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Abstract 

This study altempted to find out the social and economic problems of integrated street 
girls in some regular schools of Adamo town. 

Qualitative method of study was employed to collect data. Participants were six street 
girls of day and night program allendants, who were beneficiaries of the organization, 
Forum on Street Children Ethiopia (FSCE), Adamo Branch, three school principals, nine 
teachers (five females andfour males), seven non-street students, the social worker of the 
Drop in Center and the Counselor of FSCE-Adama Branch. 

The main method of data collection was interview. In addition, focus group discussion 
and informal talk were used 10 Supporllhe data oblained Ihrough Ihe inlerview. 

The sludy found oUllhallhe inlegralion of the girls has both posilive and negmive impaci 
socially, economically and educalionally. 

The main social problems of the children are prejudice established by Ihe school 
community due to the pre-determined negative altitude of the society, Absence of 
Fiendship with non- street peers in the school, lack of understanding, trust and respect by 
staif are some of the problems. Revenge actions of the street children towards the 
negative attiludes of the school communily are also found as problems. 

Economic problems are also found to be obstacles of the integraled children to pursue 
their education. Lack of food, poor quality or absence of shelter, clothing, and school 
malerials, inability to pay school relatedfees are related problems of the children. 

It seems that the social and economic problems of the girls are highly interrelmed. One 
leads to the other. Likewise, their social problems aggravate their poverty. This 
influences the girls to lead Iheir life by begging and through prostitution and relaled 
problems. 

According to the/indings, Ihe inlegraled SO'eet girls are fac ing many problems to pursue 
education. Thus, different inlervenlion measures should be taken to overcome Iheir social 
and economic problems. 

VII 



C IIA PTER ONE 

1.1 Introduction 

It is obvious that there are a number of children who are vulnerable and li ve especiall y 

under difficult circumstances worldwide. In Ethiopia al so, even though, the data is either 

fragmented or unavailable it is recognized that different types of children are prevalent 

(Ted ll a, 1996 and Tedlla , 1999). These same document reveal that , there are unaccompani ed 

children, orphaned children, traumati zed children, abused and neglected children , 

delinquent children, children wi.th insufficient fami ly support and street child ren in Ethiopia. 

Ritchie, (1999) also pointed out that street children are categorized as Children in Especially 

Difficult Circumstances (CEDC). 

United Nations' International Children 's Emergency Fund (UN ICEP) (1991 ) ci ted in 

Habtam u (1996), estimates that one in every five ch ildren in developing countries live under 

especially difficul t circumstances. In Ethiopia, one of the least deve loped countries in the 

world there is an estimation of 20-25% of CEDC (Fiseha 1993). The country is also 

becoming home for a number of street children who share the problems of CEDC. The 

problems of the children increased in the late 1980s and earl y 1990s due to different reasons 

(Tedlla 1999) 

The ch ildren are denied of many of thc social services of their socicty inc lud ing educati on. 

As street childrcn are among those who are CEDC, they share thi s problem. Burra ( 1989) 

states tha t for many children who are on the street, schools belong to another world that few 

tOllch and they often drop Ollt before fini shing schoo l. According to UN ICEf' (2003) despite 



the fact that all children need knowledge and skills in order to have se lf - estcem, most street 

chi ldren receive little or no formal education. 

At present, a growing sense of discrimination concerl11ng the idea of isolated special 

education for the pupils has led to call for more opportunities as an issue of human right and 

equal opportunity (Tilstone, Florian, and Rose, 1998). This initiative goes in line with the 

principle of inclusive education that was adopted at the Salamanca World Conference of 

Special Education. The principle of inclusive education was adopted at the Salamanca 

World Conference of Special Needs Educat ion in 1994, and restated at the Dakar World 

Education Forum in 2000 (United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO), 2003). The document puts the full statement of the conference as follows. 

"Schools should accommodate all ch ildren regardless of their physical , intellectual, social , 

emotional, linguist ic or other conditions. This should include ... street children, and 

working children, ... children from other disadvantaged or marginalized areas or groups" 

(pA). 

It is the right of children to be protected against discrimination based on any status of the 

chi ld and child 's parents (Convention on the Ri ghts of the Chi ld (CRC), 1989). 

According to UNESCO (2003) educational opportunities that discriminate children arc 

unfair. It also states that discrimination excludes children from their various social needs out 

side the school li fe. As a resu lt , they remain without the basic sk ills that are crucial to live in 

harmony with their socia l and cultural community. 
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This same doc ument puts the aim of inclusive education as prov iding suitablc responscs to 

the extensive range of learning needs. It is an approach that comes across in to how learners 

with different special needs can be integrated in the mainstream education. It encounters 

how to transform educat ion system in order to react to the variety of the pupils. 

Consequentl y, it aUTI S to enable both teachers and learners to feel at ease with the 

di fferences of learners and to see it as a challenge and improvement in the learning 

environment rather than a problem. The above points make clea r that educatin,g chi ldren 

with different special educat ional needs and educating them together with thei r other peers 

has dynamic results in the life of all children. 

1.2. Background of the Study 

In relation to special needs educat ion, the national constitution and educational pol icy of 

Ethiopia go in line with the international principles. One of the principles is the right to 

equal access to public education, which stresses the need to allocate accessible resources 

and offer rehabilitative support to the disadvantaged group. The Ethiopian Education and 

Tra ining Policy (1994) requires: 

... expansion of basic quality education and training for all, the 
development of physical and mental pOlenlial and problem solving 
capacity of individuals including for Ihose of the children with special 
needs in accordance of their potenlial and need,. The policy is to be 
implemented in order 10 give due atlemion 10 Ihe enormous number 0/ 

(10-20%) of children and st/ldems ll'ilh special needs. (MOE, 
200512) 

It is important to point out that inc lusive cducation provides means to decrcase di sadvantages 

and remove barriers of broader social inclusion. On the other hand, exclusion from education 

incrcases di sadvantages and contributes to broadcr exc lusion in society (MOE, 2005). 
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As stated by MOE (2005), in school age populations of Ethiopia , (about 16 million), 1.6 

million chi ldren or students have espec ial educational needs. 

However, regular schools have a tendency to reject to enrol l chi ldren with special needs 

(Baseline Survey (1995) and Mamo Mengesha (2001) cited in MOE (2005). A significant 

number of children and students are sti ll excluded from education. MOE (2005) estimates 

that less than I % of children and students with special needs get access to education. 

The Ministry pointed out that the intensity of problems and needs of the children with 

special needs are not the same. Children with some types of special needs can be integrated 

easi ly in ordinary schools with out any prerequisites if teachers are properly aware on 

inclusive li nes, if identification measures and support mechanisms are at hand in schools 

and in the community as wel l (MOE, 2005). Accord ing to the Ministry, a great number of 

children with spec ial needs li ke those of the homeless chi ldren and chi ldren on the street are 

mentioned as children to be integrated easi ly (re lative to those who are with different 

disabilities). 

Nevertheless, experience shows that education right is denied to many of the st reet children 

in different parts of Ethiopia. Forum on Street Children Ethiopia (FSCE) (2003) reports that 

most of the strect children are school aged (5 to 18 years old ), but the majority of them 

never attcnd school due to several problems. 

When comparing the extent of problems of the children, it is clearly seen that gi rl s suffer 

morc than boys do. In addition to the problcm s that are common to all street chi ldren i.c . 

4 
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lack o f food, shelter, famil y support, schoo ling and others, girl s are exposed to sex abuse, 

child motherhood, commercial sex work (child prostitution) and other related problems. 

Due to the prevalence of the above and other related problems, some non-gove rnmental 

organizations are playing some ro les in the prevention and intervention of the problems of 

street children in the country. for instance, Forum on Street Children-Ethiopia (fS CE), a 

child rights and advocacy organi zati on that works fo r the respec t o f the ri ght s of urban­

disadvantaged ch ild ren in genera l and street children, who are sexuall y abused and 

exploited and chi ldren in conflict with the law in particular, established a projec t in the year 

2000. It is a "Drop in Cente r" (D IC), where sexually abused and exploi ted girl street 

children in Adama town can be assisted. Addis Ababa, Adama, Dess ie and Diredawa are 

towns where the problem is serious. Because, these cities have had the largest number of 

street child population and there is a continuous rural- urban migrati on of people to the cities 

and towns with expectat ion of getting employment and o ther means of better life (fiseha 

1993). 

Along with d ifferent other se rvIces provided for the gi rls , some ass istance towards the 

participation in formal day and evening schools is facilitated by the o rgan ization. G irl street 

children are enrolled in regul ar schoo ls in the day and evening programs of different schools 

in the Adama town. 

Neverthel ess, the integrated female st reet children seem to have a number o f' prob lems to 

pursue thei r education smoothly. Some chi ldren do not have positive relationship with somc 

school comm unity members, some att end class irregularl y and some o thers drop out of' 
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school. From thi s point of view, it can be inferred that the dange r of illiteracy will a lso 

affect the we ll be ing of the large number of female street chi ldren. 

Thus, the aim of thi s study is to investi gate the soc io- economic prob lems that gi rl street 

children face to attend schoo ls .The study wi ll be guided by the foll owing main quest ions: 

• Does the integrat ion of the children in the regular schools have any social , 

economic, educati onal and other impact (negative or positive) on the 

stree t children? 

• What is the attitude of teachers, students and other school community 

members towards the integrated fema le street children? 

• What is the attitude of the integrated fema le street children towards the other 

students, teachers, and other schoo l community members? 

• Do the chi ldren have economic problems to pursue their education 

smoothl y? If so, what are they? 

1.3. Objectives of the Stud y 

1.3.1. General Objective 

';> To invest igate the soc ial and economic problems that the fema le st reet ch ildren are 

fac ing in the sample schoo ls at Adam a 

1.3.2. S pccific Objectives 

Find ing out the im pact of the integration in thc soc ial, economic and 

educat ional life of the fcma le st reet chi ldren: 

:.- Finding out the atti tude o f teache rs, non-street students and other school community 
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members towards the integration of female street chi ldren in the schools; 

r Finding out the all itude of integrated girl street children towards the teachers, 

students that are non - street and other sc hool community members; 

);- Finding out the social problems of the integrated female street children; 

>- Finding out the economic problems of the integrated ch ildren; 

>- Suggesting possible so lutions to minimize the problems. 

1.4. Significance of the Study 

This study is believed to have the following importance: -

• Gives insight to governmental and non-governmental organizations on the impOl1ance 

of designing possible intervention program for female street chi ldren; 

• Providing a clue to all concerned agents to act upon and minimize the problem s; 

• It could also serve as a spring board to others who want to study in the same area 

1.5. Scope of the Study 

The study does not attempt to find all kinds of problems of the children. It is lim ited to the 

social and economic problems to pursue their education. 

1.6. Limitations of the Study 

The study has the following limitations . 

• :. Due to shortage of printed materia ls, the researcher mostl y focused on the available 

internet sources to review some literatures . 

7 



.:. The researcher 's intention to include female street children who dropped out of school 

fail ed due to time constraint of the research period resulted from politica l instability in 

the city . 

• :. In addition, the researcher's plan to include non-street evening program attendants 

in the focus group di scussion failed. This is because, they work in the day time, mainly 

as domest ic wo rkers and da ily laborers. Thus, it was imposs ible for them to attend the 

di scuss ion. 



Definitions of Terms 

Child abuse - situation when a child may experience harm , usually as the result of failure 

on the part of care giver to provide appropriate care and protection 

Drop in Center _ a non residential facility located at a spec ific place which is 

Neg lect -

Physical abuse-

managed for the purpose of providing basic services, and programs 

exc luding overnight adjustment that include food, clothes, 

basic hea lth care, trainings, formallinformal ed ucation and 

~ . .. 

recreational opportuniti es, to street children who voluntarily attend 

the facility but who are free to leave. 

constant or sever neglect of a child, or the failure to protect a child 

from exposure to any kind of danger that come through willful or 

otherwise. 

An act of committed by some body that cause physical harm 

or a possibility of harm 

Regular school - any public schoo l that is not spec iall y prepared for particular type of 

students 

Sex ual abuse - any exp lo itation of a child or young person including rape, 

incest and other kinds of sexua l activity invo lving children 

Street ch ildren -Children that lack appropriate care of adu lts and mainly exposed to 

different activ iti es on the street to survive , sleeping on the street or in a 

shelter e ither regularly or seldom with or with out their famil y because of 

different reasons. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Review of Related Literature 

2.1 . I'J'olile of Street Children 

2.1.1. Definition 

Since every ch ild in the street is different from other children in the cause of being on a street 

and hi s or her social ci rcum stances af1er the incidence, the term street children does not 

describe each ch ild well (Thsion 1988 and Bri ck 2002 cited in Thomas de Benitez, 2003). 

Thomas de Benitez (2003) points out that unless a number of interpretations are used in 

common, there is no universal definition of the term "street children". Some definitions 

represent population of children who li ve in the streets; others include the children who work 

on the streets and living with families at home. 

/ 
Furthermore, Brick (2002) cited in Thomas de Benitez (2003) argues that the use of the term 

"street children" is, also uncomfortable because of some other reasons. He adds that it does not 

sufficiently represent how children see themselves, it has a stigmatizing label , and it draws 

attention away from other children in poverty and social exclusion. The au thor also argues that 

the term renects social and political agendas more than children ' s reality. 

All the same, there is no widespread agrecmcnt on an alternati ve term lo r 'street chi ldren'. 

Explaining this idea, Volpi (2002) cited in Thomas de Benitez (2003) says the phrase docs not 

have any equiva lent word to state both the exact nature of street li fe and its interconncction 

with other feature of vulnerabi lity. 

10 



Ilowever, different writers and organizations define the term in many ways. According to the 

definition of Ril ey (1964) cited in Fiseha (1993): 

SO-eel children are Ihose who malerially or morally abandoned or 
neglecled or who are exploited or who up on their choice for beller 
chance of survival have joined street life either absolutely live and 
work on the street with out any kind o/supervision or assistance fi-om 
parents or relatives or those who work fully on the streel hUI live 
logether wilh Iheir parents or relalives (p .. 1). 

~;'i. Burra (1989) defines street children as those who work in semi - urban and urban centers and 

live either in their employers' residences or entirely on the streets. I-Iuman Rights Watch 

(2004) defines it as follows. 

The IeI'm slreet children refers to children whom the streel more than 
Iheir family has become Iheir real home. II includes children who 
mighl not necessarily he homeless or without families, but who live in 
siluations where there is no proteclion, supervision, or direction from 
responsible adults (P.l). 

As discussed above the term is collective in nature to take the differences between the 

children into account. Chi ldren on the street are not all abandoned and not all of them live 

on the street. Therefore, UNICEF distinguishes the term "street ch ildren" between the 

following four different groups based on their involvement in street life and family contact 

(Tedlla 1996 and Tedlla 1999). 

2_1.1.1. Children at High Risk 

These children are those who are at hi gh ri sk of go ing out to the street life because of 

extrcme poverty and some sort of deprivation in their homes or poor care and those whose 

parents arc working all day long and lack supervision of their chi ldren (Tedlla 1996 and 

Tedlla 1999). 

II 



2.1.1.2. Children 'on' the Street 

Children 'on' the street are children who work and have somewhat regular relations with their 

fa mil y. Even if they spend most of their time away on the streets and in market places as 

workers, they consider that they have a home and they li ve with their families by providing 

them economic support (Tedlla 1996 and Tedlla 1999). 

2.1.1.3. Children 'of' the Street 

Children 'of' the street correspond to the group of children who consider the street as their 

home. For these children the street is a place where they do most of their activities. They eat, 

play and make friends and sleep on the street. Though they may have some relationship with 

their families , these children never go back to their parents. There are also conditions to these 

children to be abandoned or to be kicked out by their family from their home, while in other 

cases the children themselves choose to live on the street for good. These children provide 

food, shelter, and a sense of family at1achment among their friends of the streets rather than 

their fam il y (Ted lla 1996 and Tedlla 1999). 

2.1.1.4. Abandoned Children 

These are homeless chi ldren because of the death of parents or rejection by their family mainly 

due to poverty and when the fa mily is incapable to look after them (Tedlla 1996 and 

Ted lla 1999). 

2.2 . Ca uses for Street Life 

Many different causes can be sa id about the life of ch ildren on the street. Studies of different 

authorities put some socio- econom ic factors as the main cause for street life (National 

Children's Commission (NCC) 1988), cited in Gobena (1994). 
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Broken homes due to divorce or separation of parents for different reasons, or by death of one 

or both parents children receive very lillie Or no care. These conditions expose the chi ldren to 

be vulnerable for some kind of abandonment and lead them to rush away from their home and 

start street life (Gobena, 1994 & Tedlla, 1999). 

Family poverty caused by unemployment, insufficient income or other reasons is also found to 

be another major pushing factor for street life of children directl y or indirectly (Gobena, 1994 

& Tcdlla , 1999). The summary report of lOS e E, (2003) on eight towns of Ethiop ia also shares 

thi s idea. II affirm s t 1at children those who start to street work to support them se lves and their 

families due to pov rty to contribute their share to the family income have the highest 

proportion. The doc ment describes that there are also children pushed by their family to go 

out and work on the st reet in order to assist the fami ly economically. As it can be understood , 
from the above info~mation , it is clear that poor economic background of fami ly can be directl y 

\ 
cause to street life ofif hildren. 

As elaborated by Tsegaye (1988) cited in Gobena (1994) fami ly di sruption is common in 

families of poor economic conditions and leads chi ldren to be abandoned and go out from 

home. He states this based on the study of Nee ( 1964). According to the writer, the study was 

conducted on low-income community. The result shows that (28.8% of the studied population 

were divo rced 19% separated 52% of them lost one of their spouses. The fact that di vorce, 

separation of parents, and death of parent can be causes for street li fe , from thi s finding, the 

indirect effect of povert y to street life of children could be understood. 
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Migration of people for different reasons also contributes a lotto street life. It is common that 

chi ldren migrate with or with out their families due to war or other unfavorable conditions, in 

search of better life. The Rehabilitation Agency for the Disabled (RAD'S) (1974) survey, as 

cited in Gobena, (1994) shows that out of the 5004 studied street children of Addis Ababa. 

72.5% were migrants from the rural places. The study that was conducted in 1988, by the 

Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs and Radda Barnen-Sweden on 900 chi ldren of both sexes 

of age 9, I 0 and 13 also indicated that 33% of the children were migrants. The accumulation of 

displaced people in to main urban centers of Ethiopia after change of government and frequent 

drought and food insecurity in large part of the country can also be indicated as one of the 

major factors to street life of many Ethiopian children (Tedlla 1999). 

Some authorities add several grounds that lead children to street life. A Civil Society Forum 

for East and South Africa on Promoting and Protecting Street Children (2002) cites some 

aspects like: 

• Physical abuse such as corporal punishment by fami ly or school, 

• Psychological abuse such as humiliation 

• Sexual abuse on children by family members 

• Children's own perception of discipline or abuse and experience 

of violencc, 

• Cultural attitudes of some family or community like the belief 

that ' Children are to be seen, not to be heard' , 

• Lack of connict - reso lution skills in some families, and 

• Peer innuence 
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Supporti ng the above points, as facto rs for chi ldren ' s stree t life, the report of FSCE (2003) 

adds 

• Child neglect in the fami ly and 

• Lack of access of educati on. 

Human Ri ght s Watch (2000) also found out that vio lence on children III schools result III 

children' s stree t life since they stop to go to schoo l. 

Thc above and some other poss ible st ress ful conditions make children to li ve on the street and 

to be engaged in odd j obs and unnecessary activities. Some of them engage themse lves in 

activit ies such as car guard ing, petty trade, shoe shining, carrying goods, etc . while others are 

seen wandering, begging or stealing (Tedlla 1999). 

2.3. Social, Economic and Educational Situation of Street Children 

There is estimation that there are 38 million street children around the world. (Tsegaye, 1988, 

cited in Gobena, 1994). Most of them are fo und in the third world countri es with more or less 

the same social , economic and educational status (Tsegaye, 1988 cited in Gobena, 1994). 

2.3.1 Social Situation of Street Children 

As st rcet childrcn are cu rrentl y g iven nationwide andlor internati onal conside rati on; social 

prob lems, economic problems and lack of educa ti on are among many issues that attention has 

been mostl y focused on (Human Ri ghts Watch, 2004). 
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When look at the social status of the chi ldren in many countries the publics have been found to 

have ex tremely negati ve atti tude to the street children. "There is a tendency by some law 

enforcement personne l and civili ans, busi ness owners and the ir priva te sec urity firm s, to vie w 

street ch ildren as almost sub-human" (Human Rights Watch, 2004 : I) . Moreover, recognized as 

'ant i-social,' stree t children are viewed with doubt and fear by many people (I-hunan Rights 

Watch, 2004). 

Pol ice violence against street children is also common in many countries. I-Iuman Rights 

Watch (2004) affirms that globall y street children are subjec ted to phys ical abuse by police, or 

have been even murdered, as governments treat them as enemies to be eliminated rather than as 

children to be take care of and protected. 

They are frequently and arbitrarily arrested by police, simply because they are homeless, or 

criminally charged with vague offences such as, vagrancy, or petty theft . They are tortured or 

beaten by police and often stay in prisons fo r unlimited period in poor conditions. 

Having all these severe conditions, there are only few advocates concerned for the children. 

Bes ides , few street chi ldren have fami ly members or individuals willi ng and able to intervene 

on their behalf (Hum an Rights Watch, 2004). In addit ion to these, the failure of law 

enforcement bodies to investigate cases of abused st reet chil dren quickl y and effic ient ly allows 

thc vio lence to continue. The fa ct that they complain about police abuse onl y to the police it se lf 

is another di scourag ing factor. The report reveals that th is result s in revenge aga inst the 

children lo r the reason that they show or make a complaint aga inst a police offi cer rather than 

fai r judgment (Human Rights Watch, 2004). 
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2.3.2. Economic Situation of Street C hildren 

According to World Education Forum (nd), whether they are out-of schoolgi rl s, orphans or 

abandoned, di splaced or refugee, children with disabilit ies, child laborers or in armed conflicts, 

all street children are at the bottom of economic cond ition. Economic problems have made 

many of the street children to take responsibiliti es by themselves that are normally suppose to 

be for adults. However, they are forced to work on the streets, satisfy their basic needs and 

support their fa milies from the meager incomc they earn (Global Security 2000-2005). 

2.3.3. Educational Situation of Street Children 

The positive impact of education is unpredic table and cannot be measured or expressed in a 

single word or statement. It breaks the generational cycle of poverty, allows children to be full 

participants of their society (Human Rights Watch, 2004). It also enables them to exercise their 

ri ghts and help them to be in vo lved in civi l and political life and essential to global 

deve lopment. Children who are in schoo ls are less likely to come to conflict with the law and 

some exploitation like chi ld labor (Human Rights Watch, 2004). Moreover, it is a right of the 

children to be educated (CRC, 1989 and Human Rights Watch, 2004). 

Though different bodies such as the ri ght of the ch ild promise school ing to children, the reality 

does not seem guaranty fo r the commitment (Human Rig hts Watch, n.d.). Burra (1989) argues 

that lack o f educat ion is fo und one of the main difficulties for street children. Different bodies 

ha ve provided a number of reasOlis for thi s. 

The in terrelated poor social, economic, and other discrim inatory factors exc lude large number 

of strcc t children and those at ri sk from education. (World Educa tion Forum n.d. and I-Ium an 

17 



Rights Watch n.d.). Due to school, related costs such as fee, uniforms, books, and 

transportat ion costs, costs fo r school maintenance and others became obstacles for the chi ldren 

not to get to school or drop out of school after sometime (Human Ri ghts Watch , 2004). 

On the other hand, the children cannot follow the learning speed of their classmates after they 

joined schoo l. They usuall y become weak due to their poor li ving condition and other 

problems. These issues also lead children to dro p out of school (A civil Society Forum for East 

and South East As ia on Protecting the Rights of Street Children, 2003). 

I-Iuman Rights Watch (n.d.) and UNESCO (2003) report that, negative attitude and 

di scrimination of the society in relation to their differences from non-street children are serious 

obstacles for schooling. Hence, as street children have negati ve attitude from most of their 

respecti ve society (as di scussed above), it is clear that they are likely to be di sc riminated and 

unable to get a chance to be enrolled in schools like that of their non -street peers. 

The above statements give a clue that the possibility of education of street children is at high 

risk. 

2.4. Historical Bacl< Ground of Street Children in Ethiopia 

According to the information of A Civil Society Forum for East and Southern Afri ca on the 

Promoting and Protec ting the Ri ghts of Stree t Children (2002), Ethi opia one of the mos t 

populous and least developed countries in Sub- Saharan Afri ca, has ex peri enced mass ive 

challenges and human suffe ring due to major dro ughts and civil disorder. It di sc loses that the 

conditions create Children's vulnerabilit y to stree t li fe. Howeve r, the dramati c increase of the 
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childrcn in numbcr is a recent phenomcnon in thc latc 1980s and earl y 1990s duc to civil strife , 

the demobilizat ion of so ldiers and the effcet of structural adjustment policies on fam ily 

uncmployment (Tedll a, 1999). 

According to the Global Security (2000-2005) 

... the kin(/.I of problems that is on the streets of towns of Ethiopia were 
not really problems. They were absorbed in the community. in the 
extended family Since recently with draught, war. and so forth the 
extended/i:lI11 ily has broken down, the community has been trained not 
to spare any thing to any body. As a result. this problem has become a 
sudden problem (p.l). 

2.4. The Current Situation of Street Children in Ethiopia 

Currentl y, there is no accurate data that tell the precise number of street children in Eth iopia 

like that of the global. Estimates also differ from onc study to the other. However, the UN 

news agency IRIN newsletter (A pril 2003) puts the est im ation of street children in the country 

as about 100,000 to 200,000 citing the Min istry of Labor and Social Affairs (FSCE, 2003). 

Studies conducted in eight maj or towns of Ethiopia, namely, Addis Ababa, Adama, A wasa, 

Dire Dawa, Mekele, Bahir Dar, Dessie and Shashemenie, by FSCE (2003) and UNICEF (2000) 

and the study in the Kombolcha town studied by UN ICEF (2000) reveal that the children in 

respective towns live unde r difficult circumstances. They face enormous soc ial. econom ic and 

other problem s li ke that of the other worl d. 

It is also found out that in most cases, street chi ldren in Ethiopia went to the street, in search of 

work due to family poverty, un favo rable li ving condition due to step parents or other reason, 

parenta l push, parental death (one or both), peer inOuencc or a combinati on of thesc (FSCE 

(2003 ) 
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Researches found out that , some children joined the street life as early as 4 yea rs of age, 

whereas in most cases at age of 12-1 5 FSCE (2003). The age range of most obscrvab le children 

on the st ree t is between eight and twenty (Global Security, 2000-2005). "They can be seen on 

any day , wearing torn and shabby clothes, wanderi ng bare foot, and begging motori sts and 

pedestrians .. . "(P. I). Some look through garbage for food and material to make a shelter. 

Others spend their time se lling things or sleeping on sidewalk s under plastic shelter or 

something that can provide them shade (Global Security, 2000-2005). 

As they started street li fe some children engaged themselves in different jobs like shoe shining, 

se lling food, and small items, selling news papers, securing cars, washing car, carrying goods, 

providing changes to tax i drivers, running errands, se lling fruit s, sugar cane, plastic bags, 

domestic wo rks, prostitution, etc. while others beg or steal (FSCE, 2003). 

It is fou nd out that some chi ldren started working at age 5-9 in Awasa (UNICEF, 2000) and at 

age 7 in Addis Ababa (FSCE, 2003). The children talk and play with their friends only when 

they don' t have customers (FSCE, 2003). 

Desp ite thc fac t that most children earn a meager daily income, which also varics in amount 

from day to clay, i.e. less than 5 Eth iopian Birr or less, which is around 0.58 US Dollar or less. 

they ha ve enormous expenditures. They have to expend their money for food, clothes. house 

rent , school fee, famil y and sibling support (UN ICEF, 2000 and FS CE, 2003). And to 

overcome thi s prob lem, some wo rk at night in addition to dayt im e. 
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The social life or most or the children is also disturbed . The children face different kinds of 

abuses from different bodies ; gangs in the towns, elder street children, police and the society. 

Gangs in the towns snatch their money and beat them , when the children work at night 

(UN ICEF, 2000 and FSCE, 2003). It is al so found out that by the time the stree t children 

prov ide changes fo r taxi drivers some drivers mistreat them by beati ng, and even spi ting on 

them UN ICEr (2000). 

The other challenge for the children is the abus ive nature of police (UNICEF, 2000, FSCE, 

2003 and Human Rights Watch, 2004). When children work on a street with out permission, 

police chase the child re n in offensive condition. Moreover, po lice simply beat or arrest the 

ch ildren whi le the chi ldren sleep or wondering on the streets (FSCE 2003). The report indicates 

that many children even don' t know the reason behind their arrest. It also exposes that there is 

a 7 years old child that has been arrested in the case of Awasa. Some street children explained 

that police consider their problem as a crime and attribute street children wi th crime and 

ass ume that the street children have information about different crimes that are committed in 

the towns (FSCE, 2003). The repO!i discloses also the fact that there are few lawyers, 

advocates or prosecutors to speak out for the children as in the casc of Adama and 

Shashemenie . This, according to the document invites the situation fo r more violence aga inst 

the child ren. 

Furt hermore , the childrcn face trouble from the society. It has been fo und out that the society 

also has negati ve attitude towa rds most of the street children. FSCE (2003) found out that the 

soc iety consider street ch ildren as thieves, troublemakers and depriving. The researchers 
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assumed that this might be due to the ' delinquent ' nature of the children. However, according 

to the researchers the children be li eve that the negative attitude of the society towards them is 

due to unaware ness of the rea l problems of the chi Idren. As a resu lt, they are found depressed. 

With regard to their education, many children are not attending school. 50%, 40%, 25%and 

25% of the child ren in the towns of Awasa, Shashemenie, Adama, and Dessie in that order arc 

not attending school or dropped out of school. In Mekele town, the number of children who are 

out of schoo l are above half of the studied children. According to the study report of UNICEF 

(2000) , 32% in Addis Ababa, 35% in Bahir Dar, 64.6% in Kombo lcha, respectively do not 

attend schoo l. However, some find ings differ from one study to the other. For example, the 

findings of UN ICEF (2000) and FSCE (2003) in the case of Dessie and Shashemenie differ i.e. 

15% and 62.5% respectively. 

It could be sa id that lack of she lter is one of the major problems of the chi ldren. On ly a third of 

the children live at home as in the cases of Addis Ababa, Nathareth, Mekele and Dessie 

(UNICEF, 2000 and FSCE, 2003). According to the report of UNICEF (2000) in the case of 

Addis Ababa, Bahir Dar and Dessie, some chi ldren li ve in rented houses (one or two small 

rooms for the whole family and for all purposes) in monthly basis with o r with out their fami ly 

(parents o r re latives) . Ho wever, the type of the house they li ve in is inconvenient clue to poor 

sanitation, inadequacy of space, cracked walls, leak ing roofs, and absence of lat rine. Some 

even li ve in a plastic shelter. 

Concerning the behavior of the children , most ch ildren are de linquent due to the ir life style. 

Some arc addicted of d ifferent drugs. Some children in Awasa and Mekele, most of the 
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chi ldren in Dire Dawa, a fift h in Addis Ababa and 15%- 16% of the chi ldren in Shashemenie 

are fou nd to be abusers of different drugs such as chat (a loca ll y growing drug to chew), 

cigarette (tobacco), and substance. 

2.6. Particular Social and Econom ic Barriers for the Ed ucation of Female Street 

Children 

Out of the estimated 11 3 mi ll ion chi ldren of the world excluded from education, 2/3 are girl s 

and living in developing nations. Street chi ldren and ch ild sex workers are at the extreme end 

of the scale (World Education Forum , n.d.). 

From experience, it is known that in many parts of the world girls face more soeio economic 

problems than boys due to many gendered problems. From thi s, it could be inferred that the 

same difference could be seen between the street boys and street girls. Beers (1 994) agrees in 

thi s idea. As explained by the writer, girl s are more "at risk" and are more under pressure by 

the particular problems of their li fe on the streets. The author says that street girls not only 

have to carry the burden of poverty, and different status issues (like that of boys), but also 

gender related problems that affect their education directly or indirectly. 

Girl st reet children are to be seen fac ing different ki nds of social problems not onl y by the 

othcr sector of society but also by thei r compani ons on the streets. According to (UN ICEF, 

2000 and FSCE, 2003) scxua l abuse by the gangs and elderly street children is onc ofthc main 

problems of female strcet chi ldren. In studies conducted by the above organizations. rape by 

strcct boys has been found thc major problem among others in Awasa town for the girl s. 
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Furthermore, the continuous need to ge t rid of poverty and starvation restri ct the children to 

worry onl y abo ut their daily existence. Accordi ng to Human Rights Watch (n.d.), girls are 

preferred for certa in kinds of child labor that draws them out of school. This same document 

discusses that, once they begin working, their long working hours makes it difficult for the 

gi rl s to continue their education. This condition leads some girls on the street to un wanted 

sexua l assau lt and prosti tu tion at their ve ry young age (Ted lla 1999,UNESCO, 2003 and 

FSCE, 2003). Thus, they become exposed to pregnancy, associated problems li ke childbearing, 

sexually transmitted diseases and the cycle of street li fe. Once pregnant they may be or with a 

baby to care for, the problems become worse . They may not find some one even to hire them. 

Therefore, in these kinds of complicated situations, it is unimaginable to them to attend schoo l. 

Beers ( 1994) adds that girl street children face negati ve attitude, rejection and condemnation 

fro m the public than boys for being on the stree t in relation to their gender. Since love and care 

are important for children, it is not difficult to infer that the absence of these create an obstac le 

fo r thei r education in one way or another. 

The economic challenges of the children are interrelated to their social problems. As children 

can' t get acceptance fro m the society, to the extent of unab le to being hi red, economic problem 

is expected. As a resul t, many remain in hope less condit ions and they suffer many faceted 

problems inc lud ing inab il ity to attend schoo l. UNESCO (2003) also rem inds that school fees 

and various indirect cos ts fo r education are among the major barri ers of educat ion fo r those 

incapable to afford. 
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2.7. Social and Economic Support for thc Education of the Childrcn 

It is di scussed above that most of the time female street children receive negati ve attitude from 

other parts o f soc iety. Some people seem to forget the importancc of education for the chi ldren. 

Still others believe that street ch ildren should be far away from other chi ldren in order not to 

spread their 'anti-social' behavior to non-street children. A civil Society Forum for East and 

South East As ia on Promoting and Protecting the Rights of Street Children (2003) indicates 

that there are also some who view that allowing street children to educate as goodwill rather 

than a right. This shows that there is a mismatch between the attitudes or the community and 

education of children as a fundamental human right. If thi s is the case, one can predict that 

some sort of support is needed to educate the children. 

2.7.1. Social Support . 

Based on more than twenty investigations , Human Rights Watch (n.d.) recommended the 

confirmation and enforcement for the policies that ban di scrimination in education against 

chi ldren because of their social and other status and make sure that re sources are allocated to 

make certain that all chi ldren have equal access to schooling. Therefore, different concerned 

bodies are required to identify educationally underserved children and including them in 

school. 

A civi l Society Forum for East and South East Asia on Promoting and Protec ting the Rights of 

Children (2003) asse rt s that awareness should be given to society that educati on is a ri ght as 

we ll as necd for their children. Emphas is should bc given to the awareness of the community 

especially in the imp0l1ance of educating the girl s. (A civil Society Forum for East and 

Southern Afri ca on Promoting and Protecting the Rights of Street Children, (2002). Other 
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authorities also support an emphas is for the cducation of the girl s. For example, UN ICEF, 

(2003) expresses that, the girls' education needs immediate attention. One of its justifications is 

that lag of literacy rates of girl s behind those of boys. Moreover, gender-related problems 

multi ply many other di sadvantages disproportionate ly suffered by girls including higher leve ls 

of poverty UN ICEF, (2003). I-Ience, by giving more emphasis to their education, ahead of 
.' . 

fulfilling the ir ri ghts, there is a vision to increase their future income. 

According to UN ICEF, (2003), thi s helps them to have better fami ly living standard. If girl s 

are educated, they get knowledge how to protect themselves from different kinds of social and 

economic problems. They also increase the participation of future women in development and 

political and econom ic decision-making through better capacity building of their personalit y. 

Therefore, to address the needs of the children, schools must play an important ro le in 

promot ing peace and respect for diversity, fami ly culture, human ri ghts and fundamental 

freedoms such as education (A civil Society Forum for East and Southern Africa on Promoting 

and Protecting the Rights of Street Children, 2002 and UNICEF, 2003). 

Schools can attain this by fac ilitating support and training for the sc hool community; teachers, 

admini stra tors, and others. Parent and sc hool meetings and acti vitics are essential to improvc 

parent invo lvement since it has a great ro le to children' s education (A civil Society Forum for 

East and Southcrn Africa on Promoting and Protec ti ng the Rights of Strcct Children, 2002). 

Creating opportunities 111 teachcrs to try to organIze di scuss ions among them, regarding 

difficult ies and possible so luti ons is crucial. This hc lps them , to enhance proper understanding 
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about the ncedy children like the street children in the school and act accordingly (A civi l 

Society Forum for East and Southern Africa on Promoting and Protecting the Rights of Street 

Children, 2002). Other suggestions include: -

• Ini tiate communi ty based interventions to develop systems and to identify chi ldren 'at 

risk ' and intervene before they 'drop out ' or become street children 

• Strong net working among NGOs lobbying national and 

international institutions (A civi l Society Forum for East and Southern Afri ca on 

Promoting and Protecting the Rights of Street Chi ldren, 2002). 

2.7.2. Economic Support 

As economic problems have been found to be major obstacles of female street children, they 

should be intervened. All concerned bodies should make an effort to minimize the challenges 

as much as possible for the benefit of the children, the society as we ll as the country. 

Burra (1989), points out that supporting the children in their different cost needing areas in 

schools for instance books, construction fee, uniform, tutoring etc., improving parents 

economic standard make them to let their children to be educated. She further emphasizes that 

if this is done , even parents who have children that work on the streets would make their 

ch ildren to stop work and let them go to schoo l. Supporting this, (Human Rights Watch. 2000) 

adds that faci litating the provision of school fee, free textbooks, and other learning materials 

attract the children to schoo l. 

Given the understanding of all economic problems, a ll eviating every problem may not be easy 

for such a poor country like Ethiopia. For this, some writers and concerned bodies prov ided 

some suggestions. 
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It is indicted at the World Educat ion Forum in Dakar in 2000, that donor governmcnts agreed 

to provide coordinated and inc reased financial support to developing countries. This 

commitment declares not to leave any country committed to ed ucati on for al l will bc 

unsati sfi ed due to lack of resources (Human Rights Watch , n.d). This donation to be attained 

needs some body to make contact with the donor governments. A Civil Society Forum for East 

and South As ia on Promoting and Protecting the Rights of Street Children (2003,) asse rts that, 

governments have a responsibil ity to lighten the prob lems and improve uncomfortable 

si tuations of the children in schools. This could be possible by ident ify ing organizati ons; 

companies other willing part ies and approaching them for long-term support, improve poor 

schools, and alleviate costs for the students. 

As governments slow to hold , according to the forum, non-governmental organizations should 

provide the above supports to schooling to children in need. Sharing thi s idea, World 

Education Forum (n.d) suggests partnership between GOs and NGOs for more progress to be 

made. 
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3.1. Res ea rch Design 

C HAPTEI{ TIIREE 

Method of Stud y 

The main purpose of this study was investigating of the soc ial and economic problems of 

integrated fema le street children who are integrated in regul ar schools in Adama town. In o rder 

to attain thi s, qualitat ive method of stud y was employed. This method is likely to treat smal l 

num ber of samples nested in their contex t and studied in- depth unlike quant itative studies that 

aims fo r larger num ber of context that seeks stati stica l signifi cance (Bes t and Kahan, 1993). 

This study is also conducted through in depth analys is of the soc ial and economic problems of 

sample fema le street chi ldren who are integrated in regular schools. 

3.2. Popula tion and Sampling Techniques 

3.2.1. Population 

The participants of thi s study were six targe ted female street children, who are benefic iaries of 

Forum on Street Children Ethiopia Adama Branch who are integrated in regular schoo ls, nine 

teachers , three school principals, seven students who are not street children, the social worker 

of the DI C and the counse lor of the FSCE, Adama Branch . Therefore, twenty seven 

participants were included in the study. 

3.2 .2. Sa mplin g Techniques 

Purposive method of sampling was employed to se lect six girl stree t child ren from ten 

integrated children of the DIC in six different regul ar schoo ls. Among the six children, three o f 

them were day program attendants in three different sample schools. The remaining three were 
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evening program attendants and they were from the other three sample schools. The girls who 

can give better information were selected by the help of the workers of the organization. 

Three available and volunteer school principals of three of the schools were included in the 

study. 

In addition, nine teachers of the integrated fe male street children were se lected purposely. This 

was done by the help of the school principals. Five of them were females and the remaining 

four were males. 

Then, day and evening classes that sample female street children are integrated in were 

selected purposely by the help of the principals. Then, seven students that are not street 

children and who are believed to give better information were selected purpose ly by the help of 

their teachers. They were three females and four males. 

The social worker and the counselor of the organization were also purposely included in the 

stud y. 

3.3. Instruments 

3.3.1. Interv iew 

Interviews were used to gather data from the integrated female street children. the school 

principals, the soc ial worker and the counsel or of the children in the orga ni zation. 

Six integrated female street children (three day and three evening program students) we re 

se lected using purposive method of sampling. The interview questions were prepared in 
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Amharic. It focu sed on their attitudes abo ut their integration, the soc ial , economic and 

ed ucatio nal impact of their integration in the schools, the attitude of other school community 

towards them , their attitude towards other school community, about the over all soc ial and 

economic problems that affect their schoo ling and related issues. 

The interv iew conducted with three schoo l principals focused on their attitudes towards the 

. integrl\l:i6n of the female street children, their experi ence on the impact of the integration of the 

children in the school s, soc ial and economic problems that the integrated female street children 

encounter to pursue their education and the kinds of support the schools give to the children. 

The interviews that were conducted with the soc ial worker and the counselor of the 

organi zati on focused on the impacts of the integration of the femal e street children with other 

non-s treet children in the regular schools .In addition, the attitude of other school community 

members towards the girls and vise-versa, that affect their social life were talked about. 

Moreover, some economic problems of the integrated femal e street children that affect their 

education were discussed. 

3.3.2. Focus Group Discussions 

The focus group discuss ions (FGDs) were employed to enrich the data gathered through the 

interview. They were organi zed fo r seven sample stud ents that are not street children and nine 

teachers of the integrated female street chi ldren. 

Regarding to their sex, five fema les and four male teachers participated in the focus group 

discussion for the teachers. In addition , three g irl s and four boys part ic ipated in the focus gro up 
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discussion th at was orga ni zed fo r the non-street chi ld ren in the schoo ls. Thc students we re 

selected from the classrooms that fema le street children were integrated in . 

The FGO wi th the teache rs was on the ir attitude towards the integrati on of the female street 

children in their school, teachers' idea about the impact of the integration, the soc ial life of the 

children in the school, economic problems of female street children, the academ ic 

• perform ance of the female street children , teachers' idea to ass ist the ch il d ren to pursue their 

education in a better way and the teac hers responsibility in thi s regard. 

The FGO with the students was about their attitude towards the female street children in their 

schools and the kinds of soc ial life they have with them were discussed. Moreover, the 

students' idea about the soc ial and economic problems of the female street children in the 

schoo ls that affects the education of the female street children were talked about. 

3.4. Procedure 

Before the main study was conducted in the research site, pi lot study was made at GOAL­

Ethiopia a non- governmental organizati on in Adama Branch . Then, necessary improvements 

of the instruments were carried out. 

II lier th is, the resea rcher went to the organi zation FSCE-N, made contac t wit h the 

admin istrator and d iscussed about the purpose of the study. Next, the researcher was referred to 

the social worker of the ol e . There, simi lar explanation was made to the social worker and the 

counse lor of the organi zation. Then, the researche r requested both the soc ia l worker and the 
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counselor to cooperate for the identification of the children and for their part icipat ion in the 

study. 

Following these, the identificati on of the children was made accord ing to the criteri a the 

researcher set up. Consequently, the researcher made contact with the se lected children, 

introduced the purpose of the research, and asked their willingness to participate in the 

research. They agreed to be interviewed. 

Following this, the researcher went to the respective schools of the se lected students. Then, 

afle r the same discussion with the principals, like the above personnel of the organizat ion, 

sample teachers and sample non-street children were selected. The researcher clarified the 

objective of the study to the selected teachers and students. She asked al so their willingness to 

participate in the study, which they agreed. 

Afler the above arrangements, data collection was carried out with the se lected participants. 

Then, all the data was transcribed and analyzed. 
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CH APTE R FO UR 

Results and Discuss ion 

4.1. Results 

The main purpose of thi s study was to investigate social and economic problems of integrated 

girl street children in some regular schools of Adama town. Out of thi rty fi ve children integrated 

in different schools. ten are still attendi ng class. Among them. six were se lected from six 

differen t schools. Three of them were day class attendan ts and the rest were from the evening 

division. Therefore, in this chapter, the fi ndings from these children and other data sources are 

presented. 

4.1.1. Social and Economic Problems as Reported by Integrated Female Street 

Children 

T able -I. Background Information of th e Sample Integrated Female Street 

Children 

Child Age Duration on the Grade Shift in the 
street school 

I 15 - 6 Day 
2 15 3 years 6 Day 
3 17 5 years 9 Day 
4 17 6 years 5 Evening 
5 17 6 years 4 Evening 
6 17 7 years 7 Evening 

Casc- I 

This is a 15 years old girl. She lives with her mother and two siste rs (one elder and one 

younge r) in a small rented room. She doesn' t remember the exact tim c she became a street 

child. However, she reported that she used to se ll 'kolo ' (roasted barely) on the street and in 
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houses where people drink day and night, until she joined the organization, FSCE before two 

years. Now, she is learning in grade six in one of the government regular schools. 

She was asked why she became a street child . She explai ned that her family became a fema le 

headed after the death of her father by accident. She told that they live in a very poor condit ion. 

Her mother was unable to cover a daily meal , house rent , clothing and schooling and others for 

the fami ly, with a meager amount of dai ly income earned by se lling small items in a 'Guli t' (a 

sma ll in forma l open market place). Therefore, she went out on the street, started se lling 'Kolo' 

in order to supplement the family's income. 

Telling the present condition of her family she said, that her family is in a problem. Her 

seventeen years o ld elder sister dropped out school from grade four and works in a small 

private cafeteria. Her yo unger sister st ill sells 'Kolo' in different 'tella' and 'areke' houses 

(houses to sell a local home made beer and alcoho l) to the clients of the drinking houses. The 

girl exp lained that sometimes her famil y shares a sma ll loaf of bread for dinner. 

When she was asked abo ut the impact of her schooling, she sa id, if she hadn't been assisted to 

learn in the regular schools she would have remained illiterate, wi th no hope for her future and 

neglected by others. 

She described that she has positive att itude about her integration wi th non-street ch ildren in thc 

school. Street li fe for her is smoking cigarettes, drinking alcohol, chewing chat. watch ing video 

and the like; she does no t like them. However, she sa id , school life includes studying, doin g 
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tasks, ge tting new knowledge and playing. Therefore, her in tegra ti on has an advantage to 

acquire these things. 

The gi rl was asked whether her school community knows her background . The director of the 

school, she said identified her background, unfortunately on the day she was interviewed for . 
thi s research. She told that the director came to her class and asked if there is a student lea rning 

by the support of NGOs and 'when she raised her hand, he ident ified her. She hes itates her 

teachers ' knowledge (most of the teachers) about her background since the director did not 

know until that day. Speaking about the non-stree t students in the schoo l, she to ld that some 

know her backgro und since they are living around the area of the ole of the NGO that support 

her. 

Ex plaining about the attitude of the school community towards her, she said that other non-

street chi ldren in the school have positive atti tude for her since most of them do not know that 

she is a street child. She told that, when they observe her that she has friends of street children, 

they ask her "how you could interact with them?" She also told that the guard cooperates with 

her in many ways like when she goes to school with out wearing her uniform or when she gets 

to school late. She suspects that thi s is because he knows that she is a street child ; since she 

most ly interacts with other street children that are suppo rted by another organiza tion. 

Regarding her social li fe with peers in the school, she described that she prefers to interact 

more with street child ren in the school than non-street peers. Her reasons fo r thi s is that street 

chi ldren understand her problems, have no reservation to interact with her. and they are happy 
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to share her every "good and bad life experiences" and vIce versa, which the non street 

children do not want to do. 

Concerning her economIc condition and her schooling, she explained that she has some 

economic problems to pursue her education. She told that the organization FSCE covers some 

payment if the school asks formall y. It also provides her uniform, and stationeries. However, 

she sa id some expenses, which do notlhave receipts from the school like for group ass ignment 

and other contributions, the organization does not pay. Therefore, these generate a problem for 

her. 

When she described her problem, she said that: -

I ask my mother to give me some money if I have to buy things for my 
assignments. If she cannot a/ford that the only alternative I have is to 
lell my group members in Ihe class thaI I am unable 10 conlribule Ihe 
money. Then, I ask their cooperation 10 cover my parI 10 buy Ihe 
malerial 10 do Ihe assignmenl and leave the remaining lask for me, to 
compensale Iheir money conlribuliol1. 

She added that this situation is even better for her and described that things would be worse if 

the tasks are to be done individually. She al so described that there are incidences when her 

group members sometimes refuse to cooperate. 

In her furth er explanation about her econom ic problems for her schooling, thi s chi ld indicated 

that the poor li ving condition of her fami ly is one of the main obstac les for her education. 

According to thi s girl , however she gets a daily lunch from the organization and a break fast, 

when she attends the morning shift in the school. She feels hungry in the months when she 

att ends afte rnoon shift. In this time, she gets on ly lunch. Describing thi s situation, she se riously 
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said " I simply feel hungry when I remember that I already ate my lunch from the organization 

and I do not have any hope of getting si tuation for food after class . Therefore, I hate to stay in a 

class for longer time." 

In addition, she does not have time to study; as she calTies out the remaining tasks at home, 

cooking, cleaning house, washing clothes etc.; because all the rest of her fami ly members run 

outside for bread. 

When she was asked if there is another means of coping up with the economic problems she 

faces , she told that with the provision of raw materials from the organization, she makes small 

bags with the assistance of the organization for the raw materials and finding market to sell the 

bags. 

She was asked how she compensates the time she spends in making the bags, she replied that 

she doesn't go out to play and have a rest in break time in the schoo l. Rather, she tri es to do 

some homework and assignments in break times if she is making the bags in that period. 

All the same, s he told that, the school does not have any knowledge about her poor famil y 

background since there is no relationship between the school and her family. 

When she told abo ut her problems to schooling i.e. more of economic, she said lack of enough 

food is the main . She explained that, education is the only means to a better life in the future . 

However, she sa id the Amharic saying," )·C \"t~nn- ~.e1t.9"" which means there is no life without 
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food. She expressed that she would like to see some organizat ions to work on the education of 

street children. 

Case - 2 

Thi s is a fifteen years old girl. She is integrated in one of the government schools in the town. 

She is in grade fi ve in the day shift. She started street life in the yea r 2003. At present , she is 

sleeping with her peers that are street children in the Ole. 

The girl was asked how she became a street child. She replied that her mother abandoned the 

famil y who used to live in Asse la (a town around 60 Km. from Adama), when she was a little 

girl. Then, her father brought her to Adama and left the girl to hi s sister and her husband. After 

some time she started selling 'Kolo' to generate income since the life situation of her host 

famil y was poo r. She told that if she could not fini sh se lling her ' Kolo ' she used to stay late at 

night until II :00 P.M. This situation created a problem in the side of her aunt's husband . He 

was usuall y quarreling with his wife now and then because of the girl. Finally, he ob li ged his 

wife to send out the girl away from home. Thus, she stal1ed street life in 2003. 

When she was asked about the impact of getting to school in her life, she responded that it has 

a great posi tive impact. She replied that through education she sees a hope for the future . She 

also repl ied that she spends the day in a class rather than wondering here and there , chewing 

chat, and dri nki ng alcohol. 

Answering the question about the awareness of the school community about her background, 

she rep lied "yes". She also rep lied that she knows that some of her teachers and some 

classmates know that she is a street child. 
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She was asked to tel l about the atti tude of the school communi ty towards he r. She said tha t 

school principa ls and some teachers always complai n abo ut her in many ways. Accordi ng to 

the gi rl , the princ ipals in her schoo l do not have posi ti ve attitude towards her. She sa id that 

when she some times faces confl ict with others, they are always against her. She repo rted that 

they beat her severely. She amazing ly described how the principal punished her phys ica ll y for 

many days asking her why she didn ' t cry and never has tear as he was beat ing he r using hi s 

maximum strength . 

She also describes the negati ve att it ude of some of her teachers. Among others, she di scussed 

about one of her teachers, ' Oromi fa' teacher (one of the local languages in Eth iopia) . She 

explained that he even does not want to check her exercise books and doesn't wan t to answer 

to her when she asks him a question. As she put it, when she provides her exercise book for 

correction he always says " check it by yourself ', and when she asks him something that she 

does not understand his replay always is ' [ don't know'. She also told that he pun ishes her 

more, even if her fa ult is the same as that of the others. She also complained that if she gets a 

good mark in his subject the teacher always shouts at he r saying she can never get that mark. 

rather she copied it from others. Therefore, she emphasized that such cond itions arc 

discourag ing for her schooli ng. 

Concerni ng the attitude of he r classmates, the girl sa id that mos t street chil dren are afraid of 

her. She also told that shc sometimes gets con tl ict with some non-street chi ldren in the schoo l. 

Because of th is, she explained some stude nts usually acc use her to the office. 

Whcn she was asked to compare her social life with the st reet and non-street children in the 

schoo l, the girl prefers to ha ve more relat ionship with the street child ren. The reason as she 
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puts it is that most non-street children don't understand her problem due to their different li fe 

style from that of hers. 

Regarding to her economic situat ion and her schooling the girl sa id that the organization that is 

helping her is doing so many things for her. If the school asks her to pay some amount of 

money fo r a building, fence, repairing school materi als etc , it pays for her. It also provides her 

a uniform, some stationery and somet imes school bags as an incenti ve. However, thi s girl 

explained about some or her econom ic problems to pursue her education smoothl y. She 

described that she is facing a great prob lem in getting some textbooks that are not provided in 

the schoo l. She explained that she has three books provided from the school. The remaining, 

fi ve books she does not have. She explained that this is because of the shortage of books in the 

school. However, she sa id she does not have the alternatives that the rest of her classmates use. 

She sa id that some of them borrow the books they do not have from neighbors, and some buy 

from markets. As she explained the situation, she does not have any neighbor to borrow from 

or family to buy her textbooks. Therefore, she rep lied she could not do home works and other 

assiglUnents regularl y. For example, she said, her social studies teacher ordered the class to do 

assignments regularl y. Now she said , the class is on chapter six; but she is doing ass ignments 

that are in chapter three. 

She also sa id that lack of money to respond to her hunger when she is in a class is a problem 

for her. She told that the organization provides her break fast and lunch when she is a morning 

student for one month; and only lunch when shc returns to the afternoon shi f1. As she described 

the situation, by the month she is attending the afternoon shift, she searches fo r food (break fast 

and dinner) since she cannot li ve onl y with one mea l. In addi tion, she ex plained that she 
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somet imes faces a problem when ass ignments are given that need some amount of money to 

buy things to accomp lish the task. 

Moreover, she said that she cou ld not buy a setsquare to do class work and home works. As she 

exp lained that, she always does her math class works late in the period since she has to stay 

until her classmates fini sh and borrow their set square to her. She described that the period may 

be over before she finish her work, and her exerci se books remain unchecked. 

When she was asked what she is doi ng to overcome her economic prob lems, the girl to ld that 

she asks the workers of the organi zation to give her some material s for her ass ignments , she 

begs for money on the streets and leftovers (in hote ls and restaurants) at night. However, the 

amount of money she ge ts from begging could not surpass from her dai ly dinner. She said that 

some times she even goes to DIC to sleep wi th her empty stomach and with out money to 

contribute for some assignments if she needs it at that time. She also told that, she is as hamed 

of begg ing as she is growing up and hates the demand of some men to have sex with her. 

However, she described that she does not want to drop out of school because o f hunger; li ke 

some of her fr iends in the DIC who returned to a total street life. 

When asked to explain more about her over all life situati ons and her schooling, she expressed 

that she used to perform bette r when she was at home, even if the situati on at home was also 

bad. Thi s, she exp lained, is because she had somebody to look after her at home. She added 

that though she li kes her educat ion , she somet imes loses attention in the class rememberin g her 
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fri ends who we nt to the video houses, chewing chat, smoking hashi sh and hav ing fun . She 

noted that thi s fee ling of her is aggravated when she fee ls some discomfort in her school. 

Case-3 

Case- 3 is a g irl who is seventeen years o ld . She is a 91h grade student in one of the 

governmental schoo ls. She mostly sleeps at her home with her mother and her younger sister 

and sometimes in DI C with other street chi ldren. She spent fi ve years on the street. 

When asked the cause for her street life, the girl to ld that her fa ther di ed when she was kid and 

her mother used to prepare and se ll ' tell a' (a local beer made at home) . She also used to 

support her mother by serv ing customers who come to drink. She to ld that life at that time was 

very difficu lt. She usua ll y had conflict with the customers. When they get drunk, she faces 

phys ical and sexual abuse by the customers. Staying late at night until 3-4 A.M, serv ing 

customers and getti ng up early in the morning for school were some of the inconve niences that 

she explained. In additio n to that, she said , repeated physical abuse (beating) from her elder 

brother when he gets drunk made her life bitter in that home. She sourly described that these 

problems combined with lack of adeq uate bas ic needs for her life forced her to run away from 

her home. 

When asked about the impact of her schooling she replied that her li fe is getting better. She is 

getting some knowledge and being promoted to upper grades. Hence, she described that she is 

happy abou t that. In addit ion, she said , " When I go to school wearing uni form s and having my 

exercise books I fee l I am equa l to others. I know that the other students don ' t know what I eat 

and where I live , I fee l proud and pretend as if I am equal 10 them in schoo l. " 

43 



She was asked concerning the awareness of her school commun ity abo ut her background. She 

sa id that the director of the school knows her background because of an incident that happened 

to her. According to the girl , one day she disturbed in the class and the director asked her to 

bring her parents to school. Then she sa id , she told him that she is a street child who is bei ng 

he lped by an organi zation and her mother is too weak to come to school because of sickness. 

That opportun ity made him to knoll' that she is a street child. 

On the part of her teachers , she replied that she is unce rtain about their knowledgc of her 

background. 

She also told that , onl y other street children in the school and her best friend know that she is a 

street child. Telling the reason, she said that, she usua lly hears non-street children talk about 

street ch ildren negatively. She explained that they tell her that street children are bad and 

spoiled ones. Due to thi s, she sa id, she feels that the same negative attitude wi ll come to her if 

they know she also is a street child. As a result, she thinks that they may hate, di scriminate her 

considering her as she is to spo il them, and dec ided not to tell them. 

Concerning the att itude of the school community, the girl said that from the day the director 

recognized her as a street child , he mistreats her in different times and in different events. She 

told that he always thinks that she is mi schievous. Therefore, the girl described, she does not 

want to go to hi m even if any problem happens to her. She al so ex presses her fea r that the sam e 

thing will be happen if her teachers know that she is a stree t chi ld . She described that th is 

condition affect s her relationship with her teachers. 
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Concerning her soc ial life with peers in the schoo l, she replied that she prefers to have a soc ial 

life with street children. Because, she sa id , she likes street children more than non-street 

chi ld ren since her problem s and feelings are the same with them. She suspects that non-street 

children will undermine her down or neglect her one day when they find out that she is a street 

chi ld . 

In relation to her economic problems for her education , she described some problems. As she 

explained, some group assignments are her problems si nce she must contribute money to buy 

things from markets or stationeries. In addition to that , she could never attend tutorial class that 

he lps her for better result because of economic problem. She noted that the organizat ion al so 

does not pay for it since the school does not have rece ipt for thi s. 

She was asked what she does to so lve some of her economic problems . The girl replied that she 

finds some sorts of jobs during vacations like making hand made plastic bags for sell. 

In relation to the contact of her school and her famil y, this g irl indicated that there is none. 

In her desc ription about her life and schooling, she to ld that any demand of money from her 

school is affect ing her since her mother cannot cove r the ex penses of her and her sister that is 

also a ttending in that same school. She to ld that she needs somebody to so lve her economic 

problems, and some social res istance in her school to have a free and li velihood environment to 

pursue her education smooth ly. 
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Concerni ng her integration with other non-street children, she rep li ed that she is ve ry happy. 

She sa id that she could lea rn , share life with others, and learn to respect others, which is 

uncommon among street children. 

In re lation to the social li fe with others in the school, she told that she prefers to interact with 

the non-street children since they respect others than the street children. However, the girl to ld 

that some non-stree t children underm ine and insu lt her let alone to interact with her. She sa id 

that thi s created a big prob lem in her schooling. She also told that some ca ll her "Shoe shiner' "' 

and "borko' " a jargon of street children to mean dirty. 

Speaking about her economic condition and schooling, thi s girl to ld that leading her life by her 

own becomes a prob lem for schooling. This includes, fulfilling food , clothing, house rent and 

lack of adequate amount of money to buy textbooks. The girl said that the above economic 

problems are obstacles for her to do better in schoo l. Exemplifying thi s, she explained that she 

does not attend school and could not do her homework regularly. Therefore, this girl would 

like concerned bodies to fulfill all the necessary facilities for her education to attend properly. 

Casc-S 

This girl is seventeen years old. She is integrated in the evening division of one of the schools 

in grade four. She was engaged in st reet life since 2000. 

The girl at present time li ves with her mother and a ten years old sister. All work in an incense 

facto ry, in dividing the incense in to seven different pieces to prepare for market. They are pa id 

in every two months. They earn from 50-200 Ethiopian Birr per two months each. They live in 
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a small rented room from thei r Keble (a sma llest government unit) paylllg 2.50 Uh. Bi rr 

monthl y. 

When tell ing how she became a st reet child she sa id that it was because of conflict with her 

stepfather. She explained that due to low living standard of her family she used to se ll ' kola' 

and cooked potato to support the family 's income. After se lling the 'kola' she used to give the 

money to her stepfather. However, when she grew older, she sta rted to refuse to give the 

money to him. This situation brought confli ct between her and her stepfather. When the 

conflict became worse and worse she left the house and started a street life along wi th 

commercial sex work after some time. After four yea rs of staying out side, she got back to 

home when her stepfather died. However, since her mother does not have the capacity to 

manage the family econom ically, she remained working outside. 

When she was asked about the impact of her schooling in a formal school, she replied that, it 

gi ves her hope for her future. 

Telling about the knowledge of her school community members about her life, she replied that 

some of her teachers and some students know her background. 

In relation to the attitude of the school community towards her, she said that, some teachers 

encourage and adv ise her to continue schoo ling. In the side of the students , some have positive 

attitude towards her. However, she responded most non- st reet children in the school insult her 

'barko' and do not want to interact with her. 
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The response she gave to the quest ion rega rdin g how she feels about her integrati on in a fo rmal 

schoo l with non-street peers, she responded that she likes it because she can create some 

friends in the schoo l setting. 

Regarding to her choice about her soc ial life with others in the school, the girl replied that it is 

better for her to be with street children in the schoo l. Because, she li kes the cooperation of 

street child ren when she gets any troub le. 

Explaining about her economic problems to pursue education, the girl replied that she has to 

cover most of the ex penses o f her fa mil y; such as food, clothing and house rent. She said that 

this is because her mother usually gets sick and her sister is too little to do thi s. Therefore , she 

said she has problems to buy tex tbooks and is unable to attend class regularly. 

Talking about her overall situation of her living condition and her schoo ling, she said the poor 

econom ic background o f her famil y and some social problems restricted her educat ion. T he 

girl explained that she dropped out from school prev iously for many times because of the 

above and o ther related problems. Conseq uentl y, she said that, she becomes ne w fo r subj ects as 

she resumes schooling . She also told that since her works are tiresome, she usuall y beco mes 

absent from sc hoo l. She ex pressed that thi s situation resulted in weakening her result s and 

d iscouraging her to learn. She also expressed that she worri es of dropping out o f school and 

need some conce rned bod ies to support her f11 mil y and to enab le her and her little siste r to 

attend school we ll. 
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the school. On the other hand, she sa id that she prefers street children to share some problems, 

which are not related to school ing. 

She was asked about her economic problems that affect her schooling. She said textbooks that 

are not provided by the schools and clothing are her problems for her education. In addition to 

that , her responsibility to treat her ehild becomes a big econom ic problem for her. Moreover, 

she to ld that bringing once child in the ol e is not allowed. Therefore, she is obliged to remain 

to her late mother 's hOllse whose rent is not paid for the last thirteen years and fear to be kicked 

out by the government. 

To solve her economic problem this girl washes clothes for garage workers and earns about 40 

Ethiopian Birr i.e. arollnd 4.7 US $ monthly. She also hires her bed for some outsiders 

(travelers) that need rooms wi th small amount of payment. Doing this, she sleeps on the floor 

in the same room with her baby. 

When she was asked to tell about her overall life and schooling situation, she to ld that she is 

facing so many problem s with her chi ld. She said , 

The organizalion gives me lunch and pays for school, and fiillills 
SlalionOlY for me. However, I have so many alher needs 10 be fiiljilled 
for my regular school allendance. I have also a responsibilily 10 l1Iy 
child. What I wanl 10 say is Ihallhere should be some parly Ihal should 
Iry 10 undersland Ihe real problems of slreel children 10 help according 
10 Iheir needs. 
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4.1.2. Social and Economic Prob lems as Reported by School Principals 

Table- 2. Background Information of Principals who were 

Interviewed 

N' Sex Educationa l Service ycar Service ycar in the particu lar Sc hoo l 
level Ihe school 

I M Dip loma 28 2 Adama N' 5 
2 M BSC+Posl 19 4 Goro 

Graduale Dip. in Secondary 
Edu. Plann ing 
and Manaoeme nt 

3 M 12 '" 30 30 Nazareth Fana 
Elementary 

Concerning the attitude of the principa ls towards integration of Ihe female street children with 

other non-street children in regular schools, all support the idea. They responded that 

integration helps street children to have social interaction with other non- street children and to 

have good social interaction with their community in the future . One of them added that since 

no body helps and treats most of the children of the street, we should accept them when they 

come to school. The other one al so responded that street children have so many unacceptable 

behaviors in the school that arise from different problems they face . They come late to the 

school, become absent and even drop out of schoo l. Therefore, he sa id thi s might have impact 

on the behavior to other children. However, he be lieves that still the street children should be 

integrated fo r their own benefit. 

When asked to explain about the social , economic and educational impacts of the in tegration of 

the children, the principa ls put both the pos it ive and negati ve im pacts. 
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Telling the positive impact for their socia l life, one of them said that it has an impact to mix the 

children with their community in the school. Most street chi ldren have a character to sleep 

during the daytime and roam at night. This behavior departs them from their community. 

However, schooling has an impact to interact the community and the children including their 

peers in the school. There is also a chance that the community could better understand the 

' free, relaxed and open nature ' of the chi ldren. 

In add ition, one of the principals reported that street children are economicall y benefited from 

schoo ling since some NGOs, individuals including some teachers and students help the 

chi ldren in the form of food, clothing and finding jobs. On the other hand, the principals 

responded that many street children complain that schooling consumes their time to move here 

and there in search of work and food for their survival. 

When responding about the other observed negative impact of the integration, they indicated 

the conflict of the street children with members of the school community. This situation 

according to them resulted from the deviation of the children from the socially accepted norm 

of the community in general and the rules and regulati ons of the schools in particular. 

The principals were asked to explain about the social problems they observed in relationship of 

the fema le stree t children and the other members of the school community. 

Concerning the relationship with the other non-strect chi ldren, lack of positive attitude to wards 

st rect ch ildren, insult that reOect the poor background of the street children , discriminatio n and 

undcrmining the street children are some of the social problems the street children face in the 
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schools. They also reported that street chi ld ren consequently devclop negative attit udes to non­

st ree t children and some times try to revenge the insult , the di sc riminatory and undermining 

actions using di rty words and phys ica l violence by using even knives and other sharp material s. 

The princ ipal s al so reported that the observed relationship probl ems between the teachers and 

the female street childre n. They cited different reasons for th is. One of the principals sa id that 

teachers do not know their students and their problems we ll due to the large class size. Because 

of thi s, it is diffi cult to understand the girls and their problems. It usuall y result s in connic!. 

The principals reported that some teachers support the children in many ways. Others do not 

have positive attitude towards the children and even suggest a segregated school for the 

children. They told that these teachers use corporal punishment on the girl s and complain to 

principals. The children also try to res ist the measures by taking differen t actions like verbal 

assault on the teache r and rushing out from school. 

Regarding the social condition of the children with other school community members, one of 

the principals responded that he does not want to tell others in the school about the background 

of the street children. He sa id that he believes thi s wou ld be exposing the st reet children to 

di scrimination and creating negati ve attitude by others. He responded that when the children 

face problems, he tries to so lve their problems onl y by himself even with out the knowledge of 

hi s partners in the schoo l. 

The princ ipals com mented that the comm uni ty at large should be aware of the problems of the 

ch ild re n. They responded that the school is a renection of the whole soc iety. If the society 

understands the ir problems and supports the children, the school community would do the 
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samc. They added that some parents go to the extent of commenting that street children in the 

schoo l be imprisoned and expelled from the school whenever they make conflict with their 

non-street children. This shows the negative attitude of the society towards the girl s. 

When asked about the econom ic problems the integrated female street chi ldren face, one of the 

directors responded that since hi s schoo l is a government school most students ha ve economic 

problems. Therefore, he responded that , even though they have problems, he did not observe a 

marked difference between the female stree t children and others for sc hoo li ng. The others 

responded that except those who are receiving some support by some NGOs for uniforms and 

some stationeries and school fee, most street chi Idren have so many economic problems that 

resulted in dropping out of school. The principals responded that shortage of food, lack of 

shelter and clothing are some of their major problems. 

One of the principals reported that some female street children from the evening di vision 

usually ask withdrawal from the school for the simple reason that they cannot afford even for 

food , let alone school fee and related costs. He also responded that some children engage 

themselves in some kinds of jobs, which are beyond their age level and for longer hours in a 

day. He further said that these students become tired to attend class properly and regularly, 

which may lead them to dropout of schoo l. 

Regarding the support , the school s give to the children to so lve their social and economi c 

problems the responses of the principals are as follows. One of them replied that hi s schoo l 

encourages the teachers to know the stree t children. This according to him enables them to deal 

wi th the children by advising and punishing non-street child ren who create problem on the 
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street children. One of the princi pa ls to ld that hi s schoo l uses a suggesti on box to create 

chances for the fe ma le street child ren to forward their prob lems. He a lso responded that hi s 

school organizes staff meet ings every fo rtnight to discuss about some issues in the school. 

The other one also replied that the schools try to exempt the students fro m any payment 

charged by the schoo l. 

In relat ion to helping the children by mak ing contact with their fam il ies, on ly one o f the 

princ ipals responded that hi s school tries to contact children's famil y (if they have) using 

homeroom teachers of the children . One among them said that the schools try to make contact 

with some organi zation that helps the children, considering the organi zation as a parent. 

However, he responded that the schools even do not know the whereabouts of the families o f 

the children. One of the principals responded that making contact with the famil ies o f the 

children is some how im possible because it needs additi onal human power and time. He added 

that most of the parents or guardi ans of the ch ild ren are not willing to come to school and 

di scuss wi th the school commu nity about the educati on of their children since they prefe r to 

run fo r their dail y bread. 

Most of the time, the children are seen sitting idle on the street, walki ng with out purpose and 

do ing socia ll y unacceptab le acti vities . T here fore, the principals suggest NGOs and other 

concerned bod ies shou ld have centers to the children to play, spend their spa re time as we ll as 

to do act ivit ies to generate income to meet some of their needs. 
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· . 

4.1.3. Results of Focus Group Discussion (FGD) Held with Teachers of the 

Female Street Child ren 

Table-3. Background Information of the Teachers who Participated in the Focus 

Group Discussion 

Teacher Sex Educati onal status School 

I F Certificate Adama N23 

2 M CeI1 ifi cate Adama N23 

3 F Cert ificate Nazareth Fana 

4 M Diploma Adama N2 -2 

5 M Degree Adama N2 -5 

6 F Certificate Adama NQ-1 

7 F Certificate Nazareth Fana 

8 M Degree Goro 

9 F Diploma Adama N2 -5 

In the discussion, teachers had a chance to express their view towards the integration of the 

female street children in the regular schools. Most of the teachers replied that the system is 

good for the benefit of the female street children. According to these teachers, the children get 

opportunity to share relative ly better behavior from the children who are non-street. Moreover, 

they exerci se the accepted soc ial norm that will help them in their future life-to live in harmony 

with their respective community. 

They also discussed about the negative and positive im pacts of their integration for their social 

life , economic cond ition and educational aspects of the fema le street children. 

The teachers shared thei r experience that the integrated fema le street children show a tendency 

to change thei r socially unaccepted behaviors and to mix with their non-street peers . On the 
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· . 

4.1.3. Results of Focus Group Discussion (FGD) Held with Teachers of the 

Female Street Children 

Table-3. Background Information of the Teachers who Participated in the Focus 

Group Discussion 

Teacher Sex Educational status School 

I F Certificate Adama NQ3 

2 M Certi fi cate Adama NQ3 

3 F Certifi cate Nazareth F ana 

4 M Diploma Adama NQ- 2 

5 M Degree Adama NQ -5 

6 F Certificate Adama NQ-I 

7 F Certificate Nazareth Fana 

8 M Degree Goro 

9 F Diploma Adama NQ-5 

In the discussion, teachers had a chance to express their view towards the integration of the 

female street children in the regular schools. Most of the teachers replied that the system is 

'good for the benefi t of the female street chi ldren. According to these teachers, the children get 

opportunity to share relatively better behavior from the children who are non-street. Moreover, 

they exercise the accepted social norm that will help them in their future life-to live in harmony 

with their respective community. 

They also discussed about the negative and pos itive impacts of their integration for their social 

li fe , econom ic condition and educational aspects of the fema le street children. 

The teac hers shared their experience that the integrated female street children show a tendency 

to change the ir socially unaccepted behaviors and to mix with their non-street peers. On the 
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other hand. the pa rti cipants ill ustrated that some teachers, non-street childre n and others in the 

schools. misunderstand them and they usually face problem to be accepted by the community. 

In relation to the educational aspect of the children, the teachers described the positive side of 

learn ing with the children from their community hclping each other. They also reminded that, 

the street child ren could not compete wi th others because of certain facts. They discussed that 

the children mostly join school in the ir late age. In add ition, mos t o f them rejoin afte r long 

interval of dropping out of school and stay outside the academic environment and acquired un 

acceptable behaviors on the street. These conditions, the teachers descri bed, di scourage the 

integrated girl street chi Idren and lead them to dropout. 

The teachers commented on the kind of relationship the fem ale street children have in their 

respecti ve schools. When di scuss ing on the relationship of the ch ildren with thei r teachers, 

there were two different ideas among the participants. Most of the teachers expressed that the 

chi ldren do not want to obey their teachers, they do not respect them, respond using bad words, 

tell li e and hate when teachers try to control them. Some of them commented that the kind of 

relationship between the children and the teachers mostl y depends on the way a particular 

teacher approac hes them. The teachers explained that these children have a background that 

made them sensitive, rough, less patient , fee l discouraged, and eas ily di sturbcd because of 

ex treme poverty they face , and hope lessness they acqu ired from their life. Therefore, they sa id 

teachers should be wise. should devclop pat ience as to how to treat the ch ildren as much as 

possible, even if it is somehow chall enging. One of the teachers presented hi s expcri ence in hi s 

school that many femal e strect children changed the ir unaccepted behav iors and sta rt ed to 

attend school peace full y. Reminding the importance of having patience on the part of thc 
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teachers he reported that a girl who committed fault said to him "Teacher, why do you expect 

me to be a human being in an overnight", when he became angry at her. 

Another teacher also reported a case that one of the female street children in her school ran 

away because of harsh ac ti on by one of her teacher. The teacher al so reported that if the 

teachers approach them positively, these children are "freer" than the non-street, easy to 

approach and discuss their problems. 

Regarding the relationship with other peers in the schools , most of the teachers responded that 

the kind of the relationship of the children with their peers is not that much different from the 

kind of the relationship of the children with their teachers. They said that the children mostly 

act according to the other party's action to them . Saying this they shared that most students in 

their schools consider the female street children as 'savage', they discriminate them, and even 

some insult them. In thi s situation, the female street children take an aggressive measure, either 

individually or some times in group. 

In the case of other school community members, the teachers responded that mos t of the 

chi ldren face trouble with school guards. Accord ing to the teachers, the reason for thi s is lack 

of awareness on the part of the guards abo ut the problems of the children. The guards mostly 

try to punish the children, some times phys icall y when the children do not wear uniforms, 

come late to school because of so many problem s related to their poor back ground . Therefore , 

a teacher commented that awareness should be given to school communi ty, especially, to the 

guards about the street ch ildren and their problems. 
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Concerning the economic condit ion of the children, the teachers gave their idea that most of 

the child ren support themselves and some of them their fa milies also. They responded that lack 

of fulfilling uniforms, textbooks and reference books are some of their problems of street girl s 

mostly if no body sponsored them. The teachers also reported that there is a situation that the 

children could not allend class we ll due to hunger. Some even faint in the school of hunger and 

teachers and other students help them in order to recover. The teachers also described that the 

children cannot fu lfill some important thi ngs as their peers like shoes, other thi ngs that arc 

important fo r their good looking as their peers in the school, schoolbags for the safety of their 

school materials. Therefore, they are obli ged to work more to compensate for the time the)' 

spend in thei r school. They al so expressed that some children engage themselves in activ ities 

that may affect their normal li ving conditions in different ways, such as theft, begging, staying 

late out side in the night and prostitution. They also exposed to sexual assault. Thi s is to fulfill 

their basic needs as well as to fulfill "some aesthetics" that make them similar to the ir peers in 

their schoo ls. According to the participants, these situat ions hinder them to allend school 

regularly. 

Regarding the academic performance of the children, one of the teachers gave hi s idea that 

"S ince the children wa nt to pass exam by copying from others rather than studying, they have 

poor performance." The other one also described the female street chi ldren in her class saying 

·they are lazy' with stro ng word ing. Some of the teachers gave justification fo r lower 

performance of the children. They sa id that the ch ildren usually come from street wi th out an)' 

base; they learn doing jobs that shares their study time and energy; they have no body to give 

special allention. They also reminded that they have experience of some female stree t children 
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that arc improving their performances as a result of special support and attention given by their 

teachers. 

Discussing on the idea that what the school should do to ass ist the female street children to 

pursue their educat ion we ll , the teachers suggested the following. They commented that the 

schoo l should introduce the chi ldren to the teachers by giving their names to teachers. 

Therefore, they expressed teachers could prepare themselves how to treat the children in their 

soc ial and economic condition before prob lems are created. They also suggested that the 

school management should give a chance to teachers of these girls and other school comm unity 

in awareness rai sing programs by different NGOs. Supporting this idea, one of the teachers 

added that, it is mostl y the higher offici als, not the teachers and the children, who get access to 

recent findings , attitudes or ideas. Therefore, she commented that school adm inistrations 

should recommend teachers and other members of the school community when NGOs try to 

provide awareness training to the school community. 

They also expressed that the school should try to know the background of the fa milies of the 

students in order to understand the problems of the students and try to help as much as 

possible. 

The teachers gave thei r ideas that schools should orga nIze Income generation clubs in their 

compound that wi ll invo lve female street chi ld ren as we ll as others at least to minimize the 

problems of gi rl fema le street children. Moreover, the teachers commented that the school 

should form a focal body which comprises of teac hers and other school commun ity members 

that wou ld connect the adm ini stration of the school, the students, donor NGOs and fam ilies of 
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the children to work in collaboration with the children and to have strong relationship wi th the 

NGOs. 

The teachers also rai sed some points as to what they think they should do for the children 

regarding the social and economic problems. Some of the teachers emphas ized that they can 

help the child ren mainly in the soc ial part. However, a teacher concluded that she has tried her 

bcst to change the behavior of her student who is a street gi rl in co llaboration with her other 

students. However, she fai led to improve the 'bad' social behavior of the girl and she has been 

discouraged. Opposing this idea, some teachers commented that the girls could be helped to 

improve their social life and improve their performance by giving them love and concern, 

giving responsibility like monitoring their class or other tasks to show them that they are 

acceptable. One of the teachers reminded that teachers should not pre-determine the chi ldren, 

as they are 'bad' because of their background. She also emphas ized that there are al so students 

that come from families that have relatively better economic background, but create many 

problems in the school. Therefore, she commented, teachers should develop patience and try to 

make necessary follow up accepting the girls as children of the community as much as 

poss ible. 

The teachers were asked if they have additional ideas in relation to the social and economic 

problems of female street children who are integrated in the regular schools. Accordi ngly, one 

of the teachers commented that, he never thought female street children as those who have 

specia l needs and as they could be supported in schools. He noted that bod ies 1V0rk ing in thi s 

area should fi ll the gap as much as possible , before they integrate the chi ldren in the regular 

schools. 
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The teachers added that even though the awareness of the school teachers is essential , 

awareness- raising programs are needed for the whole society. According to the participants, 

the soc iety does not have positive attitude towards the chi ldren to support in any way. The 

community thinks that NGOs work simply to receive funds from abroad in the name of the 

children, but do not give due attention to the real problems of the chi ldren. 

4. 1.4. Resu lts of Focus Group Discussion He ld with No n-Street Children 

Tab le-4. Background Inform ation of the Non- Street Children Participated 

in the Focus Group Discussion 

Student Age Sex Grade School Shi ft in the 
school 

I 16 M 9 Goro Day 
Secondary 

2 17 M 6 Adama N" 5 Day 
3 II M 5 Adama N"2 Day 
4 1 1 F 3 Nazareth Day 

Fana 
5 14 F 6 Adama N" 5 Day 
6 13 F 5 Adama N"3 Day 
7 13 M 3 Adama N"I Day 

The students were asked to express their vIew regarding the integration of female street 

children in these schools. They replied that they supp0\1 the integration for the reasons that, the 

children should not be discriminatcd from other children; they can share ideas and thoughts 

with each other. One of the children commented that female street children could bc good 

model for the res t of the students as they learn in spite of their poor living conditi ons and other 

problems. 
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When asked about the soc ial life between female street chi ldren and the other, most of the 

participants (except one) respo nded that they do not have any friend that is a street gi rl. They 

also discussed that most of the students in their respective schools have the att itude that street 

children do not have any responsible person to take care of them. Therefore, accord ing to the 

students, non-st reet children in their schools do not want even to borrow them educational 

materials for fear that no body wo uld bear the responsibility if that particular thing is los t. One 

of the students expressed her view saying that even if she supports the ir education in her 

school , she never wants to have a fr iend who is a street gi rl chi ld . Because, she cont inued, she 

fears that the gi rl s may lead her to their ' bad ' behavior. The students discussed that the street 

children are some how unique as compared to others. They are hype r-tempered, have a 

tendency to cooperate with each other and to attack others. They do not have interest to learn. 

Because of these reasons , they sa id , most students are afraid of the children and do not want to 

approach them totally . 

The participants were also asked to give thei r view about the education performances, absences 

in the school, doing tasks like home works and class works, arriving in the school on time and 

others. Their comments are as fo llows. They discussed that most of the time the female stree t 

children become absent from class and usuall y come late mainly in the morning classes. The 

students added that the chi ld ren are so careless that they do not do their class and home works 

and leave the class when a teacher enters to the class not to be asked about the home works. 

Comment ing on the school resu lt of the children, the students reported that some do well. but 

most are low achievers since no body controls and supports them in their education. 

When asked about the social and economic problems of the children to pursue their education 

properl y. the students forwarded some ideas. 
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Concerning the social problems of the female street children, the students commented that 

some teachers do not like the children and take harsh measures on them. They sa id that 

teachers purely discrim inate them. One of the part icipants (a boy) commented that , there is a 

teacher, who punishes a street gi rl child more than other students even for a petty fau lt. The 

other participant (a girl) also commented that there is a teacher in her class, who warns others 

not to play and interact with a street girl child in her class. The girl discussed that the st reet girl 

child in her class knows hi s bad attitude to her and always conflicts with him and run out of 

class even insulting him or murmuring at him . 

The students also reminded that some non-street children have negative attitude towards street 

children. They sa id some students call the children ' borko ' . They also reminded that their 

parents warn them to avoid relationship with the street child students. 

Regarding the economic problems, the students replied that female street children couldn ' t 

learn properl y, chasing their dai ly bread. They responded that the children are ob liged to be 

absent from the schools regularly, both if they have work (due to tiredness and lack of time) 

and if they do not have job and do not get money (due to hunger). 

A student said that: 

I remember Ihal a leacher /Oak my class 10 an educalional Irip 10 Ihe 
hill called 'Kechema', a bilfar from Ihe lawn. That day I did 1101 eal 
break fasl refusing 10 eal olher Ihings excepl bread. As a resull, I 
fail1led on Ihe hill and came back by a carl wilh many problems. 
Therefore, ffailed 10 do my tasks inlhe Irip. f remember slreel children 
how Ihey could aI/end class wilh oul gel/ingfoodfrol1l Ihal day on. 
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The other problems of the female street children that were discussed by the participants are 

related to their poor economic background were lack of tex tbooks. The students commented 

that there is a shortage of text books in their schools. However, they ask their fami li es to buy 

the textbooks from markets. The participants pointed out that female stree t children do not 

have this chance, since they are from either the relatively poorest families or orphans or due to 

other problems. This situation prohibits the female street children to attend their subjects well. 

4.1.5. Interview Result with the Social Worker and the Counselor of the 

Organization 

Table-S. Background Information of the Interviewed Social Worker and the 

Counselor of the Organization 

Participants Sex Educational Background Service Year 

Social Worker F B.A in Sociology 7 Months 
Counselor M B.A in Psychology 17 Years 

The social worker and the counselor were asked to tell their observat ion on the impact of the 

integration of female street children in the regular schools. They replied that, integration helps 

both types of children to develop their interpersonal relationship and helps the fema le street 

children to accept that they are palt of the community. The counselor added that when the 

female street children spend time in the school with other students in different difficult 

circumstances such as orphans, children with disabi li ties, ch ildren from fam ilies of very low 

econom ic background etc. they become aware that there are children with similar or even 

worse condition than themselves. This situation, the counselor added, helps the ch ildren to 

think that they aren' t the only children with problems on earth which they thi nk (most of the 

time) and fee l inferiority. 
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The counselor noted that sometimes there could also be economical support to the students 

from different school community members while in the school. 

According to the interviewees, the integration of the children has impact to their education. 

They explained that both street and non-street children help each other academically if there is 

a positive approach and follow up for the female street children. The counselor explained the 

negati ve impact of the integration as well. He noted that absenteeism and dropout of school in 

the case of street children is markedly observed since the schedule of the schools is formal. He 

discussed that the female street children cannot attend school regularly like the non-street peers 

because of different restrictions . Moreover, he added that it is one of the causes for the 

mobility of the children from one town to the other, in fear of being asked about the cause of 

their dropping out of school by their teachers , and some concerned bodies. 

These workers of the organi zation were asked about their observation on the attitude of the 

female street children to the school community and vice versa; i.e . non-street children in this 

school , their teachers and other school community members. They replied that, the non- street 

children (except few cases) do not want to interact with the street children. This, according to 

them , is the result of the op inion of the parents of the non-street children. They noted that 

parents of the non-street children tell their children not to be accompanied by street children. 

The social worker exemplified that there is an event; a parent of a schoolgirl came to the ole 

to complain that her daughter became a friend of a street child who is a benefic iary of the 

organization. This shows, the soc ial worker added, how much parents have negative attitude to 

the female street children, their friendship with their children and influence their children. They 
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tend to di scriminate the female street children. Th is and other related situations made non­

street children be afraid of and keep away from the female street children. 

Therefore , the soc ial worker and th e counselor reported that the street children do not feel 

comfortable with the non-street ones in fear of discrimination. Because of this, they replied, 

street children usuall y form a group of their own. Then, they informed that, if the girl s feel any 

discrimination from the non-street children or if they feel any Wljust measure is done by the 

school officials during some confl icts with non-street chi ldren, they disseminate infol111ation to 

other street children both in the school and to the others in the town using their group 

members . Then, they to ld, the street children take very harsh revenge on the non-street children 

in the schools. They also cited an example whereby some integrated female street children hurt 

themselves to pretend that they are hurt by the non- street chi ldren (i.e., accuse them). 

[n the case of the relationship with teachers, they repli ed that, there are some teachers that have 

positi ve attitude, create hea lthy relationship with the female street chi ldren in the school s and 

help the children to their maximum effort. On the other hand, they told, there are teachers who 

have negative attitude and affect the education of the chi ldren in spite of some awareness 

rai sing supports from concerned 0 rganizations. Explaining t he former ones, t hey sa id, some 

teachers encourage the children to learn, helping in a11m eans they could. Some permit the 

children t o r esume c lass after many days a fa bsence, due to different reasons, some closely 

work with NGOs that help the children. They elaborated that, the later ones, cons ider the 

ch il dren as non-respected. The co unselor rep li ed that some teachers even insult the female 

street chi ldren, punish them physica lly and di scourage them. He reported that among some type of 

insults " ~r, 'lJi ~1nl- ~9" ·Ht.. IHl '(',' ·l-lIun.l'nli : : meaning, "you look like the mud your mother 
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makes a pot with." " .EUl h~.:l nn.lt \·t""l.~Ul· .E(/1In~.:l ' ''' meaning, it seems yo u leased thi s 

c lass. " \'Ittl lll;.t:l ou ;Hfl..P rhm-t:l ·} Hi ;;" meaning, "You are a statue of thi s class." 

" 'I'!JUt.i'i (1~' t:lt.l'.Ci'i," meaning "you do not have any future via schooling." 

The counselor expressed that these types of remarks highly affect the children' s self-esteem; 

they make the children hate th eir teacher and the subj ects he/she teaches, and s ubsequentl y 

push the children away from the schoo l. Some do thi s in f ear of the same actio ns by their 

teachers and the others to show simply thei r support to their dropout friends. 

Regarding the relationship of the students with other school conununity members, the 

interviewees replied that some school community members have positive and some have 

negative attitude towards the chi ldren. The counselor infonned, that some workers in th e 

schools like record officers complain about the registration of the children in the school. He 

reported that they say to the children "you bother the school to learn for a month in a year. " He 

added some words of the librarian "you come to library to steal , not to study." He also 

reminded that some check points in the libraries focus more on these children than the others. 

These situations, the counselor reported, serve as a negati ve stimulus that lead the children to 

think abo ut dropping out of school after a month, to steal books from libraries. A s the same 

time, th e s tudents feel inferior and rejected that may lead them to dropout from school. 

The counselor and the socia l wo rker of the organization conU11ented that, the attitude of th e 

fema le street children to others in the school is highl y dependent on th e type of the atti tude 

towards them and the nature of relationship the other party shows towards them. They 
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responded that, if any body approaches the girl s pos iti ve ly, they respond pos itive ly. I f they fee l 

that somebody has negati ve att itude towards them, they also respond negati vely. 

The counse lor and the soc ial worker were asked how they see economic problems o f the 

integrated fem ale street children that affect their education. They responded that, a problem to 

fulfill their bas ic needs like food and clothing is mai n problems of the children. They added 

that lac k of she lter is also a prob lem fo r those who are not targets o f some NGOs. The children 

also have a problem of books and some stati onery, espec iall y if one prov ided by the 

organ ization is lost. Since some children al so have no body to help them to borrow books from 

schools, to buy them from markets, they face a great problem. 

According to the counselor lack of fixed budget in some of he lping organi zations is also a 

problem to fulfill some bas ic needs of the female street children for their schooling. In 

addition, if there is any demand o f money that is required fo r schools, if it does not have a 

receipt the organization does not pay. Therefore, the children face a problem. 

Moreover, the counse lor ex plained, some children who do not have any responsible body to 

stand fo r them and do not have permanent address face problems in schools. These children 

cannot borrow books from the schools due to absence of sponsors . He also expla ined that, 

schoo ls ask students for money almost throughout the yea r; for repa lflng broken doors, 

windows, desks, for the bui ldi ngs of additional classrooms in the school compound , fe nces, 

cleani ng materials such as brooms etc . Some schools according to him ask 90 Ethiopian Birr 

per fami ly. This situati on, he explained, is very chall engi ng fo r street girl s that have nothing 

even to fulfill their dai ly mea l. Some children he sa id ran away when repeated req ui re ment of 

70 



money is rai sed from the school ad ministration. Other children of course may have class mates 

or other students who assist them to pay the required amount of money if the amount is 

affordable. However, this situation also ex poses the chi ldren to feel inferior and to dropout of 

schoo l. 

Speaking about the over all soc ial and economic problems of the female street children that 

affect their education, the soc ial worker and the counse lor explained that, the female street 

children are in ferior both sociall y and economically. They do not attend school we ll for the 

simple reason that no body is to control them due to their isolated social life. They also noted 

that a sort of discrimination in the schools resulted in running away from schools . They told 

that, most children spend their time trying to find food and a place to stay. Therefore, they 

sometimes even do not remember thei r schoo l. Telling the fact , the soc ial worker told the 

researcher that from the thirty five female street children that were integrated in different 

regular schools in the beginning of the academic year i.e. September, 2006 onl y ten are 

learning. The rest dropped out by the time this interview was conducted in the month o f April 

2006. She told that, in this situati on, one cou ld guess what would be the number of the children 

by the end o f the academ ic year and in the following years. 

Gi ving thei r final comments the soc ial worker and the counselor sa id that the children need 

love and more attention from the whole community. As they depart sociall y from the 

community, the counselor added , they go down and down economically. Thus, they need 

people to show their belongingness to them. The social worker commented that these children 

also need some body to teach them some sort of discipl ine that would help them to integrate 

with in their community. Economica ll y too, if they are attending schoo l every fac ility should be 
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fullilled at least to the mll1l1l1Um requirement. Otherwise, they said it would be a fruit less 

exercise. They also reminded that the education of the children is in danger and efforts should 

be made from different angles of the whole society. They commented that awareness training 

should be given to the fami ly of students and all school community members. The counse lor 

also reminded that some school community members are commenting that awareness training 

shou ld be given to some concerned higher government official s abo ut the problems so that 

appropriate supports be given to the needy children. 

4.2. Disc ussion 

In this part of the study, different data gathered from participants are discussed based on the 

research questions and in relation to different literatures and research findings. The discussion 

is made by triangulating different information from the participants. 

4.2. 1. The Impact of Integration of the Ch ildren in the Regular Schools 

As educat ion is very crucial for all human beings, educating chi ldren has an impact for their 

future. Learning important sk ills in the schools enables them to li ve in harmony with their 

community. It contributes most for their self-reliance and to lead independent life . In addition, 

it produces human power that guarantees the development of a nation. In addition, it is one of 

the fundam ental ri ghts of chi ldren (CRC, 1989). 

However, some children remall1 away from educational services of their soc iety because of 

many reasons. Some lack thi s opportunity due to mental retardation, phys ical character isti cs, 

social status and the like. These children according to MOE (2005) necd special attcn tion li·om 

concerned bodies and be given the opportunity to get to schoo l. As street children arc among 
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these children, some concerned bodies gave them due attention and integrated the children in 

regular schools to get educat ion to enab le them to benefit from and many advantages of 

education. 

Therefore, thi s study revealed diffe rent pos itive impact of the integration of the street girl s. The 

obtained information shows that the chi ldren have benefited from the system . 

The integrated gi rl s have been found interacting with their comm uni ty 111 the school 

environment. Thus, they are acquiring the sociall y accepted behaviors through the in teract ion 

of the school community ; peers, teachers and others, which would be hardl y possible with out 

their integration. It is through this interaction that both groups could be introd uced to each 

other and have a chance for every act ivity to li ve in harmony. I-Iuman Rights Watch (2004) 

confi rm s that it is through integration that children in schools are likely to be involved in their 

society and less likely to exerci se the unaccepted norms of their society. 

In this study, the integrat ion also has been found as the opportunity for the street girls to meet 

the ir peers and teachers to help them economically. Some peers of the girl s and some teachers 

have been found helping the children in different ways. 

In additi on, the girls are improving their knowledge as they go higher in their grade. There is 

also a tendency that the children have a hope fo r the future to improve the ir life and to develop 

thei r nat ion as well. 

On the other hand, the research fo und out that there are some challengcs and un favorab le 

environment of the integration of the girls. Some parti cipants in this study reported that the 

girls are exposed to discrimination by the school community. Some non-stree t children. 
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teachers and some other worke rs in the schoo ls are mistreating and discriminating the girl s 

knowingly or unknowingly. This can be a cause for the children to fee l inferior, hate the schoo l 

and drop out of school. This find ing goes in line with the rev iew of the literature . World 

Education Forum (n.d) & Human Ri ghts Watch (n.d) support thi s idea that di scriminatory 

si tuati on in schools can be a cause for children to be excluded from education. 

In add ition to the above, the long hours in the school and it s formal nature made the children to 

be engaged in some unaccepted activ ities at night. To compensate thi's Ya ng stay in the schoo l 

during daytime, some children spend more time in the ni ght out side to get money, begging and 

doing commercial sex work , which exposes them to differe nt problems. This, according to the 

interv iewed girl s and the teachers who pal1icipated in the focus group di scuss ion is to get some 

money for food , clothing, and some "cosmetics" that would enab le them to compete with the 

rest of the ir peers in the schoo ls. 

Difficulties in the school s lead the girl s who are sponsored by some organ izations to migrate 

from one town to another in order to avo id fo llow up by concerned bod ies . 

4.2.2. The Attitude of the School Community towards the Integrated Girl Street 

Children 

In a warm environme nt, children should ha ve a healthy re lat ionship with others. Unless they 

receive positive attitudes from others, it wou ld he difficult to expect them to learn the intended 

behavior. The same cou ld be thought in the sc hool. Healthy relat ionship with the teachers, 

peers and o thers in the schoo l creates conducive environmen t for thei r soc ial life and bettcr 

ac hievement in ed ucation. 
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of the presence o f some teachers who show concern and tlY thei r best for the changes of the 

girls, there are others with negative attitude. Some even suggest sepa rated school fo r the 

children; some genera lize them as lazy, some belittl e the girl s, others insul t and punish them 

corporal ly. The wordings" ll'iHi 111nl- ~!JU~' nl-n~' 1 '1'":1' -l'unn,Pil7i: :" meaning, "you look 

like the mud your mother makes a pot with " " .Q\J1 hl;.!:l nl'l.ll ~"I"uol-7im- .Quon~a ::" 

l11eaning. it seems you leased thi s class. " ~H. \J hl;.!:l uoj-nfl.,P '/m' !:l~' )7i :: " l11eaning, "You 

are a s ta tue 0 f this c lass." " "I"!JUt', 7i ~~. !:l ')' !'.[i\" 111 eaning "you don ot h ave a ny future via 

schoo ling." indicate the extremely negative atti tude of some teachers and even are a bit 

difficult to accept that such statements are forwarded from teachers. This condition plays a role 

for the students to hate their class and run away from school. UNESCO (2003), gives emphasis 

to thi s idea a nd says, negative attitudes towards differences and the resulting discrimination 

and un fairness in the children manifests itself as seri ous batTier to learning. 

Some teachers are also found rigid to accept a change of behavior of some of street girls and 

better academic results. They ignore the children and advice others to do the same. Frol11 thi s 

finding it seems that some orientation and awareness rai sing activities in relation to th e 

children are not conducted or are not exercised in the part of the teachers. The teachers who 

partic ipated in this research also conunented that awa reness-rais ing activities from different 

organ izations mostly focus on the admini strati ve staffs of their schools rathe r th an the teachers. 

They explained t hat some o ft he school C 0111l11unity m embers lack t he a lVareness t hat could 

help them how to treat th e girl s in the school. The idea of some teachers regarding the poor 

schoo l performance of the integrated girl s also indicates either their p re-determined a ttitude 

about th e children o r lack of information about the real problems of the chi ldren. UNESCO 

(2003) s tates that i f teachers have s trong s upp0l1 fo r a certain a cti vi ty; i l i s likely that they 
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could be devoted for th e activities. Furthermo re, A Civil Society Fo rum for East and South 

East Asia Promoting and Protecting the Ri ghts of Street Children (2003) recommends, the 

training of teachers regarding difficulties and poss ible so lutions for the problems of the 

children as an important iss ue. 

The nega ti ve attitllti e is also observed in other schoo l community members of the studied 

schoo ls. Some workers are found to be obstacles for the smooth learning process for the street 

g irl s. It is revea led that some schoo l principals, librarians, record o fficers and guards are 

mistreating the girls in different ways. One of the interviewed principals said that he so lves 

problems of street gi rl s by his own, with out the knowledge of other school community 

members including his partners for the fear of negative attitude towards the g irl s. This confirms 

the existence o f negative attitude of the schoo l community towards the girl s. 

In addition, to this , it is found out that teachers do not identify their students who are street 

children due to the large class size. This situation as the teachers explained bring about 

misunderstanding and conflict between them. It is clear that this kind of misunderstanding in 

schoo ls leads the children to feel unwanted, unprotected and to lack interest in school and to 

drop out of the school (Human Rights Watch, 2004). 

4.2.3. The Attitude of the Integrated Female Street Children towards Students 

Who Arc Non-Street, Teachers and Other School Community Members 

Children's attitude towards the ir school environmen t plays an important role to the ir social 

interaction with different people in the schoo l and for thei r academic achievement. 
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In this research, it is found out that the integrated girls have they have a very tepid and 

somet imes poor relationship with their peers in the schools. This , accord ing to different 

participants of the research, is due to the pre-determined negative attitude for the street children 

towards others in fear of discrimination. 

On the part of the teachers , the female street children do not seem to have positive att it ude for 

some. It is likely that the disobedience of the gi rl s to their teachers , neg lect, usage of bad 

words, etc, that are reported by the teac hers come from the negati ve attitude of the chi ldren 

towards them. The determination of some of the interviewed girls, not to go to the schoo l 

principals when they have prob lems also is an indicator of lack of positive attitude towards the 

school personnel. 

The negative attitude of the girls towards their school community members prompts social 

problem for the integrated girls in the schoo ls. They hide their background to the non-street 

peers, teachers and others in the schools. Instead of having friends from a chi ld with whatever 

background, they prefer other street children & keep themselves away from others. This, 

according to different participants is to protect themselves from different possible attacks by 

others, not to be undermined and to take an aggress ive revenge action. This si tuation is likely 

to make the entire school community fee l unsafe and finally results in exclusion. Supporting 

this idea, UNESCO (2003) said that violence in school, bullying abuse between learners and 

others make schools difficult to learn. 

However, according to the informat ion from di fferent participants, it is found out that most of 

the time the atti tude of the street gi rl s is highly depende nt on the type of the att itude of others 
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towards the gi rl s. If somebody approaches them positive ly, they deve lop positi ve attitude to 

that part icular party and vice-versa. 

4.2 .4. Economic Problems of the Integ rated Female Street C hildren tha t 

Hinder them to Pursue their Education Smoothly. 

Childhood is a time for learning, play ing and fun. In spite of this, many female st reet children 

work to support their famil ies and themselves instead of attending school. According to the 

li terature, one of the obstacles of these chi ldren to learn is economic problem. The resul ts of 

th is study also confi rm this idea. 

Shortage of adequate food has been found one of the prob lems. The girls become absent from 

school, get bored, tired in the class and sometimes collapse due to hunger. This idea is also 

supp0I1ed by UN ICEF (2003). According to the organization, many of street children in 

Ethiopia, even those who work for long hours are under-fed. This situation fo rces the children 

to drop out of schools. 

Lack of shelter specially for those who are not beneficiaries of some organizations and poor 

qua lity of resident ial houses to perform some academic activities are also fou nd to be a 

problem to the learning process of the chi ldren. In a situation where the whole fami ly shares a 

si ngle room, with possible poor quali ty of the room, it is unexpected to study and to do their 

homework. 

A problem of getting appropriate clothing is also another barrier for the gir ls to attend school 

we ll. Some children may not have uniform s, especiall y, if they do not have support from 
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organizations or individuals. Those who are in the evening classes also face problem to fulfill 

clothing to go to school. 

Furthermore, the girls are unable to have appropriate school materials and that hinders their 

education. They do not have adequate textbooks, reference books, and some other stationery, 

that have a decisive role for their school performance . 

The poor family background of some of the girls has been found as one of the problems of the 

children. Instead of attending class regularly and studying, the girls engage themselves in 

activities to earn money and supplement income of their families or perform the household 

chores while their families work outside for subsistence. This also exposes the girls to drop out 

of school. The finding of UNICEF (2000) also supports this idea. According to its report, many 

street children are obliged to dropout of school since they have to support themselves and their 

families through work. 

None of the schools established a relationship with parents. No school covered in this research 

is found to know the family background of the integrated street girls in the schools. In addition, 

the work time of the street ch ildren overlaps with their school time and thus, they can't manage 

schooling smoothly. This condition could be a cause for their low academic performance, class 

repetition and dropping out. Learners with low school performance have tendency to repeat 

classes, experience low se lf-esteem and are likely to develop negative attitude to education and 

eventuall y to dropout of school (UNESCO, 1998, cited in UNESCO, 2003). Therefore, World 

Education Forum (n.d) and A Civil Society Forum for East and Southern Africa on Promoting 

and Protecting the Rights of Street Children (2002) suggest parent involvement in education of 

the children. It is believed that making parents aware of the importance of the education of the 
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girls enables the schools to protect exclusion. Parents who are aware of the advantage of 

education and who are economically supported are also likely to send their children to school, 

because, this reduces the responsibility of the children to supplement the income of their family 

(Burra, 1989 and Chatteerjee, 1992). 

• Those who live alone hardly attend school regularly. They have to cover almost all of their 

living expenses, engaged in different activities to earn money. When the age of certain 

integrated girls is observed, it is not difficult to imagine that they face trouble to attend classes 

due to several problems. 

The Civil Society Forum for East and South East Asia on Promoting and Protecting the Rights 

of Street Children (2003) discloses that, some street children cannot follow the learning speed 

of the class. Some become slow and some weak if they are not given additional support such as 

tutorial classes. Participant teachers of this research also infonned that street girls in their 

classes are not competent compared to their peers in the class. However, due to the demand of 

the schools for fees, some street girls in the sample schools are not benefiting from tutorial 

classes that could help them to pe'rform better. It is to be noted that one of the interviewed 

principals responded that the integrated street girls in his school are free from any payments 

required by the school. However, none of the respondents from the same school con finned this 

information. 

When we look at the economic balTiers of education of the girls, the poverty of the children 

can be seen as one of the main factors. The problems of the girls are many and complicated 

because of the living conditions of their families. However, if they are expected to bring about 

change and live an independent life , their educational facilities need to be fulfilled. Supporting 
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thi s idea World Education Forum (n.d) says poverty denies schoo ling but exclusion li·om 

education can be a cause for the cycle of poverty; the only way to fi ght poverty of the ch ildren 

is through school. 

Child motherhood is also one of the prob lems that hinder girls from allending school properly. 

[n addition to covering their own expenses, they have to feed and take care of their kids. This 

exposes them to sexual assault and pros titut ion that aggravates their problem s (G lobal Security, 

2005). 
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5.1. Conclusion 

CHAPTER FIVE 

Conclus ion and Recommendations 

Educating female street ch ildren is important that thcy can support themse lves, li ve an 

independent life as wel l as participate in every aspect of activities in their society. 

Nevertheless , different factors are affecting their education. Among many others, social and 

economic problems they encounter in their life playa great role. 

Therefore, the focus of this research was to find out the social and economic problems of the 

fema le street chi ldren integrated in some se lected regu lar schoo ls. Depending on the findings 

orthe research, the following conclusion has been drawn. 

The integration of the children has positive impacts in their li fe. The students are benefited 

from the interaction with their community in the schools. They receive economic support from 

different members of the community. They arc also improving their academic status . 

On the othcr hand, their integration exposes the girls to discrim ination and other associated 

problems in some school community members. They also face some econom ic problems that 

are related to schoo ling. 

The study found out that some of the schoo l community members have negative att itude for the 

children that they misunderstand the gi rls, mi streat them , and consider them as extremely 

uncontrollab le. Some insult , neglect that can be cause for cxclusion of the gi rl s from thc 

school. 
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The nega ti ve attitude of the stree t girls in response to the same negati ve attitude of others 

towards them is found affecting their social interaction among peers in the schools. The fe male 

street children hide their background to their schoolmates and teachers in order to avoid the 

above indicated social problems. They do not wa nt to interact with non- street children in the 

sc hools; they form groups of street children, forward bad words, and show inappropriate 

behavior including ha rsh revenge action, which lead to violencc in the schools. These make the 

schoo l environme nt unfavorab le for the school community in genera l and for the girls in 

particular. Therefore , they exposed to total exclusion from the school. 

Poor background of famil y and or the girls also hi nder the girls to at1end school we ll. Lack of 

food , in adequate clothing, lack of shelter or poor condition of shelter, lack of adequate 

educati onal materials, repeated requirement of money from schools are fou nd to be some of the 

main economic problems of the girls. These problems made the girls to attend school 

inegularly, to perfo rm poor in the school, to be discouraged and finall y to quit educat ion. 

Finally, thi s study found out that the social and economic problems of the children are highly 

interrelated. As their social problems push them to exclude themselves from family and school, 

they get deprived of economica ll y. When they try to solve their econom ic problems their 

ex posure to the worse soc ial problems becomes hi gh. They ob li ged to involve themselves to 

unacceptable activ it ies such as commercia l sex work, a condition that drive their li fe to ehild 

motherhood and related problems to follow the eye le of povert y with th ei r chi ldren instead of 

thinking about education and leading better life. 
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Therefore, thi s study in fo rm s that the integration of the children in the regular schools necds a 

strong efTort. The society, schools and other concerned bodies should give more attention in 

order to enable the girls learn and get out from their miserable life which is a result of their 

complicated socia l and economic problems. 
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5.2. Recommendations 

• In order to minimize the poss ible social problems of the gi rls, timely awareness rai sing 

training should be given to the entire school community about the nature and problems 

of the children, method of solving the problems, and ways of understand ing them 

better. 

• The girl s should be integrated the in the schools as early as possible before they acquire 

some unacceptable behaviors on the street that need more time and energy to deal with . 

• The children should be given the opportunity to learn some acceptable social nonns of 

their society to help them create healthy relationship in schools. 

• Effort should be made to organize some income generation activities to the girls in 

order to mInImIze their economic problems as we ll as to prevent them from long 

working hours and unaccepted activities they perform to get money. 

• Some helping organizations of the children should introd uce the girls to the members of 

the school community in order to prevent the poss ible problem s that the girls face in the 

schools that are resulted form the lack of awareness of the school community. 

• The relat ionship between the school community and other concerned bodies should be 

strong and continuous in order to intervene to the problem s at their earl y stage. 

• Further study should be done related to this area 111 order to find out the poss ible 

remain ing problems of the children to learn. 
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Appendix- A-I 
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• ~1l\J:I'1l oom£T 'P'i 'l~1IIj noo?,n'"i t9"\JN Ilt ~1IlJ.1IIj':' i\t ~'1.ll'i 1'.ll.lll ih~'i)' 

'l- 9" \J C ;I'f lIn n ~ '1 ~ n, ~ 1.ll £ n ft " il Il IIlJ. ,l'!',['H lit IIIj ... n l,ll! 'i ~ \1 <;' 1IlJ..l' 'e l '1 L l 00 I'. ,1! 

Il IIIj '1 H )Ill:: 

• nll\J :l'lloom~T ~9"t(JmlIt 1IIj1'"i1It9" ool'.,1! n9"ilm.C £.l'I1I.'l: : noolf~9" 'l-hhll'"i ool'.,1! 

1I1l!:tllm n~hilC't lIm~Ti'j()[).:: 

• :l'lloom£'I! ntl n.'I'.ll ~:I'?''"i Hi? 

• ~ 00 1'1 '1 'i ()[).:: 

L ~'ll.'l ool'.,1! 

Ll- 1'I .l':1nl -------1.2- ~hr;.1.'l ?'I'.~ ---- 1.3- ~9"tllljlnt a:l' : - '1'1 D 1IIj;f' D 

1.4- ~'1.ll'i t.ll.lll ~lf1nn~' 1.11----------

2, ~1IIj?'l.l' ilr;.lo:- nil)' lIlilT D n'1.11'; D n~ilth oomll.l' D M --------

3, nlllj1 JC ~' <;'l.l'IlO? 1lf1.f D nll'i~''i ~~t Dn~l]t D nll'lt D 

nm1l!:9"'1 lI\JH D nHool!: Dnm1.l': 7?''"i JC DMt 7Hl JC D 

i\ (10 l----------------------------------------

4, ~ill'.i'jfl& illl9")'<;'l.l'flit (J\Pl'l 1I'1 il~1f; 1i'i5J: ilt1I.'lml.'l"? ------------------

5, ~ '1.ll 'I t .ll.lll I.'l ')' If). ~ No m· 1I 1.ll, t ) 1Il-? ----------------------------------------

6, m_~ oo?,n'"i t9"\JC-)' Ilt oo'l~H nih£mYf'i ~£ 9"1 n'1 m£9" n'1 .l'L"lIf) 1'111'1<;' 

Ii Il III il Il 0 ;l' illl.l' Il o? ----------------------------------------------------------------

HlIlJ.ntfl.t H9"\Jct IlH lIIj ... nl'.llil lil]~~' ~I.ll'l 1'.ll.lll oolf101 IIIjmT 

Iillllljm:l'fm1 iltlL"lmL"l":-

• CI'II'I oo9"\Jl1 :-

• oo9"\JC'f7i:-

• Ii ill'.lIlo ~ IIlJ. uq.:. -I' IIIj 19' l : - ------------------------------________________________ -----

8. ~lIlJ.n1' fI. ') ' H9"\Jn IlH lIIj ... nl'.l'Iil ~~~ .), ~1f; .l'~ ;fIll1 ~ooll'rJn 'l- lIV'.~' 

tlL"lm 'P(lo? 
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• C (J ~ UIlIJDU l-1---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

• UIlIJD U l-1 -------------------------_____________________________ -------------------------------

• {J 11 r. ~ t UIJ l !P f -----------------------------------------------------------------------------
• (Lno ~, ________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

9 . n ~, IJD U cT Il t1i "11'1' • .., (L iH, l' 1 Wi ·t ~ ~ l tlln {J (J ~ UIJ. 'II l't l" :j:/i J C .1' n 'Ii 1 UIJ "r n l- 'I! 

'1Y~)f<; {J1~<; " ' ~~l 'rJ~ln· 'II11·{J':Y' 'Ii JC {J1JD~' .RC111l1 U1J"rnl-'I! '11 ),) ·l, ()j' )~Rl 

'II 1 ~ ·l· ;I' .Q 'P n 'Ii? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10. n~' IJDUc ·"t 1lt1i IIlnT H"UCt1il nUIJ.l~ l1U1lUIJC l'UIJ..l''1I\,'Ii U1J"rnl-'I! f'1N 

lif'Hl'li ? iiI} D 1'1}1JD D 

- 'rJ I} IJD 1 IJD 1 <; fill? ------------------------------------------------------------------------

11 . {JlJDfUIJlnf flJDUCf Il~' .l'nl1r.Il~? .l'nl1r.ll~ D li.l'nl1l1.€I1JD D 
- (J UIJ..l' n 11 r. ~ 111f) (J UlJ.l1 r. ~ M U1J) Ill? ------------------------------------------------------

12. ~' 9"U cT Il t1i l'tUIJl!Pf ~U':C!JII Mill? IiMI. D 1'~1Il!JII D 
- UIl ~ n 'Ii lin III 111f) 11 U': C!JII l' UlJ.ll1 €I 'Ii U1J) III ? --------------------------------------

13. (If!JII U cT UIlUJ l.l' N 1 l' UIJ..l' II!! Il €I 'Ii U1J) Ill? -----------------------------------------------

- n!Jlll UIl ~ l't? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

14. n~' !JIIUcT 1lt1i ~lt l'UlJ.i'irO· mm.!p~, M? iiI} D 1'1}1JD D 
-'rJ I} n!Jlll n IJD 1 'II 1.R If) fl~' 1 ~ m. ---------------------------------------------------

I 5. 'l' IJD U C t1i 1 n Ii '1 ~ f} n UIlUIJ C {J UIJ..l' '11\, 'Ii Ii. P 'i. UIJ. .1' 'I! f '1 N Ii I} fl 'Ii? Ii I} D {J ~ !JII D 
- UIl ~ n'li Ii I} 111f j !JIll !JIll 'II 1.R If ~ fl f 1 ~ m.? -----------------------------------

16. rLP'iUIJ..l''I! f'1C'lil nUIJ:I'M l'UlJ.t'.~'Ii ~1IJo m.Q!JII 1i'rJ~ 'rJn flfl~m.? --------------­

- Ii.p'iUIJ..l''I!f''lC'lil nUIJ:I'n~ {JUlJ.t'.~'Ii l1M nl-n'li !JIll T<'.~· '111.R!JII;J·.RC1 

fl ·.., 1 €I m. : - -----------------------------------------------------------------------------

- Ii. P 'i UIJ. .1' 'I! ~, "I C'Ii 1 n UIJ :I' n ~ {J!JII ;I' .R C1 III 1 'II 1T n :I' (L 11~' IJD U C ~, 'L.l', t1i J C 

'II 1.1\,~ · ;I' "1 T UIJ. 'P n 'Ii? ---------------------------------------------------------------------

1 7 . ~' !JII U cT Il t1i 111l '" ~ fl 'Ii J C '11),) f 'rJ n IIJo fl f 1 ~ m. ~" : - --------------------------

18. nlim:l'll.Q nn ~C'li<; nn ~' !JIIuct1i lH~' trnUIJl '1r')fl 'rJn'li flfl~rn. ~": -
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Appendix-A-II 

Eng lish Version of the Inter-view Ques tion s Prepared for the Integrated Girl Street Chi ldren 

The researcher begins the interview by address ing the following. 

Objective: -

- The main objective of thi s instrument is to coll ect relevant informatio n from the se lected 

integrated girl street children abo ut soc ial and economic problems they encounter to pursue 

educati on. 

- All your responses wil l be kept confidential. Therefore , you are kindl y requested to give 

your genuine responses. 

- Permission to use tape recorder? 

Thank you, 

II Background Information 

1.1 . Age ---------------

1.2. Grade------------------

1.3. The time YOll attend, school: - Day 0 

1.4. The time you engaged in street li fe ----------

Even ing 0 

2. Where is your sleeping place: - At homO On the streeL] in a plastic shelter O 

Other-- --- ------------- ----------------------- ------------------------------------------ --------

3. With whom are you li ving? AloneO with parentD with fatherO 

with mother Owith siblings D with relatives Owith male partner 0 

with friends D others -----------------------------------------------

4. Would you please describe about the li ving style of you and others you li ve with? ---

5. How did you sta li street life? 

6. What positive or negat ive impact do you think your integration in the fo rma l schoo l 

has in your life? 

7. Would you please tell the awareness oCthe followi ng people in your school that you are 

a street child? 

-The principa ls 

-Y our teachers 
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-Your cI ass mat es ------------ --------- ------- --------------- -- ------------------- ------- ---- -----

- ()thers ---------------------------------------------------------- ----------- --------------------

8. How do you explain the attitude of the following people in your school towards you" 

- The pri nc i pa I s ----------------- ------- ------------ --- --- -------- -- -------------------------

- Yo ur tea che rs -------- --- -- -------- --- ----------------- -----------------------------------

- Your class mates ------------- -------------- --- -- -------------- ------ ------ --- ---------- ----

()thers -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9. How do you compare the social life you have with street and non-street children in 

yo u r sc hoo I" ---- ---- ----- ----------------- ----- -------- ------------- ----- -------- --------

10. Do you have any social problems in yo ur school that hinder you to attend school 

well? -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- If yes, what are they? ------------------------------------------------------- -------- -----------

II . Does your school charges fee Yes------ No--------

- If yes, who pay your school fee? -----------------------

12. Does your school have uniforms? Yes------ No--------

-I f yes, who buys uni forms for you --------------------------------------------------------

13. Who provides you educat ional m ate rials? --------------------------------------------------

-Ex p I a i n ho w. --- ---- ------- ----------------- -- ---- ---- --- -- ----------------- ----------- ---

14. Is there any expense covered by you in the school? Yes -------- No-------

-I f yes, what are they? ------------------------------------- ---------------------------------

15. Do you have any economic problems that hinder you to attend school we ll? 

Yes------ No------

-I f yes, what are they? -------------------------------------------------------------------------

16. Please explain if there is somebody that hel ps you econom ically------------------

If there is no body to help you economica ll y, what effo rt do you make to solve your 

econo m i c pro b I em s? -- ------ ----- ----- ----------------- ---- -- ----- -- -------

How do you compromise your education and your activit ies to solve your economic 

pro b I ems? ----------- ----- --- ----- ------- ------- --------- -----------------------

17. Does your school have any contact with yo ur famil y? ------- --------------------------

18. Please tell if you have any addit iona l idea about your life and education ----- --------

Thank you. 
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Appcndix-B 

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 

Interview Questions Prepared for the Selected School Principals 

The main objecti ve of thi s instrument is to co llect relevant informat ion from the school 

principals abo ut the socio- economic problems encountered by the integrated street children. 

All your responses will be kept confidential. 

Therefore, you are kindly requested to give your genu ine responses. 

Permiss ion to use tape recorder? 

Thank you, in advance for yo ur cooperation. 

Pcrsonal background 

Years of experi ence------------ Sex------- Educat ionallevel------------- Years of experience in the 

school---------

II What is your attitude about the integration of the female street children with other non­

street children in this formal school? --------------------------------------------------------

21 Do you think that the integration of the children in the formal school has pos itive or 

negative impacts on the female stree t children?-------------- How?---------------------------

• Soc i a II y --------------- ------------- ------------------ -------------------------------------- ----

• Econo mica II y ---------- -------------- ---------- ---- ----------------- ------- -------------------

• Ed uca tiona II y ------------------------ --- ------------------------------ ---------- ---- -- -------

31 What social problems have you observed in the relationship between the street girl 

children and other school community members? 

o 0 t her no n -st reet c hi I d ren -------- ---------- ------ --------------- -------- ------------------

o T eac he rs --------------- ---- ----- ------ --- ----- ----- --- --- ---------- ---------- ---------- -----

o Other school com m uni ty mem bers -- ---------- ----------------------- --------------------

41 What are some of the economic problems that the integrated girl street children face? --

51 How do you explain the over all effect of the socio - economi c condition on their 

edllcat ioll? ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------- -----

61 What is the mechani sm used by the schoo l to support the children in their socio-
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eco nom i c pro b I em s? ------ ----------------- ----- -- ------ -------------------------------- -------

71 Does the school have any contact w ith the ch ildren's fam ilies? Explain how. 

8/ Please make additional comment you might have related to what we talked about. 

Thank you. 
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Appendix- C 

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 

Focus Group Discussion Questions Pr'epared to Teachers of the Integrated Female Street 

Children 

Objective: -

The objective of the focus group discussion is to collect relevant information on the social and 

economic problems that the integrated female street children encounter. 

The group members focus on issues raised by the researcher and actively participate in the 

discussion. All comments of the participants will be kept confidential. The group members will 

not be responsible for the research outcome. 

Permission to use tape recorder? 

Thank you, in advance 

- Introduction of the researcher 

Introduction of participants 

Background Information of the Participants (prepared in a separate sheet of paper) 

. Sex ------- . Educational level--------------- . Schoo l -----------

I .What is your attitude towards the integration of the fem ale street chi ldren with Non- Street 

peers in regular schoo l s? -------------------------------------------------------------------- ---

2. I-low do yo u see the pos itive and negative impact o f the integrati on of the children with 

other non-street children in regular schools in terms of the following? 
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:.- The social life of the female street children--------------------------------------------­

> The economic condition of the female street children--------------------------------­

;. The educational aspect of the female street children-----------------------------------

2. Would you please comment on the attitude of the street girls towards the following 

people? 

. Teachers ------------------------------

. Peers ----------------------------------

. Other school community members ---------

4. What economic problems offemale street children have you observed that affect 

their schooling? 

5. Do you think the above situations affect the academic performance of the street girl? 

How? 

6. What do you think the schools should do for the children in order to assist them to 

pursue their education as smoothly as possible? 

7. What do you think the teachers' should do in this regard? 

8. What additional comments do you have in relation to what we discussed above? 

Thank you. 

98 



Appendix- D-I 

nli.ll.ll linl) ~tiiCll~~/I<.ll tlJDUct hli:CI 

1l1.11'i t.ll.ll l 'tJ.:lIf)' t IJIj l-.2'..LJ C l' 1PJ..l'.(."I l' IH'; 1 m .lU!J 
'FIIJIj : -

l'H.U 1ll.f.H 'FIIJIj nouJ!.n~ tlJDUct I1t IllllT .Po. at l'''l.ll'i t.ll.lll a.'l'it .Po.l)flll 

lJIj..,nl.'C'i 1i.~"IPJ.'p'C f"lN Il.f tm.P.ft ou ... .Il nlJlj"lH )Ill :: 

.:. l'm.f.ft tll,t':''J'f nliTl'!' nlPJ.)(t )Tnf Il.f nlJljt~C .f ... t.:.o. 

.:. t ... ,t.:.'J'f l'1PJ.()"l. 'I'm '1 ... nflJD If). IiiIt .Pl'H nlJDiHn.c .f.Pl1o. 

.:. tll,t':''J'f T'it nlPJ..P"'l'm mmt 1'm.P'!! 1i.f1f).1JD 

1I}.f.f t n -I; TIt"'.Il r;.:H '11 f 'iHI-? 

Ii ou()"1 'in lJ. ; ; 

o IiTl'I' 1.1).1 ,tflt'Pm:J'nf 

o tll,t':''J'f 1.Ilfm 1 .Pflt'Pm:J'o. 

1. l't ... ,t.:.'J'f .l'"I.:l ou ... .Il (ntnl' ()1mt'. 'If l'tqnll) 

1.1 ()9:111J. -------- 1.2 ,,t ------ 1.3 l'hr;..:l J!. ... .Il ------- 1.4 tlJDuct I1t---- 1.5 

( ... :J'------

2 . . at l'''l.ll'i t.ll.lll'J'f ntlJDllct 11.t+lJ. n'i1t JC t"'"~·nm noulJljl.fm .PllflJ. 

Ii uu 1'1 'tJ n t IJD 19:) m? --- --------------------------- -------------

3. ntlJDllct 11.t+lJ. Mt "l.ll'i t.ll.lll tlJljl'J'f'i MII-f (I"l.ll'i t.ll.lll 'tJ.:lIf)O tlJljl'J'f 

JC .PllflJ.1 lJIj..,nl.'C "In)t "l\1.11.t ,t~,tllflJ.?----------------------

4. nlPJ.nto.t )Tnf Il.f nfit "l.ll'i t.ll.lll tlllJl'J'f'i nMof tlllJl'J'f ou'tJM 1JD1 .:l~)t 

tl)Hl)llflJ.? 

• n t IJD Il C t m m t ------------------------------------------------------
• h Ii:.:l I) 1'1 ou.p", t __________________________________________________ _ 

• l' h r;..:l 'i l' 11~' I" l. 'J' l , 1 n ou I" l. t --------------------------------------

• (It IJD Il C t () ,\~, 1 n IIlJ h n c -----------------------------------------------

• n a II- f --------------------------------------------------------------------

5. ntlJDllct 11.t+lJ. .Po. at l'''l.ll'i t.ll.lll tlllJl'J'f tlJDllcHm 1 nli"ll]/Jo noun;tt.:l 

l' UlJ..P WI tf III Ii. ~ .. UlJ..P 'C f "I r+ IJD 1 IJD 1 'I 'I' II} fI II f lJ. ;/' IJD 'I Ill, lJ. ? 

6. n ·)o1JD Il C ~, 11 .t+ lJ. .P 0. l' "l .Il 'I t .Il.lll l' If ). at t IJIj l 'J' f IIlJ Il n l. 'C 'i Ii. ~ .. UlJ..P 'C f "I L+ 

Il.f till IJIj l Ii f1.P l' H 'r] Ill, lJ. fI1 m.P .f n t ----------------------------------------­

Ii ou () "I 'I 1'1 lJ. 
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Appendix D-II 

English Vers ion of the FG D Prepared for the Students who are Non- Street Children 

Objective: -

The main objective of the foc us group di scuss ion is to co llect relevant info rmat ion on the 

social and econom ic problems of the integrated fe male street chi ld ren who are integrated in the 

regular schoo ls. 

-The part ic ipants focus on issues raised by the researcher and act ive ly participate in the 

di scussion. 

- Any info rmation and comments of part icipants will be kept confidential. 

-The group members will not be responsible for the research outcome. 

Permission to use tape recorder: -

Thank you. 

Int roduction of the researcher 

Introduction of part icipants 

II Back ground information (filled in a separated sheet of paper) 

1.1. Age ----- 1.2. Sex. ----- 1.3. Grade-----1.4. School------ 1.5. Shift in the school. --- ---

21 What do you fee l about the integration of the female street children in your school? 

31 How do you see the ki nd of soc ial li fe you have with the integrated girl street chil drcn and 

non-street chi Idren in the school? ------------------------------------- --- ----- --- ------

41 What differences do you observe between the female street children and non-street chi ldren 

in the fo llowing issues? 

in e d uca t i 0 na I perfo rm an ce ------- ----- --- -------------------------- ------------- ----------- --

inc I a ss attendance -------- ---- --- ------ ----------------------- -- ------ -- -- --- --------- ------ ----

in doing class works and home works------------------------ ------------------------------­

in punct ua I it y 0 f c I ass t i mc-------------------------------------------------------------------

others-------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------
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5. What economic problems of the integrated fem ale street children have you observed that 

hinder them to pursue education we ll? ----------------------------------------------------------

7. Please discuss if you have additional ideas and comments on the social and economic 

problems of integrated female street chi ldren in the schools. ----------------------------------

Thank you. 

" 
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Appendix-E 

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 

Interview Questions Prepared for the Social Worker and the Counselor of the 

Organization 

The main objective of thi s instrument is to collect relevant information from the social worker 

of FSCE-Nazareth about the socio- economic problems encountered by the integrated street 

children in regular schools. 

You are not accountable for the result of the study. 

Therefore, you are kindly requested to give your genuine responses . 

Permission to use tape recorder? 

Thank you, in advance for your cooperation. 

I. Personal background 

Sex------- Educat ional level------------ Years of experience------------

11 Would you explain your idea about the positive and lor negative impacts of the 

integration of the female street children with non-street children in the regular schools? 

-Soci a II y ------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------

-Econom i ca II y ------------------------------ --------------------------- ----------------------- -- ----

- Ed uca tiona II y -------- ------ --------------- --------------------------------------------------------

21 What do you observe about the attitude of the female street children towards the 

followin g people? 

• Other non-street children in the schools ------------------------------------------------

• Teachers ----- -- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

• Other schoo I comm uni t y mem bers ------------------------------------------------------

31 I-Iow do you explain the attitudes of the school communities towards the integrated fema le 

street children? 

• Other non-street children in the schools --------------------------------------------

• Teachers-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

• a ther school com mun i ty mem bers ------------------ -------------------------------
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4/ What are some of the economic problems of the integrated girl street chi ldren that 

a ffe c t the ired u ca t i on? ---- -- ------- -- --- ---- ---- -- ---- ---- ------ -- ----- --------- ---- ---- ----------

5/ What have you observed about the ove r all social and economic problems of the street girl 

children that affect their education? ------------- ----------------------------------------- ------

6/ Please make add itiona l comment you might have related to what we talked about. 

Thank you. 
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