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ABSTRACT 

Dessie town is known Jor a long tim e Jor its des tination (II rural migrant s as it is 

important commercial and geographica l centre. Thi s s tudy ainl S at exploring 

factors for ru ral f emale migration, problems th E.·y face a/l.() t he i I' s u Ivival s trategies 

to Dess ie town. Th e study contributes to the unden;tUl/(}iIlY of th e cau ses that 

push f emale migrants to urban centre and problems they fa ce alld survival 

strategies at des tination. 

To acqU/ re the nccess(I ry information, a range of data gathering too!::; such as 

purposive sampling methods, interview and in· depth inte rview, obserua lion, focus 

group discussion and document re view had been u sed . 

Female migration to Dess ie town is mainly relateo. to to: onom ic, social, and 

cultural, factors that exis t in rural and urban settings. The surrounding r..iral area 

of Dessie town is highly populated and aJfected by ecologica l disC/ ~ t crs s uch (I S 

drought and irregular precipitation which results in p ove rty and famin e. Absence 

of owners hip of property, Family dis integration, intole rC/hl, ? culturalproctices s uch 

as divorce and s ocial isolation to divorced and late married Jemales, ea rly 

marriage, wife inherilunce, family d ecis ion to marriu(7es, anci nlrai gender 

inequality, caused dijJiculties the life of rural f emnles. Besidcs, better social 

facilities, job opportunity, and s ocial network, family p erception towards 

migration and proximity attract the rural f emale to the town. 

At the time of arrival Clnd the course of the ir s tay, f cmale migrants C' nCOlll1ter 

problems like unemployment and underemployme nt, urban poverty, lack of bas ic 

needs and social services, prejudice and dis crimina tion, phys ica l and sex'Ual 

exploitation, vulnerability to HIV/ AIDS and other trans mitted diseas es, Thu s, to 

cope up with s uch problems, they employ uarious s trategies: active surviva l 

strategies (partl:cipating in various jobs and job mobility, searching additional 

income), passive survival strategies (consuming low prices food, wearinq s econd 

hand clothes and sharing food and housing, w;ing alternative traditiona l 

medicines) and social network as a s urvival strateqies (rural linkage, sharing 

lives with male partner, seeking aid, voluntary associCltiulI LInd coopera tion). 
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1. 1 . Background 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

The social, ecohomic a nd technological changes h ave noti cea ble effec t on 

the social structure of the socie ty . The gra dua l s hift from subsistence 

k ind of economy to a more capita l economy ;\ l lcI th e improv mcnt of 

roads a ne! mea n s of communicati on has exace rll ~l( ed fa mi ly breakdown 

a nd community associa tion . Individua ls from rur Ll I a re s 'l; ll-ted moving 

towa rds urban centres for a lon g lim e. It i ~ ge ne ra lly be li eved that 

individu a ls m igra te from rural to urba n a reas for various reasons (Pete r 

a nd La rkin , 1989). 

Mi gration cou ld be re la ted to the econ omic, politica l, socia l, a nd r.u ltura l 

fac tors of the rura l a nd urba n contexts, which was a h igh - priority cHea 

for a nthropologists in the 1950s a nd 1960s. An t hropologists a lso noted 

tha t after 1960s , t h e preva lence of high ra te of ru ra l to urba n migration , 

parti cu la rly in Afri ca a nd La tin Am erica. Afte i' : c)f,Os, migraLion rese;Hch 

was a lso a hot topic a mong a nthropologicc:d n 'sea rchcrs wh ose ma in 

focus is the facto rs of migra tion a nd its con sequ('ll(:e (Horevitz, 2009). 

Early studies of African migra tion h ave noted the high proportion of men 

in the rura l-urban migra tion streams (10M, 2005). Ethiop ia is one of the 

countries in Africa with intern a l migra tion and popula tion distribution 

(Mberu, 2006; Goldstein et a i, 2000). According to Mberu (2006 ), the flow 

of rural-urban m igra tion in Ethiopia is high ly in creasing in recent times 

than any other time in history . This is h a ppening m a inly due to socio­

cultural, economic and demogra phic factors . 



""'"f 

In Ethiopi a, wh rc pe rma nent mi grat ion of WOIl1<'n ~e m s to b greate r 

than th a t of men , fe ma les a r mi gra tin g ind epe ncl e nllY ll )) wQ:-k , f~i rYl!ly, 

a nd m a rriage reasons (You sse f e t a I, 1979; Gold ste in tal, 2000). In the 

urban centres of the country , more th a n h a lf (50.7(10) of fe ma l 

popula tion a re mi gra nts. Despite th is fac t, h owever , lC's is kn own ;\bout 

fema le migrants th a n ma le migra nts s imply becau s th ey have often 

be n looked upon as a less prone to migrat ion . S pe ifi ca ll y, th e: p roblem s 

of fem a le migr a nts with gend r perspec tives ha v bee n overl ooked, 

wh ereas th e surviva l s tra tegy of female migra n ts a ft r enj oyin g th e urban 

life is pa ra mount s ignifi cant. Thi s was one of the ma jo r conce rn s of th e 

research er of this study, a nd form s the ma in r('a snl1 th a t necessita tes th e 

n eed for systematic investigation into th e factors th at co ntribute 1.0 th e 

problems 8nd surviva l strategies of rura l -urban rCllln lc miw;lI1t s. 

Dessie is a town in north -cen tra l Ethiopi a, located on th e Addis Ababa -

Tigray hi ghway in th e South Wollo Zone of th e Amha ra Region. The town 

h as bee n serving as th e capita l of Wollo taqlay giza t, a nd latte r Wollo kijle 

hagar, and the capita l of South Woll o Zon e. Tocl a.y, th e town is servin g as 

City Administra tive. Its geogra phical location a nd the socio-economi c 

importa n ce ma d e th e town a n outsta ndin g pl ace with furth er progress 

a nd expa nsion. In th e la st five years especia lly, the town has bee n 

growing fa st, a nd has become the destina tion of thou sand s of rura l 

migrants, Th e resea rch er h as observed tha t lTI a llY female mi gra nts face 

special challen ges wh en se ttling a t the town . Tclking into account th a t 

migra tion pa tterns a re dynam ic a nd cha n gin g in I-espon se to th e SOC IO­

economic a nd cu ltura l development of the sL lldy a rea, this study 

explored til e fac tor s th a t contribu te for th e in Cre lllC' 11 ( of fem a le migra tion 

to Dessie town, problems that female migrants fa ce, a nd th eir surviva l 

strategies to cope up with the urba n problems a nd to make a livin g in the 

target town . 
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1.2 Organization of the Thesis 

Th e th es is h as five cha pters. Th e fir st cha pter comprIses S I X sect.ions: 

introdu c tion, prob lem stateme nts, resea r d~ l,b.icctives, research 

method s, significa nce, limi tation, fi eldwork ex peri ence a nd ethical 

con s idera tion. Th e seco nd cha pter discusses I he rev iew o r re l<l led 

literature, the ba sic conce pts , re levanl th eori es rcl c tcd to nlra l-urhclll 

fema le migration and reviews literature on female migra t.ion in Ethiopia n , 

and discussed background of the study area. Ch ap ter three discussed 

profi le of fem a le migrants a nd the potential fac tors tha t a re claim ed to 

a ffec t fem a le mi grat ion a re a nalysed . Cha pter four holds de ta iled 

an a lysis of problems a nd surviva l mcch;lI1i s l11 s of fcIn ci le llli gl"( lrI ts in the 

study area. Fina lly, the las t ch a pter di scu sses practi cal impli ca1jon in 

the context of this study . Then , the cha pter concludes the major find ings 

of the study a nd presents the recommend a tion s. 

1. 3. Statement of the Problem 

Earlier research er s Mesfin (1 968), You s sef et a i, (. 979), Bjcrcn (1 9B5), 

Shegaw (1993) , Yi gezu (1 997) , Kebede (,2001), a nd a lso recen t 

researchc l·.s like R;lhwCl (2004), Fclckc (2006), Asc ha lcw (2006), Munira 

(2006), Woldie (2007), a nd others carri ed out a resea rch on migration in 

Ethiopia. But, earli e r studies discussed abou t past mi gration trend a nd 

are fa r to represent the recent socio-economic and political s Ituation of 

Ethiopia. Moreover , reason for mi gration is less ("( Jl1 sistent over time and 

across regions . 

Most of th e studies, however , focu sed m a inly on t.h e causes of migra tion 

such as over popula tion , limited resources and environmc.: r.. tal stress, 

and ma rri age facto rs (early ma rri age and div(.rcc ). They a lso discussed 

the pull factors such as prmjmity, perception of re lative ly be tte r job 

opportunity a nd availa bility of socia l services I: ks ( ' d u c:a~iCl n ,:lIld h ealth . 

, 
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Other gender specific socio-economic, a nd cu ltura l fac tors su ch as fa mily 

breakdown , economic d pend ncy, ma rrI age a nd re lat d fac tors 

(extended fa mi ly di s put , wife inheritan ce, other fo rm of ('m ly ma rri age 

Madego or Tibique, socia l di scrimination to divorced a nd la te ma rri ed 

fema les, rura l gender inequ a li ty a re causin g rura l-urban migra tion whi ch 

were not noted by oth rs . Th e urba n pu ll factors s uc h 2.S urba n 

attractio n , pee r a nd kin pressure, rura l fa mi ly's perce ption towa rd s 

fema le migra tion, socia l ne twork as a pu ll f: lc l()r a nd a s it mea ns to 

surviva l stra tegies to mi gra nts a re not we ll s tudi ed 

Rura l fema les s('('k s urvived opportl.ll1 iti es thrnll v,h mi gra ti on a nd 

different econom ic <l c tiv iti es in town . Thus , empiri ca l evid e nce on ge nder 

specifi c causes th a t d erive to migra te, th e problern th a t fema le migrants 

face at · the new d estina tion and surviva l strategies they adopt to s uit 

themselves with th e new environment remains limited . 

Moreover, locally, there is no adequ a te literature which a l 'a lyses 

problems and surviva l stra tegies of fema le migra n ts, who a re engaged in 

various jobs such as domestic servants, da ily labourer, s tree t vend or a nd 

commercial sex workers . Those studies, however, focus on spec ifi c 

issues , Thus, the study wa s condu cted to fi ll th e gap III th e 

anthropological inv('st igation on th e a bove issues. 

1. 4. Objective of the Study 

1. 4. 1. General Objective 

This re$earch a ims to explore the causes and cosquences of rural fema le 

migratioll to Dessi e town, th e problems a nd survival stra tegies of ura l 

femal e migrants in t he urba n cen tre. 



1. 4 . 2. Specific Objectives 

Th P ifi objectives of th e study a re 

• to identify th e fa tors th a t ca u ses of fe ma l migra ti on fr om rura l 

areHS to Dessic town. 

• to find out the prob le ms th a t fe ma le mi gn nt s Cll counte r while th ey 

a re working a nd livin g in th town. 

• to assess the surviva l strategies they often a dopt to s'L!stain th IT 

life to the new environment. 

• to explore their present view a bout urba ll life ' lncl th e ir future 

plans 

1. 5. Research Methods 

In this study, both prima ry a nd sc ondary d a ta coll ect ion met h uds h ;)vc 

been employed. Th e resea rcher a lso u sed botll qU cliil:tl ivc a n '~ l y sis 

methods . Thi s m ethod was mployed domin a ntly so as to ha ve a n in ­

depth understa nding a bout th e living condition ane! s urvival strategies of 

fema le migra nts. The qua ntitat ive method wa s n ls(J user! s imp ly to show 

some demogra phi c illforma tion. 

1. 5. 1. Selection of Research Site and Informants 

The subjects of th e study were fema le mi gra nt s who were livin g in two 

localities of Dessie town which tradition a lly n a med as ' .':;egno seI er' 

(kebele 01) a nd 'Robit sef e r' (kebele 09) . Th e: rea son why th ese two 

loca lities were se lected was that the major desti nation s of rura l to urban 

migrants are located in kebele 01 a nd 09 a nd th e magnitude of th e 

problem a nd its linkage with th e su rroundin g rur;) 1 m eas. As t h' Kebcle 

officials explain, the two kebeJe known with poor fem a le headed 

householders. 
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In add ition , the biggest ma rk t place s in the town a re locat a 111 th ese 

areas, that is, Segno Geba ya is locAted in kebe le 01 whi le Rohit Gebay8 

is found in Icebe le 09 . 'egno f er' i!S located in the !South pa rt of th e 

town wh ere as 'Robit sef er' is 10cCl Led in th e nor-th pa rl. Aro und th e two 

ma rket place s sma ll ba rs a nd I' staurants, broke r's o ffi ce s, house renters 

with leas t prices a re found th ere. These 10 al m a rket pl aces are a lso 

working p lace of stree t ve ndors a nd a n open spllCe given to cobbl e stone 

workers found ri ea'r to Segno a nd Robit ma rke t pl(.\ ce~. Th e popu lat iun 

size of ke bele 01 is es tima ted to be 12, 337 wh t'l'I' C1~ th e popula tion of 

kebele 09 is S, 438. 

To selec t th e ta l'l ~ct groups, l3roker 's WOI kl> l;IC<;, house renters, 

traditiona l beer h ouse na mely 'I.e lla be te ', ur 'un:ke bete', a nd th e 

surrounding resid en ces fr om each locality we re ~e l ec te d based on 

carefully set· cr iteri a with two fi eld assistan ce s. Th e n , 60 fema le migra nt 

informa nts , who involved in domestic servant , cI:lily la bour , s tree t 

vending a nd commercial sex workers were s lec ted . As fa r as the 

selection of subj ects wa s concern ed, purposive sn mp lin g tech nique was 

employed to select the informa nts of th e study. Th e reason why 

purposive sampling was employed was that where t he inform a nts /target 

groups/ ;:Ire ,wcli lab lc in th e resea rch ~ite. 

1. 5. 2 . Data Gathering Instruments 

The instruments 1.1~·;(~ d in this study we re: (I) (3l1ided In Le rview, (2) 

Interview and In -depth Interview, (3) Observa t i()n , (4) Focus Group 

Discussion , a nd (5) Document Review. Th e d e ta ils of th ese in s trum ents 

are described below. 
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1. 5 . 2. 1. Guided Interview 

Th resea rch er mp loy d a st ru tu red int rVlew with a ll sampl d 6 0 

mi gra nt fcm nles , 10 a qUlr ba ic so io-dem(Jgl" phic bac kground 

in luding age, edLl ation , ma ritaJ sta tu s, r ligion , pl;J ce of o l-igin , I ngL h 

of stay, a nd fa mily background. 

1. 5 . 2. 2. Interview and In-depth Interview 

Both interview a nd in -depth inte rview we re maj or prin c ipal method s of 

d a ta co llection implem n ted in this research in ord er to obta in more 

quaJita tive d a ta. Inform a tion was soli cited from fc ma l- mi grcln ts, La bour 

a nd Social Affa irs Workers, Women Affa irs Offi ce ,1I1d NGOs .. workin g on 

commercial sex ' worker, a nd concern ed offici a ls, (' Id rs who have rura l 

background , community-elders, midd le nwn , ,IS we ll ~ I S indi viclu ::t1 s from 

th e communiLy were interv i wed through Lh ese n'](' 1 hods. 

Out of 60 , fourteen fem a le mi gra nts were se lec ted for in -de pLh interview. 

These fem a le migra nts were composed of four fr om domestic se rva nts, 

four from co mmercia l sex workers, three from d a ily la bourers a nd three 

from CSWs were se lected . Th e se l ch on of mi gr[lIlt s was b ;l S (~d on th eir 

ability to express their life experien ce and their inLerest Lo di scu ss th 

situation of th eir lives, whi ch was id entifi ed during th e s tructu red 

interview . At the interview, migra nts responded to ope n-ended questions 

regarding on rura l background , fac tors for migration , problem s 

encountered in d a ily life experien ce, a nd surviva l s trategies, a nd future 

aspirations . Thi s was later transcribed a nd an cllyzl·d. The researcher has 

described individu rtl 's life experi ence or cases of fe ma le mi gra nts in 

detail. 
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An in -d pth inlerv i w wa Is on lu l ' u wi ll SIX p'rls: 1"1"0 III W 0 III n 

Affairs Bur u , from L b Affa ir ffi (2 ), 'h ildren a nd 

Wom n Prot t io n Po li ffi r (2 ) nd ffi r -w rk ing on fe m a l 

C Ws. In -d pth in t rvi ew w s Iso h Id w ith h 1- • Id rs (two wom n 

and on m cm) . Th s 1 lion r il n w re bas d on t h ru n t! backg( und , 

knowledg on th e rur onoml a nd so io-cu lt ural s itu a ti on. At lh e 

in t rvi w, th ese inform nt s r spond d to qu :--;t ion !-l co nce rning on th c 

economic, socio-cu ltu ra l rura l a nd urba n s t t in gs, fac to rs for rural 

fem a le mi gra tio n , p I'()bl em lh at fe m Ie mi gran ts 1"01 l' cI in I) c!-ls i a nd th e 

magnitud e of lh problem a nd h ow to a ll vi a tc SII 11 prohl ms, a nd th 

socia l n eLwork o f mi gra nt with the socie ty a nd r l;) te cl qu sL ions. 

1. 5. 2. 3. Observation 

Thi s m thod h elped th e research e r to g t pa rt ia lly dire t a nd pe r on81 

experie n c of wh at t he s itu tion was look like. For in stan c, she observed 

fem a le migrants who were e n gaged in various a ,tivitie in th ir workin g 

place as well as in th e ir livin g room ; lurth e rm or , s h e saw what the ir 

workin g a nd livin g condition looked. This W :: I S I h e procedure wh8 t thc 

researcher was actu a lly fo ll owed a nd spend m.uc h tim e with t hem . 

During t he obse rva ti on , the resea rc her h Ol d go t Llw o ppo rtll ilit y to sec d a il y 

activitie!-l of fe m a lc mi gra nts ; Lhi c ha nce g; \v(' he l em opportun ity to 

establish a good con tact with th e partic ipants . 

1. 5. 2. 4. Focus Group Discussion 

Primary d ata was collected through fo cus group li scl.l ss ion. Fe m a le 

migrants fr om different occupations were in vo lved in the discu ·s ions. 

The views' of th e mi gra nts provided in valuabie information about th e ir 

experie n ces, proble m e n counter , th ir fee lin gs, pe rc pt ions, be liefs, 



knowl dg nd ttitud. Thus, m re In d p th s l " ri ~s e nel les tim oni a ls 

was ex trn .te I from Ih s d is Lissie ns . 

Two groups were form ed with S t d welv fcm:lI es fr om ach job, wh o 

w re livin g a nd wo rkin g in th town for m or th a n n y r. F'GO a l . 

h eld spa r tely with comm ria l sex work rs, beC: lus t hey u su a lly h ve 

different life experie nce . Some of the femal s wh o took p8 rt III til e I-GO 

were .th o e wh o h ave b -n pr viously nro lled in a n in -de pt h inl rvi w 

about th ir p riva te xp ri n c . Th e s lection c ri te ri a w re based on ag ­

(youn g r a nd re lat iv ly old r) , jobs (type o f live lih od a livit i s th ey 

en gaged in), a nd t h e ir a bility to cxpres th m srlvcs. Th m:ljor a im s of 

F'GOs were to c ross-check a nd s upportth inf(lrn l;ILi o l1 g;} th ercd ~hroLi 1\1 

oth e r mdllO Is. It was a lso e mploy d fo r th e pll rpose f de monstra tin g, 

verifying, building on a nd a ddin g to th e res u lt s . 

Major di scu s ion guid lines with parti ipa nts in c lwJ..: th e g 'nc r-a l opini on 

a nd experience of a group of f ma le mi gra n ts, m a inly abou t reason fo r 

comin g to the town, common problems th ey f8 d while livin g a nd 

working in the town , su rviva l stra tegies a nd th e ir interac ti on a mon g 

th emselves ancl with the town community. Th e I'(' s ('clrc hc l' loo k th e role 

of moderator during the di scu ssion . 

1. 5. 2. 5. Document Review 

Published a nd unpublis h ed liLera lures on mi gr;11 ion In ge ne ra l a nd on 

female migra tion in pa rti cular a nd oth e r rela ted i~lsues on Lh e study a rea 

were thoroughly reviewed. These include rq ll )rLs, books, journals , 

census d ata a nd ot he r docum ented sources . 



1. 5. 3. Data Analysis 

Th d ta obtain d throu gh int rVl ew nd in -d pth inl rVI w,observal i n , 

fo u s gro up dis ussi n, 

a n Iyz d . I n this proc 

inf rm li n fr om i nl rvi ew 

nd do urn nl r vi w w -r' org,m iz d a nd 

s, r ading, lr nSI ;ripl iun a lld od in g of 

a nd FGD w r I rillwrily ' \IT I cI ouL. In 

some c S s, lh 

w re be li eved 

r sca r h er Iso us d dire l 11IClIc ~ of rrs ponc\ enl wh i h 

to be l a rl icu la le e ilh ' r i l1(~i\li( l llill or group li f 

exp ri enc s. Be id es, 

resear 'h er durin g th 

r m a rks as a r su it of ob ,' rv ' tl ion by th 

da ta 011 c tion wer orga niz'd nd in lud ed t 

enrich th dis Llss ion o f th e findin g , 

o ta gain ed in th- pro ess of interviews, r(~D :.;, 1 ,b sc rv;1I ion or from 

docum nt were a n a lyzed usin g qu a li tative data a na lys is pro lr S th ' (l 

involve brea kin g down of inform a tion intI ) cliffe r nt th m nd 

cat gories. In this proc s , the r searcher u ed orling whi ch is a cenlr ' I 

activity in qu a ntita Live da la a na lysi s a nd d es ription . 

1. 6. Significance of the Study 

This study wi ll provide useful inform81 ion t h8 t 1'; 111 he lp to solve th e 

problems of female mi gra nts, a nd sugges t possilJll: measures th a t ou ld 

contribute to control or a t least to minimize th e pro blems in accord a n e 

to the context of the study, 

This study h as importanc today because it di s \ Isrs t.h e soc io- culturaJ, 

economic, a nd d emogra phic fac tors th a t push fema le mi granls fr om th e 

ori gin a nd a lso the pull fac tor that a ttract to th e urb8.fl entre , It a lso 

indicates the problems a nd survival stra t.egy of fem a le migra n ts 

(domestic serva nt, street vendor , daily labou rer, a nd C W) in urban 

centers of th e study a r a , This could ~;e rve ci S ; 1 base fOl' governm r nl , 
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N !), ;tnc! othn s lor!) workin on Im l r( ! IIJ~ I Ir. : .I (· migrant's li ving 

standar I and pr vailin g pov rty redu Lion in llrb;tn nl r s f Elhiop i . 

Th t udy a lso h ;ls rei van c for a w id r ang ' of i . s Ie!) lhal n omp'ss 

mlgr lion , f m al migran L' li vin g condili on , su rviva l strat gy, and 

pr bl m s or ch all n ges . It furlh r h a a signifi cll fa!' p Ii Y mak r s 

and d evelopmenl p i nner s to du a tten t ion on pOI u l Cl t ion d istri bution 

and migration. Moreov 1' , t h ludy n onlri but a 10l on d v loping 

OCI w a r n ss about the lif si tu ation of f m;d migr nls in th' town , 

and reate I' a li sti c image on lh issu e. 

Finally, th e study se rve' as s· ondary sou rces of inform ~lL i n for olh('1' 

furth er study on fem al migrati( n and i ts ff'<: t nn th socio- ultura l ncl 

e anomie 8spe ts of mi gra nt ~. 

1. 7. Limitation of the Study 

The c('ntrul tca m of Lhi s study is problem!) :Illd SLll'viv; d stra tegics of 

rura l fem ale migran ls in urban enlre. Bul , ill <ldd ress in f?; th e subj c t , 

th e study h as i ts own limi tation . 

First, in th e study ar a, r search on migration isst.les on both female and 

m ale rural migr ants h as n ot been conducted . This study h as excluded 

m ale rural migrants due to lime con strai nls and limil :d resourc s. 

H owever , from primary observat ion in th e sludy Ill' ' a , the prob lem seems 

high ly m agnifi cent in fem ale migrant s th an 111:1 1 and th e populi1ti on 

number of f m ale m ore x ceed th an m ale in t he t 0"\'11. 

Second, in -d epth in terv iew and purpo!; lv samplin g were th e mam lools 

to gather data . The research ers obtained d ata m ainly from 30 k ey 

inform r-mts and 60 from rural female migrants from two Kebele. Ev n 
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though I r 

d at from th 

numb-rs f f m mi :rra nt · ·'xis t ' d in t h ' t wn , th 

f w sour S m y not b fu ll r pr sc' nl tiv 

1. 8 . Field Experience 

Th di t n c f the tw r s rc h s it . ]{ hele 01 an ll 0 is fiv kilom tr s 

that wa c h :llle n gin g 10 0 11 c t la lcl with s hor Ul ),C o r Irclllspo l'L Q ce ss. In 

ad ditio n , titl e to road nd n w buildin g on st r ' 1' 1 il)n :lS 'Ne ll m; th n w 

a dmini' trillion sy t m of th tow n ma k th e SL li ci diffi uJr. It 

beau , cliff r n t gov rnm n t a nd n n governm n l o ffi sha n d from 

th e ir previous ph S :lI1 d th ir ad mini sL r et tiv sys tc m s too. 

During fi Id ob e rva Li on , I saw 1 rge numb r of r tire I o lel I op l who 

t h Ip b Ii vin g as if s h e w s N O'.' work r 0 

tha t th r w re s m ' who r qu ted h r to r giste r Lh ' m wh ile h e was 

co llectin g (\ri ta. 

The a b sen ce of re leva nt docum nt on the issu m:lil e th e s tudy diffi cult . 

The researcher requesLed th e Zonal ocia l a nd L blJur AfT-lirs O r.i ,Lh e 

Zona l Works Cl nd Ur i :1I1 Deve lop me nt O ffi ce, the C('III)' ,," St;lti . h s Office 

of the La rge l town ill ord er Lo e t re lev;lIlt inr()J'I JI ~ lli(Jn ;liJo ut fe m a le 

mi gra nts . Unfortun ate ly, th ey ou ldn't do so to th e r:ln t'h 8 l Lh ey had no 

a n experience of r egiste rin g in -migran t population of th e town . As a 

resulL , iL was difficulL to find a ny do ume n t, which ('o nt8 in s the issues of 

in -migra nt popu lat io l1 , Even the k bcles' adm il1i s l 1', 11 ivc klVC n ot w(' ll 

organized recording system . Thus, it was difficult to estimate th nu mbe r 

of both fem a le a nd m a le immigra nts. 

Th e oth er xpe ri e n ce I e n counte r during the fi e ld wo rk was that som e o f 

the informants were 11 0t willing to provide in fo rm :ll iOIl. Th e re we re few 

informa nts who even refu sed to be in terv iewed du rin g the pre- testin g 

session. Afte r h aving a lon g di ussion w ith t h em ill ge n e ral a nd afte r 
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t lIin lh m lh lh inl rVI w s f r h purp s · f du a l n !n 

p ti 1..11 r m w r nV!n d nd d 0 I r vid in f rm tion. 

, 

How v r, II w 'r b re rd d rd r . Th r 

m wh o d !na nd d wh lh r Ih"r W(lS tin y in ,c, nti v fo r th e 

th Y r nd r d t t h in t rvi 'W. S m ' of Ll 
r 's\ a nd e nts , 

I in S'x w rk Wei" rcl I - l :1 1 I l a nswc I' 
p r i 1..11 rl y mi ra n ls wh n 
qu stion lhinkin g lh l s u h Li vili s m y l ~d< lo n g I' \ ours a nd wast · 

t h ir t im 

1 g t lh h an c to b a qu in t d with p rson wh w r working in 'In 

NOon issu s o n - rn d w ilh fe m a l y un g mi r.rn nl s. Wilh lh h II f 

, I w s a hl 10 m <"' t sonll' inf rm;lnl . wh WI" 
th work rs in lh, ' N 

n d in ('o mmcl 'l-ied sex work ;1nd r Id e I hO ll. ' I ' S in lh( ' res ~1r h s it s . 

ndu t th in -d -plh a n I 1- \); il t ' rv i w wilh Lh 
Th is help d to 

r ult, th r .. :nt" 1. r inl rvi w d s v n 

d offie th l lh dr p-in nLr ' co mm r iaJ s x w rk r ' . A 

fe m 1 s . S h e 1 a rn l fr om th 
wh r fe m a le sex w rk rs s p ncl p8rt of lh - day's time g tLin g som 

a nit Lion rV I e, info rm I edu 'alion a bOul I II V / J\lr ,"' ~ 1I\( 1 rc productivc 

h a ltho Aft r the m rnin g h a llh c1u calio n , h ow v 1' , Lh femal sex 

work r leave the centre, nd th y go to r und the b a r s a nd th e ni ghl 

club of th e town in ord er to g n e ra te in om Lh l h Ip the m m a ke rl 

livin g. 

1. 9. Ethical Consideration 

The n 'Sl 'C) r h e r co n s ide red Lh Lhical va lu ct-l o f t ill; fc n1l1 1i' mirzra nls who 

were subj ect to th study. Th sethi a l is u es in c lud e info rm d on se nL , 

confidentiality a nd privacy. Orall , info rm d CO l S n t was giv n pnm' 

impol La n ce in this study. Hen ce, the research process began by askin g 

wish( 'd lo pa rti c ipate in th 
f m a le migra nls lo wh a t xt n t t il 

res a rch. Th n , pri or to th 
ondu t o f in t ' l' i ·w , a ll th e I' spondcnts 
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w r pr vid d w i h inf rm ti n b ut h bj t iv ' f lh u d , in a w 

th y uld und r l [ ln . M r ov r , II m in sl :1 n ("I ', rem s w r to ld Lo 

b fr Il1 xpr sin g th m s Iv as lh inf rnl ' lll () n Lh y prov id w ould 

b k pt nfid nti I , f r lh ir n 8m w o tid 11 0 1 \) ' m nliol d in l ad 

p s ud -n m s h S II. d nd lh y would n( l f:1( ' ; III Y I<inc! (I f I rob l m s ' s 

r sull or h -ing I ' \1 Ii :iP 'll1t S in th e sl LI I)'. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITRATURE REVIEW 

2. 1. Basic Concepts of Migration 

Human s i ty h as b - n li ving in d iff rent p r s of th world for m ny 

centuries. These area h arn t riz d by vanou' sO' i I, nom l , 

poli tical, and geogr:_IJ) hical ituat. i ns w hi h ck t rmin I c() p l " w ys of 

life. An arca m ay nol qually suit h m m b 'I' 01 1\ ~i v 1 !::o ' i l y. Pcop l ' 

pI' fer om ar as to li v in. Th at is why L d c. y wc h :lv ' fou nd throu gh 

out th world differc:nt p opl who moveo nno sl :lrkcl livin g oUl si I of 

th eir n a t ivl' P opl e. culture and 'I1v ironrll 'l1l for ~H'Vl'1': i1 lllllt' S. T!l 'rdor' , 

a te hni a l term for this ond it ion is ~.a i d t Iw liligntion (P l r . nd 

Larkin, 1989). 

Th word 'migra tion ' has diff rent m eaning wh 11 'migra tion ' I' f rred as 

'the movement of p ople' b ca u s it can b' u s d , IS :111 types o f 

population movemen t (Bj r n , 1985). Thi s rna in 'Iud' su h as 

movement of politi al and nvironmental refug es, seasonal and labour 

migrants, economic migrants and so on (10M, 2005). Thereforc, 

Migration is dcfin eo as on or mol' famil y m mhC'rs le:we Ih r esiden t 

households for · one or more r asons and vary in g du r alio l1 or time (Ellis , 

2000). It can be a l so d efin ed s:::t perman enl Ch i lll gC or residence for a 

substantial duration (Bj eren , ] 85; Lee, 1966 in Il('c\ rclza, 19<) 1: 305). 

The reasons of migration m ay differ from plae ' to p lace, from time to 

time , even person to person as people are li vin g in vari ou s social, 

politica l , C'conomic and geographical contexts, th eir l' ason s for migration 

can be either for one of these fa tors or comhin Cllior, of th e-m . Thus , from 
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th onl 'x t o f lhi , slud , i t i s P , ib l d s ril (' m igr lion I a m an 

for surviv81 strategy f hum n ' In 

Mi gr ti n ould b In th form f inL r - ontin cn l l il (I)('Lwe n on t in enls), 

inlra- onlin nl :d (hclwc counlries In :1 1',1\1\ ' \1 ('(1111111 'nl), cll1e1 

int rr gion a l (wi thin ountri ). Migr' Lion w itllil1;t Ju nlry in v Iv s 

Rural-Rural , Rural -UrI an , Urb n -Urb n , nd Url)'l n -Rur 1 (Tod ro and 

Smith , . 2003). The type of m igr tion omm n in Ell ; p i i s rural L 

urban (Yi JCzu , 1997; Mb ru , 2006). 

2 . 2. Theories and Models of Migration 

Earlier tudie Ulider t im t d wom n 's 

mi gr a tion Lheory sin e migranl w m n nd hi ldr n 

att ch d Lo m en (J oy t, 2004) . Curl' nl ly, howev l:r , III 

female migrati on h a incr as d with the f mini zi i t ion 

nom i r I In 

we I' n sid r d 

phcn m non of 

f labour in bOLh 

the dom eslic and broad ' r labour m ar1< ' l. Th ' 111 ('() reli('; t\ fr (1 111 work or 
thi s sludy lakes inl o a oun l th e follow in g Ih ('lIril 's ,1Ilel nlodcl w lti h 

are considered to l> . much r lat d w ith t.h study topi c. 

2.2. 1. Push and Pull Factors Approach/Conventional 

Migration Theory 

Harris and Tod aro (1 970 in Ped raza, 199 1: 2~ )) m ocie l uncierlines spe ifi c 

economic m otives for migr ation , with ou l su ggc ' l ing the pos ib ilily of 

specific r eason for independen t fem ale migmli on. However , w i th the 

incr em en t of fem ale migr ation in developing C(luntri s, som e scholars 

question th e impor tance of conv n t ion al mi g\'81 il In I h eory. Thad8ni and 

Todaro (1 979 in Ku sago, 2000: 3) wer arnonl', th e fir st to dis u ss a 

conceptual fram ework of fem ale ru r al -urbc1n Illigra lion . Th e directly 

addres s t.h e i ssue d why wom n migr ~\LC , ass 1'1 ill I 111 t " 111<' mi gr8lion of 
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w m n , l ik tha t fm n , is ind d lik 

opp rt u 11 i 1 i 'S ,:111 d wa diff I' n ti Is, a 

nd urban ar a ar o f 

f m mparcd t m I ml r ali on , IS 

rea on f I' migra tion. 0 io- ultur I 

con straint on th mi gra tion of wom n ." 

I l b j \) I n -I t c1 ; m pi m n l 

tu tw - n ru r 

It. A Ii : tln gui .. hill g f 'a tul 'C f 

lh Iml n a il or m ar r i 

I u li n D 1 0 m y I n ff l iv 

A o~din g l y, lh ~y f lrgu e lh l fc m~ll migrcllion I ~ : 1 r su it or in l I' clions 

b lween individual e 'onomi , so io- u l lural , ncl cnvir nmcnla l fa tors, 

su ch a s hous hold onomi pow 1' , h Isc ituld soc irll lru luI' , 

urI an/rllrrll diffr.rcn ti al in in com e :-I nri (mplo'y me 'llt Ilpportl lnities, soc io­

ulturCl I n or ms or u ' l om s I' g' r lin g f m ell c li fe 's ty le (for exam pi , 

approprint e agc for m an-iag ), nd dl.! ti ol . 

In additi o ll , Bchrrnlln nd Wolf (1 4 in I(u sngo, . 000 : i l) PI' s nt ' I 

mi r o study of inlern a l fem Ie m l r t ion . Th ey Ili ghli l' ht yo ung r mal 

migra te not just for economi g in but th arc li k I to onsid I' ' ~ wid 

r an g of fac tors, su h as work aspiralion s, co nsumplion pallern s in 

urban areas, enhanc m ent of lheir skill s and kn ow led g and care r 

d evelopment. 

To some extent, th e pu ll and pu sh factors appro:wh to finc! th e cau se o f 

rural to urban migr ation a combinati on of ncol'\ :lssi ,:11 and Todaro's 

approacll cs. Lee (1 966 In Pedr8za, 199 1: J () '/ ) f, ':IITH'd o,-igin an d 

destination fac tor su ch as job oppor tuni y ca ll p u ll / pu sh potential 

migrants posi tively or n egatively . In lurn lIli s t ake into ac ount 

intervening obstacles such as transportalion cost :-I ne! di tance. 

Th e 'pu sh ' fac tors ,Ire pressur _s whi h pu sh il1t1 iv ,dll:1i s or feltnili cs 0 

leave th e rural home land. Th s fa tor s could in lude: 1m crop y i Id, 

land shortage, poor mploym nt prospec ts, politi al onOicts, famin e and 
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pov rty ( ' m ' I h n I Z n n r , 1 r v s 'u <I ( ; r< v s, 1)74 ; 

19 5). WiLh Lh bs Il of job OPI or luniL il Ll . I ()\V Il S, h e I" II" I pori ' 

for d to m ove in the urb n enl r ' f r wog ' mp io\ I1l1'III in lh !' inform al 

conomi S(T lors (!\ckpoju, I Y , ). 

Th 'pu ll ' fa Lor , for exampl hi h wag:', mploy nl nt pportuniti ' s, 

wid e ra ng( ~ of am niti es - v ilab ili ty f du ti n and h Ith rVI 

tc . ar e a ttra t I'h e I"ural P Oll Lown rd s urb. n 1'(' I1 I.(' r s (A ch 8ry 8nd 

C rv nt -s, 200 ; , ti h t r , ] 85). Proximity fill ' urb ,- n and rural 

ttin g i o th er pul l f ctor to tion (Tel rid Smith , ,003). Th ey 

argu e that di stan e (r m th n r st In rg town h 8s f;l ili Ul l I h pro ('ss 

of migra tion which m an th n r 'r th rur I h Olll e h ' IS th e hi her th 

intera t ion . 

In addition, urren t sludi on migl"8t i n ( ss ' 1l11C'( ' 1 1 I(l li z ' mi gr r Li n 

as all-rounded phenomenon th at invo lv s mud 111111'I ' Ih , 111 in om ~lI1d 

employm 'nt (Bett.in;l, 2006). As Ni Laoirc (I 9 ) c il (' <1 il1 Ik tLin a, 2006: 

157) h as mentioned thr e maj or d is O1Jn:es of f IIWIt- mi gmliol : " FirsL, 

migr ation taken a a m easu rem n t for tran sform; 11 iOIl 'md li bera ti on , iL 

facilita ted hy the oppositi on of dom in ant so in l norm s and con strain ts ; 

Second , migration as an ac t of res istan ac c l rn l<'d hy 1 he des ire to 

run off an intolerant societal climate and subor d in a te pos ition; Third , 

migr ation as an act of travellin g, induced by th e sc;) r ch fOI- progress CI ne! 

m oderni zation. " 

Little (1 965) and Stichter (1 85) put Lh lr: l<i ili on Cl I norm ,:me! 

r es tric tions in rura l ar ea as a m ain reason for th ( ~ ir m ol ilily to urb8n 

areas. They r eported this as th e case for many f\fri ( CI n \0\ omen , espe ially 

crisis of family sta I us such as divor c, dcserl io n , w id owh ood , and 

unhappy marri age s. !\s h anl (I 06 in Lilli e, 1 h ~ , : , \'.2 ), J'( 'v(' ; r1 s th facl 

th at Afri an women ar e often ntitled Lo land in Ill eir OW I1 ri ghl m eans 
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th t 

sp 

In c ntives 

il ly IV n 

I' r ml r li I m 

th l lh U I II 

urban I' b ur m rk l. 

not 1 ' p; II' t il :L11 ' u'l 

h V' I S IP l' lUl it 

p r noun d, 

h n m ' n In 

F mml t wr i t 1' , h V n t d lh gr I' P 1 nti I 1'0 1' wo rn n l rin I 

a l t rn livc, I ss p lri I' hal w ':tyS or li vin in uri III COl x ls, This is ,liso 

n sp l or g ntriri at ion 'lh ily orfe r w mCII m arl I' all , lh 

city n orm ali z th e I' ir aspe ts I' Ii I' ' (Wi\, OIl , I () ) 1 In c iJorah, 2003: 

33), As Wrighl (1 9 <) 5) d s ribes in d ve lopil g (1 llnl ri('s , !'I ' IlI ;1Ics mi grate 

and mi)4r<ll'd il de l ) 'nd ' nLly S ' IS lo fl ' m ;de dOInill'diol1 ;In I '01 lr I 

rura l g('nd I' in equalili s, In rural , w I I<'n he 'omc' cx pl ilcc\ in 

rrming s w ell a p tri hoI s, r tt s (1 4) h 1'0 

xpl airwd fem;1lc migr li n p I' sum b ly h S SO III ' 11 in g l o d wilh lh 

nOlab ly different hi slory or Ian I l 'nU IT il ~ ll1i l l ,i l c'orn p;II '(' 1 wilh 1110st 

of ub-Saharan countri ,M ny h lar s' n g nd( I' I aJy , i "' h w lh l 

WOI11 ' n ra v8 riou s prob l I11 S in ;:lgr i ll lurc , c,' p . i;dIy in CJLwlili cs 

ac ess to and contro l over import' nl resour ' ':-) , 

2. 2. 2. World-Systems Approach 

According lo the world - y, t I11S approa h 10 Int rn a liol1 :l1 migrati n , 

since th e sixt enth century th ere h as been 8 ) ~ I (l i li d divi sion of tat sand 

r egion::; into :' 1 COIC (wh ere is ;tbundllnl (,; lpit ; Ii) ; , I IWripl1('ry (wlH'rc is 

abund<.U1t labour, raw m aterial , and eon sum r 1l1 ;lrkel s) (Breltell ,2003), 

Migralion , according to th i approa h , is th in cv i t bl e r esult of th e 

problems that are cr eated by unequal dey lopm nt betw en centre and 

periphery. Althou gh this m ay not be immed ial cI ... ppar n t, the world ­

systems approach to intern al mi gr ation i apnropri aL bccClus as 8. s ml 

p riph er al region is divid d geographicall a lon g s cioeconomic l' n , the 

rural areas being considerably poorer th an Ih urban c ntr s. As su h , 

migration wi ll con linu to tak pIa from rur I l urban (1 lon g as lher 

I C) 
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r m am an un cqu I d istribution of w 'A l th , r (' ,' Ill l'(' ,', A lld (,lnp lo m nl 

pportuniti's l l'lw(" ' 11 Lh ' r giOIl S. ' ~ l it ' l l1 ' [';1\ t L1 1: l l 

n a lysi ' 'mph 'lsiz . 

th I rge scm i -p riph 

surround in g 

d iv i I n a sim il ar :: II ' LI t lIr ex ists within 

I II(' .· tud n lh 

w h r th fr m. 

Th r for , as in Lh of Lh oLh r m j r LI J('or i('s of i 11 I ern t ional 

mi gration , th world sy t m pp l i( 'i1!JI ' Lilli ' rn a l rur 1-

urb n . migraLion in CO l L xL of Lh ' stu I a r ct. 

2.2. 3 . Neoclassical Economic Approach 

Th n eo las ' ical on om i ppr h Lo il1tern;l 1 i( 11 11 1 I1li g ~ " " inn bClS(' J 

on th pr mise th at in lividu aJ wi ll migr t in 0 1' ler t InlJ 1'Ov th ir 

standard of l iv in g (Cas tle nd Mi ll r, 200 ). l'hi . Ilppr i l h rc ' 0 n1 6C.' 

th im bCl I:ll1 cc: be tw( 'c n th e supp ly ~111c1 ci ('m:l lici ,d' l: iI)()l lr :111 I apit , ti 

su ch th a L there is a n abundan ' of I bour in ril 'VI' lupi ll g ()r m l ," '1.nt 

S nding countries, w hile ap i ta l i s mor r ad ily ~ l v: lil : d) l (' in lev lop d r 

migrant receivin g countri s. Ac ordin g to thi t h ory, migration wi ll 

con linue itS lon g as thi s imbalan e x i t s (T d,lro : Incl ,mith , 003). As a 

r esult , the migr ant fl ow m oves from the lab u r -: il l uncl ant :J rcus to th e 

capital -abundant areas, despiLe (h e obsta ' 1 s or d i lTi ItlL:cs. 

Th e n eoclassical eco'n omics m odel of migration 0 Iill 'crl a il1l be used as 

an explan a tory tool for domesti migration from rura l to urban areas as 

the former re prc~en ts an area th at is bund8Jlt in I: Ji)()ur , whil e Lh e bLlc r 

boasts compar ative ly b tter employm en t an d Ilvn il c bility :)f !~scu~' s : 

Thus, this th eo ry could also be app li ed to in te r n 'l l l u ra l-url)an migrat ion 

in th cont exts in \vhi ch th e uncqunl ciislriiJLltirll1 Ill' \ ('il l lll , servi ce'S 

sectors a lld j ob oppurtu n iti es are geographica ll h: IS( 'c1 , as in the tud 

ar ea case. Howeve r , the Neo-clas ic economi ls approa h i s rit icized a 
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tudy in ml r li on on n d ir l i n I. indi vi lu : I ( I ~ I VC h Ir h m 

for pur ly n omic r n l h r non - n m I f: I ' 1 I" S I 0 1 s t id i 

2.2.4. The Migration Systems Theory /Soda) Ne twork Theory 
' .. 

R c nt li t r lur on ml gr ti on In pIn g III il l' ics h:u; cmph sis 

th import :.. n o f so jal n (works in f8 ilit.8til I~ nl 'l'rn ti on , Th is b om -s 

an othe r import:lI1t. ,'xp la natory f"ra mcwo l"l< fo r n il',!": ILi on bch <. l v iour th t 

In orpoml l o th indi vidual m Liv " in ' LiLlili )Il S nn th e slru lural 

fa tor In w hich th mi ranl ) . [,h ~ u s o f 

n etwork theory h elps lund rs l nd lh I" I o f agl 'n 'Y 'I n I ~ISp l s o f lh ' 

so ia l on l i t ion gl'n 'y, durin t il mil2.J":lIi on JlII) (' I 'S~. It : Il. '() h ell S La 

ver om som e of th w kn ess s f o th r i I l " o l-i('s )f m igr ti on , f r 

in tan e 0 iaJ n twork th ry ov r om th ILi rdi sm l)' tw n g n 

and stru ture implic it wilhin this fram 'work, I y :Icioplin g ' j G idd nSlan 

structuration perspc tiv s n th w y in wh i h t h e rou t o f 

migr ation r n ego ti a ted by migran ts (P IrvaU, 1 qr ,CJ ). It ' ll so I' a li z eI, its 

in terr la tion with gender h ave h rd ly b n rid n : ' S d and ee h ow 

w om en ac ess and m obi l iz soc ia l n twork duri nl2. till' mi gr :J li on p ro ess . 

Networks link mi g l":,nL s w ith fon11c r mi grclnls <' 11 1< 1 11 (,n lrIi l'Y:lllt s in o J"! )2; ln 

and destin a tion areas through sets o f interp rso l1'1 1 ti es o f k in ship and 

friendship. Social n etwork focu ses on aU mp t in g Lo a cc ss n ecessa ry 

r esource s from famili s, rela t ives , fri en d ancl l2.0vernm nt or n on 

governm enl agen cies and community ba, eel 0 1" <'lII i..-:u li()11 (. Ioyd, 2004). 

According to n etwork th ory, thi s ti s m ere :..\. ' th possibility of 

migr ation by demising costs and risk and inc r t': lsin th e expected n t 

returns to m igr a tion (Gordon and J ong, 200' ). In lh eory, n etwo rk 

incr ease th e probability o f mi gration, whi ch In turn expands lh e 

n etworks. Cace s et a l (1 85), 8 8n rj e (1 £1), ;I nc! Pes, ' in o (1 99 1) on 
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t uciit's : I SS rl<'rl 11l'1l interl '11 nil r; 1I 111'1 IVll r i< sprc<1c1 oul 

tion ab ulj bs in d lil n (' o II' g migration du 

inform ti on (in rd n nd J n , 20 : ), 

n I works h 8v I so b n s rv d " C' )I 'pl 1< I Is In 

r tandin migr ti on pro 

at d to aeh oth r 

'ltion h ay 

m akin g migra lion 

o 'SpiL ' isoi'tlc 'd : 114 ' I I s, I cop l ' ~ Ir 

th rou gh n Lw(!1 s, , 1I 'h L P f 

ff t n III I r l i 0 I : fi I' 'L, as m n li n d 

ri, ky for indi vi 111 :l ls 1)1' Ir ulaling 

information a m on g pot ntial migrcmLs n I : c' (' (mel , inn len ing 

ubs qu nl migrants, Thi ou l l I cxpl8in I II1IOlI ' 11 lil e relel th .il 

kin ship n<'lworks a ll ow m igr nls s nd I' milUIl 1'(' , h( 111<.' , I j .{ In !!, 

migr tion a via ble household sl raL gy for diver ~ i(yilll', c'('() no lni (' I'i , k. 

Th e M arxism . pol it i a l appr a h ane! sLru 'I ur ti on ;lppm:1c l l I h rI S, a 

or r enl fram ework , h v Iso t i I L mph ' l :' iz(' th' ro le of b Ih 

I and local fa tor alon with ml r level 'me! m so lev I 

conditions ror m ivratioll m ov m enl. Thes in Iud ', i1 0 11 ~ I 1<1 strM ICS 

approach th a t focu s 011 th r ol o f f: lmi l ics ~lS w ' II il S 1',( ' 11< 11'1' : lIld soci, t! 

n et-works approach , whi h fo uses on how mi r81 ion is f~ i('ilit ':lt d by 

family, kinship , and ommunity n ntwo rk (d e Haan , 2000). 

2. 4. Problems and Survival Strategies of Migrants in the 

Destination 

2 . 4. 1. Problems 

It is worth not in g th:ll migrat ion towar b 'i t ics 11 : 1. . 1T ': lIl'C! immense 

problems on migr ants. Th probl ms th a t fem al . mi j.!, i'cclll I s f8ce both th e 

routes they trave l through as well a th e lif th ex]) -ri n e at th Ir 

destination are the h ard t of all kind of lif . In . om ases, fem 

migr ant 's life in the citi s i harsh r. Some of th III I I)SC' Il1e rLll'a l : oeial 



n twork w h n Lh y L i Li 1' 111 11 111 g h r I I' I S ' i 'l l 

I ' S, 
V I b iliLy , Th Y li v In p I' how ; s w iLh Ii LLl ' 

Th Y wo rk for low w w r k. in '(In ti II io n , T ll ' ir o f 

m onthly nd l o n j~ , 20 ). 

UN (2004) report 'I V S w m en m ignn l <.; ~ I r (' Vlil IWI ; li ) \C In I ' pr iv;l!iO I , 

h ard ship li scrimill :II ion ' )11 I <IlJ I S ' , (j' l l' 1 ,111 \ , f(' ln:ll " l'u ral -u l'lYln 

mi grant ~; n ou n t r V r i u PI' b l m , III I h i ' lesl i al in , u h s 

unemploym n l and und r m p l y m n L, u rb ' ln po r ty , I ~ 1< f , 0 

services (cdu 'a li n , h Ilh , nd h I in), sC'xu al h nL nd 

inf t d wilh s xu .dly l n nsmi U('c\ li s :ISC lil« ' III V / AII)S I lI' sici S Inon ll 

d t rio ra tion (8 j er n , 1 ). 

D iff r nt studi sh w Lh L mi nLion IS lin k ecl w it II tl1 n go t iv ' 

ou tcom , Migr an ts , h ow v r , lr l rn ax lmlz t1w il' h a nel'S f r su rviv'II 

by diversify in g sour s of in 'oml' ' n I :;p r '; lclil lJ', (J Ilt ri sk s (Lloyd (' I <1 1, 

2005). On th oth er h nd , r s a l' h r a r cll :-;o i ll t'l'c(1 sill ).!;1 poin lin ).!; to 

th vulner abili ty of' migran Ls Lo "I Iv r c li v in J l'rl i id iti on . i ll Lhei r u r b8n 

dest ina tion:-; , be ,llI se u rb n li vin g i s ,,; h ;,Jr ~ l l L( ' II I,(' d \) , (,; lrc i ty of j ob 

opporluni ty, povel l y , cnm , ri 'ky rCJ rod u cl iVi' I lc il :lv io r , cI vasl aLin g 

en vironmental condition s and poor h alth oulc III C , (M b ru , 2006). 

In addit ion , w om en nd youn g I opl h ve I s tI 
ss 0 (' du cati n ;l nd 

j ob skill s, w ith a high p roportion b ini : engaged ill 10ln c:-, t ic or s('J'v ic 

work s (M b ru , 2006), As on sequ n , wom n o f'I ('n represent th bu lk o f 

the informal sector lab r su pply, wo rk ing for I w wag S H I un sLabl ' j ol . 

wi th n o employ e or 0 iaJ s u r i ty ben efi ts (To Im o and Sl phen , 2003), 

Migr an t wom en wor k in g in unskill d and i n I'or m I w ork r esp ciall 

vuln er abl to wor k - r la ted IIlJu n ' . Mi gr n l \ n JJ WI1 ; \1'( ' pnrl i ' u lt1 rl . 

vuln er able to p sy h o 0 ial t r s s, such d iv rg n sels o f cu l tu ral 

2. 



Xp t li n s, m r in ' li z li n in lh h , 1)( 1 in lh e la l or m rk L, 

and th double burd n f fami l nd w rk (I M , 1 . ), ). 

Ro aly nd I fiqu (:2 03 in W delin l n , : , ) I () l ( c\ tl :1 1 mi gr Ii n 

for physic I work b w rk I' - Lhr u h ill -

heal th, mpl y rs ' m lpr li humi li li I ncl til ' r II indi niti 

involved In I' eivin s p rl r I p ror rk . 

Receiving p ym nt w s hug ur of I XI ty ror om e m l I' nls , 

particular ly wh ere they w I' p8icl '11 th nel ri ll (' ~I I ': I , '() n , : 111 (I no r 0 r I ;\1 

m h anisll1 x i ' l'd to n s lr lh aL mpl y rs wOLild ; 1 ,I u :\lly P:1Y II · 

2. 4. 2. Survival Strategies 

Migr anl female " 'urviv ' I In Lh e I sLin :lll oll V:lr I"r()m n 

th e other. Inclividu I mi gr nl in th d " in ti n I ri c I I m Clx imi ze Lh ir 

m com and minimize th II' on umpti n l o opc Ip LI 

Lokshin and Yemstov (2001 in Emb t , 200 : 2 ) Il nvc m ntion d thr 

known survival ::;tra l cgies to in whi ' h human I )(: in g ~l w in till' 'halhl 'es 

of life. 

Active Survival Strategies: Th is is n immedi o. t cn gag m cnt or on se l r 

in ac tiviti es so a s to ge t in om e. F m al mi grn nt :, Ilt Lhe new urban 

centres work any availab l j ob with out s - I ti on II ) il <lve in om . Th Y 

accept every job even b yond th eir physi al riLn S , ' .. 1 1 d .:: b iliLy (EmbcL, 

2008). 

A study In Middle East Asian I' v al ::; th aL om n Ic r (' ial sex work is a 

surviva l m ech anism for large s gm nts of f m al ' mi gran ts to su sta in 

th eir life (Lim, 1998). In Sub-Sah aran Afri a, migr an t wo rn n :1gage in t 

self-employed and inform al s ctor a t ivi t i s to m Xi llli z(' I heir ~ rnin g, in 

order to sc ure th ir lif ( wif and H m il L n , LOO I ). 1"0 1' ,,\'C sL fri 'an 



ountri ,th diffi u lli 

labour nd l h fon I I 

xp n n ' 

opportun iLi s In Lh un ki ll d 

m n III ('nL rin g inLo 'l g 

ut e d t, ) 1: tC' I< of W ;l " ("1rnin ) 

cup Li()J w ili h f( r c n d 

to b 1I1 V Iv d in v r m r gin ;i\ mpl) m n 

ct ivili s su h s i1li( ' i l b r m~lking , prosl" Ilioil ('II (I )M, I qt) . ) . . iLh 

(1 984) In hi s stud y ill cl1li ol1 · 1 lll el L ill Z illil); ll l I ', i'L- 111 <l k IniJr,"I L 

econ oml Liv i ti I' ly on th inf I'm I I i.' )fL I kn wn Lh ' 

m ny f th m r pr s nt Ilin k I- f d, ilel - li indin , ewd v n 

comm -]' ied sex \vorkrn; . 

Passive Survival Strategies: IS' ' n ili m II w hi ('1 il li vi I w i Lhini< to 

d mis p ymenl nd r elu 'L Lo I ' ' IV ii ' b l 

aiming to in r ur Mi n il! LO ur\)(l l ar m y 

b e expected to fa gr l diffi u l li s in j b nlr n '(' t h ; 11 ur i "II n tiv 's. 

Therefor, m ostly mi gr nLs L uri ~m nLr s ILi l l !' (; Lil II" 1-( ,'our s 111 

small quanti ty lhan th e n t iv r sid n L . M I l a 

m echanism of ch angin g IL rn aLiv 11- f IT d f() ()( ~ s willi ~h 

order to s; lfe th eir li ves (Joy t , 004) . 

Social Network as a Survival Strategy: As Sil1 gl'l'nl[ln (,OC), in , j o 'yC' I , 

2004:23). explain social n t -work parti ula r ly rcli s on wom n netw rk as 

the poli tica l life tim e of communiti ,allowin g indi viduals and gr ups to 

join tog th er w ilh oL ll er mcmb'rs oflh c ulmn llll1 ll y 10 ;ll' l iw incli vichlLd 

and collective goal s. 

A good fit between th e migr nl now a nd urban opporL Il1ili es IS al so 

dependent on t h e ad qua y o f mmunication b Lw en !'Llral and urban 

areas. Th e grea L r Ih c di sl an \) twe II Lh est ' I II (' :IS , th e 100
'- r this 

communica tion i s likely to b. h '=tin migrat ion , I I I" ne mi grant · a rc 

brought to the city on t h inili lion of rt'lali \ h ( C\ r nIl' " :lei lh I' , 

serves as on - adapliv' m e h ni:-,m for v ' \' on ill f!; I Iii !; prohl( Il l . 



Weisn r (1 72) in hi s tud In K n d ril 1I C [Jr " S Inv Ivin 

th e atta Ilmen t of ru m l h om st ad t urb n J b (l 1lc! th [Jm n t of 

a n tw ork of kin smen li vin It 1 ot h th ' n 11 ' ~ 11 ; 111 II Ilr l ):111 ,,('t tin gs . This 

soc ial tt ing i erv d ommun i t iot n 'two l"l< : IS we ll , .h nn Ilin g 

a now of p op l , inf rm ti n nd m t ri 

urban settin g ' . 

c cis bctw n r Ir I an 1 

As Graves and Or v ' (1 74) m nLi n ':\. I I Li v' stl" l lLc ' , it' , c)f Il igl" nLs in 

the city m ay a lso be n Iy Ion lw( or nl Ol"l' g n n.1I lim 'n ions. 

Strategies m ay b individu li sti th ml runt :1 1"(,ly c 11 Lh ir own 

r esour es or initi ti v , or gro I[J on nt 'd - I' ' I \, () Il 011\( ' 1' ,' for h '1p, 

Stra tegies tn:IY ~11s(J I) ' 

ca' , th mi gr nt u 

S \l1 find in 

r m ell v ('I' .- \ I :; i I I f() rn 1 : Ii . II t h ri r s l 

f f rm I hanncl s (Jf or Ll ni z' ti n ' \l1d 

nl h for him / h ' I' se l f in lh ily; in th 

second , he/ sh ' I S mnr apt l r Iy n m ol' inf )rnl i ll ont ;:( . ts it hi s / h r 

own per son al n twork . 

2. 5. Migration in Ethiopia: A Brief Note 

Intern al migration studies in g n ral rural -urban mi grati oll In parti u lar 

in Ethiopia is l imiled (Bj I' n , 19B5), M ol' s[J c it'i cl lil y ;lnth ropo10gica 1 

studies a re in signifi cant in th eir number (W orku , ' (JO(»). Dirr 'r 'n l slud ies 

which were conducted on lhe rural-urb;-In m if',r:tI i O I1 basica lly on m ell e 

migr ants, r m ale migrants wer not we ll slu dierl Thi-; I S ill [J8.rt to be 

explained by th e gl'll cra l 'ma le dom in at ion ' of I·C:,I '.I ICll I II th e past ~1I1 d 

usual invi sibility of women in studi s on any issw ' (Bdtin a , 2006; Lewis, 

1982; Ranvinder , 2003), Thu , the foll ow in sUl1lm an e are d is u ssed 

about literature on fem ale migration which is r I van t to this sp cifi c 

study. 

Yousse f et aI , (1 979) In t h ir tud on wom n In ml gr tion In Ethiopia 

highlight th a t f m al ' r ons for mi r tion r I s, .on sist nl over lim 
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............ ----------------
and ro S r gl I S nd ft n In lu m r n g Cl n 1;IJ11il ' I S r l 

ra n . 

Bj r n (1 RS) in h r sL Idy n t s I h (1 ( lh( rWlltTl1 01 I m; lI l' tn l r< ti ol 

from rura l to urban Ll i ' n II Lh i p I' IS S tn w h ;J L tl ll ["nl 'n l i"ro tn wh t is 

ob rv d in olh r p r t ~ f Afr i n ' . Wh i le I a i ' r lI-a l -urb;lI 

migr ants ~lr m r domin t r Afri n u nLri s u Lo th 

employm ent opporLunili il ab l f r mel 111 ] r \) ;11 nr S , III 

Ethiopia d omin t lh rur I k r l i l1diIl I'·· 111 Ii ' Lcd 

th at , t h I rg prop r t i n Ill(' w iLh I IIl cl istc IlC' 

r an g d from 100 to 20 k m fr m Ih sL Idy n '" (SI ;l ::;h IlIl I ) w h il 

migr ants tr veil d bov 200km u nl n ly ix p 1'(' nL. 

Sh e h as also poin ~ tIl. lh er i hi h pr v len r rl ' ln,"I ' r 11':1\ migran Ls 

am on g th Amh ara t v rywh r Thi s clhl I ' gnllli I ' l s b C ' 1 IIl ;l 

m ajority in IIlown s pl l h on s in T i r ay, h IL 111 (' m;l in f-1 l a rs l h :1L 

th urban ~.;urplu s i s sp .ifi c 10 Am h ;'l r8 I ' ('\' V,III ('\'I ' '.\' () L11 I 1)(' LI n .1 ;11' , 

unless th e group ould be an ' Iy , d p ra l ely. 

O'conner (1 983) a lso in hi stu dy in A fri a xp lain s LIJ a t , .. t hi opia h as 

alway s h ad ;:1 prcci omin an of f mo l rura l-uri an mi r ;-l lion , bUl th e 

r eason of high occurren ce of f m ale m igra l ion is J1 ol l )()ill (cc\ <Jul . 

Kebed e (2001) h as condu cted a r eareh n migrali n and urban 

d evelopment in Ethiopi a: t h ca to Nazr l h tow n . H sLa l d tha l 

migration t owards Nazreth tow n i, clomin 8t d I fC\Il ;1\ es. \-I e ;II so pu l 

lar ge number s o f. f~ ll1 a l migr anls (78(iq ar ' fr l ll1l th ' n ' (1. l WO 

n eighbouring admini stmtive r gion s: h wa nd I i s i : lnd the ca pi ta l i l 

of Addis Ababa. Fem al s al 0 migra l from lh fi I ' norlhl' rn re ion s: 

Tigr ay , WolIll , Eritri 8, (~ ond e r and ( ~ ()jj 8 m l og l hl 'r , II (IJ II I: ! fI ll' 14.3 of 

th e in-migra n ts . Thi s IJ ows f m I ar p red mi ne III i 1 In igr ;lt cd Lo th ' 



n r by t own s. Thos ml r nt fr m th n rtl enl lI rt 
h 

om with th Ion li s n 

and environmen t I tr ss. 

uld I ' xphin ' 11) \ ' 1 () I UI ;lli ()11 r ' ss Ir 

Rahwa (2004) in h r study " th Imp ts of m al oul - rn ign ti nnw m n : 

The Case of Silt " find ut th t f 'm I mi gr ' ltl oll i s \.111 om ll1 01 among 

the Silte due to ult ural nd r li giou s [nc t rs. Wllm n IS Icllly migrCl l 

accompany in g Lh ir su hu sl ' t\1d . Il u\, I 'vcr, 1\1 ~;()m' ' ;'I S'S, 

fem ale indcp nc.l ntly mi t'/' L ' lo l uw II Whl' ll IIH'Y <In ' li vor d ur 

widowed . 

tudy on mi r ti n , urb:I I - rur I link' g san d 
Fel k e (?006) in hi 

poverty in Ethiopia, inv stigat d migrat ion xp m 'n!" of loti m I I nd 

women . He stated th t m jority of [em I migra ted I Llnd 

Shashemen e [rom th - dj nl rur I c:\ r c f , 'h l l. h em I li k ung, 

H adya, Kembata , Gam o, nd idama du lo it s proxim ily and th 

perception of r elatively better mploymenl. opportunities . 

He also poinl ou t th"l fem ale mi gr: ll cd rr m J\mh l ll ,I : I\H I Oro l1li y;\ rq!,ion . 

However, m any h ad r e ch to Addis Ababa and Sh ash c l1l cn lhrou gh 

step-wise m ovem ent. Th m ain reason s for lh ' 1ll l.!, l1 cr le ve l o f f m ale 's 

migration from far region like Amh nra is ntlrllll il' <l 10 C:l r ly m arri cgc , 

m arnage break down , and recurrent drou ght ill ruml :lreas. Munira 

(2006) in h er study on dom stic worker s in Har:H' ( ~ i ty 111 ntion d th at 

famine .and poverty we re th two promin ent f;wl()r s for r ural-urbc n 

migration . 
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2.6. The Study Area 

2.6.1. Physical Background 

Dessie is on of Lh e o ld s L urba n nLre whi h is i'C)lI lld in th ' Bork' l1<.1 

river valley a t the foot of th rpm nt . nd rid g . in Lh 

part of Ethiopia. Th town is th e a pita l If o ulh Wnll o ~ dll l!n i . tra tiv 

zon e in ANRS (Amha r a Nationa l R gion a l t a l) . Il iN 10 " tleci 1 e lw n 1 J.o 

08 ' North la titud e a nd 3 0 38' Ea st lon gltud . IL i ~ found 8 1 40 1 km 

from Addis Aba b a (Sec m p) . 

Dessie is c h aracle ri zed by ru g d l po r a phy nd s lIl 'rC)unc! ecl I Y a h a in 

of mounta ins n a m ely 'To o J wiLh up Lo ov r 3000 1)I (' t r c\bovc S '(;1 I 've l 

in the west ern p a i-t. ' Its a t rn p rl i . hilly w ith a n <I V Ta Icv ~ i o n o f 

about 2400 meters. The Lown ha' a n a ll.il ud c r II II.!. . v,lJ'y in g bc lwe 'n 

2525 a nd 2, 600 m elers a bo v s 8 leve l. I ess ie It ll: It c linl :lli ' zon e or 
'Dega J, Th(' qnnu c:d ;\verage te mpe r;'1 lur ' o f Ih ' l()\ 111 IN I)(' twc ' n 15-20 

degree s centi gra d e, a nd it re ives th a ve rage annu; i\ ra ini'a ll a m ounl 

(EMA , 1 98~) . 

2.6.2 A Brief History of Dessie Town 

Dessie is one of the earliest inhab ited region s of Wollo. Th e previous 

name of the town was known to be La/com elzo . Th e i'ound 8 l io n of th e 

name 'Dessie', goes back to the early d ays of Empe rnr Tewod ros II , who 

during his re ign (1 855- 1868) h a d ma d e scvereu \ 1.1I1lpa ig l1 s LO Wo ll o 

(NUPI, 2008). 

A known Ioc81 lo rd , j\ba J a ba l (son of Ab;\ W;J I ~ l w) Il1 I\cl (' t h e tow n hi s 

administrative ce ntre till h e lefl th e a rea in 185, . However , Ih e year 

1886, was a turning p oin t in the history o f Dessic . I. t hi s lime, Ras 

MicheaJ, form er Mohammed Ali , who was a ppoint d ;\ th sole govern or 



of Wollo, on lroll d th fr m hi s mp l i lor. ~ 111 I c l (I I g c\ his . < l 

from T n ta to- s ttl p rm n n ll In wh i 11 v nlu;t ll involv d 

in to an u rban n t r (Abdu, 1. H th t()wn ap I'm n nt 

t rt n :1 ' we ll s f r C()nom! . r! 
seat du to ils str gic imp 

establi sh ed hi s gibb i whi h w s laln n me I ' IS .1/( ' ',l/I /(lj' ;iI t I t' hi h cs l 

wn ill o rcin ttl contI' I il s 
hill ar a in lhe soul h asL rn p 1'1 of l h 

surroundin g from enemy. 

n t h elll , I r:l d i ti on,dly n m 'd 
After th e esl;l b l isllmc ll l of I is 'giob i ', l h 

n . l ru l d by I ill l ~; ' I f. T h (' sit wus 
as 'Yegib ir oda ra h.' w Is 

si tu ated to san d on t r I th UJI l l h soulh rn fr in s f 

Ambasal in Lh e n or th :In c! Albu l lco in Lh s uth (Abel l \, I c) 7) . 

i - I'L r l h nn n 'x 'd Ih ' l OW! 1 0 1 
The colonial I talian s ad minist r d 0 

April 15 , 1936, lon g bcfor Lh Y mrive in Add is Ab~ h:l . Lc tn, 1 css i W ;-I S 

m ad e the admini 'lrativ ce n t re of lh owrn or or I gio l -II 

'F d erClz iol1 d II AI/dl(/m ', one of th e 
Commissariat, wi thin th 

administraLive divi sion s of !tali n I:;: ~"\st Arri '8 . Il (J \'(' r , Ill e town was 

librated from th e ItDl ian con t rol in 1. 945. in ' til n, Dcssic G omc 

under th e control of th e Municil 81i l ics Dcp Cl rlJn cI11 () f l h (' Mini stry of 

Interior , Cl l\cI !:ILer c\ evelop inlo th (' Glp i t :1l or W()II , ) J>I' ()V iI W\ ', th e !l CW 

administrative en t i ty of th e empire. Thi s pe ri od W 8.. : iI .;() ~~:lr ~lc t e r i zed b 

the r eshap in g of the mun icipalities of Dessie (Abdu, i ()7). 

politically, th e t own was di vided in to d iff r n l alilllill islrnLi c un iLs 111 

differ ent times . During th t ime of Emperor Haile SIl' I<' lssi , II \(: lown W:1S 

the capital of Wollo taqlay gi.zat and late r n am d as Wallo kif7e haga r 

during the D ar g r egime and after 1991, Dessi s rv'd as th apital city 

of south W ollo Zon e. Besides thi s ad minist rat iv inlportan C' , Dessi was 

a cen t r e of th e e an om ie n etwork of Lh North E,ls\l'rll Zon(, of Elhiopi a, 

() 



' o li o Z 11(, .' . 

wh i h il It I(ks t h(' 
r ·.' I1t oflh 

Howe v r , III link th o l h ' ld b n wilh 

Ethio-Er ilr a n w r in I / (N 1, 2 7) . 

Map 1 and 2:- Study Area and Research Sites 
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inclusion of th e rura l area to the ci ty dmini trati o ll ,llld Lh c LoLal 'lr ,:1 r 
th e city administration enlarged from 7, 200 to l , B 0 h ,( 11 ,2007), 

The first ma~ler plan for De~s i t wn W 'lS pI' P I' '<I dl lrin g II C' p'ri 1 uf 

Italian occupation (1 936- ] 41), In 1 67 , I (' \\, nlasll ' l' II ' n \.v ' IS 

prepared for the city along with olh r imil I' 111'1 nn CI1:(' rs th 

country under th e then Mini stry of In t ri r, The PI' 'senl si 's 

development plan was prepared by the NUPI in 2007 , 

The town is design ed as Metropo li tan ity Admilli , trnl i( )I1 :don wit h 

Bahir Dar and Gonder in acco rdan e wit.h th l<cv l, rd PI' l;lm ti n for 

th e establ i shment, organizati on and d 'ri llit i, I) I or I (OW ''; i ' '-Inc! 

responsibilities of urhan c ntrrs rind I' gui:tlion I'll) ' d, 'I( ' I' lllill ;ltion ;1 1 I 

Establishlllc'nt of Organizalional Catey ryor ' iii ' s (' ()()4), III ; Idclili 11 , a 

guide to Desse's growth th at used for t n y I' W ic l , ; ;t1 s ) rI ' ~i gn I b th ' 

City Service Office which prepared detail pi n s ' tll d I nd as~ i gn d for 

housing a nd other fUll ct ions bes ides the form I' bOllllclar )1' Ih l' town , 

2. 6. 5. Socio-economic Description 

Dessie town h as been a long-es tablish ed m arket 1'01' gm in s, oil eds , 

hides and skins, honey and beeswax and a di o.; lribulioll nler for 

imported goods i,n in tern a! trade of Ethiopia b rore' 17 1h 'en tury, It also 

has artisan industries and fl our mill s, Th e est8 hli ~l ilm enl or Addis Ab;lh;) 

to Asmara and Dessie to Assab ro;"td during the 1l;l li : ln perioc! m ad th 

town comme rcial C(' llter which v~lrious ooel s Wl ' l r' dis(I 'IIJII: cd Lo thl' 

neighboring regions and the hinterl an d (Aswd{ (' , 1985; 1" 11 y lopcdia 

Britannica, 2009), 

The town h as been showing improvemen t 

development ac t.ivili es in general and lurzd 

III an ous fi Ids of 

~ ()IJ() ll l i ( ' (it- v('I()1 In ' nt 111 



particular. The stra tegic loca t ion n Ti gr 

Dessie an importan I trad e and I ran sporl 

south ern part of 'the country. As a r su It , th 

ch aracterized by diversifi ed trade a tiviti s -

h CW ' 1Il , m d 

nl( '1 ror I orLIl rn .. Inc! 

iii (" l C n m I rg Iy 

th ~ll pnrli U I ;l I'1 V ir.'.'Olv' 

collection 8nd distribution of i-lgri ('u l turl'iI ' II cI il lc!I IHlri ril 1'01 HTi odiLics ­

and provi~;i().n or cu lning servi ce s. Th ' l own is :iI .' 11 kll()vm with Ill ' 

availability of potable water, firewood, and r In lid II Lind ' CJ wi ll r Iral 

settlements which supply teJf, and other Il1e lowl . 

The report , accordin g to 1991 C Il S ll S, il1di cl d(' c\ 111111 Publi c 

Administration and r lated, whol -~a l 'lnd I' ' Ia il 11'11<1 ; 111 I " IL -rill " 

M anufacturing and Transport, storage no n 111L1l1i at i n wcr th f Llr 

most important indu strial d ivisions th at n Li tulcd , 4 1 (Yo, ~ 1 %, B Y-I , 

and 8,1 % of labour force in the local economy, r 'P<'Cliv Iy. 

Private investors opened interm ed iate f8 lori rs; I h l' ii 's 'conomy 

includes sm all scale indu st.ri es: su h as PI' lu ' li oll 1) 1' minc'J' .. li w .. ll r ;:In I 

soft drinks, fl our milling, edible oil procc!-l ~; i ng , 1)/'( 'l lIl l llll! pl ls l l' makin g, 

coffee roa~;ling and p' lcking (ANI<SUI I, 20 0(J). 

Dessie is endowed w i th histori cal sites and h ri tll gc!-l su h as R gi nal 

Museum of Dessie nam ely Wollo bete mezel ir mU ."'Llm and a palace r 
Nigus Mich eal , AytcyeJ palace /yiblJ i/. Dess i ' l iI !-l l ) s it ll ~l l r <l n 8 1' 10 

tourist centre sites such as th e logo Hai/(/ ICIlce I/oill", Hoi /\' InOI1 C1s /c> ry , 

and Lalibela. 

With regard to social services , the town has h()wn gr eat progr sand 

served the surroundin g rural peopl .s too . !\ ordill )', 10 I he c\ell;l obt8 ined 

from the educati~n~ 1 offi ce of Des ie city admini lr; llion (200 ), lh r 

75 educational institutions wh ich include 23 kin<l n " 11'1. !lS , 12 pnm~ry 



school s, 7 first cycle secondary 'hool , 2 S Id ', v ll ' S ' ' ( n I'll' S ho)1 

(preparatory), ] specia l school , 9 co ll eg nd L Ut iv r si in lh' l WI . 

Th e h eal th ser vice C Oy rage of 0 SSt town is ." 711 " . li ' l of h , llh 

institutions in Dessie are 1 r f rral h ~ pi U:li , ' II Icrrnccil :ll ' I ri vc:l t ' 

hospitals, 4 higher cl inic , 3 m d ium li ni , 11 Sl1 l II lini , 7 I h arm c , 

2 dru g stor e, and 3. distributors. As far I S 

concern ed D essie h as tran sport linkag s t th ' li lT lIndi l town and 

rural area s. The tOW!l h as al so large 

service s. 

() I i 111 (' rrw I n I I 1mb i Ie 



CHAPTER THREE 

PROFILE OF FEMALE MIGRANTS AND] ACTOR S FOR 

MIGRATION 

3. 1. Profile of Female Migrants 

An an alysis o f the socio-dem ographi har ri ~ 1 i ':;: o f mi ' r't n l::; i s 1" 

prime importan ce in th e migration st Id i s . in J ' I Ill' I f fc (' I S e' i I ; 11 I 

econ omic r ela tion ships both in th ar ' of ri gin :1 11cl d(' sti ll ll li on . In f<lCI , 

th e most widely documen t d s i -d ic; f" :l ors wh i h . fr ' ,t 

migr ation include agc, du ation , nd m < rit I st ti S. 

From the sample, m :lj ority of fem;, tl c m i r,JIl ts (:)C» ) i ll til ' sl leI 'y ;' 11' ' <1 , ;'11" 

aged between 15- .20year s. om ofth m (l ) r: III I ~ (' dfr(I1l :2 1 - . C;,1r s. 

Wher eas th c two informan t are bclow l ~) Y r ~:, I II( IT ,' t few :1 1' : ranged 

from 26-30. The aver age ag of migrant s is \ '1' ; 11":-1 . T l l i ' is b au 

m ost infon n <' l nts m :d<c th c ir fi r sl move: w il ell IIH' \ C'I ' CT V r ll lln g w il ich 

ar e forced by th e rural soc io-cultura l and - onoi llic i'8c l ors. G 'n r ;, 1l1 , 

th e m ajori ty of th e parti cipan t migran ts in thi .' s l ur i fOllnd w il h in 

the approximate workin g age. 

As the fi eld da ta r esu l t show, the ru r;d ~ m '=t1 (':; (' , pen ' IWC Incq lal 

education al opportun i ties in the form al schooli ng systC' t11 du e to V c ri olls 

soc ia l , cu l tural and economic fa to rs. Mos t of th e m igl"8 nts ,liT 

ch ar ac terized by i ll i lcrate or in complete prim ary C' ciu c<ll i n. Thu s, nC8 rly 

half of (28) i n formants d id not get du at ion al IIppor luni t. and w hi le 

some (13) quit ,th ~ ir primary educat ion from Vr;HI I , 2, :1, 4 an d 5. 

Some respondents (1 2) dropped ou t at grad , F~ <lI1 d c) lev I and f ' \, 

females (7 ) completed gr ade 10 . Wh ere as out I' ' )11, ,' i ' o f m igran t ha 

been illi ter ate prior to thei r m ove to thl..! UIT II I (k sli n i lt iell1 , but nO\ 

attending th ei r elem cntar y educat ion in th Cll l ll j', 



Th e m arit;:11 s latu s o f pot n t ial r m al 

In th e study area , si ngle and d iv r 

m obile. They ar e m os tl y migrating 

al so indicates tha t n arly hal f of l h 

miVI" nl. IR Imp I" tc I t to m l r I ll . 

I I" 11-;11 fl~ 1 ;11 (' I lli 1" ;1111 ~; :lr' hi ghl 

t l he I" l in Ilg(' . T h (' st I I r su it 

I" 'pond nls ( 8 ) w I" sin (In I 

som e (1 5) w er e divor ced in th i r ori gin , two f lhem lH\vC chil dr n I k <11 

origin . It h as been observed that bou t 12 f 1I (' in f rm nls d huv 

children as th ey ar c unm arri ed in lh stin Ll t i )11; I liJ() lJt ~ ) or l h m ' ll"l' 
living toge lher wi th lheir m al pcu-l n rs in Lawn . 

As the study show, single and d ivor d r If" I m : iI ('H 111"1' 111 (1 1" ' moi>ile 

indep endently than Inarri cd ones ;J S th e arc i ll ; 1 Iw tt n I :-,i ti on 10 

decide wh en and wh er e to m ov . B au , m ' li r i d WO I (' II III rur J 

society w er e expected to stay at hom an d l k CI I'CS J n ' i b il i 10 k 

after th eir children , as th e m oth r -child I' J l ie n . hil is o f J , ram Int 

im portant. 

Most fem ale migr an ts came from the surrouncl in ~ r Ir tI WOI- d ' I 's ~lJ1c1 

som e w ere from r elatively small rural town s way from 0 ssic l awn . T h 

ori gin / birth place/ of m ost informan t's ar n igll bo l" ing rural al- s of 

D essie town such ;l S ku taber, Werebubo, If. i l< I lonl , F' ; , ~1 ) Til .!, 

D elanta, Lalibela , .. . Kobo, Gain t, Tossa, Mol v\ crch im cJl o, Tebasil , 

Liguama , Sayint , Aj ebar , Ten ta, Bor ena, Akr sl;l , Werilu , G mdo, 

Guguftu , Lasta, Kabe, Albuko, Harbu are fou n d (se'(" Mltp 3). 

Migr ant female's len glh of sl ay in Dessie lawn vI II ' ics f l-OII1 ()n' a th 

other. As confirmed from intervi ew s, th e len gth of I il i l' sta ran ed fr m 

three months to twelve year s. For more cl ar ifi a l ic)I1 , I o f f ' mal had 

spent fronl 1-3 year s; abou t 9 female m igranLs RI;l t' I from 4 -5 eell-S 

while the r est h ad spen t from 6- 12 years. 

. 1 



No 

1 

2 

3 

-
4 

Information on r eligious status of Lh mig!' nL \V A . ' HI ' ( 011 ' l d , Mor > 

than h alf of fem a le migrants were Mu sl im s whi l " Il l( rc st : I n ' ) rth dox 

Christians, 

As far as th e rural fem ale migrant 's fami ly b a k l',roull d IS C n rn ' I 

almost a ll female m igr ant 's families w r illiL ra le ;-11) I 1I II' li v l ih () I 

depends on agr icu lture, Whi le two of th informal It 's f mi l mp l l 'cI 

grade 12 and employe-'d as governmen t work r 111 Sill ; !i vill :lgc' :l WrJ y from 

Dessie town and one informant's family w a n g <I ill lr Ie ' I Li viLi In 

addition to agricul ture, MaritaJ st;.)tus of f mi ly W I I S th e ( 1111 ')' iss Li 

seen in this analysis: As far as th marital st t ll S I' mi r :1n t s' fAmi ly IS 

concerned, some (six) respondents m enti n d Li1 8 t I I I Y los I I th Lh II­

mothers and fa thers, while others six o f mi gr anL 's fl inti ly W ('i l ' ::C\ < r<lIed 

or divorced ' and the m ajority fam il ies o r r m:J I ' 11Jiwant '!-j wor l iv il g 

together. T h e average rural hou sehold si :~ of t ill' I-C'sponci cnl s r ngcci 

from 6-8. This shows (-hat, the f8mi ly number of m o';t infornl :lllts is 1< r gr 

in proportion , 

Table 1. Sample of Respondents and Income Earn Ln g Act ivities 
• 

- - -- - -_._-- ----

Informants Income Earning 
Activities 

Live-in Housemaids 
Housemaid r- 'd 
(Domestic servant) 

Live -out Housemal s 
(daily labourer I teme l ala ~; h) 

I-i~)me made Business seller 

Street Vendor 
t--=--
.Street vendor 

Construction worker 

Daily Labourer Coble stone worker 
-

Comm ercial Small bar CSW 
----- ----- -- ----

sex worker (CSW) -~)I reet CSW -----... - . -~- - .- - ---- -- -

Total ------_. 

Nu mber of Total 
Re spond ents Sum No. of 

- --
Ke bele Kebe le 

Respo­
ndents 

01 r-:- -
4 

6 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 
--,+ 

- -

30 

0 9 - - -- -
4 8 

20 

- ---- - --+--
:1 

:1 
------

3 

( ) 

) 
---

12 

- - - --- - 12 
3 6 

- -
'1 H 

16 --
·1 H ------

3 0 60 

~ , 



3. 2. Factors for Female Migration to DesHle Town 

Based on the data obta in ed from t h f m 

town, this study witness s th a t fem 

understood or analyzed without r r r ' n 

mi 

rnl gril l 

r; li e n 

ril 'L 

I s livil g 

~ 11 I )1 

111 I 

pr 

factors. Therefore, this study tri ed to a nalyz b -I ' 11'/I)Lln I hi ,'lor 

SSI 

p l'I'y 

ifi 

rura l females' causes of migration in th a t h w 111 (1 why t h ' m v ,nd 

why they choose to migrate to Dessi town . TI . rollc wil ~ ru r I p Is h 

factors a nd 'urban pull fac tor:'> wer fo II1d 

mi gration to .Dcss ie town. 

3. 2. 1. Push Factors 

I'l ' I "L1 SCS of f 111 ~ 11 ' 

In developing countr ies like Ethiol ia th onomlC' , p lili :a l, so ia l ~ \I I 

cultural factors are main push fac tors for rurul - ur"~lll Illi 'I'; lfi oll , whi 'h 

have been the predomin a nt factors from th urb ,n lull f;l\t rs (L1m , 

1993). It is a lso true in th e study 'lI- ~ a that th rur;d p Is h f"dors S ll ' 11 

as poverty, drought, la nd degradation clnd th e ri c'C lin c (l r th SI Z or 
landholding, undesira ble traditional pract ~ s, int cT 1=lI1ciinlr8 hOll l old 

decision, a llocabon of resources, marrfage tl nci 0 1 h ~ r s (' io-cult 11'; /1 

reasons a re more severe than the pull factors. 

3. 2. 1. 1. Economic Factors 

As the world system theory or approach has S I IlIWI" th ('x i st ~ n ' of 

unequal development between centers (urba n) a nd pr riph e ry (r Ir I) I <lcis 

to migration from periph ery to urban areas. Bf' 8 use th c nlr 

mostly accessible to wealth, resou rces, and job II I I o I-lUI lit \' v h il ' (h 

rural is deprived of these resources (Brett II , 2003). This is clJ pli 'a bl . t 

the context of this study; lack of various resow' In th ' rur I m k 

the females to flee from their rura l a rea to Dessic ( 0 n . 



Poverty in , the Amhara r gion, m r 
() " () n r " 1 , i s 

common factor thllt pushes th e rum l r 01 1(' 10 'mel '! I ll '!J ;111 lIr ,s . 

Poverty is resulted from drought, I nd dcgrnd ,.Ilioll , I()w I r() III ·ti it. , 1;1 'k 

of n atu ral resource, and the decline of th !-l IZ of hnd l Idin . A 

migrant familyis back ground profi le indi 

of most inform ants fami lies liv lihood i!'l gn 

productivity. The fami ly si ze of most fc 111 , I 

poverty enhancemen t as large fami ly size n 

feed the whole family. 

1111 sl e ll r h 

u I tIll ' ch, 1'8 tni z( 

mil ~ 1 1 1I rl :' I. ( )1 1(' 111 

d I il'h r: 1 or I I' dl 

m 

I 'y low 

, I S for 

ti I to 

The surrounding rural area of Dcssie town IS known with hi h pI' ssu r 

of popu la tion, As th e study re ' L1 lt indi <1l s, 1111),' 1 1(, 111 :11(' I llil' r ~ 1111 's f: lll1il y 

number r anged from 6-8 . The study also : ' h()w~ Ih r l YO Lin r m 'l l 

migrants cam e from the rura l poor fam ily b8 clq rn, "l1 d . Mol' , p ifi ' ~ dl , 

about 2 1 of the inf()rmant's main reason i :-:; I r, nil ' ]11 vnl v. 

The prevalence of recurrent drought, (II' r inf: II and la l I 

shortage in the northern highlands of Eth i ()pj ~ 1 i ~ hi stori " \I as well ,1S 

current cnuses of rural migration. Th e exist ing topogl-aphi C' posilion an I 

experienced drought cond ition of th e Amh ora regl()n in !!,C'lwI' ril i-lnd il th e 

study a rea in particu lar resu lted in to PLlSr. till: nil'''.! r('opl lowclrds 

urban centers as well as outside of the surroul1dinv a r a to 'tlle 

elsewhere in oth~r fertile rural areas. Thi s res t r1t ct in h ang of th 

social structure of t h e society. 

South Wollo is . OJ1C of the zones III Arnh am RCI~ j()n o l SLlt e whi ch h <lS 

experienced a multitude of n atural calamiti , . Til rur8i SC' t:or. f t!l 

zone h ave been especially affected by rec'lITin ~', drought. Th e p riodi 

drough t h a!-l push,'d mDny to nea rb ci liC' !-l Iii, ' I ), ·,'si, '. s the stud 

result show, fem ales who h ave large fam ily ' 1/ ( ' we re Illi grat d to th e 

n earby town like Dessie. 

-In 



During interview session , migrant m 10 l )ess ie tm n d ( I 

rural family's poverty, As they expl ain d m stl I I r i s rll I s I () n 

on the movement of their children and r mal I k " :h 1'1 lIi " tan ' m ov' 

to provide th e rura l livelihoods ,md pc 1I P 111<' ;x l. ' l i ll g p vcrty 

problem, As two of the informants - H. w , '1 h ( l lI , '(; m<li I (fr I r ll r " l 

vi llage of Kuru) and Fozya, a ommer ial s x w 1'1<1'1', (rr In rllr ,:) 1 Vi ll e)!" 

of Kutaber) ,mentioned, they came from I () r ' XI( ' l lc lt-d r,l lni li ('s of I'ltrill 

area, The main re;J ~ I I)n th ey c!;lim to mov(' 10 i"k :,::II ' I()WI1 \'1'; 1. ' th ;11 10 

make their family relieve from stress , Th :'11;1 1 rI ," vcr,)1 r :Ior s 

associated with the poverty of their families in 11(' wil y or th ' I' li k ' 

family's inability to provide th eir basi c n ' ,si li ' K (1'00 I , ' lo th , III I 

education fee s, etc), inability Lo sust8in Ih life or 111 ,ii ' (' lI i lll"l1 ;Inc! 

themselves, They also stated that their fRm ili( 's ;l l'C l ivill r in 100 1' 

economic condition, in which they even do n 1 h av '" 1 ~,' 'r v ' i'e od s r d 

their family when drought occurred , I.n addition , I hl ir r mi li 'S I' m orc 

vulnerable to food shortage that occurs due lo nl llli rlll sit eJ'1(s su h os 

drought and irregular rainfall. In some scri()lI ,' Cl l NC S , liteir famili s 

would borrow sdme ce reals from relat ively ri h pC ~ I : : ; 1I11 hou ,' (' i1 older s, 

On the other h and, as different studies indiclItc , i<'lrt u lc , w; 11l1 to Iw Vl' 

economic independence, Migration , as mention('( I I,v Il1I' s(' S holar s, is 

m ainly 8 function of expected income in urball 8 1 as :Olllpar d wi th 

small or no rural income, The relatively existin g hi gh ' onom ic growth In 

urban centres initia tes the migrants to om e to I f)wn from Ih ir plac of 

residence, Even thuugh urban incom e is low illiti ll ll y, IlloSt m igr ;lnLs 

prefer initial earning than unemployment in th eir a 1' 'a (J ami eson , 2000; 

Gundinning et aI., 2003 cited in Bettina, 200 : 15H), 

The FGD's with fem ale migrants also show d mi l~ r ;1 1 iUIl ' !l ; t! I s fc-111;J1 ' 

migrants to empowering themselves in term s I' Ili gh I' s 'Ir- ' , L 

~ I 



increased economi c independen b 
, u s m I r 1 rrtl fC'm I , r 

economic;lily de penci en t on lheir husban I. A!:J LI t 

h elp female migra nts through wage empl 
in l \,\' n , 

Thus, absence of economic independen of f m I s il LI rur ' I 

them to com e to Dessie , In th is ca , b th un m ' 1 rri d a n 

fem a le s h ave s imila r fee li ng on th e issu 

3 . 2. 1. 2. Social Factors 

Females were migrating not only for economi r ' n bllt a l 

social factors such as family di in tegr; tion (j lh r thr u h 
f r h 

r 

divorce a n d ab,sell ces of soci a l facili ti :' ( du ~ ll i 

health fa cilities) a re the major push factor , which h v 

cllioll , 

n ISin g 

rural fema le migration to Dessie town, 

Family Disintegration: Faillily d is int gra ti n is id t Illin ed ;I S on f lil ' 

fa ctor s which contributed for th e migration f ~ m I 

Family disintegration throu gh dea lh or divorc' i ' pr 'v ' I nl cases in l'ul';li 

areas, Some fem a le migra nts came to Des i town 11.1 - L 10 f the 

bread winner of the fa mily (i, e " mother, fa th f , OJ' Iloth) wh il ' f('w of o lil e l' 

migra nt's fa milies came to Dessie due to sep ra li on O J' divor 

parents, 

f th ' ir 

Parent's d eath and/or separation for some rea OI1 S f suited in fa m il 

breakdown a nd formation of a new family, I t I I:),. I'h r for a gr elt 

impact on the rest of family members parti cul:tr l I dau ght r , In the 

case of fa mily separa tion, wh en the nuclear f mil f li s Cl i a rt , mos tly 

their chi ldre n re m ain with single parent Th r w( ulrl o f! n h unh '1pP. 

rela tionsllip bctWCC II ch il dren <-1I1d step-mol l1 cr / f;II Il('I' , ( cordi ng to 

Some of the respondents, th is resulted in th Ill is tr s t lll e- nt of th e 

children by step father or moth er. As some of th r sp nd nt r pli d , 

th e conOi ct occu rred be lieving th a t th e n w st p III th r / f h r p rc iv ' d 

" 



the children as rivals to the inher ila n f r '1 m l pr p ' r t . In rld l ili on , 

th ey forced the girls to quit their edu tion l pn vi I ' , ssisl c I (' ~ l th eir 

families in fa rmin g or domestic work. As a r u lt , lil l i I g I i rfi u I t i ' S 

led them to flee . ,fr?~ their rural villag . Thi 

cases of respondent as presented here under. 

I I I b ~ onfirm I from 

Case 1 

My !tome is Yes h.oreg. J am. 14 year old and r (1 111 l i () 111 rum i llii/ou 
of kobe . J qUIt my education from Grad . r h II ! 1 , is t r, ollci 

brothe rs .. My parents are divorced. I am curl' ntly w orhng ill u bu r 
ente rtammg men to earn my daily br ad (a mm r ial -
worke r). J came to Des sie before one year. B auoS of m!J f amily " 
dworce, my mother has marri d to arw th I' m(lll . ,..,'h ha. , thr ' 
ch.ildrenfrom my s tep father andth ,. (h ild ren f l ill n 1I1./J (o th e r. Dll t, 
my s tep father did not treat me lit hi hilelr 'n. f-{ ' l)(lug/lt 
beautiful dress and other mat rial to hi hil ir II . Whn h . pi L 
with the m, he doesn 't e ven notice J am th I' . All thi and th r 
things made my life very difficuLt. Ev -:n thou gh !J moth ~ " tri 1 t 
have a good 'condition in our hom, h did lL't hav ) 'li ough 
influence in the family to make changes and to bring my liji I tt r . 

Whe n J quwTel with my youl1.ger s i te l's w ho or th hildr n of my 
step f athe r, he a lways used to s tand f or fh 111 U II W I I(, 11 [ urn 
tota lly innocent. He ins ulted and beat me a cu,- llI g nl '" { bullying 
my younge r siste rs . Ol1.e day, for example, my I g lUa brol' n wh n 
my younger sister beat me with a s tick aft I' j qu Irr I d with h r. I 
did not beat her in. the f ear that the respol1. tho l con I . t6gg r d 
frOIn fl lLJ s tep-father is dan9 "'rous . Th e only Oji tiOIl I hllr/ /U(l S to ry 
(lnl/ to w e ep. Wh en my I1lO tiler was a t hO IlI ' III I '(1 s t , .... / 1<' was 
willill.g to lis te n to me and s h.e s om.etimes s tands /).11 my s ic/e . This 
s ituation also triggers quarrel between my moth er un.d s [ p-I a th r; 
a s a res ult, they serious ly figh.t. When the incicienc s occur again 
and again, J d ecided to leave home b cau [ didn 't wal1.[ to 
dis turl? my m om's life . At my first moue I wait for thr month, in 
s ma ll town called Icabe working in s mall re ta um nt Jo r 40.00 E7 B a 
mont h. Fin.ally, J have com e to Oess ie /0 the Ji ld l1,a t 40.00 ETB 
wa.s not sufficient to support my life. 

1 d h t f '1 par 'ILi n a nd ma ltr Lm nt Yesh areg's life-history revea et a amI y S 

of s tep fa th er 1S a major factor that pushed rura l r mal 

Dessie town. 

to mi r le to 



Furth e r, I I I (he rura l soci ~ ly ~ m' I s h v 

fun ction to settle social c ri si / probl m . In 

when th e h ead of the fa mily (esp 

force h er to ge t nl a rri ed without h r 

to ge t support from he r h Ll sband to 

a ddition, the fami ly wa nts to h ay om fin 

r :It ,' (Wi ;11 , Ill I " ollol11i c 

f 

s di 'd , h r 8 1' 1 t \ ou l l 

11 11 n ' 'ci n l 

J" :-l ro l 'il (Il! 1 ' I I. III 

assets from the new hu sband . Ev n when m lh n'l 
II s m te ri a l 

til ' h Igi t('J' .· 
would quit their education to h Ip th ir f mi l I d ( 

responsibi lity a t hom e. In th is r gA rd , on of th, : r(' sp nd nls s t ry ' ;111 

be a casing point. 

Zeh a bu is 18 years o ld from Akest'l. The m 111 r £1. ( I r r h ' I' 1 ti Ol1 

to Dessie W ;-l S h e r m Olhe r 's dea lh. AI(hou h 11 ' 1 J'iI Iler 11' ,d Jl1 <.1J'ri (' <i 

another Wll l n;lI1, Zeh:l.bu W cl S no t n llow d l Illillll (, 11 ' 1' ( ' 11I 'Ition . 

Instead of go ing to school, Z ha bu ws f r d to S('J'V(, II (' r:1 1 il . III 

addition Lo this , she was bad ly lr a lcd by h ' r sl 'l molil e r. /\11 lil (' .·' 

pushed he r ( 0 m ip;ra tc to Dessie town. 

From the above cases, it can be rea lized th t f m r I ' :-l L11 sc wilo ins liwir 

family face difficu lti es a t the ir ea r lie r ag Su h dilTi c ulti s forcc tI m to 

migrate to the u r ban centers so as to 

h ardships. 

ape from th xi l ing rur,t1 

Lack of Social Services: As staled earli er, th ti l-I a n popul :::ltic! III 

Amhara r egional state h as bee n in creasin g rap id ly . Furth rm or , th 

number of fema le m igra nts is increas ing wilh timC' . I e.'s i i. on of th e 

towns in wh ich this trend is 1;lkin g pl 8ce. Th( ' t()wn i"i known for 

comm e rci; il and communication ce n lre a w II :IS ;1 ' -cl1tr(' for difr ren t 

social services like education a nd health . om rura l r mal s om' to 

Dessie town to get social services pa rti cu larl lo h a s to 

education a nd hea lth service. For in sta n c th r il;ll 8 n til 

high er educational institution s a re found in . Til a bo C III nl io J1 'd 



factors arc promoted the fl ow of p opl fr m n igl be rin g : 1 a ll 

a nd rura l villages towards the targ t town. 
wns 

For example, a fter grade 8 rura l females who h v I' In iv , il lh l I'g ,( 

town have a c h ance (0 attend th e ir high fi ,lei 

data in diC'tt e s about s ix of the inf()l'm a n( ~ ; he vr ; 1\ I II Ll1 "IS il ll I ('n lu gl 

informa tion a bout Uess ie t.own wh il lh 'y w ' I" I('clrn ill '. 1\ ft (: 1' (11 , 

completion of their high school du a ti >11 , 1I cy I c i I 10 

Dessie a nd find work in diffe rent inform a l (1 livili s . 
III 

Th ese r e sponses we r t consistent with th e Inf rmnLi()11 oj l8 in ' I fl' I r; 1 

in which t h e informants put th e abs n of so i' I , ' I' v i s : ~ 01 'of III . 

reasons which m ade th e rural li fe d iffi cu lt. A c1 n l. ' 

claimed, if a ll faciliti e s h ad b en the r , til Y w 'U I I I ot hay 1 n lh ' il' 

village. Th ese young' fem a le migra n ts h ad ommon prov rb CO l rt ill g 

thi s is sue, that is, 'kegeter habit yeketma clihin t' (urb:ln pov I'ty is b tt r 

tha n rural wealth) . They a lso say : '}(egeter habtam !fel,' f ' 111 (( lis l ro 111 J/ IO II 

yisha.ia.l' (it is better to be sh oe shiner in t wn t l n t br w . It h III 

rura l) . In this expl a nation, th ey wa nt to s ay rV' 11 if I' ll 1',, 1 8 1' 8 IS 

accessib le in (erms 01 wea lt h , it docs not rnea n wi l h th e Cl /) sC' ncr o f social 

faci lities . Thus, from individua l as well as FGD inl 'rv iC' ws I c~ ,rl -hm.v, 

m a n y fe ma le migra nts wou ld prefer li vin g in 0 ss i (town) III to it s 

accessibility of various fac il iti es. 

3.2.1.3. Cultural Factors 

Marriage and Related Causes: marriage is on of 

determines the characteristics of fema le mi grat ion 

(1990) expla ins, m arriage in African society i 

is l fa t I' v.r h i h 

In E hi opi a. s Gu 

soci 1 in sti 'u ion in 

which m a le control over women is embodied , an d t 11 , In th 

m arriage the transfer of women's labor from th r th 1" h u. '. h I I to th 

husband's h ousehold was mirrored by th e tr n sf r >f b ri v a l h in h 



opposite d ircction . Th e brid w ILh i u s d 
80(' i <l 1 tr ' 

united two great m a le concern -th ontr I 

wea lth -in :t dyn a mic LotaliLy (in Wright, 1 5: ). 

Ethiopian census of 1984 also indicat s th t , m igr Li 

cou ld be on e of the factors for th findin g f I' I Liv J hi 

th e par t of females . S imil aJ" ly, f m a l migr 

linked to m a rriage a nd related cau e 

common a nd increa~ing th e numb r of 

most divorced women a re forced to I av th 1r vi II 

FGD information d em onstrat s divor h a p] n dll( ' t 

l ei bri I ' 

m rJ"l ~l 

C I 

I ,' m .. t l 

whi I I S 

such as f;ll-nil y dispuLc, ca rl y mnrriog:, ' 1 1 11111 111 1 I . 11 : IIT l ng(' ()r 

marriage ;ll"I:a ngcci by fam ili es. 

In -depth interview with elders and individu 1 r -Sl ns i I d i cl d t I ~ 1 t 

these were some of the problems th a t w r 

divorce. On e of Lhese probl ms is th at th 

Lo <1 nd 

ch a llenges that can cause psychological pr blem on (h ' In . 111 0n I h 

rura l societies of WolI o, a woman wh o is divor d is la bc ,r cI as ( ,al moll 

which implies th a t ~obody wou ld ever want t m n h r agail . In lh ' 

study a rea, som e of fem a le informants are e1ivor eI In th co o rigin . Th 

divorced rura l fem ale is of len under prcs ... ,ur lie/ IV h r pl clC f ll S lI ;,1 

residence a nd migrate to n earby urba n centre b > au s h w ld bless 

likely to ge t other p a rtner. The ma in reason for l av in g lh ir ru ral ori gin 

is after they ·get divorce they con s id ered as not fun d i()Jlin f in I h ci 1 

and the n a lll e 'qalell wta ' ha s (J grea t im pact Lh aL I a rlll tI (' ,'oc ia l \ ell 

as psychological well- being of the eli vorced b s ' t h 'ga l mota ' 

h as two m eanings: it u sed as social identificaLion of h d ~ I lal ' 

from unm a rri ed on e and th e name by its If i a n in s ultin g ord . 

According Lo th e findin g of thi '" study, th lh ' r probl ' Ins I hal PlI s /1 

woman to leave th eir place were related Lo nni I ilh xl n I d ftlm ily' 



m embe rs, In th e rura l cultur - wh ' r t hi ~l stud 

m a rri e d woma n has to live with h r in - I. w un t il :; 11 
n u ,( I, ~ n 'wi 

I ni) , 

Even a fte r she h a d h e r first b by, to Ii n ~ lr his f, mil y 
compounrl, In th e mC8 n t im 11 I h, ' 

i ~ ' < 11 I I r il -1;1\\''-

would occ ur. Espec i;d ly thi s Ll SLl Ily h a l p n b "\It' ll t I f ' wir ' ( mimI ') 

and h er mother-in-law (amat) , Ther is 1"1..1 I" I ' Ir R 'WI/ol 

ena mirat saismamu meret' - (a moth - r- in - I w '11 d 

a lwaysqu;l1Te l until th e ir d eath), 
n ih l r - il 1;1\\, 

As Zewd ie (from Ambase l) I m e l1t io'11 d , <','h w s " I q II ' ' ( I 
,.J n; I, • II rlT J 11 ' \ I 1 

h er mother in-law when h er husband w nt t lh' f· rm . As 

She ordered me as if I wa her erva nt not a th L ifi if hr ' II . 

Sometimes, I also quarreled with my fath r in-law , f-I ) u (I to LUa rn 
me to resp ect my husband hy alling him 'al1tu' ( ir/ y ur honor, 
instead of 'ante '); although my husl and b l(ll19 ' ;/ fo th 'r ruml 
community .l;uhJ?re a husband n ed d to b all d onfu' I did 11 I 
want to call my husband a 'antu'. Be id , my hu band ' mal 
extended relatives want to have sex with Th "II , I I f/. Jlom tho t 
hou.se and requested my family to make a f ormal l ivor . 1I.f/ 'r th l 
I serlOrat edlrol?l my hushall d a ll d miyrol 110 /)(' .'l', i ' 

The resuli. of the study r evea led th a t the oth e r proh l ' l11 th el( init i;ll ' I 

females to migrate to Dessie was early m rri , Ear l m a rria' is 

considered as a cause for fem a le migra tion . Th i was a l 0 u pporl d by 

the report of UNPFA . Th e UNPFA (2008) r p r t o nfirl11 d th a t rur;l l­

urban migration and susceptibi li ty to pov rty, phys l [I I (l nci s(' , 1 ~11 <.thlls ' 

are direct consequences of early m a rri age. I t i 

region in general and in the study a rea in particu lar 

forced the rural fem a le to migrate to urban a r s. T h 

a t marriage for the Amha ra is 14 (CSA, 1 3; 

a mm o n In I11h nnl 

h t a ll m a r lag ' 

m d ia n f 111 I 8g 

zra, 2007) . I h 

prac tice of early marriage in the surrounding rltr' I rea of town , 

I Migrn lit 's place of origill 0,./ n lid Uwi,. r.u rrPIiI o(,rlIpntio li pill ilt p(lr(,lI/lw.'l'S 



girl s between t he ages of ] 2 to I S r v mnrri ) spo I.TS 

much older than them. In Lhl',L' I I " 'a::;', I 
, 11 n I I ' IW PI V \\ ' 1111 

m arri age at this ear l iest ag but th r mil pUL pr 

th ey ch oose. Some female migr n t::; r p r t d th L th 
a n \ h;11 

r J1 ro, 
hom e due Lo problem s associ Led wiLh 

Madego or Tibique2 is also part or ' Ir ly man"i 

daughters given to' m arriage at th a 

g ' . 

, I I h r U '"c ll 

v ' 

couple 's famil ies m ade agreemenL to r is th I',irl till sl 

h ; l( 

The 

pu berty. BUI, mostly (h e husband h:l I f r ; d the : i,i ,"1 Ie hn e ;' fore 

the t ime r estr icted, (h at ca us' (0 I hy::; i :: I < 1 ~ \ ('II i i ,' P' . (' 1101 ) , j('; i1 

consequen ces on the girl. 

Case 2 

My norne ':s Amino. I am 2 0 year ' old Llml I ' In ' j l ll ll i Rugo ((1 /11101 
village near to Dessie). Now [ am lIing ! i s ill / h ' s lr ') / 10 com 
my live lihood. I los t my parent. whil 1 wo, I ict . I om (, il/('II 10 

'madego' or 'tibqu e ' when I wa ' 9 to a hu band Irl U h i,. Ihall 
three times of my age. He was a 35 y elr old. Aft r th marriag 
ceremony took place, I started to sp nd an I I 'P wit h my 
husband's mother. One day my mother-in-law w lit to marie t nd 
his fath er also w ent to farm. In the m an tim , h . de>jlow r d m ; 
consequently, I was seriously icle. Ev n 1 wa ' 11 0 / ill a onelilio!! lo 
control mys(] /f, . and then later I got m di 01 I I<'Ip n lU /I C/ . 

traditional treatment though I have found nothil1g Jor my illl mal 
f eeling. I still remember lhat day. Later, Ih maIL dillor 'el 111 ' ill th , 
request of my Jamily . After that I decided to Jl {roll I my vil/CI [Jp (lnd 
come to Dcss ie despite I fa. ce(/ 1I1 0rc s nou h !l1(,IIUr 's th(lll I ('(I r 
h.ad. 

As the above case indicates, young rural femal s n l In HI ' g In 

the form of !rIodc'go or' adoption at their rli r a In dditi on , ollng 

rural girls mostly d eprived of attend ing, 11001 raLl ' I' (h<1n Lhe'il ' mothers 

training how to be a good wife to th eir [u tur hu b I. d . Lh r· mil , al ' 0 

~ Mo dego or TilJiqu e is ea rly l/)arriage in the fan/) of odoptioll . 



-

wants t o ge t dau ghters marri d t r li r :t 

' lw mo!<::er ' or 'gitir ' (a nam e lab I d l 
, r i l " of J ' I li n !, I I C IWI11' 

I"ri' I ' ~ II 's) vhi ("h i .. 

m en t ion ed as on e m j or factor f 

In addition, some informants r porl d th t h n fr I h II", li li on , I 

practices of marriage arranged by p I" nl~ . M ar rl 8 ' I ' II I r! ('; \11 .. oe i ~ t ' I S 

n ot a m er e agr ee'm ent between two indi vi lu I u t 

two k inship groups (Radcliff-brown .nd F I'd L SO). Lil lh ' 

oth er s, in th e rural fclmily of Wolin Fl.r , m e r ri:I, :' i .. I lIo .. !1 1l J' I' , \I1g '<i I . 

family ancl tjw k in . 111 rural so ' i 'Ii ' s, r m ' I s :1I'( , (' 11 ~ I. ' ~ I .' ( 1IJ' ' l' ( r 
weal th beca use th eir families hav l n I'd l ,i v ' (\ " Igi I r .. t() w':t\ lh in 

family who ar e traditionally kn own s 'adunio y m c /(l c h . IV (:1 :1 11 i l who 

h as wid e plot s of farmin g land nd m 'sli ' , II imal .. ). T I ' .. ' r ll r;t\ 

societies w er e believed th at marriag is 'nl n ' n1('; n . or I I' : t i",('. 

Th e fem ale's family wants to give lh ir d ' LUgh l 1" ' r r 8 fcHni l who 11 ;1.' 

honored name 'yeteiique zer iij ' (a f mily wh I S I c I I \ .1\ 

resp ected in the society for th eir clan , we l th r ram '). h ' h ' r I II ' 

dau ghter likes him or n ot , marri age i arrang d b f m ili S lh a in l urn 

pushes the rural female migrate tovn rds urban 

Wife Inheritance /Warsa and Wurse/: in th sun 11I1 din g I' 11', 11 8 1' 8S of 

th e study areR, more specifi ca lly in the north ern 1m L ncl n r 'n of SSI 

town , th erc :1r(: tradi ti onal prcIC ti ccs naml.:d as 'W(f!,.,(1' ;1 11(1 ' Wlirs '. I II 

th e case of 'Wars a ' on e m arried female rill ow cI h :lvi ng S X lI ;) 1 I" Ie li on 

wi th h er husband's younger brother s and wi th h is 10::; m I I" lali 'So 

That m eans male r elatives are considered by h r an d I d 

'in stant husbcUld '. On th e oth er h and in lh I' W/I rs (//IiI 

inheritance), a widow fem ale is allow to man h I' husoal d 's ou n ' I' or 

elder brother or his n ear r elatives so s to ' ntrol n I inh ri h I' 

husband's wealth. In addition, it protect h r and th hildr n from olh r 



I 

m arriage out'side of t'heir kin. , imi larl 
, n m rrl I ril ( II , 1110,' (' \ if died, 

can m arry his w ife's younge r sisle r. 

As Hai lu (2007) explains in his study on th 
f t l II rs ), 

th ese customs h ave still b n pra ti in in Lh . 
olio 

among the Mu sl im s community. Thi s is 

Furthermore, it viol a tes gend r !'ualil n I r- ·rh · ,t ~ 111 111c I )m ir ;1 1 ion 

which leads to psychological detcrior ti n. It n (I i. ) I ~ 1 m( nr s r th . 

spread of HIV / AIDS and other xually r n mi l d 

this pushes young fem ales to migrat b Ii Vln 

t l I ,' 
from the unpleasant practic . A th e int r-vi 

harmful traditio!1al pract ice has its own impll ' fOI-
r Li on in 

Dessie town. Female migr ants from th rur I r;1 rAm c , <i I, 1< It:11 <'1" , 

and Worebabo ment ion ed th at th ose traditi n al pnl C' l l . S M e rI rooL I 

in the sOI:idy. As a r"esu l t , tocl 8y's youn g fcmnl(' (ll"!' r- ' i slir g nr d n( ' ( ' il1 ~: 

from the r'ural area so as to cs al ' thi s ur p i " I S, IIII pr,l('li T , ' tiS w('1 1 ; 1,' 

th e isola tion , too . 

Case 3 

My name is Deme/ru. and 1 am 20 y ars old, 1 'WII ji-OIn BO!'/I . ow 
I am working as a daily laborer in Dess ie. J got marri d wh n J wa 
] 3 and J have two children in my rural villog . J alld my Jc rm r 
husband were living with his family . Since h had not his own land 
he used to plough his father 'S farm. Even hi fath r wa not willing 
to s hare him pieces of land, This was difficult to our marriag to th 
fact that he was not able to make a li ving. La lly, h w nl to Ajar in 
order to eam money that helps him buy p ic oj Jwm land 
(informally), Unfortunately, he never retum d home Jar /ol1g lim 
Consequently, his family forced me to many hi young t broth r 
but I resisted and migrated to De sie. 

Rural Gender Inequality: Feminist w ri t r ' hav ' 11 0 '<I 1 h r a t 'l' 

potential for women Lo find altern ative, les p tri, I" 11, I \i <l s of Ii IIlg III 

urban contexts. This is also an aspect of g n tri I i Y off rs 

wom en freedom after all, th e ci ty normaliz h f ir 



(Wil son, 1991), This is a lso tru e in the tu d 

cau se of fem ale mi gration to Dessie town , 
n r I'm n m • .l( r 

Despite the country's institution clearly tat d ha t \ 11'1 n hr v 
q li e I 

rights as m en , m,any rural wom en afe not w r (' t h ir ri gl ts s t hnt 

they a re not a bl e to d efend their righ t of own J' hi 1 ' rt , 

As it stated earlier in this study, the inforl11 
"Inin I 

revealed Ih;ll, in nJrcti society WOIl"l cn a nd m ,n do I ()I hnv ( I'll 1 ri hi ill 

ownersh ip of' properly, All inter a nd in tra h u s h lei cI ' I S IO I S n r I ,l( lt 

by h er hus ba nd, The wife has no right to tak p 

concerning the fa mily; the wife even has no th n hI L L 

unless the willingness of her husband i gr n t cI , 
ir h nI'l 

The inform a nts furth er explain ed tha t ther 

men a re the pillar of a fa mily, men a re th br ,-clwinn r in lh ra mil , 

and con sidered as superior to women in mo 

the family, Therefore, ma ny rural females want d Lo 
tt rs 

11'1 from 

su ch unacceptable a nd unfair trad itional norm s a n I I' ' t l'j ' Li on ' in the 

rural area, This w~s'indicated as one main reason fo r t m I 111 V 11'1 nl 

to urban a reas, Patri a rchal domin a nce is m ostly o lnmon in rllr I I' ~\s 

of Ethiopi{l iii gen e r;d particul c-Irl y in Am ah ara region 1'011 0\ (' I by (l 

popular pr()verl) kn ow n as 'sd lij wede majel' (hn; tl l". ri ght pl{l ('c is hn 

ki tchen ). In th e rura l society, fema le's only "employm nt" is h r 11'1 rri ,lgc 

so that her attention is expected to be directed t w rds ti f ing h r 

h u s ban d 's de s i rc in every aspect. 

Thus, for young rura l women the necessity Lo le'lv hOI11 In 

work elsewh ere implies that they spend their young h od Ii In 

their fa milies, This is because girls a re socia li z d to rf'main los 

and to fulfill obligations of the family. In FGD, om f m I 

that they fear the rura l life looking t e expen en r h ' r I hei,' p r'nl 

elder sisters who were badly treated by their hu b8J cis. POl' in . 

f 

t 

I'd >1' to 

I' from 

h m 

port d 

8nd / o)' 

, In 

'il 



th e ru ra l s(lcicly, :1 l11;iI who docs 11 0 1 I I ' 
l 1 1 S d' , I.' 110 t ( )J),' I cI reel : I S 

cou rageous in stea d he is ta k n a 

society, to h onor a nd respect th 

beginning (ch ilcl hood 

w rd (f 111 ' I 'J 

dau ghters equ a l to sons in a ll a pc ts of 1I1 

to accept it as one of the social ob li a tions, 

Ownership of Property and Resources: 

rela ted with women's rights or ac e s to r 

h ousing a nd la nd h a ve a n immen s Il11p 

2006), Th e traditional patriarch 

preclu de women from agricultura l 

tl . r lI ' ; iI 

l h(' 

hi . I fI I ' ' 11 -\II' ,' 

Ii ie. ' ' I I r It's 

HI I 1"CI ' ti . ',' 

gi I "I' 

domina n ce in , agri cultural prod u ti on ni p liti Ii (I () I I1 n I , h O I~ t : \II , 

2006), Fo r im;(u ncc, in SouLh Asi:1 ;md !\ fri t l , Il lri ll )' () i lWI ; 11,(, ,' l ill 

exposed to discrimination in access L la nd , sh ' I l T ~llid 1)1'01 ' I't ri ",1 ,' 
despite policy a nd legal reforms (0 borah , 200 ), 

Similarly , (' u sto m a.ry f-lystem of the rura l a r f ,'s l " J 11 l awn I" hip 

goes to sons (not to daughters ), a nd thi s ~i i tu l ion I ' f! \ orn n la l1 11 (',',' , 

On e of th e m a in reaso ns for th is 0 curren i, lh e ('xl ta li on of tile 

society that woma n get ma rried a nd ma ke h riivin WI h h r h u b nel 's 

family , Th erefore, a b sen ce of belongingness to f 111 riou rur, 1 

propertie s is an indirect rural push factor for r m nl 111 

in forma n ts a nswered lha t , the l11 a in cause to to n is to 

esca pe from the rura l h a rdships , gender olati n a nd d is ion of 

tra nsfer of property and resources within til famil , 

Even th o ul~h 1 he country's in stitution rl s l ( ' r! th " In n h;1 (' 

h ir ri h ., /\ s equal right s as men, m a ny rura l women a re no 

a result, they are not a ble to defend their ri gh t 

property , The inform c1t ion obtained throu h F 

informants revealed lli a t, due Lo lack f 1(11(1 I d f 1 '11 right,' In nll,i1 



society women and m en do not h v qu I ri h II 

Moreover, it is indicated that worn n h 

m any problems in all con ce ivab le w - . Par il 

due to disagr eem enf b etween coupl s, th 

any property while th e hu band r m in 111 

gets another m arriage. 

n r. hi 

ilh hi . 

th h eel 

Ll 1"" 

i l wlt l OLlt 

pr 1 rl nnc! 

Even though lhe n ew revised law pUl lh rr hi ( 0 11 : l vv • 11I : i1 .. 11 ;11"(' or 

p roperty, th e rural society h as b n t i kin lh I r, lil i n, I I ' (I I 0 

con fli c t r esolu tion, 'sh.im.glina' whos r n iii 

to woman. ]n add ition , th e data obt 111 d rr 

th at a ll the divorced migrant r -spon I nls weT ' " ' I u)'[ l l<'rl Il onl (I wi r 

husband without sh arin g any prop rty. 'v I 

which females were sentenced t I I to ; 1 

husband or to return all her dowries I ou ht ~ r lh . '" ' I Iii " 

3. 2 . 2. Pull Factors 

Not only the push factors but also pull fa lor. of urhan , 'llin gs inn I ' ll " 

the migra liorl of rura l fem ales. AHh ou gh individ ILi I lirren 'n (' pi a s i ts 

own r olc Oil the CXlC lil , th ere arc cenlral I oin ts Ih l ll <lIl rac t f('rn:l1' rllw l 

migr an ts to a recipient area. According to th inJ I"m Cl lion obta il I rrom 

the study, th e most common pull fa tors in I lei : th pr s nee or 

rela tives <:1I1c1 friend s in th e destin ation (so ia l n t ork a rl p r nd kin 

pressure), a n eed for better life, th e exi stcn or jo l 01 1 or l ll i i l . 1 wrong 

information about th e ac tu al reali ti es in urbal n r '8S a "i i, I i l ity of 

social services such as educa ti on , heal t h Ild 

geogr aphical proximity or ease of access to th 

situation in the study area specifically point 

four m ajor areas that attr acted female mi ran 

mmllni ' C\ ion Clnd 

in ti n r a. Th 

to h r II \'ing 

:-) 1 



3. 2. 2 ~ 1. Job Opportunity 

Th e n eo-classical economi approa 

from the la bour-abundant ar 
111 mi l ' lnl nrn ' m o cs 

' \ 1-
the obstacles or diffi culti es (Ca sU 

nd Mi l ici' 'II i,' stud " 
supports the n eo-;classical a ppro h . Th 

opportunity attracted the rural C mal tow rd ,' 
II' ' n job 

Ri 
improve their life . 

Most of th e time, informal mploym n t i 
n rc II r h r ' J' s r ' C' ) 

employ men t for female in th 
nlri . Thi s W I t. ' cI D ' n 1:11>1<-

wilh the Inigr:ltion p:llt c rn in Ih(' s l I IY;l 'C ' I , 100 . '1'111)11 1',11 "ti l : I': III( ' \ ' '1'( ' 

poorly pa id in their jobs, it wa r lativ Iy b lL'r Ih f ll I al [ I . \ null 

have earn ed in their own rura l villag . 

Furth ermore, du e to its geographi posili n 
) " JIll ' [1 (' ' I (J'(' f()J' 

trade activiti es a nd various peo pl om from lilT ' I' ' Ilt Hm iii I 

its surrounding rura l a reas, too. In d lit in , the of 

construction industry a nd th e recent cob l :::; ton ' proj , 'a r ' to I l' 

one of the major pull factors in the migration of rural J to 

town , Not only the mentioned fac tors but a lso th drv I pm n l f n ous 

social services such a s schools a s well as high r ov m m I a nd p ri < I 

in stitutions, hotels a nd restaura nts were a m n Ih pull fa lor, tll ;\ t 

attracted female migrants . 

Recent e viden ce a lso sh ows that fem<tJ s a r "1 11 11 d ' ( 0 th ilics 

because of the availa bility of a variety of m ni I-j I . 

contributing to movement of females to the tar 

from the la rge t town 's administrat ive, tracl nd ind 

that rura l fem a les become benefi cial' and ir. r: 
through informal sectors . According to th r 1..111. fr 

informants reported th a t fema le migra n t , p 

hi s "\ also 

informa n , 



completed their cdUGltion at s m , did n I rill 

But instead t h ey. wou ld often wanl to r m in ill 

job. 

3. 2 . 2. 2. Social Network 

As migration system Lh eory or so 

soc ia l n e twork such as inform ation n w, rri 

important factors o[ a nd the d I Ion 

n etwork h e lps provid e support during p -r 

providing shelter a nd ma ke th e mi rat r 

Mil ler, 2003; Gotdon a nd Jong 2002' J , , 

to understand the dete rmin a nts [r t11 I 

study. 

) I c k h I c . 

I : 1 : iy, , I I h: It 

I()k I" jo \) , 

( ' lI : lI .' : 111 I 

' 0 1 t , 1 r I hi .. 

The existence of relatives in the urban to nl oll'fI[th pullfll lor ' ll :ll 

simplify migration to Dessie town . As the lttd r su ll 'ho o[ 

female migra nts arr ived at Dess i town b u Ilr th rr : n I h ' ir 

rela tives. Among these 24 migran ls, 13 of lh '.111 I1 11 ' I I c l1 : I I \( "(' I kil O\\, 

Dessie due to different purposes su h as vis iti ng r ' la Li :S, La gel 

education, health and m arket services, and rI a L d I' a son b 

came to a s m igra nts. 

3. 2 . 2. 3. The Kin and Peer Pressure 

Kin a nd peer pressure is one of the pu ll [ t rs hi h 

S t · ~ ma l mi gra n ls \,v 'IT fem a le migran ts in th e study area. ome 1m' s 

initiated by th e ir re latives and/or thei,r friend s h li v d in h urban 

area . 

There are few female migrants who have ma n I La ' u r d li[ ' in 

urban a rea . Wh en Ih ese women r turn t th ir vili ll , LIl , on \ Ton g 



message to young adu lts tha t th lif 111 urb 

rel a tives a Ile! fl' iend s ()f those r tUrn 
's mcr( .lIl '.'l h ' 

I h ' !-i l 1. til 
ch an ge they observed on thes f ma l ' inl mi r 

tl1l' \ " l1 t 10 

I ( h (' 

. \vh o 

visit their fa milies. As a resu lt, m ny rur 

migra tion of young adults a ::; on li v lih od 

that these attitudes were develop d by th 

h ave k ept in touch, who return to th v.ill. 

who h a ve visited kin a nd friend in urba n 
ill ' ''I" : 

r 'lS . 

interview, some of the key informa nt 

expensIve in town, t.h e fema le migr nt ' s m Lil 

ma ter ial or fin::m cial support bac k to th ir ra mil! 'S ill IIl( 1"1'1' ; I :11'( " 1.". 

Th e s tudy result a lso shows that som r mimi '1"; nl. ' 8 11W II ' 

ta rget tow n due to the pressure from kin and fri 'n ... A 

of the informants in ('he study area , in most ~ '~ 111 sl r J1 tI , I i " ' ; 1111 : 

were high ly exploited a nd mistrea ted nol nl th 'i ,- (' Inl 10 ' 1" ,' 11I11 

more importantly by their own kin or r la tiv f r unlimil d il11' a s in th ' 

foll owing case. 

Case 4 

My name is Meselech. I am 24 years old. I cam froll1 Amba l. J d id 
not attend my education in rural area. I was man1 d at the ag oj 
14 and later I divorced. I have two sister and nn broth r. y 
parents are famlers and they are living tog th r. / am urr n ly 
working on retail trade. I have been li IJing h 'r ill 0 ' i ' or 12 
yea rs. [.flee frol1l my rural uillaq du 10 the initio/ion oj 1111/ (lunt 
whell .';h(' cume It> ou r rural villoge to vis it h r r /0 1 il)(,5 . .'-;17 ' 0 ..... 1\ >cI 
my family to talee me with her promis ing to I t m go to s ho I wi h 
her children. I become extremely happl/ wh nIh (lrd thi n ws 
because I was diss atisfied with my divor . Afl. r [ am to D > Ie 

town, I was never allowed to go to chool. In t ad of that my aun 
and hr.r family toole me as house maid. I had no oth r all m atiu 
because J did not lenow the town. In addition, r did not wanl 0 go 
back to my rural village. So the oll ly ch i I had wa. /0 . P ~rl ny 
life with them; thus I spent 10 year going through I 1<; eliJjieul 
condition without any payment and edu ation. Myaulll old m tho 
after I had finisiled doing the works in h r hom , I had 

. {j 



clothes, make· ·inJera and do oth r Wor 
neighborhood in order to am am mon . I I ' 

. . Y 0 1 1M U ( (I 1(1 
othel baslcs. Th en, I began to do om hand 1"0 I: (//1c l I uld -;ou 
200.00 E TB. In a ll those year sh didY1 't 1d t h I / . ' . , L Im,. () (10 ( Il l( I 
have com~ to rC'o ilze thai ~h would n v'r S '1/(1 /'l l(' 10 '., ( 11001 

an /iI/lore. So, I rClIltzecl lha l r wo L d m! /ir: 1 '1/1 t II I I 
. . . ' J' / ()II ( 11 11/ I ll/() ( II I( 

COlll/ ul support rlly Jarrllly I hov anI m 11 'Y I j ' , II . I I 
. ' . . ' I/r 111 ( / I), IV IC ' I/ 

to ld my au nt that I am planntng La Lart (I moll I 1I,-; ;I1(,S , 1 h J l(liJol ' 
faml ly dl.d not allow me to do 0, and, h b Onl ) II 'n Il l( I y , III 
splte ~f her protest, I tarted the bu in . n ni:;hl, I W(lS 

prepanng the market good Jar n t m mine , I)LII I ' r I Ul l/ ICj ' / 

dau5Jhler sWltchrd the light oj! I r i d. La tI/ , I /I) " /i Ci /I o;lIi / 
and [Ju s t left her home and [ d cid d t fin i my /l 11l r. /1/111 /( ('{ ,II, I 
found a very sma ll room an J r nL d it fi I" 10. /:.TI p ' r II /(JI/ lil 
whlch was too much compared with my jil1.an i // CI il /. 

From the above case, one can under tand th I' Ira l ~ m ~ I " < r ' I i ,hi 

stimulated by other agents su ch 8S urb n r 

readily accept a nd b elieve wh at th ei r r I ti v t II th Ill. 

ma ny female migra nts found th r a li ty that LI I' r a '0 1 wh lh ' ir 

rela tives initi ate them to come to town is 0 xp l il l/ wi,- Inbor <1 1 ( fOI ' 

the sake o f th e innocent femal e migra n ts . M 'L1 , liw IlrbaJl I 

difficulty due to shortage of labor especial l in h u 

because t ura l females do not want to be hir d as h us 01S 

low paymcnt, social isolation , and work load ; ns' IU 1 LI" h uri ~n 

rela tives u sed the a bove process to re li ef from lab r .. 1 or t. J • 

Other informa nts in the study, such as, 1 1 1 , I rok rs <l 11c1 

government officials a lso mentioned that fema l mi gran t r of n 

mi sinformed by midd le ma n a nd by other agen t. ut lh . 18bor m~rl c( 

demand at destination a rea. Th ey fur the r xphinC' th< t rur~,' ~ 111 ;11fs 

h ave been initiated. by returned peer migrant 

promise of be tter life which was again st th 

mi sleading information, many of them a l'ri v 

mi streatm cn t a nd loss of money. Wh at mak 

in h 

r thiS 

g po ci 0 

r mil l , 111i mill nwv 



more difficu ll is that they ar - xp s d l sex la l h : r I,' 111 ' I t :\ 1 d l ilt'\, ; \1 ( ' 

even susceptible for different di se s -s, 

I I wh' Ih 'v 
More importa ntly, the rura l p opl 

simply h eard because of the lack of a,war n 

urban a reas, Th e rura l migrants in 0 ssi u 

mi sled by re turnees who look so good a nd w II 

b 

'(' n 

migra nt fem a le s have a chan ce to onta t with th Ir I Ill" ' I Is ~ I I ' l S 

a year a nd L1l cy go back to their birth pIn 

ri tua l ce rc ll1ol1i es / 'chele' a nd 'dem '/ to sl nd \. ith L1 w il' J'a n i i , rin g 

family vis it, th e fem a le migra nts c m with s 

finan cia l ,remittances to their fam ily, N t nl I i.' I It :11: r ' II'! ", 

appea red I () be well dressed, and th y 10 Ie nd I ' I m I 'n i%' I. Thnl 

ha s a grc(lt mot iva ti()n lo th e youn g gir ls LIS we ll : 1 ' Ill(' ril illili ',' ill 111 ' 

village , Furthermore , the return ees d s rib th t wn ti S a l[1 nd 

wh ere the 'social life' a bounds, where on [f I' wI h r h h<ls , 

and where everythih g is ava ilable , u ch m ths w r ~ tll a l ' I I 

returning migra nts who wish ed to build up their im8g ' :111 I til 'i r 

exploits; as a result, the fema les wb o live in th 

initia ted to leave their homes, 

The FGD I-cvealed that it was not on ly th - wron g Inrnrm:t ti on rr m th 

returnees hllt also re la hves of th e migran t's d s ire J' I ' hea p b l or w ( rr 

factors that triggered fem ale migration , Mor V ' I' , oth r a n ls (Iik 

traders, brokers and bar owners) were men tion d s 

made fem a le m igran ts decide to come to th t r ltv n 

considerin g what th ey will face in the destin ation , 

3. 2 . 2 . 4 . Urban Attraction 

Young rura l fema les ' tend to leave the count id in f or f 

urban cente rs, Th e existence amu sem n t ' nd I ti 

hat 

1 h Olll 

nn 

b I I' 



medicaJ fac iJi'ti es , bet! r edu c tion and tr inin g, I' lli ' 

individua l freedom ;IS well as 'n ' uTOW' 

urban centre a ttractive. Th k y inform n 

the now o f fem a le mi gra nts toward s urb n 

Th e rurCl I L'J m il ic s were a lso a knowl din g th 

fema le migrants h as 1)ecome a norm a l J I nom 'n II . 

1110 , I 11 ' I' .1 11(1 

I ' lk' lilt' 

The majority of the informa nts report d th 
th r ' n 

mi gra ted to th e ta rget town was to find a s impl a n nj 

Some of fe m a le migra nts Pl.lt urban a ltra U n 

to com e to Dessie. Thus , fema l 

is more active and they get in touch with m d 

female Hana whose age is 14 felt that 'EI : 

makes Dessie. p leasant'. 

3. 2 . 2. 5. Geographical Proximity 

1I1 , 

ia ll L ni I t 

Different writers supported th at, Proximity of th mbc 1 8 1 I l'ur8 ting 

a ffec t migr;\t ion processes (Tod a ro and Smi th , 200 r l; 8 81'1< 8 1lri '1It'Ir(' , 

1991 ; Hornby a nd Jon es, 1993 ). It is a lso tru in tIl s tu I 11 ' (', 1. l~ro l11 
the sample, more than h a lf of the informa n ts a l11 fr 111 th 

surrounding rural areas of Dessie town. More p ifi all , ab u of 

the respondent's origin a re around Dessie Zuria Wor f ru I' I a r (s' 

ma p 3) . 

They a lso mentioned that the decision to move to t wn w d t rml n d 

by its proximity and transporta tion cost to rea h l I h l r 

1966, in Pedraza, 1991:307) . From thi s w an und r. L..- nd that h r 

di stance fr(lrn th e nec'llC'st la rge lown has fa ~jli t l d I h 

migration . 
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As th e a bove figure shows, mos t- female JIll r nt 's origin I ,' I enr to tile 

surroundin g rurc~l area of Dessie town . How v r, 1 0 m ' r th I 111 • 

from relative ly far from Dessie town such a s D J nt n, ra int [ 8 11 I 

Lalibela. 

On the ot hel' h a nd , th e proximity a llowed ~ nl'll C' l11i ran .' hav 

frequent contact with their rura l family a nd to fulfill :-;0 111 oblige ti n 10 

extend finan cia l assistance. The main tena nc of los hom 

commun ities has been s trengthened by tran p rta ti on link For 

in s ta n ce, Illi gration 1'01' Ayn alem W <:.lS cOI1 !:l id ' r d U . · I tl h ' 1110 t' I frolll 

bedroom to the sitting room. She came from Rug \.v l i h i. 1. rs 

away from Dessie town. She visited her family in Ru a r rl 

says : I can a ttend family ritual ceremonies, {chel 'and 'd m' 3 . 

is a lso a n easy way for migra nts to return to rur 

become sick or fail to get employmen t or, v. h n th fa th cI 

problems . Mehuba is a lso a nother informa n t worki ll h u m8id 



servant. Her or igin is Ha ik whi h is 0 kil ol 

ca n go to h er rura l fa mi ly when sh fa h 

Dessie when 'she feels better. 

lr 's ; 1\ : 1 10 111 1' , ,' I( ' Sill' 

n ba I< to 

3. 2. 2. 6. Rural Families Perception towards Migration 

Migration was ta ken a s a norm rath r th 1 th 

Ethiopia because it is pa rt of family 

2007: 3 7), In the issue of female migra n t , . mi li ',' ~, ( ' I l 

th e out migration of young females; ommuni ti 

migra tion s trategi~ s : . Their stra tegie' 

migrants who have kept in touch , who I' turn t h vi II 

by villagers who have visited kin a nd fri -nd in 11l ( IL . Fro .' I 

mi gra nts expbin that :~ I though lif is xp nsiv in Ie VII , Ih ' r ll n I fc :11' 

mi grants se nd ::;ome U lin g eith er maL ri a l 

rural fa milies. In depth interview with wom -11 ffai rs Iii 

females tend to b e more reliable th a n th ir ma l ounl ~ rp rt ' \, ith r ar I 

to sending mon ey a nd kee ping thir ties with th fa n il 

In -depth in le rvi ew with e ld er 's a lso revealed Lh8(, Liw I'll r ~li ,'() (' idi ~ s h ~ 1 (' 

not been in terested to send their ch ildren to tOW l , 's p ja il a l ng th 

Muslim communities r They have been less likel t 

household , partly becau se of Islamic t ach in th 

independen t fem a le activities; ra ther they giv to me rri f g '- t r 

th 

Contrary to this, l~~~t fem a le migra nts to De s i t wn r Mu s lims . Til 

stUdy a lso asserted that, Muslim migrant a r 

Christian fo ll owers . 

m r x C' ' 

J'chele' and ' d ' t a l ceremon ies bOlh 111 rllral and U I ban area 01 'dern' a re commonly practice n U 

Wa ll o, 



However , from individual intervi w, in m r Ira l 

unpleasa nt socia l a nd cultural . ndilion) r m 1 " \V ( r ' n(, in I fr m til ' 

rural without family's recognition . But, in m c: S t ' • m lh \ ' ' J' ' 

mi gra ted through rura l family's recognition . 



CHAPTER FOUR 

PROBLEMS AND SURVIVAL STRATEGIES OF FEMALE MIGRANT IN 

DESSIE TOWN 

4. 1. Problems/Challenges 

The rura l fe m a le migrates to Dessi town b UBI. ( I Vllrlo l R u ll f, (or .' 

a t destination . The~e may in clude the promis f I ' 

opportunities su ch as the pos ibili ty If j b (( n 

schooling (Illd better life . Bu t, the u rban ntr rw- ,Iv provid .' \ I n( ( W ' 

aspire to ge ( , a ncl , I S a resul t fem'tl e rni rcll1l. ' (' ' I () " c! 10 v:lrioll .' 

problems a nd ch allen ges , even mor wor e th I wll d l th ' 

in th eir p lace of ori gin. 

The most s ignifican t ch a llen ges to mi gra n ts of p pI ' fr m ll1 ' 0 111( 1 

side to th e cities , u su ally to a s ingle larg l wn lik ' a r ' 

u nemploym en t a nd und eremploymen t, pover ty , hou.' ing pro!)1 m illn . s, 

working lon ger hour ,. bad living condi tion and oth r hal l ng s lirr r n I 

from their h ome village. 

In terms or gendq dim en sion , fema le migra n ts f I with mor prabl m.' 

than ma le mi gra nts . They a re vuln erable to ge nd r iJns I li s rimin a (ioll 

111 wages a nd la bor ma rket sector s which re erv lh most r p iti 

un skilled (Inc! (ediou s job. Th ey mostly work in the inform nl fir 

experience long working h ours for a very low \ ag' , un -I 

dangerous working conditions, and psychologi a i, ph s i a J a nd 

aggression. Da ta from informa nts a nd case studi s 

mi gran ts in th e study a rea have been confron t d ith lh 

challen ges of urba n en vironment as well as b bei n on 1 f me I 

r (I nc! 

r 

mm on 



• 

4. 1. 1. Unemployment and Underemployment 

Un employ m e,nt is on e a nd comm on prob l m in I) ', .. i 

aggra va ted by mi gra li on a nd 

a lso find uut the number of un 'mploy d r ' n! i1 (' , 

increasing from time to time in the town ( , 

2005; NUPI, 2007). As Yoh a nn es, (2005) In hi s 

numbe r o/" migra nts estimated to be m a r th n 4 'X, 

the town, whic h exacerba ted the prevalen ; of un III 

Simila rly, informa tion from in -depth int rvi w will r' 
key informant (Social and La bors a ffa ir xp 

rura l females have difficulty in gaining aC I~ s t th 

t v. I 

because of th e following m ajor reasons , Firstly, th(' w rkil 

migra nts in the urba n centre is de termin d by th ir sk ill , 

status, a nd work experience. There a re more ki ll ~ CI p' pi In t 

hi I is 

:o; tucl i(' , 

, ()lIth ;ti'(' 

11( ',' • 

1'1 ( t 

n () 

in ru ra l (l 1"('ClS w h ic h ma ke th~ unskill ed rura l r 'lll UI " h,w(' lif 1 III it · .. 

gaining access to th e urba n la bor m81"ket. S c ndl , :lIl Lural vet r ie liol1 o f 

rura l migran ts and lack of informa tion tend to fa lor for jol 

opportunity. Thus, the only choice of femaJ ffit i ' t ' I 

employee! or pa rticip~ltin g in urba n informal s tor~ L am In m ~ll1d 

survive the urba n life, 

Job opportunity is less for fem ale migrants , who h v h ildr n b II 

employers mostly do not want to hire femaJ mt r811t i h h 11" 

h b · th i r hi I d rn a children, as they would fear that t ey may rin g 

working place. This is mostly common a mong liv -in m ti rk r 

With k 'il din du d rura l regHTd, to u n d eremployment, the un s 1 11m 

fem a le mi g ra nt in [J('ssie town , tend to b tow · 

a re living in the town . Even though the exist n 

pni cJ \i ark I" S \. hil (hl~ 

r i n~ r. al \i rk nds 



to be high er for fem a le tha n ma l ( 
), I h ' ,' i ll n '(' ( ' 1 ( ' 

lower wages a nd m a kes diffi culty to ov r th 
lI i1 coci s 

Migrants, not only face with poor p ym n t but h 
rill t I . 

security, high vuln'erability a nd few ben fi ts in h . in~ rm s s . 

Th e res ult of interviews with domesti rv In Hh 0: 1 () 
" 

th em reJl ect that they earn low wage s (av r 11'1' I r m OIl( 11) 

when th ey compare it with their phys i al x lui l , (I lt' 

a re loaclcdwith p le llty of hou s hold worle: w8shln ' d i. I , , I '; \nin g 

rooms, pn.:pa ring roods Cl nd drinks, m' kit I I ' i1ild l t' 11 to 

schools a nd receivin g, etc. They a r w rkin I >n g I' ho I' I ul (I (' ; 1'( ' 

dissatisfi ed with the wage . As Meser t, 2 

Dela nta expla ined: 

'- I"S 

I wa s loaded with various elome ti ' worl s, I W({ ' OIWOl ' bu ' I 

working dusk till midnight. J earn only 60 Birr p r m nLI1, I'll y h tl 
no concern to my hea lth while J wa worl in!] tir / ) ,' /y . Th Y w k ' 
m e up early in the morning to prepare br akJast and to l n Lh 
room; then th~ routine continues ti ll mid night. M!J '" 1/?/Oy ' rs cia 11 0 / 

treat m e as a 'human being', Lastly J becom icl al1 i J I it Lh j b 
d 'l e to hea.llh problem. 

I' 111 

Most commercial ' sex workers have a lso xphdn d th t la k f jol 

opportunity as we ll as unfa ir payment, mi str RI m nl of 

major reasons to be sex workers besides p <T illill;llion . S imil rl , th ' 

live-out hOLisem a id a nd da ily !-:I.borer who a r ' \V rI in g on 'onlra ' L t o 

different households a nd those migra nts workin I ill th rn 

low incom e . But, they earn better than the live-in d m ti 

4 . 1. 2. Urban Poverty 

Chronic poverty is not a n exclusively rur I pro I m' hi gh lv 

. I is mu h mol' con centrated in urban a reas too. Poverty In rur<'l c I' 

pronounced because a s more migrant want to 

move to c itie s in search of better oppor tuni tie I r 

h 

h pr bl m of 

6. 



poverty does not disa ppear but r th r th 
r ' 11 11n .. orm . 1 lo " b.l ll 

poverty a~ , a fem a le earn low wag wi i h , \Ilk I in ! ( r It v"'~' 
condition. Thus, fc m;de migra nLs in th d 'sli l [I t iOll (ll ( ' I \ It h urb.1I1 

poverty. 

Most of the informa nts expla in ed about th k f 

basi c n eeds as well as to help th eir fa mi li e . Th . 

th e existing various informal sectors th t Is n 

" 111 tlw lJ' 

necessities: buying foods, hou se r nt p ym nl ;111! I II il1 g. h i .. i : 

rightly explajned by migrant Lubaba a s b 1 w. 

Luba ba is 19 years young fema le from Ha ik. h h I":i c hit 1'1< in' 

on the stree t (seqing vegetables) around Robit. I ; 1: ; 1 

live-out housemaid which was not suffici nt t r drill 

her child. She is tending to start s llin sh' I no' no £111 

enough initia l capit;ll to start business. Thu s , a ~ : il cO in ' n i.' in 1(' I I 

she co lledcd n early perished vegetabl s from meld l ' rom 

vegetable logging cars . Some times she buy n art rish ~ CI 

with leasl price a nd sells it to urban poor ustom I' (La mi ra l " r ,til' '(\ 

and h elpless women, beggars, and female poor h 1.1 ' rs). 

As the above case shows, female migrants are found in S 1'1 U ' P rt In 

the urban life. Those fema le migrants who carn La 0 s:i ' lo\, n lu e 10 

family poverty, thei·r first motive have been to impr 

to offer material and financial support to th eir f mili 

ir lif nd th n 

after joining the town life, they become low in L' In 

situation did n~t ~llow to-do their earlier expecta tion '. Th i 

in urban centre there is also poverty which is d lhr u 

job oppo rlLlIlity , low in come, poor hou ing '011 liLi n , lac l 

services, and high l'Ost of living. For this , the r Il o\ rin Z 

very exe mplary to show the extent of urban pori 
lh < .. h 

Dessie town. 

n r ry, 

of socral 

r cd "' 
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Case 5 

I a~ 21 years old and J am from War him 1/). 

lwellhood zs based on sub ist nce farming. I mi d 1771 

whe n J was 10. I gave up my ducationfrom li d . 2 11 I n 1,(' () 
support. I have two szsters and one broth r. I cam ' to D i IOWIl 
before two ' years ago so as /0 help my moth ~r. I am liu ' ul 
domestrzHc wor)k er. I did not know the town D i . b ifi r , ul my 
cous in awa has been selling home-mad fi od. J ~ /rtrl 'd I rkin( 
as mazdservan/ In h~r makeshifl restaurant. 8u I I liel fl ol ;; .1 (lny 
paYl/l entf~r my servIces. [realized that J an not hi'll) 1Il1/lnolhl '" in 
th is :-; lluoIIOll. In the meantime, I wa in/rodu . I III (I ilion I h 
was () cus tom er 10 my cous in ' small re taw·an l. 1/ . I " / c/o ilz 
laborer, too. He approached me, and h offi I' d t m , n m . '/'11 (1 " r 
left my cousin to live with him. After that I con iv d hi hild. h 11 

he has co,:,"e to realize that I am p regnant, h b tra 1 d m . If!} nlz 
fate remamed to be to work as a hou e maid. I ho. 1 ( w,. till (h 
last ~tayes oj my pregnancy. When my t -'rm I' a h ',' to liv "/ 111 
womu n who hired me f orced me to I 'Ov I) V(JI(' I (jew ' "'i/·I III. 
Because I was not fil enough to do so mu h w rl 011 (.1 'he L 0 , ' 1/ t 
ready to take care of me and my up-coming I ab!). 'I'll ,., or ', lh 
only place I had to go to was the local chur h yard wh ' I' J 'ould G " 

at least something to survive for about 40 day . Th n J h I i 1111 

baby in the church yard, thanks to the faithful wh h lp d m L ith 
Jood and clothing. Soon after I had given birth, I h gan to r a/iz 
that life had become even more complicoted to th " fd t thot J LUa ' 

responsible to provide care and safety to th nl ~w IJorn IJohz . . c.,' , J 
began to look for any job. Unfortunately, no one wOllt "d to hir m _ 
a woman with a new born baby - even as a hou maid. La tty, I 
found a small dilapidated room to sh.ar with anol h. "r f rlW/ " 

migrant for rent with 15 Birr per month.. Now [ nm runrl In g variou ' 
type:, oj" johs including bakin9 'injera', wo s /l ill9 clolhes el . 

Ho w(' [lcr, the w cuJe is 11 0 1 adequate enough to s u. ' Ioill I/IZ life Cl nd 
my buUy 's basic needs. 1 and my baby had no IJ/"O/Jer 'loth . to 
wear; w e have a miserable life. So, J even som tim s ud to go to 
mosque on Fridays in order to find some h Ip (h rough cial 
network with the rich p erson. 

The above case shows tha t migrant females hay (' 111 Lo 

because of rural poverty but they a lso face urban I ov rt Fin n i'l l 

constra ints to buy food and clothes, sharing rooms pi 

carin g for a child alone and seeking aid are sam of th th 

are associated with the socio-economic problems and p rt. 



4. 1. 3. La,ck of Basic Needs and Social Services 

Unlike the rural economy, urban economy i 

oriented; a ll con sumable and non con urn bl 

money. Fe ma le migrants came to Dessi t.own wilh 

th eir rura l a rea i.e . only labor and un, ki ll d rm I kn wi 

they tried to do informal jobs and am l ast w g ' N. 

income a nd other resource (skill, educati n, n 

unemployment a nd underemployment in th 

1'0 J11 

earned fro m the informa l sectors is not nou) h I fu lfill lh Jr I :l:ic 

needs. Th is is be<e:ause the costs of urban consu ma l I 

the capacity of migrant's purchasing power. 

Th e study ;liso show~; that mostly mi grAnl r mtd ' dl I Jl( l I I' ' p U I" 1111<' /'(1 

in the renLed houses because th ey can not ~ rf r l llll' h ~I. ' il g I wilh 

their low income (th e pri ce of minimum of 10 ki los L rr is J11 r II ; In 

100.00 ETB). In addition, making in}era needs various in r di n 

could be di fli culL Lo make injera in the rent d hou ' '. Thu ' th ' W() II I 

prefer to buy a ready made one. A price of singl 'in} r t ra l 1 I rr 111 

ETB to 2 ETB and 50 cents. 

Moreover, as th ey mentioned, the recent phenom r Ii in g 

make thei r life more difficult to consume enough a nd qu li t 

as meat, eggs, milk and other items. Aregash (from MoL) i ' 3 

whose work is d a iiy'laborer reports that, 

'inje ra .beshiro' is mine and my daughter's ammon meal. , am 
tim('~, [ [live injera or dabo to my daugMer bUl r ca l roost 'ci r af 
(Ico/II), euen the (Iai /y income that I have earn. d I 110/ ef1oLl~h to b~y 
available foods like cabbage and potato prop rly . m tlln .... , 

. . d . d me lh r nl a 1 and am house owner's where I lwe rn emlse 
rich n eighbors offered us feasts (meat and man y) at th 

ho/yday. 

rs 01 I 



Fema le migra nts a lso rema rked that th pr bl I f hil } 1: ) I1l ' l 

constrain ts in the urban centre. Most n rur d 
from their origin, the cloth with only they w 

fash ionab le as urba n dresses. Simil arly, j h 

and they worn plasti c' s hoe!::>. Th y ca n n 

shoe at the course uf their arriva l b " 

from their rura l homes with small amount 

tran sport cost. Even a fter they adopt th ' urb 

new cloth es and shoes easily due to short 

hand , employers did n ot become in t T sl. d t 

:1m ' 

( I It 

f m n ( (I ' " 

ho do 

not wear clean clothes . Fatuma is 17 y a rs y 111 frorn T ' I I H , or l ill :1.­

a house m a id said: 

When [ was hired as a live-in hou e maid, my to 
talec s hower and then s he gave me her habll1 h 
du mped my cloth in the garbage. 

Housing accommodation or shelter requiremen c arriv I is nl 

the immediate n eeds of migrating femcu b !:lid , lh ir ful I long 

staying pl;l('c s . Accordin g to th e inform ation fr ,n bl'ol c r:-> , hOlls ' r 1 ( '1'\ 

and field ubservaliu ll, fem a le rni grCl nl :->, wllO h;JVl' 11 01 rc l:lti 'S 111 til · 

town the brokers took them temporarily 'mad ria b "I' or pri 

renters . Th ey rented the house with low pnce I. fr m 1 t 

h u > 

Irr r 

day. The rented room is small, unclean and not u itabl for pin It 

has no bed a nd any proper clothes. Migra nts s im pl LIS d th 0 1 n 8 1 : 

by u sing th eir clothes as coverlet . As W /0 Dessi who is r ntin a h us 

around Segno seIer explained: 

Before they come to Dessie, both male and femal migrants ~tnk 
tha I they ca n t/et a job as soon as they anw . '-/OIU r, t hmg 
wou ld not tum~ut as they expected and even !I tlillg m d t 'h It r 
becomes very ' difficult . As a result , the migrant had to hap v ry 

II . 0'( men and women who cia not know ach 
sma room In groups 'J ' I th floor 
other before, [/1 these small rooms the migrant ~ . P 11 . h 

, , l t'h they hal) Th ey 1((// 111 U covering them WIth whatever co es ' . 



condition until they get a job. Even th 11 it may b ' 
pa rt~ c."larly for women migrants to find man y t f? 
add/tum to covering the cos t oj their meal b 1I 

migrant::; came flOm their rural hom ,; w ith S Ill /I 
money . 

More importa ntly informa tion from city admini t r 

Dessie town a dministra tor has destructed th old s tt I m 

to the n ew urban planning strategy and program . AH h 

destruction a nd popUlation in Tcment a r ~ nou ' 

1m 1111/ 

providin g housing; services and infra structure f r thl' r Hid n tH '1 

the newly incorporated kebeles. Th e rura l-urb nnw.!. ' 

hou sin g p rolJl'em in th e town. Mos t town's dw II rH Ilvl ' In 1 

or 

renLed fro lll illciivicll l;ils / priv:iI<: IIOLI SCH/ or frolll 1)1' (11 Iv .. W l 10 1 :1\,( ' 

Kebele h ou ses. 

Yoh a nn es (2005) in his study "Pove rty in Urban lJoli ~ ' hal I. : 7'11 

Dessie Towll. " explains tha t th e living house of Lli 

cha racterized by poor sanita tion and unh a lthy Iw u 'in con Ii i n .. . 

About h a lf of the households have no toi let , ba thin g a n 1 Wtlt ' I' ' IPI I . . 

Migration to the town also aggravated the probl m. NUPI ( 0 7) r J art 

also sh ows as the town is highly dense a nd over r wd d whi h i .. 

unhealth y fo r living and working. 

Similarly, from field observation and interview wi th in d ivid I f mal ' 

migrants in the study area make clear tha t migran t Ii in inform I an 

sha nty house s which have no toil ets and wa t J' fa :il it i l 0."' n th 

urban Kc bcj e houses a re long aged whi ch a re n l r cI n ~l r 

inhospita ble to live in. The m a in reason th a t fore d new mi ran ls r 'nl 

such kind of houses is due to housing problems in lh wn n 
hi h 

cos t of rc n led houses. Migra nts tried mostly to bo l n 

income to survive the urban life. For this , they a r r r d 

made from wood , grass, and plasti c ma teri als lh L XP 

e l l' . \ i h 

r ' n ~ ho I S 

d h m fo r 

o 



various diseases , like acute wa ter diarrh 

diseases . Tsega is 26 from Oaint and h 

expla ined : 

mm J1 • Id . I r 1:11 'r! 

h t\ hi l lr n. : h -

I WII sharing a h()use as a 'debale' w ith d . t J' I . . I .10 (' C' II10 c' 1/1/{/, ( I/ 1I .<; 
cons tstl1lg of, two ol~ beggar women, two migrallts, 111 It : , /11 /1 
laborer. I pmd 30 Bzrr p er month. It i a v ry I di ll i 1 
wztho~t wzndows .. Sometimes the inmate quarr I with 
Especwlly my chzldren fight with other 's childr n. If n n ml 
~as c:au?ht wIth con:m.on cold, all w ould g t it /I . _ till W ) r 
lwmg wIth the eXIstll1g problem becau tun d /I t htl v ' nth ,. 
alternatives. 

From th e a bove explanations a nd fi eld ob '- rv lion It 111 ;11 

poor housing condition and sha rin g in glc r m i h 

individuals resulted in socia l cri ses and h alth prol 1' l1Is . 

In addition , they .qre exposed to theft a nd Otll r vi ol n '. II , I 

years old from Kutaber and Aynalem, 17 y ar!-l Id fr m u 

workers. They rented a house which is highly d -t no 

protect the co ld temperature at night which xpn rd th m l ' 10 I '­

di seases , tIlel violen ce. They rent th e house to telk 'c1 uil r s l f r ni gh! 

bu siness, or Lo take res t when Lhey feel sick, nd 1 h ' al ~o u ~' it \\1 11 ' 11 

they lost business . As Hawlet and Aynalem m n ti n ct , b u f lh 

nature of their work, they left thei r house every night. Ho r, h los 

all household goods a nd clothes because of th O f. 

Similarly, on the issue of social services, female migran t ha n ' S 

to education and health facilities. As individual a nd FOO 111 ' 

showed, the rural female migrants thou.ght to have a s t du 

opportunity and health service while they cam 10 0 s ' i to n . u 

among the s~~i~ of 60 female migrants ', in 19nifi cant f 

females (only six of them) had a chance to get edu tion al opportun i 

the evenin g progra m. 



Concerning to health services, the on ly gov rnm n r 

Sou th Wa llo zone is found in Dessi . OU t t ils 

linkage to its surrounding a rea, people from II th 

rr ho ' pi ( I III 

Wollo a n d th e other . nearby region s (e.g. Afar) Ll LI h 

2007). Thus, the situa tion is more diffi cu lt to mi gr nlH 

hospita l se rvi ces . 

4. 1. 4. Prejudice and Discrimination 

Migrants ha ve h ad va riou s socio-economic nd ' \ il l II' 

before come to th e tmvn s lh a t crea te d iffl u ll l 8 Itl DI I Ih ' ll 

settin g eas ily . Un skilled rural fema l s r d iscrin li nr led if 

111 I .. 

access to th e urban la bor market. Migran t fr m rur I r r '8, II ' th ' 1' 

cultu ra lly a nd socia lly dis tinct or not, r vu ln ra bl" 

characterized as uncivilized and rough . Not only lh l I Il 8 1 ' 0 lh 

with verba l h a rassment. From FO D in te rvi ws, mi gr nl!-l 

refl ect th e ir idea on the decline of social position r d is rimin L l i ist · 

in the urban communities . More specifi a lly LI 11 am T ' , II" 

generally n ot wa rm-h eartedly we l com~d . They a r ~ xp ri n ilh 

urban prej udice a nd discrimin ation in term s of lh II' a '(ion n I worel 

when th ey s peak', dressing style, their knowledge n th u ri an lif a nd 

related cases . Nelma is young 16 years old from Hllrbu a nd v rking as 

housema id sa id : 

Mada m trained me how to prep are salad and he gClv m to ha v 
it but I s aid 'hossa new ' (it is not testy); a ll th Jw nily laugh Cit m .' 
They als o laugh at me at my rural {{uncultivat d " rural Amha/1c 
accent. 

They a sse rted th a t, it is a lso diffi cult for new mip, rants to c dapt to I h(' 

new en vironment with the new u rban technologie' a t th l im f h ir 

arriva l. 



A s Misay e, a y ou ng girl of 19, from rural ar a . , 
as hou sema id exp lains "f a If. " . oj L to, CU1 t o/lol1(j 

. , .171 no ) amlilar wl lh I 
hou~ehDld goods an.d their u a e F . I II tlr JOII mod m 
TV ',. . t ' . g. or m . Ian , I /' rl II n l flOW holt, 

1. , I'" 0 71 anr / oj] w ith u rell'lO le C . t I' . 
reji-il j(;t"a l()r w ere strange I ' I 0 1/ TO , U , QUI ' ()f 1/1 '1/1I r)'; (1/1(1 

t ,'. b ,r " 0 m c. am 11m s IJr'col II ( ' (I I(I(I(IIIIIH/ 
s oc \. ecau se 0) my Ignorance. om lin' [ .' '. . 

, r 71U' ~('U ' I ' "tICI SIn 
and abuse from my emp loyers. One day [ . J . . h . . aw mar am ul a 1 I I 

Ja r In t e refngerator, and in the next day J a l a pu I t h rm i" h 
ref n rlera tor. Madam was ins u lting me as 'balag ' ( . '1' ) . . . r U 11 1/)( 1% . 

As th e a bove expl a n a tion in dicated, rural r m;;\1 mi gr . t r . II 

discrimina ted a nd ill -treated by the urban dw II r ~ wi h l ' ir in " 

dressing. a nd words which lead to psy ha l i ' ~ \I I 'l ' ri )I":ILi) 1 : 111(1 

fru stra tion . 

4. 1. 5. Physicaj' and Sexual Exploi.tation 

Female m igrants m ostly exposed to differen t ph 'in !l 11 , 

exploita tion . (J ne of th e cen tra l issues raised by fern de mil/ r'u I ' . Lh . 

degree to whic h they experience physical and . x 181 in th ' 

stu dy a rea . Both interviews and focu s group reslJ Il in cl i ' L 's hal a ll11o:-;l 

all female mi gra nts who a re engaged in variou s informal j high l 

exploited a t th eir working places a s well as in th r n t d Ii ing r m I 

different group of in d ividu al : burgla r, brok rs , mid II m ' n , m 10. ('I'S , 

un ethical polices, even by th eir urban relatives/kin. 

According to th e t~,O Kebeles (01 and 09) Poli ~ ta tion hil I cl nd 

Women Protection Officer in-d ep th interview, childr n nd m n c r 

victim s of differ ent violence. Many new fema le mi gr n Ls ar hi 

harassed by burgla r s a nd by their employer ' a v 11 th r r up of 

individu a ls. The re srarch er a lso observed tha L a b.' ' nc 

for victim re m a les ill police stations make th p r bl 

becau se wh en new victim migrant females cam 

they h ave h a d only som e professional advic . Th 

t h lion 

rri r did no off r 



I 

waiting rooms in the police station to prot d th m fl 111 

The problem is more difficult to female migr nl h h. 
S, w 0 .1 

Dessie or m ay quit their rela tion due to variou 

As to th e case of housemaids , the paym nt lhcl l II 

satisfactory with th e la bor that they exert d , Til 81' 

, I ( I ' I ~ i 

, r 

heavy works beyond: their capacity for a longer il II'. A LI 

working longer hour and work load/heavy work wit h sm II p 

resulted in h ea lth problem , 

Mulu is (J 19 years old ji-om Kobo, now worl ill!} C/ ,'i l i ll ' oul 
housemaid in different houses around gn " '" . lill " ' hOl i ll q 1 

sma ll room with two individuals. She has on dauglil r . . 'h /ici ' / 
have been working as live-in domestic servant lor m r thcm S 11 ' 11 

yea rs . J have got nothing but serious illn . I hew l'icll1 y / 1'0 /) / ' 111 , 

As yuu see me, I can not walle properly, and my iI/II S oggrOIl I • 
when I do heavy works. But, I am also d.oing " 0 1!J /Vo rl ' lId l (J 

baking injera and washing clothes . II J top th w()rl\, II L 1 aul / 
f eed my daughter and my self?" 

( (' , 

'S 111 

I I 

On the issue of sexual harassment, from k y inform nts in -d I h 

interview, POD with CSWs a nd individual interview it i:::; r l iz d lh t l h ' 

extent of vulnerability was determin ed by their job a nd duration In lh e' 

town besides common vulnerabili ty. That mel3.ml, I Ws AI" hi hi 

vulnerable than daily laborer, street vender and dmn sli s rv 11 n I 

new comers ar e a lso more vulnera ble than those who H t ~1 ' a I ng 1m , 

Th e ma in I'C ;l son for vuln era bilil.y or CSWs fema l- nli l'.1'fI1l1 i!-l lJ ' [l USt' of 

the n a ture of their work. They mate differen t u 10m r ' \ h ha 

different conduct and behavior. They faced phys i icl l, v rb I 

sexua l abuse such as insulting and beatin g. Th eir uslol11 rs 

have sex with out condom, they snatched , cleni d and h f 

money. Not only this but also CSW migrant fem' t1 H 

other groups such as 'jeblo' or 'suq bederetea ', who r 

mobile business, street boys, burglars, and ev 'n som unpr 

s 

fo r ' c1 to 

all 

io 



policem en . .As Toyba (from wereilu), 

worker exp la ins: 
14- '~ r I 

Similarly , another informant called Bethlch m (fl" m Al< ' h 

year-old sex worker"said: 

I was introduced to a man when r wa worl iILg I I. I da ilt I Ii 
H:: IS a pO/I.c.eman, and we s tart to live tog ther ill rll y r III ' ,. 
SIX months late r, he completely changed hi 0 /1 Iv t. f{ . WCl 

crue l to me that he warns me and beats m }-ff ' t Ik owen 
money that I get from my daily labor. Wh /'l e i ' 1' I 1' ) ' is t 
t hrc'u l (~n s to s end me to prison using his authori!.v . 1/ (' /I .l/ , l Ie ' I 
all Illy hOlls ehuld goods a lld clothes whil '" J II/ (I S (J ill ,}' h() III '. I 
d iu lI 'l Iwue any m oney, so J had to s tart lif e ji'rJ III .' mlch ( IC lilt . 
This was the situation which led l71e to b om " '0 171171 r ial 
worker in order to s urvive. 

I , 

Live-in house maid fema le migrants also faced s xual h a rassm ~ nl from 

their emp loyers. This is because female migra nLs wan t La hav 'a~ 

work, for this they prefer to work as housema id In unm a rr-i . I ind i i lual 

male h ouseholder. This is because mostly urb n ~ mal indi i lua] 

householders are not hiring a house maid rath r the would d h m 

activities themselves. But, males have no exposu r to 0 k nd \J , h 

clothes a mong the Ethiopian society. For this , j he. t nd to hir dom 

workers . Simila:r'ly, domestic workers have a great in ter t to 

bach elor 's home or 'wende late bet' than fema les nd f mil 

rk in 

because th e re is frcedo~ of moving, visitin g th ir fr i 'nel s ond r la i ' 

and the work is a l:;o easy. However, those inforJl l:1 11 j . hir 'd in U ' lid ' 

l f d ',',exuaJ 'n ,' lr;1 m n fr m h Ir ate bet' or bachelor 's home ace 

employer . commonly faced not on I m l indi idual In 
This is 



householders but a lso in family hou ses althou h lh 

condition is verified by the following case . 

Case 6 

My name is C!enet. I am 20 and 1 came from Lalib [C/ . I did n I ha 
the opportunzty to .attend school. I have two i t rs (I n I 11 I?r /" r. 
My porents w ere /armers. Now they are old and p // re( l . ' t ill' 'II/ I.' , I 
am U!o rlCl llg a s s treet /Jenc/or "yu.!il." cUin g /J gdn /ll '8 :lI 1 ' / ' CIS 

tomo /n , uncI ol11on arounc/ R()iJit ,'-;tre t. I com ~ / /)r ','.· i' /) , ' ('(111 ., () 

awoll1an wh.o has an intimate rela tion to my Jam ily (!lag r iU). , 'I I 
found m e a .lob to work for a man who i worl in} ill DO mm III 
office. He was a bachelor and after Jew day oj my (J ll illol 111 ' JlI , il ' 
s tarted playing with m e and he asked me to many him. I Ii" 
and I told him that I am his servant and h W0 8 CI 9 U ' 171111 '111 

employee and tho L we could not go togethe r. In addition , I told him 
that marriage was not my priority at the lim . B :1/1 ' f ' I f ' lt (4 1,lIfl ' 
responsibility to help myoid poor par nt I a 'II I/O m '. III I" 
ins is ted and sexually harassed me. Lastly I I ift his I, u il h I 
ge tting my wages. Then, I went to my relativ agoin Ih I Ih L 

w oulu find m e another job in a family ' hou . Th r an w hy 1 
wanted to work ·in a family's house was that b Ii 'ving that livin 
within family would be safer than living in a bo h lor" hou . 
Then, I have got a job at family's house. After J hall W rl- d t 
for 15 days, however, the elder boy of my mp/o.'l r did ill/ilar 
sexual harassment. The boy sexually hara d m Ji- qu ntly 
whe ne ver his parents w ere out. As a result, I d iel d /0 I av tho t 
family and I tried to shift my /i /Jelihood. Finally, r .<l tn!'t 'd worl il1g a 
a s treet vender. I rented a room/or 40 birr per montll. 

Genet 's case shows 1I1 a t, female migra nts face being , pJoiL'd 1"0 1' • 'xLlcli 

intercourse by the employer when they hire them U~ h Oll ' ma id '. Thi ~ 

resulted in psychological and physical problems of migran t . 

Daily labo rers and s l reet vendors faced with sexu al h russm n t from 

their cou n te rpa rt m a le da ily laborers , burgla rs, a nd from in Ii id 1 

the host community. According to Aregash's (from Mot), a d '1 I 

h rl ' in th explan ation , sh e coupled with daily laborer W os - W .\. 

construction field and they started to live together. The ha 

after a ll s he heard that he has a wife and two 

background and then separated. 

hi ldr n in hi rur I 



3. 1. 6. Vulnerability to HIV / AIDS and Oth S 
. er exually Transmitted Diseases 

With growin g urba niza tion, female mlgr nl 

in creasin g lawlessness and human right abu s 

countries (ILO, 2004). Most female migrants f 

" ' IT 

In s 

, 1'1 

til . 

It i: 
also clear tha t mobile persons can become vuln rElhk 

infections through the migration process (10M, 200 ). 
III (1 1 I (11('" 

This was a lso true · in the study area. Key inf rmru l ' 1" ) ri ou: 

profession s (FSCE worker, women affa,ir<; offi c, h ~ Ilh ffi ' r) 

that female migrants are vulnerable to HIV / AI ~ nn d oth ' r ,' 1;11 1 

transmitted diseases than male . 

Birtukan , 26 years old female migrant from oru Is I g I ('x '111 1 lei I', ' 

Initia lly, s he rl ees ii-Din her rLlr ;..d fllmili es d ue La (" 11'1 IIl nrr iu I ' • • 11 , '()( 

married at the age of 11 and faced a lot of difficul ti s. \ 'h ' ' m ' 

town to her uncle. He has wife and two childr n. Bu t, h r un 

mistreatecl h er. She left her uncle home and w nl La olh r r 'la Liv ' , " I ( 

had borrowed her 100.00 Birr to start a small btl in ess. Th n sh ·'te rl d 

to sell spices in 'segno', 'robit' and 'arada ' local ma rket pI a ., ' h 

rented a house with 40 ETB per month . She was abu s I b li ff r ntm ' 11 

and sh e becomes victim of HIV. Now, she has on dau ht r. Lif i 

difficult for the people who are living with HIV / AID lik Bi rlukan an 

has ra ise a daughter without support even her lln I eli I not an to s(" 

her. She h a d a' serious shortage of money La reed h rs' lf nd h ' l" 

daughter . 

As the a l)(we case indicates female migrants ar vu ln rob '" to 

specific problems in urban area, They also expos cI La HI / I 

other sexually transmitted disease. 

ndcr 

< nd 



In -depth interview with kebele police stat' fr' . . , Ion o. 1 r In II _ 

are more vulnerable to HIV / AIDs and other s xu ' 11 

than other group of female migrants, becau 

different males. !~~ir male customers also for cI th rn 

without condom, in some cases the condom rna 

intercourse that exposed them to HIV and oth r : 'X Ll t ll1 

diseases. The following female mi grnnt experi 'nc(' 114 I I I I i('(l l (' (1 1 I I<' ,f' 

such a cmw. 

Case 7 

I am 2 () y ears old ji-om rumluillage of Ale tao NOIV, 1(111 1 wuJ/ ili ff 
as sex worker around Seyno U1 s mall bar. My p c r 'llt ' 0,. , ctl il • C/l lel 
they are fcmne rs . I dropped out of school whil [ wa,' III grad £/ /I t I 
I was given, to marriage at the age of 13. A CI rc lilt { Cl I' ly 
marriage, I Jaced a problem and run away froll1 my hom uitl w ul 
te lling anything to my husband and parents too. At my arrival t 

Dessie town, I was hired as 'Birchiko atabi ' (gla -wa h r) in a 
s ma ll bar. The bar owner always encourages m to /lgag ill 
comme rcial sex. Then, I started the work a 'nsha ha hi' ( 
waitress and as commercial sex worker at the ' (l/rl tim ). DurinG 
this tim e, I was raped by various people, and th r> wer mam 
custom ers who forced me to ha.ve sex without condom. Wh n [ 
repeated ly got s ick, I went to Dessie Hospital, allri f inally I I IO U 

recel/tly been injcJrmed that I huve been. infect d Ivllh J-II V. Prom 
time 10 UlIl e, I am getting tired (l nd weak; I coulc1 11 (11 10 Oll !jll lor " 

the I/ Ior!,' I lI sed 10 do regularly. Th e wors t: Ihinq I f(/(' ('c1 W CI . ., III " 
behw J/ ()r s onIC cruel people s h.owed to me. For ill ' 1(//1 'f', Ih ' bur 
owner f orced me to pay for the damage that I incurred whil J L Cl 

011. d ll ty . S he takes money from me when a. glass i, ' b '01- ~ or wl~ n 
a negative balance occun'ed that she thought I 10 t wh11 Iltng 
alcohol. When I faced shortage of money, I sometimes go to my 
f amily. My families do not know the case and the work I am d I1 g 111 

town. 

4. 1. 7. Increasing of Urban Poor Female Headed Householders 

As the cell sus data of Dessie town indi c;:ated th e n ~, tur I gr \\ th r f 

the population in Dessie town decrease from 3.1 (1 94) to J . (20 7). 



" , 

Bu t, the size of popula tion has increas d . Th n ' 1111 r 

increm ent might be the net immigra tion toward th 
n 

I-uri (\n 

migrclli on W , IS a major cause th a n lh e a ppar nl [') [') 

Dessie low n. The town is cha racte rized by high now f n i '1';lnl.­

various s m a ll towns as well a s from its Surroundin rur 
I crill 

Rural fem a le migration increased the size of POPUlclli ni l II 

FHH (female headed householders) charact rlz' 
I r l : 111 

r r 

disadva n taged householders. As th e information bl a in d fr m th l\ ( 

kebele's (0 I a nd 09) •. a bout 320 a nd 298 fema le h ad cI h 

living respectively. According to the Kebde Admini l-l tr. li 
rs [liT 

Affairs Bureau informa tion, the number of lIl'blll1 Hil 'I ' f ' ;11 , 

household~, becom e rising from time to t ime. Th e rnnl ll nU ll f r II (' 

increm en t of FHH is the high incidence of singl th e 

rura l areas . From the sample of 60 female migr nls , )1 I fi v f mel l ',' 

were livin g with their partner, twelve of fema! m) r nts h h \ 

households with their children where as th e rest wcr a lso s in f m.,1 ' 
householders. 

In -depth in terview of Women Affa irs Expert, FSCE ma nag r and P Ii ' 

Station Offi cers clearly showed that female migran tl:l t am lip ith me I ~ 

partners without formal marriage concession. They simp] t am up to 

survive the urban cost of living, But this intimacy 'ould n l b ng 

lasted. In one wa~~r another case, male partner denied th ir b bi or 

relation wh en they conceived a child, In most cases , th if' ma le p 

left nothin~ t~) take over whi ch would provide th e ir chil d r n wi h bcl,'i" 

needs , Thus , female migrants would carry full respon sibili t to I 

the child without any assistance . When they came to wom n 

Police Bureau, they could not get proper judgml;l1 l b c u 

partners h ave n o any address, In some cases til r ma l ir 



children to rural families or NGOs . For this th 

exemplary. In g C" S 

I . am now working as commercial sex wo k . B , f' ' 
h . r eI . :J OI my ncr/I to CSw, [ ave been working as hou emaid CI d I I ' I I ' 

. 11 a (r (/ () wOlf ' , J (I S street vender, sellmg lemon 011 the street I . I d • 
. . wa III m u 1 

dazly laborer at my work plaee ond 'we tart :J t I 
. --. - () w ' IO( 'lhl'r 

Later, however, whel1 I told him that [ am pr gl'/onl I I II .' 
• ,. . " .' . . ' I I ( . 1(IIt./rJ( liS add, c.' .. ). When hf le}1 me [eleele/cd t() b (' om W . , / I 

. ) . . , 11/ 1'\-/,,( () (1'1 
some money tIll I was on the seventh mOllth o,f' my I) Jr 1\/' 

. . ' . . 'J /(, ~ 11 0 1/ .!I. 1 ' I' 
J gave birth, J gave the chIld for adoptlOl1 10 al1 N . Be u I Ii I 
not have the means to provide basic needs for th hild . ( , rl 
Kutaber) 

The other informant Ze l'itu from Tebas it sa id the r II W II1 

Case 8 

I am 26 years old. '1 am illiterate. I have two sis t r and on br th r. 
My parent's are farmers. My father died when [lUa ' a kid. I 11 /1 

to Dessie town 8 y ears ago to visit my sister wh l :ft our rural 
village before me. J currently worle as domestic servonl Clnd TIll 

duties include . ba.king injera, washing clothes ane/ , lat d worl ' . 
But, the wage is not adequate to survive the urban I(ji I l alan 
helping my family. My sister has gone back to the ruml villag afl r 
she ga l sick. This makes me feel a.lone an.d my 1(Ii more difficult . 
For thi.'i re'ason, J decided to live with a man who is (/ begr/or. r h(ld 
a bab.!1 yirl Ji'om tlte man. But w e soon qu.arreled ul/.d s "porol d. 
Later, I lJegan to luok aJl er my daughter alone. , nme l im s, It 
offers me some money. Finally, I also started new relal ioll wilh 
another man who was working as a daily laborer. J had my sane/ 
child from this man . I faced similar problem and he I if! m. ow r 
am looking after my two children single handedly. 

c r ' 

As Serke a nd Zeritu's cases showed, female migrants oup lcd wiLh Lh ii ' 

COunter ma le partners to share th e urba n cost of livin g. 1'h , cou ld Ii ' 

for some limits of time. Later on, however, the male partn er I a.v th rn 

When disagreements happen. Even the female did not know the ddr 

and relatives of the male partners. This forced them to look th ir hildr n 

alone and they become FHH and this situation there/or ' in cr 

number of female h~u~eholders in Dessie town . 

d th 



4. 2. Survival Strategies of Female Migrants 

Migran l s a re working with many types of 
n lr in . \, t i t t ('i I 

physica l a nd socia l environments iml)Ose. Th 

problems confronting them by choosing am ng 

options. Once the rural female migrants ar ri v In 

faced with the existing urban realities of exp n. iv 

basic needs and to get social se rvices as well as Lo 

su pport .. the~~r.al families, th ey follow diff rr nt 

h ' 

minimize risk and avoid or escape urban problem nd L m xi miz · It 

desired living standard. 

As th e s tudy result showed , female migrants who a r ' li vil II '::it' 

town do not form a homogenous way of life n r do th 

similarly . Ra ther they adopt a variety of survi va l 

' liT ) h ' ir Ii il ' 

the ch cdlen ges of urban life . 

Therefore , th e following coping stra tegies adol ted b th ' r ral rel11 . I . 

migra nts " under s tudy include active, passiv a nd so ia l n lw 1'1<: ;1:-> 

survival strategies to lead their lives in Dessie town. 
' .. 

4. 2 . 1. Active Survival StrategIes 

Active surviv~l 'strategies are the immediate mec)su re of f mal 111 1 r n ' 

after they a rrive in the town . This may be a rra nged b urban 

. I v n if th J' I I S fri ends or brokers. They simply accept any .I ) 

un su itnb1c Lo Lh em. The ba sic active survival sLn l ' fi " 

migra n ts of the study area are participating in vur iou il om 

activities a nd job mobility. 

r hnal' 

arnln 

, I 



4. 2. 1. 1. Participating in Various Jobs 

r li 11 th II' 0\ ' 11 

Many female migrants to Dessie town wer 

employment or working small-scale busin ss l 
1"11 n m ( 0 II til h 

urban liwlihood. According to DC' verc'ux t 81 () "I) ' 1 (h ' I I 
' , II ( ' II ' " U \' II I 

north ea ste r highlands in ANRS including W 11 0 nr '-, () I t-

migrants have been constrained from such a tivil i s n I I h 

often migrating permanently to urban areas for omrSli 

present sludy founcl that different to this con III ion, M 
I II ' 

migrants not restricted to domestic services r lh 'r I h d \.\10 1 k 

served as a bridge to fema le migrants. Th ey a I" UI NO 'ng I ' cel 

urban informal sectors, The involvement of such inf rm 

characterized by u n"organized, unregulated, margin liz d , nt . 

have less in come. Thus self employed migrant f mIlle a rc n in 

remarkable rang~ ()f activities, In this study, howev,'!' , rur ' I mi r nl: nr 

engaged in four informal activities such as dom( sli ~p rvo nt · 111 < II 

business holders / street vender/, daily la borers, ond omm'r iaJ H' 

workers (sec Ta ble 1) . 

4.2 . 1. 1. 1. Domestic SelVant 

It is well known tha t domestic work is an im orlan t a up ti 11 for 

female m igrants in urban a rea, Domestic servants ' 1111 b' 'i lh I' Ii 

/ reside with employers / or live-out /do not reside with mpl 

known wilh local term 'tem.elalash', Live-out domest! s r VI 

'- 111 

baking injera, wasbing clothes and related works to on or m r 

households a s a contract, which earn th,em salary da il or man 

of the live-out domest ic servant female migrants hav 

difficulty to get the 'live-in domestic work whi le sam 

are working as live-in domestic servants. 

hildr n lh mad 

of r mimi ran . 



Domestic work is predominantly filled in by 
In I } r A r t S i li s ~ I cI 

exceptiona lly by recent young migrants. As th ad pl 11 

many of them leave to move to other J'ob (J lj'n 77 
urb I lie , 

). Th · \i rl< I S 

characteri zed by a base or a benchmark as well as ; 1 lr 'ln s ition:l l 

job for n ew migrant females in the study area. It b m n irn r , 111 

means of a daptation . to urban life and the urban lubor m: ric L. Thi . it-; 

because the work is more available, easy' and do s not n 01 

skill. J ob opportunities in domestic service off ' r rur 
. . , .. .. 

possibility of moving to the town with a job and th 'Ll s :J inin 

away from their families of origin. 

In-d epth illtcrview with La bor cmd Social Affa irs Orn e<" , W 0 I11 CI') f":lil' 

Office an d eld ers showed that it is quite likely th ' lt m ll n r 11"; 11 f,-l ii i .. , 

also allow their daughters to move to the city jUsL b · a us' lh 1" ' . " .• 

available jobs in domestic service, jobs in which lh bas i S ll I si ' l ~ n . • 

needs of th e young female, food and shelter, wilJ b ov~ rd . 

This study a lso showed that majority of migra nt· fC' ln 8 1 ~ s who 8 1" 

currently engaged in various jobs (such as daily la borer, tr t v ndor 

and commercial sex 'workers) explained that their previous r fir job 

has been domestic servant. Then as they- grow older th ey are ru nnin to 

small bus iness whic,h requires small or no start up capi tal a nd ft n 

involve the m a rketing of home made foodstuffs and ha nd ra fts a 

daily la borer. Most other migrants were forced to be in vo lv I 

margina l s ('If.-employment activities stIch as comlTlcrr' iol ~I C' X wor le r . 

There are three main reasons for migrant's selection of t:iU h ki n [,. ric 

in the study area: the first and most common reason iR migrc'mt urbc n 

relatives CC ll1 arrange them such kind of job easil with lov. I I In 

dd ' . d t t t:iet·vc [or lh ir a ItIOn, female migrants woul expec 0 , . 

W'th .. . H er for new mi rant \! ho did lout payment for unlImIted tIme. owev , 

not have relatives 111 town, the brokers take th pa rt. ndl in 



domestic work" basic necessities like food and h( uHin 

employers. The third reason is hired as L 'd 
' (IOU N m Ol r h Ip 

migrants to know and adapt th e urban life It hel r·· II 
. I 0 1 1 m I() rL uri nn 

inform <l tiol1 through whi ch Ihey IC-=Irn I:l lot 110\ II ' 
. ,- v ('y pI' ' p"!' , 

food, h ow do they keep their cleanness and how to dr 'HS, hu. t 

spea k like urban community. After they tra in d w II , th 

change other type of job. Therefore, the immedia t m 
n 'v 

fema le m igra nts would be to get hired as domesti 
I:l rv n I:l 

service to the urban relatives in order to be familia I' wi th th 

environmen t. 

r iv ing frl' ' 

Those who worked as live-in domestic servants earn I 

informa l workers . They are also highly exploit'd a nd i 

information, soc~al . relation with their migrant fricndH lind r 

informa nt s hired with the range from 40 to 80 ETB. Wh 

n \0 r l '1 

I I ' r 

It 

domestic migrants have not constant income beceu th ir in 1 ' 

depen d u p on job availabi li ty and th e contrac t th e lO(lI< . 11111 In ,' I 0 

them es t irn;ltcd to eclrtl from 200 to 350 ETB. 

4.2. L L 2. Street Vending 

Street vending is on e way of income generating a tivlti es to ru ra l r mal 

migrants in Dessie town which includes retail trade (gulil), 

made fo ods and drinks, boiled sugar-potato and char oal, 

!lin h m 

items li k(' vegetabl~.s (including onion, potato, toma to et ), 

spices. From field observation it can be realized th a t reta il 

most visible aspect of women's informai business ii-I th e sLu d 

th 

for lack of legal status and recognition, females face frequen hara 

h 1 I ma l'let pia nd open and eviction in their work places. Bot oca 

1 \. d . rous a nd n t sui t to p aces or 'gulit' are also often C Irty, ange n. 

h . t OO I I b "va t ion be lil inro rm ~ l n exc ange market go(,cis. DUrIn g Ie c 0 sel , min a 



and Desta sell their market goods near to k bt ' . t m ( ~l rk (' 

domestic animals) which is difficult to sell th e' ...l I . . Ir go lI R. 'o r all th 

street vending is one means of in come Optl'Oll f - . I m . II ml r' \n 

in Dessie town. They sell their goods in local ITt rk I ' lr '; 

and arada, in the rented home as well as other p n pi s r 

street. 

Involving J1l small scale business has its own IITlI or . n 

migrants besides its problem. Mostly, female migm nt s s II h 

foods, wlli ch need small or none slart up ap it rtl h -i 'U R( 

consume the left over perishable goods. Th e problem i 

f m. I 'S 

fj / I() , 

n tl 

vender is the hand to mouth type of job. It doe n()l H ur ' t I 'ir in ' m ' . 

Besides, th ey did not have a chance to get loan from k ·1 

kebele wome n affairs officer interview showed, to g t I a ns, LI ' 

regi ster , \S one of lhe household member in onp of kc'b I 110 IS hi 'h i: 

difficult for them because the house renter did nol ll ow III rn l 

4. 2 . 1. 1. 3. Da,ily Labour 

Daily labour is other type of work and 'a mechanism to urV1V tl1 Iroan 

existence for rural female migrants in Dessie town . Dai ly 1 bor r 1Il I ld . 

working in construction; caring sands, stone , cement and oth r r r 
construction purpose and working in recently estab li sh'd n obi 

stone projec t. 

As the coordinator of the cobble stone project work men tion d th \' rk 

daily labor is hot an easy task that someone cou ld join and d n 

as he carne to the lown. This is because beginning a cobl nd 

construction activity demands some kind of skill , , lu ation 
h ws lh 

training. Information from Social Affairs Bur au 

government strategies to demise the urban unemplo m n 
bl t rk i 

work of construction business specially, the a s on 

o 

h i hi 



available to the urban young workers who co I'd l) <- I ' in " ( i 

completed their edll cation at 10lh gracle It I 
. ma ( S nl 'n [h 

the rura l uneducated and unskilled fern I mi rcllll H I':v 11 lh I 

works such as caring stone a nd cements r luir ' 'c1) ' ~ ll ic)1 

11 1 

to 

st 1('1 I 

elementary level. The field work result revealed til 1 fi 

laborers a re completed grade 10 whereas th r 8l nr III 7111 Ih 

grade leve l. 

However, this construction business has bctl 'r In '01 ' lh n tl1 ' I' 

informa l seelor businesses . [n par ticula r th e obi ' sl 11 ' ork /1" ,' nl u(' l, 
' . 

in come. The data obtained through intervi ew 'howe I Ll ;,1 r I 

were engaged in construction work, earned mol' in 

servants a nd stre,e,t vendbrs. Those who work ~clln obi HI' 

from 600-800 ETB while those who worked in "onst ru li I 

400-450 per month. 

Howeve r, ~ lS the rc:~earchc r observed and th e inforrn un[ s H: " rl I til a l 

the cobble stone work has some difficulty and n - ds la l r a nd ph ' i a l 

strength which is more challenging for females. Not only a r I t 

also thl' workers a re temporary susceptible to phYl:l i 0.1 a j I ·n tH . 

Fentaye is a 22 yea) young girl who came from 81::1 n il and wor-kin I ill 111 ' 

coble stone project work. As she expla ined "th ;vo rk i . so hea 

crude and big stone with my shoulders, I have split th bi 

hammer into peaces, then shaping each piece with square sh ap . 

this I faced different problems such as the pi e '8 nt r into m . ' S 

which a re dangers to my eye, when I move the big ston e it fa ll and hur 

my feet . As you ' ~~w, our working place has no sh 'Iter to pro ct u fr m 

sun rays, wind and rain.' In addition , such 

sustainability, it ends when the project will be pha 

kind of j b h no 

I ut . 

,Cl 



4. 2. 1. 1. 4. Commercial Sex Work/ CSW 

CSW is other income earning mechanism for fern a 1 . 
.. mlgr n 111 

town . Such type of work is characterized by rnor at! r liv 

does not necd any skill and capita l. But it is danfY r u 

would be exposed, to illness (infected with HIV / AIDS and 

11 1 

transmitted disease), addiction to drug, face physi al ~ n 1 s x < I 

harassment. The work has also high income but th eir Incom 

because CSWs havc p lay gain -loss Lype of business. 
IH I 

Commercia l sex workers a re two types: those working in sm II I ~ r I !1I1 

or areke bet are named as 'ashashach' /serving s w it rs nd :5 

workers at the same time/. They are not expected to pay houl)' r nl l)IIt 

they h ave t.o sell alcoholic drinks to bar owners . Ot h 'I'S til' workin (I 

the street. The street CSWs initial working place had been in lh 111;111 

bar but lat.er they are out due to disagreement with and l11 'lllr 'alm I l ( r 
the bar owner's. CSWs took a contract with male custom rs nam d ;1,' 

'short' and 'o da. r' / h ow long a man wants to spend hi s sexu 'd n 1'0 t 

with the sex work~rl: 

During individual ane! focus discu ssion , CSWs mell tJo ned thnt initia ll 

they had nl) ; tll intention to be cngc,!:;ed in commerci cti Hex workH. But lh 

choice of such kind of job is held by peer, bar owner as well as br k r 

pressure and misinformation besides lack of job opporLuniti s. Th had 

b '· . 'b' . h 'k atabi ' (wash in g ups al1 I een worklllg as domestic servants or me .l 0 . . . 

cleaning the room) in small drinking places and restaurant. L r 011 

th . . ki tI' dress we ll th 'V ould I elr employer's initiation and by rna ng lem . , 

engaged in CSW . CSWs have to be young to s 'it the inter t of ba r 

OWners and customers . In turn the bar owners do not mpJo old \J om n 

because most of th eir customers like young charm ing girl . A th d l 

su ' . . h e11gaged in I h . S , in j I rvey indicates, the ll1formants W 0 are . 



ranged from] 4 to 21 years and most of th em a r in I ' 'd eli 0 1' 

become h( ,pclcss for f heir future life coneel'I1J'n g , 
mHITI(1 )(' . 

. ~I h 

From key informants of elders, host settlers a nd indi vid 
~ m I ' 

migra nt's' interview, the fate of fema le migran ts, th o~ 
wh I I 

1(1 /' 
rela tives ill th e town a t their a rriva l were la id on I h I 'l n I ,f 

broker. The brokers initiated the new femal IT! i.gl·''In f s I 

'birchiko atabi',] / cup cleaner/ in small bar or restau rant. Thi s itl 

the brokers have great incentives from bar owners . L t r , th b r WI1 ' 1' :-; 

instigate t hem to start the work by making the reason th at th in 

that they earn from 'birchiko atabi' is not such sal i~fa t r 8nd 

them if they want to have better income and chang th eir fut r lif th ' 

have to start the work. Most of rural females wh() w r first 

'birichiko a tabi' starl the work du e to their peeT clnd 1 [11' wn ' /, ':) 

influence. 111 additiOll , the work hi;ls mu ch in come L1I EII1 nll1l'r in f 1'111 '11 

sectors . 

Peers pressured a lso other way for female migra nts to shift from pI" iOll s 

informa l j () b fields. Shimbra is 18 years old young fema le from W r il I , 

her access to be commercial sex worker is because of p ' r prcssur . Sh ' 

had been working as street vender. As she said : 

When my friend . .who are engaged in such kind of worlc was always 
te lling me CSW has high income; she said to me 'whydon't yo~ do 
this job? If you go out with a man, you can eam 350Blrr I.~ a slngl 
night . In addition, you call have th.e bes t ~ll1nlc, jood and 
entertainment.' Eventually, I agreed to try it. And III tI~e fir t day, a 

. man asked ~~ ' to go out with him for a night. J told hll1: to pay me 
350 Birr. He laughed at me and said 'Are YOIl differ 11/ from 
others?' Since then I have come to realize that I could 110/ 9 t that 
mud, money as rny friend told me. 

---------------------
4 'b' d . ed by broker L zrchiko atabi' (cup washer) common wor us 
migrants . . 

nt rlain 



The majority of th~ CSWs reported that their rura l fa mili 

about th eir involvement in sex work Tl.-ley w 'Id 
h d n id 

. I OLl HSLl m th 
domestic servants or are engaged in any other Iyp s of jOhH, II 

parents of insignificant proportion of the femal "s w. I' 

daughter 's involvement in sex work. f h ir 

4. 2. 1. 2. Job Mobility 

Rura l females in the study area passed through variOLl 

ea rn hi gh income a nd to cover their basic nc 'd 'OHlt; b 'Hi 

families support. Thus, a n individual migrant ~ ma l 

above men tioned informa l sectors to cope up with I he ' uri on l i~ ' (th ro J II 

job mobili ty). They do not stayed on one specific job ra th er I II 

available works which has more income, favorable, and 

Data from informants showed that job instability a mong femal mt rants 

is seen in the study area. The main reason for thls l!:l, lh o!:lc mJ ra J l ' 

who came due ' to "family cases are expected to do more [0 ), th ir I 

needs as well as to send money and material j-emijl a nces , Th Lls, th 

comparing one work to other to earn ITluch ill 'unw, As a I' :mlt, I h 

were fO)'('( 'd 10 e n tC I' th e commercia l sex work NO :JH to C: lJ'Il n Oll Ih 

money for thei r basic n eeds and to send remitta nces 10 their ramil 

The in sta bility of job preference of female migrants is not onl. r r in am 

purpose l)lIl a lso Lo escape from various difficulties that fae 's th m in 

the work places. They faced both, because of the natur of th work a nd 

maltreatment of employers. This is well explained by lhe foll owing a ' . 

Case 9 . 

I am 21 from Delanta. I dropped out 'school while f was i,n gra~he. 6. 
. h .F 15 I was riwo,- ed. I 'IOU I Though I was mamed at t ,e aye oJ I . ' 'h' j s bas d on 

sis ters and 'three brothers. My parents I [welt ooc w~ 'b Fty 
fam?ing . Now they are retired, so I felt that I have th I span 1 1 1 



to supporl my famay. This was the reason h I' 
- B . W Y ('WI/ to f) '. si fwe years ago. y the way, zt was my relative wh t ' 

, D ' . Sh a 1110 IVat d m LO corne to essze. e has a small caFeteria lI TI r . 
. ':I' . vVI1 n wo wo · In 

there, I u
1

).as 196e thtzng 60.00 Birr per month. Iu d to w rl in h. 
caJ( 'lena or ours a day. For example aFt; r rji /' h . . 

r. " , . , ,':/ , In ml} J b IT1 the cafetena, 1 ulso cover the house worle thal wa t " . 
. : () Lr S Ol/] In addztlOn, she was cruel, and 1 was not even abl I h . 

. a ClV >propr meal whenever I am hungry. I had worked in many plCl and} 
suffered from lots of hardshzps. Because of the p robl m I I ift h r 
and rented a room for 50. 00 Birr per month Later, J s tw1 d t d 
"!"anual labor ~t local construction sites (barelaj. But LI h IIJI 

Jo b was very ~iJficultfor women and ,the.wage was not ali fa I ry. 
Lastly, my fn end II1ltwted me to worle 111. bars alld in night. 'Iub . 
Even though the worle IS bad and dangerou s, il gen rat S 171 r 
income than my previous jobs. Now I get about 1S0,OO Birr a night 
when there is "business ". This allowed me to rent a b It r r m f or 
100.00 bIrr per month; further I was able to furni ' h the 10 m. I 
could get better food, and drinlc. Moreover, I'm in a (IOod /? ~ iti 11 10 
suP/X)rt my naa / family back home. 

This case te lls that, migrants are engaged in var i()LI !::l low in ' (J ln ' I 1 0 11''' 

on the daily basis to earn more a nd each work hU H iL' own PI' bl ' Iii S 0 1 

female migrants. But , female migrants are always mobil till th h;w 

got the work of high earning income, easy, satisfacto ry to surviv urban 

life and help the rural families. 

From the majority of female migrant's interview it can be real iz d th at 

they diversified their livelihood during the course of th ir stay in 

town. In add ition, job mobility exists among female migrants specifi 1/ 

among d<lily laborers due to the nature of the work. Bolh th buil lill g 

construct ion and the new coble stone project have no sllstainabilit . il 

stops Wh en the proj ect will be ended. With this migra nts for ed to st 'l 

'th ' l' . j t' t'll oth e'r prol' e t 11<1 t rt i. WI out; Illy income for un 11l11teclme I . . . 

H . ' 1 t 110ve to other informa l owever , tu sustam the urba n lIfe they lave 0 r 

sectors . Lemlem, is 21 years old female migrant from rural ar a of To 

S d 10 b t she has no n poin t t he completed her education up to gra e u 

Continue pre college school. Lemlem said, 

I) ) 



I wa s not intere,c;ted to go back to my' r . I 'll 
d . '} , . wa VI .oq oj) r I (' m)1 t my e .u catlOn. T le only choice is to wO 'k ' " I 

I 111 on oj urb ' ,r; sector and . .1 have got a J'ob in coble ,'t·o . I 011 lI1j omwl 
. " ne Wor . 1 hav 9 I t h chance because of my education level flut tl ' . , 0 

. . . , 110W 1 pro) t I 11 al'l 
ended . fl. IS. only left w1th 15 days. It is difJi Lilt to r. t , .. 
opportumty zn Dess1e town. .J t h I J b 

4.2. 1. 3. Searching Additional Income 

Urban a rea IS known with its high cost of livin g. To a rn livin I il i 

often n eces sary for fem a le migrants to have Iw 
r m r '( I .' 

simulta n eously 8 S supplem entary means of incom . Th'U~ 
I 

migrants wh o a re engaged in va rious informa l se tors d I lili I 01 v nrk 

such as h a nd cra ft, dressing ha ir , and home mad food a nd da il \' rk : 

in addition to their present works. Having a small busin ss ;1l lh r 111 ' 1 

home is a lso a secondary source of additiona l in am C r 

migra nts. For insta n ce, two of t.he infot'm ants (Zeit1eh a nd S mira) wi () 

were eng;lged in .commercia l sex work were se ll ing 'kollo' 0 r r r1:-;l('d 

cereals an d boiled eggs a t night in their working plac . Wh n th J'l 

business ror 'short' or 'adar ', they give their seil in g goorl s 10 lh ir fri ' 11 L 

(to other ~~ex worke r ~; ) or ~jehlo ' . Simila rly, Genet, Y'Hhnr -g onel Lu bnln 

their job is s tree t vender but when they return from Ih e 111 <1. rk 'l, th 10 

a daily work a nd handcra ft 'sifet ' which is used for household s rvi s Lo 

cover sain e cos ts. As Yesh areg explained "I do a ha nd craft when I r (urn 

home. One bi g 'yel1jera moseb slfet' I a grass made contain r to br ad 

and a Oa t u read staple food l needs one month to fini sh, lhen i solei 111 

the ma rket with other sellin g goods , the income cover~ the hous r I lt. 

4.2. 2. Passive Survival Strategies 

This is th e second type of survival strategies of rural femal l11i r nls 

the urb that . they took a n 'altern ative means of su rvival to cope up 

constraints , Search ing additional income, consumin g low pri 
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wearing second hand cloths and sharing food 

conside red to be passive survival strategies. 

4.2.2. 1. Consuming Low Price Foods 

nd h . 111 

Food is one of the basic necessities for existenc . Mo t n 

migrants in coping with the new e~wironment with li mit 

c r 

resources try to ba lance their income and cxpc n~ .. I ~in (h( 'ir 

resources carefully. In order to use their income prop 1'1 

food consumption pattern is one of the major survlvnl 

Individu a l ' migran( femal es try to reduce til II' food ( ' 0 , t~ lhrn 1/,11 

different ways. They used a n alte rnative less cOl:lt l food i( ms 

kita, injera-beshiro, dabo-beshahi, pulses and 10 81 bbng in 

costly foods such as meat, milk, butter and egg. 

The pri ce of single 'injera'ranged from 2 ETB to 2 ETB ;lnd (' ' 11 t.' . 

Those female migra nts working as live .. out hou t:lc maid or '( III /olo sl l ' 

(baking injera, washing cloths etc) have a chance to g ,t on ' 'il1) rc. ' \ h ' l1 

they bake. It minimizes their costs so they prepare only sau r sll ira 

waf. Tsega (from Gaint) is working as live out domestic servant and ha 

two children as she explained "I baked injera. twice per we k to f ur 

households thus ·! have received eight 'injera.' from each hou h Id P r 

week tha t enables to feed my children and me too. JJ 

Those fl ' lTla le migr:mts who were engaged in sellin g 11 0m d f 0 I 

like qila, injera, and sugar potato, etc used as cO l1 Humption wh n it I 

from ma rket their 'woret' (or capital). It helps th em to avoi I bankrup 

. h bl d thu th I ft h m because those home made foods are pens a e goo 

made food from market are consumed by them . 

I '1 b . a nd sU 11 oth er') bu I' 'ad n addition, they tend to buy on a da! y aSls ' 
. I eal like qita or dab \ i h made foods that will be consumed at a smg e m 



least price ~ As ' individuals explained, some ti me th 

roasted creals kollo or boiled cereals, nifro to minimi 7. th II' 

4. 2. 2. 2. Using Second-hand Clothes 

S ' . 

ql (I , 

ur ':-; 

Clothing is on e of the basic necessities to an individu t-l l n xt L f 

shelter. Rural female migra nts have poor fina ncial and mat ri 

that make life diffi c ult in town. Thus, they tend to Ll S ' A 
nd-h:ll d 

cloths from donors or buying with least price. 

As a stra tegy of decreasing the costs of cloths, femal migr n ~ 

buy second-h and cloths n a med a s 'salvaje', wh ich il::i 

abroad or obtained local ones. Wearing second-hand I th ' 11 s b ' " 

considered a s s hameful a mong th e society but rell1 'lle migrnnts p 'n l 

buy an d wear it' because no one knows them in the town , Th 

saymgs: s albaj kale kesew gar eku1 tihognalesh / I::iC an d-hand th 

makes you equ a l with other people / .The rura l. fenl a l' 1:-1I so giv S on d­

hand cloth s to t h e ir rura l b mily to minimize their cos l , 

4.2.2.3. Sharing Food and Housing 

Housing <tn d food are major constraints to female migrants in th tud 

area, for I his , t h ey sha red and rented house to minim ize the urban 'ost 

of living. From fie ld observa tion , females who have simil ar job shar d 

food an d h ouse in group for two major purposes. The first rea on i th at 

expensiven ess a nd ' unava ila bility of rented houses a re ob ' r ab l ' 

problems in De ssie town a nd of major problem to ru ra l femal mi rant . 

In order to , cope ;llP with the existing problems fem nle vender and fern I 

d . ' . 1 x workers team up in ally la borer , d omestic workers a nd commerCia se 

groups a nd share rooms where they cook and ent logeth r. econ I 

f ' . • . th -)'r wlf t I fr )m ,l und rln emale mi gra llts renl ed h ou se 111 group 10 ) e . , 

seXUa l h a ra ssm ent, Cl nd re lated problems. 

l) . 



Close to h a lf of th e migra nts: domestic worker, d il I s r 
vendors a nd sex workers reported that t-he I' y IV to'lth 'r il h ri 'ncl :;ts 
a group lodger or 'clabal'. One m.-IY find two or . t.-. m Ol 11 U ~ hoi I ~ Ii in' i ll 
a single room sep~Tated by a curtain . By doing s , lh 

high cost of house rent. The urban poor dw - I rR wh 

houses 10 migran ts are used as a source of i ncom b rel1 ti 11 r 

rela tively higher price . However, some female migrants m r 

those sl ay in Dessie for rela tively a longer tim e l:l nd indi vi I 

are ren I eclindependently. 

Migra nt s shared not only single room but a lso sin gle me;d i() 

their wage a nd living situation, it can be undersLn ncl Lh al Lh ' 

of mon ey to buy d a ily basics . As they explained, the urban lif 

r 

r. • 'om 

mouth living, if some one lost bu'siness, other shou ld ov r h r 81. 

This is oth er way of coping mechanism Lo femu lc Ihlgrl ll1l s dur in !', til eir 

stay in Dessie. 

In -depth inte rvi ew a nd FGD showed that such type of m h I1 ISI11 I~ 

common a mong CSWs, who experienced lost and gain type of li v lih o I. 

To some extent street vendor, daily laborers a nd ltve-- out maid work rs 

also shared meai when they off from job due t.o various r a80ns. 

Such type of social life h as given a great imporL lIl ce beside its 0 11 011 I ' 

aspec ts to th e recipien t. II helped them to fl3c ili1 nte Boci < I intc ra Ii n 

among fem a le migrants. They shared their l'xperl en es and I ' 

intimacy a mong themselves . They have also excha ng d th ir un n 

socio-economic issues. It h as also helped such laborer to op with 0 1 

probkms . If one of them sick, her friend are re:=;ponsible to lakin 'c r ' r 

h 
. k ' 1.- t he'3lth ce nt r ' nd er by washing her clothmg, ta mg j leI' 0 ( 

her d 
. . . SW d rted th a t "T was high! 

a Ily food. FOZ18 IS C an repo 
ak' m li ni . he 

heart attack. My friend Hawlet was rescuing me by t mg 

was with me tal~ing care a lways till I feel well. " 



4. 2. 2. 4. Using Alternative Traditional Medicines 

As most migrants ('xpla ined , individually a nd in gl'o Ip (I" 1 ), 
10 I ')) 

various government and private clinics are availab le in 0 s i 

difficult to get medical treatment with fair price becau , 
clinics 61' hospitals required high amount of money. Be aus 

I ' 

n 

I th 
have to usc other cilLcrnaLivcs. If female migra nt s hav' gol som' I I':till1 

problem, they would simply used available ttaditlonR I m eli 'il S I ' ll (1.' 

dema-kese, bahir zaf, jeto, garlic, and holy water. In t h ' c;, I )1 

water, the Muslims a lso baptize either in the church or 0 l 
" 

where the Muslims believed as holy place known as bilen. ts b l r bit JI/ 

holy wat er which is found in Dessie 'town and us d by lh rural n I 

urban Muslim Cl-Ud Christian communities. 

As the older women who nrc from rural origin 8 jlr1 th e inrlivi IU81 f(' I11 ;1 1 ' 

migran t s more specifica lly who came from the Iwar by rural nl' ';' 

revealed, if female Illigranls fLlccd serious health p rn bl 'lTl , th' g lo lh J 

rural families to get traditional treatment, wodajo . It is a rad iti I c I 

belief and ceremony in which group of old people either mal or f' mal 

(named as Yewond wodaja or Yeset wodaja) are chewing ch t nd PI' 

to th e patient. However, if they have no feel bett'r, th ey wo ld bu an 1 

take medicine from pharmacy without Doctors consultation . B la 

years old from Akesta and working as commercial sex work I' ha 

mentioned: 

. . . .. .[. d t I now my status. I have been HIV posItwe, bu.t my famlles () no . 
. b 'n De<'sre town How ver, a Nor do they know what my)o was I,' . 

. . . '. . [ t t n understand that I wa 
person who watches my physlca s a us ca ' , / d both 
ill. Since my familie s are not aware of HIV/ AfDS, they a 
'yewond' and /yeset wodaja ' when I go to see tilern.. 



4.2.3 Social Network as a Survival Strategy 

Migra nt 's social . n etwork: rural linkage a I . . nc so lal r ' I ~ li n ' 

themselves and within th e host community 8U h as sharin 
male pa rtners, seeking a id 'zak'at' or 'mitswat ' . 11 I I t . d r vo lin nr 

and cooperatiatf are major coping mechanism for rural frm 

through social network. 

4.2.3.1. Rural Linkage 

;1111 1 J' 

Once fe m a le migra nts moved to city, it does nol m an, !"i h r I r ': I 

down with one's community of origin . The urban -rur I li nk 

only i mfJortant for th e rura l households but also ar an im ort e 1 l 

elemen t of the livelihood (or survival) st.ra tegies of f mnl ' rni r,lI t .. in 

Dessie town. It. is also believed that differen t form of n tw rk~ ('(' 

essential element.s of survival and security. Majority of f m~ i ~ mi 71"1 1 t .. 

have contact with their rural families. However, few (about i ht) f mal ' 

migrants have no contact with their rural fa milies . Th s f mahl 8 1" 

those who fl ee r~om their family due to early marr iage and r I t I f8 tors 

and those who lost their parents. Some also detached th ms"lv fr m 

their rura l roots for being unsuccessful in the town. 

DUrin)', inte rvicw migrants reported th at they heW . tron 

belongingness and link to their rural family. They are involvin in on 0 

the networks, neighborhood, friendship or kin network witn (h 1 ur I 
. f ' rants family, sh a re risks by helping each other in Umes 0 n s . 

build up their existence in the town throu gh rural [amili on c t. 

Accordingly, they often visit families in the countryside dep ndin up n 

their success to collect money that would help them to r tran p r 

and other related costs. In turn, the rural family offer d 

d f ort from the rural. mlna 
assistance when they are in nee . a supp 

I b ) a d h ,l 
(Stree t vendor), Medina a nd Aregash (are daily a ou r rs 



their families offered them some cereals '3.nd fu el I 
• WOO( wh '11 lI ' Iii k 

money in the town. Migra nts a lso havesup·portfl-o ' . I I' " 
111 Iur A rllll"l \ h 'l1 

they got sick. 

4.2.3.2. ~ocial Relationship within Migrants and the Host 
Community 

Female migrants at the destination form strong relation hip m 

themselves and with the host neighbor 's too. Their Ii I" is ' 11 in 

the sense that they ·share cash, materials, and tools. Th s i I r I ti 

of female migrants a m ong each other are not furth r limi d 

considerations of affinity, area of origin, kinship dncl 0 CUp:1t i n in til 

city, or almost any other source of common interest . 

In addition , migrants develop close relationship with th ~ hosl omm lI1it 

so as to :Id ilpt cUll I s urvive the urban life. Wll ell th ey f l l(' 'd , 'OI1Il ' 

problems, the immediate problem solvers are their nca r urbLlI1 n i hbor.' 

and not the rural fami lies. For this, female migrants form dos r lali I 

with the' h ost community through iqub and other so ia l aS I e ts su h 8. ­

holidays, wedding, fu n erals, and religious feasts . 

4.2.3.2.1 Sharing lives with male partner 

Forming a n intimate relation with their counter urban or rural mal 

partner is other cop ing mechanism of female migrants in 0 s i tov n. 

Female m igrants were sh aring lives with rural or urban male partn r 0 

t h
· ... . . th A th intervl 1 result h \ d as 0 ave good relallOn and lIve toge er. s 

initial introdu ction of the two couples started at their work pia e or 

where which IC;:l ds Lo s ha re li ve'S together wi th out form: " m rricl'" 
slmp li f th ur\) ;111 

recognil il)J 1. They li re simply cou pled so as to 

mconveni ence a nd to share costs for basic need s, house r ' nt p 
m n 

and other expenses . 



The informant i~terview result showed that n arl h If r 
females have sharing lives with their urba n and rur I m I p rtn r: . 

Some of th em have children. Howeve~, as th e dala indi 

female migrants "a re coupled and living togeth er. As B 7,nb i 'h 

Vendor) from Sayint, Elsa (Live-out housema id) a nd Ts h 

of 

( I ~, i I 

laborer) from BOrll and La libe18 respectively C'xp lnin el, tlw. < r Ii in 

til (' 

urt ' n 

togethn with th e ir count('\' ma le pad:ners w ll O :IIT w()I'kin' 11 \ 

gardening a nd construction field. Their partners a r sharin th 

burden ; th ey pay house rent, school fee to their ch.llclr n ,d 0 

costs. Simila rly, the females do the household productive work 

. th ' r 

also cover differen! costs from their income . Generally, th 

urban li fe is diffi cul t a lon e or without support. 

gr I Lh 

4.2.3.2.2 Seeking Aid: 'zak'at'tir 'mitswat' 

Major religion s in Ethiopia insist on the signijicance of offerin id to LlI . 

needy. Thus both the Muslims and the ChrisUa ns give uid s uci1 a,' 

money, food and some times clothes. T ey also pI' par 

individually or in -group to feed the poor. For ltlsta nce, th r lati ' I 

ri cher Muslims occa siona lly m8ke feasts (sa'd(l(faj in th ir h m to f "d 

the destitute, beli eving th a t GOD ("Allah") will b! CH:-I th em fnr eloin ' f~ l or 

to the destitute. There a re also some rich Muslims who perf I'm r ' Ii , j u ' 

obligation such as to share some percentage of th eir wea l h to th P r 

ma inly in th e month of Ramadan (fasting month). Sam Mu sli m 
ng h ' 

f ast" 
give m on ey to the poor on Fridays Uum'a) . Thi s i!:l also tru am 

Christians . Thus, migrants have become reci pient from th s 

through n eigh bor a nd own neLworks information , which i ' on 

survival m echani'sm to satisfy some of their basic needs . 

\ n ' o( 

F
' . f R' nd Mcsclech (Ii -out d m . 

or Instance Demku (Vendor) rom uga a 
. , "' " d h . e togeth r and b th h d 

worker) from Worehimeno shared a rente ous 



II 

I 
1/ 

I 
II 

children. So they were most of the time in need of hlp to r ' 
and their children. They did not officially out to beg but th 

rich peol lie who help the poor secretly. The giver make s 

lh m~ -Iv ~ 

ppr 

r 

not wanl to publicize it in line with the religion rll1 s) I . 
, an som til l '" 

they attend or share the ceremony due to friend or neighb 

system. Tsega (from Gaint) has two children. Some times sh 
th 

church to obtain the feasts on Sunday / senbet/ to feed her hildr n. 

4.2.3.2.3 Voluntary Associations and Cooperation 

Studies show that associations are created and involved thr u h illl 

adapt and fit changing socio-economic and cultura l environm n . P' r 

some scholars, "tlw existe nce of various self help clHI:IClCiu li oll ' ill III ' 

changing socio-economic circumstances enS1..lre::. rlclju ti Lrn nl an 

minimizes social anomie at an individual level" (Lu gbod, 196 1) . 

Similarly, in the sludy a rea, female migrants have form d s If Ip i 

association to a dapt and sustain the urban life. It is cl ea r th at mO!'lti , 

female rura l migrants en gaged in informal sectors and am I an I 

limited income which is difficult: to save money for nexl consump Lion . 

emergencies, as well as to send remittances. However, they have t n I d 

to extend strategies to save money through informal in stitut'on s Iik 

iiqub'. They saved money individually a t home in kasori /a small b 

which ma de from timber used to store money / . Amine (street v n lor) 

from Ruga reported that, 

fi c>x/?elL ses in ka sori. I .o..; (ore U Ie left over m()ney !'Om my c : . 
. . d ht fi . ced m «3 to buy 11 W ThIS IS because my .aug er or . _ . . hbor 

clothes at the time of holydays as she saw 11 19 
children. 

. h 1 armoni U ' r Iation hip On the nth e r hand, migrants not always ave 1 . 

I -, c nni l "hil -
durin g th e ir stay in the urban . In some cases, tlel'e a le 

C) 



they are living and working in group in thc~ samf' p'I' _ I 
- . ;J. cs. < r m F' 

CSWs it can be l;lncierstand that they quarrel each ot her al th \I 

place: If one has frequent sex work business on 'sh.ort ' or 'ador' th 

blamed her as she has magic from her rural back,~round r:;' . 
. . I' r 111 

an18 years olrl Hiwot looks beautiful and attractive . AA Ahl. Hni rl , 

I n.ever return to my ,rented home with out man y, my fri I1d 
(CSWs) blamed me as glmbarua lai asdegma.lech' / sh ha magi 
on. her forehead/ but, I do not have anything, God knows. 

\ i h 

lh r 

As the sallle lime, th ey usually found in group while lh y w nd r in lh 

evening at the ir working place to defend themselv'A from lif~ IT I I 

violence . As semira mentioned, "One day three buglers tri erl to h 'lr8' \ ~ I ,' 

while we are waiting "business" but we defended in group by thr win 

stone to them ." 

CSWs also have a symbiotic relation with the jcb/o, who ar workin CIt 

night. So , CSWs spend the night with them till th ey can get bu in ,. 

The jeblos have accompanied the CSWs to home wh n C.'Ws hav 10 ,' 

business. Th~ jeblos also protect them from burglarR und other viol n (' . 

Similarly, the sex wurkers offered them some mon ey. BUI , som tim ' H, 

the jeblo mistreated them wrongly (sexual exploitation) . On th 0 h 'r 

hand, street vendor, daily laborer, and the live-out migrants, who shar d 

the rent house in group and shared working spaces and com) lin vcr 

job opportuni ties are cooperating at one time and quaJTellin g at anolh rr . 

4.3 Future Aspiration of Female Migrants 

According to Grasmuck and Pessar (1991) and Devereux t al (200 ) 

wh ' d '. . pressed in th eir frug I ( nel ereas m en a re eager to return, tl eSlH- ex ,,-, 

st . t l ' . . on tIle other hand, the I nd nc , Ivmg to accumulate savmgs, women 
. ew style of !if nd 

to stay longer or avoid return as they expenence a 11 
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got freedom of independency. This is also trUe in th st 
r , 

female rura l migrants do not want to back to thel' ,, 1 ' 11 r rurw VI a 

According to a n in-depth interview with the Socia l and Lab r fair: 

Bureau, individu a l an d FGD's in terview with mi(rI' Lll~tc, . I r I b c. , ", n.l l rl Jcm8 ~ \ h 

migrated to Dessie ,.town do not often return home shortly, 

have migrated they live permanently . This is mainly b au ' 

positive aspects they obtain through m'igration su 'h as job opp rt UI it , 

econmnicindependence, sending remittances, free !if fr m if I 

isolation and constraints. The availability of social servi cs in l wn 

makes th em to stay in. Dessie town.. 

On the othe r ha nd , th eir engagemen t in low pa id Illrol'ln ' ll scrvi '$ I,: l1 i('h 

made th em unable to save m on ey to help their fnm ily and th d 

returnee female migrants' social position within rural so i ' ti s r Lv 

major reclsons that forced them to stay in the town. 

With rega rd to job opportunity, it is clear that migrants wer ·· p rl IYlid 

in their job ea rnings but they consider that the payment is almost Iv a s 

higher than what they would have earned in their own rural vill g s , It i ' 

repeatedly heard from female migrants Ikegeter habit yeketma dihin i 

(urban poverty is be tter tha n rural wealth). 

In addition , they explained that although life is expensive in town th ' 

rural fem rde migran t s can economically 13upport th emselves ,md send ing 

e'th . . ' t th ' t'aluilles tnad , lh In to t~\ In 
I er mOltenal or flllanclaJ support 0 elr ' . 

Dessie . The study result showed that though migrants are di ff rin in 

sending remitta nces, all send according to their levels of incom . 
. '1 f tly at least with m 

sex workers a re h e lping their faml y requen , 
, . Il ba ' and cloth) \l hil ail ' 

remittances (coffee, sugar, kerosene gas or am " 
lab servants and street vendors took r mil 

ourers, house maid 
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when they went for vacation in the time of holidays and tr 

ceremonies. 

Other reason for rural females to stay in the urban c n tr i the t tl 

can learn -a lot of skill such as the proper way of cookin g nnd dr ', sit, 

and persnn, lI clean ness. Th ey compare the urban life with 'I nn " tll1 I 
expressed it with urban slang 'tera tsda bilesh tinon:al h' (Livit in tI (' 

town makes you neat and tidy). 

Data oblained through interview revealed that urban fr IiI' is th e t her 

reason Lo female migrants to resist returning to rund origin . Ur . n Ii . I.­

empowering fema le migrants in terms of higher s 11'- st m el l I 

increased economic independence. Migrant females want t from 

rural social a nd family's constraints, especially the divorc d f m I J II 

have free life . As Tshay, 18 years old street vendot· express d th t 

Living in the town makes me free from specific male controlled and 
domination, no domestic responsibilities and there is al -o Jre dom 
of movement and I can also establish a variety a/friendship. 

Female migra nts d esired to stay in Dessie beGIUHC LISP' l of rural lif ' 

always l10 ticed by ; IS a life in darkness . Most of th em weI' not In tc-rc .-lcd 

to go bdck to their rural village because they are fa lnili ar with th urban 

environment such as the presence of electric lights, schools , h I h 

services, pure water, job opportunity, etc., which more attract th 'm t 

stay in Dessie than to return to the rural village. 

From Individual and POD interview, female migrants asserted that . 'n 

though urban life ' is difficult in terms of employment, housing probl m 

bl 't I' better to live with h cost of living and social and other pro ems, 1 s 

existing problem than to go back to rural areas. Almost all f mal 

" b k to I'heir rural hom . or 
mIgrants do not have curiosity to go ac , . 

. . d t divorce case and fam il po r 
Importantly, those who mIgrate ue 0 



are highly resista nt to go back to their rura l vi ll age p I'm n 'nl! . TI (' 

have developed pessimistic image about the rura l a rea . th i ~ mi 1 I b 

one factor rei nforcing choice of an urban lifestyle a nd r fu s I r rur. I Ii 

as a future option. 

Therefore, as the co1lected data showed more female migrant 

network with their rural background an9 they have mak a visit or 

remittan ce as they earned better income but they do not 11 d t 

nt , 

home 'and live the'r 'e. Interview obtained through FGD show .d th ttl , 

hoped fu ture life in Desie to be good by working hard or lh ro ,I 

diversifyill g the ir livelihood . If not possib1e, they would ~o 1.0 Addi s Ab;lh I 

or Middle E:JsL Arab countri es lo earn more in come :1/1 I inlprov tl wi)' 

living standard because they thought tha t life in Addis a nd Midcll 1': :'1 .' ( 

is deligh tful. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

PRACTICAL IMPLICATION, CONCLUSION AND 

RECOMMENDATION 

5.1 Prac t ical Implication 

As stated earlier, t he a im of this research was to investiga t lh prol I I 

of rura l fem a le migrants and their survival mechanism in 0 

making thc studied group a s the concern of lhe stu I " In rd '(' to 

analyse a nd interpret migrants' situation, different theori 5, m 

approaches were employed. 

The ru ral "push" and urban "pull" factors approach or th 

migration theory, pointed out the concept thai ec:ollomi , P lili '81, end 

gendc) spec ific rllra l unfavora hle sodal and clt lLurn l fo ctors pu sh Clnd 

the 3 Jlp ;m' nl Url) ~ Ul settin gs pull females lowrtrcls Urb811 ' nt ·r . Thl . 

approclch is more applicable in the context of t.hh study, Bu , th . main 

reason for rural-urban female migration to Dessie town i - mol' of pu -11 

factor :~ . 

As the study result showed that economlC factors such a - p rl , . 

drough t , la nd ci egrada tion, low productivity, lack of ba i na urCl l 

resource a nd the d ecline of the size of landholdings whi h r ul d in 
, th' t push the rural f m< I ' to 

poverty a nd famine are major re~sons a . 
, , " j ' Iral villag al 0 form d 

Dessle town. High pressure of populatiOn tn L ' 
. ,, ' f J migrants to mi r 

another push fa ctor that forced most emu e s Lh ' oth I' ' nc\"r 
Dessie town. Economic dependency of women wa 

spec il'i c 'fa c tor th ::tt pushed rural females towards Des. i 

to 
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political .factor pushing rural female migrants is the oth r r 

used as elll expla natory tool to this study Lack of ' h' . owner Ip 

such as land and oth er property is a reason of fern I I . ' . u e m grRII n 

town. 

The conventional migration theory highlights fema les nol on ly mi rc It' I 

because of economic reasons only but also other gender sp 

cultural factors pushed them to urban center. Similarl , b sid 'I; 

economic factor, rura l females come to Dessie towh due to so io- ul r' l 

factors such as lack of social services, family disintegration thr 1 111 

death and divorce, marriage a nd related causes like early ITI arriLl , 

marnage I h l'<Ju gh ;\dOpl ion , divorce and rur,i1 RQci Iii '!' n g:11 i . 

perception (isolation) towards divorced and la te marril 'd f ITI ' i1 ' " 

extended fa mily dispute, wife inheritance ('warsa ' and 'wur 'j, ;1 1 I 

family a rra ngement of mmriage pushed them to Dessle town. 

The other positive argum ent of this theory is the pull facto's to r r \­

urban migra tion. The presence of better social servi ces su h as 

education communi cation health and market center in the town aUra l , , 

the rural fem a le mi grants. Job opportu.nities like the presen e of variou s 

informa l sectors in con stru ction, petty trade and other fi eld work allm t 

many individual' r~ral fem a les to Dessie town. Kin and peer pressure and 

social n etwork a nd rural famili es view towards migration have r l 

eontribul ior110 mi gr;Ition process . 

Both world system a nd n eo-classical economic theory stated th 

. d' . b d nt area to centre C pi 
m lVldu,als m ove from periphery labour a un a ' 
ab d . f I In order to impro lh 

Un a llt a rca, from scarce to resource u area 

d ,t 11d female migrati n In 
standard of living which is important to un ers a 

the context of th e study area. Female migran ts ca me from h 



surrounding periphelY rural area due to lack ofJ'ot . , ) OpporlUlll t 
of available resources in the rural background. 

Differeot writers supported that, Proximity of the urbFIJ1 and I'llI' lin g 
affect mjJ ~ r ; l t i()n prcwesses (Lee 1l)66, in Pedrazo l l )C' I ' ()7' T I 

, .1. , , 1'0 , 11 I 

Smith, 2(03). They argue that distance from the nea rest larg t wn h • 

facilitate th e process of migration which mean the nearer th rurc I hem . 

has the h ighe r the interaction. Lee (1966, in Pedrazo , 1991:307), T 

,n and Smit h (2003) also m entioned transportation COHt ahd clistan 

influence th e potential migrants towards urban centre. It i 

applica bl e in th e study area. As it is clearly presented in Mop I m s l ) 

the responden t 's origin is around the immediate rural arCL f (':i .' i · 

town . In turn, short distance of the o~igin has the great import n . r r 
migrants for having frequent interaction, flow of informa ti n ~ln I 

materials. 

Migrati oll syste m th eory is anot-her theory which 18 import'oll t to n ~d . s 

the caust' s o r fc mak migr;lt ion to Dessie town . This I-hcory has, th r 'for ' 

emphasized social networks are important determinants of migration nd 

the decision to new a reas is largely influenced by the presence of 10 r 

relatives or friends because female migrants would expect human nd 

financial h elp that rescu e them from urban problems and constraints , 

In the study a r ea, most female migrants came to Dessie due to h 

. . . d . th t n Urban relatives pr t presence of relatlvesjkm or fnen s 111 e ow . 

h . . h t th' face at the cou r e of 
t em from different problems and vlOlence t a . ey 
'h . . . f 1 l' 1- to the new migrant · 
t elr arnva l. In addition, urban relatIves oune. 0 )8 

they also pro~{d~d them with shelter and made the migratory PI' 
. . . H . in most cases f m 

safer for the migrants and theIr famIlIes. owevel , 

migrant S Dl-c m a ltreated by urba n relatives. 

10 



5.2. Conclusion 

Rural fema les migra ted to Dessie town due to ec . 
onoml " i I ~ 11 I 

economic factors qoth in the urban and rural settings . POor r 11' . 1 

economic conditions as well as gender specific economl'c . I 
. , so I ; n 

cultural factors are attributing factors to rural-urban female migr ti n il 

the study area. 'On- the other hand, urban faVOUrable conditio . app l r 

to be the main reasons to attract female migrants to Dessie town . 

Female m i grclll ts in til e stu dy are,) faced varieties of sochl and 

problems . It can be concluded that female migrants exposed to nd I' 

based violence a nd discrimination, physical and sexual exploit ti n 

vulnerabk to HIV / AIDS and other sexually transmitted disew'l s, uri im 

female poverty as they are migrants a nd female s too. For the chall ngc!i 

that they faced when they a re living and working they d~vised a ran f 

active, passive a nd social n etwork coping mechanisms. 

Active surviva l strategies of female migr.ants are participating in vari us 

jobs. This is main ly at the time of a rrival and in diversifying their incom 

generating activities Uob mobility) after they relatively adopt the urban 
life . 

F I . . , Itt 'Ies sllch as searchin ema e mlJ·; I'Clllls a lso used pASSIve survlva s ra eg , 0 _ , 

dd
O 

0 • • d sing se ond hand a ItlOnaJ in come , consuming low pnce 100 s, U " . 

cl th ' . I t' trad i1lonal medicine 0 o es, sh anng food a nd room, usmg a terna lve ... 

minimize th e living costs . 

S . . . . Ittances), with th oCIal network with the rura l fa mIlIes (exchanging rem 

'ation and migrants a nd urban dwellers (forming voluntary assocI 

10 



cooperation and sharing lives with male partn' d . 
el tl a n see kll1 id) u 

as a surviva l strategies. 

Finally, wi th regard to future plans of female migra t 
11 s, even lh u h th 

faced more ch a llenges in the town, they were resistant to go ba k t 1I ir 

rural ori gin because of some positive aspects they obtclined 
lhro Igh 

migratior1 s u ch as job opportunity, economic indelJelld '11 • d' 
. , ::l n 111 J 

remittances, free · life from cultural isolation alld constra in ts nd 

availabili ty of socia l services. 

5.3. Recommendation 

Based on · the · aforementioned findings and conclusion, the foIl win 

recommendations h a ve been forwarded: 

Governmc n t poli cy through its relevant ministries, ('speci nlly thrOll!' h 

Ministry o/" Women Affairs Office, Labour and socilli Affair and 

Population Policy Council should address the issue of female migr li on . 

In doing so , the interest, attitudes and experiences of female migrant 

should be incorporat ed . 

Absence of job a nd income opportunities in rural a reas has forced man 

people to move to the town . Providing migrants with non-agricultural job 

opportunities through the intensification of small scale industries for th 

young fema le population to work and l~ve in the r11ral areas can redu 

the rural out migra tion substantially. 

A large num ber of migrants move particularly from 1he surrounding ru ml 

ar lh town to look for ea and other Woreda of South Wollo Zone to e 

mod I f.3;' I:·lnced (:!l'strj'j)ull'lll1 of various mod rn ern 1..1 nail soc icll servi ces, " 

facilities and th e provision of different sodal services such 

I (Ie 



infrastructure, water and electricity services to the' . I 
I LlI a ar Q nd h r 

centers of th e zone will d ecrease the flow of rur 'u-u 1· • . 

( r )an mlgra Ion . 

It is true that population pressure, lack of natural r Our 

environ m en tal d egra dation , poverty a~d famin e rr'SLlltecl ' '. I I 

, Inlul a -url nn 
migration ·of females . Thus, increasing agricultlLrl:1l productivity thr ugh 

the provi sion of modern agricultural inputs and Intensification of IRi l 

irrigation projects would h ave significant impac t in nlinimizin g th now 

people br '(,;:11.1Se o r pove rty n ncl fa mine. 

Various unpleasant gend er specific socio-economic probl ms push I'll 1';,1 

females to leave their rura l origin. A lot has been expected to b d n n 

ehangin~', the a ttitllde of rura l societies towards socia lly on tru I( I 

gender perception through formal and informal edu cation Lit lh I'c1::; , 

root level . 

Female migrants are more vulnerable to physical and sexual xpJ j a ion 

and abuses than their m a le counter parts since they work in g n I'r 

segregated and unregula ted sector of the economy, such a ~ , dom li 

work anclprostitution and informal sectors. Thus, the concerned b di ' 8 

(Government, NOOs, and Women Affairs, Police offices, hosl ommuni li 8 

and othcTs) 'have to do a lot so as 1.0 prevent gcndcl' s peci fi c violcnc . 

Empowering rural kma les in a ll political, economic, socia l, and uit ural 

aspects en ables them to understand their right, open a chance to m k 

decision at a ll level which could resulted in self determination and 

protect th em selve s from male domination . 

One of th e limitations of this study is absence of accural and r nl 
. I r d t . d T tbis end there I a a a on fem a le immigra nts in the stu yarea. 0 , 

d f · . ants Lo prepare nee for a surve:y on number 0 1I11ffilgr . . 
bl of migratlOn 111 interven lion m ech a nisms for address.ing the pro em 

general . 
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Interview Guide 

1. Characteristics a nd genera l profile of r spo nel c ll tH? 

Name /\p'l' 

Place of birth 

Marital Status 

Edlll 'a l ion a l Bc l kgr UI d 

o c LlpllLi on 

Religion L n ~ t h of I a 

2. Can you te ll me aboul your family background? 

Family Number 

Educational Background 

Livelihoods 

Marriage condition: living togeth er /8ep 

live, ) who suppo rts you r fami l'y? 

3 . How long is it sIn ce you ca me here? 

4. Under whose decision s could you ome h r ? 

Ulldcr your (lwn c\('( ' isions 

UJ1der family dec is ions _ _ _ 

UJ1der peer pressure ___ olhers , _ _ 

5. What informa tion did you hav aboul urba n life I 

6, Why rlid you choose to mi grate int o Dc~si to n? 

Because of Proxim ity / Demogra phi r -a:-;o l / 

Because of Kinship /Soc ia l N lwork / ( Lil r ,' , __ 

llhm? 

7, Do you h a ve re la tives or fri nd , in Lhi s tov n? If so, L kind or 

support do you gel fr om th m? I f nOl , what In ( \. ' \ 11'( : liel u tak < t the 

course of your arr'iva l? 

8, Did you kn own Lhe reas n why OU Il f m \ s nrc ml gr t to 0 S ' \ 

town? 
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Economic factors Political 

Socio-cultural factors others , ---

9. What kind of job do you currently have 10 worl ? 

10 . What was your first work? 

11 . How could you decide to .choose such a kind () f j(,j ? 

12 . How did .you get the opportunity? / Through y OII!" l' Inli vC' , Ihrou h 

your own effort, through brokers, Specify, If th ere ::lTI : oth J' " ___ I 

13. Do you have any additional means of In comc( ·' I" c· i r, _. 

14. How much do you earn a ) per day? _ b) i!1 a J11()nt.il ? __ ClLh r , _._ 

15. How d() you :·;pe ncl your daily or monthly in c() llw ' 

16. Are there any bad or good things that encountl I' 'd II r , '(' 

of your stay h ere? /How did you get urba n life? 

Socio-economic condition (J ob opponunit 

condition and hours, etc) 

W ;:II, workin 

Access to Social Services (Education , h al ~ h .·(:rvi ~ ,·t ) 

Basic needs supply, such as housing, food, l UI I c1ot.hing. 

Urban setti'ng' (City life, social relations wiLh (,LIl r ma l Qnd r mal 

migrants and the hos t community, ct ) 

17. How did you cope up with th e problem? 

18. Do you have a ny fa mily con tacL? 

19. Do y011 orrer :my gifts Lo your famil y, If no!, \'11 "2 

20. Wha t cl() think "bout your fuLure n rri r'( 0 ' m l W e nl Lo b; II' \' 

home or stay h e re? 
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Focused Group Dis cussion /FGD / for Informants 

1. Under whose decisions could you come h ere? 

2 . What information did you have about urban life before you left h ome? 

3 . Do you have relatives or friends in this town? If so, wha t kind of 

support do you get from them? If not, wha t m easure did you take in the 

course of your arriva l? 

4 . Did you know the reason why young females migra te to Dessie town? 

5. What are the possible job opportunities in this town? 

6. Are there any .ta? or good things that encountered you in the course 

of your stay here? 

7 . Wh a t kind of rela tions you have with rura l pa r nts/ rela tive ? 

8 . What kinds of gifts you offer to your rura l pa rent Ir lativp. ') 

9 . What kind of rela tions you h ave with other migrants I both m a l 8. 11 I 

female? 

10. Wha t kind of rela tions you have with th e urI an co m mu niLy? 

11. Wha t do think a bout your future carrier? 

Focus ed Group Discussion /FGD/ fC)r CSWs 

1. Why did you choose such kind of job? 

2. Do you have regula r income? If not wha t do possible m easur do you 

take when you lost business? 

3 . How do your customers treat you? 

4 . Wha t a re the major problems-th a t you en countered? 

5 . How do you cope up with the problem s? 

6 . Do your family aware of your job? 

7 . Wh a t kind of relati on do you have a mon g themselves , with the fa mily , 

an d urban community? 

Interview Gu ide for Key Infornlants 

1. Do you think the ra te of rura l-urb an migration 1l1 crease or 

decrease in the la l five years? 
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2. Who are the female migrants? (in terms of age a nd oth er 

demographic characteristics) 

3. Under whose decision female migrants come to Dessie town? 

4. From where female migrants come to this town? 

5. What are the major causes of females tha t lead them to urban 

area s? 

6. What are the characteristics of migrant fem a le 's soc·io-economic 

conditions a t th e Place of destination? 

7 . What are the sources of livelihood of fema le mi grnnts? 

8. Wha t a re the possible job opportunities in this town? 

9. Wha t are the major work female migrants en gaged in? 

10. Why did they choose such kind of work? 

11. What are the major problems of migrant fema l s In the 

dcstin8tion? 

12 . Do you think migrants' right is respected here? 

13 . What possible measures taken by the government in rela tion to 

rura l- urban migration? 

14. What is the relation of )Lour institution with them? 

15. Do you allow giving credit for migrants? 
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