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1 o ol . £
Biography:- The narrative of a person's life; as we know it, a form proper to the modern
centuries (post -17th.c) In classical and medieval times, such biographical wirting as

existed tended to be summary and examplary lives of kings, heroes, and saints, with little
concern for the personal subject. But the protestant and democratic spirit coferred
greater value on the individual; and the subject of Bos wel's great biography (published in
1791), Dr Jahnson, maintained that the narrative of any person's life would be worth

reading,... In the 20th ¢, biographical treatments are also to be found on audiotape, radio,
film, and televison.

2 : S o
--- all biography has this in common, that it is concerned with the truth of life and the

truth of experience.

3 Lytton Strachey once described biography as "the most delicate and human of all the

branches of the art of writing."

* The biographer is called upon to take the base metals that are his disparate facts and tun
them into the gold of the human personality, and no chemical process has yet been

discoverd by which this change can be accomplished.
3 In the writing of the novel, the artist is free to use all the resources of his imagination; in

the writing of biography the material is predetermined: the imagination functions only as

it plays over this material and shapes it.
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H..M. awarding the Ambharic literature Prize to H.E. Ato Haddis Alemayehou. res;ntsdl'bil-r/!\t; .\:ow.:nldeh -l Mn AT
P H P osen Mengasha.

\

Ambharic Literature Award, 2nd November 1969

H. E. ATO HADDIS ALEMAYEHOU,

HE. Ato Haddis Alemayehou will receive the 1969 Halle Selassle
Award for Amharic Literature.

Ato Haddis is the author of “the Slgnificance of Education and
School”" and "Fundamental Fables™ both Insplred from dldactic art
and published In 1955.

Imbued as he Is with deep understanding of the Ethiopian way of
life and a great sympathy for some cultural and social figures of our
people, the author has created amongst his writings, an original work,
“FIOER ESKE MEQABER"” which occuples an eminent place In his
literary achievements. (Published In 1965).

The author’s ability -to selze and use the expressive vocabulary

and language patterns of varlous soclal spheres both from the past
and from the present, bringing Into play the values of that past and
its current process of change Is an outstanding contributlon to the
enrichment of the language and style of Amharic literature.

an orthography of his own, the merlts of

The author has adopted
uated by Ethiopian grammrlans.

which will no doubt be eval

| work of prose of considerable

F ske Megaber Is a fictlona
L : e and widespread Interest.

length, which has generated immediat

In recognition of his creative abllity, the Haile SelnssteEA:wsarI% gg;
Amharic Literature. gold medal and diplomd with a sum of Eth. 4
will be given to HE. Ato Haddls Alemayehou-



