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'I'he aim of this paper is to give an account to the

pho no Logy of Awngio The attempt is to detormine the number

of phonemes and tonemes and their functions in the system

of this language. In Chapter one, the people and their

language, method and scope of the study are introducedo

The consonant and vowel phonemes are described in Chapter

twoo Chapter three is for the discussion of the syllable

pattern and structural processes in the syllable. Finally,

Suprasegmentals are briefly discussed in chapter foure
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1. INTRODUCTION

101 The Agew :P.~.o.:pleand Their Language s

The researcher made no effort to look for information
on the cultural and historical backgrounds of the Agew people
and their langu3.geso It is not to be less enthusiastic, but
the attempt may either result in duplication or lack of
credibilityo All possible sources on these languages and
these speech communities vre re exhausted by the papers prior
to this paper. Thus, it is ad.visable, on the part of the
resea.rcher, to refer to both these materials and the summary
made by Taddesse (1984)0

In this paper and other materials "Agew" is a name given
to a "Group of cushitic Language s;." Tbese languages are
Awngi, Qimant, Xamtanga, and Bilino It is assumed that there
was mutual intelligibility between their speakers, that is,
they were dialects of Agewo Through time and space, social
and lintuistic interferences in these varieties, now they have
to be take n as four distinct languages. If we are expected
to accept this maxim made b:l writers who worked on these
languages and Ethiopian Lan juage s in general, it will be
with reservationso

The magnitude of their differences and similarities
can be estimated, if the phonology, structure of wo.r-d s and
sentences of these languages are studied. F.R. Palmer in
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his stud;y of Bilin Phonology made no contrast between this

Language and any Language that belongs to the proto-language,

this comparison was with the two Semitic languages spoken

adjacent to Bilino Palmer claimed that Bilin is not a tone

lanVla~e, instead of tone he preferred prominence.

~n:te vrr i ter of this paper giving emphasis to the subject

of his paper, will be I'or-ce d to say something that puzzles

himo Tho puzzle is on the varied naming of Awngi. Some

(perhaps after M.L. Bender etaal.) called this language

Awng i , Southern Age,,! (defined as southernmost of the Agew

Language s ) by R.Hetzron, and, Agew (Awiya) by :BlaR. Palmer.

'I'he name vb i.ch is palced in brackets is called after Conti

Rossini. Awiya is rejected by Palmer since it implies the

mean.i.ng of 'son of Lgew' , not the language.

Habtamu , a native ape ake r of this language, substituted

'Lawl'hj for Awngio 'I'he rational behind it is i~ awi.]means

Agew (the :people) and iawNi;: is the language 0 Taddesse used
. .,

Awka aad i;.-,vngi interchm::.g3ably. ',aw- J in Awka means Age,,! and

r- -ka i is the plural .nar-ke r-, The researcher asked his informants

how they call their Language , Surprisingly, it was Cavmi-/

where - -1; au I means 'come', that is, those who came from other

places, in short, non-native and [awrii is the language.

These inconsistencies may be attri~uted to such reasons

as: a) lack of standardization; b) classification took

precedence over the nane , and; c) sympathy and concern for
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purity and zeal to maintain the 'native' name. In this paper,

against the ini'ormatnts' intution, Awng.i is retained instead

of Awny i, ;'awri i :
l - It is to press the standardization of

A-ItmSi and also to prepare a fertile ground for its widespread

usage 0 D;y and large, Avmga , Awiya, Awka, (awni.:!, and Awnyi
~ _.-'\

rawni '
i-.....,.

s;l.are a cornmanfeature C aw-"1 , and the differences

with th8 suffixes lie on the script and the 'scribe'.

1~2 Literature Review

To t.ne be st knowledge of this wri, ter, thirteen works

were '..-II':i.ttenon the Age'.'!people and their languages. Out of

these, a book (originally a doctoral thesis), an article

(published), a popel' in partial fulfilment for the N.Ao degree,

and two papers in partial fulfilment for the BoA. degree are

on Avmgio The first three papers are presented in English,

wher es.s the last two are in Amharic. Only one paper worked

out the p~~onology of ;1.'i;ingL The other four dealt on the

cLa ss i.f Lc at i ons and anaLy se s of verbs and noun phrases.

Hcwever , the first two to ten pages of these papers give a

rough picture 0: the phonology of Awngi.

FoRo -"~'8lmer(1959b) in his article "The Verb Classes

of Agau (AvJiya)" attempted to give a rough picture of the

nhonology of Awngi , this wor-k served as a mcdeL for those who

tried to wor-k out the phonology of Awngi a bit deepero

RoHetzron (1959), for example, is based on this article
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though there are differences in expressions and techniques
in reachi~g that same conclusiono Palmer included labialized
velars and uvulars as independent phonemes in the phonemic
chart 01 consonantsc This view which is also shared by
writers after him is rejected by the present writer and see
the discussion in section 2.30

Some exuressions used by Palmer (1959b, 272) in:

q and qW ffiaybe voiceless or ¥artially voiced,
there is, however", both a dlf erence a,n type
of articulation, since x and XW are always
frica.tive and q and qW have little or no
fricationoooo (Emphasis in ID1neo)

are uuf'aari Laa:r to this wr i ter-, Since /q/ is al.way s described
as voiceless, uvular, plosive, there cannot be a possibility
for this same sound to be either voiced or fricative. If these
changes are so to happen, they will be an allophonic variants
of this sound -/q/o Yalmer (1959b: 271) stated that:
liThe fricatives other than X and XW are voiceless, X and XW
are voiceless initially, but voiced in other positionso"
This statement precludes the missing out of the voiced

:ITfricatives -/z/ and /z/ both on the phonetic and phonological
Le ve Ls ,

Palmer (1959b: 272) claimed that there are six vowel
phonemes in Awng i , 'I'hough the number of vowels is the same
to that of RoHetzron's and the present writer, the latter
differs in the description of the vowel / ce / 0 Palmer's



5

claim ',18.S that awnfji has a mid central vowel but not a h i ch
e3ntr,'c'..1 vowel, but, the opposite is true. 'I'h e seventh vowe L
wh i.ch is not included in the chart is _Ye• Pa Lme r (1959b: 272)
described this vowel as:

In 'lddition to these six vowels it is necessary
to recognize '1 long, palatalized half close
front vowe L, wh i ch will be symbo Li z.e d yeo

Perha~s the absence of this vowel from the phonemio o~art of
vowe Ls , may give the impression that this vowe I exists only
on the phonetic level. Palmer's introduction and decription
to this vowel is almost in harmeny with Hetzron's seventh
vowe L -/ 80 /0

P.II. Palmer identified four tone typeS-high, mid, low
and falling. In his description of the tone of Awngi, Palmer
(1959b: 273) started with the statement: "Awiya is a tone
lan2:uage in the traditional senseell The ITtonell of this
statement shows his aberration to this traditional sense.
This is for the roason that the power of distinctiveness of
th2 tonemes is not uttlized in all 5rammatical categories.
That is, tonemes are contrasting one noun from another but not
one vorb from another, etc.

I'hougn Robert Het zron IS (1959b) wo rk is devoted to the
verb21 system of Awngi, he made an invaluable account of the
phonology of "-1.\-mgi~'I'he researcher gathered interesting
and useful information particularly on labialization,
mor~hophonemes, number and type of tones~
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He t zz-on+ s work differs -:rom this paper in the articulatory
description and labelli~g of soundso The present writer
does not agree to the statement made by Hetzron (1969b:4) as:
"voiceless plosi ve Iql and its voiced counterpart /XI. The
articulation of /XI is lax plosive, but not fricative."

In this paper, Iql is a voiceless uvvlar plosive and
it functions as an independent phoneme 0 CxJ is a voiced

.. -I .velar fricative and it has a voiceless counterpart LX], ,
both are 2embers of a single phoneme -/Xl.

Het7ron (1969:5) included the phoneme I re I in his
phonemic inventory and t;he justicfication is: "The open
vowel I ce I is a Lway s the result of the contact of a palatal
element and at a morphemic boundaryo" Then, Hetzron derives
this v0wel as followso

* ara 'husband' Ncera I her husband":

* qu '",rifeI Niqa 'his wife!
Ni 'his, her, its'

The need of this derivation lS triggered due to the contiguity
of t1t.JO VO-vIe 1s - l" i ~.:and [aJ on the phonetic label~
The system of this language disallows the presence of two
vowels couse cut ive Ly , too. Thus, Hetzron was brought to
conclude t~dt these vowels merge to give a different vowel

If the derivation had not ended this way, it would
have been difficult to spe cuLat e that the process of deletion
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-has taken place. However, in this paper! re is not a possible
member both in the phonetic and phonemic inventories of
vowels •.

Tile above data can oe revised as;

I-aral I husband' TIara 'her husband'

I-gal
INil

'wife' fiiqa 'his wife'
,hi s, her, its'

The velar segment is chffi~gedinto a palatal nasal before
the vo\'J81 i If this vowel lS followed by another
vowel, in this case

_. ,•...,
I~ a : , it will be deleted. The deletion

of t.hi s vowel is predictable from the presence of the nasal
segment trhi.ch is palatal (see 2.2.3 and 3.2.2). This phenomenon
can also be compar-ed with the deletion of the vowel [uI
and its feature is carried over to the preceding consonant.

/burnaI T1\r- b"ama
bWuN

'he carried'
'to carry'

RbRetzron discusse~ four tones -high, mid, low, and
falli.1go By comparing minimal pairs, he illustrated the
distinctiveness of one tcneme to the other. In his .
illustrations, one hardly gets certain contrasts-high vs.
low, and low vs. fallinG. In most cases, these compared
forms are grammatically different. In Awngi verbs are
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inflected for persons, however, 1sg. and 3sg.m., and 2sg.f.
and 3s~ofo share common verb forms in the past and the non-
past as well. Hence Hetzron tried to relate those similar
parada "\.SElS to a corresponding change in the level of tone.

He-czron's transcriptions are not completely dependable.
They aT.e transcribed in a way to meet his analysis. This
is vivid in the tone contrasts and what he called voice rule.
For example:

seqe
sexe

'I am staying'
'he is staying'

Actually in both cases it is stxe 'I/he ami is
staying.' Needless to say that it is advisable to read the
rev i.ew made by F.R. Palmer (Language 46,1, march 1970) on
Hetzronts primary task - the verb system of Awngi.

'I'he other work is on the phonology of Awngi presented by
Habtamu Be~ele (1975 EoC.)~ a paper in partial fulfilment
of his B.A. degree. The medium in which he has presented it
is Allilarico The researcher declines to present here differences
and similarities in the phonetic and phonological inventories
due to the apparent difference in the approaches employed
and lack of space. Habtamu differs from Hetzron in the
number of toneso Habtamu claims that the prevailing tone
types aTe High, Mid and Low. Furthermore, where Hetzron
failed to give a minimal pair in order to contrast high
vSo low, Habtamu (1975: 45) provided this contrast in the
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examples:
,

sir ,root'
s:i:r 'baby'

This can bo an example of the shortcomings involved in a
discovery procodureo

Taadesse (1984:8-9) confessed in his paper that he
made no attempt to put his fingers on the analysis of the
phonolobJ of Awngio Rather, he accepted the analyses made
by FoRo Palmer (1959b) and RoHetzron (1969b)o Since he
added a ~);lOnemein the phonemic inventory of these authors,
his alisnment is not completeo Taddesse (1984:9) justified
the addition of this phoneme as: "My own addition is the
labio-alveolar Illf.Tl that occurs in the following example
(12) ilwa_ 'cow' 0" The labialization of any segment is
phonetically plausible, but to take labio-alveolar as
distinctive feature may embroile him with authorities on
phonolc[Q'o Taddesse (1984:58) rejected the presence of the
phoneme Ire I, in his note: "A phoneme that I have not come
across in my study of Avmgi so faro"

The phoneme charts for consonants and vowels of different
writers (Palmer, Hetzron, and Habtamu) are put in Appendix Bo
This ~Jy ~elp to contrQst their differences and similarities in
their phonemic invp.ntor~es of Awnr,ie
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103 The Purpose_of the Study

The phonology of Avmgi has not a general description
based on a generative approachQ Thus, the researcher wants
to deal ~ith the subject in order to: (a) study the
phonolo[;y of Awngi, and.; (b) determine if Awngi is a tone
Langus.•.geo

The researcher might contribute (or incorporate his study)
to the study of other higher grammatical levels and may
enable -che promotion of Awng i. to a literary language Q Moreover,
the study gives an insight to consider tonemes in the Ethiopic
alphabet .•

:3esdies these relevances central to Awngi and its
speakers, this study has relevances in the sphere of general
(pure) linc;uisticsQ If all goes well, a phonological process
not attested by any other Language except Awngi will be a
contribution to the pool of language universals. Hand-picked
phono Lcg i cal feature s , wo rd structure s and sentence patterns
lead to unnecessary oV8rgeneralizationsQ Thus, this study has
a part to play in the classification of Awngi and sister
languaGes either undeL- or out of the Cushitic family$

104 Scope of the Stud~

This study is an attempt to discover and establish the
number and type of phonemes and tonemes in A1Jmgi through a
generative approach. This does ~ot mean that all techniques
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designed by gener:=;tivephonologists are applied in this papero
This may be sought for t.wo r-eason s, Firstly, though some
features are cross referred from other languages, these

• techniquGs are designed after a comprhensive study of two
or three languageso Secondly, it is a natural phenomenon
for lanbuages to differ both in their phonetic and phonological
inventorieso Thus, these techniques are either exhaustable
or iney_haustable in order to enhance all phonological
processe3 attested by all languagesu

The following reasons may contribute to the incompleteness
of this yapero (1) The researcher is unfamiliar with
certain articulatory ~abits and has constraints in the
diffe~e~~iation of tone, nasalization, voicelessness and
other characteristics of vowelso (2) The absence of certain
aids '!lh>~hcould have been of paramount importance to
di.ac ri.nri.nat e asymmetrical sounds has limited the method in
elicitin~ the corpuso (3) The restriction in the employment
of informants from Ankasha and Chara may influence the
corupus &nd the analysis to a limited degreeo (4) The
missing out and taking of some phones and phonemes in the
matrices and the underconsideration of stress and length
might lead to both phonetic and phonemic generalizations
which accounts for the limitation of the corpus and the
researcher's phonetic interpretation.
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1" 5 Methods 0 ~ th~_.Study

This study was carried on u si ng informants who reside
in Dangila and speakers of Ankasha and Chara 'dialects'
of Awngio The criteria Lnvo Iv ed in order to select these
informants are: fluency in Amharic, age, and, optionally
lo.bel 0:£ educationo These informants gave direct translations
or near equivalents of words, phrases and sentences provided
by the researcherD Room was left for their cre~tivity in
their language and curiosity in the studyo

Elicitation of the data was started with Swadesh Word
Lists w.i th some adaptations. The adaptation was considerable
on verbs, and nouns inwhich Awngi makes no distinction, one
of them is cancelled out" Verbs listed by l"IoSwadeshare
infinitives without the particle 'toto Verbs with this
form are 20t exhibited by Awnbi Rnd other languages of
Ethiopia. They are realized with affixes, both inflectional
and derivational mo rpueme s, Thus, in this study, this
problem is surmounted by taking the infinitive form of the
verb" O-che:cthan Swadcsh ""ord Lists phrases and sentences
from W.~elmer List are included in the corpus.

The transcription 0:£ the data was taken in two phaseso
The first phase is the transcription of Chara dialect and
the second phase is transcription of Ankasha dialect.
The researcher has faced no major difference between these
transcriptions, difference to occur otherwise is taken as
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an idioaynchrony. The transcription is repeatedly done so
that aD error in trarsc2:'iption may not lead the analysis
the wrons way. ~fter the actual work had commenced, the
elicitation of the corpus was futhered by giving emphasis to
t~e reQuired information needed with in the analysis. The
transcriptions of other researchers on A~mgi, after
reacheckiag with the informatns, are supplementaries to
the data.. Part of the corpus elicited by the researcher
and tales brought by the informants are recorded in cassettes.

'I'he techniques of generative phonology, in respect to
the discussion made in 104, are applied. These features and
their definitions are taken from NoChomsky and M.Halle
(1968:301 - 329). Even though, the feature vocalic is
included in the Appendix, the feature Syllabic is taken
and us ed in the formulation of phonological rules. The
change for this f'e atur-o is discussed by Larry MoHyman
(1973: 1.:-3). Thus, in tbis paper, all vowels are marked as

I. +syll.; and all co n sorian cs are marked as ;""-syll. 0 For
the definitions of these features see ~ppendix Co

In this study a phonological rule is stated in line
with the use of feature notations by Larry Monyman (1975:125)
as cited. be Low 0

+F i / rxJ
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Rule 25 applies not only to a segment which
is ::-+F,+G -, but also to one which is

(+F, -G ' 0,~ ,

Perhaps we may formulate phonological rules such as:

+syll i~'+syll-I i i-syll
i -~ , I I ; r,+high , +high I ___, i +cons9 Ij • I It Ii ,

! \+nasal !-nasali \ +nasal II !
•...! '- -;

,..- -- ~ -1+syll I , +syll J F+syll \,
p ! ~ ! j
! ! I I , !

1 -high -~/ i J_.~
, ~. , -high • i+cons "

\ f Ii, \t -nasal ! +nasaJJI i+nasal-
Thus two rules are formulated in order to show that a
vowel, mar.ked either as [+high} or as is
nasalized before a nasal segment 0 Any segment marked for
the feature [+nasal"; is always a consonant, thus, the
features ~ ~L +cons, -syll.1 are redundant 0 Hence, the above
formulae C8.D be rewritten as:

,"'+syll.'j
, I
! -nasal!
- -r

-~)
r+sylll,
I If ;! +nasal

['+nasal"!

Since vowels are nonnasalized in this language, the feature
+syll:' allows to predict the feature , -nasal iL _ And,

what ~_s nasalized is a vowel, the feature C +syll] to the
right of the arrow is still redundanto Therefore, the
nasalization process can be rewritten as:

r+nasal~ /- - L +nasal.J
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20 DESCRI?TION OF 'THE PHONOLOGY

201 Consonant Sounds

A~mgi has thirty one consonants on the phonetic levelo
This does not include the modifications (or secondary
ar-t i.cu.l at i.on s ) due to vulnerable changes in the anticipation
of speech organso These consonants comprise of thirteen
plosives, nine fricatives, four affricates, two liquids,
four nasals, and two semivowelso On the phonetic level, the
only segments that are not found word-initially are
_ rl_ dz, B -I - w II II, , .!, r, ; and word-finally are - i c, g , Z, s , z ,

x , n J; but all segme nts are found word-medially 0

20101

A sequential constraint that is shared by
all stop consonants is: a stop consonant is never
followed either by an affricate; a fricative,
or a nasal consonant.

(1) ##- C C

[ -Oorrt . : =oo rrt "
• ..J

or
.- +son
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This rule states that in a consonant cluster,
if the first segment is 8 stop consonant, the
following consonant will be either a stop, a
liquid, or a semivowel. This rule makes
overgeneralizations, since the members of these
natural classes are not all possible in sequential
arrangement after stop consonantso

2.1.1.1 Voiceless Stops

There is a series of voiceless stoPS! p, t,
kw ? -lk, ,q,. ~ at labial, alveolar, velar, labio-velar

uvular, and glottal points of articulation respectively.
\.JeCRn provide example s for each consonant wi, th
respect to the position they occupy.

Word-Initially

p pYip ,Corps'
+ taf 'hand'v

k kagYi 'dry'
k;''l , vT dY' ,skin'K a 1

q q~B 'bark (tree) ,

? w 'breast'?a:Ng u
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\lord-11edially

P

t

'Buy'! (m)'
wa+a

?::i:skawi 'new'
? ~l\'1r "«• cu. ~\. ,five'

?

t::i:rqigi
?oNkw ?ON.:r a.:t:

,freeze( n)'q

'to hear'

!lord-Finally

P

t

k

'Fight!'
,good'

W °g uz:t:k ,belly'
q ,rotten'

yoiced. Stops
..•

There is a series of voiced stops; b, d, g,
Wg iat labial, alveolar/velar and labio-velar

points of articulation respectively.

\<lord-I-pitially

b b::i:rYi 'blood'
d. d::i:kYi 'bad'
g g:bsYen 'dog'

W W ok 'belly'g g uZ:t:--
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~i<2.E.d-t1edially

d ?~nda 'here'
cr kagYi 'dry''-'

w d~ngW~lYi 'big'g

~~ord-Finally

b samb 'leg'
d dad 'road'
g lYeg 'fire'

2.1.2 Affri('lates_._-----

There are two alveolar affricates [fs, dZ_J
and two pala.to-al veolars L c , j __70 In these
data, there is only one inst~nce of ;- tS _7 t~
be followe1 by t-f_7 or i-p_7. Affri~ates are
commonly f'o Ll.owe d by vowels or they occur word
finally.

~Jord-Initially

tS tSarkYi 'black'

c caxa 'bird'
j je:r 'child'
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yord-Medially

,thin'
'to wash'

j

kac i

jJenjYi
'Hunt! 'c

,horn'

vlord-Finally

'wash! '
c myenc- 'many'

20103 Fric&tives

Fricatives are not followed by either liquids or
semivowels. The pos~ible sequential arrangement for
this natural class can be put as follows:

( 2) ## c c
i + con t ; I +cons

I

.-syll

There are four voiceless fricatives! f, "s, s, x Xw
, ,C

at :Labio-dental , alveolar, palato-al veolar, veLa r".and labio-velar
points of articulation respectively.
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Word-Initially

f f\.luci 'white'
o

s 'brother'

II
S

s:i:y
nvs"ew

, s c Lo t.hi.ng '

,heart'
x zxad i ,leaf'

~9Fd-J1ediall;y

f ?arfa 'moon'
s ?:i:ska-w-:" 'new'
II
S

?II.ls:i ,meat'

Word-Finally

f taf 'hand'
s Y II

S eNgarasos 'leftside'
-There exist three voiced fricatives ~ z, II Wz , X x

at alveolar, palata-alveolar, velar, and labiovelar
points of articulation respectively.

\vord-Initially

z 'to drink'
II
Z " z.zalad :rN 'to vomit'
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Z
w 'g uZ3:k 'belly'

11
Z Na!h 'they'
x caxa 'bird'

w?al'Jx a 'I have eaten'

!Tord-Finally

x v,lu lX ,hundred'.

Liquids

In this natural class there are one lateral' 1';I r

and one tap;' r.t ; both are voiced and a.Lveo Lar , The
difference between the members of this class is that
the former is sometimes geminated; whereas the latter
lacks this pheno menon , Furhtermore; the segment! r.:
never occurs initially, but the lateral segment occurs
in this position but not after a consonant soundo

~d-Initally

1 ,fire'

JrJord-f"ledially

1 w~l:a ,all'

r

g~liN
b:i:rYi

s Yt ark i

'to lie'
'blood'
'black'

o
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-.1. ?~l:
r je:r

20105 Nasels

There are four voiced nasals-

'eye'
'child'

- -'L m, n, n , N; at
the labial, alveolar, palatal, and velar points of
articulation respectively. These nasal segments are not
followed by liquids qnd semivowelso Thus, the possible
sequential arrangement looks as follows:

( 3) t#!- c1/

.+cons
I
i'+nasal .-'

yVord-Initi9.lly

w ONI:1 max ur3:
n N3:N

Ii ni
N NarYi

\vord-~1edia~

m k:i:mYi

n ?3:nda

n i!e\V~siieka

C

:-+cons ;
J

-son f
I

'to blow( air) ,
'to say'

'he'
'head'

'animal'
'here'
'to fight'
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I.-Jo:r;'d-Finally

",J 0g ud3:m I dull'
n ?an I II

liT "t.obite'

Semivowels

TheI'e exist in Awngi one voiced labial semivowel-
i. "\'v -I and one voiced palatal- ! y ! They occur in
all positionso ~he sequential constraint is: semivowels
are never followed by liquidso

Hord-Initially

"'13:1: a I all'
y 'my'

I'{ord-Medially

w bYe'wa I star'
kYew~N 'to cut'
oV ON I to buy'J" eW3:

y ?ayi 'who'
?ayna 'yest;erday'
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I heart'
S3:y I clothing'

Table 1
Phonetic Chart for Consonants

Stops Vl P
Vd I b

0

r i
(j)\ ~ ~I Ipo'

~l-j , ,
H, r1 I I IaJ . (j). I

'I ~I J I ri \ po~

~I, HI0 cD I
(j)J .p .p

HI 0 ~Ip.' aJ cD <U .r!

I ril ri ri
~I

P ~, 0'
cDl cD cD cD ~lI , o, P, po ri ~'- ,

IkW
,

t k q , ?,
W

,
Id g g i I..•..... -. ....•. , I

tS I I II c I
I

,
L. dZ j I I

I I
I !t

MI IxWs ,
(h)I x I

Ixw IZ : !t, x, - -,-r . I,
1 I

I

r ! I,
- -- --- ._-

n n N

y
'.~~ .- '"-

Affricates Vl IVd+
Fricatives Vl I

Vd I
f

Liquids La t ,Vdo
FlapVdo

t-----". ... . ...-----+----- - -_.
Na sa.Ls Vd

----+- -----~-

Semivowels Vd w

ill
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Consonant Phonemes

In the above discussion (2.1), we grouped sounds
according to their manner of articulation and showed their
distributions in all possible positiens. Sinca the aim of
the study is t~ analyze their opposition power (distincti-
veness) and their systematic organization in ~wngi, we use
distinctive features as described in SPE with complete
adherence to their definitions. The number of features employed
in l\.l:rngireaches f i.f t een , These features are: the three major
class feat.res, eight from .~~ity features, two from manner of
ar-~iculaticn features, and two from source features (see Table -
5)0

~l.lr-mgihas thirteen oral obstruents and eight
features (the feature 1..-+low_1 is redundant) are needed
to make the distinctions betwee~ these members.
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T2,ble -2
Feature matrix for obstruents-.....aa __~._._

::;

b t d k kW W ? tS jp g g q c

voice + + + + +

ante + + + + + + +

cor + + + + +

high + + + + + +

back + + + + +

low +

round + +

delorel - + +
~---~.-- .... - '-~"~---

Though eie~ht features are needed to make distinctions
among -c-~wsephonemes, certain features may be redundant in
respect to the definition of individual segments and in
the formulation of ruleso

-The yhoneme /b/ is realized as 1 p ; b i , o.nd r B -.

a~ b:i:tYi I earth' eo sYeB:i:N I to fight'
b •. yuBitYi "my earth' to sYep 'Fight!'
Co ?aBYiBYi f flower' go z:i:q:i:N I to drink'
do b:i:Bra 'burn( n ) I ho z:i:q: I Drink! I

The pho no Lo g.i ca I rules that convert the phoneme /b/ into
-,

Bj and IP: can be stated respectively as:
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cant ..\

+ an be
,

"--,/
Ii.
L+cont, , .+syllJ

- cor
+ voice

(This rule states that a voiced bilabial stop
becomes a fricative after a vowelo)

bo
i

cont
,
! + ante '. ( voice 1 ;' # #.--; ,- --

> .< •
)
I - cor
,
I + voice :L -'"

(This rule ste.tes that a voiced bilabial stop is
devoiced when it comes word finally and geminated.)

This rule (4b) needs further information,that is, the
effects of suprasegmentals (see 4.1) in this change.
Otherwise this rule will be in contradiction with rule 4a.
In the imperative the final consonant root is geminated
(lengtllenecJ 0 This is met in examnle I h ,I whereas in
example 1ft there is no gemination process, rather, it is
devoiced •.

kWadi I skin'
kani 'wood'

w 'I have eaten'?aNx a
w ,five'?a~K a
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daNk"'Je 'I lower the price'
daNgWe

. wflx e
'He lowers the price'
'lIebreathes'

~{hen RoHetzron (1969:8) considered the labio-velar
sounds as independent phonemes, he wrote the following:

Voiced plosive /g/, voicless /k/, nasal /N/o
These three phonemes have their labiovelar
counterparts /gw/, /kw/ and /Nw/

o
They are

distinctive from velars in word-final position,
or followed by consonants, or by -a, -e, i.

The researcher differs from Hetzron in the distribution
and type of Lab i.o=ve La r phonemes. Firstly, labio-velars
are not found before consonants, and secondly, the phoneme
/xw / is a member of this class, but there is no * /Nw /0

'to eat'
W

k uN 'to kill'
w .g urg3:m

xWorYen
,neck'
'sleep'

These examples show that velar and labio-velar phonemes are
neutralized before vowels specified as [+back, +syll ! •

-The obstruent which is marked by the features t + del.re.,
-high'~ can be either a sequence of two pbones /phonemes
or one phone (me). This phonemenon is common in natural
languages (such as German, and fo~ further discussion and
the way it is resolved see Larry Hyman (1975: 3-4)0 This
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phoneme is considered as a single segment in Awngi for two
reasons: (a) the apparent sequential consitraint, that is,
a non-continuant is not followed by a continuant on the
phonetic level; (b) still on the phonetic level, consonant
clusters are not allowed word-initially.

tSarkYi 'black'
?4:ntSu 'thin'
kWutS 'wash'
kWudz~N Ito WElsh'
sYedza 'four'

From the above dara we observe that the phoneme /ts/
is realized both as !_ tS :; d ldz-.an l :.L t

Thus, the phonological-
rule responsible for this alternation w.i LI be:

,+ del. r-e L, ;
I
!

+vc i.c e
, : - syll .!

;, - h i.gh
(This rule states that an alveolar affricate is
voiced when it occours intervocalically.)

Non-Sonorant Continuants

In Awngi we get sevennon-sonorant continuants. The
features that bring distinctions between the members of
this natural class are ('

i..vo i.c e , ante, cor I round.:for no re
feature s~ecificatio~s see Table -6)0 Though the data are
limi t.e d , vse can say t.hat the only non-sonorant continuants
which an: .found word-I~inally are those specified asl.--voice,
+ante,J o They can be arranged using a feature matrix as
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Table - 3
Feature materix for Non-Sonorant Continuants

" "of'
S Z S Z xW.l- x

voice + + + +

ante + + +

cor + + + +
round +

From t.:.i.eabove matrix, the phoneme which is marked for the
features r high, back I is realized either as r" x . or as

The reason we choose /x/ to represent the two
possible phonetic re~lizatioDs is the predictability of the
voiceless counterparto

xWuN 'to eat'
xar 'night'
caxa 'bird'
lYix 'hundred'

naka]Sara 'to night'
W u'1':r ,to laugh'x ox :r':'i

xWotYi 'laugh( n)'
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T~e rule that devoices /x/ can be stated as:

+cont

+high C-voice~! ##
+back

(A velar fricative 1S devoiced when it occurs initially).

202.,3 Sonorants

The sonorous segments discovered in Awngi are

seven and the possible features to define them are

four •.

Table - 4

Feature matrix for sonorants

r 1 r m n N w y 1
I

cor + + + +

]:igh + + +
back + +

lateral +

L~~d
+

The phoneme /1/ occurs in all positions, whereas /r/

does not occur initially; they are neutralized in this

positionc The phonemes /m, n, N/ are also neutralized
before labials, alveolars, nnd velars, respectively.
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?3:mpla ,one'
? . t tr •.3:no Zl

laNgYerNa 'twenty'

These and other many examples which are not listed here
can sh"':1the neutralization of these na saLs , The assimilation
of these nasal segments to the points of articulation of the
f'o LLowi.ng consonants, Larry l''LHyman(1975:126) suggested
the following rule.

!~_ +nasal -}.-> I:":place-U '-.!placel
.' C -

st an 'tongue' ni

'talkative' Nazi
'he'

ts .anl 'they'
laNgerNa

laNgYerni
gYew3:sN=i=N

gYew3:sneka

'twentieth' ?3:nt
'you(pl) ,
'you( sg, ) ,

I to fight'
I fou;;-~:ht(pl)'

kasHT 'to go'
'are going'

As can be observed from the above data, the phoneme
/N/ (and perhaps /n/ as 1~7 and in/ ) is realized as
!~J:(;and sometimes as ;-n t Thus, we need a rule for this
alternationo
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i,
+ back ! ---..',

j

I\ + nasal j

~',
+sy Ll .

f
=b ack] ,

t + high

: •..
j =Low )

(If a velar nasal sound is followed by high and mid
front vowels , it wi.Ll, be a palatal nasal sound ,)

Let we assume that the phoneme Inl may undergo such
an alterationo

8. -'~~+cor i
i hi h ;j - 19 ,:
f ~

l +nasal:. !

C+high"o !
, '

-''+syll
i

'fl .•••.•.

4 -back
~
: -low i
-a-

(If an alveolar nasal sound is followed by high and
mid front vowels, it will be a palatal nasal sound.)

Then we are expected to conflate these two rules (7&3) as
a single ruleo The problem is the abscence of common features
that can bring INI and Inl together and contrast them against
Im/o The presence of the palatal nasal sound - en) (which

may be specified as :..+h i.gh , +nasal.: ) on the phonetic
level and the alternation which may be stated as: if a velar
nasal sound is pronounced further forward to the palate, it
will ~ecome a palatal nasal sound, prove that the constraint
is phonological not phonetic. This phonological constraint
gives the clue that Avmgi does not utilize what is stated
in rule -8, and hence our assumption is invalid.
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~he sonorant glide ~Qoneme /w/ has a non-continuant
aegme nt; ;-p i as its variant g This variation is grammatical,
that is, tLe final consonant of the root of some verbs changes
in the imperative 0 Let us consider the following data to
illustrate the above statement.

~Yew3:N
~YipYina
~YipYina
jYipYi
kYew:hN

'to buy'
'buy (you)(f)!'
'buy (you) (m) ! '

'buy (neuter)!'
'to cut'
'cut! '

Then, the phonological rule will be:
,

syll '-j r !0 + cons )70 } I I

t ;:.•.. ante ~ # #; - cons ---"; .;+ --I c
J t

1!

+ back i - cor , :
! f
i
I - voice

we can recal (rule 4b) in that a long (geminated) sound
'bot drops the feature (+ long-: for which it is markedi. . i

in the impera tive 0 Therefore, long Cb: -:and rw: -; are
neutralizeu in this situation (or position), and the segment

- -, ,- ~l p i has two origins: either i b: I or t w: I

, . ~- .
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The phenomena can be schematized as:

/p/ '.. -., -'l p J
"

/w/
/b/ i b !
~.n -;
; n I

Wi
.~.'

The phonetic chart for consonant sounds given in Table-1
can be arranged using seven points of articulation and three
manners of articulation as:

Table ~-=..2
Phoneme Matrix for Consonants

STOPS

r points o~ 'lab e.Lv pal vel labio~ uvular glott
I I

velo IIArtie,

ploo vl p I t k kW q ?

I gW Ivd b d g !

, -I- S I

AfL vl I

~-~ c
Ivd - .-.J~- ;i !

I
( .

vl f I g Is S !

vdl ~
Wz x E-- I

s vd r
I ,

vd, ill n N
Ivdl 1;., 1 y,

- I

manner 0

Ar-t i,c ,
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Table -6

Feature Matrix for Consonants

P b t d k kW g gW q ? tS c j f s z g ~ x xW 1 r m n N w y

- - - - - - - - - - - - + + + + + + +
Syllabic - - - - - -
Consonant + + + + + + + + + - + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Cor

High
Back
Low
Round
Nasal
Lateral
Cont
DelorelD
Strident
Voice

,----~~~-

+ + - - + + + - + + + + + + - + - - +

+ + + + - - + - - + + + - - - - + + + + - - -

- - - - + + + + - - - + + - - - + + + + - - - - + + +

- - - - + + + + + - - - - - - - + + - - - - + + -

- + -

- - - + - + - - - - - - - - - + - - - - - + -
+ + +

+ - -----1
- + + I+ + + + + + + + +

- - + + + - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - + + + + + + + + + +

- + - + + + - - - - + - - + - + + + + + + + + + +
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203 Vowel Sounds

Awngi has six vowels; two front unrounded vowels
~

Ci, e..1 i 'tvro central unrounded vowels: 4:, a: and, two back
rounded vowels f.' u, 0.1 0 On the basis of the data at hand,
two lOD:, vowels 'e:, a i] are discovered. All vowels are
devoiced (except 4:. ), ne.salized, and/or deleted according
to the environment in wh i ch they are encountered. There
is no wOJ:'dwhich begins with vowels. There exists
a sequential constraint and we can state it in a form of
ruleo

10. ## c V c V

glottal central

(If a word begins with a glottal stop, then the
following vowel will be either, 4:lor

J!'rontvowels

The high front vo we L found in the language is ( i ?
and, e: is the only sound from the mid front vowel group.

dON w"lY" 'big' .3::g 1 1

tSarkYi 'black'
y4:ntYi 'louse'

~
sYen 'brother'
jYe:r 'child'
cYef4:N 'to count'
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Central Vowels

The most frequent vowel is the high central vowel -
o Also the low central vowel . I

J a J occurs.

?~l: 'eye'
w~s:i 'ash'
gYew~sN~N 'to fight'
k3:sar 'back'

w 'breast'?a:Ng u
c axa 'bird'
wata 'how'
?an , I ,

203 .•3 Back Vowels

All back vowels are rounded , The high back vowel ( u 'J

and the mid back vowel:' 0 -; are the only members that make
up this classo

wg uzg
w 'Nmax ur3=

'belly'
'to blow (air)'
'to eat'

tafWo
sWox.Yeta

'his hand'
'eight'

o

, I fasten'
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Table -7

Phonetic chart for vowels

I
...... , ..• -~.

Fr-o rrt Central Back
R Unr-, Ro Unr , R Unr ,- .

H~}2~h i ~ u
0.0 _____ ..... -

~'Iid t e
0

, -- - ' .•.- .-
Lo w I a.....•... ~---.r~-

204. Vowel Phonemes

In generative phonology, consonants and vowels are
defined using the same featureso rimong the features,
r high, 10vJ, back: can determine their distinctiveness in
Awng i ,

Table -8

Feature Matrix for Vowels

'Ii e a 0 u

High + +

Low +

Back + +
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All vo we Ls , except L ~ J , are devoiced word f i.na l.Ly ,

The processes of devoicin~ may differ perhaps because of
individual idiosyncrasy or dialectal variationo Thus, the
rules that handles this phenomenon can be written as:

! + syll.' --} . . i)- vo a ce r.
..,

I + "" /
'. vOlce,;

I

r:',:- cons .,
; !##!i + low I!

I

(A vowel becomes voiceless between a voiceless consonant
and a glottal stop, the glottal stop is an optional
se gme rrt 0 )

The phonetic chart for vowel sounds given on Table -7
can be arranged using a phoneme matrix as:

Table -9
Phonone Matrix for Vowels

-----
Front Back,...-_ ..-.....- ..•.

Hi~h i u
Mid e 0-
Low a-- ~-.. , ..--
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Table -10

Feature Matrix for Consonants and Vowels

Sonorant
l' b it d k i .kWg gWq ? t s c j f s z g !t, x xw 1 r m n N W Y i e a 0 J.

- - - - - - - - - + + + + + + + + + + + 1
- - - - - - - - - - - - + + + + 1

+ + - + - - + - - ~

- - - - - .~

- - + 1
- - - - - - - + - i

- - + 1

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + -

,SYllabiC - - - - - - - - - - -
Coneonarrt-. + + + + + + + + - +

Cor _._++- - + + + - + + + +

Ante + + + + - + + + + + + + +

High - + + + + + - - - - + + - - - +

Back - - - - + -

IRound
'Nasal

- + - + - - + - - +

Cant. - - + + + + + + +

: ~: : : ~- - ~~~j
!+ + - - - + + + + + + ~

Lateral

Del.rel. - - - - - - - - - - + + + - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Strident - - + + + + + + + + + + - - - - - -!,

Voice - + - + + + + + - - - - + - - + - + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 1
I ~ ._, ~_-
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2 r::,
"./

~ll consonants are either simple, or palatalized, or
Lab i.aLi zcd , Thus we need t.wo rules to handle palatalization
and Lab i.a l i set i on pr-o ce s se s in Awngi , These rules can be
ordered respectively, ~s:

12.. r + cons! + syll
- back

low

(.A consonant is palatalized when it occurs either before
a hiBh or a mid froLt vowel ..)

13.. I. + cons i -) r + round i : i + syll

(A consonant is labialized when it occurs either before
a hiSll or a mid l:;acj,~vowe L, )

Vo,!els of Awngi, like other language but differently
are nasalizedo This rule can be formulated as follows:

14"
r- ::!,

, + syll. ....---....> - I
i+ nasal·/ , + cons

+ nas!)l!

u~vowe L is nasa.Li zed when it occurs before a nasal
consonant 0 )
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20(, Morphophonem~.£.§.

In Awng i nouns are mar-ked for geno er-, That is, a noun
infle cted with;

. ..
-i _~is i +ma l.e',

.:..- "'
and a noun inflected with

(-a) is C-·male i 0 Sometime s nouns which are 1.+ ma Le . may
not be mnrked overtly (the vowel mey be deleted), whereas
the fem.inine marker is never deletedo These gender markers
change the quality of the vowels of some nounso Then we
have to account these Changes in our phonological analysiso

Male Female Gloss--

a•• mulukisi mulkisa I monk/nun'
bo ligisimi legesema 'tall'
Co sarki tay sarka taya 'black sheep'
d. jipina jipinja 'buy'

'I'he se data reveal tha t when the noun is (un ) marked for
the male gender the vowels of that noun remain unchangedo
And, when the noun is mar-ked for female gender the vowels
height of that noun change to the next immediate vowel height.
Thus, we can formulate an optional phonological rule as:

+ syll t
I

i + high)
i - sylI. # -.::.c- high i I.--~ t- high;

.it -l I
i ',+ low i

* Thls-rule (15) and other succecive rules in 206 are all
optional; they Rre utilized only with few nounso In other
words, these rules can not be applied to all nounso
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(A high vowel ch2nges (it m~y be fllowed either by a
co~sonant or consonant clusters) to a mid vowel when
it is followed by a low vowel. This change in vowel
height applies to all vowels found in the stem.)

In other case, the change of vowel quality also provides
cer-ts.in g::'ammatical information such as:

duNgiN , to fasten'
duNgiti 3per, sg., fo, and 2per. sg.

Co doNgete '2per., sgo, and 3per, sg., m.

We can also account for this phenomenon in line with the
privious rule as:

+ syll I

syL'I i # .- high!!
: f

--+;-high I

, + high

(A high vowel change to a mid vowel when it is followed
by a ~id vowel. This change applies to all vowels found
in -i;hestem.)

This two rules can be merged together to give the
following optional ruleo

/ + syll--;
{

high_i
L - syll ~ "/ -ri high I

, + ~ (+ low)
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(Tbis rule conflates rules 15 and 16. That is a high
vowe L change s to a nonhigh vowe 1 when it is followed
either by a mid vowel or a low vowel.)

These: changes illvowel height, so far discussed, are
due to phonological factoI.'s.,In the derivation of rule-15
nouns marked for female gender are low in their vowel heights
as compar-ed to the vowe l.s of the nouns marked for male gender.
Hovrever, the vowels of the verb form in example 'b' are high
as cormar-cd to the vowels of the verb form in example 'c'.
If the grammatical information takes precedence over the
phonological rules, the analyses will be contradictory.
Thus, the latter is responsible for these vowel height changes
and enables us to formulate rule -17.,

Nevertheless, the ~honological rule -17 is weak to handle
all change s in vowel height. We can have a look at the
f'oLl.owi.ng da ta,

1• mulukisi 'monk'
2. mulukisa 'nun'

3. molekesa 'monks/nuns'

1 • dikitima 'How are you(sg.)?'
,.., deketkama 'How are you(pl~)?'Co
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In t~ese data, a-2 violates what is stated in rule-15
and that is why it is said to be an optional (or lexical)
rule. The vowel height c~ange in a-3 is in pattern with
those nouns governed by rule-15. Their difference is that
the former expresses the change in number and the latter
genderQ And, their similarity is both utilize the same change
in vowel height and pattern. Since this does not hold for
tLe chdnge in a-2, the need to revise rule -15 cannot arise.
Hence, our task is to formulate a morphophonemic rule rather
than a phonological ruleo

/mulukis/ mulukis / in the singular
molekes / in the plural

dikiti / in the sing
deket- / in the plural

/dikiti/

This can be written in a rule form like:

-+ syll i
,

-syll, -.:':~plural

(\rJhenthe alpha is assigned to a plus sign; the vowels
of the stem are mid vowels in the plural. And when the
alpha is assigned to a minus sign: the vowels of the
stew are hir:;hvo we Ls in the si.nguLar ,)



47

Finally we can make a summary from the above discussions:

the phoneme /i/ is realized as j i : arid sometimes as t
-,

e !

Likewise, the phoneme /u/ is realized as eu I and
,~ ,

sometime s as F. 0 -' • Perhaps the converse of these may be

feasible.. That is, the phoneme /e/ is realized as.c e-.I and

sometimes as f i_~ and t;J.e phoneme /0/ is realized as r 0 -i and
-- -.
L U}. By implication and language universals, the latter

is prior to the f'o rmer , There are languages "vith vowels

marked for the f eatuz e r + high] but there is no language
--

wi, th vowe l s unmarked for the feature i + high , 0 In other

words, the presence of the vowels i e -J and i 0 -~predicts the
t...

presence of
i ._,

J i .: and r, u' repectively, but not vice-versao
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30 THE SYLLABLE

301 The Syllable

The definition of the syllable is a problem by itself.

The pr ob Lera is to assert whe t.her the syllable isaphonetic

or a phonological unit. Kenstowicz and Kisseberth (1982: 256)

define it as: "At this point the only thing that can be

said wi.t.h any confidence is that the syllable is an abstract

progra~ing unit in terms of which speech is articulated."

And, Cla:cence Sloat, etoal (1978: 65) remark: "we have

considered the structu~e and function of a very basic unit

of soued - the syllableo Evidence from a number of sources

stroflgly suggests that the syllable is a psychologically

~C?-}_~uAit 0 f language 0 " (I underlined the two phrase s for

the sake 01' emphasis and also to reveal the inherent

contradiction between them.)

rrhe anaLy s i s of the syllable of a given language, in

this case- Awngi, is determined by the internal word

structure of the lansuage under studyo However; the

st ruc trur-e of the syllable is universal and divided into three

parts: (1) the onset, (2) the peak or nucleus and, (3)the

coda , 'I'ni s is schematized in Larry MoHyman (1975: 188) as:
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Syll1?-ble
/'

Onset Core
......•. ,

-: "'-"
peak coda

Hence: in the word /taf/ 'hand', /t/ is the onset, /a/ is
the peruc, and /f/ is the codao In Awngi, the peak (or
nucleus) is always a vowe L (or any segment marked by the
feature [+syllabic} 0 This can be compared to the English

-word syllabicated as j~ PI' - eid r

The commonest type of syllable patterns in Awngi are
CV, CVO, and CVCCa

CVC
/ki/
/taf/
/guzg/

,grass'
'hand'

CVCC 'belly'
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302 Syllable ~1r~cture Processes

302.1 Epenthesis

How are we going to syllabify the word ?~ndarmy ?

If we ere to syllabify it asi?~n $ dairmayi, the problem

will be wi.th the last syllable- CCVC" Ph i s syllable pattern

automatically violets the word structure of Awng i , Therefore;

CCVC cannot be a possible syllable pattern is Awngio The

other possibility i?inidarimay, but from our phonological

analyses the vowel of the first syllable is an epenthetic

vowel end the underlying representation of this word is

/ ?ndarmay/o This word can be syllabicated asi?nidarimayi,

still this syllabication leads to the violation of the structure

of the syllable as observable from the first syllableo there are
othc r wo rr' S w~ich ne ed si.rri.La.r solutions

gud~m 'dull'

'miwk 'feather'

'snmb 'leg'

'tirq~si 'freeze(n)

'gurg~m 'neck'

Then we have to set rules that can handle these phenomena as:
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190
,

0 -..~: r 3: f / .+i # i C C(C)a. .! -
bo 0

, I 3: / -i c: C i--,--- -v: i

, ~~ ." ,
0 .-..:' 3: / -icC -ciCo , ! -

These three rules can be conflated as:

,~ '.
....\

20. 0~'. 3: I -/lI(iC C(c) it,7:fi-~ ,
t

-iC: Ci-
,

-icC ci- I
I./

(Thls rule states that a syllable with consonant clusters
o i.tho'r in word-initial position, the onset consonant

.-' "is long, or the addition of a third consonant,', 3:,:is
inserted.)

After these rules are applied the syllabication of these
words vri.Ll, be;

" / ?ndarmay/ i?3:nidarimayia.
tI

/ gudm / igWui' d: imih.•

" / / i'gWurigimiCo gurgm

ao fuca I white (nom,sgof) ,
bo fucawa I white (acc.sgof)'
Co fucka 'white (nom~pleo)'
d. fuckawa t white (acc.pl.)'

These data can be syllabicated as (a) iCViCVi,
(b) sl C V iCViCV $, (c) i C V C C $ C Vi, and
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(d) i C v C i I C v i C Vi; respectivelyo The last
syllables, namely; ca, wa, and ka are apparently syllabicated
as -CVG But the mistake committed is that the underlying
representations of 'b' and 'd' are I fucaal and I fuckaal
respectively, and we know that the accusative marker is
I-a/. If vte are to resyllabicate these words the pictures
will be either as i C V i C V V i and ¢ C V C ¢ C V V ¢ or
as i C V ¢ C V ¢ V ¢ and ¢ C V C i C V ¢ V ¢ 0 The syllable
patterns C V V and V will be in contraditction with the word
structure of Awngi, where a word cannot have two vowels
consecutively 0 Thus, '118 set a rule as follows:

- j

210 <) --::~ ;:r,v I ¢ca a(c), ,
I

or
C V V -) C V G V I ¢ C V i - V(C)
C a a -~~C a w a I i c a ¢ - a( c).,

?3:no~i
?3:nton~i

, 1;>le ' ?3:no~isu 'our'
"youj pL, )' ?3:nton~isu 'your(plo)'
'they' Na~isu 'their'

If VJe say that the possessive marker is I-ul (and with
an allomorph of I-wi, I-sui cannot be a possible allomorph
of the morpheme possessive, and, hence, we can formulate
an epenthetic rule as:
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220 i s
f._ / c.

1
u

?:i:Nkwax:i:N , to hear'
I ear'

Na~y igy i§ Wuna'?

gYi§:i:N
, they dig.'
'to dig'

~~} .----7
."~~"

-syll :
!

-cons I

I

f
l.II (-

i+
.

syll! ---- # #

+low ,
-_.. or!

.,
!

(~~ glottal stop is inserted after a vowel and
before pause •.)

3.2.•2 Deletion, Coalescence and Major class feature
change

.•... -.
''''henthe possessive marker - t u j is preceded by

a vowel with the SQIDe quality 1·e ;.u 1 , one of
u "

the vowels is deletedo

alemu I Alemu' s'
alemu 'Alemu'
u + u u

?an(i)
'you'

'my't I'

?:i:nti 'your(sg)

Iii 'he, she, it' n:i:wi 'his, her, its'
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These surface realizations of the possessive pronouns
can be derived as follows:

yu + u+i YI~+i y:iwi
ku + u ku kWu

Ni i - n:iwi+ u + nw+i
?iskawiw 'new's(m)' ?:iskawaw 'new's(f.)

~fuenthe possessive marker is preceded either by i-i~7
or i- a _7, it becomes a labialized glide i-w_7.

240 1+ syll !.
r+ ::~~l-It + high ; ~ 1..-- syll_7/ l-

\
i
i

+ back!
..,..
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40 SUPPJ~SEGMENTALS

4~1 Stress and Length

Suprasegments (or prosody) may be equated as prominence.

In Lary l'1oHyman (1975: 203) it reads as: The word prominence

is used as a cover term to include stress (intensity), tone

(pitch), and duration (length). This is simply because vowel

harmo~y and nasalization are categorized under suprasegmentals.

The reason to avoid the title "prominence!! in this paper is,

because the latter features of supprasegments are not included

in this papero

Stress and length are discussed together and tone will

be discussed below as ~ unito Naturally, prominence is

relative and psychologicalo However, in a given word we can

place or assign stress and length to a unit (or syllable).

This ucit is more or less different or similar to the

adjacent unit in stress and lor length.

Stress can be fixed or free in a language. Neverthelss,

on the phonetic level one cannot group all languages into

one of these categories. The realization of stress either

as fixed or free is possible on a detailed study of that

language. Leaving this natural phenonenon intact, we procede

to the aim of the paper; How is stress placed and utilized

in Avmgi?
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To begin with, let's have a look at the following data,
which are picked from the corpus with deliberation to meet
the analysis attemptsdo

'ka~3:N
ka'5:i
bu'z:i
Y3:zuk't:i
mikinya't:i
wa:t:a
'tas:
?:i:tiJ:J
?:i:'ti
Igurgim
'~e:r

, to hunt'
'hunt! '
,fat'
,heavy'
'because'
'how'
'hit! '
'to fall'
,fall'
,neck'
'child'

We can observe that stress is placed either on the first
syllable or on the final syllable. To start with, we can
state a rule that handles the placement of stress on the
first syl12ble as:

+ stress; ##

Once we said that suprasegments are relative, a monosyllabic
word, regardless of its grammatical category, can be either
stressed or unstressed. The gr-arnmat i.c aI catagories- adj.ective,
and imperative, incorrporated with the number of syllables
in that Hord, determine the placement of stress. Thus, if
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the word is polysyllabic and together with the grammatical
category i i::; be longs, its final syllable will be strcs'sed ,

The rule wh.i ch handles this phenomenon will be:

26. # #

Condition: The grammatical category of the lexeme is
either adjective, adverb, or impertative.

Thus, if stress is predicntable, we can conclude it is
nonphonemic (or fixed) in Awngi.

Robert Hetzron asserted that length is not commonly
found in Awngio It is found here and there with its r-ar-a t i es,
Length in this language has no lexical function, to the
contrary, its occurrence can be attributed to a phonetic
r-eason; 'I'h i.s reason can be explained using the words of
Larry I1•.Hyman (1975: 207) as:

Since both stress and high tone correlate
with prominent pitch, it must be concluded
that the segmental effects of stress are due
entirely to its culminative functiono Both
vowel lengthening and consonant fortition
signal the prominence of a syllable which
has culoinative stresso

This phenomenon can be easily observed from the following
data ..
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, Z3:q: 'drink'
!~t:'·r 'child'~ ..
but z:i 'fat'
'l:i:k: 'correct'
fu'B:i 'white'

In all cases, where the second rule for stress applies,
stress is accompanined by thE concomitant lengthening
Cfortition) of the onset consonanto But, in the monosyllables,
where this rule is met, the lengthening takes place on the
coda consonant and no lengthening with a zero codao
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402 Tone

Awngi is asserted to be a tone language 0 Indeed it is
tonOll, nncl a detailed study may reveal its likeness and
diIference to other tone language so In this paper a fair
attempt will be made to d.iscuss types of tones and the
functions of tonemes in the system of this language~

By definition A~lgi is a rigister tone language. That
is, it has two level tones - High ',"

- '-.. ...,
and low I, j, and

two gliding tones - raising; \I -; and falling: /. 'tone 0

/ .'k:i:sar 'back'
/muri 'village'

; ,.,/3:J.1oj i
\ Vgurg3:m

, we'

'neck'
-,

qap 'bark( tree) ,
"" -tan , I'
'; "'/damlnl ,cloud'

The f'o LLowi.ng paris reveal tone contrasts in the Language,

10 ? an 'that'
.I'

?an 'It
"- -'.I

20 muri 'village'
/ ;":,,,.

'snake'murl
"30 ? awa 'whom'

/ /? awa 'sun'
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.~<

40 kur 'hill'
,

kur 'saddle'
/"kur 'sterile (m ),
./ Ic; weyml 'price'"/e

,
v '-:weyml ,

a kind of grass'

These pairs reveal how these tones contrast with each
other, and, neKt we see how tone functions in this language 0

I'
I kurao

: •.. P'"bo kura
,sterile( m) ,
,sterile (f) ,

The difference between these words is gender and 'b' is
marked for female gender and 'a' is unmarked, the word unmarked
for gender (male) is different in the level of tone from 'b'o
If \,r8 are going to write the above data in a form of rewrite
rule, it will look like;

/ kur /
, ./

/ kur a /

'_kur: .~
,

!. kura .

Thus, the ste~ bears the same degree of tone level and
prevents us from adding another lexeme in the lexicon of the
language'.
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Co

..•.

/ kur /
,

/ kur /
,

/ kur /

.•.. ".
a., L kur .

! kur!
'hill'
,saddle'

I -;-kur-,:[kur i 'sterile'

These show that in i-l..vmgi:-lighor Low do not contrast against
rising (and perhaps, falling) 0 \ve have to enter these
lexemes (hill and sterile) in the lexicon as two different
words but as "homonymsotl Since this paper adheres to the
binary operation of featurers, we adopt this operation also
for tonemeso ,The tone which glides from low to High and
wh i ch is phonetically Rising is marked for the feature
Cl:t- High j and Falling will be

The following context-free rules can be stated to
handle t~ese phenomena respectivelyo

28"

<•• -.

LH (Rising) ~g'~> , High£ +

HL (Falling) ,~ .. + Low ,

There are two restrictions on the occurences of tone
(mes)" They are both phonological and grammatic8lo The
phonolOGical restriction is that if the last syllable
carries a Falling tone, the tone of the preceding syllable
will not be Lowo In other words, gliding takes place from
High to Lo vr and from Low to High and in which the latter is
Risingo In the case of grammatical restictions, adjectives
do not end with a Falling tone.
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In Awng i tone has a relevance in contrasting grammatical
relations like the following.

. -a .• , kanis i 'Go'I ..

- k~n~sb •. I 'Let us goo ,
:..

That is, imperative and permission are different in the
tone of their first (penult) syllables, where the former
is with High tone and the latter is with Low tone.



63

50 sum·:tl.RY

This study claims that ~wngi has thirty four phones
(twerty'\,>j9:b.tIconsonants and six vowels) and five suprasegments

(a stress and four tone levels)o Using the techniques of
generative phonology, it has reached the conclusion that
thirty t wo phonemes and two tonernes are utilized in the
system of the language 0 The basic syllable patterns in
Awngi are - CV, CVC(C), and after the application of the
approp~iate phonological rules - ## C+C(C), C:~C, CC~C,
C~se, and C 1fT are members of the pa t ter-n,a a

Though we concluded and put the number of phonemes and
tonemes, there Are problems which are left unsolvedo The
problem is with the status of the velar nasal segmento
An internal corupus evidence shows that the velar nasal
segment has a different characteristic not shared by other
segments., The syllable pattern of Awngi permits the
occurrences of consonQnts consecutively both word-medially
and \~!ord-finally0 The velar nasal, howe ve r , canno t be a
possible ~ember of these consonants in all sequences
( -C1 C2 - 1 .J

g) ).

rN ; or, if 1 = i N I,
-~

then 2 = , K i orI .

Let us assume that the velar nasal in its underlying
structure is not actually t: single consonant 0 That is , it

has come from a bilabial or an alveolar nasal followed by
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a velar stop and the latter is deleted after the velarization
of the preceding nasal segmento The question to be followed
is: Hhich velar stop is deleted? Can "voice assimmilation"
rule be a possible answer and say that the deleted stop is

If we look back to our data, other nasal segments
are I'o Ll.owed by voiceless stops and voice assimilation
proves nothingo This is the problem which is left hangingo

The following is not as such a problem "evad ed " in the
analysis but it is a concept which needs a treatement in
the framework of the theory of phonologyo This concept
shares a characteristic from the concept of morphophonemeso
Morphophonemes are the different realizations of a morpheme
in different phonemic shapeso These different phonemic
shapes are not determined phonetically, rather, grammatical
factors are responsible for these alternationso In this
paper it lS discussed that the variations in the level of
tone are sometimes associated with a grammatical factoro
By the sallie token, this phenomenon can be termed as
MORPHOTO~llil"1EoThe definition alloted to a morphophoneme
can be adjoined to this concept with no attempted changee
Their- implicit difference-segment vs- aupca segraerrt is intact 0
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APPENDIX - A

l'1oSwadeshand Wovlelmer's \vord Lists

Phonemic_.transcription

/

hila/
/kal./

/vJSi/
/

/kaar/

/illd/

Igb/
, \

/ml;.:nyatl/

/gLlzk/

/dnGuli/

S r "/t arki/
\/brl/

•.. ,
/ma,?EUrN/

/Nits/

/' \?angu/

/tenef~sN/
/

/sen/

/bbrtSN/

/j~r/
/sy/

Phonetic transcription

I' /, w:hl:la

" /'k3:ml
">, e

, W3:S: 1

, f

kisar
\ /''d3:'k:l

""g3:B

\ 'gu'z:3:k
"\ W\ /!-d3:Ng U'l:l
, "caxa

s > "t ar'k:i

b'~rYi-
'\. " \

maxuriN

Y"s en

. .r\
Je:r
\

s±y

Gloss

'all'

'anmal'

, ash'

'back'

'bad'

'bark( tree) ,

'because'

'belly'

'big'

'bird'

'bite(to)'

'black'

,blood'

'blow(to)'

'bone'

'breast'

'breathe( to)'

'brother'

'burn(to)'

'closhing'

'clashing'
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-. I \;

/damin1/
/ ~ s/talt pal

, ! y'"'damin i , cloud'
/ .' S ,i'taf:l::t pa

- . , claw'
....\..Y /'!:l::XID :1 , cold'

,. \
/?ant1N/

/ / .•
'?antiN 'cole(to) ,

, count( to)'

'cut(to) ,

'\

/cefN/

/kewN/
/g~rki/
/krN/
/g!3N/
/tSami/

/gseN/

hiq:N/

, \
'cef:l::N

'kYew~N

'gYerkYi
e

'day'

'die( to)'

'dig( to)'
S' 1'1

t a'm:1 , dirty'
" y ...

'g~s eN , dog'

"' ?/kag1/
/gUdm/

/ ttr{/

/?llkwa,!.l/

'\ \/'z:l::q:l::N
" Aka'g:i

~
\. ...

gu'd:m
,f,.

'drink( to)'

'dry'

'dull'
. /

't4:trY1
'I W\ Y''?:l::Nk ax i

, dust'

'ear'

/btl/

/xuIf/
Y?nlc 1;/lal /

/sb-z:,.etaj

'b" tY i3: 1 , earth'

'xW:QN

'? ~Nkw;"l'I.:1:: -'- a·

'eat(to)'

, egg'
w. Y \ v's ox eta , eight'

/?l/ , eye'

/?tiN/

/?c{/
/buzi/

'fall(to)'

?~'c:{ , far'
\ 'bu'z:i , fat'

/mvlk/
s I/t la/

'm~wk , feather'
s' ,-t 4:'l:a , few'
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""/sebN/

/leg/
/?as1./

Y' /'s eB:iN , fight( to) ,

, fire'

" Y:, ?as "i , fish'
, vl"

/?allJ:c a/

/f;Emili/

/?cib{b{/

, ?' Nkw /r ar a , five'

'flow(to)'

, f'Lowe e'

./

/1 ku/

\ '\ y ....
c3::'gag i

, 1\ kW v3:: U
•

, fog'

, foot'
, S //set a/

/t:r<:( g{/
.-

/~T~/

/?yN/

, Y>'dz?sea , four'
\.. " ...

't:i:rq3:gi
o

'freeze(n)'

, wc{x , full'
, .-

'?iy:i:N 'give( to)'
/

/slli{ut/

/k{/

siN'kwu't

'kY[
, good'

'grass'

/?arngW~di/

/tSitSil/

/tcff/
/Ni/
/? 11k Waxl'i /

/g~w/
, ,

/yzuktl/

\ \ w· ..•
?ar:i:Ng a'd:i

'tSitSfYi

't~f

'green'

'hair'

'hand'
_/
nl 'he'

, w > \
'?:i:Nk aX3:N 'hear(to)'

. \

'sew ,heart'
" w-· '/y:i:z uk't:l 'heavy'

/'?nda/

/?m{N/
/Narl/

\ ~
?:i:n'd:a

'?~mYiN

'here'

'hold( to)'

'head'
\

/tasN/

/j6nji/

, ..-'tasiN
'jenji

'hi t( to)'

'horn'
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... //vmta/ "-. ~"wa't:a 'how'
\. .I/kaCl/

/li.JS/
/?an/

'k~cf 'hunt'

'lYix 'hundred'

'?~n 'I'
" '•./?ara/

!Jx.;'.:J!e//

, \

'tara ,husband'
\ , Y /

'?ixar e 'ice(snow)'
/

/lnlFf/ 'ki:n.( to)'

/grb/ 'knee
-'- /'yak3::N
\ y/'hayk 1

, ?~wa'xYiN

'know( to)'

'lake'

, laugh( to) ,
,. e'/xats1/ , /dz"xa 1 , leaf'

, . \

/sengaragos/ 'leftside'

/rar/ '\ /'?3::rar , lege front) ,

, leg(back) ,

'lie(to)'

'live(to) ,

/sanb/

/gliN/
/zk"vN/

/dolet/

, samb

, g~lYiN

, 'kw ...·NZ3: 3:

'dolYet

Y\ y\ y' ,-
1 19 lS i'm-:1

'y:i':ntYi

'?akY{

'liver'

, long'

/ynti/

/?8Jci/
/me'nc/

/n~{/

/?ftrfa/

'louse'

'man'..
'many'

-, I"'?3:g:1 'meat( flesh)'

'?~rfa 'moon'
-, ,

'c3:wa ,mother'
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//kan/
'-/xnbi/

/sm/
/tSbab/

,bin

'x1mbYi
,mountain'

,mouth'

'sim , name'

\.

/dig/

tS~'B~B
dYi'g:'i

, narrow'

, near'
,/ I/gtlrgn~

W' 1\.'g urg~m 'neck'

/?sk~w{/

/x~r/
/san/

',. ". \.
'?~skawl 'new'

'\'xar , night'

'san 'nose'

'not'
'. \ "-

/\'lill~i/

/?mpl'a/

/la~~/

" , ."'
'wili~i , old'

" w'lax u
'one(indefinite)'

'one(numeral),
-/?n ..~ri/ 'play'

/ fS-usI'T/
w' .'

'g us~N I pul L(to)'

'push(to)'/l:hnldN/

/?ri/

/dml/
/lk{/

, rain'
, red'

\. /

l~'k:i I right(correct) ,

'rightside'

/bn/

/dad/
/sr/

/semed/
/psq/

'bfn , river'
,

, dad , road'
,

, s4:r , root'

, rope'
" .b~'S:~q I rotten'
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~/fecegN/
/c\'l'l/

'rub(to)'
'salt'

,. \ '/?agawl/ ,sand'
InN/
/cariN/
/barf

/z~r/
/laH~ta:;
/S8.]fl'if/

/k'antiN/
/7nj~kN/

:n~N
'c8:rYiN

'say(to)'
'scratch( to)'

'bar ,sea t

,seed'
'laNeta ,seven'

, (
fsax3:N ,sew( to)'

/? ~lllgarl/

" '"'kant~N
, '? ~n.jw{lk~N
?~Ng~rYi

'see(to)'
'sit(to)'
,skin'

/dQan/ '\ "'d3::Ban
sYi'l:~t
,tWokYes'iN
dYed':~N

'sky'
\ "/silet/ 'sharp'
'\ .•./tokesN/

/dede'N/
/jimi/
/s8na/
/2So'rel\T/

/sla/
/3,r{/

/tigi/
/lsl'8.s1/

,shoot( to) ,
'short'

,j~mYi
,sYen~'

,sing'
'sister'

, W / Y"N
X or' e~ 'sleep'

I small( f) I

'smell'
,smoke'

, , 'vl:i:sla's:l
~

,smoosh'
I r/muri/ w ' Y'/'m ur l 'snake'

," "/werem/ ,spear'
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\ \ \ 'spit(to)'/?ntfnN/ I? . nt:t-:fn:i:N.3:

. ...... \ \

'?~gW~lYel~N 'split(to)'/ /agulelN/, "

/s~m~kN/ Y" Y....A 'squeeze(to) ,'s em ek:i:N

/tiriN/ 'tY{rYiN ' stand( to)'

/b~\VC:/ 'bYew~ , star'

/mtnsN/ 'm:i:tlNs~N(?) , stick( to) ,

/lG3:rN/ tk~r~N ' stone'

/ktitl/ / Y~ \ 'straight'k:i:t l't:l
'" >,

/sawN/ 'saw:i:N 'suck(to)'

/?~~va/
' • cI?awa ' sun'

• '> /
I ?~N1~a?l/?nka-"'i/ 'swelling'

/oanbiN/ "bamb.ifi ' swim(to) ,

/crl/ 'c:i:rYi 'tail'

/tskc{j tS:i:' k'¥ ' ten'
"

/?an/
,/

'?an 'that'

/?s.nda'/ ?an'd:a:' 'there'

IN~~l/
,

"'Na~i 'they'

/bU.Z:L/ bvt : , .r 'thick'u Z:1

/? -,-s'/ :, S "'/
'thin'.nlJ v ?3:n't :u

I -, \ '?~sY~BfN ' think( to) ,/ ?asebN/

/?\ '/ . I' , this'.anl ?a'n:l

/gu2;a/ I gV/' / 'three'uxa
w- 'z3:gW{N ' throw( to ) ,/zg iN/

/?r-sewN/ 1 ?~nsYew~N 'tie(to)'

/tSaB/ ItSa'N 'tongue'
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f S
/zurt N/

w/ s/
IZ urt iN 'turn(to)'

\. \ '

/lanc;arNa/
\ \ Ii

'laNgarNa , twenty'

" //l8..L1"a/
, \ S

/~aLit N/
\ \/kunglN/

/?nk'ini/
.. s

/kut N /"

"\ v'
'laMa , two'

f" , '
I U " 'dZ1Nz,a..La :r , vomi t (to) ,

W \ ,i,

'k uNgiN
, wl, Y''?3:Nk in'i

'walk( to)'

'warm'
W / zv

'k ud iN 'wash(to) ,
I ,

/? a;£J./

/?no'~l/
, '

/so~en/

/?ndarma'/
'\ I/vmnl/

, W"
I ?ax u , water'

I .' 'i('?3:nO~l 'we'
'if.T " ,"',

s o'x:en , wet'
? r ", ./.3:ndarm:a 'what'

, v
wa'n:i 'when'

, ,

/wada/
" \/fUCl/

" ',I
wa'd:a 'when'

" "/?ayi/
/

/?san/

"fu'c:i
o

\. .' ~,

?a'y:i

?~'s:;n

'white'

, who'

, wide'

/qr:./

/nfas/

/mvllc/
S" ,/t eregN /

'qa , wife'
\. '/

'J.1:hfas 'wind'
'm~wk 'wing'

s,/ Y " \
't er eg:hN , wipe'

,~. ,
/xuna/

W', \.''].una
kanY{

, woman'

" .-'/kanl/
/?nsr{/

/?tS{/

, wood'

I ?:i:ns~rYt 'work'

'?~dZ{ 'worm'
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1;J

18.l~k a k
,.

et " "emka
-, I '\., / I
f 3::Jl:p;B.LCall

i ,\ \"
Larlac eLka

/ .', 'v?a:.:n<:acalka
/ -, /', v.:

lal'!a f'Ly a Lka
~ \ / \ \ .I'J~laketemka
, \ .\/yu fiyalka

.' '\ '''' : #menc~ka fiyalka
;I \.,menc axo

• / "' "', \ y '. ll:kka ;ikant~Na yL'lteka
711~ws d~ds s{riN~s k~l{m:

_ ,. •• J' ", \ '. \,/newa l~ka i'kantuna
- '" !'\ \ ','/3=Ngra zumi

\ '\ -.. ,,..\ / \. ..,.~?an ~nsast~N~s kalala
?' - /" . voan newa kantaya
_\ '/" -!- ',-nl naka Y3:nlJe
N~~l ayna yint{ln;;

\ . .
Na~i ca y intana

ca:z'~lr ta ta~J

'\ - ,~ .j' \ of •.••• , •• -Iii and a laNa gerkaJl
"? a'nc.B. ~nd8.'rkim4:g~Bla>

,five town s '
'one basket'
't',,'JO baskets'
'five baskets
'two goats'
'all towns'
'all my goats'

a lot of people'
a lot of goats'
a lot of water'

'some people'
'some people came to see you'
'Is there any other way to do ito
'a few people saw him'
'say it again'
'he ~id it again'
'I cannot do it'

'I haven't seen him'
'He is coming today'
'They came yesterday'
'They are coming tomorrow'
'come back tomorrow'
'Bring some water right now'
'He stayed there for two days'
'There was no food there~'
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'We are going here tomorrow.'
I /.... ~~?~n s:i::rnc:i:tkari 'This is a fine knifeo'

/ ~ "v,? in ~nda~'_'may
?:i:n~!h y~se~i

'1dhat is this?'
'This meat is tough'
I 'J~h8tis a fine knife'
'That is my knife'
,1t.lhatis that? '

r-;

?a~ s'~I'1k~tkari
?an y~;rl'l;a:"rya.2S

,,~ /" x ,?an 3:ndarmay
?B:n N:i:nvrede'l 'That house is bigot

,
?ay n3:!:"i'lly 'v,Ihosaid that?'

~ , .....
Iil tenefesema 'Is he breathing?'
? ,: l·~~· ."",'. \ " '- \ ..3:n Kanl soxenl biBralaki 'This wood is weto It won't burn'

thing. '
?~n N:hn d:i::0Tg~ll 'This house is bigot

,/" I i .~,?ay 3:n"G3::zu '],.Thois coming? I

~, -: ,', ,,':3:siNo jemert~.2Sa
na milleD glzo istix'~'

'She began to cryo'
'She cried for a long time'

" • ,./ \ '>-y~tala lC3::ra
n:l~Nl~aNa k!tra

'~y father is dead.'
'He died last year'
'The mo nkey tell to the groundo'

\ '.. .•. .. '.~ "

?ax a~,ada :i:t~1,,,axa'
nl ~tama t~fo dunt~wXa

'It fell in the water.'
'He fell and broke his armo'

, \ .Jjifiste k.i.na

j'ifisC8 kinja
,Don't be afraid. 0'1) ,

'Don't be afraid. (f)'
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nijifist~se:£a'

y~ts~sti ffig~w~s5~k~

'He was afraidQ'

'He and my brother tought; Q'
\ -, .-- .

berera Lak i 'I can't fly.'

'He Laughedv '

'He lay downo'

5{ f~na ~!3ex~da ke t emda z~k'axa ' He lived in the same tovlno'
... '. ~ "

N~!3kela ni zuk
\ "\'"

ema lIs he still living?'
, ,

Nalti
"

xaro waxo 'They sang all night 0 ,

-,,;' . ." ~.-' ~.'na, 3=nJlil{a sexa

nl g{ixa p'erk~s xur-axa"__ 0

'He sat down0 ,

nl , \.

terexa

'He slept for three d.ays , ,

'He spoke to the ch i.e f , ,

'He spoke loudlyo ,

'He spat on the ground'

'He stood upo
\ '. '

!'ii ~nzeN3:H3:da k~ma ter~~i' 'He stop-ped while wa.lk i.ngc '
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APPENDIX B

Phonemic Inventories of Awngi Made by FoR.
Palmer. RGHetzron and Habtamu Bekele.

(1959: 271)

Consonants

Plosive Fricative Affricate Nasal Semivowel Lateral Trill

Bilabial p,b
Labiodental f

Dental t,d
illve oIa.c s tS dZ,
Palatal ~ c, j

Velar k,g x

Labiovelar kW W w,g x

Uvular q

Labiouvolar wq

,Vowels

m w

n

N

N i'J

front Central
Close i

T1id e

Open a

1 r

y

Back
u

o
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RoHetzron (1969: 7-12)

g.2~n_s.()nants
.- _. -

Lab i aLs /b/
,

B
, b Velars /k/~-. '- ."

/p/ /g/
/m/ /N/
/f/ /gw/

Dentals /d/ /kw/
/s/ /Nw/
/z/ Uvolars /q/
/c/ /x/
/dz/ /qw/
/1/ /xw/
/r/

Palatals /§/ Semivowel /w/
/5/ /y/

/~/

Voiceless ~ffricate /c/

Vowels

i u

e o

a
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Habtamu Bekele (1975 EoCo)

Copsonants (p -_20)

'?h 16- C '?h-l6-C~~ '?'PC n '?Q-Q- cUI -1 S' '? 1'1:)J '?h1'Ph'I

hlQ. I n Q 1 1
m <f <fCD

h. T t h h(]J

ri-Clhr'th I H H

h. n n
£i: 11 ~ "Q

h. t
-r-
T

•
'?n .: 1 (JD I j

•
1'1:) ~ ()

I)/i .:
hLb)1inl13 (]J

Vowels (p - 35)

'?L r ,?(JD '1h'I '?11)

Tl £i: tc;' h. h h

(JD rJ h 1'1 c;' h. 71

'Ii 2ptCJ'
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APPENDIX C

(NoChomsky and MoHalle's (1968: 301-329) Definitionns

of Features)

Major Class features

Sonorant Nonsonorant (Obstruent)

Sonorants are sounds produced with a vocal tract cavity

configuration in wh i.ch spontaneous voicing is possible;

obstruents are produced with a cavity configuration that

makes spontaneous voicing impossibleo

Vocalic Non-Vocalic

Vocalic sounds are produced with an oral cavity in

which the most radical constriction does not exceed that

found in the high vowels i and u and with vocal cords

that are positioned so as to allow spontaneous voicing; in

prociucinS nonvocalic sounds one or both of these conditions

are Jot satisfiede

Consonantal Nonconsonantal

Consonantal sounds are produced with a radical obstruction

in th8 midsagital region of the vocal tract; nonconsonantal

sound s a:L'8produced without such an ob st r-uc ti.on,
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Cavity features

Coronal - Noncoronal

Coronal sounds are produced with the blade of the tongue
raised from its neutral position; noncoronal sounds are
produced with the blade of the tongue in the neutral positionw

Anterior Nonanterior

Anterior sounds are produced with an obstruction that
is located in front of the palatoalveolar region of the
mouth; nonanterior sounds are produced without such an
obstruction. The palato - alveolar region is that the
ordinary English § is producedo

Features -Relating to the body of the Tongue
High - Nonhigh

High sounds are produced by raising the body of the
tongue above the level that it occupies in the neutral
position; nonhigh sounds are produced without such a raising
of the ton gue bo dy ,

Low - Nonlow

Low sounds are produced by lowering the body 0 f the
tongue" Below the level th8t it;occupies in the neatural
position; nonlow sounds are produced without such a lowering
of the body of tne t.ongue ,
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Back - Nonback

Back sounds are p:coduced by retracting the body of
the tonr~le from the neut~al position; nonback sounds are
produced viithout such a retraction from the neutral
position •.

Rounded - Nonrounded

Round sounds are produced with a narrowing of the lip
orfice, nonrounded sounds are produced without such a
narrowing"

Secondary Apertures

Nasal - Nonnasal

Nasal sounds are produced with a lowered velum which
allows the air to escape through the nose; nonnasal sounds
are produced with a raised velum so that the air from the
lungs can escape only through the mou t.h ,

Lateral - Nonlateral

This feature is restricted to coronal consonantal
soundse Lateral sounds are produced by lowering the mid
section of the tongue at both sides or at only one side"
thereby allowing the air to flow out of the mouth in the
vicinity of the molar teeth; in nonlateral sounds no such
side passage is openo
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Manner of articulation features
Continuant - Noncorrt i nuarrt (Stop)

I-c:. -(;11_8 production of continuant sounds, the primary
construction in the vo weL tract is not narrowed to the
point 1J'l~-\er8 the air f'Low past the constriction is blocked;
in stops the air flow through the mouth is effectively
blockedo

Release Features: Instantaneous Release -
'7'

Delayed Re Leas:,

These features affect only sounds produced with closure
in the vocal tracto There are basically two ways in which
a closure in the vocal tract may be released, either
instantaneously as in the plosives or with a delay as in the
affricatcso During the delayed release, tucbulence is
generated in the vocal tract so that the elase phase of
affricates is accousically quite similar to the congnate
fricativeo The instantaneous release is normally accompanied
by much less or no turbulence 0

Source Features
Voicec..Nonvoiced (Voiceless)

In order for the vocal cords to vibrate, it is necessary
that air flow through themo If the air flow is of sufficient
magnitude, voicing will set in, provided only that the vocal
cords not be held as widely apart as they are in breathing
or in whisperingo
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Strident - Honstrio.ent

3trident sounds are marked acoustically by greater
noisiDess that their nonstrident counterpartso (When the
air stream passes over a surface, a certain amount of
turbulence will be generated depending upon the nature of
the surface~ the rate of flow, and the angle of incidence.
A rougher surface, a.faster rate of flow, and an angle of
incidence closer to ninety degrees will all contribute to
greater stricency.) Stridency is a feature restricted to
obstruent continuants and affricates. Plosives and
sonorants are nonstrident.
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