sub-themes, so comparison is made based on the general area or focus of the poems -

national Vs regional, glorification Vs resentment, the times (if available) when the poems were 

produced - for contextualization, and so on. 

Poetry, derived from a Greek word , poesis, meaning "making" or "creating", is a fasc inating 

work of art written with deep insight, hi gh quality, moving intensity or sincerity, or immense 

beauty. Apart from its capti vating nature, poetry, accord ing to Herder, is a means of conveying 

hi storical truth in a way better than hi story itself: 

In poetry's ga llery of diverse ways of thinking, diverse aspirat ions 

and diverse desires, we come to know periods and nations far more 

intimately than we can through the misleading and patheti c method 

of studying thei r poli tical and military history. [ ... ] From its poetry, 

we can learn [the people's] way of thinking, its des ires and wants, 

the way it rejoi ced and the ways it was gui ded ei ther by its 

principles or its inclinati ons. (c ited In Gall agher and Greenb latt, 

2001: 7) 

1 Nile: the Nile proper (from Khartoum onwards) - fo r the Egyptia n poems 

Abbay: the Abbay proper (from source until it leaves Ethiopian territory) - for Ethiopian poems 
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The poems ana lyzed in th is chapter do not at any rate represent the entire production of li terary 

works from both countri es. While a dec isive judgment requires a thorough analys is of all forms 

of work or at least as many more as poss ible, for obvious reasons th is study is limited to the ones 

that were accessible from Egypt and the ones that are, in this writer's judgment, reasonably 

comparab le to them from Amhari c. Therefore, the points made based on the poems here under 

are only pre liminary and are subject to change in later studies. 

In Egypt, hymn to the Nile is very common and is important as bearin g witness to the state of 

rel igious thought, the economic use, the psychology and way of li fe in the time of the Pharaohs. 

On the other hand, the reflection the myths associated with and the praise for Abbay in Eth iopia 

in the sense it is done in Egyptian poems seems to be virtually non-ex istent. 

3.1 The National Perception of the Nile/Abbay: Glorification Vs Resentment 

For a general compari son of the river's behavior and the stark diffe rence of perception by the 

poets of the source and receiver states, it suffices to consider the following poems: 

3.1.1 Glorification 

This hymn to the Ni le by an unknown Egyptian author was wr itten circa 2 100 B.C. The poet is 

concerned with the Nile river valley civi li zation and the power of the river. The river is revered 

as a god of gods. 

Hail to the Nile 

Hail to thee, 0 Nile! 

Who manifests thyself over this land, 

and comes to give life to Egypt! 
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Mysterious is thy issuingforlhfi·oll1 Ihe darkness, 

on this day whereon il is celebraled! 

Walering the orchards crealed by Ra, 

to cause all the callie 10 live, 

you give Ihe earlh to drink, inexhaustible one! 

Path Ihat descendsJi'omlhe sky, 

loving the bread ofSeb and Ihe first-Ji'uils of Nepera, 

You cause the workshops of Ptah 10 prosper! 

The poet begun by talking to the " inexhaustible" ri ver "himself' about the river's appearance 

from the "darkness" - a common express ion in many of the hymns (perhaps alluding to the 

mysteriousness of the source) and the watering of the field s, prosperity and so on . 

Absence or even reduced amount of the Nile fl oods is not tolerab le. The di saster that follows is 

expressed in the following verses: 

Jfyou cease your loil and your work, Ihen all Ihat exists is in anguish. 

Jflhe gods suffer in heaven, Ihen Ihe faces of men wasle away. 

Then He lormenls Ihe flocks of Egypl, and greal and small are in agony. 

S/He then proceeds to describe more abo ut the praise and the sacrifi ces offered to the Nile and 

"His" inundation. 

Bul all is changedfor mankind when He carnes; 

AI1 is changed by the inundalion; il is a healing-balm fo r all mankind. 

Establisher of jus lice! Mankind desires you, 

Supplicating you to answer Iheirprayers; 

You answer Ihem by Ihe inul1dalion! Men offer Ihe firsl-Ji'uils of corn; 

Alllhe gods adore you! 

o inundation of the Nile, offerings are made unlo you, 
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men are immolated to you, great/estivals are instituted/or you. 

Birds are sacrificed to you, gazelles are taken/or you in the 

mountain, 

Pure flames are prepared/or you. Sacrifice is melted to every god 

as it is made to the Nile. 

The Nile has made its retreats in Southern Egypt. 

The poet concludes by showing how Egyptians accept the Nile fo r them to prosper. They 

enthusiastically say, "Come and Prosper!" 

Men exalt him like the cycle o/the gods, 

They dread him who creates the heat, 

Even him who has made his son the universallnaster 

In order to give prosperity to Egypt. 

Come (and) prosper! Come (and) prosperi 

o Nile, come (and) prosper! 

o you 1IIho make men to live through hisflocks 

and his flocks through his orchards! 

Come (and) prosper, come, 0 Nile, come (and) prosper! 

(lmp:llwww.fordham.edu/ha lsail/ancient/hymn-nil e.htm l) 

The Nile had a strong infl uence on the writings of the ancient Egyptians (Wall is, 1885). Whi le 

thi s is but only one exam ple of the hymns to the Nile by Ancient Egyptians written millennia 

before the birth of Christ, it remains to be the retl ection of the general truth abo ut the Egyptians' 

view of the Nile and its abso lu te im portance until very recent ly. The myth and rea lities mi xed in 

the poem show the absolute dependence of the country on the Nile. The darker side of thi s 

extreme love and adoration of the Nile might have led to possess iveness. To the Egyptians the 
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Nile was unquestionably "their" god in those days, and "their" river above and beyond the claims 

of any other riparian state in the bas in now. 

3.1.2 Resentment 

The Ethiopian poets on the other hand aired their frustrati ons, grievances, sorrow, hatred etc . 

using their poetry though not as ear ly as the Egypti ans. (This writer has not come across any 

poem of such nature written before 1967 E.C.) The dip lomatic relation of Ethiop ia with regard to 

the Ni le during the I-Iail esellasie reg ime was such that I ittl e had to be said about Abbay "so as not 

to arouse Egyptian emot ion." (Tafla, 2000). Especially towards the end of hi s regime, as Ashok 

Swain ( 1997) wo uld agree, the emperor had ne ither the "polit ical will" nor the "financia l 

strength" to develop the water resources of the country. 

It was abo ut thi s time that one profound wo rk has been produced by Poet Laureate Tsegaye 

Gebremedh in . That too was more concerned about the regional and in ternational signi fi cance 

and the rich hi storical heri tage of the ri ver. The poem Abbay (1 972) li ke the Egyptian hymn, 

glori fies the ri ver as the "cradle of civili zation ," the "blood of the mother of Cush (Ethiopia)", 

"the Gihon", the "god of gods" and so on and so forth. (Esat Woy Abeba, 1999) 

In later times, however, considering the cou ntry's situation , no wonder the lamentation in 

published poems outweighs the praise as the ad vantages of Abbay are too li ttle as compared to 

the disadvantages. Thi s hopelessness is refl ected in some of the poets' wo rks. 
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The problem begins with the loss of the fert il e soi l from our highlands. In the following excerpt 

from Tadele Gedle's ( 1993 E.C.) poem, thi s theft is meta phorica ll y presented with the loss of 

agricultural produce the fertil e soil could have yielded to the Eth iopians if it had stayed. 

Abbay We nt Out o/Sighl 

Wh ile there are many nalives 01 home, 

11 took all our produce ji-OIl1 ourfields 

The lejJ, Ihe wheal, barley and mallei, 

The peas, the beans, and the chickpeas 

The orange, the mango, lemon ji'ol/1 our garden 

To give it to the Egyptians. 

Being unable to use what is supposed to be 'one's own' is so heart breaking. Being deprived of 

the benefi t of whatever you have at hand is so pa in fu l. The poet's regret about the escape of 

Abbay refusing to be tamed is expressed rightly in these verses: 

Abbay galloped, it flowed; 

11 could nol save usji-oI/1 our plighl 

Soil got mixed wilh WaleI', 

Abbay sprinted like a pan/her! 

(Wolli yo u, 2002 E.Cl 

Abbay is also personified, insu lted, cu rsed and to ld hi s cl'lmes ri ght to the face. One such 

exemplary poem is Poet Hailu G/Yohannes's Innalkin Belulgn. The poet begins hi s disparag ing 

insult "Ina/kin" with the title and goes on ta lking about Abbay's heedlessness. He is telling hi s 

Eth iopian fellows to insult Abbay on his beha lf. Excerp t from lnnalkin Belllllign, by Poet Hailu 

Gebre Yohannes (Translation from Bayleyegn Ta sew, 1998) is given below. 
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Please get an eye of Abbay! When il isflowing away. 

Let its tears run down! 

It flaws like a snake in a twist, 

When its natives sufferfi'ol11 thirst, 

When they uller a cry of agony. 

Why, then does it not give response? 

Because it is cruel, Abbay is heedless. 

From us, he turns hi s face to the river itself and starts talking to Abbay and interrogates the 

"blind" and "deaF' "him" thus: 

If you have eyes, you, Abbay-the idle, 

Please see Ihatman, that manfor a !noment, 

Burnt with thirst, exhausted, such like Ihis, 

For you have deserted him 10 go 10 olher places. 

Please see the land screaming in pain, 

Yelling to receive your favar, 

Beggingfor your mercy, 

Begging you for a drop of ,·valer. 

When your land cries out 10 tellihe tale of her woes, 

With her throat dried up, 

So, what happened 10 your ears? 

For they seem 10 be deaf to her cries. 

The poet's vision about the wish and will of the people, the country's national interest which 

goes in line with the "natural" or "God-given ri ght" is expressed in the fo llowing verses : 

Fencing by dams to change YOll into power, 

Dislribuling by canals 10 make youji'uitfid, 
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Tapping by pipes to feed mankind, 

Governed by his power, under his control, 

indeed, he will use you, and 

You will never remain mocking at him, 

(Tasew, 1998) 

Such view of uni lateral ap proach - Ethiopia's "natural right" as opposed to the Egyptians 

"historical rights" which is rooted in the obsession as seen in the above poem are deeply seated 

in the psychology of the poets of the respective countries, 

Even a more malevolent curse comes from anothe r Ethiopian poet who seems to have lost hope 

on Abbay totally, In hi s poem entitled Abbay, poet Abebaw Melaku ( 1995 E,C.) would love to 

rip Abbay off its " il legitimate" fa me, honor ancl big name of the past. 

For the illegitimate praise you have received in the past, 

For your wicked way offooling the entire "habesha ", 

Get double of your disaster, be cursed. 

************************************* 

Since from the beginning what have you given us, 

Except your name? 

If it were fo r your shrewdness, 

instead of singing and dancing in your name, 

We should rather mourn the loss of you, 

************************** 

Abbay! Reap vanity, reap what you have sown, 

As we grieved because of you, grieve even more, 

(wol liyoll, 2002 E,C.) 
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Such was the genera l trend and the language of the time - deep sorrow and gri evance 

accumulated for thousands of years. 

One major charge the Egypt ian poets have against the Ni Ie is the inundation. As much as it is 

wanted for surplus production of crops, the inundation at times becomes devastating. This has 

been indicated in the hymn of ancient Egypt ians and also in the poems of much recent ones. 

The first three lines from a poem by Tahir Themakhsh iri is given as an example below. 

The poet addresses the Nile and asks "him" rhetor ica l questions as to why "he" hummers Egypt 

with heavy and destructive flood. He writes thus: 

Are you mobilized by jealou.sy or anger? 

Are you on revolution on my cOlln/I)I, Egyp/ ? 

To throw her sons into crazy waves? 

(www. Bartieby.colll/Greatbooksoni ine, 20 11) 

The above are few examples of poems from the two countries dealing to a greater extent with the 

national level of hydro-political concerns. Whether written to or about the ri ver Nile/Abbay, the 

implication is always there that concerned stake holders consciously or unconsc iously take some 

lessons. For Bairu Tafla, in Ethiopia Abbay's "indictment" is "in conformity wi th the traditional 

qene (sacred hymn) technique, as it was impossib le to charge the relevant government organs for 

doing too little about it." (Tafla, 2000: 166) 

This writer agrees with the above point, but the "concerned government organs" were not saved 

as the writers in the later times came up with a better approach - making the river speak back! 
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The following narrat ive poem by Zenamarkos Endalew entitled The Exiled Abbay (1992 E.C.) is 

one example. The poem is Abbay 's narration of his liFe-history starting from his birth at Gish 

Abbay. He talks about his journey to lake Tana and then to Ti sissat Fa ll , about hi s task of 

delineating Gojjam from GondaI', wo ll o, Shewa, and Wollega . 

He then tal ks about the reason for hi s exi le to the Sudan and Egypt like thi s: 

Hoping to get someone who may wish to use me, 

1 flowed around the whole land of Ethiopia, 

But there was none at all willing to use me, 

Allthe authorities ignored me totally, 

The MinistlY of Work did not care to ask me, 

The Minislly of Mine did not care to ask me, 

Municipalities were carelessfor me, 

Water Development did not care to ask lI1e, ' 

Agriculturalists turned theil-/aces on me, 

Engineers, journalists, all the educated turned their faces on me, 

So 1 got mad at them and 1 planned to do something. 

(Endalew, 1992 E.C.) 

That plan of his is to take with him all the fert ile soi l, the important volcanic mineral s and 

everything useful to the places where he claims to have had a better response. Then Abbay 

fi nishes his story when he empties itself into the Mediterranean Sea. 

This accusation-counter accusat ion, blame-denial, re lationship between Abbay and the poets was 

common during the Dergue regime and the present regime. A more direct response to the "false 

accusations" on Abbay is given by Getachew Wolliyou. In hi s poem called Abbay's Response 
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(2002 E.C.), the writer addresses the lethargy and laz iness of the peop le and the reluctance of 

policy makers through Abbay himself. An excerpt is given below. 

Please SlOp Ihe insult, don't curse me for nothing, 

Instead, construct a dam, or diveI'I me for use, 

Don 'I expect me to be your policy maker, 

Your waler engineer or a donor agency 

I can 'I acl against the course ofnalure, 

Andjlow upwards, 

But I want you to know that 1 '/11 rewarding, 

I'm ready to respond and 10 sland by your side, 

lf you are determined to work and develop. 

(Woll iyou, 2002) 

This kind of technique is also common with the Egyptian poets. According to the data availab le 

to thi s writer the domesti c concern of the Egyptians is different from that of the Ethiopians. The 

Egyptian poets are more concerned abo ut environment as a hydro-po litical concern. In that case 

the Nile is made to ask, respond or accuse. 

Neglect and misuse of the Ni le as a maj or internal problem in Egypt prompted an Egyptian poet, 

Farouk Gweda, to publish a poem. In th is poem the Ni le is portrayed as rebell ing aga inst the 

tyranny of those inhabiting its shores. Partial translat ion of the poem (last six verses) published 

in AI-Ahram is retrieved from www.po li ticalislal11.org 

The Nile so bitterl y tells the inhabitants to go back in time and to act li ke their ancestors, the 

ancient Egyptians who so adored nature in general and the Nile in pa rticular that the "common 
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man" 111 those days never polluted the Nile "even once 111 hi s life time". 

(www.mansvu.mans.edu/hala) 

Go back to your old love .. . and teach 

Your children to protect my shores 

1 gave you my life ... but you showed contempt for my intimacy 

1 therefore raise lI1y flag ofrebellion 

If 1 had known what the fiilure was hiding 

1 would have chosen another land than yours to sell Ie in 

www.politi ca lislam.org 

The unlawful establishment of industries, du mping of sewage into the ri ver, and use of pesticides 

and fertilizers are mentioned as causes of pollution in Egypt. According to the Wikipedia 

Encyclopedia, in Egypt, 

[ ... J there are 36 industries that discharge their pol lut ion sources direct ly into the 

Nile, and 41 into irrigation canals[ ... JThe northeast Nile Delta region has a high 

incident rate of pancreat ic cancer that is believed to be from high levels of heavy 

metals and organ-chlorine pesticides found in the so il and water. 

(www.wikiped ia.com) 

3.1.3 Revolution 

In another poem written just before the 20 I I Egyptian revolution, Gweda wrote a poem entitled 

To a River that has Lost its Contumacy. In thi s poem the poet speaks to the proud old Ni le about 

the loss of its purity. 

Why did you surrender? 

For ages you suckled usfear 
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You taught us silence and Ihe impossible 

Now you are hiding behind Ihe years 

You go back andforth like afainl apparilion 

Why did you surrender? 

You were once our pride 

The poet then seems to use the N i Ie to crit icize the system in the same way as Ethiop ians' qene. 

Gweida ind icates that he is also "chained". Who chained them? Some peop le referred to as 

"they" - may be the irresponsible authorities. 

Did they Chllill you as tll ey chllined us? 

Did Ihey silence you as they did to us? 

Why are you ajYaid? 

Youfrighlened monarchs in the past 

They feared your rage. 

******************** ***** 

They can never dethrone you 

But did they chain you? 

To destroy inside us the time ofpride? 

Slave we became as they enslaved you. 

Oh Nile. 

*********************** 

Let ItS revive the old spring 

Destroy your chains and mine. 

Since YOU lIl1d I surrender? 

My home address is humilialed pride 

Because this is 110t Egypt IIl1d you are not the Nile. {Emphasis Ihis writer 's} 

(www.mansyu.mans.ed u/hala) 

39 



For the Egyptians, before they claim to add ress the problem of water scarcity at the regional 

level, this hydro-politica l home work of allev iat ing water scarcity at a national level by 

protecting water pollution needs to be done. That is why the poets are preoccupi ed with such 

tasks as lamenting about the Nile's puri ty and using it as a tool to convey their concealed 

messages. 

Considering the industri ali zation and irrigation level in Ethiopia, thi s is not a major threat at least 

~bL 
for the time being. So it does not seem~a concern fo r the Ethiopian poets. For the moment their 

concern is poss ibility of industriali zati on through hydro-electri c power generation and possibility 

of developing irrigation canals. Thus, in 1992 E.C., Ayalneh Mulatu came up with a one act 

poetic drama entitled Shotelay. Here, in Act one, Scene five , the Spirit of Abbay and an old 

woman (representing Ethiopia - the sholelay) are conversing. 

The poet, like the previous poets is making the Abbay defi antly argue and convincingly deny the 

accusations oflhe old lady. 

The Old Woman: Now, what do you want a/me? 

You have ripped me ofJmy treasure, 

You have leji me naked, 

So what do you wanl ji'01l1 me today? 

Abbay (Sp irit): I am here to lalk wilh you, 

I want 10 lell you Ihe Irulh. 

OW: well, I don 'I wanl 10 lalk 10 you. 

Abbay: Why? 

OW: Because you are drawing m)' enemies, nol my allies, 
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You came oul of my womb, bul you are nolmy suppa rIel'. 

The argument continues. The old woman te lls Abbay that he was a criminal as he takes her 

property and gives it to her "enemies"; he kill s her ch ildren with hunger and thirst but he feeds 

and gives water to others who later come to attack her; etc. In hi s defense, Abbay denies 

everything and he adamantly tell s her that it is all her child ren's fault. They are not un ited and 

strong; they are not attempting to use him . 

OW: Ihal is because Ihey are oji'aid! 

A}i'aid of Ihose, whom you have boosted, 

Wilh our soil, with our water. 

Abbay: No, they did notllY in the jirst place, 

!f they did they wouldn 'I be a}i'aid 

What they are apprehensive about is their 

Apprehension itself. 

OW: Haven '( you produced enemies for us? 

Don '( we have rivals that have come because of you? 

What are all these years of war and calamity? 

The death, suffering of yesterday and before yesterday, 

/sn 't Ihal because of you, Abbay? 

And we have been Ihreatened, 

"!fyou touch a drop of water }i'om Abhay, 

Blood will be shed that is equal 10 the amount of Abbay!" 

Abbay: Whatever Ihey sayl 

There has never been war because you used water }i'om me 

And there will never be. 
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Some hydro-political scholars argue that there wi ll be war because of cross-boundary rivers. 

Th is controversia l argument that there will be war over water is reiterated in the frustrations of 

the old woman. Yet, some others argue that war over water is just a myth, and cooperation is the 

so lution. And this is succ inct ly pointed out by Abbay in hi s conversat ion with the old woman. 

So Abbay continues: 

Abbay: Bul if you choose 10 sil and die of droughl and hunger, 

Whose faull is Ihal anyway? Yours? Theirs? Or mine? 

(Mulat, 1992 E.C.) 

They fin all y agree to collaborate for development by using Abbay' s tributaries fo r a start until it 

is poss ible to take out the main, ungovernable Abbay from its deep va lleys and precipices. Thus, 

the "water war" argument is somehow demystified by the agreement of Abbay and the old lady 

(Ethiopia) to work together fo r the national agenda. 

3.2 The Regional Signit1cance of Abbay/Nile: Cooperation Vs Conflict 

The sense of cooperat ion/confl ict comes when the poets start th in king beyond the nat ional 

concern. The sense of conflict is depicted when poets think of their deprivat ion and consider 

their relative deprivation because of "others". The notion of cooperation ari ses when people 

think of their bless ings and consider others as causes of the bless ings. 

3.2.1 Cooperation and conflict? 

Though dealing with songs/lyri cal poetry in general is not th is paper's primary concern, the 

writer believes that consi dering monumental hydro-po li tical lyri cs is wo rth while. One such work 
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of art that has the magnificence of Abbay itse lf is Ej igayehu Shibabaw's Abbay where both 

notions confli ct and cooperat ion are clearly indicated. 
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Ejigayehu 's regional concern with regard to Abbay, its greatness, is clearl y expressed here. 

Non transient beauty, limitless splendor, 

Eternal waters, more enduring than time 

Waters that emanated andjlowedji'oll7 Heaven 

Since the conception of Adam and the time of creation 

Unfathomable charisma, grace of the nation, Abbay. 
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Abbay, nourishment of the desert 

Then she further indicates her sudden awareness of what the Nile/A bbay means to the Egypt ians 

and that it was a ri ver in vo lving much ,politi ca l fri ction and apprehens ion. Here it goes like this: 

J louched Abbay, J touched Iheln 100, and Ihey gal irrilaled. 

Before 1 didn 'I know thai you 're Iheirjlesh and blood 

Whallhey eat is water, and whatlhey drink is too 

Abbay is bounteous 10 those of the desert 

Abbay, in you there is too much tension. 

"They" are the Egyptians, and "their" extreme dependence on and concern about the Nile is 

explicitly put forward in the above verses. John Paul Sartre as quoted by Grossman, discuses the 

power of literature for common understanding and that one can use literature to see things through the 

eyes of one's enemy so that perhaps "the enemy gradually ceases to be our enemy". (www.Literature 

and Poli tics _ Dannymorrison,htm), 

GiGi's understanding of the Abbay as the " flesh and blood" of the Egyptians and that "they get 

irri tated" when it is touched seems to suggest that the re needs to be a feeling of responsibi li ty 

and bei ng cons iderate in the way the ri ver is utilized. But it does not end there; she says, if not, 

she smells "too much tension" in the ri ver - ab bay! 

Abbay, they blame you as a human being 

Telling you about their hunger and Ihirsl 

You, jlowing water, you don 't hear when called, 

What is that you have pul inlhe town oflhe Egyplians? 

(Ej igayehu Shibabaw, 2001) 
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Here, "they" refers to the Eth iopians, and the people's trouble and the country's economic 

situation is well stated. GiGi personifi es Abbay the ri ver and tell s him that he is not li stening 

when his natives are ca ll ing him as a "human being". Beautiful! 

3.2.2 Coopel'ation 

As to how to go about the regional cooperation of the Nile utilization, Poet Hailu G/Yohannes, 

towards the end of hi s poeminnalkin Belulgn says the follow ing succ inctly. 

We shall seek solution in unity and cooperation, 

We shall gel the knowledge, the mel hod, Clnd Ihe syslem, 

To be able to use it in peacejid cooperalion, 

Unless we take it seriously, 

Unless we can use it in unity, 

An Aji'ican wealth - such as the Nile, 

... continues to live talking of our worthlessness. 

(Tasew, 1998: hi s translation) 

Back in the days, there were instances where the image of the Ethiopians by the Egyptians was 

so positive that poetry of the later did not hesitate to testify th is friendship and cooperative 

attitude. The great Egypt ian poet Ahmed Shawqi, the "prince of poets" exemplified this sense of 

cooperation in one of hi s poems written in 1932 and entitled AI·Nil Nejash i. 

The prince of poets talks about the source of the sweetness of the Ni le - it's sweetness is "dark" 

meaning to say that it is emanating from the "II/other of Kush" (to borrow Laureate Tsegaye's 

express ion.) 
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The Nile is the Nejashi, his sweetness is dark ­

Golden and marble his wonder of spark, 

On aghul he is playing 

For us the Nile is praying 

Our lives does he give 

May forever he live. 

(Erli ch 2002) 

This has the same language of the ancient hymn to the Nile except that here it is considered and 

admired as a creation rather than a creator (god). Acknowledging that the river was sent from the 

Eth iopian "Nejashi", that "he" is pray ing for them and that "he" gives them li fe, Shawq i wishes 

an eternal li fe fo r the Nile and by extension the wish goes to the source - Et hi op ia. 

One very beautifu l example to show that not all Ethiopian poems are critical of Abbay and to 

clarify the un iversa l qua lity of the river in build ing trust and cooperation among ripari an states, 

part icu larly Ethiop ia and Egypt, here is an excerpt from the Ethiopian Poet Laureate Tsegaye 

Gebremedhin 's Nile (J 997, hi s own translat ion) 

My name is Aji'ica. I am the mother of the Nile. 

o Nile, my prodigal daughter on the wildemess of the desert 

Bringing God's harmony to all brothers and sisters 

And calming down their noises of brass in their endless nakedness 

o Nile, you are music that restore the rhythm of existence 

Into the awkward stampeding of these Middle Eastel'l1 blindness 

You are the irrigator that cultivate peace 

From my Ethiopian sacred mountains of the sun 

Across to nod on the East of Aden and across Sinai 

Beyond Gibraltar into the heights of Mount Moriah 

o Nile, my chosen sacrifice for universal peace offering 
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Upon whose gifi the heritages of Meroe and Egypt 

Still survive for the benefit of our lone World. 

(AJ EST, 20 I 0) 

3.2.3 Conflict 

The heyday of relationship of the two count ri es is not ete rnal however. Most often than not 

contempt, conflict and tension are expressed or at least implied in the poetry of both countries. 

There are si tuations where this mentality is tuned by the rhetoric of the respect ive time, system 

and Nile! Abbay discourse. 

One such discourse is the birth of the Aswan High Dam in 1960. This was about the time when 

the Ethiopian Church broke away from the Egyptian Coptic Church (June 1959). This was about 

the time Egypt and the Sudan signed agreement to use the whole Nile waters declaring Ethiopia 

irrelevant to the Ni le!Abbay. The break in the Church relat ion and the water agreement of the 

two countries is considered by Haggai Erlich as a "mutual declaration of hi storica l divorce" 

between Eth iopia and Egypt. (Erlich, 2002 ) 

Here is a poem by the singer Abd al- Wahhab entitled The Tram/ormation of the Nile which 

declares that "the Nile belongs to Nejashi" is no longer valid. It was also changed into a song and 

the known Egyptian singer Umm Ku lthum perpetuated the idea through a song. 

Who, who would have believed 

That the river which has run for millions of years, 

Its direction left and right 

We lVould change at our own lViII, 

And even install adjustmenls in it. 

(Meital 's translation in Erli ch, 2002) 
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True to the spirit of the time, the dam was cons idered their symbol of security. As Colli ns (2002) 

would say "the Nile ends at Aswan. " Which technically means it also starts from Aswan, 

because they "would change it at their will" and they would "install adjustments in it". By so 

doing, says Abd al-Wahhab, the threat of the Ethiopian medieval kings and their followers is 

nullified. Simi larly, Erl ich (2002: 133) contends that because of the dam, the intimidation of 

" ... Aklilu Habtewold in 1949, Hailesellassie in the 1950s and Mengi stu in the 1980s lost its 

sting." 

As much as there are numerous productions of songs that resonate with the present government 

rhetoric with regard to the Grand Millenium Dam on Abbay in Eth iopia, one may not fail to 

mention some indications of confidence and boosted spirit. 

As an example, here is the sense of the last verses from a recent song by Genet Masresha: 

It is time .. . Abbay, the smoklessfilel 

Please irrigate [he fields of your motherland 

If one is angry with it, we are ready to face the consequence. 

More precisely, 

I;:Mlilt~ nU1C\J D'l,.I1 : 
~1IlJ.~'IT]9D I'JO .l'nmm· ,£t!,l.11! 

Genet Masresha, (2003 E.C) 
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Chapter Four: Conclusion 

The Nile has proved to be one of the most signi fi cant reasons for the age long relationship of 

Ethiopia and Egypt. One other centra l issue when considering the two countries age-long 

relationship is the relig ious tie that was estab li shed around the 3rd century. So the Abun came 

from Alexandria, and the Abbay goes to Egypt to give li fe to the entire nation . 

Numerous types of li terature have been prod uced regard ing the two countries, their relat ionships, 

and the river Nile in part icular from diffe rent angles. As regards the Nile and its connection to 

the two countries relation, the hydro-political dilemma takes the lion's share. In li ne with that 

many Ethiopians, Egyptians, and other writers have written books regarding the trans-boundary 

river, the treaties on it, international laws, ways of cooperation and so on. 

The main content ion between the two countries wi th reference to the hydro-political connect ion 

is the Egyptians' "hi storica l ri ght" which emanated from the 1929 and 1959 water agreements 

between Egypt and the Sudan fo r tota l apportionment of the Ni le waters and the "natura l ri ght" 

of Eth iopia where Eth iopia demands an equ itab le share of the waters. From the literatures 

produced, one could understand that the national and regional contexts of hyd ro-politics are bas ic 

as the nat ional interests of the countries influence their regional polic ies. 

As to the percept ions of poets of the two countries on the Nile, a clea r difference is observed. 

This is dependent on the the political, socio-economic and cultural va lues of the respective 

countries and the psychology of the poets. The major preoccupat ion of the Ethiopian poets is 

their grievance, regret, anger, and hopelessness in terms of uti lizing Abbay for the country ' s 

developmen t. So there is a major contention between the river and the poets. The poems refl ect 
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accusations, counter accusat ions, claims, cou nter claims, blames, denia ls, fru strations and 

cursing. But in the end they have a genera l tendency of focu sing on the "natural right" of the 

country to use its ri ver Abbay in a way preaching "equitable use" of the waters of the Nil e. 

On the other hand the minds of the Egypt ian poets are pretty much obsessed with a possess ive 

love for the Nile. The Nile for the Egyptians is an important part of thei r life to the extent that 

they have worshiped it since time immemoria l. This "no Nile, no life' " tendency has been 

propagated in their poems perpetuating the "hi storical" right up to the present day rhetori c. 

As to the government rhetoric and the messages of the poems, generall y the above relationships 

govern the correlation. In both cases, the poets have used the river to reflect their national 

interest. Thus the poems reveal the po larity of view between Ethiopian and Egyptian writers on 

the question of the Nile. 

In sum, the poets in question are the proponents of their respecti ve nat ional interests across the 

ages. 

50 



Bibliography 

Ajrican Journal oj Environmental Science and Technology -AJESTVol. 4,5, May 2010. 

Ayalneh, Mulatu. (1992 E.C). Shotelay. Addis Ababa. 

Bairu Tafla. (2000), The Father of Rivers: The Nile in Eth iopian Literature, in Erl ich, Haggai & 
Israel Gorshoni, eds., The Nile: Histories, Cultures, Myths, Boulder/London: Lynne Rienner 
Publ ishers. 

Bayleyegn, Tasew. (1998), Myth and Reality: Minds of Ethiopian Poets on the Blue Nil e, in 
Proceedings oj the 5th Nile 2002 Conjerence, on Comprehensive Water Resources 
Development oj the Nile Basin: Basis jor Cooperation, the Ethiopian Ministry of Water 
Resources. Held in Addis Ababa, June 26 - 30, 1997, pp. 361 - 369. 

Bruce, James. (1790), Travels to Discover the Source ojthe Nile, Vol. 3, London. 

Budge, E.A. Wa llis. (1885). The Dwellers on the Nile. Cambridge: Ch ri st's College 

Cheesman, Robert E. (1936) Lake Tana and the Blue Nile: An Abyssinian Quest. London: Frank 
Cass & Co. Ltd. 

Collins, Robert O. (2002). The Nile. New Haven: Yale Univers ity Press 

Eagleton, T. (1996). Literwy Criticism: An Introduction. Oxford: Blackwell. 

Educator's Guide. (2005) for MystelY ojthe Nile: an IMAX® theatre film and a Co-production 
of Orbita Max and MacGillivray Freeman Films. 

Ej igayehu, Shebabaw (200 1), Abbay in the Album Gud Fella. Add is Ababa. 

Erlich, Haggai. (2002). The Cross and the River: Ethiopia, Egypt, and the Nile, Boulder, 
Colorado: Lynne Reinner pub li shers. 

Felege Ghion G.A, K.M and A.Z (200 1 E.C). Gedle Zer 'aBuruk. Addis Ababa: Gutenberg 
Printers. 

Gallagher, C. and Stephen, G. (200 I) Practicing New Historicism. Chicago: Univers ity Of 
Chicago Press. 

Genet, Masresha. (2011). Abbay song. Single released at the end of2003 E.C. 

51 



Getachew, Wolliyou. (2002). Ye 'abbbay Guada. Addis Ababa: Banawi Pr inters. 

Hailu, Woldeghiorgis. (2001 E.C). Le 'Abbay Wuha Mugi/ . Addis Ababa : A.A .U. Press. 

Hassan, HamdyA. and Ahmad, AI Rasheedy. (2007) The Nile River and Egyptian Foreign Policy 
Interests, in A/i'ican Sociological Review. Vo l. II , 1,2007, pp.25-37 . 

Knife, Abreham. (2004). Nile Dilemmas. Addis Ababa: EIIPD & HADAD. 

Ludwig, Emil. ( 1937). The Nile: The Life-StolY of a River. Trans. by Mary H. Lindsay - New 
York: The Viki ng Press. 

Luzi, Samuel. (2007). Double-Edged Hydro-politics on the Nile. Zurich: Center for Security 
Studies, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology. 

Petros, J. Gebeto. (20 I 0). No More Thirst: The Citizens of the Nile. Addis Ababa: Rohobot 
Printers: 

Pankhurst, Richard . (2000). Ethiopia's Alleged Control of the Nile, in Erlich, Haggai & Israe l 
Gorshoni , eds., The Nile: Histories, Cultures, Myths, Boulder/London: Lynne RienneI' 
Publishers. 

Swain , Ashok. (1997) Ethiopia, the Sudan, and Egypt: The Ni le Ri ver Dispute, in The journal of 
Modern A/i'ican Studies, vol. 35,4 pp. 675-694. Cambridge Uni versity Press. 

Teferi , Mekonnen. (2004) "The Blue Ni le Issue: A History Of Hydro-po li tics, 1884-1974". A 
Thesis Presented To The School of Graduate Studies of Add is Ababa Un iversity in Partial 
Fulfi ll ment of the Requi rements fo r the Degree of Master of Arts in Hi story. Unpublished 
Paper. 

Tesfa ye, Tafesse. (200 I), The Nile Queslion: Hydro-polilics, Legal Wrangling, Modus Vivendi 
and Perspectives. Hamburg: LIT VERLAG Munster,. 

Tewodros, Gebre. (200 1 E.C). Beyne-Disciplinawi Yesinetsihuf Nibab. Addis Ababa: AAU 
Press. 

Tsegaye, Gebremedhi n. (1999). Esal Way Abeba. Add is Ababa: Graph ics Printing: 

Turton, A. and R. Henwood. (2002). Hydropolitics in the Developing World: A Southern African 
Perspective . Pretori a, African Water Issues Research Uni t. 

Yakob, Arsano. (2007). Ethiopia and Ihe Nile: Dilemmas of National and Regional 
Hydropolitics . Zurich: Center for Securi ty Stud ies, Swiss Federal Inst itute of Techno logy. 

52 



Zenamarkos, Endalew. (1992 E.C). Yegifim Ejjifa. Add is Ababa: Horizon Printers. 

Zewde, Gebresellasie. (2006) The Blue Nile and ifs Basins: An Issue of International Concern. 
Addis Ababa: Forum for Social Studies 

Electronic Sources: 

http://www.academicjolirnals.orglAJEST 

www.AfricafoclIs.librarv.wi.ed 

www.Bartleby.com/Greatbooksonline. 20 II 

http://en.afrik.com/a11icie I7639.html 

http://www.fordham .edll/halsal l/ancient/hymn-nile .htm I 

www.LiteratureandPolit icsDannymorrison.html 

www.mansvu.mans.edu/ha la 

www.politicalislam.org 

www.wikipedia.com 

53 



Declaration 

I, the undersigned, declare that th is thes is is my work and that all sources of materia l used in 
writing it have been dul y acknowledged. 

Signature: _:3~~~~==--
Place: :('~4 cc1ih:Jm.. U~"t, 
Date of Submiss ion: ~ j 20 f 2. 


	MX-M464N_20201102_185058

