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I know not what to say to it; but experience make it manifest, that so many interpretations
dissipate the truth, and break it. Who will not say that glosses augment doubts and ignorance,
since there is no book to be found either human or divine, which the world business itself about,
whereof the difficulties are cleared by interpretation. The hundredth commentator passes it on to
the next, still more knotty and perplexed than he found it.( p.1)

When were we ever agreed among ourselves: “this book has enough; there is now no more to be
said about it?”... do we find any end to the need of interpreting? Is there, for all that, any
progress or advancement toward peace, or do we stand in need of any fewe advocates an judges?
There is more ado to interpret interpretations than to interpret thingsl and more books upon

books than upon any other subject; we do nothing but comment upon one another.(p.1)

Every place swarms with commentaries.....Is it not the common and final end of all studies?
Our opinions are grafted upon one another, the first serves as a stock to the second, the second to
the third and so forth. (p.1)

The authority and the significance the “truth” of these claims is dispersed, placed in circulation
through a proliferation of interpretations. We change one word for another, and often for one

less understood.(p.3)

Is this not a central consequence of the hermeneutical circle or, at the very least, of the chain of
discourses and interpretations which identify and determine the “hermeneutical circle”. The
search after truth, as it were, is deferred, diverted, caught in a network of contextually bound and

generated commentaries.(p.3)

The question of the unity of knowledge and understanding into questions concerning the unity of
sign and signified of word and object, the harmony of language and reality of thought and reality

of thought and action.(p.5)

Like everything metaphysical” writes Ludwig Wittgenstein in Zettel, “the harmony between
thought and reality is to be found in the grammar of the language. (Wittgensteinian ... language-
games) demonstrates, ironically, how the proposition “there are only interpretations....” Cannot

be granted the status of law, cannot be taken as a first principle nor as the last word. (p.5)



As Michel Foucault remarks, an interpretation “always has to interpret itself.. [it] cannot fail to
return to itself. This is the “experience” of interpretation to which Montaigne refers:
interpretation finds itself always positioned, as it comments on other “texts”, to comment on

itself endlessly, “always correcting itself.(p.7)

This is the “life of interpretation, and this “experience”, this practice, this “life,” constituting the

complex domain of hermeneutics, is the subject for the essays included in this volume. (p.7)

In general, Schleiermacher is credited with taking the first steps toward establishing a general

hermeneutic methodology in contrast to a variety of regional hermeneutic approaches.(p.11)

The threefold conception of understanding leads Ast to distinguish between three corresponding
forms of explication (Erklarung) (1) the hermeneutics of the letter (section 83); (2) the

hermeneutics of meaning (section 84); and (3) the hermeneutics of the spirit (section 85ff). (p.12)

“the meaning of every word in a given passage must be determined in relation to its coexistence
with the words surrounding it) and technical interpretation. Because discourse is thinker the art

of understanding must grasp their interaction.(p.13)

Betti explicates four cannons that will guide the interpreter in the task of objectively reproducing
the original meaning. First and fore most is the “cannon of the hermeneutical autonomy of the
object.” According to Betti, for the object to be regarded as autonomous means that it “should be
judged in relation to the standards immanent in the original intention: the intention, that is, which
the created forms should correspond to from the point of view of the author and his formative
impulse in the course of the creative process.(p.19)

The second canon Betti calls “the canon of the coherence of meaning” or the “principle of
totality.” According to this cannon, there is an internal relationship between the individual parts
of a speech or text and between these parts and the whole. In this cannon, Betti formulates his
version of the circularity of understanding: “the meaning of the whole has to be derived from its
individual elements, and an individual element has to be understood by reference to the
comprehensive, penetrating whole of which it is a part” (p.165). Third is the “cannon of the
actuality of understanding” by which Betti acknowledges that the interpreter, in the process of

reconstructing the author’s creative process and intended meaning, will necessarily appropriate



these processes and intended meaning, will necessarily appropriate these processes and this
meaning in terms of his or her own subjectively. Fourth is the “cannon of the hermeneutical
correspondence of meaning” or “meaning-adequacy in understanding,” which encourages the

interpreter to bring his or her own subjectivity into the “closest harmony with the stimulation.”

(p.19)

Habermas argues. “language is also a medium of domination and social power; it serves to

legitimate relations or organized force” (p.21)

The ideological dimension of language as the transmitter of tradition leas Habermas’s analysis of
psychoanalytic depth hermeneutics leads him to the conclusion that certain forms of

communication are “systematically distorted”. (p.21)

Gadamar focuses on the human sciences’ attempt to overcome distantiation (verfremdung) from
the tradition, Habermas is concerned with the critical social sciences and the emancipatory
possibilities of critical reflection on institutional reifications. Further, Gadamer takes
“misunderstanding” as the inner obstacle to understanding, whereas Habermas focuses on
ideology, understood as the “systematic distortion of communication by the hidden exercise of
force” (p.313). (4) Finally, where Gardamer sees the task of hermeneutics as arriving at a prior
understanding “the dialogue which we are” which misunderstanding presupposes, Habermas
looks forward to a notion of “an unrestricted and unconstrained communication” which will

serve as a regulative ideal. (p.23)



