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Abstract

This study critically analyzed the Journalistic professional practices in Addis Media Network
Amharic news production focusing on Addis TV. The main objective of this research was to
assess the level of professional practices of journalism in Addis Media Network, with specific
reference to Addis TV Amharic news. In order to achieve the study's goal, both qualitative and
quantitative content analyses, as well as an in-depth interview, were used to answer the research
questions. By random sampling method, this research takes the news of three months (November,
February and April, 2013 E.C) evening news full bulletins from the media house which is 266
news items. The quality of journalistic professional practices was determined by analyzing and
interpreting the selected news items. Principles of journalism and social responsibility theory of
the media were used as a theoretical framework of this study. The finding of this study shows that
Addis TV news production has low professional quality. There are several problems regarding
meeting the ethics, principles and elements of Journalism. Bias, subjectivity, dependency,
reporting only success stories, not telling the truth, government interference, self-censorship,
and lack of journalists’ capacity are among the unprofessional attempts of the media house. This
research has come up with the most significant recommendations for the television station, based
on the findings, on how to strengthen the capacity of professional journalists, editors, and assess

its news productions.
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CHAPTER ONE

1. Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

The birth of journalism, according to Zelizer and most other experts was in the 17th century. The
first printed newspapers arrived in Europe in the early seventeenth century. The history of
journalism may be traced back to two different sources. The first was a general intellectual
fascination with the progress of communication technologies. The second source of journalism
history was more professional in nature. As news reporting evolved and became more
professional, it created a history for itself by projecting its identity backward in time. As a result,
journalism's history grew up alongside it, and historical awareness is a feature of its current
evolution.

According to Birhanu (2006), the introduction of the Aemiro newspaper in 1902, which was
handwritten at the time of its launch, signaled the start of Ethiopian journalism. Since then,
journalism has grown in terms of both media and technology. In the rest of the globe, including
Ethiopia, where journalism began, media have been and continue to be utilized for a variety of
goals, including war, propaganda, religious indoctrination, state building, development, and so

on.

In Ethiopia, television was first broadcast in 1964 G.C., under Emperor Hailesillasie's reign.
Audiences have been consuming information without the use of optional channels since this
period till recently. However, in the last seven years, plenty of new broadcast media outlets have
developed, giving viewers the opportunity to choose what they want to see. According to the
Ethiopian Broadcast Authority's website (www.eba.gov.et), Ethiopia has 27 television media
stations that serve the government and the public as information outlets, one of which is Addis
Media Network (AMN).Addis Media Network, formerly known as Addis Ababa Mass Media
Agency, is accountable to Addis Ababa city council (Addis Ababa city administration
proclamation no. 20/2002). Prior to its formation as an agency, it has been working under the

Addis Ababa communication affairs bureau.



Before it starts 24 hour air transmissions and changes its name from Addis Ababa mass media
agency to Addis Media Network a year ago, the media has served as the information source of
the city administration and the residents. Currently it transmits various kinds of programs and
news in Amharic, English and Afan Oromo languages through its three mediums Addis TV, FM

96.3 and Addis Lsan newspaper.

Broadcast media has been employed for a variety of reasons in various regimes since its
beginning in Ethiopia. In fact, prior to 1991, it was clear that governments had complete control
over the media and used it only for their own interests. The programs during the military regime
were primarily concerned with propaganda and development issues. These programs were
primarily socialist in nature. They demonstrated the military's ultimate power, as well as
socialism's commitment to the development and enhancement of agriculture and agricultural
products (Abel, 2006).

Following the EPRDF's takeover of power, the Ethiopian media has claimed to serve the public
interest, diversity, and democracy, despite all the drawbacks and criticisms from various angles,
and censorship of the media has been explicitly prohibited by the 1995 constitution as a basis for
press freedom. (Workineh, 2016). However, during the time, the media was also used as a

propaganda tool by the government, which put the government's interests ahead of the publics.

The media has had more freedom since Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed's administration came to
power in Ethiopia. Different media outlets were given opportunities to broadcast in the country
that they had not previously had, many journalists were released from prison, and the country's
media independence received international recognition at the time. However, as the researcher
has observed over the last year and a half, many media, particularly those owned by the
government, such as Addis Television, have begun to behave as government propaganda tools.
This behavior causes the media to operate without adhering to professional journalistic
standards. Furthermore, some journalists and spectators have expressed dissatisfaction with the
professionalism of Addis Media Network news products. However, there is no evidence that any
of these concerns are real or false. They have yet to be proven by scientific research, prompting

the researcher to look into professional journalistic procedures in the media.



1.2 Statement of the problem

The function of journalism has been largely impacted by the requirements and goals of the
administrations in power in Ethiopia, which have employed the mass media to enforce their
ideological orientation (Shimelis, 2000). Journalists working in Ethiopian broadcast media are
still subjected to direct restrictions imposed by politicians, as well as self-censorship motivated
by fear of punishment. As a result, stories have ethical issues such as a lack of fairness,
impartiality, and objectivity. According to Solomon (2005), the effects of government media
control can be seen in a variety of ways. News is chosen mostly for its utility in promoting the
ruling party's actions, rather than for its professional assessment of newsworthiness. Typically,
success stories concerning growth, official meetings, and official pronouncements make up a

significant portion of the news coverage.

As several of the experts named above demonstrate, a lack of journalistic professionalism is a
major issue in Ethiopian media. On the basis of this, some academic studies on journalistic
professionalism have been conducted. One of them is Birhanu (2006). In his paper, he focused
on a survey of the socio-demographic background of journalists and the professional orientation
of Ethiopian journalists who work in general-interest news media in Addis Ababa, with the goal
of determining the basic characteristics of journalists and their professionalization status. He
comes to the conclusion that Ethiopian journalists valued the multi-role of the media, respected
the ethical values of journalism, and government media journalists placed a higher value on the
development role, while private journalists placed a higher value on the adversarial role of the

press. Birhanu conducted his research using a mix of quantitative and qualitative methods.

Afework (2013) focused on the influence of directors, editors, journalists, journalists
associations, and journalism educators on the practice of professional journalistic practice. He
employed a qualitative study approach to arrive at the conclusion that journalistic
professionalism has yet to be recognized by media practitioners as a vital tool for defending off
outside influences in general, and state interference in particular.

Hiwot (2020) also investigated the professional practice of journalism in Ethiopian media by
focusing on the level of excellence of professional practice of journalism in two broadcast media.

By measuring the news produced by the selected media stations using the standards of



journalism, she comes to the conclusion that the television stations in Ethiopia, particularly the
stations addressed in her study (EBC and LTV), have low professional quality news production.
From the above related researches this study identified some gaps and will try to fill it. The first
gap this study will fill is the study area, which will focus on Addis Media Network no one has
done before a same issue on the media. Methodologically this study will use a qualitative and
quantitative content analysis plus an in depth interview with the media practitioners to assess the
professional journalistic practices on news production and also a quantitative content analysis.
Two of the above researchers tried to evaluate the professional practice of journalism only on the
perspectives of media practitioners, excluding their news productions. However, this research
will take into account both the work of journalists and their viewpoints on the news they
produce.

Taking all of these factors into account, this study focused on assessing professional practices
and challenges in news production on Addis Media Network, specifically how journalists are
practicing professional journalism from the standpoint of ethical principles and elements of

journalism by analyzing the news it provides.
Therefore, the present study will try to answer the following key questions:

1. In which area addis TV news productions are more focused?
2. To what extent does the news produced by the media station exhibit principles and elements
of ethical journalism?

3. What are the roles of journalists in the process of news production?

4. What are the problems, if any, on following the ethical principles of journalism?

1.3 Objective of the study

The general objective of this study is assessing professional practices and challenges in news

production on Addis Media Network of, with specific reference to Addis TV Amharic news.
More specifically, the study aims:

» to identify in which area Addis TV news productions are more coverage.
» to find out the professional quality of news provided by the selected media station; Addis

Television.



> to explore the roles of journalists of the media in the process of its news productions.

» to identify the problems on following the principles of ethical journalism.

1.4 Scope of the study
Addis Media Network (AMN) broadcasts programs and news in three languages: Amharic, Afan
Oromo, and English. This study was delimited to assessing the professional practice of

journalism with specific reference to Addis TV Amharic News.

This study focused on the journalistic professional practices in Addis Media Network news
productions focusing on Addis TV. Addis Media Network has three media outlets including
Addis Television, FM 96.3, and Addis Lsan Newspaper; however, the study only focused on
Addis Television Amharic News. Because according to the editorial policy of the institution
from its daily news coverage around ninety percent is Amharic news and this is one factor for the
researcher to select Amharic news. And Amharic news of the media has more accessibility on
the online platform of the institution than the others, and it gave a chance to the researcher to
analyze the news easily.

Addis television is selected for this study because it gives much airtime coverage for the news
than the other media outlets of Addis Media Network (AMN). It also has a better accessibility
for the public throughout the country than FM 96.3 and Addis Lisan Newspaper.

1.5 Significance of the study

The outcome of this study hopefully benefit Addis Media Network (AMN) to identify the
qualities of its current television news stories based on the professional practice of journalism.
The study was aimed to show the bigger picture of Ethiopian media's professional behavior in
terms of adhering to the profession’s journalistic ethics. The study would help media scholars and
practitioners, historians, and other academicians by serving as a background material for research
into journalism practitioners and their professional quality in general, as well as news qualities
related to journalistic professionalism in particular. Other news organizations could use the
research findings as a starting point for restructuring and reformatting news formats. It could also
serve as a resource for future scholars looking to tackle similar issues.

Before beginning the research, the researcher identified many gaps to address the study's

uncertainties. First, the researcher is certain that no other study on the institution chosen for this



research has been conducted in the same study area, and once the study is completed, it may
show how the media practices professional journalism; thus, the researcher is hopeful that the
study's outcome may benefit the institution. The study would serve as a benchmark for other
researchers who want to undertake research in the same field, because, as mentioned in the
study's statement of the problem, the researcher attempted to discover gaps in previous studies
and fill those gaps in this research. As a result, the work would be useful to fresh researchers in

the same field.

1.6 Limitation of the study

The researcher had no control over the following constraints when conducting this study. Firstly,
the researcher was unable to investigate the Ethiopian media organizations due to time and
money constraints. Second, despite the fact that Addis TV broadcasts news in a variety of
languages, the study was unable to conduct content analysis in all of them due to the researcher's
language limitations. Furthermore, several respondents were hesitant to share their opinions
openly.

1.7Theoretical framework

The purpose of journalism's codes of ethics is to ensure the accuracy of reported information by
defining acceptable activities and providing suggestions for situations to avoid that could
interfere with, or appear to interfere with, the accuracy of reported information. The basic
objective of journalism, according to Tom Rosenstiel and Bill Kovach (1997), is to give citizens
with accurate and reliable information they need to function in a free society. Journalists have
created nine fundamental concepts to handle the challenge over time. They make up what could
be referred to as journalism theory. By incorporating journalisms practitioners must maintain an
independence from those they cover, it must serve as an independent monitor of power, and its
essence is a discipline of verification and others. Journalism's first obligation is to the truth, its
first loyalty is to citizens, its practitioners must maintain an independence from those they cover,
it must serve as an independent monitor of power and its essence is a discipline of verification
and others. The study was framed by these principles of journalism in addition to social
responsibility theory, and the sampling news productions of Addis Television were assessed

based on these principles of journalism.



1.8 Organization of the study

There are five chapters in the thesis. The first chapter covers the study's background, problem
statement, research questions, and objectives. This chapter also discusses the study's limits and
importance. The second chapter is devoted to a review of related literature, which includes
scientific findings and perspectives that support the study. The third chapter will focus on the
study's methodologies, procedures, and sampling techniques. The study's findings will be
reviewed in Chapter 4 in order to answer the study's main research questions in connection to the
theoretical framework. The major findings, conclusions and possible recommendations which

will be contained in chapter five, will be presented in the last chapter.



CHAPTER TWO

2. Review of Related literature

2.1. Introduction

This chapter focuses on a review of related literature that explores the study's issue and serves as
the foundation for data analysis and presentation. In this section, the researcher looked through
books and articles about the subject. It introduces the study's theoretical context and gives

background information on the issue.
2.2. History of Journalism

2.2.1. Worldwide and in Africa

Journalism's history may be traced back to two different sources, according to Karin and Thomas
(2009). The first was a general intellectual interest with the progress of communication
technologies. This fascination with writing can be traced back to Plato's Phaedrus, which
examined cognitive challenges associated to writing. In Europe, Enlightenment intellectuals were
particularly interested in how literacy and the printing press caused fundamental structural
changes in social, cultural, and political life. This viewpoint emphasizes the critical function of

machines in the field of journalism.

As news production and reporting evolved and became more professional, it created a history for
itself by projecting its identity backward in time. People are being forced to take a real interest in
the news as a result of the expansion of popular government in many directions, and the press
has taken its appropriate place as a fourth estate (Ibid).

By the beginning of the nineteenth century, most Western countries had adopted a partisan form
of news, and culture had taken precedence, shaping journalism. However, the model was
developed and flourished following the French Revolution, and first related to opinion
journalism (Karin & Thomas, 2009). A mass press arose in Europe and the United States in the
mid- to late-nineteenth century, and journalism took on its present meaning as a discipline of
news reporting at this time. As the popular press expanded in popularity, it fed people dramatic

news and earned a reputation for social marginalization (Ibid).

8



According to Karin and Thomas (2009), the establishment of press clubs, associations, and
schools of journalism, as well as the crafting of codes of ethics, signaled the beginning of a
professionalization of journalism in the west around the turn of the twentieth century. The mass
media in Africa was a product of colonialism, and media is a product of the continent's political
processes and histories (Elizabeth & Guy, 2007). The ownership system, its nature, strengths and
weaknesses, political and social orientation, and, most importantly, its influence and outputs are

all products of the societies that created and formed them (Ibid).

Though broadcasting was directly inherited from colonial authority, and in some places private
commercial interests had also made the earliest steps in Radio transmission, the growth of
newspapers in Africa had a variety of origins and traditions. However, it was most often used as
a direct political and ideological instrument of the colonial authority (Ibid). Because, according
to Sharon and James, printed publications and radio were established in the west and imported
into Africa by Europeans (1987).Printed publications and broadcasting, according to Sharon and

James, were developed in the west and subsequently transferred to Africa by Europeans (1987).

When the new national governments inherited the system after independence, the rights to

broadcasting were placed under the government's monopoly everywhere.

As mentioned in Elizabeth & Guy, Africans had only control of newspapers until independence,
which were employed as the sole mass medium of resistance, agitation, mobilization, and

organization, eventually assisting in the gaining independence (2007).

However, European influence was strong, even though by the mid-nineteenth century, there were
Africans who owned newspapers in West Africa, in Nigeria and the Gold Coast (today's Ghana),
which was a little different from other regions of Africa (Elizabeth &Guy 2007 and Sharon &
James, 1987). In other regions of Africa, the trend was for European settlers or missionaries to
produce their own newspapers, or for government officials to possess official gazettes, which
were so closely associated with European government authority. Africans were trained as
printers and other trades by Europeans, and Africans published their own newspapers. But,
broadcasting has always been under government control, as ownership was merely passed from

the colonial authority to the independent government upon independence, and this established a



sort of control over African mass media and journalism training programs (Sharon & James
1987).

Africans gradually took over the newspaper and began publishing it exclusively for African
readers. Thus, until the 1950s, there had been no foreign investment in newspapers in Ghana,
Gambia, Liberia, Nigeria, or Sierra Leone (Elizabeth & Guy, 2007).

Following independence, there was constant communication between African journalists and
western media, and journalists from Africa travelled to Europe as students and professionals.
When they went home, they found themselves in a new situation. By the time, journalists who
were schooled in western countries could see the distinction between advocacy and objective
models (Sharon & James, 1987).

2.2.2. Journalism practice in Ethiopia

In Ethiopia, the advent of the Aemiro newspaper, which began in 1902 as a handwritten
publication, signaled the birth of journalism. Since then, journalism has grown in terms of both
media and technology (Gebremedhin, 2006).

According to Terje (2001), journalism trainings were given during Emperor Haileselasie's and
the Derg's reigns before the foundation of a permanent school of journalism. The Ethiopian Mass

Media Training Institute (EMMTI) was created in 1996 to provide diploma-level training.

By 2006, the institute had established a B.A. program and was integrated into Addis Ababa
University's School of Journalism and Communication (Ibid). However, before the foundation of

the higher educational institution, there was a broadcast media.

During the Italian invasion of Ethiopia in 1935, radio was established; however, the broadcasts
were halted until the Italians had departed the nation. In 1941, after the triumph over the Italians,
radio transmission began (Getaneh, 2013).

The year 1992 (in Ethiopian calendar) marked a turning point in Ethiopian media history, as it
laid the groundwork for private media to prosper, particularly after press freedom was
guaranteed by law. On the one hand, media sources have grown in popularity, and on the other,

there has been a debate among professionals over their perspectives of the industry. While some

10



people consider journalism to be a job, others consider it to be a skill. As a result, the line

between profession and practice gets increasingly blurred (Afework, 2013).

2.3. Journalistic Professionalism

Professionalism is defined as the quality, character, practice, or behavior of being professional
(Barbie & Stuart, 2010). Professionalism has taken on a particular shape in numerous locations,
and many have used the US model as an example to spread professionalism elsewhere. This is
particularly relevant to those wanting to standardize the occupational duties involved in

journalistic work.

Journalism in the West was ready to begin on a professionalization initiative around the turn of
the twentieth century. The trend manifested itself in broad-based phenomena such as the
formation of press clubs and groups, as well as journalism schools and ethics codes. Journalists
joined unions in certain places, while governments established credentialing regimes in others
(Bjork, 1996). Monopoly evolved around the most industrialized elements of the news system,
particularly metropolitan newspapers and wire services, in all developed countries, supporting
the forms of control that an autonomous profession might establish. (Barnhurst, Kevin G., and
Nerone, John, 2009: 21)

In the twentieth century, most Western countries established journalism as a profession. The
establishment of journalism schools, the creation of codes of ethics, the establishment of
licensing standards, and the formation of unions all contributed to what has been dubbed "high
modernism" in journalism (Hallin, 2004). The rise of broadcast journalism, especially when
combined with monopolistic national broadcasting authorities (such as the BBC in the United
Kingdom or RAJ in Iltaly) or oligopolistic commercial systems, boosted journalistic
professionalism. The twentieth-century wars were particularly influential in instilling fears about
propaganda's effectiveness and driving the development of preventive conceptions of media
duty. Professionalization was also helped by the increase of corporate ownership (and its
attendant criticism). (Kevin G. Barnhurst and John Nerone, 2009: 21).

Variations in the institutionalization of professional journalism existed across the West,
according to Kevin G. Barnhurst and John Nerone. Partisanism in southern Europe (represented

by the polarized pluralist system), social democracy in northern Europe (the democratic
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corporatist system), and market-based systems in the North Atlantic are the three types or "media
systems" outlined by Daniel Hallin and Paolo Mancini (2004). (the liberal system). However, all
three systems prioritized preserving professional journalism's independence from existing

authorities, as well as business and political forces.

Meanwhile, the concept of press freedom, as well as the model of autonomous journalism, was
exported to the south and east. In the nineteenth century, a partisan form of journalism developed
in the Americas alongside national liberation movements, but after WWII, particularly after the
1970s, another model of investigative journalism imported from the United States supplemented-
and in some cases replaced- the partisan model (Waisbord, 2000). The concept of independent
journalism was an important aspect of early nationalist movements in Asia, particularly in China,
in the first decades of the twentieth century. (Kevin G. Barnhurst and John Nerone, 2009: 21-22).

2.3.1. The Role of Journalists in Journalism Profession

The Australian Journalists' Association, a part of the Media, Entertainment and Arts
Alliance (MEAA) industrial union, is in charge of the ethical code that guides Australian
journalists. The code of ethics identifies the professional journalist with public

obligations in its prologue.

Journalists use the term "society” to refer to themselves. They are looking for the truth.
They have a privileged role in conveying information, ideas, and opinions. They look for,
reveal, record, question, entertain, recommend, and recall information. They educate
citizens and keep democracy alive. They put freedom of expression into practice; many
journalists work for private companies, and not all of them have public obligations;
MEAA members who work in media pledge to be honest, fair, independent, and respectful
of others' rights (MEAA, 1997:15).

MEAA emphasizes the unique characteristics of journalists that set them apart from other
professionals. Above all, journalists are members of society who are professionals who uncover
hidden facts and question anyone in order to bring to light what the larger societies are unaware
of. They are the driving force behind putting democracy into practice. Furthermore, journalists
are professionals that perform societal services and are accountable to the public. Accountability

is vital to the fulfillment of journalism's public responsibilities because it fosters public
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confidence. Journalists have a specific responsibility to be accountable because they claim to be
one of the principal techniques of keeping others accountable on behalf of the public' (MEAA,
1997:3). This emphasizes that journalists have a responsibility to be accountable to the public.
Journalists' services should benefit the general population. Individual integrity and dedication to
the public good, according to philosopher Clifford Christians, are important to journalism: justice
for the powerless is the core of a socially responsible press. According to this perspective, a
socially responsible journalist must serve as a mirror, critic, and advocate for society's weakest
members. The mirror reflects the scene in front of it. The critic reminds society of the

expectations it must meet (Christians, Rotzoll and Fackler 1987).

In addition to the aforementioned statement on the role of journalists in the industry, the next
section highlights media ethical guidelines. Although there are many concerns that fall under the
umbrella of media ethics, the following are some of the most fundamental tasks of journalists in

professional journalism.

Responsibility: Journalists have a responsibility to enlighten the people for whom they work.
One of the characteristics that distinguish journalism from other professions is the duties that
journalists have. The media serves as a place for different points of view to be voiced, rather than
allowing a single or few dominant organizations to monopolize others. Journalists are expected
to fulfill a number of professional tasks. By representing several perspectives on the same event,
journalists assist people in making informed judgments and comprehending what occurred in a
holistic manner. As a result, journalists are thought to be unbiased and fair. According to Schultz
(1994:37), the fundamental values that journalists should contribute to reporting are impartiality,
audience responsiveness, and political independence, which are interpreted through news values

such as conflict, timeliness, prominence, and proximity.

Objectivity: One of the attributes that represented ‘excellent journalism' is objectivity.
Journalists should work to maintain public trust in journalism's objectivity. The essential element
and cornerstone of journalism's ethos is objectivity. 'lts primary office is the collecting of news,’
Scott wrote about the press. And, because objectivity is one of the qualities that distinguish good
journalism, journalists should strive to remain objective. Journalists can increase and maintain

their credibility by doing so.
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'Objectivity for journalists does not mean that they are impartial observers of events—as it does
for social scientists—but that they seek out the facts and present them as objectively and as
balanced as possible," Tumber claims (1999:31). According to this reasoning, journalists are not
merely observers of events, but actively participate in them in order to extract facts and report
them in a reasonable manner. Journalists can report stories that do not represent their own
personal or business beliefs by employing an impartial, scientific technique for confirming
information. 'Initially, it is not the journalist who is considered to be objective’, according to
Kovach and Rosenstiel, 2001.

Independence: The concept of media credibility is closely linked to the concept of
independence. If the public perceives journalists or their institutions' activities as forerunners of
the interests of specific organizations, the media's credibility will be tarnished in the eyes of the
public. Independence is a crucial ethical underpinning for journalists that should be emphasized.
This is due to the fact that trustworthiness is extremely important when it comes to establishing a
media outlet's public image. According to Kruger (2004:13), any perceived or genuine conflict of

interest has a significant impact on our trustworthiness.

Independent media, according to Retief (2002:22), remain free of groups and activities; seek out
and spread competing perspectives without being excessively swayed by individuals who would
use their power or position against the public good. As a result, journalists are expected to keep a
safe distance from acts that could jeopardize their credibility or harm their integrity. Because the
public’s trust in journalists is built on their independence from any outside influences that could

harm the profession.

Fairness and balance: Journalists also aim to be objective in their reporting by avoiding one-
sided news. They seek out opposing viewpoints and report on them without favoring one side
over the other. A story may have several points of view; a journalist is thought to see events from
various angles. There are no instant replays in news, according to the Missouri Group (1992:14).
Every event or issue can, however, be viewed from a variety of perspectives. Each point of view
may produce a distinct perspective of what's going on and what it signifies. As this argument
demonstrates, a single event can be viewed from multiple perspectives. When a journalist looks
at an event from multiple perspectives; she/he receives a variety of perspectives. Different

interpretations of an event can be made when it is observed from various perspectives. As a
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result, the fair representation of various points of view will assist audiences in seeing reality from
various angles. This indirectly helps journalists in uncovering the various perspectives on a story
for audiences. This has the potential to boost the journalists' credibility. It is critical to include

more than one source in a news piece in order to do this.

The nature of a work of journalism's sourcing is one of the most fundamental considerations
about its worth. How extensive is the sourcing, how diverse are the points of view presented, and
how much freedom does the audience have in deciding what to think about the story? These are
the most important factors to consider when attempting to evaluate the quality of reporting
(Annual report on American journalism, 2005). As this reasoning implies, including a variety of
sources in a news piece raises the value of journalism and the quality of reporting. When

reporters look at a story from several perspectives, they may notice something interesting.

Credibility: In journalism, this is the most crucial topic. Journalists are expected to present
issues from multiple perspectives in order to build public trust in journalists. It is difficult to
regain journalistic credibility after it has been lost. As the editor of the South African Sunday
Independent, Jovial Rantao, believes, public trust is a must for journalists:

As journalists, we need to maintain our credibility at all times. To us, credibility is like
oxygen to the human body. We are nothing without it. If we don't have it, no one will trust
a single thing we say. One of our profession's primary precepts is to ensure that the
credibility of the data we collect on a daily basis is unquestioned. Kruger (2004) cites

this source.

So Journalists are expected to offer multiple points of view in a fair and balanced manner in

order to gain public credibility.

2.3.2 Principles of Journalism

Journalism, like other professions, is governed by a set of rules that distinguishes it from others.
This section discusses some of the fundamental ideas that define journalism. The Elements of

Journalism, a book by Tom Rosenstein and Bill Kovach, is based on these principles (2001).

Journalism’s first obligation is to the truth: Respect for the truth and the public's right to

know are core principles of journalism, according to (Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstein, 2001).
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This "journalistic truth” is the result of a process that begins with the discipline of gathering and

confirming facts.

Patterson and Wilkins (1994) claim that journalism has evolved into a profession as a result of
two modern responsibilities placed on journalists: a stronger responsibility to tell the truth than
other people, and a greater need to promote political participation. Each of the old professions
has claimed one of philosophy's major concepts. In an ideal world, law is synonymous with
justice, and medicine with the obligation to help. Journalism, like other professions, has a noble
goal: to communicate the truth (Patterson and Wilkins, 1994:18). Because different professions
have different responsibilities, the supreme principle of journalists is to communicate the truth.

Its first loyalty is to citizens: While news organizations must serve to an excessive number of
constituencies, journalists must remain loyal to citizens and the general public. More to the point,
journalists serve as the people's mouthpiece or spokesmen, reporting on issues of popular
concern. This indicates that, because journalism owes its allegiance to citizens, news production
should be based on audience interest and engagement. Production routines, according to
Schlesinger (1978), reflect preconceptions about audiences... "the audience™ is part of a habitual
way of living.... When it comes to deciding what kind of news is most relevant to "the audience,"
a reporter uses his or her news judgment rather of going out and gathering precise information
about the demographics, desires, or preferences of those who are being addressed. The normal
operations of news production, according to Schlesinger's argument, should comprise an
audience-oriented routine. The audience's interest should be considered when choosing a story.
As a result, the standard for newsworthiness is audience-centered news, implying that

journalism's service is to citizens.

Its essence is a discipline of verification: Journalists rely on a set of guidelines to verify
information. Obtaining many witnesses, releasing as much information about sources as possible,

and requesting comments from other parties are all indicators of such standards.

Its practitioners must maintain an independence from those they cover: Journalism's basic
requirement, and a cornerstone of its trustworthiness, is independence. It must act as an impartial

power monitor: Journalism has a unique ability to act as a watchdog on those whose power and
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positions have the greatest impact on citizens. This indicates that the press should be aware of

whether or not powerful institutions are functioning successfully.

Scholars place a great deal of duty on journalists and editors to question and monitor
government. According to Schultz (1998:6), journalists and editors remain the most adamant
proponents of the news media as the Fourth Estate: watching, questioning, evaluating, and
informing, frequently against their employers' wishes for a more compliant, entertaining, and less
critical approach. According to Schudson (1995), during the age of the American muckrakers at
the turn of the twentieth century, the perspectives of journalists and the public on how the public
interest should be served by all investigative journalism were divided. It is clear from this that
media professionals may serve the public good by engaging in investigative journalism. The
investigative journalist's role is to identify something wrong with something and expose it as a

positive force for change (Boyd 2001:29).

Journalists must serve as an independent monitor of power: As an example (Bill Kovach and
Tom Rosenstein, 2001) Journalism has a unique ability to act as a watchdog over people whose
power and position have the greatest impact on citizens. It may also give those who have no
voice a voice. Being an independent power monitor entails keeping an eye on the strong few in

society on behalf of the people in order to prevent tyranny.

Journalism must provide a forum for public criticism and compromise: Rather than
highlighting solely the conflicting extremes of argument, journalism should seek to fairly
represent all opinions and interests in society and place them in context. Accuracy and candor
also necessitate that points of common ground or instances when problems are not only
identified but also solved be included in the public debate.(Bill Kovach and Tom
Rosenstein,2001).

Journalism, then, is about more than just giving a forum for debate or adding one's voice to the
mix. By delivering verified information and intellectual rigor, journalism has a responsibility to
increase the quality of discourse. A forum that disregards facts fails to enlighten and, rather than
improving, diminishes public decision-making quality and efficacy.(Bill Kovach and Tom
Rosenstein,2001).
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Journalists must make the significant interesting and relevant: Journalism is purposeful
storytelling. It should accomplish more than just attracting attention and cataloging relevant
information. It must strike a balance between what readers know they want and what they don't
realize they need. Journalists must constantly consider what information is most valuable to
citizens and in what form it is most likely to be absorbed. While journalism should expand
beyond themes like governance and public safety, it is downplayed by trivia and fake

significance, which in turn trivializes civic debate and, eventually, public policy.

Make the news proportional and comprehensive: Journalism is our modern cartography. It
provides citizens with a map to help them navigate society. As with any map, it’s worth is
determined by its completeness and proportionality, with the major being given greater

prominence than the insignificant.(Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstein, 2001).

A cornerstone of truthfulness is keeping news in proportion. Inflating experiences for the sake of
sensation, ignoring others, stereotyping, or being overly negative all contribute to a less
trustworthy map. All affected communities, not simply those with appealing demographics, are
included in the most complete maps. The best stories take into account a variety of backgrounds
and viewpoints. Despite the fact that proportion and comprehensiveness are subjective, their

importance is not diminished by their ambiguity.(Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstein,2001).

Journalists have an obligation to personal conscience: From the workplace to the boardroom,
every journalist must have a personal sense of ethics and duty, a moral compass. Furthermore,
they have a responsibility to express their own conscience in public and to allow others to do so
as well. They must be willing to evaluate their own work and disagree with other people's work

if fairness and accuracy require it.(Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstein,2001).

News organizations do a good job of fostering this independence by pushing people to express
themselves. Conversation and debate help to foster the intellectual diversity of thoughts and
views that is required to comprehend and accurately depict a society that is becoming
increasingly varied. It's pointless to have a diverse newsroom if those varied views aren't heard
or spoken. The following principles of journalism each have their own set of criteria for

determining whether a media outlet embodies them or not.
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2.3.2.1. Elements of Principles of Journalism

Journalists have a responsibility to give their viewers with accurate, objective, unbiased, and
balanced news. Journalists must be devoid of any prejudices in order to fulfill this role, and they
must incorporate versions from all relevant or impacted parties in their stories. (Shoemaker,
1997). A journalist's credibility is built on his or her professional honesty. Journalists should
obtain, report, and interpret information in an honest, fair, balanced, independent, responsible,
and fearless manner. Here are some criteria for core journalism principles that journalists should
always examine when doing any journalistic work. The news production of the sampled media

will also be evaluated using the criteria stated below.

1. Objectivity

Obijectivity has always been a controversial subject in journalism, and as a result, there are many
diverse perspectives on it. Objectivity is defined by media academics such as Gans (2004) and
Tuchman (2000) as an analysis of the substance of gathered news materials. Objectivity,
according to Glasser (1992), is a balancing of views reconstructed by a journalist and presented
against autonomous thought. It's tough to judge a journalist's objectivity because the
trustworthiness of data obtained by the journalist is at the core of objectivity. The "notion" of
objectivity, in Glasser's opinion is defective in comparison to the newsman's mission of reporting
responsibly. As a result, objectivity is a professional principle by which journalists responsibly

produce news and deliver it to their audience as a finished product (Glasser, 1992).

When it comes to determining the objectivity of journalistic reporting, the following factors have

been considered as critical.

» News selection procedures and gate keeping;
"Gatekeepers are editors who judge the newsworthiness of news information acquired,”
according to Kurt, as quoted by White (1997) and Shoemaker (1997). The phrase "gatekeeper"
refers to a phenomenon that has been portrayed in the media as a significant procedure (White,
1997). Its purpose is to define the process through which news flows via channels that verify
facts, assess the news' reliability, and approve its publication. The role of the gatekeeper in news

organizations is to maintain journalistic ideals. Despite their knowledge and experience with
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news selection and gathering, gatekeepers are still influenced by internal and external factors

when making decisions about news materials. Shoemaker (1997), p. 57.

» The impact or influence of culture; in a journalistic environment, objectivity is a crucial
value that journalists use to make sense of events. Its ties to various cultures, onthe other
hand, can influence its application to the point that a journalist becomes biased towards
the subject.

» Ownership;

Editors' decisions on news stories might be influenced by media owners (Gans, 1979:193). The
reason for this is that the owners have commercial or political interests that are incompatible
with the standards of journalism such as accuracy, balance, fairness, accountability, and

impartiality.

» Deadlines;
In newsrooms, deadlines have a significant impact on news production. All journalists process
material over a set period of time, during which they must 48 organize the data gathered and
make it available to editors for further evaluation and editing. Due to a lack of time, reporters are
forced to seek background material from known sources for quick access in order to fulfill
deadlines (Shoemaker and Reese, 1996).

Favors to the journalist, personal relationships with news sources, and organizational structures,

according to (Gans, 1979), all have an impact on the impartiality of journalism practices.
2. Fairness and balance

In a journalistic context, fairness is properly reporting the truth but also examining every aspect
and point of view available. When bits of quotes and facts are used selectively to create a story,
readers of that topic or even a person are misled. This can therefore lead to ethical considerations
for that writer in terms of the impact on the topic and the readers' personal judgment. "It
indicates a reasonable but not necessarily comprehensive division between reporting and
comment,” Gratten (1998) noted. It involves refusing to be misled by your own intensely

personal likes and dislikes of people.”
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Balance, according to (Fico and Soffin, 1995), in the journalistic context indicates that we have a
responsibility to be objective despite our personal opinions and to present a variety of viewpoints
in order to remain neutral on a topic. Allowing readers to form their own opinions based on a
variety of perspectives maintains the story's balance because the public is not persuaded toward a
specific conclusion based on a single biased viewpoint. The following points, according to (Fico

and Soffin, 1995), are critical for a fair and balanced journalistic report.

> Selection of news

Newsrooms are always faced with the task of deciding which stories to cover and which to
ignore. If the selection of stories is not done honestly, it can generate a very basic bias. Simply
because you disagree with a government, a group, or an individual does not mean you can ignore
all positive articles about them and only cover those that are negative. You should be balanced in

your approach.
» Choice of sources

Even if you have to overcome a personal predisposition and choose to cover a subject that you
disagree with, you must ensure that your sources of information are impartial. It's not fair to
choose an attractive individual to interview for a cause you favor over an unattractive or

muddled person to interview for a cause you oppose.

» "No comment"
In some situations, someone will refuse or be unable to participate in an interview. Perhaps they
are simply too preoccupied; perhaps they despise the sound of their own voice. Of course, you
should do everything you can to persuade them to participate in the interview, but if that fails,
you should not say: "But, oh well, they had their chance and blew it. I'll just present the opposing

viewpoint."

» Interviewing techniques
When conducting the interview, maintain a sense of fairness and balance. It may be difficult to
interview someone who opposes you or has done something you don't agree with, but you must

remain fair and accurate.
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3 Independence

Journalists should not be bound by any other interest than the public's right to know. Journalists

should do the following in this regard:

>
>

A\

Avoid conflicts of interest, real or perceived.

Avoid relationships and actions that could jeopardize your integrity or undermine your
credibility.

If secondary work, political activity, public office, or service in community organizations
undermine journalistic integrity, decline gifts, favors, fees, free travel, and preferential
treatment.

Unavoidable conflicts should be disclosed.

Hold people in positions of power accountable with alertness and courage.

Deny advertising and special interests preferential treatment and fight their attempts to
manipulate news coverage.

Avoid negotiating for news and be suspicious of sources who give information in

exchange for favors or money.

4. Responsibility

Journalists are responsible to their readers, listeners, viewers and each other. Thus journalists

should:

>

YV V V

>

Clarify and explain news coverage, and engage the public in a discussion on journalistic
ethics.

Encourage the public to express their dissatisfaction with the news media.
Acknowledge and remedy errors as soon as possible.

Expose unethical journalistic and news media practices.

Follow the same high standards that they hold others to.

According to Kovach, B., and Rosenstein, T. (2003), journalists should also follow the following

guidelines:

v

Test the accuracy of all information sources and take steps to prevent unintended errors.

It is never acceptable to purposefully manipulate data.
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Continually seek out the subjects of news stories so that they can respond to claims of
wrongdoing.

Whenever possible, locate sources. The public has a right to as much information as
possible on the reliability of sources.

Before promising anonymity, always question sources' motivations. Clarify the terms of
any agreement made in exchange for information. Keep your word.

Ensure that headlines, news teases, and promotional material, as well as images, video,
audio, graphics, sound bites, and quotations, are accurate. They should avoid
oversimplifying or highlighting occurrences that aren't relevant.

Never distort the content of news images or videos. It is always permitted to enhance
images for technical clarity. Montages of labels and photo illustrations.

Avoid faked news events or misleading re-enactments. If re-enactment is required to tell
a story, make a note of it.

Unless typical open procedures will not give facts crucial to the public, avoid using
undercover or other secretive means of acquiring information. As part of the plot, the use
of such tactics should be explained.

Never plagiarize.

Even when it is unpopular, openly tell the tale of the diversity and depth of the human
experience.

Examine their own cultural values before attempting to impose them on others.

Avoid making assumptions about someone based on their color, gender, age, religion,
ethnicity, region, sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance, or socioeconomic
standing.

Support the free exchange of ideas, even if they disagree with them.

Give the voiceless a voice; official and unauthorized sources of information can both be
reliable.

Identify the difference between advocacy and news reporting. It is important that analysis
and comments are clearly identified and do not mislead fact or context.

Distinguish news from advertising and stay away from promotional materials. Recognize
that there is a specific responsibility to guarantee that public business is performed in the

open and that government records are accessible to the public.
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The qualities of objectivity, balance and fairness, responsibility, independence, and credibility of
the selected sample news produced by Addis Television will be measured using all of the

aforementioned guidelines and measurement criteria's of journalistic principles in this study.

2.4. Significance of Code of Ethics for Journalists

Many journalists around the world have adopted codes of ethics to help them conduct themselves
responsibly. Journalists require codes of ethics because they perform their duties "not for
themselves but on behalf of the public,” implying that news must be truthful and error-free.
Kruger (2004), p. 3.

For journalists who have the significant responsibility of serving the public, having codes of
ethics is critical. "Codes of ethics are a good place to get high and sometimes even eloquent
formulations of the concept that journalism is fundamentally about public service," writes Kruger
(2004:3). Aside from that, the codes spell out the terms of journalistic accountability and
obligation. This means that establishing or adopting a code of ethics requires journalists to be
accountable to the public, their sources, and their professions, as well as to carry out their

responsibilities responsibly.

The protection of journalism's freedom, integrity, and identity is also helped by a code of ethics
(Campbell, 2004:148). Codes are especially important in Africa, where there is little freedom.
This would help to alleviate interference pressure. "If African journalists followed professional
ethics, it would be more difficult for governments, individuals, groups, organizations, and

pressure groups to influence and interfere with the profession's practices.” (Mwaura, 19994:133).

Many media academics believe that a lack of codes, among other things, is one of the reasons
journalism is not regarded a profession. Journalists, like other medical and legal professions,
should have codes of ethics and be required to follow them. According to (Ronning, 2002:61),
codes have been seen and evolved as part of a process that has given journalism a professional
stature. Also, according to Mac Donald (1998):

Self-regulatory councils and rules of practice are one way of demonstrating professionalism.
These have arisen as a result of attempts at self-regulation in the face of public criticism in order

to maintain public trust and establish journalism as a profession. The adoption of a code can be
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considered as a powerful symbol of the profession's attempt to explain itself in terms of
professional standards (Mac Donald, 1998:78).

Professionalism is frequently tied to the promotion of rules of behavior, according to Keeble

(2001:131). "Ethical rules, in fact, assist to form a profession's collective conscience."

Journalists that adhere to their rules acquire credibility from the general public once more. They
make responsible use of their freedom of expression. They are dedicated to keeping their sources
private. According to Ronning (2002:61), apart from banning some unethical actions on the part

of journalists, codes of press conduct also serve to protect press freedom. "...media ethics
becomes a guarantor of press freedom." For this reason, press codes require journalists to secure

confidential sources of information in order to maintain their independence.”

Fairness, the separation of fact and opinion, the need for accuracy combined with the
responsibility to correct errors, maintaining confidentiality sources, upholding journalists'
responsibility to protect citizens' right to freedom of expression, recognizing a duty to defend the
dignity and independence of the profession, and protecting people's right to information are some
of the main underlying values in codes around the world, according to Keeble(2001:14)
(particularly with respect to political and financial they report on).

As a result, journalists, particularly senior editors, are encouraged to come together to adopt
common codes of ethics, which are thought to improve the ethical climate of media
organizations. "Such codes can also be referenced as proof of a socially responsible institution

that is unwilling to tolerate unethical actions,” according to the report. (Day, 2003, p. 441)

2.5. Factors Affecting Journalists to Write Unfair and unbalanced

Reports

1. Sensitive issues: The first reason, as mentioned in (Harper, 2008), is that when journalists are
confronted with a sensitive issue such as a war or an election, the likelihood of their report being
prejudiced to one side increases. According to Hiram Johnson, a 1917 American senator
(Sanders, 2003, p.45), "the first casualty of war is truth,” and "war times are a good example of

how journalists are forced to broadcast unbalanced, unfair, biased, and false reports.™
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2. Politics: Another argument is that government-suppressed journalists would tell the tale from
the government's point of view. They wouldn't be able to provide the opposing viewpoint to what

the government is promoting. (HarperCollins, 2008)

3. Bias: is the third element that causes journalists to publish imbalanced and unjust news.
Because of the journalist's own bias, stereotypes, and subjective judgment, the news story is
unjust (Retief, 2002: 193-194).

4. The media agenda: is another factor that skews the news in favor of one side, making the tale

completely unjust and imbalanced (MacDonald and Petheram, 1998: 62).

5. Financial problem: would be a contributing aspect in this ethical problem at times. When a
reporter receives freebies from a company, he or she will eventually write too much praise for
the brand (Sanders, 2003:122).

6. Journalist attachment: Journalists will promise to present the facts in a biased or unjust
manner to a specific group or company (Bell, 1998:16).

2.6. News Selection Process

Journalists and media organizations use a variety of criteria to choose which stories to cover. The
selection process necessitates that media professionals understand the fundamentals of
journalism. The dynamic nature of news, on the other hand, has an impact on the selecting

process. As a result, the substance and formats of news might vary depending on the context.

The media does not just report on newsworthy events as they occur. The end result of many
processes is news. According to MacDougall (1977), billions of simultaneous events occur
throughout the world at any given time... all of these occurrences are potentially news. They
don't become famous unless some news source reports on them. In other words, the news is a

report of an occurrence rather than something inherent in the event itself.

Journalists are guided by guidelines when it comes to selecting news. The news value is one of
these rules. News values are employed in two ways, according to Golding and Elliot (1979).
They are criteria for selecting items worthy of inclusion in the final product from the material
accessible to the newsroom. Second, they serve as guidelines for presenting items to an audience,

suggesting what to emphasize, what to exclude, and where to prioritize in the preparation of
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materials for presentation. According to these researchers (Golding and Elliot, 1979: 114-123),

news values are derived from three unstated or implicit assumptions or judgments.

The audience: Is this anything that the audience will care about or something that will keep their
attention? Is it of known interest, and will it be comprehended, enjoyed, registered, and seen as

relevant?

Accessibility: In two ways: prominence and ease of capture. Prominence: to what extent is the
news organization aware of the occurrence, how obvious is it, and has it made itself known?
Ease of capture: how accessible is the event to journalists, is it physically accessible, technically
controllable, in a form suited to journalism, is it ready prepared for easy coverage, and will it
demand significant resources to obtain?

Fit: Is the item compatible with the practicalities of production routines, as well as technical and
organizational capabilities? Is it compatible with the demands and limits of program production
as well as the medium's limitations? Is it logical in light of what we already know about the

topic?

Gans (2004:78) divides news selection into four broad categories. The first is journalist-centered,
in which journalists are in charge of selection. Journalists are in charge of selecting and gathering
news articles in this situation. It is feasible to conclude that the content of news can be influenced

in this way.

The involvement of the news organization in the news selection process is the focus of Gans'
second theory. This demonstrates the influence of news organizations on the selection and
molding of news stories. This suggests that journalists are expected to select and gather news
stories from their organization's point of view. The organization's job is to determine whether or

not something is newsworthy. The power is not in the hands of journalists in this case.

The event-centered hypothesis, sometimes known as the "Mirror theory," is the third theory. This
is where events play a key part in the selection and gathering of news. The fourth hypothesis
focuses on the factors that have a significant impact on the news gathering and selection
procedures. Economic, political, technological, and other variables can all influence the way

news is produced.
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2.7 Theoretical framework

2.7.1. Social responsibility theory
As indicated by Kevin (2003, P.14-15) the purpose of theory is to explain, comprehend and
interpret phenomena and put forward propositions suggesting why such phenomena occur in the
manner they do. In trying to understand how the media work, their role in society and their
impact on individuals we cannot survive by observation alone. We have to make choices about
what is important, what are the main ideas that enable us to organize our observations and make
sense of the variety of information available and provide the best guide as to what to investigate.
The theory of social responsibility is a modification of libertarian concept. It has developed in
the 1940s in the U.S., where the monopolistic situation on the media market and disputable
journalistic practices have led to advocacy of moral restriction on the freedom of journalism.
Unlike the libertarian theory of journalism that theory stresses the importance of conflict to
encourage public debate. Anyone who wants to tell something has the right to use media.
Socially responsible media are controlled by opinion of the community, consumer actions and
professional ethics. Journalists should avoid interference with the privacy and fundamental
interests of society Erjavec and Zajc (2011, P.13). On the other side McQuail (2010, p341-342)
associate the foundation of social responsibility theory with the 1947 Commission on Freedom
of the Press.
In response to widespread criticism of the American newspaper press, especially because
of its sensationalism and commercialism, but also its political imbalance and monopoly
tendencies, a private commission of inquiry was set up in 1942 and reported in 1947
(Hutchins, 1947). The aim of the commission was ,,to examine areas and circumstances
under which the press of the United States is succeeding or failing; to discover where
free expression is or is not limited, whether by government censorship pressure from
readers or advertisers or the un wisdom of its proprietors or the timidity of its
management . The commission forms an important milestone in the present story for
several reasons. It was the first of many such inquiries and reports, often initiated by

governments to look into the failure of the
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media to meet the needs of society and the possibilities for reform.....The findings of the
commission (Hutchins, 1947) were critical of the press for its frequent failings and for
being so limited in the access it gave to voices outside the circle of a privileged and
powerful minority. The report coined the notion of social responsibility.
The view that media audiences are simply passive consumers of what they see, hear and read has
been challenged. Emphasis is placed on the audience as active consumers of the output of the
media. Individuals are regarded as using the media to satisfy a range of needs, which could
include anything from enabling them to escape the daily problems of their lives to helping them
construct their sense of who and what they are.... Thus the key question concerning media effects
centers on the relationship between the media and their audiences, and the power of the media to
influence their audiences Kevin (2003, P.8).
Much of the classic sociology of journalism of this era was concerned with the critique of the
ideology of journalistic professionalism, and certainly it would be naive in the extreme to accept
the claims of journalists to serve the public purely at face value. Nevertheless, the adoption of an
ideology of journalism as a —public trustl is an important historical development and should not
be dismissed as —mere ideologyl any more than it should be accepted as pure altruism Hallin
and Mancini (2004, pp.36-37.)
McQuail (1987.P, 344) summarizes the basic principles of social responsibility theory as
follows:-
* The media have obligations to society, and media ownership is a public trust
* News media should be truthful, accurate, fair, objective and relevant
* The media should be free, but self-regulated
* The media should follow agreed codes of ethics and professional conduct
» Under some circumstances, government may need to intervene to safeguard the public interest.
William Hocking as cited by McQuail (2010, P.343) states _Inseparable from the right of the
press to be free has been the right of the people to have a free press. But the public interest has
advanced beyond that point; it is now the right of the people to have an adequate press.© And of
the two rights, he added: _it is the right of the public that now takes precedence‘. This is one
fundamental basis for the demand of responsibility. The social benefits that Ethiopia now expects
of its media are comparable to those expectations of long that surrounded the birth of the Social
Responsibility Theory Yikunnoamlak (2008, P.9).
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CHAPTER THREE

3. Research Methodologies

3.1. Introduction
This chapter of the study discussed, the ways in which data were collected and analyzed towards
answering the research questions designed. The areas of focus include the research design and

method, data collection tools, time frame, selection of stories, and data analysis procedures.

3.2 Research design and Method

The structure of research can be thought of as the "glue” that ties all of the pieces of a research
project together; in other words, it is a blueprint for the proposed study endeavor. Different
social scientists define research design in different ways; some of the definitions include: "A
research design is the creation of conditions for the gathering and analysis of data in a manner
that tries to combine relevance to the research purpose with economy and method," according to
Jahoda, Deutch, and Cook (2005). "Research design” refers to the "plan, structure, method, and
inquiry concaved to ensure that the search question is answered and variance is controlled."
According to Henry Manheim, research design not only predicts and describes the seemingly
countless decisions associated with data collection, processing, and analysis, but it also provides

a logical foundation for these judgments.

Wimmer & Dominick (2003) defined research design as "A master plan describing the methods
and procedure for collecting and analyzing the needed information,” The definitions emphasize a
systematic approach to gathering the proper data for interpretations that is both economical and
procedural. Through fact, the research design is the framework in which the research is carried
out: In this regard, because this was a descriptive study, the data would be collected in such a
way that they would indicate how much the news provided by Addis Television (ATV) adheres

to journalistic ideals.

The researcher employed both qualitative and quantitative methodologies to cross-check and
validate the reliability of a specific study and the validity of the data acquired. The employment

of both qualitative and quantitative methods, according to Mcneill& Chapman (2005), is referred
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to as mixed, and employing both of them is very necessary to check the accuracy of the data
acquired from the sampled media. Furthermore, Creswell (2007) claims that the quantitative is
less detailed and the qualitative is subjective. As a result, the greatest answer is to combine them
in order to achieve a superior result. A study's overall strength outweighs both qualitative and

quantitative research.

Shoemaker and Reese (1996) emphasize the significance of combining quantitative and
qualitative content analysis methodologies in order to properly comprehend the meaning and
potential consequences of media texts. As a result, quantitative results will support qualitative
analysis, and it is critical to double-check the accuracy of data collected by each approach. As a
result, the researcher employed mixed method approach to collect and analyze data from the

sampled media in order to come up with a conclusion and thesis recommendation.

3.2.1. Quantitative content analysis

The researcher used content analysis because it became a central method in communication
research according to Lovejoy, Watson, Lacy, &Riffe (2015). On the basis of clear criteria,
content analysis is all about making valid, reproducible, and objective judgments about the
message. Letters, diaries, newspaper articles, folk ballads, short stories, radio and television
messages, documents, texts, or any symbols can be used for content analysis (Prasad, 2008).

Media content is characterized by a wide range of phenomena, including the medium, production
techniques, messages, sources quoted or referred to, and context, according to Shoemaker and
Reese (1996), and the task of content analysis is to impose some sort of order on these
phenomena in order to grasp their meaning. According to the definitions above, content analysis
is a systematic method of summarizing and drawing conclusions based on data acquired from the
selected medium that is free of researcher bias and quantifiable.

As a result, the quantitative content analysis in this study was undertaken by counting and
categorizing the news stories based on how many of them lack features of objectivity,
independence, fairness and balance, and credibility. Also, how many news stories from the
sampling media contain features of objectivity, fairness, and balance, and how many news stories

have features of objectivity, fairness, and balance, and credibility? The variables were the
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reputation of the news stories, the length of the news stories, and the aspects of balance,

objectivity, credibility, and other journalistic standards in relation to the selected news stories.

3.2.1.1. Reliability and Validity in Quantitative Research

The concepts of reliability and validity in quantitative research, according to Creswell (2014),
indicate two strands: To begin, consider whether the outcome is repeatable in terms of reliability.
Second, there's the issue of validity, or if the methods of measurement are accurate and
measuring what they're supposed to measure.

3.2.1.1. 1. Reliability in quantitative research

In quantitative research, reliability is defined by Joppe (2000, p. 1) as the degree to which results
are consistent over time and an accurate representation of the total population under study. If the
results of a study can be replicated using similar methodology, the research instrument is
considered to be reliable.

In quantitative research, Kirk and Miller (1986) distinguish three categories of reliability: (1) the
degree to which a measurement remains the same when given repeatedly; (2) the stability of a
measurement across time; and (3) the similarity of measures within a specific time period (pp.
41-42).

Charles (1995) believes that using the test-retest procedure at two distinct times can determine
the consistency with which test items are answered or whether an individual's scores remain
relatively the same. Stability is the name given to this feature of the instrument. The results
should be comparable if we're dealing with a stable measure. A high level of stability shows a
high level of reliability, implying that the results can be repeated. As a result, the researcher
conducted a test-retest on the quantitative data findings to ensure its reliability for this study.
Because the researcher has not respondents on the quantitative method of the study, so he
analyzed the contents and had a test retest check on the findings.

3.2.1.1. 2. Validity in quantitative research
In quantitative research, validity refers to whether the methodologies, approaches, and
techniques are relevant to or measure the issues you want to explore. According to Joppe (2000),

validity in quantitative research is defined as follows:
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Validity assesses if the research accurately measures what it was designed to measure or whether
the research findings are accurate. In other words, can you strike "the bull's eye" of the study
object with the research instrument? Researchers usually establish validity by asking a series of
questions and then looking for answers in other people's research.

According to Creswell (2014), the present study employed two forms of validity namely: (a)
content validity, which is defined as "the degree to which items in an instrument reflect the
content universe to which the instrument will be generalized” (do the items measure the content
they were intended to measure?), (b) Face validity;It assesses the questionnaire's appearance in
terms of feasibility, readability, style and formatting consistency, and the clarity of the language
used. In other words, face validity refers to researchers' subjective evaluations of the measuring
instrument's presentation and relevance, such as whether the items in the instrument appear to be
relevant, rational, unambiguous, and clear (Oluwatayo, 2012).

As a result, the researcher used content and face validity in this study. According to
Kruppendorff. H. (2003), content validity refers to how well a psychological test captures all of
the characteristics that constitute the idea it claims to evaluate. As a result, the researcher
examined all of the news content sampled in terms of journalism principles.

According to Krippendorff. H. (2003), content analysts rely on face validity perhaps more than
researchers who use other methods of inquiry because content analysis is fundamentally
concerned with text readings, symbol interpretations, and how images are seen, all of which are
largely rooted in common sense, in the shared culture in which such interpretations are made,
which is difficult to measure but often highly reliable at a given time. As a result, the researcher
showed his advisor, coders, and other content specialists the checklists for measuring the practice

of journalistic principles on Addis TV.(See Appindex E).

3.2.2. Qualitative content analysis

According to Mayting (2000), qualitative content analysis can be used to any type of recorded
communication, including interview transcripts, discourses, observation procedures, videotapes,
and documents. According to Connolly-Ahern & Broadway (2008), cited in (Marais, 2012),
qualitative content analysis is defined as follows: Qualitative content analysis involves extensive
and frequent engagement with a text, as well as a comprehensive examination of the material in

order to find frameworks.
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Hence, qualitative content analysis is a research approach for analyzing text data by reading
contents carefully. It assists in determining human behavior, opinion, and other information that
is difficult to gather by quantitative content analysis because it involves lengthy involvement
with a text. As a result, the qualitative content analysis was used to describe the sampled news
contents produced by Addis Television in terms of journalism principles. When examining the
sampled news productions, this form of research approach also allowed the researcher to answer

the question of what.

3.2.2.1. Reliability and Validity in Qualitative Research

The study of trustworthiness is critical in qualitative research to assure reliability. While
establishing good quality studies in qualitative research through reliability and validity, Seale
(1999) claims that “the trustworthiness of a study report lies at the heart of concerns typically
articulated as validity and reliability" (p. 266). The concept of validity is more important in
qualitative research than dependability. It is, according to Maxwell (1996: 87), "the credibility of
a description, conclusion, explanation, interpretation, or other kind of account.” "Since there can
be no validity without reliability, a demonstration of the former [validity] is sufficient to
establish the latter [reliability," Lincoln and Guba (1985) write to broaden the scope of reliability
conceptualization and reveal the congruence of reliability and validity in qualitative research.
(See p. 316). When it comes to the researcher's talent and expertise in any qualitative research,

Patton (2001) believes that reliability is a result of the study's validity.

3.2.2.1. 1. Reliability in Qualitative Research

According to Yin (2009), qualitative researchers should document the procedures of their case
studies and as many of the steps of the procedures as possible. He also suggested creating a
detailed case study protocol and database so that others may replicate the process. Gibbs (2007)
suggested the following approaches for assessing qualitative reliability:

* Double-check transcripts to ensure they don't include any evident transcription errors.

* Ensure that during the coding process, there is no drift in the definition of codes or a shift in the
meaning of the codes. This can be performed by comparing data to the codes on a regular basis
and keeping track of the codes and their definitions in memos.

* When conducting team research, keep the coders in touch by holding regular meetings and

exchanging the findings.
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» Compare independently produced results to cross-check codes developed by various
researchers. Proposal writers should include several of these processes as evidence that their
proposed study would produce consistent results. Gibbs (2007) suggests that a proposal include
various techniques and that single researchers locate another individual to cross-check their
codes for what is known as inter-coder agreement (or cross-checking).

For this study, the researcher used the inter-coder agreement to verify the reliability of the data
acquired through qualitative methods, as described by Gibbs (2007), because such an agreement
might be based on whether two or more coders agree on codes used for the same content. To test
the level of coding consistency, the researcher used two coders on the same news content. For
good qualitative reliability, Miles and Huberman (1994) advised that coding consistency be in

agreement at least 80% of the time.

3.2.2.1. 2. Validity in Qualitative Research

Validity is one of qualitative research's strengths, and it involves establishing whether the
findings are correct from the perspective of the researcher, the participant, or the account's
readers (Creswell & Miller, 2000). Validity is a topic that receives a lot of attention in the
qualitative literature, including terms like trustworthiness, authenticity, and credibility (Creswell
& Miller, 2000). (Lincoln, Lynham, & Guba, 2011).

According to Creswell (2014), a procedural viewpoint recommends identifying and discussing
one or more ways accessible to check the accuracy of the findings in research proposals. Validity
strategies are actively incorporated by the researcher into their proposal. Multiple approaches,
according to Creswell (2014), should improve the researcher's ability to judge the correctness of
findings as well as persuade readers of that accuracy. There are eight basic strategies, going from
the most commonly used and simple to the less frequently used and more complicated to
implement two of them are:

« Triangulate different data sources of information by examining evidence from the sources and
using it to build a coherent justification for themes. This method can be claimed as adding to the
validity of the study if themes are created based on the convergence of different sources of data
or opinions from participants.

» Use member checking to determine the accuracy of the qualitative findings through taking the

final report or specific descriptions or themes back to participants and determining whether these
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Participants feel that they are accurate. This does not imply returning the raw transcripts for
verification; rather, the researcher returns portions of the polished or semi-polished result, such
as the principal findings, themes, case analysis, grounded theory, cultural description, and so on.
This approach may entail conducting a follow-up interview with study participants and giving
them the opportunity to remark on the findings.

The researcher used these two strategies the triangulation and members checking techniques to
examine the validity of the findings in this study, as well as the procedures mentioned above to
check the validity of qualitative data. Because this method allows the researcher to cross-check
the validity of the findings from both research methods and also has a chance to determine the
accuracy of the qualitative findings by returning the final report or specific descriptions or
themes to participants and asking if they believe they are accurate. This approach
involved conducting a follow-up interview with study participants and giving them the

opportunity to remark on the findings.

3.2.3. Unit of Analysis

According to Wimmer& Dominick (2006), the unit of analysis might be a single word or
symbol, a theme (a single assertion about one subject), or an entire article or story in written
content. The information can consist of interview transcripts, documents, blogs, surveys,
pictures, videos etc. In this study, all selected sample news productions in a sampled period of
time was included. Thus, the unit of analysis of this study was the content of each news
productions.

3.2.4. Coding and Content Categories

The analytic task of giving codes to non-numeric data is known as coding. Language data coding
is a technique that has been employed in a variety of research traditions. In traditional content
analysis, coding is referred to as "human coding,” and it is done with the help of a codebook,
which, according to Neuendorf (2016), should be set up ahead of time and "so thorough and
unambiguous as to nearly remove individual variances among coders.” In qualitative research,
coding is defined as the process of creating and assigning a word or phrase to symbolize,
summarize, or otherwise capture some aspect of "a section of language-based or visual data,"
often in collaboration with that data (Saldaa, 2016).
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The researcher of this study employed both qualitative and quantitative research approaches. The
qualitative method of this study was in-depth interview and qualitative content analysis, and the
researcher also used Statistical Package for Social Scientists in its quantitative method to help
identify and categorize gathered data in different forms, which is almost compatible with the
other categories of study. The qualitative method of in-depth interview allows the study to better

examine the cause and effect of each unit of study in the study period.

The media can categorize topics, subjects, or issues into different sub-categories in content
analysis. It's a study of which components of the news get the most attention, as well as the types
of subjects that get the most attention. This classification of issues covered in a broad region of
coverage chosen for analysis serves as a starting point for investigating media material (Anders
et al, 1998). The researcher has developed categories in order to examine significant content in

this study. As a result, the researcher classified the news stories as follows:-

Kinds of /dominant/ news items covered: These contain the types of stories (news) that were
broadcast within the specified time period. Environmental, economic, political, agricultural,
business, social, whether, and other topics may be covered in these news items.

Sources of the story: This indicates the person, place, or thing from whom the station obtains
data. A person who gives information for a news story is referred to as a source. It's critical to
understand who their primary and most common news sources were at any particular point in
time. Government officials, community members, NGOs, specialists, documents, conducted
research, and internet sources are all possible sources. This enables you to understand how the
institution employs a variety of sources to diversify their sources and improve source

creditability.

Expert opinion in the story: This is an expert's participation in the story. It refers to a

professional’s opinion or point of view on a topic based on their knowledge or experience.

Features of objectivity: One of the attributes that represented ‘excellent journalism' was
objectivity. Journalists should work to maintain public trust in journalism's objectivity. News
selection, ownership, the impact or influence of culture, and deadlines are all elements that
influence whether or not the news is objective. This has the advantage of determining whether

Addis TV's news is objective or not.
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Features of fairness& balance: The selection of news, choice of sources, interviewing
procedures, and other factors can all be used to assess the fairness and balance of news
production. Based on these characteristics, it is possible to determine whether Addis TV's news

is fair and balanced or not.

Features of accountability: The ability to hold people accountable is a proven evidence of
professionalism and responsible journalism. When journalists make mistakes, they must correct
them and express apologies in a sincere rather than cynical manner. They pay attention to their
audience's concerns. They may not be able to control what readers write or say, but when
journalists are unfair, they will always provide remedies. This makes it easier to understand how

Addis TV journalists are held accountable for their work.

Features of Independence: Journalists should not be obligated by any other interest than the
public's right to know. This will also help how much Addis TV journalists are free from any

interference when they produce their news.

Features of credibility: In order to achieve and keep credibility, journalists are supposed to
present issues from multi angles so that the public confidence towards journalists develop. And
this will help to indicate how news productions of Addis TV have covered an issue from

different angles.

Challenges on news production: this will show the major challenges to produce news in Addis

TV based on the principles of journalism.

3.2.5. Number of Coders

For this study the researcher developed the check list for the coders based on the principles of
journalism to measure a news on the basis of criteria’s of features of objectivity, balance and
fairness, independence, responsibility and credibility. After this the researcher also selected two
coders before starting coding the data. Dominick and Wimmer assert that “two to six coders
could be employed in a content analysis method” (2006:162). Therefore, the coding was done by
two coders, who are journalists in Fana broadcasting corporate and Ethiopian Broadcasting
Corporation. Before the coders started coding the researcher provided the necessary explanation
on the purpose of the study, the coding categories as well as how to code the categories. After
this, the coders took samples which are 20 % of the total sampled 266 Amharic news production
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of Addis television, in which each coder has taken 54 news productions. The two coders
discussed on the coding tuition cautiously and coded news productions contained 54 news to
check inter coder reliabilities. The agreements of the two coders were 49 on the content
categories of the issues. Applying the inter coder reliability formula, which advocated a method
of computing inert coder reliability by calculating a coefficient of reliability.
It is calculated by dividing the number of stories placed in the same category by dividing the
number of units coded. (Wimmer and Dominick, 2011)
Hence,

Number of units in the same category

Coefficient of reliability =

Total number of units coded
2M

N1+N2

In which M refers to the number of coding decisions, on which the two coders agree, and N1
And N2 are the total number of coding decisions made by the first and the second coder
respectively.
Therefore, the two coders mediated a sample of 54 news productions and agreed on 49 of the
categories, and then the calculation is,
R= 2(49) 98
= =090

54 + 54 108
This implies the inter coder reliability is 90%.This means as Holsti (1969) indicated this data

Implied the code is reliable and acceptable, because most broadcasted content analysis typically

report a minimum reliability of 0.7 (Ibid).

3.2.6. In-depth interview

The in-depth interview method is a qualitative research technique that entails conducting lengthy
individual interviews with a small number of respondents to learn more about their opinions on a

specific idea, issue, Program, or situation (Boyce & Neale, 2006).
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There are numerous advantages to doing an in-depth interview. It allows the researcher to
conduct the interview in a variety of formats in order to obtain a variety of perspectives on a
wide range of subjects. It also allows the researcher to ask follow-up questions (Jensen
&Jankowski 1991).

The researcher conducted an in-depth interview with journalists from Addis Television. In this
study, the interviews were crucial in determining how news is produced based on journalistic
principles, and if the sampled news items lack features of balance, objectivity, fairness,
responsibility, and other journalistic principles, they played a critical role in determining why.

The interviews were conducted with a senior editor and three reporters from the selected TV
station. The researcher selected those informants after investigating their contribution for the
selected media news production and based on the award they got from their institution by
becoming the best journalists of the media for the half year of 2013 EC. Moreover, the selected
informants are assumed to held important positions (reporters and editor) in preparing the stories.

3.3. Sampling Techniques and procedures

A sample is a set of units or participants drawn from a population in order to save time and
provide reliable and unbiased estimations of the population's status in relation to the research
issue (Dane 1990:288; Schofield 2006: 26). Deacon (1999) identifies two kinds of sampling
techniques: probability or random sampling (e.g., simple random sampling, stratified random
sampling, cluster sampling) and non-probability or non-random sampling (e.g., purposive
sampling, quota sampling, convenience sampling, snowball sampling, accidental sampling).
Sampling universe of qualitative content analysis usually consists of selected texts which can
inform the research questions being investigated (Smith, 1975:218). For this study Amharic news
of Addis TV broadcast for three months were taken as the sampling population or sampling
universe. They make a total of 460 news. The selected sample data is limited to three months.
Sampling was done depending on the advice given by Deacon et al (1999). Deacon et al (1999:
121) says "The entire sample is constrained by time, energy, money, manpower, equipment, and
access to appropriate places for measuring every single item or site within the parent population
or whole sampling frame.” For that reason, an "appropriate sampling strategy” that is also
advised by Deacon et al (1999) is adopted in order to obtain a representative, and statistically

valid sample of the whole. Depending on that, from the sampling universe, sample news were
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selected for analysis with a stratified sampling method, a type of simple random sampling
method, that ensures the proper representation of the stratification variables to enhance
representation of other variables related to them. Taken as a whole, then, a stratified sample is
likely to be more representative on a number of variables than a simple random sample. (Babbie,
2010).Therefore, depending on the sampling technique that is mentioned above and based on a
simplified population proportion method equation for calculating sample size from smaller

population the researcher selected 266 sample news out of 460 total sample news.

3.3.1. Selection of News

Addis Television disseminates news each hour and half of the day. It also has two full news
bulletins, afternoon 12: 30 PM and evening 7: 30 AM. And, this study focused only on the
evening 7: 30 AM full bulletin which takes 30-40 minutes time duration. The reason to select the
evening 7: 30 AM full bulletins is, according to the media editorial policy it is one of the prime-
time of the media news are presented at a convenient time for most of the media‘s viewers to
attend, and since the main audiences of the station are commonly at home, at this time of the day,

most salient and national and international news are covered during this period.

The research was employed stratified random sampling. As stated by Igwenagu (2016 p.37)
stratified sampling can be used by dividing members of the samples into similar sub groups
before sampling. In this research project the sample comprises similar sub groups of the news
produced on ordinary and extra ordinary days. As stated by Igwenagu (2016, p.37)
““stratification is the process of dividing members of the samples into homogenous sub groups

before sampling.”’

Therefore, stratified random sampling was applied to select the news from the sampled period of
time. As explained by Bryman (2012, p.190) in random sampling, each unit of the sample has the
same probability of inclusion in the sample. Based on the data obtained from the online plat form
of Addis Media Network (AMN) the total sample news of the study is calculated in the table as

follows.

N.B. Ordinary day news — includes all news which transmitted on every day with in the

sampled period of time except the news which is transmitted on a calendar day/holyday.

Extra ordinary day news-News which are transmited by Addis TV on holidays.
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November February April Total news within 3
months

Total number of news | 152 161 147 460

produced with in the

month

Ordinary  event/day | 148 127 140 415

news

Extra ordinary | 7 29 9 45

event/day news

After getting the total sample news what is left is calculating the sample size. The researcher will

consider 95% confidence level which is universal and tolerable in many researches. Besides, the

precession is £5%. A simplified population proportion method (Yamane, 1967) is a widespread

equation for calculating sample size from smaller population (Yamane, 1967).

The equation is:

n=N/1+N (e2)

Where n= sample size, N= population size, e= level of precision,

For ordinary news we have N=399, e=0.05

2
Then the sample size will be calculated as follows: n=N/1+N (e )

2
n=415/1+415(0.05 )

n=415/1+415 (0.0025)

n=415/1+0.9975, n=415/1.9975

n=199.7496871089 which is more than 0.5 that can be shifted into the next number, 216.

Thus, n=is 200 with a non-response rate of 5%

This means=200(5) /100=10
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10+216=226, Hence, the sample size for the ordinary day/even news will be 226.

For the extra ordinary event/day news

We have N=40, e=0.05

n=40/1+40 (0.05 )

n=40/1+40 (0.0025)

n=40/1+0.1525, n=40/1.1525

n=52.9284164859 which is more than 0.5 that can be shifted into the next number, 53.

Thus, n=is 37 with a non-response rate of 5%
This means=40(5) /100=2.65

2.65+37= 39.65, approximately = 40 Therefore, the sample size for the extra ordinary day/event

news will be 40.

Based on the above data the researcher used a total of 266 randomly selected news for the study,
which means 226 of ordinary day news and 40 extra ordinary event news from the total sample
produced by the sampled media station, With the proportion rate of around 1:4 for extra ordinary

day news and ordinary day news respectively.

3.3.2. Time Frame

According to Wimmer& Dominick (2003) in simple random sampling each subject, element,
event, or unit in the population has an equal chance of being selected. Regarding sampling the
time frame of the study the researcher use simple random sampling technique by giving each
month of a year a number from 1to12 and take the news produced on one fourth months of the
year which includes November, February and April 2013 EC by a lottery. As we know in the
selected months there are many ordinary events or days which covered by the news. In the
selected time frame there are also an extraordinary events like the nation and nationalities day
which is celebrated on November 29 each year, the day of martyrs (¢ae163+7%) and Adwa

victory day which commemorated on February 12 and 23 each year respectively and also on
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April there is celebrations of international labor day and the patriots day. Due to this the
researcher had a chance to analyze the news which produced on ordinary and extraordinary days

on the selected time periods.

3.4. Procedures of Data Collection and Method of Analysis

This study assessed the professional journalistic practices and challenges of news production on
Addis Television. As explained earlier the study employed qualitative and quantitative content
analysis on the productions of the sampled media outlet. In addition to the content analysis, the
study also employed an in-depth interview with media practitioners to strengthen the results find
in content analysis. The data analysis process of this study was started by present the findings
obtained from the content analysis. Next, the overall findings were discussed with the results of

the key informant interview to enrich the results of qualitative and quantitative content analyses.
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CHAPTER FOUR

RESULTS AND DISCUSION

4.1 Introduction

The main objective of the study was to assess the level of professional practices of journalism in
Addis Media Network, with specific reference to Addis TV Amharic news. This chapter
examines and discusses the data gathered through content analysis (both quantitative and
qualitative) and in-depth interview towards finding answers to the research question based on
theoretical framework of the study.

To keep the study's informants confidential, the researcher concealment the names of the key

informants and coded them.

4.2 Coverage of News

The media does not just report on newsworthy events. News, as explained in Chapter two, is the
end result of a number of processes. Golding and Elliot (1979) offered three criteria for news
selection: audience, accessibility, and fit, as addressed in chapter two, and here the researcher
examines Addis TV's news selection and coverage.

4.2.1. Quantitative content analysis of news coverage

According to the news items analyzed in this study, Addis TV has news selection preferences. It
covers news from all over the country and no boundaries for the issues that are reported in the
news. But, the majority of the media news focused on events in Addis Ababa and the activities of
the deputy mayor of Addis Ababa Mrs. Adanech Abebe. For example:

» Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor Adanech Abebe said the act of the people of Addis
Ababa supporting the Defense Forces who were attacked by the extremist TPLF should
be encouraged and strengthened. ( November 4,2013 E.C)

» Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor Adanech Abebe said In connection with the
governments crackdown on extremists is no discrimination against the people of Tigray
State. ( November 5,2013 E.C)
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Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor, Adanech Abebe said the victory of our army after
defending the attack is a clear indication that any wrongdoing against Ethiopia's dignity
and sovereignty will not succeed. ( November 8,2013 E.C)

Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor, Adanech Abebe, said the relocation of Fruit and
Vegetable Trading in Jan Meda to Haile Garment Market Center which was delayed for
the cause of COVID 19 will be completed in a short period of time. ( November 30,2013
E.C)

Deputy Mayor Adanech Abebe said the administration is working to make Addis Ababa a
destination for medical tourism. Addis Ababa City Administration's 700 Million Birr
Maternity and Children's Hospital in Addis Ababa was inaugurated by Adanech Abebe.(
February 4,2013 E.C)

Addis Ababa City Administration Deputy Mayor Adanech Abebe said the graduates
should serve their country as an example of honesty.( February 13,,2013 E.C)

Deputy Mayor Adanech Abebe said teachers should support to enhance and strengthen
their responsibility to shape the next generation.( February 14 ,2013 E.C)

Addis Ababa Deputy Mayor, Adanech Abebe, inaugurated the paperless data
management system implemented by the February 12 Hospital Medical College.(
February 14 ,2013 E.C)

The city of Addis Ababa is developing in different ways; Deputy Mayor Adanech Abebe
said work is underway to benefit the surrounding farmers.( April 2,2013 E.C)

Adanech Abebe, Deputy Mayor of Addis Ababa City Administration, said hatred and
alienation should be avoided just as we clean the garbage in our homes.( April 9,2013
E.C)

Addis Ababa City Administration Deputy Mayor, Adanech Abebe said work is underway
to solve the problems in the business and revenue collection system and establish a fair
system. ( April 9,2013 E.C)

Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor Adanech Abebe said more than 1.2 million people have
registered to vote for the sixth national election. ( April 14,2013 E.C)

Addis Ababa Deputy Mayor, Adanech Abebe, provided financial and material support to
the Focus Women and Children Center and Muday Charity. ( April 14,2013 E.C)
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» Addis Ababa City Administration Deputy Mayor, Mrs. Adanech Abebe has inaugurated
more than 37,000 cubic meters of sewage treatment plant. ( April 14,2013 E.C)
> Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor Adanech Abebe said the government is working to
ensure equitable distribution of wealth among citizens. ( April 14,2013 E.C)
» Addis Ababa Deputy Mayor, Adanech Abebe, has inaugurated a Tesfa Birhan Feeding
Center in Arada Sub-City. ( April 24,2013 E.C)
There is a lot of news that is very similar to what was stated above.

Table 4.1
Extra Ordinary day | Total percentage
Total amount  of | Ordinary day news news
sampled news within 226 40 266 100%
3 months
News based on deputy 42 8 50 18.8%
mayor Adanech
Abebe

From the total amount of Addis TV's sampled news within three month period of time 50 or

18.8% was news about the deputy mayor of Addis Ababa Mrs. Adanech Abebe.

In addition, Addis TV Amharic news also covers the actions of the prime minster, ministries,
authorities, and offices extensively.

> The Ministry of Defense said that Law enforcement action being taken by the TPLF
against the TPLF, the group was spreading false information in the guise of a civil war.(
November 2 ,2013 E.C)

» Addis Ababa Police Commission announced that it has arrested 242 individuals and 744
firearms commissioned by the TPLF extremist group to create chaos in Addis Ababa.(
November 3 ,2013 E.C)

» Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed has urged Tigray People's and Special Forces members
to refrain from making unnecessary sacrifices in order to prolong his life.( November 4
,2013 E.C)
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Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Dr. Abiy Ahmed said
Mekelle town under the control of the Defense Forces.( November 19,2013 E.C)

The Addis Ababa Water and Sewerage Authority said it is working to produce more than
100,000 cubic meters of groundwater in the 2021 Ethiopian budget year.( February 1
2013 E.C)

The Minister of Culture and Tourism, Dr. Hirut Kassaw, said Adwa victory, a symbol of
the identity of the black people and a symbol of freedom, should be considered as an
educational institution in higher education.( February 3,2013 E.C)

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Deputy Prime Minister Demeke Mekonnen held talks
with Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs Mevlot Kasglu. ( February 8 ,2013 E.C)

The Ministry of Science and Higher Education said for the Prosperity Way that Ethiopia
committed to special attention would give to the TVET institutions that produce qualified
middle and middle class professionals.( February 13,2013 E.C)

The Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Dr. Abiy Ahmed,
has laid the foundation stone for the $ 300 million Roha Medical Center to be built in
Gerji area of Addis Ababa.( April 2,2013 E.C)

Ministry of foreign affairs has announced the tripartite negotiation on the Great
Ethiopian Renaissance dam carried out in Congo Kinshasa was not successful for the
African despising ideology of Sudan and Egypt. ( April 7,2013 E.C)

The National Security Council advises on current national and regional security and
safety issues.( April 16,2013 E.C)

Ethiopian Media Authority (EPA) has announced that activities are underway which
enable to bring order with the website media propagating the fake news and hatred
speeches.( April 26,2013 E.C)
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Table 4.2

Total amount of sampled news within 3 months Ordinary | Extra Ordinary | Total | percentage
day news | day news
226 40 266 100%
News based on Prime minster Dr Abiy Ahmed 17 2 19 7.14%
News based on the communique of govt Ministries,
Authorities, bureaus, sub cities and woredas 72 0 72 27.06%
Total 89 2 91 34.2%

From the total sampled news of the media 7.14% were about prime minster Dr Abiy Ahmed. In

addition other government officials also have 27.06% from the total sampled news. Totally 91

news out of 226 sampled news were about these government officials.

Generally the following table shows as in which area Addis TV focuses on its news selection and

coverage with in a sampled period time of 266 randomly selected news.

Table 4.3
Total amount of sampled news within 3 months Ordinary | Extra Ordinary | Total | percentage
day news | day news

226 40 266 100%
News based on deputy mayor AdanechAbebe 42 8 50 18.8%
News based on Prime minster Dr Abiy Ahmed 17 2 19 7.14%
News based on other govt officials communique 28 8 36 13.53%
News based on the communique of govt Ministries,
Authorities, bureaus, sub cities and woredas 72 0 72 27.06%
News based on non-governmental organizations&
religious institutions 8 6 14 | 5.26%
News based on opposition political parties 6 0 6 2.25%
News based on the social issues like health,
education, economy, holydays, traffic etc. 43 15 58 21.83%
News based on scholars 10 1 11 | 4.13%
Total 226 40 266 100%
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The above table and charts can be described in terms of three categories: First, the sources of the
news; secondly, the speakers within the news and thirdly the emphasis that each source of news
adopted for each of its speakers.

As can be inferred from the above table, government officials were the main speakers within the
news broadcasted by Addis TV. As indicated above the deputy mayor of Addis Ababa Mrs.
Adanch Abebe appeared in the news 50 times (18.8%) out of 226 news stories. The prime
minster DrAbiy Ahmed accounted for about 19 (7.14%) of stories. News based on different
government officials’ communique covered 36 (13.53%). The communique of government
Ministries, Authorities, bureaus, sub cities and districts became speakers within the news about
72 times (27.06%). Non-governmental organizations and religious institutions covered 14
(5.26%) of the news stories. Opposition political parties also appeared 6 (2.25%) times in the
news. News based on the social issues like health, education, economy, holydays, traffic etc.

covered 58 (21.83%) times. Scholars also had covered 11 (4.13%) of the total news stories.

This implies that government officials at both the federal and city levels were given the highest
coverage in Addis TV. For instance out of 226 news stories 69 (25.94%) of the news were based
on two higher government officials: the prime minster of the country and the deputy mayor of
Addis Ababa. In addition to this other government officials and different federal and city
ministries, authorities, bureaus, and sub cities have a total of (40.59%) share of news. According
to the findings, government officials and organizations account for (66.53%) of the news sources
and their coverage, compared to news based on opposition political parties (2.25 %) or news

covered by the general public as a source (21.83%).

Generally government officials were the main speakers within the news broadcasted by Addis
TV and the media gives vast coverage of their activities. According to Holmes (1990), the media
is a venue where various ideas are entertained. The study's findings appear to contradict this
claim because Addis TV's practice reveals that stories are presented from one perspective,
implying that officials use the media to promote their agenda.

4.2.2. Qualitative content analysis of news coverage

The analysis and interpretation of the themes of the categorized titles, tones, and news coverage
are all part of qualitative content analysis. Rice and Ezzy (1999:258) describe the process of
identifying themes as "careful reading and re-reading of the data." And the researcher also used
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this method to identify the themes. Content analysis can be done in a variety of ways by different
scholars. Romanowski (2009) presented the common strategies of qualitative content analysis
based on Miles and Huberman's (1994) framework of qualitative analytical procedures:(a) The
researcher examines the textual data attentively and takes notes; (b) The researcher does data
reduction by selecting, focusing, and condensing the content in a way that best answers the
research questions; and (c) The researcher organizes, arranges, and displays the condensed data.
The researcher discovers themes, patterns, linkages, and omissions that could contribute in
answering the research questions based on the display. Furthermore, quotations for supporting
the topics and interconnections among the themes could be added. To optimize mutual
exclusivity and exhaustiveness, categories could be added, deleted, and altered as needed; and
(d) the researcher revisits the data multiple times to check, test, or confirm the themes and
patterns observed.

The researcher divides the news content into two categories based on the information gathered:
ordinary and extraordinary day news. Ordinary news (news which broadcasted every day with in
a sampled period of time with out calanderdays/holydays) includes coverage of politics,
economics, health, transportation, water and sanitation, education, agriculture, and industry,
among other topics. The news broadcast on various holydays, on the other hand, was grouped
and analyzed under the extraordinary day news umbrella. As a result, the essential themes of the
news were explored in respect to the categories. Extracts from the sampled news stories and
interviews were used in parallel for the analysis.

Journalists and media outlets are accountable for covering issues that influence the public
interest, as stated in chapter two. They also serve as watchdogs over authorities' abuses of
authority, government wrongdoings, and anyone working for the common good. When we look
at the news items used as a sample for this study, we can see that the media houses has a serious

professional problem with this issue.

During the time frame, Addis TV broadcasted only a few news items with a watchdog function.
The majority of its news stories are limited to reporting on events. These kinds of news stories
cannot satisfy the social responsibility function of a media organization with a great goal of
making society a better life. However, the majority of the news broadcasted by Addis TV during

this time period was success stories. Things that the government has done.
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» Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor AdanechAbebe announced that she will work hard to
ensure the full participation and benefit of the city's youth. (November 10, 2013)

» Expansion of schools in Addis Ababa will not only solve temporary problems but also
improve the standard of schools persistently, said Jantirara Abay, Deputy Mayor
Coordinator of Public Service Institutions.(February 3, 2013 EC)

> In Addis Ababa, the recently seized edible oil distributed to consumers'
cooperatives.(February 8, 2013 EC)

> Addis Ababa Deputy Mayor, AdanechAbebe, provided financial and material support to
the Focus Women and Children Center and Muday Charity.(April 19, 2013 EC)

> Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor AdanechAbebe said the government is working to
ensure equitable distribution of wealth among citizens.(April 20, 2013 EC)

> Addis Ababa Deputy Mayor, AdanechAbebe, has inaugurated a Tesfa Birhan Feeding
Center in Arada Sub-City.(April 24, 2013 EC)

As we see on the above news stories they raises different issue directly related to the public.
Almost all of them are a one sided stories which only entertains the idea of the government
officials what they are going to do for the public. Any one of the above news stories did not
include the idea of the public regarding on the issues. There are a few other stories that are
similar to the above. Nonetheless, as a mainstream media outlet, the figure falls short of
expectations. Only one news article was covered by Addis TV from the sampled news stories,
and it showed the society's problems that needed to be addressed by government officials.

> Residents of Addis Ababa say that rising fuel prices have put pressure on the transport
service sector. (February 2, 2013 EC)

The above story is the only news story from a total of 266 sampled news stories which
transmitted by Addis TV with in a sampled period time of three months based on the ideas that
come from the public and needs solutions. The story raises the questions of the people who lives
in Addis Ababa related to the rising of fuel price on the transport sector. The news story covered
the ideas of the public on how it affects their personal and day to day life. There were three
interviewees within the news story and in their first up sounds all of them raise the ideas of how
the increment on the price of fuel affects their daily activity. The first interviewee said because
of the rise of fuel price, the price of the transport service she used to also increases and now she

is in big trouble to afford it and she asked government to give solution on the sector. The other
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interviewees also have similar concern regarding on getting solution from any concerned body to
solve the problem. Anyone who watch that news story expects what will be the response of the
government on the issue because it affects directly or indirectly almost all people who lives on
the city, but the news story did not include any concerned body idea related to the issue the story
just finished by the ideas of the interviewees and the narration of the reporter. The one and basic
social responsibility role of the public media is to serve the people by rising their questions and
seeking the answer by digging anything. In this way Addis TV failed to do it. Related to this
Erjavec and Zajc (2011) stated that socially responsible media are controlled by opinion of the
community, consumer actions and professional ethics. Journalists should avoid interfering with

people's privacy and fundamental rights.

In other way Addis TV only covers one news story out of 266 sampled news stories, and this
implies that the media does not concern on the issues that matters the public instead it focuses on
the government propagandas and success stories. According to Mc Quail ( 1983, 90), a socially
responsible media should fulfill essential functions in society, particularly in relation to
democratic politics; a belief that the media should accept an obligation to fulfill these functions,
primarily in the sphere of information and the provision of a platform for diverse viewpoints; an
emphasis on maximum media independence, consistent with their obligations to the public;
acceptance of the idea that there are specific standards that can be declared and should be

followed in media activity.

There are also a news stories which are transmitted by Addis TV in a sampled period of time

which entertains the public’s idea but they focused only in the supportive way.

> Residents of Addis Ababa donate blood to show their solidarity with the Defense
Forces.(November 3,2013)

» Employers say they will support law enforcement action by exposing if there are
undercover operatives hiding in the workplace and running for office. (November 5,
2013)

> Addis Ababa residents of Tigray regional state have demanded the immediate surrender
of those who are harming the people of the region. (November 18, 2013)

» Drivers and transport users say that the corona virus on public transport is exacerbating
the spread of the virus. (February 17, 2013 EC)
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Generally from the qualitative analysis of the news coverage of the media during the sampled
period of time the major findings showed that Addis TV did not cover much news stories which
reflect various view points of the public. The news stories which the media house tried to cover
in this way also have different problems. Firstly, they are so limited in numbers .As a public
media Addis TV should have many news stories which entertain the interests of the public but
the media did not do that. Secondly, the news stories which have been aired by the media were
only reflecting the ideas of government officials or the stories which only support any
government activities. As previously stated, the role of socially responsible media is to not only
provide success stories, but also to cover any problems that the public encounters and to question
the responsible organ as to what caused or caused the problem to occur, and to go to the extent of
obtaining an exact answer and bringing a solution. Otherwise, it'll just be for show and to keep
things simple. According to Denis McQuail (1983; 91-92), the media as a whole should be
pluralist and reflect the plurality of their society, allowing access to a variety of points of view as

well as the right to respond.

4.3. Discussion of the findings
In this part the researcher tried to answer the research questions of the study by including the
findings from content analysis, responses of the interviewees with related literature reviews and

the theoretical frame work of the study.

4.3.1. Professional qualities of news
Professionalism is defined as the quality, character, practice, or behavior of being professional
(Barbie & Stuart, 2010). Professionalism has taken on a distinct shape in many areas, which is
particularly relevant to those aiming to standardize the occupational tasks involved in journalistic
work. Here the researcher tried to analyze the sampled news of the media are under the frame
work of professional journalistic principles.

4.3.1.1. Objectivity and Independence of the sampled news

Most of the professionalism characteristics of journalism, including objectivity and
independence, are dependent on the source of news stories, according to Revers (2013).
Reporters understand criteria of professionalism and unprofessionalism primarily in relation to

source relationships because it is in these day-to-day interactions that professionalism manifests
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itself most clearly. Who provides the news has a significant impact on the objectivity of the
news, and where the media house gets the news has a significant impact on the media house's
independence. Any governmental or non-governmental entity can have an impact. The
researcher identified different criterias to measure the objectivity of the sampled news stories and

analyzed the news based on the criterias. (See Appendix E)

But to measure the independence of the news stories it is difficult to answer it by analyzing the
news contents so, the researcher used an indepth interview with the respondents to answer it.
(See Appendix C)

When we came to the sample media of this study, we cannot be said independent or objective by
its many news sources, because it’s main source of news are different government officials and

offices. Here is the sampled news which supports this idea;

» The city of Addis Ababa is developing in different ways; Deputy Mayor AdanechAbebe
said work is underway to benefit the surrounding farmers.( April 2, 2013)

Addis TV present the above news story which is reported by the channel‘s reporter, who is
highly expected to meet the extent of objectivity in the news story as long as he is professional
journalist. However, this news lack element of objectivity, the story show only one side of the
story which tells how Addis Ababa city administration work hard to develop the city and to help
the people who lives surrounding the city. The reporter used only the speech of the deputy mayor
of Addis Ababa Adanch Abebe how her administration is committed to make Addis Ababa one
of the best cities in Africa, and its commitment to help the farmers around the city. The reporter
tells the audience by his news story the dwellers of Addis Ababa lives are changing and
improving, but there is no any evidence or interviewee to support it. In addition, the up sound of
the deputy mayor tells there is a plat form designed by the city administration to support the
farmers around the city and they are happy of that. Again the reporter supported this idea and
tells the audiences the farmers around the city are benefited in some extent before and now they
are going to get the support they deserve. But no one knows what the farmers got before, what
they want now and even what are their perceptions based on the new platform that designed by
the city government to support them, because there is no any farmer interviewee within the news
story except the speech of Mrs. Adanech Abebe. This makes the news item un objective. In

addition the news story did not provide any figure that shows the development of the city. In
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terms of independence the news story shows extremely in the support of what the mayor said and
the journalist does not provide or show any other side by his story. And it implies the journalist
has not been vigilant and courageous about reporting the whole story by adding different

viewpoints from various sources of the news.

» Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor AdanechAbebe announced that she will work hard to
ensure the full participation and benefit of the city's youth.(November 10,2013 EC)

As the news story stated earlier the above news also have its own problem in terms of
objectivity. In this news story the deputy mayor said there is a better time now than before in
terms of participating and benefiting the youths of Addis Ababa on economical social and
political issues. Based on this the reporter includes only two interviewees who have a similar
idea. Both interviewees talk about participating in different political issues and benefited
economically. But, it’s obvious in Addis Ababa there are so many unemployed youths and
always questions the city administration to create any job opportunities for them. However the
reporter did not include any one of them in the story instead he explained his own thought how
much the youth of Addis Ababa will benefited, and this shows the subjectivity of the reporter.
Related to this, Journalists should report news that do not represent their own personal or
business opinions, according to Kovach and Rosenstiel (2001).

» Work is underway to bring home winners who are awarded homes in February 2019 to
complete their remaining work within two months. Addis Ababa city administration is
done a lot of activities in the past two years to solve the problems related to home. Based
on this the city administration gave more than 51 thousand homes to the people by lottery

two years ago...(April 1,2013)

Tumber (1999:31) claims that objectivity for journalists does not imply that they are objective
observers of events, as it does for social scientists, but rather that they seek out the facts and
present them as honestly and balanced as possible. In line with this the above news story tells us
Addis Ababa city administration is working on housing projects to deliver for the people who
awarded the home two years ago. The news story did not tell the whole stories that should be
included in the news. For instance, the home is given by the lottery to the public two years ago
but still they did not get their home, so the news should have shown the reason why they didn’t

get their home, but it doesn’t. In addition to this, if the news story includes the perceptions of the
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people who awarded the home two years ago and did not receive within in these years, it became
a full story. But the story only focused on propagating what the Addis Ababa city administration
is working on it by using two government officials as sources. So to be objective in any news

story the news must tell the whole story that should be included, but this news doesn’t show that.

» As Adwa victory is not only for Ethiopians but also for all black people Countries
Ministry of Culture, Arts and Tourism announces that various Africa Countries going to
celebrate the event. Now a day this pride of Africa born so many brave Ethiopians in
different sector that can be a patriot for their country including me and the people gather
around. February is the month of Adwa and the launch of the festival took place at
Menelik Square... (February 1,2013)

In professional practice of journalism as a journalist separating the fact from personal opinion is
un debatable. The above news item shows some indications that the journalist subjectivity
towards the bravery of him and the people gather around on the place where the Adwa month
launches. It is obvious the victory of Adwa is a reason for the liberty of so many African
countries, a proud moment of black people around the world, it can be also a reason for the
reporter to be a brave or a patriot in his profession, but when he reports the news story as
professional journalist he cannot reflect his own personal opinion but he did. In addition to this
instead of his expression Adwa is the reason for the bravery of the people gathers around, it was

better to interview them what they say about it.

> It is known that about 28 thousand citizens have been engaged in Addis Ababa city
beautification, green development, city agricultural development and other pertaining
sectors. These citizens engaged in the respective activities after taking trainings. Our
reporter Fikadu Melese has prepared us a report regarding Kirkose sub-city activities.
It is known that more than 28 thousand Addis Ababa citizens have been engaged in city
beautification and city agricultural development activities that are expected to create job

opportunities extra to creation of regular job opportunities.

Youth Genzeb Meles and Mrs. Elfinesh Alemu with their five friends are among these that
have been organized to work in Kirkose sub-city in city agriculture development

activities. They have been working after cleaning previous waste disposing site.
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"It was very difficult site when we received it. In order to get this outlook we have
disposed such a huge amount of dry west. Currently we have been getting change

regarding the site."(Interviewee 1)

"I have worked in seeding station for about 40 years. Now | have been organized with the
youths and have been providing assistance through the experience | have already

got."(Interviewee 2)

As we have perceived, all associations have been engaged in their activities and have

been working to change the city’s gesture.

"We have been organized in ten. Firstly, we started working on dry waste, and then we

worked on green area development.”(Interviewee 3)

"We were organized in recycling activity. This regards recycling paper and hard paper.
It is about 15 days since we have been working. Now we started freighting."(Interviewee
4)

The respective organized citizens have stated that they have been successful in their job
activities and stated that they are positive that they will help their families and intended
to expand their activities. They stated that anyone who is working is going to change. We

have also hopped accordingly.

"It is good that we are working, secondly we are developing our country, and thirdly the
government is going to pay us for the services we have already delivered. Extra to
planting vegetables, we have been engaged in breeding animals.”(Interviewee 4 again)

Including these associations, in Kirkose sub-city integrated city beautifying and greed
development activities and city agriculture development activities job opportunities are
creating for more than 1,700 citizens. The sub-city general manager Mrs. Alemgena Tuji
stated that the beneficiaries engaged in the captioned activities after properly taking the

respective trainings.

"The site is under excavation and preparation activities. The respective citizens that are

going to work on recycling activities have been introduced to the respective organization
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companies, and in this manner we have been creating favorable working conditions for

them.” (Interviewee 5)

Regarding credit and support activities, the sub-city job creation and enterprise office
officer Dr. Tibebu Dejene stated that for the past 6 months it has been given such a great
attention to the sectors and about 19 thousand citizens have been beneficiary.

"In the past 6 months we have planned to create a job opportunity for about 23 thousand
citizens and have been able to create about 19 thousand job opportunities. We have not
confronted with huge problems regarding availability of credit for the

citizens.” (Interviewee 6)

The information got form job creation and enterprise development bureau implies that
about 229 thousand jobless citizens have been beneficiary of the job creation activities.
(February 2, 2013 EC)

In professional practice of journalism one criteria of being objective when producing television
news story is the usage of an appropriate images for the story. When we see the above detailed
news story about people who engaged in Addis Ababa city beautification, green development,
city agricultural development and other pertaining sectors the reporter used six interviewees for
the story. But the story tells us the people are cleaning some area and preparing it for a
beautification, however, all the respondents were not on the place they talk about or there is not
any video image to show the audience what the place looks like. For instance the first
interviewee said that, “It was very difficult site when we received it. In order to get this outlook
we have disposed such a huge amount of dry west. Currently we have been getting change
regarding the site." In his speech the interviewee tells the audience the place is very difficult
before they received it and to change the previous outlook of the place they disposed a huge
amount of dry west. But there is not any video showed what a place look like except the

interviewee and the image of Addis Ababa city. So this contributes the news to lack objectivity.

» Addis Ababa Youth and Volunteer Coordination Office will announce a database system
which set up to make the website and information available for voluntary activities easily
accessible to the public.(February 11, 2013)
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One of the most obvious characteristics of objectivity and journalistic professionalism is honesty.
The above news article mentions a new system that will be set up by the Addis Ababa Y outh and
Volunteer Coordination Office to make the website and information available for voluntary
activities easily accessible to the public, as can be seen from the title. However, the reality
behind this story is that it is based on a sample study (trial) of three adolescents who worked at
the Addis Ababa Youth and Volunteer Coordination Office.

» As our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ taught us His love and humility on the cross, It is
stated that when the whole congregation celebrates the Feast of the Crucifixion, it should
be celebrated together as a tool of peace and brotherhood and in the affairs of the
country... (April 22,2013)

This news story demonstrates journalist subjectivity toward Christianity as a whole. When he
speaks about the spiritual worth of the holydays, he adds his own spiritual belief and perspective
without using any expressions, implying that the viewpoint is not his own but that of the
religion's believers. For example, rather than stating the facts about the church, he can say that
this holyday is this and that, or that this holyday is this and that, as this television station is
mainstream media and has viewers of various religions, the news item must consider all of them,

and the journalist should refrain from expressing his personal opinion.

In general, the researcher chose 226 sample news stories and analyzed them using the criteria
stated to determine the news' objectivity. The researcher defined four primary criteria for
evaluating the objectivity features of each sampled news item. Based on this, 111 (41.72 %) of
the 266 news stories met two of the four criteria for determining objectivity. 105 (39.47 %) of
the news met three criteria, 9 (3.38 %) met only one, and 41 (15.41 %) met all of the objectivity
measuring criteria. (SeeAppindix F)

4.3.1.2. Balance and Fairness of the sampled news

Journalists should avoid covering one-sided stories in order to be fair in their reporting. They
seek out differing views and report on them without favoring one side over the other. A story
may have several points of view; a journalist is thought to see events from various angles. There
are no instant replays in news, according to the Missouri Group (1992:14). Every event or
subject can, however, be viewed from a variety of perspectives. Each point of view may produce

a distinct perspective of what's going on and what it signifies. As this argument shows, a single
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event can be viewed from multiple perspectives. When a journalist looks at an event from
multiple perspectives, she gets a variety of perspectives. Different interpretations of an event can
be made when it is observed from various perspectives. As a result, the fair representation of

various points of view will assist audiences in seeing reality from various angles.

In Addis TV most of the news stories of different issues deal with the success of Addis Ababa
city administration, the federal government, various governmental institutions and officials. In
addition to this most of the news stories of the sampled media are a one sided story and other
related problem in terms of balancing and fairness of the news. Some of the news was presented
in the following ways.

» Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor AdanechAbebe said the administration is working hard
to modernize the delivery of vital event services in the city and make it less vulnerable to
illegal activities.(November 1, 2013 EC)

The news above represents coverage of the Addis Ababa city administration's efforts to upgrade
vital event services. The story describes how the city administration is eager and committed to
resolving the service. Despite this, the report did not even hint at the problems that the public
faced as a result of the sector's service delivery. Background information about the service was
not provided, nor was the ups and downs in the sector reported. The main purpose of the news,
however, is to demonstrate how the city administration emphasized the service. Journalists in the
media exclusively report the positive parts of government action and ignore the unfavorable
articles about the service. Scholars such as Salter (2005) suggest that journalists are expected to
not only report on what happened, but also to show their audiences how the event developed.

» Expansion of schools in Addis Ababa will not only solve temporary problems but also
improve the standard of schools persistently, said Jantirar Abay, Deputy Mayor
Coordinator of Public Service Institutions.(February 3, 2013 EC)

According to the above selected news story, the Addis Ababa city administration is working on
expanding schools in various parts of the city, similar to the expansions accomplished in other
sectors such as health, industry, and service providing. It simply means that the government is
making an ongoing effort in all areas. Other than the basic idea of the news, which worships the
government's role in the expansion of various sectors, particularly in education, it is impossible
to refer to viewpoints other than the central idea of the news. Only the views of the Deputy

Mayor Coordinator of Public Service Institutions, Mr. Jantirar Abay, are reflected in the news.
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According to MaCnamara (1999:6), the Press Agency Model, which concentrated on publicity
(good or bad) from a fairly one-sided point of view, gave rise to PRs, not journalism. In this
perspective, the above news story appears to be that scholars like Hatchen (1998:37) attaches
Paramount importance to the diversity of views that are reflected through news. In contrast, the
majority of Addis TV's news stories express concepts from a single point of view, in which
government officials dominate the media and news is presented in the government's preferred

manner.

» Gulele Sub-City Administration announced that it is undertaking 100 construction
projects at a cost of 186 million birr to meet the community's demand for development
and good governance..( February 13, 2013)
» The student-feeding program, which implemented in kindergartens and primary schools
in Addis Ababa, has benefited more than 542,000 students...( February 13, 2013)
In the first news story which mentioned above the reporter conducted a vox pop and asked the
people what they expect and benefited from the construction which is undertaking by Gulele
Sub-City Administration. And all the three interviewees answer almost the same response which
focuses on if there is any development activity the country will develop and it also has appositive
impact on their personal life. Here the relevance of the news sources are not appropriate, because
the reporter tells only by her story Gulele sub city is announced the development projects; she
doesn’t use any sound bites which support her narration from the institution rather she only try to

reflect the positive aspect of the undertaking development activities by the people points of view.

However when we see the second news stated above there is also a question in the relevance of
the news sources which are used in the story. As we see the story is all about the benefit of
student feeding program, which implemented in kindergartens and primary schools in Addis
Ababa. As a media professional one of the primary sources for this news story should be the
students or may be if they cannot explain their idea their teachers and families are the other
alternatives which tells what the feeding program is contributed to the students. But, the reporter
of this news story uses the sound bite of one government official which propagates the advantage
of the feeding program and the ideas of the people who lives in the city by using vox pop. And
all the interviewees used in the news as a source appreciates the activity and recommends the

government should continue its good work. The nature of a work of journalism's sourcing is one
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of the most fundamental considerations about its worth. How extensive is the sourcing, how
diverse are the points of view presented, and how much freedom does the audience have in
deciding what to think about the story? These are the most important factors to consider when
attempting evaluating the quality of reporting (Annual report on American journalism, 2005). As
this reasoning implies, having a variety of relevant sources in a news item raises the value of
journalism and the quality of reporting. When reporters look at a story from several perspectives,

they may notice something interesting.

» Deputy Mayor AdanechAbebe said the administration is working to make Addis Ababa a
destination for medical tourism. Addis Ababa City Administration's 700 Million Birr
Maternity and Children's Hospital in Addis Ababa was inaugurated by AdanechAbebe.(
February 4, 2013)

» Addis Ababa City Council Speaker, Ms. Zerfeshwal Niguse said the executive body is
undertaking a number of development activities to meet the development demand of the
society.( February 12, 2013)

From the above news stories, it is clear that the city administrations invest a significant amount
of money to improve Addis Ababa's health sector, which is a major issue in terms of various
aspects raised by city residents, and that the government also undertakes development activities
to improve the people's living standards. Perhaps they were not provided any news regarding
such issues before the matter was resolved. It is simple to deduce from this excerpt that Addis
TV is a media that monitors and reports on governmental success rather than exposing people's
difficulties. This form of coverage helps the government shape the opinions of society members
by highlighting the government's beneficial initiatives in the media. We can deduce from this
that the news has political leanings. The media is a tool of power that mobilizes support for
specific interests that dominate public and private action (Herman and Chomsky, 1988).

As a result, one might conclude that Addis TV covers the stories with the most pleasant tone and
substance that are vaguely supportive of the government. This refers to the lack of critical
reporting on Addis TV, which may have influenced public perceptions of the government. This
raises the question of whether Addis TV is truly a media organization. As a result, the

government is using the media to control and mold public opinion in order to improve its image.

There are also other news stories which are done by Addis TV to strength the above point;
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» Addis Ababa Deputy Mayor, AdanechAbebe, said the administration has provided 500
million birr revolving loan to make consumer cooperatives directly accessible to the
public to curb the unreasonable inflation in the city.( February 19, 2013)

> Deputy Mayor AdanechAbebe said she is working to solve the problem of low-income
citizens in Addis Ababa.( February 28, 2013)

> In addition to enhancing the city's image and making it more attractive to its residents,
Addis Ababa City General Manager, Tiratu Beyene said the ongoing projects in Addis
Ababa have made a significant contribution to job creation.( April 6, 2013)

» Addis Ababa City Administration Deputy Mayor, AdanechAbebe said work is underway
to solve the problems in the business and revenue collection system and establish a fair
system.( April 10, 2013)

» Addis Ababa City Council candidate and Deputy Mayor of Addis Ababa, AdanechAbebe,
said the party is working to transform Ethiopia and benefit its people. ( April 30, 2013)

In general, the findings show that Addis TV provides higher attention to government-related
news stories. As a result, the majority of Addis TV portraits have a positive tone that focuses on
success and development stories. The media's investigative obligation, on the other hand, is

mostly ignored.

In addition, the researcher identified seven criteria to assess the fairness and balance of the 266
news stories evaluated. According to the measurement criteria, 84 (31.57 %) news stories failed
to meet five criteria for measuring balance and fairness of news stories, 107 (40.22 %) news
stories failed to meet four criteria, 52 (19.54 %) news stories failed to fulfill three criteria, and
the remaining 23 (8.14%) news stories struggled to address six or more criteria for measuring

balance and fairness of news stories.(See Appindix F)

4.3.1.3. Credibility of the sampled news

In the context of the media, the term “credibility" has a variety of definitions depending on
diverse premises. Serf (1996) defines it as "believability, trust, perceived reliability," as well as
scores and combinations of other categories. The features of the raconteur or presenter, the group

presenting, the channel, and the message given have all been used to characterize it.

Credibility has also been defined from the perspective of the communication's recipient and the

context in which it occurred. The believability of the source, the channel, or the message itself
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was the subject of most credibility investigations. According to Hoveland (1994), referenced in
Self (1996), source credibility studies looked at how the communicator's traits "affect the
message's processing." The characteristics of a source were tested in terms of their impact on the

message or content in this area of research.

Medium credibility studies, on the other hand, focused on the channel through which the
information was delivered rather than the person or organization that sent the message. When it
comes to source credibility, it's easy to see how previous studies looked for combinations of
source traits that might cause people to shift their minds. The major considerations in source
credibility were considered as source expertise and trustworthiness. Credibility is the result of
expertise combined with trustworthiness (lbid). The following are some examples of news

stories broadcasted by Addis TV that raise credibility concerns:

» More than 8 million seedlings planted last summer as Addis Ababa City Administration
Environmental Protection and Green Development Commission announced that 83
percent have been established.( April 6, 2013)

According to the news story displayed above, out of 100% seedling plants last summer 83
percent are established, but the story didn’t tell the audience how that amount of plants are
established or how they measured and get the accurate figure of established plants. Due to this if
the news could not answer this type of questions its credibility is debatable. In line with this
(Kruger, 2004) described, in journalism, the most critical issue is credibility. Journalists are
expected to present issues from multiple perspectives in order to build public trust in journalists.
It is difficult to regain journalistic credibility after it has been lost. Journalists must be able to

gain the trust of the public.

As journalists, we need to maintain our credibility at all times. To us, credibility is like oxygen to
the human body. We are nothing without it. If we don't have it, no one will trust a single thing
we say. One of our profession's primary precepts is to ensure that the credibility of the data we
collect on a daily basis is unquestioned (Kruger, 2004). Journalists are expected to offer multiple
points of view in a fair and balanced manner in order to gain public credibility. However, the
following Addis TV news reports do not reflect the news from various perspectives; instead, they

give a one-sided coverage.
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Lt. Gen. Bacha Debele said the Defense Forces from Shiraro to ZalAmbesa are
successfully conducting their mission to prevent attacks on the Defense
Forces.(November 1,2013 EC)

Addis Ababa City Deputy Mayor AdanechAbebe said In connection with the
government's crackdown on extremists is no discrimination against the people of Tigray
State.(November 5,2013 EC)

It is said that thousands of Tigrayan militia and Special Forces recruited by TPLF
disarmed and surrendered to the Defense Forces.(November 13,2013 EC)

In the Diplomacy on Ethiopia's successful law enforcement mission, The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said it has enabled countries and international institutions to side with
the government.(November 25,2013 EC)

Addis Ababa City Administration's Event Registration and Information Agency said it is
providing technology-enabled services to reduce customer harassment.(February 4,2013
EC)

Prosperity Party will work to ensure that the 6th national election is won by Ethiopia and
its people, Dr. Abiy Ahmed said.(February 8,2013 EC)

Lieutenant General Bacha Debele said the Junta group, which was operating in eight
areas of Tigray State, has been dismantled.(April 5,2013 EC)

Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed said he is committed to transforming Ethiopia into a
better democracy having government made the election peaceful and free. (April 14,2013
EC)

Despite the fact that the situations in consideration are distinct, the texts above share a common

thread. The government's activity is worshipped in the writings. The texts depict Addis TV's

ideology, which promotes the government's beneficial activities. We may deduce from the above

articles that Addis TV's major goal is to trumpet the country's success in various areas while

concealing critical tales that could harm the country's image. When the country is portrayed in a

favorable way, the government stands to benefit. Whatever event is shown on Addis TV, the

issues that might be highlighted are evident because they all connect to the country's economic,

political, and social achievements. The government uses events or occasions to highlight the

importance of its work in order to persuade others. This is reflected in the above texts.
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In terms of credibility, the researcher specified four criteria for determining the credibility of the
study's sampled news. Based on this, 137 (51.50 %) of the 266 news samples only addressed two
criteria for determining credibility. 66 (24.81 %) of the news satisfied three of the four
credibility criteria, while the remaining 27 news (10.15 percent) only met one.(See AppindixF)

4.3.2. Applying of professional journalistic principles by journalists

To answer this research question the researcher had an in depth interviews with the respondents
of this study. The purpose of this research was to assess the level of professional practices of
journalism in Addis Media Network, with specific reference to Addis TV Amharic news. Data
from sources was acquired via qualitative technique using one data gathering tool: in-depth
interview, in order to arrive at a possible conclusion. As a result, the following are the primary
concerns raised during the in-depth interview analysis: Response on professional journalistic
practice and the role of journalists in the process of news production, Response on the major
focus areas of news in the media, Response on independence of the journalist, and Response on
the major problems which affect the professional practice of journalism in Addis TV. All the
above issues were analyzed in related to their influence on the practice of professional
journalistic principles in the sampled media.

4.3.2.1 Professional journalistic practice and the role of journalists on the

process of news production in Addis TV
Journalism, like other professions, is led by diverse principles, which can be considered
distinguishing qualities to other professions, according to Tom Rosenstein and Bill Kovach
(2001). Above all, journalists are the first to put these concepts into practice in their profession.
They are members of society who work as professionals, uncovering hidden facts and
questioning anyone in order to bring to light what the larger societies are unaware of. They are

the driving force behind putting democracy into practice.

In addition to the aforementioned point, when it comes to the role of journalists in the profession,
they should constantly keep the principles of media ethics in mind. Objectivity, fairness, and
balance are examples of journalistic ethics, as are trustworthiness, independence, and

responsibility. (ibid.).Accordingly, the researcher asked the informants what the professional
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journalistic practice in their media looks like. The following are said by informant 1 and 2

respectively:

| don't think the news on Addis TV is professional. Because Addis TV is public media;
Public media should serve the people. When it serves the people, it should follow the
principles of journalism. But that's not what we're working on right now. Because
journalism is still in its infancy in this country; the second thing is: It is a sector under
pressure from government or political officials; I do not believe that the media sector and

the media are taking into account its professional ethics. (Informant 1, May 9, 2013 E.C)

In our country's media, issues related to the principles of journalism are also observed in
our institution. It cannot be said that news is being produced in Addis TV that adheres to
the principles of journalism. I have a bachelor's degree and a master’s degree in
journalism and |1 think I know what journalism science is all about. But there are many
problems with applying that in our media. When we look at the problems, first political
influence is very serious. Our media is accountable to the Addis Ababa City
Administration Council. There is a mayor to be appointed by the council; He / she have a
lot of control over the media. As a result, you cannot criticize the city administration or
the activities of the city even if there are unnecessary problems of good governance or if
your news report is believed that it may tarnish the image of the city, you will not
miraculously do so. So this means that you are undermining the principles of journalism

from the very beginning. (Informant 2, May 9, 2013 E.C))

The journalist also restrains himself, thinking that he will offend city officials. He
refrains from raising and working on critical issues. There is a huge gap in reporting
current affairs, Controversial issues in the profession, or those which are truthful; all this
come from the idea of a journalist saying that the issues he rises may disliked by the city
officials. For these and other related reasons, I do not think news that follows the

principles of journalism is being made by Addis TV. (Informant 2, May 9, 2013 E.C)

From the preceding sentences, it is clear that Addis TV's professional journalistic practice is not
based on ethical journalism principles. Rather, journalism is performed if it serves the

government's interests. Journalists are providing news based on their bosses or other government

69



authorities, rather than on journalistic principles. Journalists in the media are more concerned
with pleasing their bosses than with pleasing the general audience. The extracted texts also show
that the media is heavily influenced by the Addis Ababa city administration, putting pressure on
journalists to perform their jobs. It is also clear from the sentence that news has no value if it
tarnishes the reputation of government officials at various levels. This suggests that the media is
striving to improve the government's image by suppressing negative news, even if it is accurate
information that the public has a right to know. This contradicts Kovach and Rosenstein's 2001
"Principles of Journalism," which state that journalism's first responsibility is to the truth and the
public's right to know, as well as its primary commitment to people.
On the same question, informant 3 and informant 4 share common ideas. Their responses have
been presented below respectively.
The news we are working on is primarily related to the city administration's master plan.
With that in mind, | can't say that the news fully meets the principles of journalism.
Although we strive to ensure that our news as a journalist incorporates the principles of
journalism, but most of the time the news we make is politically motivated, so we have

difficulties to incorporate the principles as needed. (Informant 3, May 9, 2013 E.C)

Informant 4: News on Addis TV varies according to the individual's ability; Because the
media does not have a training institution; Journalists who hired on the institution from
any profession work on the basis of the knowledge they have acquired from close friends;
Most journalists do not know what a profession is; In addition, the institution does not
provide any scientific basis for reporting the news. And this prevented the news from

following the proper principles of journalism.(May 11, 2013 E.C)

On the other hand, the plans of the institution come from the limited senior management
of the institution and the bodies of the city administration; Journalists have expressed
interest in creating their own ideas, but the institution does not allow them to do so. In
addition, based on the repressive editorial policy of the institution journalists limit
themselves or does not encouraged themselves to work harder on some serious issues in
the fear of doing so. In connection with this, the editorial policy of the institution is not
based on the media but on the interests of individuals; For example, if an official calls

and says this news should be done it will done, On the other hand, if an official is
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unhappy after a news has been aired it will be prevented from not transmitted again.
Based on these factors it is difficult to say the news broadcasted on Addis TV is in

accordance with the principles of journalism. (Informant 4, May 11, 2013 E.C)

The above responses from the two sources reflect Addis TV's professional journalism practice.
As a public media, Addis TV focused on working on subjects that were planned by the city
government rather of addressing matters that would worry the society. Furthermore, the
journalist's ability in the media has played a role in the poor practice of professional journalism.
Above all, the findings demonstrate that there is significant government intervention in Addis
TV, leading to the media being a piece mouse of a government entity rather than a public media
that serves society. Furthermore, news is only generated if it highlights the government's or
government officials' favorable actions. This suggests that Addis TV prioritizes the actions of the
Addis Ababa city administration, which is a good thing. In general, Addis TV's professional
practice of journalism in terms of news production does not follow what the profession defines
as essential principles; rather, the media produces news largely from the standpoint of Addis
Ababa city administration and the country's government.
Regarding journalists' roles, the Australian Journalists' Association, a division of the Media,
Entertainment and Arts Alliance (MEAA) trade union, declared that journalists should depict
society to itself. They have a privileged role in seeking the truth and communicating information,
ideas, and opinions. They should be able to seek, reveal, record, interrogate, entertain,
recommend, and recall, as well as inform citizens and animate democracy. They must give
freedom of expression a tangible form. Accordingly, the researcher asks the informants a
question about their participation in the news producing process, and the informants respond as
follows:
Until the news item is produced and transmitted on air; | think the role of the journalist
in Addis TV is low. Based on the issues observed or by Plans based on information
obtained from various sources the journalist wish to produce his news on the issues that
need to be addressed in the interest of the public. But this type of practice is not very
common in our institution and is not being practiced. Basically, the plans come from the
heads of the institution from the general manager to the editors. The plan they given to
the reporters may first be based on the current political situation in the country, but it

may not be wrong. The problem is, it is not based on the principles of journalism. The
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second problem is the media always relate its plan with Addis Ababa city administration
plan and copy that. Without any amendment that plan will be set up as the institution
plan and practiced by different media approaches including the news. Therefore, we are
working on a plan based on the city administration's plan; As a result, the news does not
meet the principles of journalism. The third issue is that we make news that focuses on
many events; with this in mind, nothing can be done other than to bring up the ideas that
are being echoed in the forum. Generally, even if the journalists themselves come up with
a plan the opportunity is not completely closed. But they do not have the opportunity to
work in a way that is acceptable to the people, including the principles of the profession.
With this in mind, the chances of a journalist working in a news production process are
very slim. As a result the journalist also has not a chance to produce his/her news by
applying the professional principles of journalistic practice. (Informant 2, May 9, 2013
E.C)

As usual, we collect information, do interviews and the like. But there is an angle at
which when the news is edited by the editor; he /she always priorities the editorial policy
of the house, it may not be wrong but as we know our editorial policy is against the
professional practice of journalism. The second is the current situation and political
interests in the country are always under consideration when we produce and edit the
news. So the news will not produce or transmitted on the way | want which includes the
principles of the profession rather it transmitted according to the wishes of our superiors

or the political system. (Informant 1, May 9, 2013 E.C)

Addis TV's news mainly comes in two ways: event and project news. While we are
working on event news, the journalist has the opportunity to look at the ideas that come
up in the event and choose from his own perspective, but the news will only transmitted if
they are propagating what the event organizers said especially if it is apolitical issue. On
the other hand, there is news that the journalist plans to do himself, but the plans are
based on the plans of the city administration. These plans reflect the political affiliation
of one party and other activity. In addition, the conditions in the institution are not
conducive to the journalist's ability to plan his or her own activities. It is unacceptable

for us to make plans on our own. For all these reasons, the role of the reporter in the
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news we produce is limited; this has created gaps in the way news is maintained in the

principles of journalism. . (Informant 3, May 9, 2013 E.C)

From the above news items, it is clear that journalists at Addis TV play a little role in the news
producing process. According to the sources, the media does not allow journalists to produce,
plan, or work on their own perspectives, but instead provides a news issue that is based on the
Addis Ababa city administration's main strategy. And the news has to be supportive of what the
government agency requires. From this extract, it is clear that Addis TV, as a news organization,
does not use its journalistic abilities to generate news ideas, instead relying on the intentions of

government organizations.

4.3.2.2. The major focus areas of news in the media

Journalists and media organizations use a variety of criteria to choose which stories to cover. The
selection process necessitates that media professionals understand the fundamentals of
journalism. The dynamic nature of news, on the other hand, has an impact on the selecting
process. As a result, the substance and formats of news might vary depending on the context.
Journalists are guided by guidelines when it comes to selecting news. The news value is one of
these rules. News values are employed in two ways, according to Golding and Elliot (1979).
They are criteria for selecting items worthy of inclusion in the final product from the material
accessible to the newsroom. Second, they serve as guidelines for presenting items to an audience,
suggesting what to emphasize, what to exclude, and where to prioritize in the preparation of
materials for presentation. Furthermore, a public media's role is to uncover a variety of problems
that entertain the public's interests.

The researcher questioned the study's informants on what areas/issues Addis TV covers the most

frequently in its news coverage and why. The following are their comments:

Our news as a developing country should often side to the public; because we are the
fourth part of the government. There is the legislature, the executive and the interpreter;
so as a journalist you just have to be more focused on doing the balance and check of this
government bodies with other related issue. But what we are doing is not check and
balance. For example, if a journalist sniffs something or exposes it, the government will
follow and give solutions to it that is how journalism works. But the way we are doing

now is implementing the government's plan. Because most of the work we do is political.
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And that is Addis TVs focus area .We do what the politicians want; and what they are
giving us is not news that is based on the principles of journalism.(Informant 1, May 9,
2013 E.C)

Addis TV's main focus area of news is on politically related issues and political officials.
The main reasons of this come from the pressure of the institution's officials. For
example, our media news stories mostly focus on the mayor of the city. It is true that the
activity of the person leading the city may be news. But the problem is with the way when
it worked. It is believed that it cannot be shortened if it is the mayor's news. The editors
tell us that. Because of this you can hear long sound bites; you can hear the sound bites
that are not necessary for the audience just because it is the mayor speech. I am not
forgetting "big names make big news”. But also, because of the managers of the media
are appointed by the mayor of the city; in order not to offend the one who appointed
them, everything the mayor say needs to be passed on. On the contrary, other government
officials are also influenced the media by why their speech was shortened when the news
is produced or why it was not transmitted. So because of these factors first, to be free
from such types of influence, secondly, even if the government officials are not influenced
the media, the managers, editors even some journalists have conveyed themselves if we
transmit all what they said the mayor or other city official may be pleased and this. But
this results un professional practice of the news. Broadly speaking, it can be associated
with benefits; it may be related to the risk of resignation. Therefore, instead of making
news that contains the principles of the profession as the voice of the people, echoing the
voices of political officials have gets a major focus for our media news coverage.

(Informant 2, May 9, 2013 E.C)

The news related to the institution is related to the political, social and economic
activities of the city administration. The institution's news focus is also closely linked to
this. If the news we are doing is related to the political or other activities of the city
administration or the federal government we should never include anything that criticizes
them. The news is also expected to play an important role in building the image of this

government bodies. As an institution exposes itself to political pressure due to its wide
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range of focus areas, there is a wide gap in the news coverage of the institution in terms

of the principles of journalism. (Informant 3, May 9, 2013 E.C)

Because of the institutional pressures they face, reporters from Addis TV focus on the speech
and behavior of government officials, as evidenced by the preceding excerpt. There is a
'systematic and highly political dichotomization in news coverage based on serviceability to
significant domestic power interests," according to the report (Herman and Chomsky, 1988:35).
Similarly, the government's interests are reflected in the majority of Addis TV's news coverage.
The informants' arguments demonstrate that the media is working or providing extensive
coverage for news stories that promote the Addis Ababa city administration, the federal
government, and political figures, or other connected matters that have no bearing on
government action or officials. This means Addis TV is serving the government's interests rather
than focusing on societal issues. It is clear to conclude also that there are external influences on
journalists not to participate on investigative reporting.

In general, the findings show that Addis TV provides higher attention to government-related
news stories. As a result, the majority of Addis TV news has a positive tone that focuses on
success and development stories. Addis TV, on the other hand, disregards the media's

investigative responsibility.

4.3.2.3. Independence of the journalists

The concept of media credibility is strongly linked to the concept of independence. If the public
perceives journalists or their institutions activities as forerunners of the interests of specific
organizations, the media's credibility will be tarnished in the eyes of the public. Independence is

a crucial ethical underpinning for journalists that should be emphasized. Kruger (2004:13).

Independent media, according to Retief (2002:22), remain free of groups and activities; seek out
and spread competing perspectives without being excessively swayed by individuals who would
use their power or position against the public good. As a result, journalists are expected to keep a
safe distance from activities that could jeopardize their credibility or compromise their integrity.
Because the public trust in journalists is built on their independence from any outside influences

that could harm the profession.
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In addition, according to Schultz (1998:6), journalists and editors remain the most adamant
advocates of the news media as the Fourth Estate: watching, questioning, analyzing, and
informing, often despite the opposition of their managers, who would prefer a more compliant,
more entertaining, and less critical approach. Asked about independence within Addis TV in the

production of news, all of the informants give the same responses:

Freedom is relative; the second thing is what | realized during my 4 years of service:
Most journalists work for a living, not for the sake of the profession. The idea that | have
to work for the people and respect the professional ethics is very low, we works because
the media pays us, and this lead the journalists to do what is said, or what the rulers
commanded. The journalist does not tend to argue that this does not comply with the
professional ethics; because we have seen some journalists arguing over their news
coverage; and the response was to prevent their news from being broadcasted, this is all.
The journalist has no power to change such a thing, and he/she does what is given to
him/her so as not to clash with his/her superiors. All this implies that in our media there
is not any independence for the journalist to do what the profession asks. (Informant 1,
May 9, 2013 E.C)

(Informant 2)When we come to professional freedom, I don't think there is for journalists
in our institution. As I understand professional freedom is: You have to come up with an
idea and present it to the editor after he confirmed to do it the journalist will produce the
news within under the consideration of the institutions editorial policy and the
professional principles of journalism. But, this practice does not exist in our institution.
Because the institution is accountable to the city administration; so you can never
criticize the city government. If you look at the problem of good governance or
corruption scandal you want to work on; but if it is not wanted by the editors or other

management members, it will not work at all. (May 9, 2013 E.C)

There is another thing called self-censorship; the journalist knows the overall structure
of the institution; Officials of the media know where they come from and who they are
accountable to. If I come up with news idea, | know what their answer will be. With this
in mind, the journalist begins to think about what they want: Because if | come up with

something out of their interest, they will not accept it so | will do what they ordered me. If
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you ask me why you are working in such type of situation without respecting the
professions principles, I am concerned about my life. I'm afraid I'll be fired, so I'll give

up my professional freedom and choose to do the job. (Informant 2, May 9, 2013 E.C)

A journalist is generally renowned for being pressure-free. But | can't say we have
perfect control over how we work. Because our superiors plan and directives can serve
as sufficient evidence. The guidance you receive from an institution should be an
additional input to your job; nonetheless, it is difficult to make a journalist think in only
one direction. This is exactly what our organization is doing. If we produce the news by
following the professional principles and if it makes the news out of the directions that
given to us by our editors or others, the news will be dropped or | will be diverted. For
these reasons, the profession of journalism in our institution is not free. (Informant 3,
May 9, 2013 E.C)

As you know, one media outlet can cover a wide range of topics, as does Addis television
set. In the process, journalists explore various topics: They are less likely to be able to
do their job with professional freedom. The first reason is that they limit themselves; this
stems from the pressure exerted by the government on the institution. Journalists
carefully carry out their work; from the choice of words they write and say; this is not
just about doing their job carefully; but also not to disappoint any government official. In
light of this, freedom is thought to exist, but when it is practiced, it is not noticed and the

institution does not encourage it.(Informant 2, May 9, 2013 E.C)

Almost all of the respondents agree that there is not a professional journalistic freedom in Addis

TV which makes the news produced by the journalists unprofessional. From the above

descriptions of the journalists and editor of the media we can understand that there are different

factors which makes the journalistic practice of Addis TV is not independent. The first one is the

media specially the management bodies wants the news produced by the journalists to be only

propaganda tools for the government. As stated before this implies that there is government

interference in the media. Self-censorship of the journalists also the second factor which cause a

lack of freedom in Addis TV. The journalists are under the complete control of their superiors; in

addition they are not committed to their professional freedom due to personal problems like their

daily life.
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In general, Addis TV's practice of journalistic freedom contradicts Tom Rosenstein and Bill
Kovach's (2001) assertion that journalists must retain independence from those they cover:
Journalism's basic requirement, and a cornerstone of its trustworthiness, is independence. It must
act as a power monitor on its own: Journalism has a unique ability to act as a watchdog over
people whose power and position have the greatest impact on citizens. This indicates that the

press should be aware of whether or not powerful institutions are functioning successfully.

4.3.3. Major problems which affect professional practice of Journalism in
Addis TV

According to Harper, (2008)there are a lot of factors which affect the journalists’ with in a media
house not to perform their work professionally, but sensitive issues, politics, bias, the media
agenda, financial problems and Journalist attachment are among the major factors. In related to
this the researcher asked the informants what the major factors are affect them not to perform
professional journalistic practice with in Addis TV, and their responses are:
Although political pressures play a key role in preventing the establishment of
journalistic news at the institution; another factor could be the lack of capacity of
journalists and editors. Incompetence in education, especially the journalists in the
institution are comes from different professions and this creates gaps in understanding
the principles that the profession requires. Inadequate training for journalists at the

institute also contributes to the problem. (Informant 1, May 9, 2013 E.C)

Another thing that has become so popular with journalists in recent times is that,
journalists need or expects any kind of favors from the one will be a source for the news;
it may be an institution or individuals. If the institution or individual pays us, the
journalist will make the news the way they want. And these results journalists may cover
the news in a way that does not follow professional principles. The journalist not is ready
to make the sacrifices for the profession is also another problem. For example: if one
news production requires a lot of news sources, a journalist prefer to work by an easily
accessible source and ignore the others. All this together contributes their own influence
on the practice of professional journalistic principles in Addis TV. (Informant 2, May 9,
2013 E.C)
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One of the main reasons why Addis TV news does not comply with the principles of
journalism is: Government intervention is paramount. If the media is to be the voice of
the people while producing news based on the principles of journalism; this kind of
massive intervention must stop. Addis Media Network, on the other hand, is a multi-
faceted institution. But there is a huge gap in the institution's ability to link its human
resource to the profession and create a competent workforce. This, in turn, has a

negative effect on the news production. (Informant 3, May 9, 2013 E.C)

From the above responses of the informants related to the major factors which affect them not to
do their news by fulfilling the ethical principles of journalism lack of the journalists’ ability
related to the profession, Inadequate professional training for journalists at the institute,
journalists need or expects any kind of favors from their news sources, journalists’ lack of
commitment for their work, self-censorship of the journalists, and wide range of government
interventions are the major factors which contributes a problem for Addis TV news production to

not follow the ethical principles of journalism.

Related to the above issue Temesgen (2013), also concluded in his study of journalism practice
on ETV, the lack of journalistic knowledge displayed by some media professionals and
journalists’ practice of self-censorship due to the pressures from government in selecting news

story had a great impact on applying professional journalistic principles.
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CHAPTER FIVE

5. SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1. Summary

The main aim of this study was to assess the professional practices and challenges of news
production in Addis Media Network, with specific reference to Addis TV Amharic news. The
researcher applied both qualitative and quantitative approaches to analyze data collected through
indepth interview and broadcasted news. The researcher also used 266 randomly selected news
stories with a time frame of three months (November 1-30/2013 EC, February 1-30/2013 EC,
and April, 1-30/2013 EC) to conduct this study.

The study aimed to answering the questions on principles of ethical journalism, qualities of the
news, problems or challenges faced in following the ethical /professional principles of
journalism.

The major findings of the study were:

e The news produced by the media stationexhibits a lesser extent on applying the
professional principles of journalism. Its main reason was government officials were the
main speakers within the news broadcasted by the media. And this caused the news
framed only based on their interests without the consideration of professional journalistic
principles. The following findings supported this idea;

» Government officials like the deputy mayor and the prime minster appeared repitdly
in the news.

» Similarly the communique of government Ministries, Authorities, bureaus, sub cities
and districts became speakers within the news frequently.

e In terms of fulfilling the criteria’s of professional journalistic principles the news
produced by Addis TV had also different problems. The following are some displays;

» Addis TV covers only few news stories which entertain the public’s idea
» The news focused only in the supportive way of the government.
» The news sources are not indpendant.

» Lack of objectivity.
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e In terms of the roles of journalists in the process on news production in the media, they

did not have any authority to produce the news based on the principles of journalism by

ther own idea, rather they are under strict controle by their superiors and only produced

what their bosses want.

e On following the ethical principles of journalism in Addis TV there are major problems

that force the media and the journalists not to apply the professional principles of

journalism. The following factors are some of them;

>
>

YV V. V VYV V

Addis TV is directly controlled by the city administration of Addis Ababa.

Addis TV journalists have been under constant pressure from their bosses in terms of
news content and source selection.

The value of the news in building the government's image was a major criterion for
news selection at Addis TV.

It was also discovered that the tone of all government-related news on Addis TV was
positive.

Lack of capacity of journalists and editors,

Incompetence in education,

Inadequate training for journalists at the institute,

Journalists interest in bribery,

Lack of commitment for their profession are also contributes to the problem that the

media not practicing the professional principles of journalism in its news Production.

5.2. Conclusion

As discussed previously the main aim of this study was to assess the professional practices and

challenges of news production in Addis Media Network, with specific reference to Addis TV

Ambharic news. Although there have been some attempts to work under the principles and ethics

of journalism, it is reasonable to say that Addis TV does not practice professional journalism

according to many scholars' standards for the principles and elements of journalism.

The study used both quantitative and qualitative content analysis to accomplish this. The main

sources and speakers of news on Addis TV were analyzed using quantitative content analysis.

This opened the door to a qualitative analysis of the station's journalism practices. In-depth
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interviews were also used to verify the data and meet the study's other goals. According to the
findings, journalism was not practiced in Addis TV in accordance with journalism principles,
particularly those adopted by Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel (2001). The first commitment of
journalism, according to these scholars, is to the truth. Addis TV's journalism practice showed
that the majority of news sources were government officials. Diverse perspectives on a particular
news topic are critical on the path to the truth. Addis TV, on the other hand, did not employ a

variety of sources in many of its news stories.

The media's social responsibility theory, which is one of the study's frameworks, calls for the
media to act as a watchdog, monitoring those in positions of political, economic, and other power
and safeguarding the community freely but responsible manner. In this regard, most of Addis
TV's news stories are one-sided stories, covering only the government's side, as well as success
stories that promote government activity. The news of the media also has other unprofessional
ways of reporting that face subjectivity by including the journalist's belief and opinion, omission
of important news stories, and so on. According to news production analysis, the media outlet is
more interested in covering government-related news topics. As a result, investigative reports

that hold those who commit wrongdoings accountable are ignored by the media.

According to the findings of the study, Addis TV is under the control of Addis Ababa city
administration, particularly the direct control of the mayor of Addis Ababa city. The mayor
appoints the media’'s CEO and deputy manager, and their primary role in the media is to apply
what the mayor needs in terms of political, economic, and social issues. This applies to
journalists in the media as well. In terms of news and source selection, they are also under
constant pressure from their superiors. The managers determine what the journalists must do and
which angles they should cover. There is no opportunity for journalists to make news based on
their own plan that incorporates journalism ethical standards. The media's yearly plan was

exactly adapted from the Addis Ababa city administration's annual plan.

Based on the study's findings, the researcher concluded that journalists and editors lack capacity,
with the majority of journalists not knowing what journalistic principles are because they are
employed from fields unrelated to journalism. The lack of training centers in the media has
exacerbated the problem. As soon as a journalist is employed, they begin working without any

training, which leads to the practice of unprofessional journalism in the media.
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5.3. Recommendations

The following recommendations were given based on the study's findings in order to properly

practice journalism at Addis Television.

>

The media needs to incorporate diversified views in the news because Addis TV

dominantly used government sources and reflected the voices of government officials.

Addis Ababa city Administration officials, especially the mayor must allow the media to
serve the people and be the voice of the people. The pressure is so high that senior city
officials seem to be interfering in every news item; if they go out there and leave the
media to media professionals and lay the groundwork for legal action; it allows the
institute to produce news that incorporates the principles of journalism.

The institution needs to adjust its editorial policy. As long as it is accountable to the city
administration; the budget is allocated from there because it has no role other than
pleasing the party to which the budget is allocated; it should be a public media outlet by
adjusting its accountability to establish its own source of revenue and improve its general
rules and regulations.

Improving the ability of journalists is another issue that the institution needs to work on.
In view of the fact that the journalists in the institute are employed from different
professions; Trainings that emphasize the principles of the profession should be provided
in the short and long term. Journalists also have to make their own efforts to develop their
professional skills.

To address the widespread self-censorship of journalists; Journalists should try to get out
of it from their minds; and they should strive to make their news available in a
professional and ethical manner by challenging various pressures from their superiors.
The institution must begin to adjust its hiring process. When employees are hired, not
only consider their experience, the media should be free from other interests and hire
staffs that know the profession and can work properly. In order to make the employers

professional, the media must also have its own training center.
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Appendix A

List of sampled news items presented by Addis TV during the time framework of this
study.

News from November 2013 EC

v4C 1/2013 4.9°

NN H29P PA®-7 CONT b1t A1ADINT AANT HooGPS AVI2T 4204 Cint2am
A%1L:L7 AOTFSL4 NHdt APAL- aoP'17 Phs0 AN hHe 9°akd hrha o/C
ASYT ANN, G4

NeohAne (P AL PHPM®F TP Aovaoit hid-C hAOh HA A9°NA LA
PaohAh? (&P TAOhDT NOhT APoé- aoPHF ATSA ERé-C 0 LNA 1G4

PUDY T -7 AOLE NAAGT @ PhAA AR YRAS TLAAGDT avhhd NCH-PE 1248
OLMCYT av 3 F@7 (AIC aohAhf (&-PE NETTC AC PPN PAHED 0877
FNEDF GG

v4C 2/2013 %4.7°

oY+ P4+ 07 hna o0t 1M+ o 24°37 6H MG hhna Nev@- Nt
07 avd N99L.4-EF AfMP OChF NFDPFT NaodMC ®LéT Navnlh AL
a Py MG 120°T A1 C (-9° 14N NCHYr BA G4

Wwao-11+ vIPT (&7 AL PovhAnf (BT APLPALD LA®- VT P7INNNC ACIH
PACO NCOh MCYrT Ahoohhe PT4 T &'+ PUNT avlBPTFT M aoP'7 PavhAhf
TN EC 104

?Y1C ovhAhf (&R (WardT 42N C+PN0T7 T o1 Novoonl AfLHSOY LAD-7
U7 P2900hNC HooF N9°4-AS NAB0Fhan Agof16E Chln AN ol 1PLPT
CPLNTT TEE N2 ANTSLE NoodbNN PHALE PUHN FPGE ao@ b7 TIHIEET
Ahd@d::
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v4C 3/2013 94.9°

Pal.0 AN D27 1PLPT AaohAhg (P CAT®7 AICTT Aao AKX £LI° A1O7
nn'tse.::

Ma%0 a0 h o HC°07 AeoemC V@Y1 X185 -7 P14 TAO6h - HANFar-
242 MNONOTS 744 ALY PMC avALLPT T NETTC OC TIPAT PhasO ANO AN
ho 07 ah-PP::

PUHAN AT 9°nC 0 &/C LANLRST VAT énd°C £39 P9°nC 0 ANATT
LAaonOn oo AL @O

v4C 4/2013 94.7°

¢ VHAS PAR 1LA AMANT B74@ voYT &7 PG T AL9®m7 A°74-HI
AN POLLOTANL®F T¢ NAaodbNN hnyE aoQ P ATLEmt mPAL 210G
2ntC ANg Avavg hAAN-::

NA745m Com-Yt 07 TPt ALLANE PY1C avhAhf AP+ Phkn AN h1o
UVHN APfLL1 PAM £ P9INLA G +mMSAC avdmd A78%ANTF Chsn ANO h-HoY
St N0 @/ ASTT AN 1A

v4C 5/2013 4.7°
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e 70h NAA7 VNLEANT  AA°S  Lo7rE N9Iam0d 0é- AL PId-  ALAAS-
N PSTFm LOHE aoPSTm7 CATH AAT HG14.::

.80.8 25/2013 4.7°

vt aG 0% OONCH?1rE A2e0Poo PLLN@7 PO AN AcoP®I° PULLNTA
TNLE AT @ AL PPCO PUHA T@heT 9°AC 0 Té hAddn::

TENL T 4COE CATCXRETS AINLT 71T A%IMShC A7271.04 Al @d::

AN ANNT @ AS AN PUILLT ATL hhA PUI@ PoehdA ALANEL ¢3S
TCEERT MATC W @O0t 437 LeATT NG ARINTINT AT AgolP} Pavenlil
Pl AL LCOA::

PoobA ALAN TIHOE O TCERT PCOT A8 mN$ ChiboIP 1T U107
FCTA 186 P0AM Po1LLI°F aotP't? PhBN ANN 9°RFA WHEN O/C ASTT AN,
$Ge:

77.80.8 26/2013 9.9°

MPA TLMNTC 2atC WG hvoof CACNET +7F hdoohnf A0-FAANST aodonT
ACNET °Ha-G $0A@- COLONT? 1IC OTTI0 A11MNT, A0S AAT°LT ANEFTT
TINHANG 2G9N AN 1A
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AR CPeT NFAYTE AOPT CACONYIE 1EA Nao®IC AL To7 NTImShC
Catex 7 AAAPTTS 1A ACI0ONGC  0FNNG  Abao- L0 AN PaAS0  ANN
kN nFEN @/C ASTT AN TG4

ChmCT VLT A% Anh AR E PIFNULD I°Cm ovNA.CHTT PU1L7IA
AT POM@: aohm, Ahir PPLN@ LUTIET ALD AL PILTAGS AhARYTT
POLALC TEE Moot @-LP oofl1T thvbde ooPrT COT 1S CLINEC
angoed::

PYATE  o0lBS  PTAF  TI1ICTF7 910046k PNRY ool 718277 OChT
A0 CH P20 N et AP0 aoPSTO7 Catdeie o168 Y7 AIANAMT
angme::

7.80.8 27/2013 9.9°

PP AR Le ACOET A16T7 1271E7T MNP A2 TTC aLCIPN AN TELL T
AVA OCP Ha-L +514::

kN mPAL LINTC Lavd aop’yy Pavghh/lAMFE PLI%hé-N. MO AS TIN.PT
AeNTT ATCELPLT AITE OBLEFTT ALLAIS AN 10K 9°/a mPA L0
A80F M PACNTT NAA PA7TL T hLlLNE avAhnt ANTAALPA::

TOAS hEITT AOPFTT CAT@7 NF ARP? PalGéit TNVF@7 ov@-Lh
SCNFA AN Pa%O AN °TA 7R O/C ASYT Al 1514

P3P AST A Al ACNET LA9°79° ARYT AYIC AILrES AaARYT W4T
+2&0 TOAS AZICS 1147 AmNE 1A LA PNGA HATELDT HGUPA:

7.80.8 29/2013 %.9°

PALO ANN A h7E0 @/ aS%1T A00 0Ph A%A b7 (V7 0T o071 +SH-
P04 117 PavLeG 26 37L& T7 Ahdor Lh9°T AG AONFT Adlh(-::
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65m PSLA F4A0 AT 6249° ONF40a0 114-E H2E N@YS NHLTC YN Hef P.¢-
a7 MG N7LFANF o1 AL 21HhéT P9 ovOSS AMCE 290H- 2/C
ATEIC AT NeA G4

PJén MAeo-2DF STk hACXLCRETT CATETT AS CEITIT 3én AU oA (NE
Vs AL LADE Phdbolld MAS EEHI® “LINTC MPP::

A%0 AN b7 PUA9° hhoT: AUAIC P90 Fov T AL TP ALCT AavdPlt SN A
PAARTDG TCt Phgh AN 9°AC 0 Aeks AS PALA, ANN A W10 @/C ASTT AN
TG4+

NAXIS TCH APFT7 P ABrE 03DF N990PaoT P17 AP API° 148G
020G £AP ao P17 N65® 4114-P 9°Com, NECEN ARA nH?T NAXIS TCL7 Naodhd\
P9.M5L.4 Aebs LT 10A::

“7.80.¢ 30/2013 %4.9°

AlCT a1 AT 0é LPTIE N2- A% NeomNPS NP5 A Noopd-t ATLTE7S
NAXIGPT 21L21T A7 An MmPAL 20 THC £/C AP AVap® G4

MPAL 2LI0HC ANE Avar® NACYLe AN 9°04- OGP B7 22977 PO-ANA P1PSGE
PIMCS A0S TCr N84 aoChd hGHPA::

Y267 AR E NFSh, ANChF AT haR mART @465 TEET AHATHLOOT
NE29T AEE Novoopt MATT AOGE- ovaoAh PFAT OWPT NATA4 L79° hadéh, Poar
W1 &PTG 8P T ha-R FAT OC 07INC ALL70T PId avP'rT 36T h7l807 (LA
PALN AN W97 ADHSLC ANJ@.LA::

ONFoIP PHLL QA “TI0NA aoTHLE 0 ATLTLeHIE Phh AN 4ol ADFSLC 9°nhA
N3O ASTT AN 1G4

1T @A AS RS T1LLTT QSO PAOICC FAVSS A& $S7L@7 &CH PULeH
oo’ a0 ANO7 hHEFYT AOFANN MRS oAb o010 PRLAIN AN 09°RTN hrka
990,77 CAINTINT OB AT A0S A BFTeC AL AANE::

NAXIGT TCE AhACXRE aodb?CS AVHOE +mPoLht 706 TCL 1o hbe 9TCLo-
PAaLO AN 9°0C 0T Acks AS PAS0 AN A hrEO O/C ASTT AN::
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Appendix B

List of sampled news items Links presented by Addis TV during the time frame work of
this study

November 2013 E.C News Links

1 https://fb.watch/7 AhdFFrSeb/

2 https://fb.watch/7AhjWwmO05Wz/
3 https://fb.watch/7 AhnywQ1Wj/
4 https://fb.watch/7AhgJzMDQQ/
5 https://fb.watch/7 AhsHPZNwK/
6 https://fb.watch/7AhuN7e4CW/
7 https://fb.watch/7AhwPmGeMA/
8 https://fb.watch/7AhzOw_Xjj/

9 https://fb.watch/7AhBF1PnQj/
10 https://fb.watch/7 AhEao9aQr/
11 https://fb.watch/7 AhINrz94t/
12 &13 No News

14 https://fb.watch/7AhPbLpG5v/
15 https://fb.watch/7AhR5AH55E/
16 https://fb.watch/7AhTcR19¢cy/
17 https://fb.watch/7AhV_tX-LL/
18 https://fb.watch/7AhRXWNHZSx/

19 https://fb.watch/7Ah_JxpLCa/
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20 https://fb.watch/7Ai0Ixwy9J/
21 https://fb.watch/7Ai39L_IwW/
22 https://fb.watch/7Ai5epoPHg/
23 https://fb.watch/7 AiTfwRZTz/
24 https://fb.watch/7 AiaPY JaXt/
25 https://fb.watch/7 AicS3wAyYT/
26 https://fb.watch/7 AIgEXSA4K/
27 https://fb.watch/7Aij8Ta7la/
28 https://fb.watch/7AimpDA4yS/
29 https://fb.watch/7Aip8MnnZ_/
30 https://fb.watch/7Aisf7jTRI/

February 2013 E.C News Links

1 https://fb.watch/SADmMVB7w39/
2 https://fb.watch/5SADj1e9z16/

3 https://fb.watch/SADgKJEekT/
4 https://fb.watch/SADcFmxCY _/
5 https://fb.watch/SAD9HzZxXNH/
6 https://fb.watch/SAD3YmONS5n/
7 https://fb.watch/SAC-LHzfz6/

8 https://fb.watch/SACYpnY XZw/

9 https://fb.watch/5ACV0jV8K2/
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10 https://fb.watch/5ACSghMQxm/
11 https://fb.watch/5SACJIbnmsB/
12 http s://fb.watch/SACOF5hs6e/
13 https://fb.watch/SACGRsDRvh/
14 https://fb.watch/5ACC_ET7H8I/
15 https://fb.watch/5yd8Yh-EmZ/
16 https://fb.watch/5yd2Jgj0mg/
17 https://fb.watch/5ycZEbhBpf/
18 https://fb.watch/5ycTOirimX/
19 https://fb.watch/5ycAZIO_nN/
20 https://fb.watch/5ycN7TiY5f/
21 https://fb.watch/5yc8qgxoVkV/
22 https://fb.watch/5yc1-tpN7_/
23 https://fb.watch/5ybRR5Uu0J/
24 https://fb.watch/5ybMOsyFvH/
25 https://fb.watch/5ybFOPDTDu/
26 https://fb.watch/5ybdgSo7dR/
27 https://fb.watch/5yb5USqGey/
28 https://fb.watch/5yaQZB2nVq/
29 https://fb.watch/5y3Fx00Lk1/

30https://fh.watch/5y3ni4ukrQ/
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April 2013 E.C News Links

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

https://fb.watch/77MiY AWOHTr/
https://fb.watch/77Me8xsy1H/
https://fb.watch/77M5BOISTh/
https://fb.watch/77L_JtL1-m/
https://fb.watch/77LW22uNzf/
https://fb.watch/77LROHylaP/
https://fb.watch/77LLnsdv XS/
https://fb.watch/77LDMtJzD6/
https://fb.watch/77Lx_UVK1N/
https://fb.watch/77LraHu07v/
https://fb.watch/77LIhNbsV8/
https://fb.watch/77Lejc6FoH/
https://fb.watch/77LbfnAGhd/
https://fb.watch/77K_dTHITN/
https://fb.watch/77KTkxr8z4/
https://fb.watch/77KNAJW6Z8/
https://fb.watch/77KFCqvYil/
https://fb.watch/77TKBMsVgiZ/
https://fb.watch/77KpArh6aQ/

https://fb.watch/77KhNC9nRqg/
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21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

NO NEWS
https://fb.watch/77JTBG2t97/
https://fb.watch/5Ul2g3MiaK/
https://fb.watch/5Uk_uSWDOv/
https://fb.watch/5UkWuc6moq/
https://fb.watch/5UKT3qKjTT/
https://fb.watch/5UkOFbLTcb/
No news
https://fb.watch/5Uk61n9dkG/

https://www.facebook.com/watch
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Appendix C

Interview Guide for Individuals In-Depth Interview

I. Interview questions for Reporters

1. How do you practice the professional principles of journalism when you produce news?
. Objectivity

. Balance and fairness

. Credibility

. Independence

. Responsibility and others

2. What are your roles in the process of news production?

3. Which area/issue do you think are your main focuses when you produce news? Why?

4. How much do you have independence when you produce news?

5. Is there any factor that hinders you in the process of practicing professional journalistic

principles? If yes, what are the factors?

6. What are your criteria when you select news?

7. Do you think that all sources are acceptable in your media institution? If no, why?
8. What considerations do you make when you choose your news sources?

9. Do you give coverage for critical stories about government? Yes/no, why?

Il. Interview questions for editors

1. How do you practice the professional principles of journalism when you produce news?
. Objectivity

. Balance and fairness
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. Credibility

. Independence
. Responsibility and others
2 For what kind of issues (public or government) your media institution gives a special

priority in news making? Why?
Public issues: news which deals the problem that the public has.
Government issues: news which deals with good deeds of government
3 What are your criteria for news and source selection?

4 Do you think Addis TV entertains diversified points of views in news reporting? If yes,

how, If not, why?

5 It is said that media are autonomous. How might you interpret this in context of your

Media institution? Do you think that you are autonomous in news and source selection?

6 Is there any factor that hinders you in the process of practicing professional journalistic

principles? If yes, what are the factors?
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Appendix D

Code and Titles of the Interviewees
Code Title

Informant 1 Reporter

Informant 2 Reporter

Informant 3 Reporter

Informant 4 Editor
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Appendix E
Checklist of the study to analyze the professional journalistic practice of Addis Television

Amharic News

Criteria for Assessing Objectivity of the news

O Does the news separate fact from opinion?
O Does the news tell the whole story?
O Is the news well presented (Make certain that headlines, news teases, photos, video,

audio, graphics, sound bites and quotations do not misrepresent.)

0 Does the news have stereotyping by race, gender, age, religion, ethnicity, geography,

sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance or social status?
Criteria for Assessing Balance and Fairness of the news

0 Does the selection of sources have equitable on various sides in proportional numbers

and of similar standing? (l.e. in terms of status, influence and access to information).

0 Do the Journalists fair in their report by avoiding coverage of one-sided stories?
0 Does the news story give equitable air time coverage for all parties with in the news?
0 Does the news story use appropriate video images for all parties with in the news related

to the content?

0 Are the public not swayed toward a particular conclusion from just one biased opinion?

(The news allows the audience to make their own judgments on the issue).
0 Does the news have political leanings?

0 Does the news explore every angle and view available?

Criteria for Assessing Credibility of the news

0 Does the reporter use appropriate sources for the news story?
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0

0

Does the reporter present the news on the spot?

Does the news Invade people’s privacy?

Is the news concerned about the public interest (not government propaganda)?
Does the news sensationalize stories or does not it sensationalize?

Does the news story include all means of reporting? (Interviewee, script narrations, stand

up, natural sounds)

0

Does the news can be trusted?

The other most important professional journalistic principles are independence and responsibility

of the journalists was analyzed on the interview with the sampled media practitioners.
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Appendix F

MEASURNMEN CRITERIAS:

For objectivity:

o0 w»

GmMmooOw>

For credibility:

Separate fact from opinion
Tell the whole story
Well presented
Stereotyping
For balance/Fairness:

Equitable proportion for sources
Avoiding one sided story

Equitable air time coverage
Appropriate video/images

Allow the audience to make judgments
Political linings
Explore every angle

A. Appropriate sources
B. News on the spot
C. Invade privacy
D. Public interest/not gov't propaganda
NO NEWS OBJECTIVITY BALANCE/FAIRNESS CREDIBLITY
1 A. yes A. no A. yes
Addis Ababa City Deputy | B. no B. no B. no
Mayor Adanech Abebe said | C. no C. no C. no
the administration is working | D. no D. no D. no
hard to modernize the delivery E. no
of vital event services in the F. yes
city and make it less G. no
vulnerable to illegal activities.
2 Lt. Gen. Bacha Debele said A. Yes A. No A. Yes
the Defense Forces from B. No B. No B. No
Shiraro to Zal Ambesa are C. No C. No C. No
successfully conducting their D. No D. No D. Yes
mission to prevent attacks on E. No
the Defense Forces. F. Yes
G. No
3 Among the regional Special | A. No A. Yes A, yes
Forces and militias deployed | B. No B. No B. yes
by the TPLF, Extremist | C. No C. No C. no
militants arrested by the | D. No D. Yes D. yes
Defense Forces say many E. Yes
have been forcibly recruited. F. Yes
G. no
4 Itamajor  Officer General | A. No A. No A. Yes
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Berhanu Jula, said that The | B. No B. No B. No
Northern  Command was | C. No C. No C. No
under siege by the TPLF is | D. No D. Yes D. No
moving forward by E. Yes
reorganizing itself and F. Yes
attacking several areas. G. No

5 The Ministry of Defense said | A. Yes A. No A, Yes
that Law enforcement action | B. No B. No B. Yes
being taken by the | C. No C. No C. No
government against the TPLF, | D. No D. Yes D. Yes
the group was spreading false E. Yes
information in the guise of a F. Yes
civil war. G. No

6 Addis Ababa City | A. Yes A. Yes A, Yes
Administration announced | B. No B. Yes B. Yes
that the Army of the national | C. No C. Yes C. No
defense’s ongoing law | D. No D. No D. Yes
enforcement campaign against E. Yes
TPLF attacks has organized F. Yes
various public mobilization G. No
forums.

7 Residents of Addis Ababa | A. Yes A. No E. yes A. Yes
donate blood to show their | B. No B. No F. Yes B. Yes
solidarity with the Defense | C. No C. No G. No C. No
Forces. D. No D. no D. vyes

8 Addis Ababa Police | A. Yes A. No A. Yes
Commission announced that it | B. No B. No B. No
has arrested 242 individuals | C. no C. No C. No
and 744 firrearms | D. No D. Yes D. No
commissioned by the TPLF E. Yes
extremist group to create F. Yes
chaos in Addis Ababa. G. No

9 The House of Peoples' | A. Yes A. No A, Yes
Representatives has decided | B. no B. Yes B. Yes
to waive the immunity of 39 | C. Yes C. No C. No
members of the House, | D. No D. Yes D. Yes
including Dr. Debre Tsion G. E. Yes
Michael. F. Yes

G. No

10 Prime Minister Dr. Abiy | A. Yes A. Yes A, Yes
Ahmed has urged Tigray | B. no B. No B. Yes
People's and Special Forces | C. Yes C. Yes C. No
members to refrain from | D. No D. Yes D. Yes
making unnecessary sacrifices E. Yes
in order to prolong his life. F. Yes

G. No

11 Addis Ababa City Deputy | A. No A. No A. Yes
Mayor Adanech Abebe said | B. No B. No B. Yes
the act of the people of Addis | C. No C. Yes C. No
Ababa supporting the Defense | D. No D. Yes D. No
Forces who were attacked by E. Yes
the extremist TPLF should be F. Yes
encouraged and strengthened. G. No

12 Addis Ababa City Deputy | A. No A. No A. Yes
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Mayor Adanech Abebe said In | B. Yes B. No B. no
connection with the | C. No C. No C. No
government's crackdown on | D. No D. Yes D. No
extremists is no E. Yes
discrimination  against the F. Yes
people of Tigray State. G. No

13 Art for the honor of the | A. Yes A.  Yes A Yes
country was formed to express | B. no B. Yes B. Yes
the artist's respect for national | C. no C. Yes C. No
defense. D. No D. Yes D. yes

E. Yes
F. No
G. Yes

14 Employers say they will | A. Yes A.  Yes A. Yes
support  law  enforcement | B. no B. Yes B. yes
action by exposing If thereare | C. no C. Yes C. No
undercover operatives hiding | D. No D. Yes D. yes
in the workplace and running E Yes
for office. F. No

G. Yes

15 Addis Ababa City Deputy | A. Yes A. No A. yes
Mayor Adanech Abebe said | B. no B. No B. no
about 1 billion birr has been | ¢ po C. No C. no
collected for the support of D. No D. Yes D. yes
the defense force taking ' E. Yes
measures against the extremist F. Yes
TPLF in Addis Ababa. G. No

16 Ethiopian  Electric  Power | A. Yes A. No A. yes
authority has announced the | B. No B. No B. yes
news propagated by the | ¢ veg C. No C. no
extremist TPLF group that D. No D. Yes D. yes
Tekeze electric power ' E. Yes
generation plant encounters F. Yes
air strike is fake news. G. No

17 It was stated that Addis Ababa | A. No A. No A yes
residents' strong support for | B. No B. Yes B. no
the construction of the Grand | = Ng C. No C. no
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam D. No D. Yes D. yes
shows that Ethiopia is resilient ' E. Yes
in all difficult times. F. No

G. No

18 Forty-eight medical | A.  Yes A. yes A. yes
volunteers from Addis | B. no B. yes B. yes
Ababa's health institutions | ¢ veg C. yes C. no
were sent to the front to D. No D. yes D. yes
support the national Defense ' E. yes
engaged in law enforcement F. no
campaign in Tigray State G. yes
through their profession.

19 Locals say the TPLF has been | A. Yes A. yes A. yes
committing atrocities against | B. no B. yes B. no
the people of Raya Alamata. C. no C. yes C. no

D. No D. No D. yes
E. yes
F. Yes
G. No
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20 A memorial service was held | A. yes A yes A. yes
throughout Ethiopia for the | B. no B. yes B. yes
Defense Forces, who are | ¢ g C. No C. no
making sacrifices for our D. yes D. yes D. yes
sovereignty and our people ' E. No
with the theme “Today | stand F. Yes
for the honor of national G. No
defense’.

21 Addis Ababa City Deputy | A. Yes A. yes A. yes
Mayor, Adanech Abebe said | B. no B. No B. no
the victory of our army after | = o C. yes C. no
defending the attack is a clear D. No D. yes D. no
indication that any ' E. No
wrongdoing against Ethiopia's F. Yes
dignity and sovereignty will G. yes
not succeed.

22 Itamajor  Officer General | A. Yes A. No A. yes
Berhanu Jula, Commander-in- | B. no B. No B. no
Chief of the FDRE Armed | ¢ vyeg C. No C. no
Forces, said that The Defense D. yes D. yes D. yes
Forces are intensifying their ' E. No
crackdown on the TPLF Junta F. Yes
is achieving many victories. G. No

23 Addis Ababa City Deputy | A. Yes A. yes A. yes
Mayor, Adanech Abebe said | B. no B. yes B. yes
the community is showing its | ¢ veg C. yes C. no
partnership with great D. No D. No D. yes
initiative to the Armed Forces, ' E. yes
which is undertaking law F. Yes
enforcement. G. yes

24 Addis Ababa City Deputy | A. Yes A. yes A. yes
Mayor ~ Adanech  Abebe | B. no B. yes B. yes
announced that she will work | ¢ o C. yes C. no
hard to ensure the full D. No D. yes D. yes
participation and benefit of ' E. yes
the city's youth. F. Yes

G. yes

25 Industries are called upon to | A. Yes A. No A. yes
stand by the Defense Forces | B. no B. No B. yes
by increasing their production | = o C. No C. no
and productivity. D. No D. No D. yes

' E. No
F. Yes
G. No

26 The National Electoral Board | A. Yes A. yes A. yes
of Ethiopia (NEBE) hashelda | B. Yes B. yes B. yes
discussion  with  political | ¢ yeg C. no C. no
parties and media institutions D. No D. yes D. yes
on the draft guideline on ' E. yes
media use and allocation. F. Yes

G. yes

27 Students at Kotebe | A. No A. No A. yes
Metropolitan University say | B. Yes B. No B. yes
Attack on the Defense Forces | ¢ pg C. No C. no
While maintaining the borders D. no D. yes D. yes
of  the country  and ' E. yes
maintaining the peace of the F. Yes
community is unpredictable in G. No
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this day and age.

28 More than 700 suspects have | A. Yes A. yes A. yes
been arrested in connection | B. Yes B. yes B. no
with a series of attacks in | ¢ veg C. yes C. no
Addis Ababa on a mission D. No D. No D. yes
from the TPLF Junta. ' E. No

F. Yes
G. No

29 Addis Ababa women handed | A. Yes A. No A. yes
over 5.5 million birr worth of | B. VYes B. No B. yes
food to the Ministry of | ¢ po C. No C. no
Defense. D. No D. yes D. yes

' E. yes
F. Yes
G. No

30 Many members of the | A. Yes A. No A. yes
Tigrayan militia and Special | B. no B. No B. yes
Forces are surrendering to the | ¢ v C. No C. no
government. D. No D. yes D. no

E. No
F. Yes
G. No

31 A study on illegal land | A. Yes A. No A. yes
grabbing in Addis Ababa | B. no B. No B. yes
unveils More than 13 million | ¢ g C. No C. no
523 thousand square meters of D. No D. No D. yes
land has been seized. ' E. No

F. Yes
G. No

32 It is said that thousands of | A. Yes A. No A. yes
Tigrayan militia and Special | B. no B. No B. no
Forces recruited by TPLF | ¢ g C. No C. no
disarmed and surrendered to D. No D. No D. no
the Defense Forces. ' E. No

F. Yes
G. No

33 Dr. Almaw Kifle, a legal and | A. Yes A yes A yes
history scholar, says Massacre | B. no B. No B. yes
of innocent civilians in | ¢ o C. no C. no
Maikadra by TPLF meets the D. No D. yes D. yes
criteria for  international ' E. No
genocide. F. Yes

G. No

34 The full support of the women | A.  Yes A. No A. yes
in the government's action | B. no B. No B. yes
against the TPLF; Addis | ¢ vyeg C. No C. no
Ababa City Deputy Mayor D. No D. No D. yes
Adanech Abebe said it is to be ' E. No
commended. F. Yes

G. No

35 Kirkos sub-city has donated | A. Yes A. yes A. yes
over 101 million birr to the | B. no B. yes B. yes
Ethiopian Defense Forces. C. VYes C. yes C. no

D. No D. yes D. yes
E. yes
F. Yes
G. yes
36 | e e | ]
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Appendix G
Sample news and criteria’s analyzed by coders

Criteria for Assessing Objectivity of the news

1.

PhLP &N PhATPXRERET NF ALYPT CovA® TRC VHA ALVt N1TALR
ageh 14190 N9NhT ACTANC T8 oofl4TT PAUAE DY TONG  RSHI
M EC AnJod: ekt ©oC PALP oC NAe eT0Por AT PNGA-
TNLaole oo MNC N7UIAN ALANL LS A::

As Adwa victory is not only for Ethiopians but also for all black people Countries Ministry of

Arts and Tourism announces that various Africa Countries going to celebrate the event. February

is the month of Adwa, and the launch of the festival took place at Menelik Square.

Criteria for Assessing Objectivity of the news

% Does the news separate fact from opinion? Yes 1 No [

o
*

o
*

o
*

Does the news tell the whole story?  Yes 1 No I
Is the news well presented (Make certain that headlines, news teases,
Photos, video, audio, graphics, sound bites and quotations do not misrepresent.)
Yes[1 No [T
Does the news have stereotyping by race, gender, age, religion,
Ethnicity, geography, sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance or social status?
Yes 1 No[J

Criteria for Assessing Balance and Fairness of the news

*

+ Does the selection of sources have equal on various sides in proportional numbers
and of similar standing? (i.e. in terms of status, influence and access to information).
Yes 1 No—
¢ Is Journalists were fair in their report by avoiding coverage of one-sided stories?
Yes[1 No[
% Does the news story give equal air time coverage for all parties with in the news?
Yesr No
¢ Does the news story use appropriate video images for all parties with in the news related
to the content? Yes L1 No
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% Does the public are not swayed toward a particular conclusion from just one biased
opinion? (The news allows the audience to make their own judgments on the issue).
Yes 1 No [
% Is the news has political leanings? Yes —3 No I

% Does the news exploring every angle and view available? YesC—1  No [

Criteria for Assessing Credibility of the news

2.

¢+ Does the reporter use appropriate sources for the news story? Yes — No
< Does the reporter present the news on the spot? ~ Yes —J Nol ]
% Is the news Invades or respects people's privacy? Yes[— No [
% Is the news concerned about the public interest or not government propaganda?
Yes 3 No [
% Does the news sensationalizes stories or does not sensationalize? Yes 1 No [
¢+ Does the news story include all means of reporting? (Interviewee, script narrations ,stand
up, natural sounds) Yes — No
% Does the news can be trusted? Yes_1 No [
H7&C A?LhLLm Y14-P 9°Con @7 A2 P7H Ahhu-7? QA@- 181 A9°0T

AT P9°Com NAA AS PHT SINNGE MCPTT hNTTITIAFTOT Phless
NP 9°Cm, NCL hdFO::

The National Electoral Board of Ethiopia (NEBE) announced that five regions and zonal

coordination bureaus have so far failed to support this year's national election.

Criteria for Assessing Objectivity of the news

Does the news separate fact from opinion? Yes[— No [J

Does the news tell the whole story? Yes [ No [T

Is the news well presented (Make certain that headlines, news teases, photos, video, audio,
graphics, sound bites and quotations do not misrepresent.) Yesr—] No[

Does the news have stereotyping by race, gender, age, religion, ethnicity, geography, sexual

orientation, disability, physical appearance or social status?  Yes T No [
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Criteria for Assessing Balance and Fairness of the news

+ Does the selection of sources have equal on various sides in proportional numbers

and of similar standing? (i.e. in terms of status, influence and access to information).

Yes —3 No[—

¢ Is Journalists were fair in their report by avoiding coverage of one-sided stories?
Yes —1 No[—
% Does the news story give equal air time coverage for all parties with in the news?
Yesr—1 Nor—J

¢+ Does the news story use appropriate video images for all parties with in the news related
to the content? Yes ] No I

% Does the public are not swayed toward a particular conclusion from just one biased
opinion? Yes— No
(The news allows the audience to make their own judgments on the issue). Yes—1 No [

% Is the news has political leanings? Yes 1 No [

%+ Does the news exploring every angle and view available? Yes—— No [J

Criteria for Assessing Credibility of the news

% Does the reporter use appropriate sources for the news story? Yes—1 No [

+ Does the reporter present the news on the spot? ~ Yes — No [

% Is the news Invades people’s privacy? Yes—1 No[J

% Is the news concerned about the public interest or not government propaganda?

YesL— No [

% Does the news sensationalize stories? Yes[1 Nol[

%+ Does the news story include all means of reporting? (Interviewee, script narrations ,stand
up, natural sounds) Yes — No

% Does the news can be trusted? Yesl_1 No [

3. (V27 NONGC 1Lk 1% PLLOAVT® 2.5 99LAL7 WIT7 ONGP ACSH N99L40
NHALTT P99k av-(T7 14 APéml aolP'17 PNLELEP hLD O2F Oé havld-C
h9Li7 Ahdoe::

The National Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC) announced that it is providing
humanitarian assistance to 2.5 million people affected by the law enforcement process.
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Criteria for Assessing Objectivity of the news

/7
A X4

A X4

X/
°e

Does the news separate fact from opinion? Yes C—1 No[—I
Does the news tell the whole story?  Yes — No
Is the news well presented (Make certain that headlines, news teases,

photos, video, audio, graphics, sound bites and quotations do not misrepresent.)

A X4

Yes 1 No[

Does the news have stereotyping by race, gender, age, religion, ethnicity, geography, sexual

orientation, disability, physical appearance or social status?  Yes 1 No[J

Criteria for Assessing Balance and Fairness of the news

7
L X4

Does the selection of sources have equal on various sides in proportional numbers

and of similar standing? (i.e. in terms of status, influence and access to information).

A X4

Yes 1 No[—
Is Journalists were fair in their report by avoiding coverage of one-sided stories?

Yes 1 No [
Does the news story give equal air time coverage for all parties with in the news?

Yes 1 No—
Does the news story use appropriate video images for all parties with in the news related
to the content? Yes 1 No [
Does the public are not swayed toward a particular conclusion from just one biased
opinion? (The news allows the audience to make their own judgments on the issue).
Yes —3 No [

Is the news has political leanings? Yes.— No [

Does the news exploring every angle and view available? Yes— No

Criteria for Assessing Credibility of the news

R/
¢

Does the reporter use appropriate sources for the news story? Yes 1 No[—]

Does the reporter present the news on the spot?  Yes— No [

Is the news Invades people’s privacy? Yes —3 No ]

Is the news concerned about the public interest or not government propaganda?
Yesr—1 No—

Does the news sensationalize stories? Yes.—— No[J
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%+ Does the news story include all means of reporting? (Interviewee, script narrations ,stand
up, natural sounds) Yesr— No [
% Does the news can be trusted? YesL_—1 No[J

4. NAL0 AN NF°VCTH LT AL LA 2104422 T LR TICTT hooq Ji
NAC CT9°VCT 0LFT7 L4248 NHARTE ACTANAN A7L291.%5 N9°nhA nrE0 29647
CAINTDNT Cao 70T WIATNT OB £ A0 FINE A B7T¢C AL G174

Expansion of schools in Addis Ababa will not only solve temporary problems but also improve
the standard of schools persistently, said Jantirara Abay, Deputy Mayor Coordinator of Public

Service Institutions.
Criteria for Assessing Objectivity of the news

¢ Does the news separate fact from opinion? Yes[—1 No 1

¢+ Does the news tell the whole story? Yes L1 No

% Is the news well presented (Make certain that headlines, news teases, photos, video, audio,
graphics, sound bites and quotations do not misrepresent.)  Yes— No [—

% Does the news have stereotyping by race, gender, age, religion, ethnicity, geography, sexual

orientation, disability, physical appearance or social status? Yes— No [

Criteria for Assessing Balance and Fairness of the news

*

++ Does the selection of sources have equal on various sides in proportional numbers
and of similar standing? (i.e. in terms of status, influence and access to information).
Yes— No
 Is Journalists were fair in their report by avoiding coverage of one-sided stories?
Yes.T—1 No[
+ Does the news story give equal air time coverage for all parties with in the news?
YesC1 No [
¢ Does the news story use appropriate video images for all parties with in the news related
to the content? Yes 1 No [
% Does the public are not swayed toward a particular conclusion from just one biased
opinion? (The news allows the audience to make their own judgments on the issue).
YesC1 No O

% Is the news has political leanings? Yes —1 No [
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<+ Does the news exploring every angle and view available? Yes — No —
Criteria for Assessing Credibility of the news
+ Does the reporter use appropriate sources for the news story? Yes—3 No —
%+ Does the reporter present the news on the spot?  Yes[— No
% Is the news Invades people’s privacy? Yes.—] No [
% Is the news concerned about the public interest or not government propaganda?
Yes ] No[—]
¢ Does the news sensationalize stories? Yesr— No[—
¢+ Does the news story include all means of reporting? (Interviewee, script narrations ,stand
up, natural sounds) Yes —1 No [
% Does the news can be trusted? Yes— No—

5. A%0 AN nho77 PUAICG RSGHI® ov8Lh A1LL7 hh 8L Tivdt AR APOC-
P77 A hE0 OSHE ASTT AL ANJ@O+¢: (AS0 ANN hH9T ANTSLC N
700 “1LAL7 NG CH1INDS NAACEEL NaLYEk Povlansf P10 PASPTS VAST
POTHA MASTT Al HaoCRA::

Deputy Mayor Adanech Abebe said the administration is working to make Addis Ababa a
destination for medical tourism. Addis Ababa City Administration's 700 Million Birr Maternity
and Children's Hospital in Addis Ababa was inaugurated by Adanech Abebe.

Criteria for Assessing Objectivity of the news

‘0

Does the news separate fact from opinion? Yes —3 No [

)

‘0

Does the news tell the whole story? Yes 1 Nor[

L)

¢ Is the news well presented (Make certain that headlines, news teases,

L)

photos, video, audio, graphics, sound bites and quotations do not misrepresent.)
Yes 1 No[J

‘0

Does the news have stereotyping by race, gender, age, religion,

L)

ethnicity, geography, sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance or social status?
YesC—1 No[l
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Criteria for Assessing Balance and Fairness of the news

%+ Does the selection of sources have equal on various sides in proportional numbers
and of similar standing? (i.e. in terms of status, influence and access to information).

Yes—3 No[
Is Journalists were fair in their report by avoiding coverage of one-sided stories?

X/
°e

Yes—1 No [
+ Does the news story give equal air time coverage for all parties with in the news?
Yes—3 No[—
% Does the news story use appropriate video images for all parties with in the news related
to the content? Yes 3 No [
%+ Does the public are not swayed toward a particular conclusion from just one biased
opinion? Yes 1 Nor—
(The news allows the audience to make their own judgments on the issue). Yes 3 No —
% Is the news has political leanings? Yes L1 No—j
% Does the news exploring every angle and view available? Yes — No —
Criteria for Assessing Credibility of the news
< Does the reporter use appropriate sources for the news story? Yes 3 No [
¢+ Does the reporter present the news on the spot?  Yesr—] No ]
% Is the news Invades people’s privacy? Yes —1 No [
% Is the news concerned about the public interest or not government propaganda?
Yesr— No
% Does the news sensationalize stories? Yes 1 No[J
%+ Does the news story include all means of reporting? (Interviewee, script narrations ,stand
up, natural sounds) Yes— No[—
¢ Does the news can be trusted? Yes[_1 No [
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