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ABSTRACT 

This pa pe r presents the ana lysis of Gumuz verb morphology. The paper 

cons ists of four par ts . The first part pr esen t s a brief description of the language , 

the people , t he review o f th e lit er a ture a long with the objective a nd m e thod 

of the study. The second part deals with the phonology of Gumuz, in whi ch 

39 consona nt and 5 vowel phone mes are identified. The syllable structure , the 

clusters , t he suprasegmetal phonem e , t one , are discussed . The 

morphophonological proc esses that the a ffixe s und er go are also pre sented. 

The third part of the p a per is concere nd with the verb infl ections of t he 

categories person, number, tense , aspect, mood and polarity. In this section 

several pr efixes and suffixes are identifi ed and described . It was found out 

that all forms of verbs are r egular , e xcept the ve rb to be . The fourth part 

summarizes what has been discussed in the preceding sect ions . 
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DEFINITIONS OF DIA C RITIC MIIHKS liND S UM BOL S 

1. C glot tal i zeu consonil n l 

Z. 11 uvular fl"icocltiv C' 

3. / high tone 

-4 . 
, lo w t one 

5. I phonological environment 

6. a position in the envil'onmcnt 

7. 
-- - - ) 

becom es or rewri t ten as 

8. -r morph e m e boundar y 

9 . t· wonl bo undar y 

10 . Imp. impe ra tiv e 

1 1. Plu,.. plural 

n. Pres t present 

13. Fut. futur e 

14. 5th . something 

13. Ii t. lit e ,-all,. 

16 . ll1orph olog iC~ll featUl"C mat l"ix 

17. l zer o mor pheme 

IS . I1ELJ . rctl upl i C~l t ion 

19 . vI. voiceless 

ZO o vJ . voic ed 

Zl. ej e c t. ejectiv e 



1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. The Language and the People 

Gumuz is one of the Ethiopian koman languages, under the Nilo­

Saharan phylum, spoken in the Western part of Ethiopia, that is in some 

parts of Wellega , Gojjam and Gondar along the Sudan border. 

Gumuz has local dialects of which Saysay, Kokit, Disoha and Jammoa 

are some , spoken by various c lans . 

The area of the Gumuz people e xtends from near Metemma on the 

Sudan Border, southward through Begemidir and Gojjam a nd across the 

Blue Nile into the Didessa valley as far as the Lekemt Gimbi road. 

(Bender, 197 5:62). 

The Gumuz people migrated from Gojjam into Wellega, for different 

reasons they were taken as tenants and slaves, and then started to leave 

Gojjam because of high t axes and conflict with Amharas, Arabs, Agaw, 

BUOl'O (Shinasha) and Zala (Bender, 1981 :81). 

The Gumuz people are known as Gumis , Ganza, meaning "eldersll. 

The name IIGumuz" seems t o be unknown to the Didessa valley clans, 

instead they are known as Baga meaning "people" and the language baga 

t se lit mean ing (people-ear) . On the other hand the most common name 

used by outsiders is S'ang illa, meaning "very black", a term used for any 

dark coloured skin. 

1.2. The Literature 

Most of the materials written on Gumuz focus on the Gumuz people 

and their culture. There are very fe w pUblications written on the language . 

The materials on the people, culture and language are the following: 

Tucker A.N . and Bryan M. A., point out the areas where the Gumuz 

language is spoken, in "The Non-Bantu Languages of North Eastern Africa" . , 
(w ith a supplenent on the Non-Bantu languages of Southern Afri ca), 

written in 1956. 
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The second book written in the same year by Ernesta Cerulli , 

"Peoples of South-West Ethiopia and its borderland", focuses on the origin 

of Gumuz , the ir history, tradit ion, economy and political system . 

James Wendy in his book Kwanimpa "The making of the Uduk. An 

ethnographic study of survival in the Sudan Ethiopian Borderlands", when 

mentioning the comt:1on marriage system among the Koman people, t alks 

about the number of Gumuz people , their location a nd the cultura l 

similarity between Gumuz and Uduk , Komo and Shita. He points out the 

way marriages are arranged and that these marriage arrangements are 

m ajor political matters, both as a cause of hostilities and a means of peace 

making. 

Bender in "The Non-Sem itic languages of Et hiopia", under the tit le 

tt The literature on kornan characterist ics" says that the consideration 

of Gumuz as one of the Koman languages is questionable . And comparisons 

of personal pronouns among Ko mo, Shit a, Buldit, Uduk, Kwama, and Gumuz 

are presented. Based on t hese comparisons he says that Gumuz is either 

very deviant or not a member of the above mentioned languages a t all. 

The same author in "The Eastern edge of the Sahel Ethiopian 

NiloSahelians", mentions the divis ion of Ethiopian peoples histori cal and 

cultural classi fica t ion. 

James Wendy in UNotes on the Gumuz, the ir culture, history and 

survival", mentions that Wes t ern Shanqill a includes the Gumuz people, 

and describes t he kinds of weapons they used to resist the Abyssinian 

incursions and to attack the Agaws. He talks about the Gumuz speaking 

people who claimed to have a r elationship with Funj nobility of Sennar , 

and the ancient connection between the Gumuz and the Nile valley. He 

also mentions the people, the language and it s dialects, the areas spoken 

in, the complex nature and difficulty of the language for a for e igner. 

Irwin Lee in rrSome Saysay sentence P atterns l1
, g ives lists of pronouns, 

paradigms of verbs classified into t ypes, in the present, past and future 

tense forms. Conjugations of jussive, imperative and negative forms of 

some verbs are presented. 
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M.L. Bender in "Peoples and Cultures of the Ethio-Sudan 

Borderlands", identifies the list of names by which the Gumuz people 

call themselves , and the names given to them by others. He mentions 

the number of Gumuz people living in Wellega and other places. He lists 

the number of clans, the way these clans are divided into subgroups and 

the d ifferent names of these sub clans. He also mentions the way these 

people migrated from Wellega , and the reasons for their migr ation from 

Gojjam. The type of marriage system these people entertain, their 

r eligion , the crops they plant , the domestic animals found and their staple 

diet are also described. 

"The Ethiopian Nilo-Saharans", another book by M.L. Bender, 

mentions the areas where the Gumuz language is spoken, the total num ber 

of speakers and clans, and the legend about the dispersal of these clans. 

The different names of the Gumuz people are identified. The author points 

out that very little has been done on this language, and gives list of words 

of one of the dialects of Gumuz, known as Saysay. 

nGumuz :a sketch of grammar and lex icon" by the above author 

is the first material in which some works on the Phono logy, Morphology, 

Syn t ax and Semantics of the Gumuz la nguage are shown. In the first part 

the nOr.1enclat ure i s gi ven. 

In Wallmark Patrick's book, "The basic occ upat ion of the Say" : "A 

Nilo ti c tribe of Northern Wellega", the villages o f the Say, the people , 

their religion and popular belief are mentioned. 

"A Phonology of GUI7lUZ", written in 1983 by Aster Ze,",die, describes 

the segmental, suprasegmental phonemes and their allophones and th e 

structure of the syllable patterns. Finally it pinpoints some of the problems 

that need further s tudy. 

The most relevant material related to the pre sent study is the B.A 

t hesis by Behailu Abebe , entitled, "A Brief Morphological Study of Nouns, 

Verbs and the Structure of Simple Sentences in Gumuz". The writer's 
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objective was to describe the s t r u c ture of the siI:1ple sentences, but he 

includes the morphology of nouns and verbs needed for his analysis. The 

morpological part contains some parts of inflec tions, and properties of 

verbs. He describes the structure of the verb and identifies the person, 

number, tense and aspec t affixes. The difference between Behailu's and 

the present study is the type of affixes identified. 

Peter Unseth has written two papers on Gumuz of wh ich the first 

one is "The Dialect Survey and Morphological Notes". This paper contains 

the location, his tory and r eports on intelligibility. The purpose of the 

study, according to the author, is to deterI:1ine" the kind of languages spoken 

in the Blue Nile Valley along the Wellega shore, and to make intelligibility 

tests among the Gumuz groups. He describes the procedure used to make 

these tests. Finally, the semantic shifts of some Gumuz words and the 

fact that Gumuz has retained the K-prefix (moveab le K) found in all 

NiloSaharan languages, are mentioned. 

The second work is entitled "Selected aspects of Gumuz phonology", 

in which a description of lab io-velar stops, tone, syllabic nasals and glottal 

stops are presented. The data are based on the Gum uz dialect spoken 

in the village of Sirba, Mendi Wereda, Gimbi Awraja, Wellega. 

The latest material written on the Gumuz language is by Henning 

Uzar, under the title "Studies in Gumuz: Sese Phonology and TMA system" 

in topics in Nilo-Sharan linguistics edited by M.L. Bender. It is based 

on the dialect of Gumuz known as Sese spoken in Wellega. The study 

consists of tw o parts, the first concerned with the phonology and the 

second with the morphology of Gumuz. Minimal pairs of the consonants 

and vowels are pres .~nted. Thus 34 phonemic consonants and 5 vowels 

have been identified. Furthermore the syllable patterns, the word , and 

the word order are also analysed. In the morphological part, Uzar 

compares his findings with those of Irwin Lee concerning the number of 

tenses Gumuz verbs have, and the division of the ve~b types. He says 

that Gumuz verbs distinguish between the future, the present past, and 

remote past tense forms. He points out that aspec t has two forI:1s: the 
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pe rfec tiv e and continuous, and that mood has the imperat ive, the jussive, 

the condi tiona l and Irreal negative form s. The findings of Uzar are quite 

differen t from those of the presen t study. The main r eason is that t he 

da ta on which the pr esent s tudy is based, are from a different dialec t 

which is spoken around Gojjam province , Meteke l Aw r aj a. 

1.3. The Present Study 

The main object ive of the present study is to analyse a nd describe 

the structure of Gumuz verbs. 

This study deals with the verb inflec tions, and the 

morphophonological processes that the affixes undergo. 

The method employed to achieve the objective o f the research is 

by elic iting data based on WeImer's list, other verb paradigms and 

sen tences. Then the structure of the ver bs is analayzed . 

Although t he pr esent study is limi t ed to the analysis and description 

of the structure of Gumuz verbs, it seems to be necessary to mention 

something about morphology in general. 

Morphology is the study of the struc ture of ""ords. It was som etiI:les 

a ttached to the syn tactic component and some ti mes to th e phonological 

component and thus was ignored for a long time within generative 

framewor k. Certain phenomena were found outside the domains o f the 

syn tactic and phonological component and these phenomena had to be 

put into the m orpholog ical component , and thereby led to the recognit ion 

of morphology as an independent entity (Ar onoff, 1976:4-6) . 

From the review of the literature it is obvious that very little has 

been done on this subj ec t. Furthe rmore the posit ion o f Gumuz as koman 

even as a Nilo-Saharan language is questiona ble. Thus this study may 

be significant in contributing t o the know ledge of the morphology of 

Gumuz . The results o f this s tudy can ser ve as a means of clari fying the 

classification o f NiloSaharan languages in gener a l and Gum uz in particular. 

" ' 



l. A BRIEF DESCRDYfION OF GUMUZ PHONOLOGY 

In this part of the paper, the charts of consonant a nd vowel 

phonemes, the syllable structures as well as a description of the consonant 

clust ers , the suprasegmentals a nd the morphophonlog ical processes are 

present ed. The purpose is t o fac ilita te the understanding of inflectional 

processes. Gumuz has thirty nine consonants and fiv e vowel phonemes. 

l.l. Consonant Phonemes 

Stops vI. 

Vd . 

eject. 

Implosive 

Fricative. 
vI 
vd 

Af fricate 
vi 
vd 

eject 

Nasal 

Lateral 

Flap 

Sem ivowel 

The consonant phonemes consist of twelve stops, tw o i!!lplosives, 

nine fri ca tives seven a ffric ates, five nasals, one lateral, one flap and 

two glides. These are shown in the follow ing chart. 

I. CONSONANT CHART 

Bilabial Labio- Alveolar Palatal Post- Velar Labio- Uvular 

Dental Palatal Velar 

p t k k W 

b d g ClJw 

t k kW 

0' ,C 

f s S Xw x 
~ 

z z R 

ts (! Cr 

It 
ts I! ~I . 

m n Ii 
.:) J W 

1 

r 

w y 

Glottal 

? 

I 
I 

h 

I 
I 

I 

.. 
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II. VOWEL CHART 

2.2. The Vowel Phonemes 

Gumuz has five con trasting vowel phonemes , these are i,u, e,o and a. 

Front Central Back 

High i u 

Mid e 0 

Low a 

The central low vowel has three allophnes [al, [ land [tl the sta tus of these 

vowels was not clear in the phonology and was left open for other researchers 
• 

to solve -the problem . But in the morphology, the status of these vowels has 

become clearer. The environments of these sounds are ind icated in the 

morphopnology part. 

2.3. The Syllable Structure 

In Gumuz ther e are close as we ll as open syllables. The types of 

the syllable patterns and their examples are presented as follows. 

Syllable Types Examples Gloss 

CV [tel 'tear' 

C I VC 2 ~osl 'stab' 

C I VC 2C3 [JinzJ 'fry' 

2.4 . The Consonant clusters 

In most of the clusters, one of the members is a resonant. There 

are very few clusters t hat consist of combinations of obs truents alone. 

In Gumuz two affricates or an affrica te plus a resonant, or an affricate 

p lus a fricative, or an affricate plus a stop are not a llowed to form 

clusters. 

2.5. Suprasegmentals 

Consonant and vowel length are not phonemic. What is important 

is tone , and this will be discussed in the next section. 

2.5.1. Tone 

Tone plays a significant role in the Gumuz language. The term "tone" 

(linguistic) refers to a particular way in which pitch is utili zed in language. 

(Gandour, 1978 :41) 
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There are two con trasting register tones, high and low. 

Tone conveys lexical as well as morphological meanings of words. 

As a result of this, the Gumuz language can be considered to be a tone 

language. Welmers, says that "a tone language is a language in which 

both pitch phonemes and segmental phonemes enter into the c omposition 

of a t least some morphemes (Welmers, 1959 : 80). 

According to the data analysed, the tone bearing units are the vo we ls 

and every vowel carries tone. 

Since tone is important in this language, the study discusses a) lexical 

tones which bring about contrast of meaning of lexical items and b) 

"morphological tone". Therefore words with different lexical tones, and 

words with morphological tone will be presented, consecutively. 

2.5.1.1. Words With Different Tone Patterns 

~ , , 
1. / d il/ 'little' 4. / xora/- 'snake' 

/ ay;'/ - 'w a ter' 
, 

2. 5. n'awa/ - 'dog' 

3. 
, , 

/ duwa/ - 'child' 6. 
, , / 

/ manziya/ - 'we t' 

7. 
' \1'.; ~ , 

/ k aca/ - basket 

2.5.1.2. Words that contrast in lexical meanings 

1. 

2. 

In Gumuz, the lexical meanings of certain words are different 

because the tone leve ls are different. This is seen in the following 

contrasting words wh ich have different tone levels . 

r. / \ 
/ biya/ - 'pus' 

I ' / masa/ - 'god' 

vs. 

vs 

"'. , 
/biya/ - 'neck' , / 

/ masa/ - 'to eat' 

The above minimal pairs wi th a high low and low high tones have 

been observed. 
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Z.S.I.3. Words that Contrast in Mcnyhological Meanings 

a. 

b. 

c . 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Gumuz verbs are concatenations of different morphemes and each 

of these morphemes carries tone. The morphemes that carry tone are 

the roots a nd the affixes. Tone in the morphology of Gumuz is sign ificant 

in distinguishing between 1) the infinitive and the 3rd person singular 

future t e nse form and 2) adjec tives and verbals, like the following. 

, , / , 
/masa/ - 'to eat' VB /masa/ - 'he will eat' 

, / , , 
/ mafa/ - 'to drink' vs /mafa/ - 'he will drink' , " /m~y~/ - 'he will go' / moya/ - 'to go' vs. 

/maba6ti - 'to h it' 
I ' • 

vs. /m abal!a/ - 'he will hi t' 

/ mat'ay;'/ 'to send' 
/ ' , 

vs. /m ataya/ - 'he will send' 
, .' I / , , 

/mag ika/ - 'to push' vs. / m agoka/ - 'he w ill push' 

In the above examples, it is observed tha t the assignment of one 

tone level on a particular morpher.le de termines the morphological 

meanings of words. Therefore tone can also be considered as one of the 

morphemic units to form Gumuz verbs. 

Based on the above words it can be said that the basic tone patterns 

In verbs are low high and high low. Since the obligatory contour principle 

of autosegmetal phonology says that if t wo identical tones COr.le next 

to each other they will be collapsed automatically into one "segment" 

(Van der Hulst and Smith;1983:8) . Therefore the words with HLL or LLH 

ar,d etc ... ",ill be reduced to HL or LH, respectively. 

The "F Smooth" diagrar.ls produced by the computer are attached 

on the next page. 
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l.6. Morphophonological Processes 

There are some morphophonemic c hanges caused by inflec tional 

morphemes. These are vowel de le tion. epenthesis. assimi lation 

and metathesis. 

l.6.1. Final Vowel Deletion 

l.6.l. 

Gumuz verbs end in vowels. and mostly with the central vowel /a/ . 

which is deleted in the conjugation of the first person singular and third 

person singular and plural past and future tense form. 

Root 

sa 

gika 

Affixes + Root 

Underlying 
, . ' 

/ d-a-ra-sa/ . .­
/ d-a-sa/ 

/d-a~s~sa/ , . , 
/ d-a-de-sa/ 

\ . ~./ 

/ d- a-de-sasa 

I , ! I 
/ d- a-ra-gika/ 

/ d-a-g ika/ 

/ d-a-gig(k,{/ 
", . 

/ d-a-de -g ikit/ 

/d-a-d~-gigika/ 

Surface 
/ , 

[d-.l-rlS] , 
[d+ s] 

, , 
[d-;}-=] 

, . 
[d..:}-de-s] 

, , . 
[d-:l--de-sas] 

,/ " / 

[d~-r ~g ik] 

[d+gik] 
/ ' , 

[d+ gigik] 
. I 

[d+degik] . . , 
[d-d.d~gi·gik] 

'Gloss' 

'I ate' 

'he/ she ate' 

'they ate' 

'he/ she vl ill e at ' 

'they will ea t' 

'I pushed' 

'he/she pushed' 

'they pushed' 

'he/ she will push' 

'they will push' 

The rule that dele t es the final vowel / a / at the end of a verb 

houndary can be written as:-

a ;> ¢ /- [-I] 

Epenthesis 

When the verb root with initial consonant is attached to t he prefix 

/ m-/ the epenthetic vowel / t l is inserted between the verb root and the 

prefix / r:l-/ . 
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Root Affix + Root underlying surface 'Gloss' 

fa m + fa 
.' , , 

mfa mtfa He will drink' 

sa m + sa rnsa -''- He will eat ' ~sa 

7efa~ya m +}e facYa m)efac 'fa mtl~ fac1a 'He will wash' 

gu~a I:l + gu~a 
/ " 

I He will dance' mtgu~a mtgu~a 

The rule that inserts the epenthetic vOVlel between the prefix /m/and the 

verb root can be wri tt en as: 

m ------:'7 rot/ [- bilabial lev root 

2.6.3.Prothesis 

When the verb root with initi al bilabial consonant is attached to 

the pre fix / '0-/ prothesis takes place. 

Root Affix + Root Underlying Surface 'Gloss' 

pita + pita mpita 
:, ' '.', 

'to li e' m tmplt a 

8aca + baca 'Oba~a 
/ "'... \ 'to heat ' m tmbaca 

beya + beya mbeya j " 'to fa ll' m tmbeya 

The rule that attaches the vow e l/ t / t o the prefix / r:l-/ is written 

as: 

m_-+r.1 / [- +bilabia ll ev root 

2.6.4 Vowel Assimilation 

The va.-,ei of the second affix that marks the future tense assimilates 

the plural marker morpheme / i/ in the conjugat ion of the first and second 

person plural forms. The future tense marker is the broken affix /dde/ . 
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underlying 
... , , " 

Idi-de-sa-kul 
" " \ I d -i-de-sa-ll 
, 'v 'v 

Id-i-de-sa-cl 

surface 
'" ' \ " 

[d-i-di-s~kul , '. 
[di-di-s..:t] 

, , I 

[d-i-di-Sl>~l 

'w e will eat'(incl.) 

'we will eat'(excl) 

'you will eat'(pl.) 

The rule that changes the front central vowel l ei to the front high 

vowel I ii is written as : 

e 

The change of Ia/ to It I 

The suffix l al which is attached to the verb root is changed 

to It / , when follwed by the morphemes I-gw / , and I-j l 

underling Surface 
\ . \ .,., 

I barasagwal 
.. ". ." 

[b.>r,;stgwal 'I am eating' 

[s(la) 'eat' 
'/ / , ,I 

[mtttja~] 'you will give (pI) 

The rule that changes l al to I i i is VJritten a s 

2.6.6. 

a---7 i 

The Change of la/to l al 

The suffix l al wh ich is attached to the verb root 

is changed to I I when attached to other morphemes. 

underlying surface 
, , -' I dasaml [dasJID] 'you ate' 
I' Id lsall '-' [dIS ll] 'we ate' 

Id i;i.dl [di~i.c] 'you ate' (pI) , , , 
I masasal 

, ' 
[mtsos] 'they will eat' 

The rule t hat c hanges lal to lOll in other morpheme 

boundaries is written as! 

a .y .) / - [-+] 



Z.6.7. 

- 16-

Reduplication 

In Gumuz reduplication is used as one of the plural markers. 

The first consonant or syllable of the verb root is reduplica ted to 

indicate the third person plural form. 

Underlying surface 
, , / / I 

/dasasa/ /~/ 'they ate' 
, , . .\ '\. 

/ masasa/ / mtsJS/ 'they will eat ' 
~ / '" ~ 

/d ,t~.tey/ ' they feared' / dateteya/ . , 

The rule of reduplication can be written as 

CV(c ) ---;> 



3. VERB INFLECTION 

Gumuz verb inflections are specified for the categories person, 

numbe r, tense , aspec t, mood and polarity . These categories communicate 

gramm at ical mea nings which are represen t ed by a bundle of morphological 

features , su ch as : f± pluralJ, l:+: pastJ, [!;. I, or .!: 11 or .!: IIIJ p erson ••• e t c 

(Jensen , 199 0 :5) 

The an alysis of this study is b ased on six hundred Gumuz verbs, and 

has been observed th a t all verbs, withou t r egard to the number of syllables 

they consisted , follo\", r egular p a tte rn except the verb t o be . So to avoid 

redundancy t he ve rb 'eat' I s-I is presented throughout. 

In Gumuz inflec tional categories suc h as person, nUI:1.ber t ense , 

aspect , mood and polarity are shown by prefixes and suffixes , as discussed 

below. 

3.1 P erson 

The category "person '1 distinguishes speaker (1 st person) addressee 

(2 nd per son) and non-participant 3r d person and, between inclusive (speaker 

+ addressee plus perhaps others) and exclusive (speaker + others, excluding 

addressee) fo rm s. (A nderson, 1985 :197.) Gumuz verbs dist inguish between 

first, sec ond a nd third person singular and plural. In add i tion thel"e are 

the first person inclusive and exclus ive form s. The inclusive form stands 

for speaker plus addr essee plus others , while the e xclusive fOl"m stands 

for speaker plus addr essee , e xcluding others. 

The person marker m orphemes are the followin g: 

[-plura l] [+plural] 

person [+1] - I ra-I [+1] - I-kul (inclusive) 

[+11] - I-ml [+1] - I- II (exclusive) 

[+11] - I-~'; 

[+III] - / ~I [+III] - IN 
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The first person singular has two allomorphs / r a- / and /-oa1 / , which 

are in complementary distribution. / ra-/ occurs in the conj ugation of 

the past tense, and the imperfective and perfective aspects, / -rIa?/ occurs 

in the future and jussive conjugations. 

The environments of the occurrences of /ra-/ and /-da7/ are shown 

as follows : 

1. / r a- / [+1, -plural] I r;: past] - l 
~+ perfective.~ 

Ex. a. 
/ / / 

/darag ik/ - '1 ate' 

b. 
\ " ;I 

/ barasagwa/ - '1 am eat ing' 
\ \ \ /, 

c. /barasagwana/ - ' 1 was eat ing' 

2.. ~uture]- l 
~mperative~ 

Ex. a . / masad'';?/ - 'I will eat ' 

b . / ts~da)/ - 'le t me go' 

3.2. Number 

Gurnuz verbs disting uish between singular and plural. The distinc tion 

is shown in the following conjuga ti on. 

person 

[-plural] 

[+1] - / darasa/ '1 ate' 

1] I " [+1 - /dasam / 'you ate' 

[ +plural] 
, I \ 

[+1] - / d isaku/ 

[+1] - / di'sal/ 

'we ate '(incl.) 

'w e a te' (excl.) 
, , 

[+lII] - / dasa/ 'he / she ate' [+IIJ - / d(sa c / 'you ate ' 
, , , 

[+lII] - / dasasa/ 'they ate' 

Singularity is marked by the morpheme la-I . The plural marker 

morphe me has four a llomorphs. These are / -i-/ , /-gwa/ , /- fta / and 

r eduplic ation I) / -i / occurs in the c onjugations of the first person inclusi ve 

and exclusive and the sec ond person plura l forms, 2) / -gwa/occurs in the 

"'I .. 
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conjugations of the first person inclusive in the future t ense and jussive 

form s 3) /-J'a/ occurs in the conjugations of the second person future tense 

a nd imperative forms, and 4) r eduplication of the first consonant or the 

first syllable of the verb root occurs in the conjugation of the third person 

plural forms. 

3.3. Tense 

Tense is a grammatical category of the verb expressing the time 

relat ionship of the action r eferred to. (Hartm ann and stork, 1972:235) 

Gumuz verbs distinguish past and fu ture tense for ns. These are expressed 

morphologically by the use of different morphemes. Furthernore they 

can be exp.-essed syntactically by the use of the adverbs of time . 

The morphemes that distinguish between pas t and future tense forns 

are presented as follows: 

3.3.1 Past tense 

The past tense form of a verb expresses an action which is completed 

prior to the time of utterance , It is marked by the morpheme /d- / , which 

is shown in the following conjugation based on the verb root /s-/ neaning 

'eat '. 

[-plural] [ +plural] 

Person [+ I] - /darasa/ 'I ate' 
," /' .. 

[+1] - /d isaku/ 'we a te' (inclusive) 
; , [+In - /dasan/ 'you ate' [+1] - /di~,{I/ 'we ate' (exclusive ) 
, / 

[+lll] - /dasa/ ' '0/ 'he / she ate ' [+IU - / di,ac/ 'you ate' 
I , / 

[+1Il] - / dasasa/ 'they ate' 

A verb in Gumuz cons ists of three affixes and a verb r oot. The first affix 

is marked with the past tense, the second with number and the third one 

wit h person, 



- 20 -

Table 1 gives the summary of markers in the pas t tense conjugation. 

Person Past tense number person verb Suffix person 

marker marker marker Root marker 

[-plura lJ 

[ +1] d- -a- J:a 3- a -
[+11] d- - a - s- a -m 

[+ IllJ d- -a- s- a ~ 
[ +pluraJ) 

[+IJ d- -i- s- a - ku 

[+IJ d- -I - s- a -I 

[ + II] d- -i- s- a -(f 

[+ IllJ d- -a+RED. s- a % 

TABLE I. SUMMARY OF THE TENSE CONJUGATION. 

The negative conjug a tion based on t he verb root / s-/ are a s follows: -

Person 

[-plur al] 

[+ IJ 
• , , I " / 

- / arasana:Jgowa/ 
.. \ I \ \ 

[+IIJ - / asana)gowom/ 
'. , , \ 

[+IIIJ - / asana)go/ 

[ +plura lJ 

~, / . " 

[+ IJ - / isanalgoku/ 
.. , , , 

[+IJ - / isan<i:Jgol/ 
.~ . . " "-

[+IIJ - / isana;;gocy/ 
'\ \ '" , , 

[+III] - /asasan~o/ 

'I did not ea t ' 

'Your did nt ea t' 

'H e/she did not eat 

'We did not eat 

'We did not eat' 

'You did not eat' 

'They d id not eat' 

In the conjugation of the negat ive form of the pas t t ense , the past 

tense marker r:1orpheme / d-/ is de le t ed, and the perfect marker morpheme 

/-na/ is attached to the verb root and is follow ed by the negative marker 

morpheme /-jgo/. 



Person 

[-plural] 

[+ I] 

[+11) 

[+ III) 

[+ Plural] 

[+1] 

[+1] 

[+II) 

[+ III) 
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Table IJ g ives th e sum mary of markers in the past t ense negative 

conj ug a t ion. 

Past Number Person Vert Peyeit Negative 

Marker Marker Marker Root Suffix Marker Marker 

- a ra- s -a na -.Qgo 

- a - s -a na - .)go 

- a - s -a na - ')go 

- 1 - S - a na -']go 

- 1 - S -a na - C)go 

- 1 - S -a na - ')go 

- a+RED s -a a - - )go 

TABLE II. SUMMARY OF THE NEGATIVE CONJUGATION IN THE PAST 

TENSE. 

3.3.2 Future t e nse 

Future t e nse expresses an ac tion which will t ake place at some future 

point in tiDe (Har toann a nd s tork. 1972:92) . 
" 

Gumuz verbs have two forms of the future tense wh ich are in free 

vari a tion . The first for m is marked by the prefix / ma-/ and the second 

one is marked by the dis continuous affixes /d-de/ . 

The conjugations of these forms are presented as follows: 

-plura l [+ plural] 

person [+ I) - / m <1s iicfa 1/ I will eat 
... , ,,\ 

[+I) -/m asagwaku/ 'we w ill ea ;: ' 

[+II) -/misam/ you will eat [+1] /m~salal/ 'we will eat' 

[+ III) -/m~d/ he/she will eat [+11) / masa11.~/ 'you will ea t' 

[+III) /masas~/ 'they will e at' 

P erson 

Marker 

-

-m 

-/J 

- ku 

- 1 

-<I 
¢ 
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Table lJI- gi ves t he summary of markers in the above conjugat ion. 

Person future verb [ Suffix number person 

marker root marker marker 

(-plural] 

(+ I] ma- s -a -aa I 

(+II] ma- s -a -m 

(+ III] ma- s - a ~ 
(+plural] 

( +I] ma- s a- -gW a- -ku 

(+1] ma- s -a -l- -1 

( + II] m a - s -a f -/! 

(+lJI] ma- s -a RED 9 
I 

TABLE III SUMMARY OF THE FUTURE TENSE CONJUGATION. 

The futw"e tense form of a ve rb consists of three affixes and 

th e verb r oot. The first affix is marked with the future tense, the 

second with number and the third with person. 

The negative conjuga tion based on the verb root lsi are as 

foll ows: 

(-Plural] 

Person 
, • ., \ I 

(+1] - Imasaoa):Jgo"",al 

(+11] - I ma:s,\)g~m l 
, ' , 

(+IlI] - I masa)gol 

(+Plural] 
:. I ". \ 

(+1] - masagwaDgoku 
, I I .... 

(+I] - masal~ol 

(+II] - mas~Jr';~go<' 

'Gloss' 

II will not eat ' 

'You will not eae 

'Hel she will not eat ' 

'We will not eat ' 

'We wi ll not eat ' 

'You will not eat ' 

'They will no t eat' 

I 

1 
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The neg a tiv e is e xpressed by adding the negative marker m orph e m e 
, 

1-~o/be tw een the p ositive for m o f the future a nd the p erson marker s. 

The conjugation of the second form of the fu ture is pr esented as 

follows: 

[+ Fut ure] 

[-plural] [+ plural] 

pe rson [ +I]-/ dara.desa'i 'I wi ll eat' \, " , 
[+I]- / didisakul 'we will eat (inc!) 

/ , \ , .. 
[+ II)-/ dadesa ml 'you will eat' [+ I] -I didisal/- 'we will ea t' (ex cl) 

[+ III] -/d ad ~ sa'i 'he/ she will eat' [+ II] -/d ;di'sa~ I 'you will ea t' 

[+ III] -I dades~sal ' t h e y wi ll ea t' 

The verb root lsi 'eat' is pre fixed by the future tense marke r Id­
del a nd suffixed by t he person marke r morphemes. 

Talbe IV . gives the summary of marke r s in the above conjugation. 

I Future I Number P erson Future Verb I P erson I I Person Marker Marker Marker Marker Root Suffix Marker 

[-plural] 

[+1] d- -a- ra- de -s -a -

[+ II] d- -a- de -s -a -m 
[+III] d -a- de -s -a ~ 
[ +plural] 

[+ I] d- -1 - d i- -s - a ku 
[+ I] d- - 1- d i- -s -a I 
[ +II] d - i- di- -s -a i 
[+1111 d a +RED. de - s -a ~ 

TABLE IV. SUMMARY OF THE POSITIVE CONJUGATION. 

I 



I 
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The second form of the future tense consists of five affixes and 

the verb r oot. The first and fourth affixes are marked with future tense , the 

second with nuobers the third and th e fifth with pe rson. 

The Negative Conjugation is presented as fo llows: 

[- Plura IJ 

P erson [+IJ 
, , I \ .' 

- / ardesa.;!gowa/ 
... \ ,I \, ... 

[+m - /adesll)gowam/ 
\. \ I ... 

[+lIIJ - /adesa)go/ 

[ +plural] 
., ..' ... , \. 

[+0 - / idisa:)gowoku/ 
", \ ' ". \ 

[+IJ - /idis~owol/ 
\, \. / '" \. 

[+m - /idisaogow a~/ 
.. . ... I ' .. 

[+IIO - /adesas~o/ 

'I w ill not eat' 

'You will not eat' 

'He/she will not eat' 

'We will not eat' 

'Vie will e at' 

'You will eat' 

'They will eat' 

Table V. gives summary of the conjugation of the negative form. 

Future Number Person Future Verb Negative 

Person Marker Marker Marker Marker Root Suffix Marker 

[-pluraIJ 

[+ IJ - a- ra de- -s a _.:;go 

[+ IIJ - I a- de- -s a _)go 

Person 

Marker 

-

-m 

[+ IIIJ - a- de- -s a _.?go J5 
[+pluraIJ 

[+ 1J - i- di- -s a -.) go -ku 

[+ 1J - 1- di- - s a -.Jgo -I 

[+ II] - j- di- -s a _)go -(5 

[+ IIIJ - a+RED. se- -s a ..:Jgo {! 

TABLE V. SUMMARY OF THE NEGATIVE CONJUGATION. 
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The negative form is expressed by attaching the negative marker 

morpheme bgo/ to the verb r oo t. The first future tense r.larker morpheme 

/ d-/ of the posi tive is deleted . 

3.4. Aspect 

Aspect in Gumuz has two forms: the imperfective and the perfect ive . 

The imperfective indicates that an action is not completed, while the 

pefective indicates an action which was in progress and is completed be fore 

the present time. 

The imperfective aspect consists of the present progressive marker 

morpheme /b-gw/, plus the perfect marker morpheme /-na/ . 

The conj ugation o f both the ir.lperfec tive and perfective aspects 

are shown as follows; 

3.4.1 Imperfective Aspect 

[ plural] 'Gloss' 

person 
" , 

[+I]/barasagwa/ 'I am eating' 
/' , 

[+II]/basagwom/ 'you are eating' 

[ +III] /b~sagw~/ 'he/she is eating' 

[+p lura l] 
i , ., ./ 

[+ I] /bisag w aku/ 'we are eating' 

[+ 1]-/b{~;g w;"l/ 'w e are eating' 

[+ II] -/b;'s;g w ~c'/ 'you are ea ting ' 
, ... ~ / 

[+III]-/ basasagwa/ 'they are eating' 

The verb root is prefixed by the present marker morpheme /b-./ 

and suffixed by the progressive marker morpheme /-gwa/ . 
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Table VI gives the summary of markers of the above conjugation. 

Person present number person verb suffix progressive person 

marker marker root marker marker 

[+I,-plur] b- a ra- - s a gwa -
[+II,-plur] b- a -s a gwa m 

[+IlI ,- plurj b- a -s a gwa J5 
[+I, +plur] b- i -s a gwa ku 

[+I, +plurj b- i -s a gwa I 

[+II, +plur] b- I -s a gwa (! 

[+III,+p lurj b -a+RED. -s a gwa lft 

TABLE VI SUMMARY OF THE IMPERFECTIVEE ASPECT CONJUGATION. 

The imperfec tive aspect form of a Gumuz verb consists of fiv e 

affixes and the verb root. The first and the fourth affixes are marked 

with the +present and progressive marker morphem es, the second with 

number, the third and the fifth with person. 

The perfective form i5 shown in the follow ing conjugation: 

3.4.l.Perfective Aspect 

person 

[-plural] . " /' / 

[+ I) -/barasagw anal 
...." / / [+II]-/ basagwanam/ 

[+III]- /ba'sa'gw ~na:/ 

[+plural] 
,." .... I '" 

[+Ij -/bisag w anaku/ 
.,. ~ , \ 

[+I]-/bisagwanaV 

[+ II] -/b;s~gw ~n~6/ 
, ./ " \' 

[+III]-/basasagwana/ 

'Gloss' 

'I was eating' 

'you were eating' 

'he/she was ea ting' 

'we were eating' (inc lusive) 

'we were eating' (exclusive) 

'you were eating' 

' they were eating' 
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The verb root is pr e fixed by the present marke r morphemes I b-/a nd 

suffixed by the progr ess ive marker I -g wa/ , plus t he perfec t marker 

morphe me Ina/ . 

Ta'Jle VII- gives the summ ary o f marke rs o f th e above conjugat ion. 

------------------ --------- ----------- -------- r-------r----------------------------------------------
person Prese mt number person verb progressive perfect 

marker marker root su ffix marker marker 

[-plura l] 

[+1] b- a ra - s a -gwa -na 

[ + II] b- a -s a -gwa - n.a 

[+ III] b- a -s a -gwa -na 

[+plural] 

[+1] b- i -s a - g wa - na 

[+1] b- i - s a -gwa -na 

[+ II] b- I -s a -gwa -na 

[+ III] b- - a +RED . -s a gwa -na 

TABLE VII SUMMA RY OF THE PERFECTIVE CONJUGATION. 

The perfect ive for m of a Gum u z ver b c onsists of six affixes and 

the ver b r oot. The fi r st and fourth a ffi xes are marked with th e prese nt 

tense and t he progressive , the second wit h num ber, t he third a nd sixth 

wi th per son , and the fif t h with the perfe ctive . 

In th e last fe w page s , it has been po in ted out tha t ti me in Gumuz 

can also be expr e ssed syn t ac t ically, by the use o f t he ad ve r bs o f t ime . 

So som e exa mples are presen t ed as fo llo ws : 

pas t t ense J. d-a-ra-s nam ag~z'ij" 
+past -pI. +1 eat yest er d ay 

'I at e yesterday' 
,., , ~ 

2. d-a-r a-s n ifib 

+ past -p I +1 - ea t last t im e 

'I a t e last tim e ' 

person 

marker 

m 

¢. 

- ku 

-I 

i 

l' 
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3. d-~-ra-f nigi'za'n 

4. 

5. 

+ past- pi +1 drink last year 

'I drank last year' 
• J '"', IJ ( I " 

ma-sa-da? ki ..... cima.!'gu 

+future-eat-+I,-pl. tomorrow 

'I will eat tomorrow' 
\ ' / :I, ~ 

d-a-ra-de-s kic'im<ugu 

+fut-pl +1 +fut-e a t to-morrow 

'I will eat tomorrow ' 
. I rt " i , 

6. ma-sa-aw kampoku 

7. 

+fu t-eat-+I,-pl. next year 
~ \ ~ \ " ,-

d-a-r a-de-s kampoku 

+fut-pl+1 +fut -eat next year 

'I will eat next year' 

Mood is a distinction in verb forms which expresses a speaker's 

attitude to what he is saying (Hartmann :1972 144). 

The categor y mood has four forms in the Gumuz language . These 

are imperative, jussive , indicative and interrogative. 

3.5.1. Imperative 

The imperative form of a verb expresses a command given to the 

second person Singular and plural forms. The p lural fo rm is marked for 

number and person, while the singular form is not marked by any affix 

or t one. 

The singular a nd plural imper a tive forms are shown in the follow ing 

conjuga tions. 

[+Imperative j 

[-pluralj [+pluralj 
/ / " 

person [+IJ]-/sa/ 'eat' [+IIj-/saja/ 'eat' 

[+IIj -/c' ~/- 'give' [+II] -,talk/ 'give' 
" 

[+ II/ ZiT'>" / - 'sleep' 
\ . . 

.,. V ' ., .-

'sleep' [+IJ]-/ziJS'.iI 
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The form of imperative of a Gumuz verb consists of the verb root 

and the ver bal affix marked with number, e ither singular or plural . 

Negative 

[-plural] 
.' , , 

Person [+11] - /masqo/ 
, , \ 

[+11] - /maca)go/ 
,; ../ \ , ;' ., 

[+11] - / ma zi ta"go/ 

[+plural] 
/ 'f / , 

[+I1] - /masa avgo/ 
/' .. ' / . ./ / \ 

[+Il] - /maca ] a)go/ 
I ~,,''';' \ 

[+II] - maiijija'go 

'You won't eat' 

'You. won't g iv e' 

'You won't sleep~ 

'You won't ea t ' 

'You won't give' 

'You won't sleep' 

In Gumuz, the impera tive negative is expressed in the future tense 

form . The future tense marker .morpheme /ma-/ is a ttached to the 

imperative form of the verb, and then the negative marker morhem e / -') g~/ 

is suffixed to it. 

3.5.2 Jussive 

Jussive is used to express command or request for the first and third 

person singular and plural. The feature [-imperative] is assigned to the 

jussive, in order to distinguish it from the imperative. 

The conj ugation of the Jussive forms is presented as fo llows: 

person 

[-plural] 

[+I] -/s~d"";/-
\ , II 

-/tsada /-
.. \ """ - /pru."ada i/-

[ +p lural] 
\ .' 

[+1]- /sagwa/-
\ I 

[+I] -/salal/ -
, / 

[+1] - /tsagwa/-
, I 

[+Il - /tsalal/-
\, / 

[+1] - /paragwa/­
, \ I 

[+1] - / paralal/-

[- impera tive] 

'let me eat' 

'let me go' 

'let me fly ' 

'let us eat' (inclusive) 

'let us eat' (exclusive) 

'let us go' (inclusive) 

'let us go' {exclusive} 

'let us fly' (inclusive) 

'le t us fly' (exclusive) 
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The first person singular and plural jussive forms consist of the verb 

stem plus the person marker morphemes. But the case of the third person 

singular and plural jussive form is different, which is attached to the verb 

stem and is prefixed by the jussive marker morpheme. And plurality is 

indicated by the reduplication of the first syllable of the verb root. In 

both forms of jussives, tense is unmarked. 

The 1st person jussive form of a ·Gumuz verb consist. of the verb 

root plus an affix which is marked with both person and number. 

In Gumuz, the 1 st person jussive form is not negativized. 

The jussive forms of the 3rd person singular and plural are shown 

in the following examples: 

[-plural) [+plural) 
\ , .' 

person [+III)-/ na-s/ 'le t him eat' [+III) -/nasas/ - 'let them eat' 

/n'a-ts/ 
\ \ 

Ina-pari 

'let him go' 

'let him fly' 

, I 
-/natsats/- 'let them go' , , , 
-/napapar/ 'let them fly' 

When the third person jussive marker morpheme /na-/ is attached 

to the verb root, the final vowels of the verb root are deleted. 

The 3rd person negative jussive form is shown as follows:-

Negative 

[-p lural) 

Person [+IlI) 
/, \ 

- /masa:Jgo/ 
, , , 

[+IlI) - / matsa::>go/ 
I " , \ 

[+III) - /mapari'\9go/ 

[+plural) 
./ '" '" \ [+III) - / masasa.;)go/ 
/ ' / , 

[+IlI) - /ma tsatsa:Jgo/ 
/ " , " ... [+III) - / mapapara;;go/ 

He/she will not eat' 

'He/she will not go' 

'He/she will not fly' 

'They will not eat' 

'They will not go' 

'They will not fly' 
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Nega tive in the 3rd person jussive form is expr essed in the futur e 

tense. It is indica ted by attaching the negative marker morpheme /;!) go/to 

the infinitive form of the verb. 

3.5.3. Indicative 

The verbs in the past, future; present perfect and imperfect aspect 

forms are all in the indicative mood. 

3.5.4. InterTOgative 

Gum uz is an SVO language, but when a statement is changed to 

a question form the order c hanges to VSO. 

In Gumuz interrogation is expressed in th e past and in the futur e 

tense form. The informant has also given the present form, but it seemed 

doub tful. Therefore it was not included. 

The forms of the interrogative mood are shown in the following 

examples. 

Ques 1. 

Ans. 

came aberra 

ci.id aberra come? 

, \ / 

a ' daw,~ 

yes came he 

yes he came, 

Ques. 2 
I I / / / 

L10yay aberra 

will com e aberra 

will aberra corne ? 

\ .. / 
Ans . a : dadewe 

yes will come he 

yes, he w ill com e 



Ques 3. , / ' as tomas ' .J ga 

ate thomas food 

did T hom as eat food? 

\ . 
Ans. a: das 

yes ate he 

yes he ate 

Quest. 4 
/ / 

masay / 

will ea t Thomas food 

will Thomas eat food ? 

" \ \ Ans. a : dades 

yes will eat 

yes he will eat 
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In or der to expr ess interroga tion , the SVO word order is changed 

to VSO. In case of int e rroga tion in the past t ense form, the past tense 

marker morpheme / d-/ is deleted , and in the future t ense form of 

in t en'oga tion the suffix Pi/ is attached t o the future tense form of the 

ve rb. 



4. CONCLUSION 

Gu muz is a highly inflected and a tone language. Although these facts 

made the la nguage very difficult to deal with, it has been tried to analyze and 

describe the morphology of th e verbs as presented in th e different sec tions 

of the paper. 

The first part deal t with the description of the people, the language , the 

lit er a ture, the purpose of the study and the methods used. 

N though the main purpose of the present research is to analyze and 

describe the morphology of Gumuz verbs th e second part de a lt with the 

pr esentation of the phonology of Gumuz, in or der to facilit a te the und e rst anding 

of the pronunciation of the inflectional a ffixes. Thus the consonant and vowel 

phonemes of the Gumuz language were shown in charts. The syllable patterns, 

the s turctures of clusters, the suprasegmental p honeme tone a nd the 

morphop hological processes are presented. Tone is lexically as we ll as 

morphologically Signif icant. 

The third part treats the inflectional affixes, t hat mark the categories 

pe rson, number, tense , aspect and mood. The affixes are all bound morphemes. 

Some are prefixes and some are suffixes. The marke rs that have been indentified 

are presented as follows: 

1. The person marker morphemes are written in the order first, second, third 

person singular and th e ir plural forms, these are / r a- / , / -m/, / 0/ , / -ku/ , 

/- 1/ , /-~/ and /9/ respective ly. 

2. Singular and plural markers are / -a-/ , /-i-/ , / -gwa/ , /-fa/ and r eduplication. 

3. Pas t and Future tense morphemes are /d-/, / m-/ and /d-de/ . 

4 . The perfect and imperfect aspec t marker s are / b--gwa/ and /b-gwa-na/ . 

5. The first person singular and plural jussive forms are expressed by 

at t aching per son and number marker morphemes to the verb root. And 
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the second per son singular is expressed by the basic fo~m of the verb, 

while in the plural th., number marker morpheme is a ttache d to the verb 

root. The third person singular and plural jussive forms are indicated 

by the prefix Ina-I . 

6. Negation is indicated by the morpheme 1-:Jgol , which is attached to the 

verb root. 

It has been discovered that Gumuz verbs bear more than one 

inflect ional affix which occur in the order, t ense , number, person and 

the verb root. The morphemes that mark the different categories were 

sum marized in tables. 

These are the findings in whic h the researcher has been able to come 

acr oss. It is hoped that this study can be a basis for future r esearch. 
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