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ABSTRACT 

.; ..... meant amOU:1': 

c::'ass :ime spent on giving explanatio ns , to find out the 

kinds of explanations grade ten English language teacher s 

give (classified acco rding to type , time and reason) , and 

to see the disparity , if any between what the English 

teachers actually do and what they are expected to do . Six 

~xperi~nced grade ten English language teachers from six 

a:-e 

3eiect.ed . To ana~y5e tne video- ~ecorded les s ons , a t~ree-

iimensiona! class!fi cation of exolanation s and a checklist 

3vera~e spe~~ ~ C . O l per cent of the c:ass - t~me on givi~g 

expla~a~ion s . A total of 122 explanation instances have 

been ~cer.t~fied . The most frequent explanation types are 

:~:nE: , a~d chose used 

.:-easot;. . Teacher - initiated explanations also constitute a 
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