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Abstract 

The thes is deals with the manuscripts in the co llection of the Harro Sayl]s in Agarfa , Bale zone, 

Oromia region. The co llection includes many printed books and al so seven manuscripts. The 

I-Iarro Sayl] s have played many roles in Arsi-Bale, as teachers. reli gious leaders, public figu res, 

and mediators in contlict resolution. 

The aim of thi s thesis is to present a handli st of the seven manuscripts in the Harro Sayl]s' 

co ll ection. !t has six chapters. The first chapte r contains an introduction with literature review on 

the history of Islam ization of Bal e and in Ethiopi a generall y. The second chapte r gives the 

biographi es of the I-Iarro Say l] s. The th ird chapter is a catalogue of the seven manuscri pts, with 

pa rti cular emphasis given to one untitl ed manuscript with numerous sub-titl es (including 

astronomy) and to the loose sheets, which include a text wi thout diacritics. The fourth chapter is 

a discussion of se lected themes having to do with women: l:!u!bat al-Nika\:I (The Marriage 

Sermon) and doc uments from two non-Agarfa women who had a connection with the I-Iarro 

Sayl]s, i.e. SittTna Alawiya (1892-1940) and 'Nisa Bint IA IT Sultan Gomma. The fitih chapter, 

which is the heart of the thes is, presents the astronomy tex t contained in the untitl ed manLiscript , 

with Arabic tex t, translat ion and annotation. The last chapter contains conclusion and 

recommendati on . 

The !-Iano Sayl)s' co llection was completely unstudied prior to this thes is, and is currently 

fo rgo tten even by the guardians of the collection. I hope that the study will be a bridge fo r further 

stud ies of manusc ripts in the collection and a st im ulus to examine previously unstudicd topics of 

Ft hi opian Arabic manuscr ipts such as astronomy. 
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Chapter One 

Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Although many Arab ic manuscri pts are found scattered throughout Ethiopia, stud ies on 

Ethiopian Arabic manuscripts are sti ll in their begin ni ng stages. The Arab ic language and script 

have been in Ethiop ia for many centuries. Arabic has a long-time relat ion with Ethiopia not onl y 

in Islam ic literature but also in old translations of Christian texts. Among Muslim -dominated 

parts of Ethiopia, Arab ic has played a vital role in the literature and scholarship of Bale, whi ch 

along with Arsi. !-larar, Wallo, and Ji mma is part icularly well known for production of Arabic 

manuscri pts. 

In Bale, the town of Agarfa has many Arabic manuscripts which up to now have not been treated 

by scholars. Indeed, Bale in general and Agarfa in particular are centers of Islamic teaching. In 

Agarfa there are a number of ind ividuals and fami lies o f II /lama ' (scholars) who own col lections 

of manuscripts. According to my informant Say!] Kamal, there are (at least) three suc h 

co ll ections in Agarta. One is that found in the home res idence of the I-Ian'o Saybs. l The Han o 

Saybs contributed a lot as teache rs, scholars, political leaders. public fi gu res, and arbitrators in 

the life of Agarfa and Arsi -Bale in genera l. Their manuscripts are the main focus of thi s stud y. In 

thi s co llection there are various kinds of manuscripts: some deal with astronomy, astrology, 

jurisprudence. literature. grammar. measurement. traditi onal fo lk hi story. and even a marriage 

! I do not know the precise location ol"the other \WO collections. 
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cont ract. In gene ral. these man uscripts give the subjecti ve impress ion of great age. both in their 

covers and in the ir paper. 

1.1.1 DesCl"iption of Research Area 

Agarfa woreda is located in the northwest of Ba le zone. Bale is located at 5° 22' to 8° 08'N and 

38° 52 ' to 42° 14 ' E covering an area of7 1,208 square kilometers2 It is one of the twelve zones 

in Oromia Regional State of Ethi op ia , sharing borders with Somali Reg ional State to the east and 

SNNp3 to the west; its capita l c ity is Robe. Bale is named after the former kingdom of Bale 

(S ultanate of Bale) which was in approximately the same place. 4 Based on the 2007 census th is 

Zone has a total popu lation of 1,402,492, and the do minant ethnic group is the Oromo (91.2%)5 

[t is known for its mountains and it is the place of w ild coffee (Coffee Arabica). It is also home 

to halfofthe population of the Ethiopian Wolf and the largest population of the Mountain Nya la. 

Some of the hi storical places in Bale are Dirre Say!] Hussein or Anajina, which is fou nd in 

Gololcha district in northeast Bale, and the Sof-Umar caves. 

Aga rfa woreda is located at 7°20'N and 39°20'E. According to the stati sti ca l agency in 2005, thi s 

woreda has an esti mated area of 1,2 13 square ki lometers; the 2007 national census repo rts its 

population as 102, 1106 The majority of the inhabitants are Mus lim (76.64%) and the largest 

ethn ic group is the Oromo (87.46%)7 Aga rfa is bordered on the south by Sinanana Dinsho 

wo reda, on the west by Mirab Arsi Zone, on the north by the Wabe Shabel le Ri ver which 

separates it from Arsi Zone, and on the east by Gasera and Gololcha d istrict. The woreda has two 

towns, Agarfa town and ' All. 

2 Orol1lia Culture and Tourism Bureau. 
J Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peop les Regional State of Ethiopia. 
, Ketema Mesqala 200 I . 
, CSA 2005 Natio"al Stat istics. 
(, 2007 Popu lat ion and I-lousing CenslIs or Ethiopia: Results for Oroll1ia Reg ion. 
i 1994 Population and I-Iollsing CenslIs of Ethiopia: Results for Oromia Region , Vol. I, part I. 
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Fo lk etymolog ies relate the term Bali (i.c. anc ient name of Bale) to the Gada tradit ion. that is. to 

the Oromo words baala (land) or baalli (the pol iti ca l power in the Gada system). (Umer Nurc 

2006: 19). Ba le is the center o f vario us trad itiona l pilgrimage sites, es pec iall y the shri ne to Sayb 

Hussein at Anaji na . 

1.2 Statement of the problem 

"Most of the Arabic literature of Ethiopia is contained in manuscripts that remai n until 

now, not onl y unpubli shed but even unnoticed in pri vate collections or publi c librar ies a ll 

over the country. " (A. Gori 2006: 3) 

A fine exampl e o f thi s is the Harro Saybs' collection , whi ch consists mostl y of printed books but 

a lso includes seven manuscripts. The stud y of manuscri pts in Bale is a resea rch vo id. 

Braukamper and 0steb0 have mentioned the richness of manuscripts in Bale and particularly 

Agarfa, and two photos hom one o f the Harro Saybs' manuscripts in Agarfa have been published 

by 0steb0 (2008: 174), but with on ly a very brief mention. T hat manusc ri pt is included in the 

present thesis. T he purpose of the thesis is to present and explore thi s untouched area of 

manuscript studies. 

1.3 Significance of the study 

The Harro Saybs are al most unknown to academic scholarship, yet they were important scholars 

and teachers, both inside and outside Bale, and contri buted a lot to other Muslim teaching centers 

in the country. As such, it is useful and important to present thei r manuscript collection in proper 

philologica l form . In fact, some of the man uscripts in the Harro SaYbs' co ll ection are quite old, 

dated l oth century Hijra (1 t h century AD), as wil l be discussed in chapter 3. This makes the 

project at hand part icul arl y val uab le. 

3 



Another important feature of the I-Iarro SaYQs manuscripts is th eir d ive rsity. They include both 

re li g ious and sec ul ar sc ientifi c tex ts which deal with as tronomy. log ic. metrics. j urisprudence. 

gender, grammar, hi sto rical fragments. prai se of the Prophet, bio logy, measureme nt, the study of 

the holy Qur ' an , etc . Such variety, as far as I know. is not common in Ethiopia within a s ingle 

Arab ic manuscript collection. Also philological study of astronomy texts among students at 

Add is Ababa Uni versity is (as far as I know) thus far nonexi stent. 

1.4 Objectives of the Study 

General Objective 

To catalogue the seven manuscripts in the Harro SaYQs' co llection in Agarfa, Bale. 

Specific Objectives 

,/ To present the tex t of one of these manuscripts dea ling with astronomy, with annotated 

trans lation. 

,/ To give biographica l sketches of the Harro SaYQs, who assembled the co ll ecti on. 

1.5 Limitations of the Study 

There are several manuscript collections in Agarfa, but in thi s study I have limited myse lf to 

description of the Harro SaYQs' co ll ection. The scarcity of knowledgeable elders who know the 

hi story and background of the Harro SaYQs, and the di spersa l of their students all over Ethiop ia, 

placed another limitation on the study. 

1.6 Methodology 

The seven manuscripts that I catalogued were photographed with di gi tal camera, and the 

astronomy text was typed a nd translated. The cata logu ing was done fo ll owing standard 

philolugicalmethods. 

4 



I. 

The analys is of the astronomy text req uired expert information. Thus I consul ted experts at the 

Ast ronomy Department here at Addis Ababa Un iversity. and I al so consulted reference books 

like the Encyclopedia 0/ Islam. Three Muslim scholars helped me (Say l] Kamal, Say I] Adam 

Musa and Ato Abdulkarim); addi ti ona ll y, interviews were done with loca l scholars at Agarfa 

and other parts of Bale, Arsi and Hararge. 

1.7 Islamization of Bale (with literature review) 

The research deals with the hi story and co ll ections of Oromo 'lIlallltF in Bale. The coming of 

'iilama' to Agarfa became one main reason for the establi shment and deve lopment of Islam in 

Bale, where Arabic flouri shed and became the language of reli gion and of teaching centers there. 

Thi s section presents prev ious studies done on Arabic and Islamization in Bale. 

As mentioned in World ErhnographicSurvey by Yo ru k, Meba ( 1984) , the Oromo live in the area 

fro m northeastern Ethiopia to east central Kenya and from the borders of Sudan to Somali a. 

Withi n Oromo terri tory, Muslim-dom inated areas are in the north part of Arsi Bale, in the area 

surrounding Harar (Hararge), in the Wallo area, especia ll y Yejju and Warra Azebo (Raya), and 

in the five Oromo Gibe states of .fimma, Limmu, Gera, Gumma, and Gomma, which became 

Muslim in the first hal f of the eighteenth century. 

Med ieval Bale province was bordered by vari ous neighbor states; accord ing to Braukamper these 

were Dawaro and Sarka in the north, I-1adiyya in the west, Adal in the east and unidentifi ed 

prov inces in the south . It was a significant battl eground fo r the wa rs between the lowland 

Muslims and the Chri sti an kingdom (Braukamper 2004:80). An earl y study devoted to medieval 

BaiT is Cerulli ( 1938). 

5 



Arabi c is used not onl y by the Oromo of Bale but al so among the Harm·i. Amhara. Argobba and 

other peoples of Ethiopia. Arabic. in fac t. has been the language of religion and cultu re among 

Eth iopian Muslims fo r centuries. In medieval times va rious peoples of Ethiopia, especial ly the 

sultanates, used Arab ic as their offi cial language and the language in which they documented 

their history. One of earl iest known sul tanates which used Arabic as their official language was 

the MaQzumite (Sawa) Sultanate (10111 _1 3111 centuries; see Wagner 2007). 

Li ke the other su ltanates of southern Ethiopia, Bale was establ ished between the 11111 and the 13 111 

cen turi es. Its histo ry is related to Sayb Hussein in the ea rl y 13 111 century; his shrine became a 

center of diffusion of Islamic knowledge and a meeting place for al l Musl ims in Southern 

Ethi opia (Mohammed Hassen 2003: 458). One of the earli er sul tanates around Bale was 

Arababni, which was a small Musli m provi nce fou nd in today's Arsi province, south of the Awas 

River. It was one of seven Muslim trad ing states in southern Ethiopia; the others were Dara, Ifat, 

Dawaro, Hadi yya, Sarha and Bale which belonged to the Muslim belt or fringe (a/-!iraz 01-

lslami) (Muth 2003: 294). 

Maqrizl too, in his Book of/he True Knowledge of/he His/ory of/he Muslim Kings in Abyssinia. 

states about the sul tanate of Bali that it was bordered by the medieval Muslim states of Diiwaro 

and Sarka in the north, Hadya in the west, Adal in the east and the vast graz ing lands of the 

Oromo pastoralists in the south. (Manuscri pt translation by G.W.B. Huntingford : 1895). 

The Bale area remains to a large extent ignored by the scho larly li terature on Ethiopia. The most 

noti ceable exceptions is the work of the anthropologist Ulrich Braukii mper, al though thi s is not a 

study of manuscri pts. Braukamper (2004: 155) states that the Islam ization of earlier peoples 

living in preselll-ciay Bale terr itory goes back to the early 13 111 century A.D. He says that the 

6 



Oromo had a long cu lt ural as we ll as religious contact with the Arab world which brough t 

Islamic literature and religi on. Teferi (2006 : 22) writes that the Oromo probably made cultural 

and religious contact wi th the Islamic worl d in the second half of the l3'h century. Thi s was 

through Islamization processes first made in Bale Sul tanate, the place where, according to Teferi. 

the Oromo were living before the I O'h century. 

The Wabe Shabele Ri ver has trad itionall y been a focal point fo r the phys ica l description of Bale. 

Arsi is trad itionall y divided into tlu'ee pa rts by the Wabe River: ArsT GadabT in the wes t, ArsT 

Dlda 'a in the north, and ArsT Bale in the east. Thi s is based on how the Arsi-Bale people 

themselves have trad itionally given a picture of their own living area. However, according to 

Gori's article on Rab;' al-Quhlb (2003:62), Bale is divided in to two parts namely Dida and Balah 

by the Wabe River. This reflects the physical perspective of the people of Anajina, who used to 

di vide Arsi into two according to their own geographi cal viewpoint fro m Anajina. 

The shrine ofSayb Husse in , which is fo und in Anaji na (Di rre Sayb Hussein) in the northeast part 

of Bale, has a valuable contribution to make to the history of the expansion of Islam in Bale. The 

three known hagiographies of Say!] Husse in of Bale are RabT' al-Quhlb, Nuzhal al- 'Asror and 

Nasabuhu al-Sarif. In RabT' al-Quhlb Sayl] Hussein appears as a contemporary of the Yemani 

scholars FaqTh Abo 'Abbas, AI)mad ibn Ujayl, and Isma'l l AI-I:la<;tramT, who were sa id to have 

li ved between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries. According to Rabl' al-Qllhlb, the Oromo 

resisted the missionary endeavors of Say!] Husse in (Gori 2003: 6 1). The shrine of Say!] Husayn 

is an important symbol for peaceful relations, social interaction, and cultural exchanges among 

people of di fferent ethnic, religious, lingui stic, and politica l backgrounds as di scussed in Jeylan 

(200 I). 

7 
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Further, Foucher (1994:72) believes that thc i lll' /iva (saints) of Bale legend are to be connected 

wit h the namcs of 11 4 I-Iarar C/l l' liya who are belicved to have spread Islam in Hara r. In previous 

studies on Hararge. the link between the ' t/lamc/' and learni ng centers of Harar and of Bale is 

mentioned. Some studies whi ch have discussed thi s issue are Trimingham ( 1952), Burton (1860), 

and Abbas Ahmed (1992). 

Although we do not have documented primary information, the end of the 12th century up to the 

14th century are considered as the pioneer phase of Islamizat ion in Bale, as stated in Guidi 

( 1889: 12), Littmann (191 4:26), Braukamper (2002: 131), and Huntingfo rd ( t 965: 129). The 

soldiers' songs in praise of the Christi an Emperor Amda Tsion (13 14-1 344) which mention his 

victory over AIT, the rul er of Bale, most probab ly in the 1330's, are one source of valuable 

informat ion. 

Braukamper (2004: 155) states that in the ea rl y 13'h century the Oromo expansion isolated Arsi 

fro m other neighbor Muslim states. Haberl and (1 963: 28) writes that [slamic and Arabic 

literature in Arsi-Bale ori ginally spread from northern Somali land via Zeila to Arsi-Bale, though 

it is diffi cult to know exactl y when the Oromo of Bale accepted Islam. Informants say that Islam 

began in Bale even before Sayl] Hussein . Stanley (1967 : 19) also argues that the Oromo are the 

first inhabi tants of Bale. 

0stebo (2008: 87) states: 

By the middle of the 19'h century, Islam had been firml y establi shed in the central 

highl ands of Bale like Agarfa. Shafila, Koloba, 'AIT , Qaso and Madarsho had 

already embraced [slam.( .. . ) The northern districts of Gasera and Go lolcha, the areas 
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around Robe and Goba as we ll as the eastcrn areas towa rds Go ro and Gi nir wcre 

now completel y Islami zed. 

Studies made on Say!] Husse in have most ly been based on a limited num ber of primary and 

secondary sources. Amo ng the contributi ons on Say!] Husse in 's career are Ceru ll i (1922 :18 1). 

And rzej ewski ( 1972, 1974, and 1975), Baxter ( 1987), Peli zzari (1993) , Trimingham (1952), Gori 

( 1994 and 2006) , Braukamper (1986 and 2002). 0steb0 (2005 and 2008), and unpub lished 

theses of Eshetu Setegn (1973), Abbas Ahmed (1992), M indaye Abebe (2005), and Umer Nure 

(2006). 

The hi story of Islami zation of Bale is part of the Islamizat ion of Arsi. Especia ll y re levant studies 

on Islam in Arsi have been do ne by Temam Haj i (2002) [slam in Arsi, Braukamper (1989) 

" Islamization of Arsi Oromo", Braukiimper (2002) and Abbas Haji ( 1982) The His/olY of Arsi 

01'01110. 

Others too who wrote at thes is leve l spec ificall y on Bale are Aberra Ketse la (1971), Assefa 

Teshome (1990) , Ketema Meske la (200 I), M indaye Abebe (2005), Sintayehu Kassaye (1985), 

and studi es at thes is level focu sing pa rti cularl y on Islam in Bale were done by Aman Seifedin 

(1987), Eshetu Setegn (1973) , Fekado Beyene ( 1996), Umar N ure (2006), Talje 0steb0 (2008), 

Mindaye Abebe (2005) , and Jeylan Woli yi (200 I ). 

During the 18'h and 19'h centuri es Islam started to play an important role in the politi ca l hi story 

of the country, espec ia ll y in southeastern Ethiop ia, as dealt with by Cerulli ( 197 1), Trim ingham 

(1952), Andrezejews ki (1972, 1974) and I. M. Lewis (1980). Works covering the Bale area in 

contemporary times have been done by Andrzej ewski ( 1972, 1974, 1975) and A lessandro Go ri 

( 1997). wri ting on various aspects of the shrine of Say!] Hussein. as we ll as the contributions by 

9 
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Gebru Tareke ( 1977. 1991. 2000) who has written about the modern political hi story o/" Bale 

with particu lar reference to the armed insurgencies in the 19605 and 1970s. There are also studies 

related to Bale which in one way or anothe r deal with Oromo history and culture. Such studies 

have been done by Asmarom Leggese (1973 , 2006), Braukamper (1980), Haberland (1963) , 

Mohammed Hassen (1994), and Schlee (1989). Huntingford (1975), drawing on and evaluating 

previous write rs' work, adds useful information on Orol11o hi story. 

Of the many studies which have been done by students of Arabic Philology at Addis Ababa 

University, some are important to mention due to their relevance to this thesis, such as The 

contribution ofSaYb lvluhammed Jajl! to Arabic literature in Arsi by Hassan Muhammad (2008) , 

Sheikh Hussein Kimo 's (Sultan Hussein's) poetry manuscript and its culturer! importance fnr the 

Arsi aroma by Abduselam Mohammed Ali (2008), The 'Ajami aroma interpretation of Qatro 

Ajurrumiyya by . Abda ll a I:ladTr, Analysis (if Arabic manuscripts of Sayb Muhammad Rasod by 

'Adnan Muhammad (2008), The Arabic numerology manuscripts of Sayb Muhammed Amon 

Hadaga of Arsi by Nuraddin 'Abda (2009), The biography and selected Arabic manuscript 

1II0rks of Sayb Sayyid Kamal by Remedan Ahmed (2008), A philological inquiry into SaY[7 

Ahmad Sayb Siroj 's Biri/li! Sa/a (Ajami-Oromo) manzlima by Muhammad Hakim (2007) , and 

Gender issues in the Diwon (court) in Harar and the sigil (register) by Muna Abubaker (2008). 

However, al most nothing has appeared speci fically about Agarfa or the Harro Sayl]s; the only 

such work I have come across is 0 stebo (2008: 83-85). No study has been done so far on the 

I-larro Sayl]s ' co llection, nor (as far as I know) on any Arabic Ethiopian astronomical manuscript. 

The present thesis is the tlrst study on the Harro SaYDs' co llection and the first to focll s on 

astronomy. 
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1.8 General History of Islam in Ethiopia (with Litcraturc Review) 

Thi s rev iew 0 1' literature presents re levant studics made on Isla m in Ethiopia in ge neral. The 

hagiograph ica l literature 01' Gc' cz gadfOf includes manuscrip t arch ives and hi sto ri ca l documents 

of major soc io-economic importance (Stuart Munro-Hay: 2002: 3 1), Similarl y, Ethiop ian ' I/fallla ' 

a lso did a lot for the documentation of Muslim hi sto ry in Ethiopia, especia ll y since the harsh 

times of Yohannes IV, Hi storical and ph il o logical studies have contributed a lot to our 

understanding of Arabic Islamic literature in Ethiopia though much remai ns unstudi ed, Arabic 

and its script ha ve been used in Ethiopia by both Musli ms and Chri stians for purposes of 

reli g ion, culture, trade. and so on. Chri st ian Arabic li terature is very rich, and manuscripts from 

Egypt and/or the Middle East must have been circulating in the Chri stian part of Ethiopia since 

earl y times. T he main evidence for this is translations from Arabic to Ge ' ez as discussed e.g. in 

Murad Kam il (1942) and Kropp ( 1986) (see Gori 2007:744). 

Islamic relig ion and soc iety have contributed in maj or ways to the hi story and culture of 

Ethiopia. Not on ly thi s : even in order to know the hi story of Islam In Afri ca as a whole it is 

important to know the hi story of Islam in Ethiopia . On the other hand it is crucia l to know the 

contact and relations between Islam and Chr ist ianity, A lso the works done by S ihabadd in, the 

chronicler of Imam Ahmed Gragn between the 16'h and l 7'h centuries, and the wo rks done by 

different European travelers and mi ssionari es are precious in o rder to get a clear image of the 

territory and the sit uation of the people between the 16'h and the 19th centuri es, though a ll these 

sources need careful in vesti gati on and compari son with other sources (Husse in Ahmed 1992). 

Some ancient Arab scholars gave some information on Islam in Ethiopia. The best known we re 

AI-Maqri zi, AI-Mas ' Ddi. AI-Ya ' qDbT. AI-' umarT. AI-QalqashandT. A bCI DawDd. Ibn tla!dClI1. 

' Arab Faqih . and AI-Tabar!. 
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In the t\\ entieth century one of the most fam ous scholars of Ethiopian and Somali studies was 

Enri co Ceru lli ; many Arabi c manllscripts of' Ethiopia were translated by hilll into Italian and 

some into English. Addit ionally many works in Arabic on Islamic hi story in Ethiopia have been 

published recently, among them books by Yusuf Ah med, Sadiq Pasha, and Ibrahim Tarkan (see 

Husse in Ahmed 1994). One of the important younger scholars working today is A. Go ri . In hi s 

first assessment of the holdings of the Vatican co ll ection presented at Addis Ababa Uni vers ity in 

September 2012. there are 1.200 Arab ic Islamic manuscripts found in the co llection. These 

manuscripts come from all over the Islamic world, Morocco, Turkey, Ethiopia and others. 8 

In addition to manuscript stud y, some anthropological studies have dealt with Arabic 

insc riptions. [n northeastern Sawa there are archaeological si tes of hi stori cal ruins of the Asberi 

mosque, which have readable Arabic letters that were written during the Ifat sultanate. One sll ch 

inscription gives the title of Rais ' Ali ibn Ma li k ibn Ma li k (i.e. Governor ' Ali , son of the King 

son of the King) followi ng the name of the rul er. (Chernet T il ahun. PI CES 1990: I: 310). 

Outside Ethiopia. in Italy, two major co llections of Arabic Islamic manuscripts are found in the 

Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana (Vatican Library co ll ection) and Biblioteca Civica (Car lo 

Bonetta) of Pavia. The Vatican co llect ion consists of Cerull i's collection from Somalia and Harar 

which he donated to the Vatican library in 1963. Four of Cerulli 's collections fro m I-larar are 

catalogued by Levi della Vida (1965). Also twel ve other manusc ri pts co llected by Robecchi 

Bricchett i (1888-89) and donated in 1926 were cata logued by Renato Traini and kept in the Civic 

Library of Pavia.( Gori 2007: 745). 

S Quot ed ti'olll presentation. Addis Ababa Uni versity. 20 12. 
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On the other hand in Gcrmany there arc 22 Arabic man uscripts collec ted by Il ans Martin 

Schl obies during hi s stay in Ethiopia ( 1925-28) and ke pt in the Prcuss ische Akadcmic in Berlin 

and catalogued by Ewald Wagner. The Staatsbibl iothek in Berli n has 2 1 origi nal Ethiopian 

Arabic manusc ripts collected by Wagner in 1966 and 1972 when he was in I-lara 1', almost a ll of 

them published. This library also contains 15 copies of Arabic manuscripts from the IES and 

from the Lewis co ll ect ion of London. The Nati onal Library of France contains 6 Eth iopian 

Arabic manuscripts including one fro m Harar which was co llected in 1890 by Paulitschke from 

Amir Abdullah i of Harm and catalogued by Blochet ( 1925: 45).( Ibid). 

The Austrian traveler Philip Pau litschke co llected two sets of manuscri pts of chants in the Harm·i 

language written in Arabic characters in Harar in 1885. On the other hand, Engineer Bri cchett i 

Robecchi brought two sets of manuscri pts from Harar wh ich he kept in hi s personal col lection 

and which are not pub li shed yet (Hassen Kawo 2008: 12). 

The Dutch scholar A.J . Drewes (1976) acquired manuscripts in Ethiopia which are kept in hi s 

private col lection. The Russ ian trave ler Nikolay Gumilev also co llected manuscripts (i·om 

Ethiopia which are kept in the Saint Petersburg branch of the Institute of Orienta l Stud ies of the 

Russ ian Academy of Sciences (Gori 2005: 2). 

The National Archive and Library of Ethiopia (NALE) in Addis Ababa has co llected some 

Arabic manuscripts which include Qur'an, but with no philological study or description attached 

to them. Jomier ( 1967: 292) reported four or fi ve manuscripts in the mosque of Dire Dawa. (EAE 

3: 745). 

One of the few cataloguing projects on Eth iopian Islam ic manuscripts to have been done so far 

was conducted by the Institute of Ethiopian Studies. In thi s co llect ion 157 manuscr ipts arc 
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ca talogued. among them 140 Arabic. 12 Il arari and I Oromo man usc ri pts. (Gori Presentation. 

Addi s Ababa Uni ve rsity: 20 12) . 

The definiti ve survey on Islam in Ethiopia was done by J.S. Trimingham ( 1952). Stud ies on 

Islam in Ethiopia have also been done by nati ve scholars. Additionall y Ewald Wagner has 

catalogued the Ethi opian Arabic and Islamic literature (Wagner 1997). 

Recent years have seen an increase in stud ies of islam in contemporary Ethiopia as in the wo rk 

of scholars such as .I on Abbink (1998, 2007), Abebe Kitl ayesus (1995), Tim Carmichael (1996), 

Eloi Ficquet (2006), as well as various studi es by Husse in Ahmed (1994b; 1989a; 1 989b; 2006). 

(Husse in Ahmed, 2007. overview of recent works on fslam in Ethiopia). 

Many known scholars, both Ethiopians and foreigners, have referred to Arabic sources in the ir 

work. Some of them are Yilma Dheressa, Husse in Ahmed, Trimingham, Lapi so, Taddesse 

Tamrat, Cerulli , Sergew I-Iable Sellassie, Teklatsadik Makuria, Mohammed Hassen, 

Braukamper, Bahru Zewde etc. 

Studies on [slam in Ethiopia from a hi storical perspective have been done by Aman Seifedin 

(2006) , Umer Nure (2006) Nega Aba Jebel (1986). Mindaye (2005), and others. Husse in Ahmed 

in co llaboration with Wagner and O'Fahey documented the works of local scholars on Arabic 

and 'Ajam i. (See documented works of Hussein Ahmed by Kamal Abdul-wahab). 

The contribution of Muslim say l]s who come from Wallo also played an important role in the 

history of the expansion of Islam of the Arsi Oromo of Bale . The Wa ll o say bs migrated to Bale 

due to rel igious persecution in the time of Emperor Yohannes IV (1872-1889) (M indaye 102: 

2005). The development of Islamic literature in other. non-Ethiopian regions of the Horn al so has 

had a va luable contribution to the hi story of Islam in Bale. 
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Chapter Two 

y 

The Biography of the Harro Sayhs 

Biography, like sc ience beg ins with fact. It presents the specific reality of se lected indi vidua ls. It 

is concerned with heredity, ancestry, place, birth , education , marriage, achieve ment and death. 9 

The word Il a rro is derived fro m a mountain near Aga rfa in Bale. in which eve ry year M01ll/id 01-

Nobi (b irthday of the Prophet) is celebrated. The I-Iarro Say!]s over the ge nerations have been 

many in num ber. They are al l members of the same fam il y, a ll li v ing in Agarfa. O ne of them is 

the religious and soc ial leader of the community; when he dies or retires hi s position is filled by 

another Harro Say!]. 

The main source used for thi s biographical sketch is interviews with the Harro Say!]s' fa mil y 

members, especiall y Say!] Kam al, Rabi"a (wife of the late Say!] Abdul-Jalfl) , Salman (grandson 

of Say!] Abdul-Jalfl), Heydar (son of Say!] Kamal) and other non-re latives who also li ve there. 

Say!] Kamal was my chie f in fo rm ant. I a lso used in some places the books by 0 stebo and 

Braukamper w hich present detailed studies on Islam of Bale. Finall y I used phys ical sources li ke 

manuscripts, photographs. seals. certificate. g ifts, and others in thi s and in other chapters too. 

The Han'o Say!]s contributed a lot to the expansion of Islam in Agarfa and the surroundin g areas. 

Bes ides being respected as scholars of Islam, these public fi gures were moreover known for their 

koramas or miracl es . 

l} Il1Ierpreling Lileralltre ( 1963). p.9. 
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SOl11e sc holars a lso represent i\garla as an il11portant placc 1'0 1' the c l11ergence of ' /ilallla ' in Bale. 

Thus Ostebo (2008: 83 ). referrin g to Braukaillpe r (2002). desc ribes Agarl~l as a "signili cant 

centre ta r Islamic teaching". 

To describe a ll thc I-Iarro Saybs ove r the last several centuri es is not poss ib lc. T here is a lack or 

primary sourccs, and fewer and fewer knowledgeable elders. No one has documented their 

biographies in w ri ting . Therefore I wi ll present the biograp hy of onl y six Saybs. 

As my informant Sayb Kama l to ld me, thei r ori g inal ancestor was an Arab named Haji Na~ir 

who was bo rn in l:Iijaz. then went to Libya, and fina ll y came to Ethiopia and specifically Bale 

several centuries ago (no exact date was given). On the othe r hand , o thers of the Harro Saybs 

sa id that they are O romo of Bale. Also sO llle of the other clans in Ars i Bale link themse lves to 

Haji Na~ir, and some clans cla im an unspecified descent frol11 the Arabs . At the same ti me thi s 

ki nd of folk hi sto ry is co 111 111 on among the Muslims of Eth iopia. who link their ancestry to the 

Prophet to be respected in the society. So th is kind o f oral information shou ld be treated with 

caution. 

My in fo rl11ant Say I] Kal11al showed l11e a fal11i ly tree ( in prose) of the Harro Saybs going back to 

Haji Na~ ir and then bac k to "A li , taken fro l11 a note on th e back of hi s Qudin . A photo of thi s 

docul11ent appears be low, followed by an English trans li terati on. 
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Figure 1: Genealogy of Harro Say !Js. 

IT nlnslation :1 (The) In the name of Allah the Most Gracious the Most Merciful 

Genealogy of Aba I:!amidii Family: 

Sayl] Kamal ibn Haj i Mui)ammad ibn Sayl] 'Abdul wahab ibn Sayl] Ylinus ibn Sayl] ' Isma'i l ibn 

Sayl] 'Abd ul la hi ibn Say!] 'A I! ibn Say!] Mui)am l1lad ibn Say I] Tamam ibn Sayb Mui)ammad ibn 

Sayy id Mudar10 ibn Sayy icl Na~rA ll ah ibn Sayy id Abdul -Salam ibn Sayy id Fati)A llah ibn Sayy id 

Salim ibn Sayyicl Muslim ai-H amdan! Sayyid Ylll1US ai-Hamdan! ibn Sayyid "'Ayyub ibn Sayy id 

Isl)aq ibn Sayy id IbrahIm ai -H amdan! ibn Sayy id "'Abmad ibn Sayyid 'Abbas ibn Sayy id Yusuf 

ibn Sayyid 'Abdul-Sa lam ibn Sayy id fVi ul)am mad ibn Sayy icl Hasan ibn Sayy icl 'A bd ul lah i al-

I ii According to my in formant Say!] Kamal. Mudar is <Ill allces to r of the Madarshoo clan in Arsi. 
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I.l amdanl ibn Sayyid I~usa )'n al-SibtT ibn Imam ' All m<ly All ah honor and bless him . lie is the 

son of Abu Talib ibn 'A bdul-Munalib ibn I las im ibn 'A belu Manaf ibn Qusayyi ibn Kil ab ibn 

Murra ibn Ka' b ibn LU' iyy ibn Ga li b ibn Fahr ibn Malik ibn al-Na<;lar ibn Kanana ibn tluzayma 

ibn Mad raka ibn Jlyas ibn Mudar ibn Ma"d ibn 'Adnan on 151h of Safar 1425 H. 

Of the Harm Sayus I will di scuss the following six, who are among the best-known members of 

the fam ily: 

I. Say!] ' Isma'll ibn Sayu ' Abdullahi (1790- 1860) 

2. Say!] Yll11US ibn Say!] ' [smalll ( 181 0-1 870) 

3. Say!] ' Abdulwahab ibn Say!] Yll11US ( 1839-1942) 

4. Haj i Mul)ammacl ibn Say\] IAbdul wahab (1889- 1985) 

5. Sayu 'A bdul-JalTl ibn Haji Mul)ammad (1909- 1994) 

6. Sayl) Kamal ibn Haji Mul)ammad (1947-now) 

Say!] Kamal did not give me any years of birth or death ; rather, the year of death was descri bed 

in terms of some wel l-known histor ical events. These events are datable; and together with the 

age at death , they give us a year of birth and death . 

2.1 Sayl] '/Jsmii'\I ibn Sayl] 'AbdulHihi (1790-1860) 

There is no written source for the biography of the Say!]s. The only source is oral in formation 

fro m members of the fam ily, who usuall y remember very little because so much time has gone 

by since the Say!]s li ved. During the interviews I tri ed to ask in detai l about the biographies but 

for most of the Say!]s they onl y remembered thei r name. 

Say!] "[small l was born in I 790 to hi s father Say!] "Abdullahi (al so known as Aba Il amldo) in the 

prl'scllt Aga rl'a arca. Bal e. Oromi a region. Say!] '/ lsmiil, 1 \\as a wcll-known re li gious lcachLT who 
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contrib uted to the ex pansion 01' Islam in Bale. When the yo ung '1Isma"il was 7 yea rs old he 

disappeared. and for seven years no one knew where he lias. Then he was found in a pl ace ca ll ed 

Sof-Umar Hul uqa where he had been acquiring re ligious knowledge. Additionall y Say!] '1 Isma',1 

took over the position of hi s father Say!] "Abdullahi in '11m (i.e. higher level of Islamic reli gious 

education) after hi s fathe r died. Also he was the fir st of the Harro Say!]s to celebrate Mawliel al-

Nabi on Harro mounta intop outside Agarfa (0steb0 2008: 83). 

My informant said that after that he was comI11unicating with the Jinn "spirits", which led him to 

qua rrel and be disagreeable with people. So he moved slightly outside of Agarfa, to Tullu 

Hambalat, located at the entrance to Agarfa town. 

Say!] ' Isma'll. together with the help of Say!] Ma"rLifGuddi " li'om Wa ll o,12 con tri buted a lot to 

the development of Agarfa as a center of Islam ic teach ing. His son, Say!] Ylin us, took over hi s 

pos ition after hi s death on Monday. Rabi" al-Awwal, 1860 u His death occurred during the time 

of the Kifu-Qan or Great Famine, during the reign of Menelik II. At hi s funera l there were onl y 

four people who ca rried him to his burial place. and one who put him in hi s grave. During hi s 

and his father's time the significance of Agarfa as an Islamic center increased. 14 

2.2 Say!] Y unus ibn Say!]IIsmii ''11 (\8\ 0-\870) 

Al so our knowledge or Say!] Ylinus is limited due to lack of written sources and ora l informants. 

Sayl) Ylinus was one of the famo us 'Ulama of the 191h century. He was a religious teacher in the 

tradi tion of hi s family; he was also a judge. He contributed even more than hi s father not only to 

II Sayb Ma~rlifGl1ddi was a person of Arab descent who came rrom Wallo to Agarfa to organi ze ce lebrati on of 
Mawlid . He also train ed both Say~ iAbdullahi (father) and Say!] 'lsma5T1 (son) in the practi ce of Mawli d on 
Haillba lat hil l. 
12 Informant: Sayb Kamal. 
I.~ Informan t: Rabi1a. the wife of hi s grandso l1 Say l] ' Abdu LlaIT!' 
II Informant: Say!] Kamal. 
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!\ gar t[l but also to the peopl e or Arsi and Bale in general. li e al so continued th e practice or 

ce lebrating ,V/r/ll'lid ul- /Vuhi. He died on Ivlonday. Rabi\ al -Awwal . 18 70 . Then his son 

IA bdulwahab (la ter Say!] 'Abdulwahab) took over the position of his fat heL IS 

Afte r th e death of Say!] qsma'll and Say!] Yunus the ir graves were made shrines at the end of the 

191h century. 16 Sayo Yunus's teaching place was under the sacred tree Oda l 7
, un li ke the place of 

hi s fat her and hi s chil dren. 

2.3 Say!] l'Abdulwahab ibn SaYh Yiinus (1839-1942) 

He is wel l known among the Harro Sayos, who earned a reputation as one of the greatest \ 

rulamft ) of 191h century Bale. ls He was born in 1839 in Agarfa Bale and li ved fo r over a century. 

Hi s fat her was Say!] Yunus and his mother was ;\m ina. 

Sayi] 'A bdul wahab was the paramoun t QaQi at Agarfa during the Ita li an invasion. Throughout 

his li fe he accumulated lega l experience. He studied !jlm in many places of the country and 

under many different Say!]s, which give him the chance to meet and learn from many e lites, both 

secul ar and religious. A mong hi s teachers was Say!] Al; mad Wa ll o, who arri ved from Wo ll o 

toward the end of the 191h century and settl ed in Bale at I-Iachacha in the Go lolcha distri ct; he 

played an im portant ro le in the training of emergi ng indigeno us litial11ft ) in Bale. Another teacher 

was Say!] Ahmad of lndato (a diffe rent person). Say!] IAbdu lwa llab lea rned in a harsh time whe n 

there were di ffi cul ties in po li tics and in ord inary life. 19 

15 Informant: Rabi ~a. 
16 0 stebo (2008: 84). 
17 Oda is a famous tree which is llsed as a meet ing place by Oroma elders. This tree bears seed but no fruit. It played 
an important rol e in the Gada system. 
IS OSlebo (2008: 84). 
I') fnforlll ant: Rabi l3 . 

20 



• 

A ner hi s studi es he returned to Aga rla and started to teach. The number of hi s students increased 

over time as many students li'om Arsi. Bale and Ilm'arge and indeed from eve ry corner of the 

country began to come and study un der him . 20 T he wo man scho lar ' ," ' isa bint "AIl Sul\an 

Gomma (see chapter 4) sent him a manuscr ipt as waqfdue to hi s eminent reputat ion. 

Sayb "Abdulwahab was the first j udge to get official recognition from the govern ment among the 

Harro Say!)s. His judgments were based on th e Qur'an (Hukm al-Qur'an). Th is shows us th e 

contribution of Eth iop ian 'u/amiil to th e equity and peace o f the soc iety befo re the advent of 

modern courts of law. Even today the peo ple of Agarfa use the Harro Saybs' arbitrat ion system, 

and the government gives officia l legal recognit ion to the I-Iarro Saybs21 

Say!) "Abdulwahab was also a publi c fi gure and a mediator between the soc iety and gove rnment. 

He worked to protect hi s peop le from governmental re li gio us bias. He was a proud nati onali st 

who did not tear o r hesitate to speak the truth 22 

One day Empress Zewditu (daughter of Me nilik II) summoned him to her palace for a d iscuss ion 

on religious maners. Her first question was "What is haral17 or forbidden in yo ur reli gion?'" His 

answer was "Even see ing or looking at your face is barall1". The Empress was taken aback and 

to ld him to leave the palace immed iately23 

When Emperor Hai le Se ll as ie came to power and Say!) ' Abdul wahiib understood the Emperor's 

hidden agenda to attack the Oromo Muslims of Bale, he im mediatel y started to med iate between 

the peo ple and the government of Haile Se llasie. For the rest of hi s life he contin ued to be 

20 Informant: Sayb Kamal. 
21 Ibid. 
~~ Infonmllll: Rsbi 'a. 
,.; Ibid. 
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Arier hi s studics he retu rned to Aga rfa and started to teach. The num ber o f hi s slUdents increased 

over ti me as many students I'rom Arsi. Ba le and Hararge and indeed I'ro m eve ry co rner of the 

country began to come and study under him . 20 The woman schola r 'A'isa bi nt ' All Sul\an 

Gomma (see chapter 4) sent hi m a manusc ript as waqj"due to hi s eminent reputation. 

Sayl] IAbdulwahab was the first judge to get ot1lcial recognition from the government among the 

Han'o Sayl)s. His judgments were based on the Qur ' an (\:Iukm al-Our' an). This shows us the 

contri buti on of Ethiopian 'ulama' to the equity and peace of the society befo re the advent of 

modern courts of law. Even today the people of Agarfa use the Harro Sayl]s ' arbitration system, 

and the govern ment gives offici al legal recogn ition to the Han'o Sayl]s2' 

Sayl] 'A bdulwa hab was also a pub li c fi gure and a medi ator between the soc iety and govemmenl. 

He worked to protect hi s people from goverrullental reli gious bias. He was a proud nati onalist 

who did not fcar or hesitate to speak the truth .22 

One day Empress Zewditu (daughter of Menil ik II ) summoned him to her palace for a di scussion 

on reli gious maners. Her first question was "What is baral11 or forbi dden in your re ligion?" His 

answer was " Even see ing or looking at yo ur face is haral11" . The Empress was taken aback and 

to ld him to leave the palace immediately2J 

When Empero r Haile Sellasie came to power and Say!] ' Abdu lwahab understood the Emperor's 

hidden agenda to attack the Oromo Muslims of Bale, he immed iate ly started to mediate between 

the people and the government of Haile Sellas ie. For the rest of hi s li fe he continued to be 

20 In formant: SaYD Kamal. 
" Ibid. 
~~ Informant: R Clbi ~a. 
'j Ibid. 
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mediator. arb itrator and spokesman of his peo ple. Th us Emperor Haile Se llas ie decided to 

reward him with gold and roya l ga rment of high qua l ity2. 

2' 1 Informan t: Rabi' El . 

Figure 2: A meda l awarded to Sayl] 

' Abdul wahab from Em peror Hai le 

Se llasie on hi s 251h co ronati on 

anniversary. 1948 EC ( 1956 AD). It 

was presented posthumously to hi s son 

(Muhammad). 

FigUt-e 3: Two go ld awards in the form of a star and crown 
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Figul'c 4 : A sil ver key handle of Say I] 'A bdul wahab. 

Figure 5: A ll the awa rds of Hail e Se ll asie I to Say l] ' Abdulwahab. 

Even though he was wo rking with the regime he was not happy with what the Emperor was 

doing in violation of human ri ghts. There was no court o f just ice in Aga rfa established by the 

emperor; the peo ple we re admin istered by Sari'a law25 

During the Ita lian invas ion he conti nued to be a pub li c fig ure and med iator, working on the 

issues of hi s peop le even more than befo re. Th is was due to the Ita li ans' diplomatic strategy of 

using Muslim fi gures as intermed iaries to commu nicate wi th the peop le . Among thi s the 

d iplomatic letter sent to Sayl] ' Abdu lwahiib fro m Eritrea by Sittlna A lawiya played an importan t 

25 Informant: Say!) Kamal. 
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ro le in help ing the Ita li an gove rn me nt to be accepted by the people o r Bale. For di scussion or 

S illlna Alawiya sec Chapter 4. sectio n (4.2. 1 )26 

In the Ital ian pe ri od. fo ur Ana (woreda) , that is, Gasera, Walase (Robe), Dinso and Agar f"a, met 

together in Agar fa fo r prayer at the ti me ond al-Fi\r. Thcy had no loudspeaker or l11inbar (cha ir). 

Rather. as the Sayl] was praying. a spokesperson s itting on top of a tree woul d an nounce. "The 

Sayl] is now do ing rukLi '" or "The Say l] is now do ing sujLicf'. etc. 

In fact the Oromo of Bale were happy in the change of regime due to the politica l pressure by the 

imperia l government who fo rced them to conform to the Amhara in cul ture, reli gion, and even in 

(perceived) ethn ici ty. The Emperor also degraded the Sayl]s and their teaching centers. Even if 

the people did what the gove rnors wanted, they did not get apprec iation or respect. Th is was a 

conducive environment to welcome the rtalians. 

Such autocrat ic ru le was offensive to people all over the country. There is a poem on thi s by the 

most famo us poet and scholar of the Oromo, Sayb Bakrl Sapp'a lo (1 895- 1980), as fo llows: 

Xaa liyaan taank ii gangalchee The Itali ans drove their tanks 

Gama ceekhaa daraa raa Towards the Oowering ceekaa tree 

Amaara galee fi xee They entered & fini shed off the Amhara 

Ak ka hoolaa baraa raa Like a sheep for the feast 

Moso looniin caccabsee Musso lin i destroyed them 

Mii la siree Amaaraa The legs of the Amhara throne 

Mooti chi dheefa deemee The king panicked and went into ex il e 

Goggogaan fuu la aaraa The skinny man with an angry face 

Mootii n hiyyeeysa miidhe The king who oppresses the poor 

Abad ull numa qaharaa27 Wi ll be overthrown 

16 Inlormant: Sayl] Kamal. 
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The poe l11 protests aga inst the harsh treatmcnt of the Amhara regime. The hatred ofthc Sayl]s. of 

Muslil11s in genera l. and of other ethni cit ies (except the Am hara) was the result 01' its considering 

th em as second-class citizens. So, the we lcome of th e Say \] s was important for the Ital ian 

government in becoming successfull y accepted by the society. Mohammed I-lassen commented 

on the above poem, in Journal o/Orol11o Studies (2003: 13), that Say!] Bakri is referring in thi s 

poem to the destruction of the power and throne of the oppressor. 

Say!] ' Abdu lwahiib also did even more than his predecessors for lvJaw/id al-Nabi. Indeed, the 

Harro hilltop outside Agarfa has become an ann ua l meeting place for the people of Arsi and Bale 

unti I today (0stebo 2008: 84). 

Say \] ' Abdulwahiib is also kn own fo r hi s karol71a (the ability to perform miracles), which ome 

people of Bale say he got from his fathe r and others say from SaYQ Na~ir. His karomas , as my 

info rm ant told me, were differen t from the miracles of others in terms of their immediate 

acceptance by Allah28 

Here is one of hi s karomas. A man cO l11m itted an offense against a poor man by demandi ng 

interest on a loan. He came to the court of the Say!], who asked the man to forg ive the poor man 

the interest. But he refused to accept the SaY!] ' s judgment. F inally he sa id to him, " You refuse to 

accept the rea lity that the man is poor and cannot pay interest. l{ you do not accept thi s j ud gment, 

let the tiger eat yo u". Then the man sa id to him, " I f the tige r eats me in the lowlands of Bale 

[where Agarfa is located] it is by you r karoma, but if it is in the highlands it is no t by your 

27 /Jar /sa Poellls by Mahcli Hamid Mude (p, 56) .. 
2S In forillant : Rabj'a. 
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karel/na."' A fter some days. the dead body o f this man was seen thrown around by a ti ger nea r hi s 

I . A C '9 lome 111 garfa. - . 

Say!] 'A bdu lwa hab was the fi rst orthe Harro Say!]s to have hi s own seal. Hi s sea l (which sti ll 

exists today) is made of sil ver or a Ma ri a Theresa dollar and it bears hi s na me and address30 See 

the figu re below. 

Figure 6: Seal I : Sayb 'Abdu lwahiib's sil ver seal, now found in the homc of the latc Say!] 

' Abd ul-JalTl . 

Remark:-The first photo shows the handle or reverse side of the sea l. The second and third 

photo show the sea l's imprint, both on the seal itse lf and when stamped on paper. It gives the 

name of Haji 'Abdul wahab Ylinus in both Arabic and ft dii l wri ting. It also bears an interesting 

symbo l: a M uslim cresent below a six pointed sta r. The six-pointed star is the symbol of 

Judaism; but it was also used by Hai le Sell asie, in combination with a cross (inside the star) , as a 

symbol of the Solomonic dynasty. On the Sayl] ' s sea l we see instead the combination of star wi th 

a Muslim crescent. Thi s is evidently a do uble allusion to the Sayb's Muslim identity and to hi s 

role as an offic ia l of Haile Sellasie. 

29 Informant: Salman . 
. W Informant: Sayl] KrltllJI. 
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Say!] 'A bdul wa hab was famou s among the Harm Say!]s fo r leaching "I/III and Islamic relig ion. 

Mo hammed Sati desc ribes hi m as a 'house of knowledge'. Mohammed continues by sayi ng lhal 

he was an arbitrator for bOl h Bale and (the rest 01) A rsi, Wilh no governmenl interference. Also 

Harm is a yearl y meeting place for both Arsi and Bale i.e. for the Oromo in genera l] I 

Say!] ' Abdul wahab died at the ve ry advanced age of 103. on Monday, Rabl" al-Awwal of 1942. 

He was succeeded by hi s son Haji Mu~ammad 32 

2.4 Haji Mul)ammad ibn Sayb 'A bdulwahab (1889-1985) 

The son of Sayl] 'Abdulwahab, he was born in Agarfa Bale in 1889. He was one of the known 

"ldamo' of the 20th century, though he was less illustrious than his fat her and hi s sons. His main 

concern was with the literacy of hi s people and safeguarding them fro m attack. He was acti ve in 

con fli ct resol ution as a judge for a ll the Arsi and Bale people. Additionall y Haj i Mullammad 

continued the ce lebration of Mawlid al-Nabi33 Like hi s father, he travelled throughout the 

country not onl y to learn 'Karama but also to teach and assign teachers ]4 He went on Hajj at an 

earl y age, hence hi s titl e "Haji ,,]5 

He sent hi s sons Abd uljalTi and Kama l out of Bale for further religious studies to places like 

Hara rge, where they co pied and bought manuscripts. There they also mel fa mous scholars and 

profited from their experience and knowledge 36 

When Haji Mu~ammed reached retirement age he summoned his son Haji AbduljalTl to return to 

Agarfa, where he inherited hi s father's position 37 

31 According to oral tradition, Arse \Vas one orthe chi ldren of Barento. He had two children, Sikko and Manda. Sikko. was the ancestor of(today's) Arsi , and Mando of(today 's) Bale. 
32 lnformant: Say!] Kamal. 
33 Informant: Rabi' (t. 
34 Ibid . 
)5 Informant: Sayl] ]Zmnal. 
36 Informant: Sayl] Kamal. 
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Figure 8: Picture of Haj i Mul)ammad 

He also had a sea l like hi s father, bearing hi s name and the year (see be low). 

37 Informant: Rabi ~a. 
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Figure 9: Seal 2 

The seal bear Haji Muhammad ibn 'Abdulwahab, the six pointed star with crescent and the year 

(1 307 H or 1929AD). 

Haji Muhammad died on Monday, Rabl'· al-Awwal of 1985 and was succeeded by his son Sayb 

'Abdul-Ja1ll 3 g Sayl] ' Ism a'll , Say!] Yiinus, Sayl] 'A bdulwahab, and Haj i Mul)ammad are all 

buried in the same shr ine on the hil l of Tullu Hambalat. They all di ed on Monday of Rabi' al-

' 9 Awwal. ' 

2.5 SaYh '·Abdul-Jalil ibn Haji Mubammed (1923-2008) 

Saylj 'Abdul-Jalll was born in Agarfa Bale in 1909, to hi s father Haji Muhammad and hi s mother 

Radi ya Ganamo Qannamash. His mother Radi ya had four children. Sayb 'Abdul-JalTI had seven 

children, two girl s and fi ve boys4o 

3X Informant: Sayu Kamal. 
}9 Ibid . 
IU Ib id. 
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I-li s teachers werc Haji Ibrahlll1 Guddo of Dida·a. Say!] '1lsma',1 Waiasl of Robe. and Say!] 

Mu hammad Jaju of Jaj u. all from Ars i· l
. He also studi ed for fOll r years at the teaching centers of 

Dida ' a (Gasgar) and Goro (Ma li yyu)42 

He was an Imam for hi s Awraja (d istri ct) and a Qagl. He was al so an admini strator, arb itrato r. 

po licy maker, and organi zer of orphanages, and he al so officiated a t marri ages. He was al so 

ad viso r to a council of elders who tri ed to arbitrate among the TPLF, IFLO, OLF and others; he 

tr ied to so lve their di sagreements in a peacefu l manner but a ll the parti es started firing the ir guns 

before the meeting ended 43 

Figure 10: Photo of Say I] 'Abdul-Jalll (center) with his fa mil y. 

He also had a seal li ke hi s predecessors (see below): 

.II Sayb M ul,la rnmad Jaju (1894-1956) was a well-known SaYb in Arsi. He was a teacher, leader, and qaQT. He was born into a well-educated famil y: even his mother KabTra ' AslI was an educated woman. She \\'3 S a teacher of jurisprudence (jiqh) and other branches of religious educat ion . 
.t2 Inl'ormaJ1l: Sa lman Hassan Abdul-JalTl (his grandson) CIne! Say!] Kamal. 
.t; Informant: Rabj"a. 
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Figure 11: Seal 3: seal of Say!] 'A bdul-JalTl 

Say!] ' Abdul-JalTl did much fo r both reli gious and social issues. In the Ethiopian Millerll1ium yea r 

the FDRE gave him a certificate of merit on the 25'h anni versary of the agricultural coll ege in 

Agarfa. The theme idea wri tten on the certificate is hi s contribution in protection of the property 

of the co ll ege from vio lence and theft during the change of regime in 1989. 
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Figure 12: Certificate of Merit. 

Sayb 'Abdul-JaITI died on Sunday ni ght and was buried on Monday 11 /5/2001 EC at the age of 

8- 44 
). 

2.6 Sayl] Kamal ibn Haji Mul)ammad (1957- now) 

Say l} Kamal was born in Agarfa Bale in 1957 to hi s fathe r I-\aj i Mu l) ammed and hi s mother 

Am ina KabTr 'Umar. Sayb Kama l has three children, He is an elder fo r that Awraja (District) and 

judge as well as an admin istrato r and arb itrator, and he offi ciates a t marri ages. 45 

.j.j l 11 rOrlllClI1l: Salman Hassan Abdu l jalil. 

.jj Informant: Say!] Kamal. . 

32 



Figure 13: Photo of SaYh Kamal 

Even today he is a judge, serving free of charge. He works hard to solve the community 's 

problems dealing with legal issues of both Arsi and Bale. 46 

He studied Qur' an under three different Say\]s: firstly Say \] Samsl, then Say \] Ada m Sa ll e of Bale 

and Say \] Muhammad Awwal of Wallo . Say \] Kamal passed through different training centers in 

Arsi and Bale; he studi ed under an (lIlmamed) Mu"azzin and under the Harro Say\]s, then under 

Haji I'AII yy Garad and the Sirka Say\]s47 

46 Inrorlllant: Say!] Kamal. 
17 Ibid, 
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I-Ie went to Harar fo r further re li g ious studi es, where he stayed for four yea rs. l ie studi ed 

Arba ·'n . Buhli; a/-/v/arcill1. lIiy cid a/-SciIiMn. Tairid" and T'aji·lr. His teachers in I-Iarage were 

Say l] I) usayn ibn Say!] l ubayr of Fad is, Sayl] '"A bdall ah ibn Kabir Muhammad of Haramiiyii, and 

Sayl] ' Abda llah Adami of Arsi who was hi s Fiqh Uuri sprudence) teacher. 4~ 

He then went to Jimma, and after that to Sidamo, where he stayed for 3 years and 4 months, 

teaching together with Say!] .I amal of Gindh ir. The Sidamo people are illiterate in Arabic so he 

was there to brin g literacy to the soc ie ty. He then moved to Abba msa near leway, where he 

gathered 100 students and started teaching. Then he left the center at Abbasa to Say l] Jamal ibn 

Sayl] ' Abdusalam and returned home due to the death of his father, Haji Mu~ammad. Then he 

started workin g with hi s brother Sayl] '"A bdul-JalJl as hi s secretary. He worked on di ffe rent legal 

cases in which he trained , and he became an arbitrator in the court of e lders .49 

Fo r the last ten years of his life Sayl] ' Abdu l-JalJl was ill due to hypertens ion. During thi s period 

Say!] Kamal conti nued working, using hi s brother 's seal. Then after the death of Sayl] '"Abdul-

Jain he made hi s own seal ;5o see the figure below: 

" Ibid. 
" Ibid. 
5<: Informant: Sayl] Kamal. 
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Figure 14: seal 4: Sayb Kamal's sea l bearing his name, crescent, star (5-pointed) and his 

telephone number. 

As a judge, he has worked on different issues, ranging from easy cases such as theft of mobile 

phones to serious cases like murder. The testimony of witnesses in the court is given by swearing 

on the Qur'an, which the people hold in great reverence. The Harro Sayb 's court is espec ia ll y 

important in cases without eyewitnesses, which are difficult to bring before government courts5 1 

Even today he is the leader and organizer of the annual Mawlid. The Mawlid of the Harro Saybs 

at Harro hill is celebrated for ten consecutive days from 12-22 of Rabi'· al-Awwal. They co ll ect 

money and materials from people and then document it in a book in wh ich the name, amount of 

money, material and place of residence of the donor is written each yea r52 

5 1 Informant: Say!] Kamal. 
j~ Informant: Sayl] Kaillai. 

35 



Chapter Three 

A Brief Hand-list of the Manuscripts in Harro Saybs Collection 

As the Sayi)s started to go and study in places like I-Iararge, they also started to buy and bring 

manuscripts. Even nowadays the buying and selling of medici na l manuscri pts in Bale is in 

pract ice. Though some 'iilall1a' owned books and others used to copy them by hand as 
. 53 manuscnpts. 

The Han·o Sayi)s, 111 contrast to other "ulama' of the country, preferred to buy and copy 

manuscripts rather than creating their own written manuscripts. They bought books either with 

money or by barter. One of the manuscripts in the co llect ion was acquired for 50 goats 54 The 

Han·o Sayi)s' collection consists 111 0stly of printed books but also has a small number of 

manuscripts, both rel igious and secular. The co llection of the Harro Sayi) s was accumulated by 

the Sayi)s of the same famil y who li ved in different periods. 

I will now present a brief catalogue of the co llection. Though the co llect ion consists mostly of 

printed books, th is study deals onl y wi th the manuscripts. 

53 tnformant : Sayl] Kamal. 
5..1 Informant: Hassan M ohammed Kawo. 
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Figure 15: The Harro SaYQs' co ll ection. 

3.1 G eneral description of manuscripts in the collection 

The number of Arabic manuscripts found in the Harro SaYQs' co llection is seven, each bound 

separately as a book. Befo re describing the individua l manuscripts, I will present those features 

which are common to all or 1110st o f the I11 SS. Features of the manuscripts which agree with thi s 

general description will not be repeated in the individual entries . The general description will 

fol low the format of the indi vidual descriptions. 

Place: All of the mss are found in the Harro SaYQs' collec tion , Agarfa. Bale. They are all 

stored in the home of the late Sayl} AbdulJalfl , in a locked cabinet which is overflowing 

with books. 
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Bind ing: Most o r the manuscripts are bound in hard leather with pane l stamps. Two or 

them additiona ll y have a cloth cover over the binding. 

Writing material: Black traditi ona l ink is used fo r all the ma nusc ripts. Other colors are 

al so used (red, green, ye llowish), depending on the manusc ript. 

Paper: A ll are written on thi ck paper, which however comes from various sources. 

Guard folios: Most of the manuscripts have both beginning and ending pages. 

Handwriting: All the manuscripts are written in Nas I] . 

Style of the writing: In most of the mss the size of letters is medium, and the writing is 

excell ent, so it is easy to read. 

Catchwords: All the mss except one has catchwo rds on every ve rso page. 

Overall condition of the manuscript: All of the mss are bound, or were origina ll y 

bound, as books. The binding is usuall y intact. Since the mss are locked in a cabinet, they 

are in fa irly good condition, although some pages are ripped. dirty, di sco lored, or stained 

and there are some ho les in the pages. No one has read them or looked at them since Say l] 

Abdulj alTI. 

Language: A ll the manuscripts in the co ll ection are written in Arabic. They are part ly 

voweled except full vowe ling in the Qur' an. 

Pagination: Onl y manuscript number I has any page numbers. 

Additional ly, all of the manuscripts have loose sheets inserted into them. These are about 

diffe rent topi cs, unrelated to the topic(s) of the manuscri pt itself. These loose sheets will be 

described separate ly, at the end of the hand- li st. 

3.2 Physical and content description of the Harro Sayl]s ' manuscript collection 

Here the detai l of manuscripts in the col lect ion will be presented: 
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3.2.1 The Untitlcd manuscript: 

It contains many diFferent sub-manuscripts on different topi cs. 

Dimcnsions: the dimension of bind ing and dimension of pages of the manuscript are 

equal, 2 1 x 16 cm. 

Column : one 

Binding: Back cover is missing. 

Writing material: Red ink is used Fo r title, emphasis and numerals within the text. 

Number of folios: 105 fo lios or 2 10 pages. 

Nnmber of lines: 29-31 per page. 

Guard folios: it has both beginning and ending pages although its back cover is miss ing. 

Scribe or copyist: anonymous 

Date: no co lophon at beginning or end; but in the midd le of the ms at the end of a sub-

section there is a co lophon whi ch says: "The author said , ' I fin ished wri ting on Tuesday 

J:lujja al-Haram 769 A.H. (1401 AD).' The copyist of the commentary said, ' I fini shed 

the commentary on Wednesday sixth of Rajab 924 A .H. ( 1556). ' " 

Figure 16: the oldest manuscript date 

Margina l notes: yes, in a ll four margins. 
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Catchwords: catc hwo rds onl y on the first 80 pages or so. Some of the sub-manuscripts 

ha ve catch words on eve ry ve rso; some. onl y on some pages ; some. none at all. 

Page layout: in most o f the sub-manuscripts, the written fi e ld is enclosed by a single o r 

double red line. The written fi e ld is usua ll y IS x 10.2 cm. 

Pagination : the first 70-80 pages (covering several sub-manuscripts) have consecutive 

page numbers at the top, in Arabic numerals, and the sequence of the num bers is not 

always ri ght. After thi s the pagination stops. 

Contents of the manuscript: 

The manuscript contains seventeen parts and topics. Among them the first topic IS 

astronomy. Mainl y it revolves around di vision of the seasons, constellations and the 

zod iac signs, mansions (houses) of the moon and the concept of shadow length at noon in 

d i ffere nt seasons of the year. A detail ed di scussion of the astronomy part of the 

manuscript will be presented in chapter S. 
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Figure]7' ar I , p, 1 of manuscript I (ll A le stronol11Y pa t f' I , l Ot l e manusc ri pt), 

41 



The second part. entitl ed Kirob Farb RaM AI-Ba/'iya. is a commcntary on tlazraji)) 'a (a 
well-known printed book) by Say!] and .ludge Zakari ya AI-Ansari (d. 515 AH). The book 
discusses types of Arab ic poet ry. 

Figure 18: part 2 of manuscri pt 1 with cloud band decoration. 
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The third part is entitled Kilab AI- 'Art7d AI-Baril" hi-I-iblisar AI-Jami' by Sayl] AI -Imam 

AI-t li br AI-Hamam Suj a'add iin Ab, AI-Qas im All ibn JalTar AI-SaId, also known as ibn 

AI-Qanal', The topic is trad itional Arabic metri cs, The text is a familiar one all over the 

Muslim world ; the first copy of it was written in 515 AH;5 I have a digiti zed copy of one 

similar manuscript. 

55 Source Info rm an t: Hassan Kawo. 
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The fourth topic is a commentary on Risala AI-' a<;lud iya whi ch deals with research 

methodo logy. 

Figure 20: part 4 of manu scrip I 1. 
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The fo urth topic is a cOl11 l11 entary on Risala AI-'·at;lucliya wh ich deals with research 

methodology. 

Figure 20: part 4 ofl11anusc ript I. 
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The fourth lopic is a commenta ry on Risa la AI-I"ac;lucl iya which deals wilh research 

methodology. 

• 

Figure 20: part 4 ofmanllscript I . 
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The Ii flh topic is another tex t on Astronomy. 
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At the end of thi s pa rt of the manuscript there is a strange ly rormatted page that is a 

j umbled mixture of juri sprudence and gramma r. Sec below: 

Figure 22: the end page of part 5 of manuscri pt I . 
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The s ixth topi c is '11m AI-Badl' or rheto ri c. i,c . how to speak we ll and choose words 

e fTectivel y. Also it conta ins '11m AI-Mol1!iq or logic. Different re li gio us topi cs are 

i ncl uded as well. 

-- -- . 
, 

---~-- .,~..,. ~-~.....-­.. 
~_. _ ..... 11~ ~ .. 1 ,,_ .. - - ~ -- ... - -:- : .- )-

• -. - -- -.:..: 

.; .. - ~~---. - -$,. .. ---s-., . ~_ . _ , ..,A> r-.. -- -' 

~-~ .... "'-". - .. ,: 

Figure 23: part 6 of manuscript I. 
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The seve tl .. n 1 tOp iC IS ' filii AI A ,(-- H'J Oq or Numerology. 

of manuscript I. Figure 24: part 7 . 
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The eighth top ic is madh, praise of the Prophet 
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The ninth topic is aga ill N , umerology. 

A .... Ml I 
A,.. ,.. Ii I,., 
,.. ,,~ .jq " ", 8 ,.. "" 

Figure 26 ' P "l 9 . . al oj manuscript I . 

- I ,of >I.'" 
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The tenth part relates a drea l11 which contai ns a l11essage frol11 the Prophet. 

• 

I 

. ( 

"' :- .. ,..~ 27: part 10 ofl11anllsc ript 1. 
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The eleventh to . . pIC IS human anatomy. 

Figu re 28: part 11 f ' '. o manuscript!. 
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The twelfth top ic IS the famous Burda AI-BII.y/r/ or praise of the Prophet which was 

written by Bu ~TrT and is we ll -known in Dirre Say!] Hussei n. (The page is covered with 

annotations written in the margins and between the lines. or iented in all d irec ti ons.) 

Figure 29: part 12 of manuscri pt I. 
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The thirteenth topic deals with the dirham (i.e. the unit o fl11 oney earlie r used by many 

Arabs but today used on ly in the United Arab Emirates and Morocco) and the va lue of 

silve r and gold in the earl y days o r Islam. 

Figure 30: part 13 of manuscript I. 

54 



The fo ,t (I ( , , UI een 1 OplC IS a one-page di scuss io n of ve rses froJ11 Sura al-Tawba and SOra al-

Qasas (Q ur'an Suras 9 and 28), 

Figure 3 1: Qur'an 
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The Ii ft eenth topic is Na bw or Arabi c grammar. 

( 

.' 

, 

.. 

:"-~'~~~I~~~;.. ~~l. ~ 1::, lL 
~J'V ">!J;"':r=u;~' ".·k :O'l! 4.'. ~1' 

!t,::J'Li--... .?:~-' 

-.. 

Figure 32: part 15 of man lise rip I 1. 
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The sixteenth topic is a summary of '//111 AI- 'AI'lId or Arab ic metri cs , 

' ... , ... .. .. . .. . - . " . 
.. ' .... : .: 
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Figure 33: part 16 of manuscri pt I , 
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TI le seventeenth to . . pI C IS an account of t·1 

d 

le suce . 
an an Egyptian k. eSS lve deaths ofa R 

In g. oman. an Elll · . lopl an 

Fia . 3 ",Ule 4: parI 17 of manusc ript. 
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3.2.2 Title of the manuscript: QlIr'iin with commentary on TajlVid. 

Owner: The man usc ript says " baqq Say!] "A bdll hvahab." ' who di ed in 1942, 

Dimensions: the dimensions o f binding and dimensions o f pages of the manuscript are equal. 22 

x 3 1,S cm. 

Column: one 

Binding: bound in hard leather; both covers intact. Binding is covered with a pink cloth. 

Writing material : Red ink for title and decoration , green ink for subtitl es and emphasis, 

Numbel' offolios: 305 folios or 6 J 0 pages . 

Number of lines: not constant, varies between J 5-3 1 lines per page. 

Guard folios: it has both beginning and ending pages. 

Scribe or copyist: anonymous 

Date: The date in the colophon is 1232 A.H. (1864 AD). The copyist said that he fini shed at 

mid-day, prayer time, in the month of $afar, but he does not mention the day of the month, 

Marginal notes: yes, in all four margins. 

Page layout: in most of the manuscript, the written field is enclosed by a double red line. The 

written fi eld is usuall y 15 x 25 .5 cm. 

Decol'ation: The first two pages of the QlII:/an are decorated in red, green and ye ll ow. The other 

parts have decorations that are done for emphasis. 

Pagination: it has no page numbers. 

Contents of the manuscript 

The manuscript conta ins various parts. Among them the first topic is TClj'w/d, dealing with oral 

recitation oCthe Qur'an. The second part is Du'a, the third part is the holy QLII:/an. 
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Figure 35: manuscript 2. 
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T he fourth topi c is Ou 'a' tlatm al-Qur'an (Ou ' a' for th e conclusion of recitati on o f the Qu,:'an). 

The fifth top ic is I:lu \bat a l-N ikal) or Marriage Se rl11 on. It wi ll be di scussed briefl y in chapter 

four. The sixth topic is praise of the Prophet and unspec ifi c general Ou 'a'" 

Thi s manusc ript was bought by Say!] 'Abdu lwahab in exchange fo r fifteen cows . 

.... 
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Figure 36: sample page o f manusc ript 2. 
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3.3.3 Title of the manuscript: ll'rU(jta,mr Tal/bill aPall{illl: mad{1 in praise of 

the Prophet. 

Owner: The manusc ript says " i)aqq of Say!] "Abdulwahab" who died in 1942. 

Dimensions: the dimension of binding and dimens ion of pages of the manuscript are 

equal , 24 x 38 cm. 

Column: one 

Binding: The bound is covered by a colored cloth, with a pattern of black, red, blue and 

green stri pes. 

F igure 37: Binding of manuscri pt number 3. 

Writing material: Red ink for names of Allah and the Prophet. The verses are divided 

into half-lines by the name Mul)ammad (i n red); see Figure 38. 

Number offolios: 152 or 304 pages. 

Number oflines: 20 or 2 1 lines per page. 

Guard folios: it has both beginning and ending pages, with an ex tra blank guard folio 

both at the end and the beg inn ing. 

Scribe 0" copyist: ''Abdullahl ibn Sarlf. 

Date: The co lophon says that it was completed at the time of Dui)a prayer (mid­

morning) on Thursday. seventh o fSawwa l. year 1327 AI-I (1959 AD) 
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Ma rgina l notes: yes, in both s ide margins. 

Page layo ut : There is no line enclos ing the wrillen lield. The IVrillen fi e ld is 17.5 x 28 

cm. 

Contents of the manuscript : 

The man uscript contains a mad/? poem in praise of the Prophet. 

I 
I 

Figure 38: sample page of lIIadh or manuscript number 3. 
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Special feature: Th is man usc ri pt was sent to Sayb "Abdu lwahab 1"1'0 111 • A" isa bi nt ''A ll. 

king o f Gomma. Discuss ion on ' Aisa bint "A ll lVi ll be found in chapter four (4,2,2), 

3.3.4 Title of the manuscript: Kiliib al-A (,kiill/ (Commentary on 

Jurisprudence in J:ladit)S". 

Owner: The manuscript says " I)aqq of Sayb ~ Abdulwahab" , 

Dimensions: the dimension of binding and d imension of pages of the manuscript are 

equa l, 24 x 34,5 cm, 

C olumn: one 

Binding: fro nt cover and spine are bound in hard cardboard; back cover is mi ssing, 

.--------

Figure 39 : Binding of manuscri pt number 4, 

W"iting materia l: Red ink for title and el11phas is, 

Number of folios : 132 or 264 pages, 

Number of lines: constant, 26 lines per page, 

Guard folios: no beginning and ending pages, no guard fo lios, 

SC"ibe 0" copy ist: anon ymous 

Date: no co lophon, hence no date, 

Handwriting: Very di stincti ve hand wri ting, diffe rent fro l11 a ll thc other l11anuscripts, 

56 Some informants <ll so ca l l it Tallis/b. 
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Page layo ut: There is no line enclosing the wrillen fi e ld . Thc written field is 15.5 x 26 

cm. 

Contents of the manuscript: 

Commentary on jurisprudence in /fadil-

.' , - ...... u,..u ~l.~~'y""~'-tr ....... _wl.·':;""-".~~a"'J"'''''"'I~'L''''.k 

:~=, JJ --4J1 vl"..,.-bC$U-J1 \4"~; -" .... 'lJ-4J9 ... _'4 fI! .. J .. ~~ J J"'-L.~fSllf o-U , .. 

~~O",,~'g;~~4or[,~Uk~j i 
• C" .... _J> ~ ." 

u--v.,,~~·~...u.-tIlo~~I..J.t-~YI<'*f <'~"~.9'~~ 
t..fo~9 ... ,~u~-lS!I""''':~~'' --..J ....... y""'~b ~..J'~9 ............ 
~"-!~l.;3 9' L." .... ~.~..".:; (0 (foUf.-w" ~'v """' ... IA,jIt'-.9~t->-"I ........ q"""l--

'-"t..~ ..:....lIw-\6.9 J-~" -<4V lo<4.< SdcjJlu-I-<j,,N ~<..,v\i,.\$1 ~ 11o~ 4. ...... ,. 

~~~.',,~~~"'::J~..wu/'~-L~~.,..,.9Sl1I-\.f::,...,.~Jl.:.J/~~ 

¢/!J.4!1J!J :lIr/ tge9~'_ "-tt-bl~~~ :i.J/J-<C'f'c f14Jt AJ~ ~trJf 40..9 ~bH'rl..Su 

~/':"".l"~~/~~~~~4vf''''''''-J >I5J'.~191''''' ___ 1 

.J~t~~s'-,,!,,' ... ~~~oJ'.94.u~,.~.0.69~w"""'~-.&t'-'V'.!J"'~,~...(.,~ 

""". >~ lI''-d og.aLol""""" t-4J1~ ~ liF-lit,.V 

.rS-J"'~I~~~_"...J<e""'~';~~".9"~J_~~_ 
OI9~'IAI ................ t~;;"'" ~~w_.fU'''U> ""......~,\.;;,." .... ~J~.p. ~'J/.,.1 

",,,-,-
~--.8t-aJ~~~.,.-..,~~"':t"'''-.u",~~~ .... ,-.j..,{. 
o,_D~/.9~I~~~9.....;:lJ;'fd"~_o("'.....1.o.:Y...v.9»94l1:9o.J~~W'~.\I--' • 

Figure 40: sample page of manusc ript number 4. 
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Special feature: 

This manuscript is written on hi gh-quality. cream -colored Turkish paper. This is vis ibly 

seen due to the presence of a watermark in vo lving a well -known sym bol: a crescent 

moon in a shi e ld. This is the symbol of the Bayii<;t Abu Sabak Istan bul! ' AI! A~ l f paper 

company of Istanbul. 57 

77' P ~_ ~ ~ _ 

'~tf.l~/S'-;$~J~?2-
r c;,. d»..9" .. '"10 ;,. ~ ~J j:i'.;, {g aitY.r" 
9., ::l'~I..9~--- • -.. lJ-S (.;.:co J<itii9!:::zJ.;.J 

---- --- -~-
=:.... ., .. 

Figure 41: watermark Turkish paper symbol. 

Acco rding to the informant, the owner of this manuscript, Say!] ' Abdulwahab, was eager 

to buy it but he cou ld not affo rd it. Then Husse in Hubbo of Jidda Gindhir, Bale became 

the sponsor for Sayl] 'Abdulwahab and he bought it by baIter for 50 goats 5 8 

57 Kamal Ibrahim (2012: 120). 
" In forman t: Sayl] Abd urah;m Sayo Muha mmad San;. 
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3.3.5 Title of the manuscript: Qllr ' (11I a/-Karim. 

Owner: The l11anusc ript says "haqq o f Say b '"A bdu llVa hab·· . 

Dimens ions: the dil11ension of binding and dil11ension o f pages orthe manuscript are 

eq ual, 15 x 22 cm. 

Column : one 

Binding: Hard leather binding; extended back cover flap of leather which wraps around 

to the front cover. 

F igure 42: Flap cover of man uscript nU l11ber 5. 

Writing matCl'ial: Red illk for decoration. 

Number offolios: 305 or 6 10 pages. 

Nu mber of lines: constant, 15 lines . 

Scribe or copyist: anonymous 

Date: the copyist writes that he fi nished copying at mid-day, Wednesday, the fo urteenth 

of$afar, year 13 10 A.I-! ( 1942 A.D.). 

Marginal notes: yes, in a ll four l11a rg ins. 

Page layo ut: There is no line enclosing the written field. The written fie ld is 10.5 x 17 

cm. 

Decoration: Red co lor fo r geminati on (Sadda) and long vOlVels (lI1{{ddu). 

67 



Also. red co lor on two pages as decorati on. 

Contents of the manusc ript: 

T he manuscri pt contains va n ous parts, Among them the first topic IS Ta/II'lei (o ral 

recitation of the Qur'an), the second IS praise of Al lah, and the third is du 'a', T hi s IS 

fol lowed by the Qur' an itse lf, with appe nded comments by the copyi st. 

Figure 43: Qur'an, manuscript number 5. 

Then, at the end o f the manuscript there is Du 'a" ljatm al-Qur"an. 
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Figure 44: end part of manuscri pt number 5. 

3.3.6 Title of the manuscript: l)ikr Allali (praise of Allah). 

Dim ension s: the di mension of binding and dimension of pages of the manuscript are 

equal , 16 x 22 cm. 

Column: part 01.' the manuscr ipt has one colullln. and part has two columns. 
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Binding: bound in hard leather; on top of the binding is a second bi nding in stamped 

leather after damage to the origina l binding. Some foli os are separated by a largc craek ill 

the bi nding; in other folios, the sewing or the rebindi ng has covered over a few letters at 

the spine. 

Writing material: Red ink for punctuation marks. 

Number offolios: 135 or 270 pages. 

Number of lines: First half 10 lines, second half 16 lines (Muuammas format, 4x4). 

G ual'd folios: it has a beginning page but the ending pages are mi ss ing due to damage. 

Scribe or copyist: anonymous 

Date: no exact date. 

Marginal notes: copious interlinear notes on the first halt; often wri tten upside down; 

very few margi nal notes on the second half (MuUammas). 

Page layout: There is no line enclosing the wri tten fi eld . The written fi eld is 13 x 18 cm. 

First half of manuscript : constant length of lines, with even numbered lines written large r 

and heavier than odd-numbered lines. Second half: Mui]ammas format (3 short + I long 

line, with the long line ex tended upward at the left margin). 
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Fi(Jurc 45: first half of manuscri pt number 6. 
" 

Decor a' . d fi· few of the interli near notes . . t'on ' ,·ed co lor for punctuation marks an 01 a 
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Figure 47: 
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On f. 2v the dikr itse lfbegins (See fi gures 45 and 46 abo ve) . There are abo ut 53 foli os in IO-li ne 

format, then about 77 fo lios in 1\;fubClmmCls format. 

3.3.7 Title of the man uscript: Kif£7b Mujrb a/-lIid£7 ita sar(1 qafr a/-lIad{,. 

Owner: The manuscript says "haqq of Mul)ammed", presllmabl y Haji Mu~ammed . 

Dimensions: the dimension of bindi ng and d imension of pages of the ma nusc ript are 

equal, 15.5 x 23 cm. 

C olumn : o ne 

Binding: beaut i fu ll y bound in stamped hard leather with an ex tended cove r nap. 
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Writing matcrial: Red ink fo r titl e wi th cloud band. 

Nu mbcr of folios: III or 222 pages. 

Numbcr of lincs: constant. 22 per page. 

Author: give n on the titl e page as ' Abdall ah al-Nakihiyy . He is described as " the 

STbawayh,,59 of hi s time. The title page also has a separate comment saying he is Abu 

' Abdall ah Mul)ammad ibn Mui)ammad ibn Dawud al-J;)ahajT, known as ibn ·'Ajurrum. 

This wou ld seem to say that the author is the famous grammarian Ibn ·'Aj urrum . 

Copyist: anonymous 

Date: The yea r is given on the title page, but it is hard to read ; apparentl y 1223 A. H. 

( 1855 A D) (number is written right to left). In the co lophon at the end, the scribe says 

fr 
I 

that he fini shed at mid-day on Tuesday, the thirteenth of Rabi' al-Awwal. 

Marginal notes: many,and in all four margins also in terli near. 

Page layout: In most of the manuscript, there is no line enclosing the wri tten fi eld. The 

written fi e ld is usuall y l O x 15 cm. Some pages consist of small , neatly separated blocks 

of text. One page has some text arranged in a large sun-shape, with the letters forming the 

rays of the sun. This text consists of five repetiti ons of la i) aw la wa-lii quwwata in 

different infl ect ional vari ants : Iii I)awlun wa-lii quwwatun , etc. 

59 The fa molls Arab grammarian of'anliquity. 
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Figure 48: the sun-shape, with letters fo rmi ng rays. 

Contents of the manuscript 

Al most all of the manuscript is Sarb qa/r al-nada, a commentary on the grammar text 

Qa/r al-nada. Three pages at the beginning seem to conta in a hodgepodge of topics. 
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Figure 49: the first page of Sarh qCIfr al-nada 
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3.3 The loose sheets 

Some 20-odd loose sheets are found scattered throughout the manusc ripts. I-I ere are a few 

or them: 

•. 

Figure 50 : di scussion of ArabIc poem 
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This is a second COP)' o l'a ' 'I , SIll1J ar Arab' C , IC poem lound as the fourth topic of Illa ' , nuscnpt 

number one, 

;..;;~ , .. ~" iJ.lJr· r J' 

~~aif¥~ ~.. ~~~~It.> ~ ~ . 
.J AI' ~~I.rr-'~~~J;'~~ a)JJ 
~~ ~,.,~.Jl:A.l>-'~ _~ J;'L:.J ~,' ~~ 

_ ~~j't "~J $~ ~ Jj7, r IJ:,I ~.;.; -' ~ ~ 
-: I...., ~ ~ Q,~ ~ J' ~ ~ -' L.,:.J k.l L:;."J:!.;AJ '£. 
~V ~.J ~,p. ~~,~,;,JA.'17b:i ' j ~.F!. 
~-' ~~'~~JD;t -rsi..A~;j:;;"'. ~ ~1w.J' 
~.J~:;,~p-, iAiAL,.;.,J~p~ ' ~ ~,.,..)JI~.I , 

J, .:.iu .,. lt~) JS; )~\I i.J1~'-f.!~~:i (..b 

~).,.;;; ~~{f"b~Pt~,;,,) ':"W;'.v..--J~1 
e..,....Jp pt\"'-,Atb ~~\3J""""'l:' ~ 'q'5t~~ 
~~ ~O J.r'" \.:J lJ ~ ~.) ~ ~Oo? .:..~~\;, (i 
~J"~~(i,~!)P~-,:.>~~~:f~t> 
-'o~J.1':.'~I~~.J ~~. '4,'jio:,C;..-:, p'i:J,-, ~ 

~~,~ u. ~ :,), ~ t...~ W oJiI':y. t.a;... \.:p ~~ 1-, I ' 

Figure 51' Pane t'J I- I , '" 0 a a ayn commentary, 
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A third example is a loose shcet (two pages) reproduci ng the commentary of al_Jal alayn60 to 

several verses of Sura al-N isa ' (4: 127- 130). Th is is a word-fo r-reprod uction of exactl y what is 

found in AI-Jalalayn. i.c. Qu r" anic /I1aln and commentary in al ternat ion. Interesti ngly. there are 

one or two small discrepancies; notab ly the word L»~J of Jalalayn occurs in the manuscript 

as L»~-', as if the copyist had combi ned dad + lam to yield the single letter za: leY> -..b. 

W Thanks to my advisor Orin Gensler for identifying this tex t for me. 
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Figur-c 52: This is a letter (above) sent to Say!] 'Abdu l-JalTl fro m his daughter. 

A fourth exampl e is a letter sent to Say!] 'Abdul -JalTl from hi s daughter. 
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Figure 53 : the page without diacritics 

Th is is an interesting text on very old thick paper. Although almost all the diacritics are 

omitted except for nun (0) and one til (u), the text is readable and meaningful. Other 

loose sheets are frolll pri nted books. Others are guard fo lios of the abo ve di scussed 

manuscripts others are loose sheets from the Qur'an. 
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Chapter Fou r 

Some Gender-Related Themes of the Collection 

Under thi s chapter I have selected two pages from two manuscri pts. The first presents a marri age 

sermon and the second descri bes a waq( donation fro l11 a Gibe princess. Also, based on oral 

information, I describe a letter sent to Agarfa by a woman sar /ja at the time of the Italian 

occupation. A ll three of these deal with issues of gender. Additiona ll y, chapter five below will be 

entire ly devoted to astronomy. 

4.1 lJutbat al-Nika~ (The Marriage Sermon) 

This one-page text is a sermon to be read at a marriage ceremony. I first translate the tex t, then 

give general di scuss ion of marri age in Islam, and finall y an excerpt fro m Ethiopian law of 

marriage concerning Muslims. 
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Figure 54: The marriage sermon (lju\bat al-Nikiii)l 
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ttu!bat a l- Nil,a l,l (Marriage Sermon): 

[Trlln slation :t l This ma rri age scrmo n is (deli vered) by me, the wretched and humble (man) 

who hopes for mercy from hi s Lord. Prai se be to A ll ah, we pra ise Him, we seek help from Him, 

we ask forgive ness from Him, we ask right gu idance from Him, we ask Him to forgive us frol11 

evil th ings of our spirit and frol11 our bad deeds. No one can misgui de the one whom Allah has 

corrected and no one can correct the misgui ded. I witness that there no God except Allah; 

M uhammad is I-li s messenger and I-li s Prophet. 

Matrimony is the SUI1na
62 of the prophets, the act ion of those who fea r Allah, a haven from 

adultery, ri ght conduct from the Lord of heaven and earth, who makes the far to be near, and the 

stranger to be kin [wife and husband]. 

Be careful of yo ur duty toward All ah in whom ye claim (your rights) of one another, and toward 

the wombs (that bore you). Lo' All ah hath been a Watcher over you. [Sura 4: 1] 

o ye who believe' Obse rve yo ur duty to A llah with ri ght obse rvance, and die not save as those 

who have surrendered (unto Him) [Sura 3: 102] 

o mankind' Be careful of you r duty to your Lord Who created yo u from a single soul and from it 

created its mate and from the two of them hath spread abroad a mu lt itude of men and women. Be 

care ful of your duty toward Allah in whom ye claim (yo ur ri ghts) of one another, and toward the 

wombs (that bore you) . Lo ! Al lah hath been a Watcher over you. [Sura 4: I] 

o ye who beli eve ! Guard yo ur duty to Allah, and speak words straight to the po int; 

61 The Qur'an translation basica lly follows that of Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall , The Gloriolls Koran. 
62 SII17I1(1 is one oflhe basic sources or Islamic law. based on Muham mad's words and deeds as recorded in the Hadith . 
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He will adjust YOll r wo rks for yo u and wi ll fo rgi ve you your s ins. Whosoevcr obcyeth All ah and 

Hi s messenger he ve ril y hath ga ined a s ignal victory. [Sura 33: 70] 

I marry him (to hi s wife) according to the command o f A ll ah , that he should " Reta in her 111 

kindness or release her in kindness". (Sura 2: 231] . 

I hereby marry so-and-so [bride] and so-and-so [groom] with! without63 dowry. 

I accept her marriage to me! to him . Let All ah accept from us and join and unite them, as he 

(All ah) joined between Adam and ljav.'Wa, between Ibrahim and Sarra, between ' All yy and 

Fati ma and between our leader, our beloved, our mediator, and our Prophet Muhammad peace be 

upon him and '·A>isa. (Then they read Sura) AI-Fatil)a ... [End of translation] 

4.1.1 Requirements and status of a valid marriage in Islam 

In Islam for a legal marriage to take place, vari ous requirements must be ful fill ed. Some of these 

requ irements that are related to the above se rmon are di scussed here. 

In Islamic marriage the process of nikab is done by establi shed procedures . The consent of the 

wo man is given tllrough her guardian wh ile the man directl y gives hi s consent by himself. So the 

contract of marriage is made between the guardian and the husband . The gua rdian cou ld be a 

particular or gene ral guardian. A general guardian, who is a court judge, is appo inted in cases 

where the woman has no guardian who is a blood relative. As a particular guardian, the father is 

preferable ifhe is a li ve; in hi s absence, a brother who has atta ined majority, or an uncle on the 

side of her father64 

63 The word ~ (hi-mahr 'with a dowry ') is 'wri nen in th e manuscript with the ligature la 'not' attac hed to the ba. 
The intention is evidently to present two optional readings ('with/without"). 
6'Abd uimaiik (2009: 25). 
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Dowry is another requirement for val id marriage. In Islam dowry (or lIIohr) IS given by the 

husband to the wife. According to th e Encyclopedia a/lslal1l 

Mahr, in Islam, the g ift of money or property given by a bri degroom to hi s bride 

without which a marri age is not va lid. Normall y the amount to be given is specified 

in the marriage contract. Although mahr is generall y payable on the demand of the 

bride, part of it may be deferred, to be paid in the event of widowhood or divorce. 

Most Muslim schola rs do not specify an exact minimum age for marri age. However, al-Hanafii 

states that the basic precondition for marriage is 'aql or intellect and ru.Yd or integrity. Some 

others relate it to buil7g or puberty. Still others relate it to ahliyya or the ab ility to acquire ri ghts 

and exercise the m, to accept duties and perform them. 65 

The marriage must have two witnesses for purposes of publicity. Publicity is important to insure 

the li fe-lo ng duration of the marriage. To keep a marriage secret in Islam is unacceptable. Some 

juri sts state that an unpublici zed marri age is non-re li gious and reprehensible.66 

In Islamic marriage, mutual respect and support are among the merits of marriage. This can be 

seen in many Qur 'an ve rses, fo r example: 

And conso rt with yo ur wives in a good ly manner; for if you di slike 

them, it may well be that yo u d isli ke something which God might 

yet make a source of abundant good [sura 4: 19]. 

Thus Islam excludes hatred from marriage. Rather, the couple should li ve together on a foot ing 

of kindness and equity. 67 

" Abdull11alik (2009: 3 1). 
66 Abdu ll11al ik (2009: 32). 
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Finall y. it is crucial to have a source of income in ma rr iage. It is th e responsibility of the husband 

to work and to Il nancia lly support his fam il y even if th e wife has her own source ofincome68 

4.2 The Two Women 

4.2.1 Sittina Alawiya (1892-1940) 

Sittlna Alaw iya was a lead ing member of the MirganT fam il y. Sitti is a titl e g iven to a respected 

lady of high status, derived fro m the word Sayyid atT (my lady). It was used in medieval ti mes as 

the tit le of king ' s wife in Arab countries. She is ca lled Alawiya, which is the te rm given to 

people who are descended from ijusayn ibn 'All ibn AbT Talib, as the MirganT fa mil y indeed 

were.69 

Can igli a ( 1940: 53-57) states her fam il y tree as fo llows: 

SiltT Alawiya, Sayyid Hasim al-Mirganl, Sayyid Muhammad ' Ulman al-M irganT, Sayyid 

Muhammad Ab ubaker, AI-Mahj ub, Sayyid 'Abdu llahi al-MirganT, Sayyid Ibrahim, Sayyid 

Hassa n, Sayyid MuhammadAm in, Sayyid ' All MirganT, Sayy id Hassan, Sayyid Amir KurdT, 

Sayyid Haidar, Sayyid Hassan, Sayyid ' Abdull a, Sayyid ' AIT , Sayyid Hassan, Sayy id Ahmad, 

Sayyid 'A ll , Sayyid Ibrahim, Sayyid Jahia, Sayyid Issa, Sayyid Abubaker, Sayyid 'AIT , Sayyid 

Mu hammad, Sayyid Ismail, Amir Kurdi al-BuIJari , Sayyid Umar, Sayyid ' AIT , Sayyid Ulman , 

Sayyid ' All al-Mutaqi , Sayyid a i-Hassa n, Sayyid '"A ll a l-l-I adi , Sayyid Muhammad Giauad i, 

Sayyid '"A ll al-Rawda, Sayyid Musa al-Qas im, Imam Ja'far Sad iq, Muhammad al-Bager, ' A ll 

Zayn al -Abizar, ijusayn, '"All, Abu Talib. 

67 Abdulmalik (2009: 36). 
68 Abdulmalik 2009: 38. 
b" Informant : Say!) Kamal: see also Hofheillz (1992). 

- -------
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Alawiya bi nt Say!] l-liiS illl AI-Mi rganT was bo rn in 1310 AI-I ( 1892 AD) as the second daughter ot' 

l-l iis illl AI-MirganT, who brought the tl atllli ya Mi rganiya Sufi brotherhood to Massawa. She was 

the leader of the t latllli ya (arTqa in Eritrea after the death of her fa ther in 190 1.70 

FigUl-e 55: Photo ofSittT Alawiya7 1 

After the death of Alawiya 's father, the Ita li ans fea red the ri se of another strong reli gious figu re. 

But, as Bruzzi says: 

70 EAE2003: I: 192- 193. 
71 Source: Can iglia (1 940). 
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Against the Italian autho ri ti es' ex pecta tions, Sayyid lliisilll AI-Mirganf s daughter. 

Silti 'A la",iyya, also emerged as another important religious mentor in the country, 

Her au thority was also related to successfu l achievements in confl ict mediation 

among locals, as well as between Italian authorities and local peo ple. According to 

coloni al data, Si tti 'A lawiyya's influence was particularly relevant among colonial 

Id ' 72 so lers. 

As Caniglia states, Alawiya had a respected status and position at the time of the Italian colony 

in Eritrea, and she had a powerful influence on the people of Eritrea. 

Alawiya is re levant to the story of the Harro SaYDs because of her correspondence with Bale. 

According to my informant Sayb Kamal, around the ti me of the Ital ian occupation of Ethiopia in 

1935, she sent a diplomatic letter with the Italians to Bale, in which, drawing upon her Muslim 

background as Sari/a, she urged the Muslims of Bale to accept Itali an rule. 73 Unfortunately the 

letter itself is now lost. 

Alawiya influenced the people of Bale through her diplomatic letter and less formal 

communication(s) with the SaYDs. Among the 'ulamii ' she sent a fraternal letter to SaYD 

"A bdulwahab SaYD Yiinus ( 1839- 1942) saying that both of the ir dynasties were descended from a 

holy man who came from I:lij az. Her main role was peacekeeping at the time of the change of 

regime (from Haile Sellasie to Italy). Additionall y, being a Muslim lady helped he r to create 

pressure on the society74 Thus, the representatives of the MirganT family became govern ment 

advisors and mediators during the Itali an occupation 75 

71 Bruzzi (20 12:2). 
73 Informant: Sayu Kamal. 
" -Inform3n l: Sayl] Kamal 
75 Bruzzi (2012: 3). 
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Figure 56: an articl e written by Sayyid Ja'fa r ibn ... ibn Sayyid Muhammad ibn 'Ulman al-

MirganT. 

Sitti Alawiya 's pro-Ital ian stance was not shared hy everyone in her fam ily. The accompanying 

photo shows an articl e entitl ed " Islam and Freedom" written by Sill' Alawiya's uncl e fro m 

Eritrea, Sayyid Ja 'fa r ibn Sayyid Baker ibn Sayyid Muhammad ibn 'Ulman al-Mirgan,76 The 

artic le presents the di sadvantages of World War II fo r Islam and the co loni ali st consequences on 

freedom and democratic rights in Eritrea. Sayyid Ja 'far was in favor of Pan-Afri canism, whereas 

SittT Alawiya co ll aborated with the colonialists77 

Accordin g to Caniglia ( 1940:2 13) and Hofheinz 1992 :26) she had no children and died in 1359 

AH (1940 AD). "A I-Sar'fa al-MirganT has d ied. Sadness prevails among all the Muslims of the 

Empire. [ ... J She was always close to the Italian Government. '- Thi s quotation is taken Ii-om 

Barid al-fmhirarnriyya, 27 October 1940 - XV IJI , an Arabic version of the Fascist newspaper 

7~ Thi s artic le. dmed 1938, is now in the possession ofSayyid J,,"f"r' s grandson in Cairo . 
7, Brll zzi (2012:4). 
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which was published in Add is Ababa during the Italian occupat ion7S She was buried together 

with he r fathe r in Ha\mil o shrine nea r Massawa. Their shrine cont inues to attract pi lgrims eve ry 

yea r, espec iall y on the 23,,1 oCthe month Sawwal. 

4.2.2 'A'iSa Bin! 'Ali Su ltan Comma 

' N isa Bint ' AIT Sul(an Gomma was the daughter of Sui Ian 'AIT ofGomma, one of the fi ve Gibe 

states in southern Ethiopia (the others are Limmu-Enarya, Gumma, Jimma and Gera). Gomma 

was the first Gibe state in which Islam was broadly accepted by the entire population, whil e in 

the other Gibe states it was only adopted by the leaders. 'AIT was the seventh king of GOl11ma, 

known among the Oromo peo ple as Abba Boqa Abba lirar (ru led 1877-1883). 

There was an establ ished convention in Oromo Muslim soc iety fo r ass ign ing an Oromo name 

corresponding to the person ' s Arabic name. For example, if the Arabic name of a king was 

'A bdul/alti they called him Abba l ob iI'; Adam, Abba Dura (or Nama Dura); 'AIT, Abba Boqa; 

MII~/{[lIIl11ad, Abba Garo, etc. The rul ing family ofGomma belonged to the AwalanT clan , part of 

the Macca Oromo branch. 

In the history of the Gibe states the rol e played by women is important. A case in point IS 

GumaytT, the mother of Abba .Iirar 11. She was the daughter of the king of Gumma Abba DCtia 

Abba linka and wife of Abba Gomol king of limma (father of Abba lirar). She was one of the 

reli giously well-educated women of the G ibe states, and was also known for her intelligence in 

pol iti cs. GumaytT was the mother of fo ur ch ildre n and ru led as regent for four years after the 

death of her husband, then handed over her throne to her son Abba lirar79 

78 Bruzzi (20 t2 : I 0). 
7') Informant: Abdulkarirn Abba Garo. 
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What made thi s area pecu li ar among other Islamic regions of the cou ntry was the literacy or 

women. This area was the onl y place that gave attention to the literacy of women. In Gomma 

women studied Islamic religion whether they were from the upper classes or not. 80 At the time 

when Islam started in Gomma 300 women attended lessons in teaching centers. Even the wife 

and chi ldren of the king attended re li gious education as mandatory. The kings were not 

religious ly well educated but they consulted with the Saygs on religious, soc ial and pol itical 

issues. Among the well -known Saygs who contributed to the expansion of Islam in Gomma were 

Sayg Nas rAliah ' Ayyubi", Sekkota S6nke, Sekkota Hjje, and Sayb $abi"b Baydi"81 

~OThi s and the following come frolll my informant Abdulkarim . For genera l information on Gal11ma see Mohammed I-lassen ( 1994: 109-11 0 and passim ). 
81 Informant : Abdulkarirn Abba GarB. 
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Figure 57: titl e page of manuscript sent fro m ' A'i sa to Sayl] 'Abdulwahab. 

One of the man uscripts in the Harro Say l]s' co ll ect ion , Tanb,h a/-anal11 (Commentary on Pra ise 

of Prophet) , has an interesting hi story of acquisition. It was sent to Sayl] 'Abdulwahab of Harro 

fro m 'A'isa Bint 'All Sullan Gamma, the daughter of king 'All of Gomma82She sent the 

manuscript to Agarfa late in her li fe , in 1327 A.H. ( 1959 AD), saying " I give this book as a waq( 

do nation in the name of the we ll-known Sayb 'A bdulwahab of Arsi and hi s descendants." ' On the 

tit le page the scribe explains her reason for the donation: he says that. real iz ing that life is 

ephemeral but the Hereafter is forever and that ma 'indakum yanjCldu 1tla-ma 'inda A/Whi baqin 

S:! Mss 3: TanbTh: 3. 
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'what you have passes away, but what Allah has endures ' (Qur' an 16 : 96), th e elderl y 'A'isa 

decided to make a pious do nation of the manuscript as a ,,'aq(R3 

' A"i sa was one of the we ll-educated ladi es of the royal family of Go mma, Before marri age her 

name was Genne Qali tt i 'A" isa and after marri age Genne ' A'isa, She was married to a known 

- , 84 
Sayu outside of her c lan, 

83 Translation of some part of the manuscript. 
s.! Informant: Abdulkarim . 
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Chapter Five 

Astronomy Sub-Manuscript: Text, Translation and Annotations 

5.\ Introduction 

Astronomy is the stud y o f the universe, celest ial bodies, observations and theo ri es re lated to the 

so lar system, ga lax ies and space. It is also an anc ient field of study in which people looked at the 

sky and described the universe. It was used in anc ient Egypt to help the agrarian people to know 

the status of the seasonal flood of the Ni le River. 85 

Modern astronomers use different instruments li ke telescopes, cameras, spectrographs, and 

computers. But thi s is a recent phenomenon. Earl y astrono mers were amateurs who observed the 

sky partl y as a hobby. Though they were not scientificall y trained, they contributed va luable 

observations whi ch became the basis oftoday's astronomy86 

The awareness of calendar concepts is not new in Ethiop ia. In prehi story, the times of migration, 

planting, harvesting, and hunting needed to be accurately known and thus a reliable calendar was 

needed. In Ethiopia, accurate calend ri c knowledge is associated not only with the Chri stian and 

Muslim written traditions but also independently the oral tradition of the Oromo. The Borana 

used a lunar ca lendar having 12 months and 354 days; they made no use of weeks but instead 

gave each day in a month a separate name. In BOI'ana trad itiona l culture there is an expert on 

time reckoning call ed Ayyantu who makes use of observation of the position of stars and the 

moon. He uses seven groups of stars or constellations. Lami (Triangulum), Busan (Pleides), 

85 Encyc loped ia Elleana: Astronomy. 
S6 Amateur astronomy: ibid. 
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Bakka lcha (Aldebaran). Algajima (Bellatri x) . Arb Gaddu (centra l cluster of Orion). Urji Walla 

(Saiph ). anci Basa (S irius)87 

The Arabs wrote about astronomy from the earl y centuri es of the Muslim hi story (Go ldz iher 

1966 : 102-4). The picture below shows an Arabi c manuscript from Mali wh ich conta ins the 

names of the conste ll ations. 

Figu"e 58: Astronomy manuscript from Mali 88 

The Arab ic text anal yzed below shows the awareness of Ethiopian Muslim scholars about 

astronomy. The concepts of ca lendar and constella tions are also known in the Geez trad ition too. 

See the fi gure be low that shows the constellations with their descripti on with corresponding 

months and zod iac signs. 

Si Asmarolll Legesse: 1973: 180. 
K8 Source: Addis Ababa University, science faculty, astronomy depa rtment. 
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Figure 59: Astronom y in Ethiopia (co mpiled in September, 2001 AD, by Ayele from Geez 

manuscript Awda Nigist Wafikare Kawakibt) 89 

119 Source: Addis Ababa Uni versity, science facu lty, ast ronomy departm ent. 
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Astrology is the study or the posit ions and movements of astronomical bodies . i.e. the sun. moon. 

planets. and stars. in the beli ef that they corres pond to events on Earth. The Zod iac signs are 12 

astro logica ll y signifi cant parts of the sky that are seen as a narro w band in the sky in which th e 

mo vements of the major planets, sun , and moon take place. They are named for major 

conste ll ations. The 12 signs co rrespond to the 12 months of the year, and indicate the sun 's 

changing pos ition in the celestial sphere o f stars as the year progresses. There are a lso 28 gro ups 

of stars (constell ations) through which the moon passes successively each month . These are 

ca ll ed the mansions o r stations of the moon , manGzil al-qamar. They are described in the 

manuscri pt and in the Encyclopedia of Islam under the entry "al-Manazil " . 

The names of the twe lve zodiacal signs are A ri es, the Ram; Taurus, the Bull ; Gemini , the Twins; 

Cancer, the Crab; Leo, the Lion; Virgo, the Virgin ; Libra, the Balance; Scorpi o, the Scorpion; 

Sagittarius, the Archer; Capri co rn, the Goat; Aquarius, the Water Bearer: and Pisces, the 

F ishes90 The 28 mansions of the 11100n (as described in the manuscript and in the Encyclopedia 

of is/am) are given in the following tab le: 

')\l Encarta Encycloped ia: signs of the zod iac. 
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Mansions The 28 mansions of the 1II00n 

A rabic Name English Name 

1. AI-Sara\an (0l.bjill) The two signs 

2. AI-BlI\ayn (LHhJI) Little belly 

3. AI-Turayya (ljJilI) Pleiades 

4. AI-Dabaran (0Iy.>.1l) Aldebaran 

5. AI -Haq'a (w,JI) 3 stars in Orion 

6. AI-Han'a (~I) 2 stars in Gemini 

7. AI-I)i ra' (tl.Jill) The lion ' s paw 

8. AI-Naira (0 yol) The nostril of the li on 

9. AI-Tarf ( ...... y,J1) The eye or the lion 

10. AI-Jabha (~I) Forehead of the lion 

11. AI-ZlI bra (oy)l) Lion 's mane 

12. AI-SalTa (;ij roll) Lion 's heart or weathercock 

l3. AI- 'A""wa (lyJl) The barker 

14. AI-S imak (~WI) The prominent 

15. AI-Gafar (~I) The cover 

16. A I-ZlIbanan (0\.;4)1) The Horns or pincers of Scorpio 

The crown or head of Scorpio, 0 stars In j 

17. AI -I klTl (J;lS'>'I) 
Scorpio 

18. AI-Qalb (c,ili.ll) The hea rt of Scorpio 

19. AI-Sawla (:U yOJl) Tai l or sting of Scorpio 
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The ost ri ches. Sta rs In Pegasus: 8 stars In 
20. AI-Na'ii'im ("';I..UlI) 

Sagi ttarius 

21. A I- Balda (,illl) "The town"; empty space in Sagittarius 

22. Sa'd AI-I)abi l) (("Iill .a...,) The luck of the slaye r 

23. Sa'd Bula' (tt.a...) The luck of the de vourer 

24. Sa' d AI-Su' ud (.ly-JI.a...) The greatest luck 

25. Sa'd AI-Abbiya (~':/I .a...,) The luck of the tents 

26. A I-Muqaddam (~.ll..ll t.)) The fore socket 

27. AI-Mu 'abbar ( y.. y.JI t.)) The hind socket 

28. Baln a l-J:l ut or AI-Risa (wyJI uh!) Fish bell y 

Table 1: MansIOns of the moon 

There are two terms that occur repeated ly in the manuscript whose meaning is not immediately 

ev ident. These are !ali ' a/:(ajr, lil. " rising of the dawn", and garib al:(ajr, lit. "sett ing of the 

dawn." According to all di ctionaries 1 consu lted, the tenn/{tjr refers strictly to sunri se; none of 

the definitions mentions "sunset" , So what is the "setting of the dawn"? The key here is that 

"dawn" is not an instantaneous process but has duration. The " ri sing of the dawn" is the first pre-

dawn reddening of the sky; the "setting of the dawn" is the end of the dawn when the sun comes 

up. 

There are three simi lar but disti nct senses of the concept of east and west found in the 

manuscript. The first is east and west simp ly as directions. Second is the "two casts". that is, the 

two extreme pos itions from which the sun ri ses at mid-summer and mid-winter. And the two 

wests are the two extreme positions of sunset. Thirdly, the easts are the different posit ions from 

100 

I 
I 
! 
I 

I --1 



whi ch the sun ri ses success ive ly du ring the yea r. a c1 ifkrent "east"' each day. S imilarl y. the wcsts 

are the d iffe rent positions at which the sun sets eaeh day of the yea r. 

Here is the first of the two astronomy texts in the co ll ect ion (i.e. the first sub-manuscri pt in the 

"Untitled" manuscript). with translation and annotations. I give the text in fu ll. The numbers in 

square brackets, e.g. [2], refer to page numbers of the sub-manuscript. 

5.2 Translation and annotation of the text 

The Sun becomes the Moon and Mars fol lows it 

Mercury becomes Jupiter, and from Venus (comes) Saturn 

Each day of the week has one o f them 

The sun is fo r one of the heavens (7) each one in success ion9 1 

(2) 

91 Th is is a mnemonic device for easily memorizing the names of lhe planets. Notice that the names ofllle moon and of Jupiter are made into verbs: qaJ/lar---tlaqall/J//ora: al-Mld'ICll'I---tyaslCIr i . 
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Know that a yea r comprises twelve months. And the months compri se four seasons. These are 

spring [AI-RabT']. summer [AI-SayfJ . autu mn [AI-I:larTll , and winter [A I-Sitiil In each season. 

there are three signs of the zod iac where the sun dwells. This is according to the lea rned Say!] 

Salim ibn Fasl, may Allah make us benefit from him. Pra ise to Him who divided the seasons into 

fou r, successive ly and repeated ly: spring, summer, autumn and winter unti l the day of 

resurrection. 

Section 

The summer season has the signs of the Zodiac ~I [AI-I:faml]-Aries (i.e. Ram), .J;JI [Tawr] -

Taurus (i.e. Bul l), and ijpJl [AI-Jawza]-Gemini (i.e. Twins)92 It is on the thirteenth of Agar9J 

(March) according to the Roman calendar9 4 And it is 4 days in ai-Far' al-Muqaddam, which the 

l:fac;tramawtis95 ca ll al-Farg (al-M uqaddam), reckoned according to the rising of the dawn. 

Likewise it is also 4 days in al-Sarfa , reckoned accord ing to the setting of the dawn, which is the 

92 In thi s zodiacal description oflhe four seasons there is a 3-111011th discrepancy vis-a.-v is our normal conception of 
the seasons. Thus he presents summer as goi ng from March 2 1-Jullc 2 1; autulllll , from June 22-Septcmber 22; 
wintcr, from Septe mber 23 -December 2 1; and spring, from December 22 -March 20. 
93 Actually Agar is a month in the Syriacl Hebrew calendar, not Roman calendar. The same is true for Aylul. 
94 "The origina l Roman ca lendar, introd uced aboul the 7th century Be, had 10 months with 304 days in a year that 
began with March. Two more months, January and February, were added later in the 7th century Be, but because the 
months were only 29 or 30 days long, an extra month had to be intercalated approximately every second year. The 
days of the 1110 nth were designated by the awkward method of counting backward from three dates: the ca lends, or 
tirst of the month : the ides, or middle of the month , fal ling on the 13th of some months and the 15th of others; and 
the nones. or 9th day before the ides. The R OI1lClIl ca lendar beca me hopeless ly confused \vhen officials to \-vhom the 
addition of days and months was entrusted abused their author ity to prolong the ir terms of offi ce or to hasten or 
delay elections." (Encarta Encyc lopedia: Ca lendar). 
95 H a~l ral113\vt is a region in south Arabia (Yemen). 
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reckoning of a l-Sabal1lT who is 1 ~1 11l 0US in S ij r and l.l ac;l ra l1lawt. Its total nUl1lber or days is ninety-

three. 

The autul1l n in turn has the zod iac signs 0lbyJI [Saratan]-Cancer (i.e. Crab), o....'il [AI-Asad]-Leo 

(i.e. Lion) and ~I [Sunbula]-Virgo (i.e . Virgin) wh ich is on the fourteenth day of J:!azTran 

(June) . And it is six days in a l-Haq ' a reckoned accord ing to the ri s ing of the dawn ; and according 

to the reckoning ofal-SabiimT, six days in al -Sawla. Its total number of days is 93 . And as for the 

winter, it has the fo llowing zodiac s igns: 0 1jeJi [A I-MTzan] - Libra (i.e.Balance /Sca le), u~1 

[AI-'aqrab] - Scorpi o (i.e. Scorpion), and U"jill[A I-Qaws] - Sagittarius (i.e. Archer). And it is 

(considered) the First Winter season accord ing to S ijr scholars and others. It (begins) on the 15th 

of Ay lul (September) accordin g to the Roman ca lendar. And its days are 7 in Sarfa, reckoned 

according to the rising o f the dawn, or 7 in ai-Far' al -Muqaddam, wh ich the Hac;lramawti s call a l-

Farg (al-Muqaddam), accordin g to the reckoning of al-SabiimT. It has onl y 89 days . 

0'> 0.)4' r>.! -"'3 wyJI3 ).>113 c,f~1 (3yll0'>.u; ~IY3 ~I J.> i -"c C7!)1 J...o; J.,\ -"'3 C7!)1 J:..,3 tAi3 

I:>' tA >.! 0"""'; "--W.I ~ 3 ~I .... C:!-' r >.! ~I .,., p - -'" 3 .".WI .,.,k.. ~ 3 ~I tllb uk.. ~ :u yJl 

'J6 "Five" is written ill this man uscript with a shapt;: that looks like ·'S'". 
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As 1'01' the spring season. whi ch is (co ns idered) the First Spring season by the people 01' Sijr and 

others. it compri ses th e zodiac signs ",.wI lAI-.I ady]-Capr icorn ( i. e. Goat). yl.>.ll [A I-Dall.v'!-

Aquariu s (i.e. Bucket! Water carri er), and wyJl [A I-HutJ -Pisces (i.e. Fi sh). And it is 5 days in al-

Sawla , reckoned according to the rising of the dawn: and accord ing to the reckoning of al-

Sabaml, i. e. the sett ing of the dawn, it is 7 days in al-H ag ' a. And its tota l num ber of days is 

ninety. Thi s is based on Sayl] Wal iy-A llah 'Abda ll ah ibn ' As ' ad al-Vafi ' land ai-Imam Kama l al-

DIn al-Fursl, may A ll ah bless them, except that they di sagree sli ghtly on the number of days in 

the seasons. The number o f days acco rding to the so lar or astral calendar is 365 days and a 

quarter which becomes one complete day every fourth year with 366 days. 

<J7 The rest of this chapter is divided into ha lf lines by the symbol :' , as if it were a ki nd of poetry: for readabili ty I 

replace this with a bullet - in the text belo\\' . There are 20 hairlines cornrrising 10 full lines: every fu ll line ends in 

the rhyt hm -/11. 
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On thi s Sayo Wa li y-A ll ah 'Abdallah ibn ' As ' ad al-Yafi ' l , may All ah make him useful , said : But 

it is reckoned acco rding to the rising of the dawn. 

T he spring season (i s known by its) heat and the dawn is luminous . • On the sixth days [sic] of 

Muqaddam it begi ns; • 

On the fifteenth of Agar (March)98 is its arrival. and the radiant sun enters Ram (A ri es) . 

And on the fifteenth of Hazlran (June) it passes . it enters Crab (Cancer) with its heat. 

The n in the dawn seven (days) in a l-Haq \'a • and it is the first sign of summer without any 

doubt. • 

The autumn season is between hot and co ld . it turns as ide to the bright mansion of the sun. 

On Ayllil (September) tenth p lus s ix; and Sarfa, • it has eight shining dawns . 

And they are li ke two Kanuns, a warm stove (Kanu ns), a warm stove (kanLll1) 99 . Also, 0 m)' 

fri end, the winter season approaches with its cold. 

and it begins in the seventh dawn of Sawla 100 
• [??] 

98Th is statement of the fi rst day of the seasons. which now does correspond to our norma l ca lendrical concept ion, 

stands in contradi ction to the 3-lllonth discrepancy noted above. Evidently the author is content simply to present the 

vicv.,s of different authorities, ignoring contradictions. 

99 The I,two Kan[in s" are standard ly December and January. Why does the author mention them in th e autlll11n. and 

why the descri pti on "warm stove"? 

HlI.l The last fi ve half-l in es arc difficu lt and I have not tra nslated them. 
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Section 

This sect ion contains the number of sunrises and sunsets, the so lar ca lenda r, the degrees of the 

celestial sphere, and the course of the sun from the Sari' a point of view. 101 Qur'anic commentary 

(laji-Tr) says that the sun has three hu nd red and sixty-fi ve sunri ses and sunsets. Thi s is what I"I"A IT 

yy, may Allah be pleased with him, sa id and it is the truth. And the number of days of the year is 

the same [i.e. 365] except if it is a leap year, in which case it adds a day. And every day it ri ses 

from a (different) position in the east and sets in a (differen t) position in the west until it is 

completed. 

[3] 

lUI Sari ta: Islamic reli giolls law, based on the Qur 'an. 
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I f it is a leap year it ri ses for two days (in success ion) from the same position in the east and sets 

at the same position in the west. The Arabs seek to get information about that th rough the 

shadow at midday, for it is an indi cator of the sun, j ust as the Slln is an indicator o f the shadow. 

As Almighty All ah said "We make the sun an indicator of it (shadow),,102 And thi s (position of) 

sllnrise is the last one in the east wind; and the sun ri ses there on the day when it is in al-l)ir3' , 

fo r the intercalated day (of leap year) only happens then. The number of degrees in the celestial 

sphere is three hundred and sixty-four degrees. Every lunary mansion has thirteen degrees. A 

degree has thirty minutes,103 a minu te has sixty seconds, and a second has sixty lalila. This 

continues up to ten [??]. Thi s approach is based on observation. On the other hand the star-gazers 

say it is only three hund red and sixty degrees because according to them the sun moves one 

degree minus some minutes every day; thi s adds five days per year for them and they call them 

the "stolen" days. Accordi ng to (astronomical) observation the sun moves every day one full 

degree and it crosses three hundred sixty-four degrees in tlu-ee hundred sixty-fou r days. One day 

remains of the so lar year and they add it to the "Great Degree" in al-l)ir5' , and it is the fi rst day 

of the yea r. This is the approach of the Arabs regarding the completion of the sun 's rounel 

through the celestial sphere, and it is based on observat ion of the shadow at midday. But the star-

gazers depend on the reports of Aristotle and others. Thus the Prophet sa id that a report is not the 

same as observat ion. 

102 Qur',lt1 Sura 25: 45. 
tUj This seems 10 be a mi stake. A degree has 60 minutes, nOI 30 . 
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Section 

As for the easts and wests (locations of sunri ses and sunsets), they are arrayed along the (full) 

breadth of the ce lesti al sphere. And the fi rst of them (of the sunri ses) is halfway through (the 

time of) the south w ind, and the last of them is halfway thro ugh the east wind. And the first o f 

the sunsets is halt\.vay th rough (the time of) the west wincl. and the last of them is halfway 
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through the north wind. And thc degrces are arrayed along the (full ) length of the ce lesti a l 

sphe re. And the mid-point o f the sunr ises is at the place where the side wi nd bl ows from between 

the south and the east; and the mid-point o f the sunsets is at the place where the side wind blows 

n'om between west and north. And when it is halfway th rough the winter on the fifteenth of 

Kanllll al-Awwal (December) 104 the sun enters al-Ba lda. And it is at the lowest point of the 

ce lestial sphere, and it rises on that day in the first of the sunrises (iocations), go ing down in the 

south unti l some people claim that it is a country (balad) belonging to the regions of the north 

where the body of the sun is never seen on that day, since it is moving on the southern edge of 

A I-Qubba [Corona Australi s] where it has sunk too low for the people of the norlh (to see) . The 

fo llowers of Islamic law say that it is true what they say in thi s country about a day when you 

cannot see the sun even with effo rt, as it we re "0 11 an ove rcast day" . I sa id thi s is the shortest day 

of the year. And the sun continues to move each day one degree along the length of the ce lesti al 

sphere, and (it moves) one "east" (one sunri se pos ition) along its breadth , for ninety-one days. 

And th is comprises seven lunary mansions: first al-Balda, (then) al-l)abii) , Sa' d Bul a', Sa'd al-

Su ' ud, Sa'd al- ' Al)bi ya, al-Muqaddam, al-Mu ' al]bar. Then it enters Ba\n al-I:fut on the next day. 

And it ri ses at the mid-point of the sunri ses, at the place where the side wind blows. And the 

length of night and day becomes equal. Thi s happens in the middle of spring, that is, on the 

sixteenth of Aga r (March). Then it continues tra ve ling on its course, every day one degree along 

the length of the ce lesti al sphere, and (it moves) one "east" (one sunri se pos ition) alo ng its 

breadth, for ninety-one days. Th is also comprises seven lunary mansions: first Ba\n al-l:liH, 

(then) al-Sara\an, al-Bu\ayn, a l-Jurayya, al-Dabaran, a l-Haq ' a, al -Han ' a. And they compri se in 

full one hundred eighty-two "easts" and li kewise for the ··wests". Then it enters the "Great 

10-1 This is inconsistent wirh what is said elsewhere . The 151h of December (and March) is the beg inning of the 

season. not its halfway point. 
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Degree" of a l-I)ira '. where it is at the hi ghest point of the ce lestial sphere. I r it is not a leap yea r 

it remains there fo r two days but without repeating the same sunrise position twice. But if it is a 

leap it remai ns there for three days and it does repeat the sunri se position for two days in the 

same place, and the sun will set (for two days) in the same place, too. That day is midsul1lmer 

and it is the longest day of the year. Th is is on the fifteenth of l:lazlran (June). But when it is 

(residing) in that (celesti al) degree it turns back a little on the next day; and the noon shadow will 

become longer if it is in the north, and shorter if it is in the south. And it continues to move every 

day one degree along the length of the celesti al sphere, and (it moves) one "east" along its 

breadth, returning in diffe rent "easts" than those from which it came. 

[4] 

..... J \:oj! ~J ",hi """'Y' ~ l!~J c!llill J.,b ~ ~JJ ~J! JS F J:'>,I l.-ff".)c ~ f' .J.,,1>1 <y> ~ 

l! ': "w t)G ;(:,L., J,.&...:i; 'lUll :U . "11 ......J:i.ll J£>'I . wwjll" II ~WI 1 . i ' I L"I J 'Ii.. . ..... J ..>""'U+' J J r' J".-J . J .. JU. JJVUJ ~J ... J C!"' 

Accord ing to th is the re are one hundred e ighty sunrises and the same for the sunsets. The co rrect 

argument is that most Q ur' an ic in te rpreters agree with ((All yy, may All ah bless him, in hi s 

interpretation of [the Q ur ' ani c ve rse (70: 40)) "I swear by the creator of easts and wests (sunri ses 
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and sunsets):' namely that its number is threc hundred and sixty -ti ve sunri ses ancl the same for 

the sunsets. And the sun continues to return in different ·'eas ts·· . as I told you. fo r ninety-two 

clays. or if it is leap year ninety-th ree clays. And this al so compri ses seven lunary mansions: first 

is a l- Dira ', (then) ai-NaIra, al-Tarf, al-Jabha, a l-Zubra, al-Sa rl'a , a l-' Awwa. Then it enters al-

Si mak 0 11 the next day. And it rises on that day at the mid-point of the sunri ses, and it sets at the 

mid-point of the sunse ts, and that is a lso at the place where the side wi nd blows. And the length 

of night and day becomes equa l. Thi s happens in the middle of autumn. that is, on the fifteen th of 

Ay lUi (September) . Then it continues trave lling on its course, mo ving each day one degree along 

the length of the celesti al sphere, and one "east" (one sunri se position) alo ng its breadth, for 

ninety-one days . And thi s also compri ses seven lunary mansions: first al-Simak, (then) al-Gati', 

al-Zabanan, al-' lkITi , al-Qalb, al-Sawl a, and al-Na'a'im. And they make up in full one hundred-

eighty three "easts" whi ch is what remains among the easts. Then it enters al-Balcla on the next 

day, the fifteenth of KanG n al-A wwal (December), li ke thi s forever. And A llah is the perfect 

creator of things, who orders them as He wishes. And thi s is the approach of orthodox Muslim 

guard ians of the sun. 

\"-\';';'..1 J ·.· .. 11 . I, .- "I ' .<. • ..... . " o\s:;)Ij . " II . .. ,II . IL. Ijt.; . '. '-'. W . J ·w.J1 ' I .1-1 

. '0'" J- .? ,, ~ LJ.:rc< cs= .J'?"' c$ Y if"""" .,r ~ c- ~" Y.' LJ . Y"'.J LJ r- " 

,:i..:.;J .Jli." 'J I ..,; ,-?"j .l! " ~ .j.. YJI IF- J;L. J\... Y; .4-'1iiJ ..... -'""" y ,J" ~I o\b.o I jl ~I t ~ ~" 

U'JIJ·· · t IL·'<_ ' 'J-w'Jtlli . IL.j.. I .. \iiJ ..... · . I~-"I.J.,..l! "II' J \...I · 'J\lli '" . 

y.o Y"""'...." r"".c- '0'" .P.-' Y r" ~ J.,r- L.J" .>' J ."..., 
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Section 

Know that the lunary mansions are of two types: b"ight (v isible) and hidden (invisible). If the 

dawn rises in a hidden (mansion) you al most cannot see its stars until the dawn is in the last part 

of the mansion, due to their hiddenness; whi le with a visib le (mansion) we can see its stars even 

when the dawn is in the preceding mansion, due to its strong brightness. And one cannot judge 

that a visible (mansion) has risen if it is seen (onl y) after the dawn, due to its strong brightness. 

But one can judge that a hidden (mansion) has risen when the dawn enters it, even if you cannot 

see its stars due to their hiddenness. If someone asks about a bright (mansion), has it (truly) ri sen 

if it comes into view (onl y) in the whiteness of late dawn, due to its strong brightness? We say 

no. And ifhe asks about a hidden (mansion), has it (trul y) risen if the dawn has entered it but we 

cannot see its stars due to their hiddenness? We say yes. For the only way to judge that a 

mansion has ri sen is if the dawn has entered it. 

.,;O! .}GI 4-'t.s ~ ..,.,s I fi ;(J; yo., L.J,>.b;l1 ~ . LiL.,>; l>" 0.'.> . .:...11., ~I)I ~ y.ll .) u,;b y-JI ..,; ~I <,JU,).11 Jj l' I 
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The first (l11ansion of the moon) is [Sara[iin]. The dawn en ters it on the twenty-fourth of Nfsiin 

(Apri l). Then [AI-Butayn) or the second l11ansion of the 11100n is th ree hi dden sta rs which 

resem bl e the tripod of a kettle. Also some of them say that these stars look like a sheep's bell y. 

The dawn enters it on Iyiir (May) seventh. Then [al-Jurayya) or the third mansion of the moon is 

six stars, some say seven. Some of them ca ll it a star and others say it is the rump of a sheep as 

they il11agined , whi le others say it is the head of a bull (Taurus) . The dawn enters it on Jya r 

(May) twentieth. Then [AI-Dabaran] or the fourth mansion of the moon is a red star that is 

surrounded by small stars as if they formed (the letter) dai, with the big star at the bottom of the 

dal. Some of them call it the hump ora bul l as they imagined; others ca ll it mijdab (a mi xing and 

stirring instrument), and others call it the howdah, while others ca ll it ai-qaia 'is (young camels). 

The dawn enters it on I:!azfran (June) second. Then [AI-I-Iaq'a] or the fifth mansion of the moon 

is the head of Gemin i; Gemini is fou rteen stars formin g the picture of a person, and among these 

al-Haq'a is three small stars positioned in one place as if they were a tripod. We are told that a 

man asked Ibn 'Abbas about the story of the man who sa id to hi s wife "You are divorced 

(ia/aq)I 05 li ke the number of stars in the sky." Then Ibn 'Abbas sa id, "Of the stars in the sky al-

Haq 'a is enough for her" , that is, the head of Gemini. The dawn enters al-Haq 'a on the fifteenth 

of l:!azTran (June) which is the longest day. Then [AI-I-lan'a] or the sixth mansion of the moon is 

two stars with a distance between them of two arm lengths by eye view. One is hidden while the 

other is bri ght. According to al-SabamT the dawn enters it on the twenty-eighth ofI;l azTran (June) 

and the sun on that day reaches the last degree of [AI -I)ira") or the seventh mansion of the moon 

105 Taliiq is a type of divorce performed by husband Talaq takes the form of three repudiations of the wife, 

preferably separated by a peri od ofreflectioll. After three statements of divorce the couple cannot remarry each 

other unless the wife marries another man and is widowed or divorced again. Encyclopedia of Islam. 
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if it is not a leap yea r. o r the second-to-Iast degree. if it is a leap yea r. [AI-Oi ra' is tlVO bright 

stars. I06 The dawn enters it] on the twelfth of TalllIII UZ (Ju ly). 
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106 Source: Lane (Vol. 3, S.Y. didi) 

107 The manu script has ~~1 and ~I : Lane (Vol. 6) presents these words under the root g- I11 -~. showing that 

this is a mistake for ~~I and ~I ("ble" ry-eyed ') 
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Then [A I-NaIra] or the eighth mansion of the moon is two hidden stars with a di stance between 

them of a bone length. Between them is a white bl otch as if it were a piece of cloud . Some of the 

Arabs said that it is Saratan [Crab or Cancer) and the others sa id that it is the tongue of a li on. 

And when a i-Naira ri ses, there ri ses just afte r it [another star-group] in the right-hand reg ion of 

al-I)i ra'. These are two stars; one is visible and the other is less bright. The brighter is call ed 

<~I LSy..:J1 (S i' ra al-Gumay<;!a'). The Arabs said it is wept until it was bleary-eyed ('agmad 

['ag-mas]) . After <~I LSy..:J1 (S i' ra a l-Gumayda') there ri ses .J~I LSy..:J1 (S i'ra al- 'AbCtr). The 

Arabs said it forded ('obara) the Mil ky Way, which is a say ing from the Jahili yya peri od [i. e. 

before Islam]. AI-Si 'ra al- 'AbCtr is oppos ite al -Qira' to the south. It is a ve ry bri ght star. It is thi s 

that A llah ment ioned when He sa id , "He (Allah) is the Lord o f S i' ra" [Qur 'an 53 : 49]. The Arabs 

used to worship it and they sa id there is no other star which cuts across the sky except Si' ra. And 

the ri sing of the two Si' ra's is near to the rising of ai- NaIra. The dawn enters ai-NaIra on 

Tallll11Ctz (Jul y) twenty- fifth. Then [al-Tarf] or the ninth mansion of the moon is two hidden stars; 

they are the eyes o f the li on as the Arabs imagined. They are seen before al-Jabha by fi ve arm 

lengths according to eye view. SOl11e of them sa id it is fo ur stars to the north . or two stars to the 

south. The dawn enters al-Tarfon Ab (August) seventh . Then [AI-Jabha] or the tenth mans ion of 
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the moon is fo ur bright stars conta ining a curve. the ri ghtmost of which is a bi g star. Some ofthc 

Ara bs sa id it is the fo rehead of the lion and it is the firstjolllrct "coal" , The dawn enters it on Ab 

(A ugust) twenti eth . Then [a l-Zubra) or the eleventh mansion of the moon is two bright stars 

which look li ke a l-Oira ' but w ith less brightness than the two stars [o f al-Oira' ). Some o f the 

Arabs said it is the two flanks o f the li on and it is the second jamra , The dawn enters it on Ay llll 

(September) second. Then [al-Sarfa) or the twelfth mansion of the moon is a bright star that 

fo llows al-Zubra. Some of them sa id it is the heart of the li on and it is the third jamra. It is also 

ca ll ed the biggest. The reason for calling al -Jabha, a l-Zubra, and al-Sarfa by the term jamra is 

that when they are ri sing at dawn, the time is balanced [??J, and they (dua l) cut thejal11ra of heat; 

and when they are setting at dawn, the time is balanced completely, and they (dual) cut thejomra 

of cold [???). The dawn enters a l-Sarfa on AylDI (September) fifth 108 and night and day become 

eq ual. Then [AI-'Awwa) or the thirteenth mansion of the moon is four stars li ke the (l etter) lam 

written le liwa rds (backwards?). The Arabs ca ll it the hi p of the li on. The dawn enters it on the 

twenty-fifth 109 of Ay lDI (September). Then [AI-Simak al-Nzal) or the fourteenth mansion of the 

moon is a single star. It is either the ri ght leg or the le ft leg of the lion. Before it ri ses, four white 

stars ri se that resemble a bed. In them there is a curve that ri ses after the star Suhayl. They ca ll ed 

it the throne of the fi sh. As for the leg of the lion, it is a red star that is ca lled Ramih (Spear-

thrower) because of a small star preceding it ( i.e. the spea r) where ne ither the sun nor the moon 

res ides . The dawn enters it on Tisrl n al-Awwal (Octobe r) eleventh . Then [A I-Gafr) or the 

fi fteenth mansion of the moon is three hidden stars in a curve. Some of them said it is the tail of 

the li on, The Arabs considered its rising as a bless ing and in their poetry they said that the best 

mansion forever is the mansion between the Li on [1 4th] and al-Zabanan [1 6th). by which they 

108 Evidently a mistake: shou ld be " fi fteenth'- ( 1 3~day intervals between successive mansions). 
III') Evidently a mi stake: should be"twc nty-eighth ." 
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l11 ean al-Gafr r 15th]. The dawn enters it on Ti sri n al- A \V\.va l (Octobe r) twe11ly- fourth. Then rAI-

Zabana n] or the sixteent h l11ansion of the 111 00n is two bright stars with a d istance between the l11 

of fi ve arl11 lengths by eye view. And they are the two horns of the sco rp ion, as they il11agined. 

The dawn en ters it on the sixth of Ti srin al-Tani (Novel11ber). Then [A I-lkli l] or the seve nteenth 

mansion of the 111 00n is the chest of the scorpion and it is fo ur stars, til1'ee of which are in a li ne 

and the fo urth is sl11a ll and precedes the l11 . The dawn enters it on Tisrin al -Tani (Nove mber) 

nineteenth . T hen al-Qalb (Hea rt) or the eighteenth l11 ansion of the 11100n is the heart of the 

scorpion as they il11ag ined . It is a red star between two stars and it is bigge r than both of them. It 

is found in the base of the scorpion 's tail. And when al-Qalb ri ses, al-Nasr al-Waqi ' rises 

opposite it, and it rises with two stars called [AI-Hararayni ] . W hen they ri se at dawn it will 

becol11e very co ld ; the Arabs sa id when the hea rt [qa/b] rises it is a dog [ka/b ] of a winter. The 

dawn enters al-Qalb on Kanun a l-Awwal (December) second. 

-'" ) <",lUll';; . ti:J1 '" 0; ~I -"') J) YI Uy\S 00 y:<c <..J-"'bJl f ~I '" ;U".::JI '" y.ill F-) . ;;"';L.;ll 0 y.-JI 
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Then [AI-Sawla] or the nineteenth mansion of the moo n is the sting of the scorpion which he 

uses to strike with, as they imagined. [t is two white sta rs separated by the di stance of a hand-

span. They are grouped with al-Majarra al-Yamani yya [??]. The dawn is in Sawla on the 

fifteenth of Kanu n al-Awwal (December) and it is the shortest day of the year. Then [AI-

Na'if1im] or the twentieth mansion of the moon; it is eight stars fo ur of which are lower w hi le 

four are upper. And the lower (stars) are in AI- Majarra al-Iani ya and they ca ll it AI-Na' ii' im al-

Warida, whil e the upper (stars) are ca ll ed A I-Na'a' im a I-Sadira. They call the entire AI -Na'ii' im 

" the bow", and some of the Arabs ca ll it the neck lace. 11l The dawn enters it on Kanlll1 al -Awwal 

(December) twenty-eighth. Then [AI- Balda] or the twenty- first mansion of the moon is a region 

between al-Na'a' im and al-l)abi b with no identifi ed (visibly) seen stars. The sun res ides in it on 

110 Manuscript has ~ with interlinc(lr correction to~. 

III Manuscript has ~I with interlinear correct ion to ~I, 

112 Corrected in the mar!.!in to Jl..,;.J1 :i.S.,.:. 
I L> My informant Sayl] Adam describes this l11ansion as animals cross ing a river. 
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the shortest day of' the yeaL 11
• Some of them called it the country of the fo x. as they imagined it 

in the sky in a place whe re a fox rested. and he struck wi th his tai l and the stars were scattered 

away. That is why it is ca ll ed the fox country. The dawn enters it on Kanun al-Tani (January) 

tenth. Then [AI-l)ab il)] or the twenty-second mansion of the moon is two bri ght stars with a 

di stance of an arm's length between them. And together with the hi gher of the two there is a 

sma ll star c lose to it. Some of them ca ll the small one the earring. The name AI-l)abih " the 

s laughterer" is given to th is star because he [an unnamed person] approached it and they sa id (to 

him), "Slaughter it". The dawn enters it on Kanun a l-Tani (January) twenty third. Then [Bul a'] or 

the twe nty-third mansion of the moon is two hidden stars with a distance between them of a 

hand-span. The dawn enters it on Suba\ (Feb ruary) fifth. Then [AI-Su'ud] or the twenty-fourth 

mansion of the moon, on the e ighteenth of Subar (Feb ruary). Then [AI-Abbiya] or the twenty-

fifth mansion of the moon is four stars, three of wh ich resemble a tripod and the fo urth is 

hanging fro m one of them. If yo u look at them careful ly they resemble hanging lamps. The dawn 

enters it on Agar (March) thi rd. Then [AI-M uqaddam] or the twenty-sixth mansion of the moon 

is two bri ght sta rs with a distance between them of seven arm lengths. And the more northerl y of 

the two is surrounded by e ight sma ll stars: two to the north , two to the south , two to the east and 

two to the west. And the big star is amidst these eight. Some of them say these eight stars are the 

cross-p iece of the Bucket (Aq uarius). The bigger of the two is like a ring as they imagined. The 

dawn enters it on Agar (March) s ixteenth, and then night and day are equal. Then [AI-Mu'al]l] ar] 

or the twenty-seventh mansion of the moo n is two sta rs that are like Muqaddam in their 

bri ghtness and the di stance betwee n them. When you look at the two stars of Muqaddam and the 

two of Mu'al]l]ar yo u ca n see four stars like a bed. Some of them say these four big stars are the 

Il .J I do not understand the text here. Above it says that the shortest day ort lle year is in al-Saw la . Here, however, it 

says that on the shortest day of the yea r. the sun resides ill al- l3alcla. I lo\\' can the shortest day of the year be in \\'· 0 

different man sions? 
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cross-piece of a big bucket. Some of them ca ll the more northerly of the two stars or AI-

Mu"abba r "AI-Qa ' id" (leader), The dalVn enters al-Mu"aIJIJar on Agar (March) twenty-ninth, 

Then [ Ba~n AI-Jjl!t]"ti sh be ll y" or the twenty-e ighth mansion of the moon consists of small stars 

in the fo rm ofa fi sh, Among them is a red star ca ll ed fi sh bone and some of them cal l it AI-Risa 

(rope), The dawn enters Ba~n AI-J:lflt on Nlsan (April ) eleventh, 

L. "-';<1 I, ,I _ ',:'~ " ...., ,; - II" , 1,'; - )W W ,';11 Lol Gk..i ~.l! ~I ...., ' - II" , ',L,II '.1 ,L 
y"" J ' ~ " ..,...,., Y""'" "P.- UA........ ""J"' J" " "J ," Y""'" "P.- UA ~ cs' "J""' J 

~:,s J c,.> ~I '" \po Jo..., cl.! ; y')1 c,.>.J\i, 'i J c,.> ~I '" kl \...o.,.JJ..>-=-'i I c,.>S.,sJ1 ~I J-'<- L.,.JJ ~I .b.. J 

'-"!.JJ ,c,.>~1 ",.uc kll..:.;.JJ Jjc'il~)\; cl.! I~I c~I)1 Jj.U> 'i":; w~l..,.l, l...o lyJl ~.J\i,J ,~I ;;';~I 
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Section : on the path of the moon 

Its path is to the south or Saratan (the I1rst mans ion). nca r to the l11 ansion. But sometimes it goes 

down and has no path to the north. And its path is also in AI-Bu\ayn or the second mansion to the 

south and sometimes it covers it. 'I S As for al-Turayya (the third mansion), it (the moon) touches 

it to the south unti l it almost covers it. This mostl y happens on odd-numbered ni ghts. In rare 

cases it dev iates to the north and sometimes also to the south. Then the moon enters al-Dabaran 

(the fourth mansion) as with al-Turayya, and I have sometimes seen it cove r it completely. It 

never comes close to al-Haq'a (the fifth mansion) but deviates to the north. Usuall y it comes 

close to al-I-Ian'a (the sixth mansion) but in rare cases it dev iates to the north. It never resides in 

the southern [part of] al-Dira ' (the seventh mansion) , but rather in the northern al-Dira' (comi ng) 

from the south, touching one of the two stars with no path to the north. Somet imes it is in the 

middle between the two I)ira' s, close r to the northern one. Then it touches ai-Naira (the eighth 

mansion) and somet imes covers it complete ly. And it comes close to al-Tarf(the ninth mans ion), 

and somet imes it is in the middle between AJ-I"aynayn (the two eyes of a l-Tart). Then it passes in 

the middle of al-Jabha (the tenth mansion) and sometimes it deviates to the red star, and 

sometimes it goes down to the south. And it does not come close to al-Zubra (the eleventh 

mansion) but deviates from it to the south. The same too fo r al-sarfa (the twelfth mansio n). It 

comes near al- ' Awwa (the thirteenth mansion) from the south. Then it is never detached from 

AI-Ram i!), but it touches aI-'A'zal [these are two stars associated with al-S imiik, the fourteenth 

mansion of the moon] ; and sometimes it goes down from it to the south and someti mes it rises to 

the north . Then usually it covers al-Gafr (the I1ftecnth mansion), and sometimes it goes down to 

the south and sometimes it ri ses from it to the north. Then it usuall y passes between the two stars 

11 5 The sense see ms to be thm the moon is very large, so it can physically covel' an en tire man sioll. 
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of al- Zabanan (the sixteenth mansion) and somet imes it goes clown from it to the south and 

sometimes it ri ses to the nort h. T hen it passes through a l- Iklll (the seventeenth mansion) ti·om the 

north, or somet imes it passes from the south . And it touches al-Qalb (the eighteenth mansion) 

from the north, and sometimes it dev iates from it a littl e, and it has no path to the south. Then it 

passes opposite to al-Sawla (the nineteenth mans ion) , deviating from it to the north . Then as for 

al-Na'a' im (the twentieth mansion), if it (the moon) goes up to the north then it will reside in al­

Saclira, while ifit goes down to the south itwi ll reside in al-Warida [these are two groups of stars 

in al-Na'a'im). Then it passes in the middle of al-Balda (the twenty-first mansion) and sometimes 

deviates from it to the north. Then it avoids al-Oabil) (the twenty-second mansion), keeping far 

off to the south. It sometimes reaches near to it until the di stance between them is two arm 

lengths for an eye viewer. Then usually it covers al -Bula ' (the twenty-third mansion) although it 

resides in it, as it al so resides in al-OabiJ:t. Then it avoids al-Su ' ud (the twenty-fourth mansion) to 

the south, and li kewise al-Abbiya (the twenty- fifth mansion). Then it very strongly avo ids al ­

Muqadclam (the twenty-s ixth mansion) to the south. And somet imes it (the moon) reaches near to 

it until the distance between them is two a rm lengths for an eye viewer. And s imilarly al­

Mu'al}bar (the twenty-seventh mansion); it (the moon) resides in it just as it resides in al­

Muqaddam. And Baln ai -Hut (the twenty-eighth mansion) is li ke the two of them, but it (the 

moon) never comes near it. So know thi s. 

uL..oj.; FI U y.,!J u,:;J y,J1 lJ!.! 1.:, y.. J,..rhi 4h u l I..:o~ .t)11 ~ ~ 1:'1 Y' \..ojl ~I Y.--- L>" \j.ft:' L;, ~ J 

-u.-o)I. 
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Section 

All that we have discLissed above abo Lit the motion of the 11100n applies on ly to cases where [the 

111 00n's ri sing] does not fall in a gap [between two mansions]. If it does fa ll in a gap, then its path 

is intermediate between the two l11ansions. And everyone knows it bi- 'idmiin cli-ra$ld [??]. 
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Section: On the Division of the Seasons 

You should know. may Al lah strengthen yo u. that when the Arabs came to know about the solar 

yea r they divided it into four seasons: sum mer, autumn, winter and spring. And each of them has 

ninety-one days. One day is left over. Then they observed; and if the sun res ided in al-I)i ra" [the 

seventh lunar mansion] for fourt een days, then they added that day to the summer. And it is the 

longest day of the year. And if it is a leap year, then the sun res ides in al-I) ira" for fifteen days. 

And Yal!ya ibn Sa'Td AI-ZubayrT narrated a !:Iadil whi ch he ascribed to ''A li yy ibn Abu Talib, 

may Allah bless him . One day in Ba$ra he sa id, the autumn has ninety-one days, then winter after 

it has ninety-one days, the spring after it has ninety-one days, with one addit iona l day in summer 

if it is not leap yea r and two days if it is leap year. This is three hundred and sixty-five days, and 

three hundred and sixty- six days if it is leap year. Also it is narrated from the Prophet that "The 

sun has three hundred and sixty-five ' apertures ' ; each day it ri ses from a rdifferent] apertu re." 

Also there is narrated from Ya~ya ibn Sa'Td a !:IadTI which he ascribed to 'Aliyy, may Allah bless 

him. If in Ba$ra the shadow [of some standard measuring pole? of a man?] at mid-day is six and 

a ha lf feet long, thi s is also the shadow of everything which is li ke it. This is the first day of 

winter. And when forty-fi ve days have passed, that is the middle of winter, the length of the 

shadow becomes nine feet minus 1/8. Then the next day the sun turns back (i n its course); the 

day begins to become longer while the night becomes shorter. After forty-s ix days comes the end 

of winter. The shadow becomes six and a half fee t long and thi s is also the shadow of everything 

which is like it. Then the spring begins on the nex t day; then after forty-fi ve days comes the 

middle of spring. The night and day become equal, and the shadow length becomes three and a 

half feet. And after fo rty-s ix days, the summer stal1s and the shadow length is one and a half feet 
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predomi nantl y. I II> After-forty fIve days comes the midd le of summer. which is the longest day or 

the year: and the shadow length becomes hair a foo t predominantl y. On the next day the sun 

turns back (in its course). After forty-seven days have passed ii' it is not a leap year or rorty-eight 

days if it is a leap yea r it is the end of summer; the shadow length becomes one and a half feet 

predominantl y. Then the autumn begins on the nex t day; and after forty-five days the ni ght and 

day become equal, which is the middle of autumn. And the shadow length becomes three and a 

half feet predom inantl y. Then after forty-six days the autumn ends and the winter begins on the 

next day. Also the shadow length becomes six and a half feet and thi s is also the shadow of 

everyth ing whi ch is like it. This is based on "Ali yy ibn Abu Talib, may Allah bless hi m. 

!16 ~1.J mea ns "predominantly"; in the present context. it ll1i ghllllcan "approximately" . Note that three out of four 
occurrences of~l.J are in the stimmel' season . when the shadow is shortest and perhaps hardest to measure 
accurate ly. 
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Section 

Abo Ja'Tar A I -Ba~ r1 stales in his book: We looked at the day which ' AI. yy, may Allah bless hi m. 

states as being the first day of winter wh ich corresponds to the first clay of Tisrln AI-Tan. 

(November). We also looked at the day he ca ll s the middle of winter, that is the shortest day of 

the year, which co rresponds to the fifteenth of KanOn AI-Awwal (December). And we looked at 

the day he call s the last day of wi nter which co rresponds to the thirteenth day of KanOn AI-Tan. 

(January). On the next day the spring begins. Additionally we looked at the day he says has equal 

length of night and day, that is the middle of spri ng, whi ch co rresponds to the sixteenth of Agar 

(March). We also looked at the last day of spring, whi ch corresponds to the fi rst day of lyar 

(May); the summer begins the next day. And we looked at the day he said is the middle of 

summer which is the longest day of the year, which corresponds to the fi ftee nth of 1:lazTran 

(June) on which the shortening of all northern shadows and all southern shadows ends. The sun 

turns back (on its course) the next day. Also we looked at the day he called the last day of 

summer which corresponds to the first day of Ab (A ugust). The autumn starts on the next day. 

And we looked also at the day he call ed the middle of autumn in which the night and day 

become eq ua l, which co rresponds to the fifteenth of Ay lCll (September). Additi ona ll y we looked 

at the day he sa id is the last day of autumn, whi ch corresponds to the last day of T isrTn AI-

A wwal (October). And the winter begins on the next clay. 
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Section 

People agree that the longest day of the year is when the sun turns back (on its course) declining 

toward the south, and that the shortest day is the day it returns (on its course) ascending to the 

east [sic]. However, they disagree on which mansion it returns from. Astronomers li ke Yahya ibn 

Sa'Td AI-ZubayrT, AbO Mul!ammad AI-'AbdT and AbO AI-'Abbas AI-Safar said that it returns 

back on the second day that it is in Q ira' [the seventh mansion] and it is take n as evidence. And 

on that day the shado w becomes (maximally) short. And it begins to grow on the next day, 

whether to the north or the south. It reverses itself; and they use thi s as evidence for the return 

(of the sun). Indeed, fo r the Arabs there is no evidence on the sun except the shadow just as there 

is no ev idence for sight except the sun[??]. (On the other hand) the /aqwll11 scholars (a lmanac 

calendar) said that it returns back on the second day that it is in ai-NaIra [the eighth mansion]. If 

thi s (can be taken as) settled , then (they also di sagree) on which da y is it in al-Qira'· [the seventh 

mansion]? There are three opinions on thi s. The first is that it enters it on the ninth day of 

1;lazTran (June) and turns back on the tenth day. The second is that it enters on the nineteenth of 

f:!azTran (June) and turns back on the twenti eth. The third is that it enters on the fifteenth of 

f:!azTran (June) and turns back on the s ixteenth. Thi s is the way of the star-watchers, as it is based 

upon observation and watchi ng stars. The [l ast] opinion is intermediate between the [other] two 

opinions. and the middle opini on is to be considered the best. 
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Section 

The above has to do with its (the sun 's) remrn in the summer; and [the date o f] its return in the 

winter has the same bas is. Those who say that it turns back in the summer on such and such day 

of tIaziran (June), at the same time say that it turns back in th e winter on that same day in Kanun 

AI-Awwal (December). Thus also those who say that it returns in the summer on the second day 

that it is in NaIra [the eighth mansion] , say that it returns in the winter on the second day that it is 

in I)abil) [the twenty-second mansion] . And those who say that it returns in the summer on the 

second day that it is in I)ira' [the seventh mansion] , say that it returns in the winter on the second 

day that it is in Balda [the twenty-first mansion]. 
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Section: on the (zodiac) stations of the sun 

YOLI should know that the Arabs observed twelve so lar stations [twelve zodiac constellat ions] 

that ri se each ni ght. The last one of these rises at dawn. Then [on subsequent ni ghts] that same 

constell ation will precede the dawn and ri se before it. It increases each night by the di stance of a 

hand-span by eye view. This is because the sun is (grad uall y) separating itse lf from that station 

as it moves to the east, until when 13 nights have passed it will be the next station [zodi ac 

conste ll ation] th at ri ses at dawn, indeed almost in the whiteness of late dawn 11 7. And what [i. e. 

whatever constel lation] had previously [on previous ni ghts] ri sen at dawn will now ri se before 

dawn; and what had previollsly ri sen in the whiteness o f late dawn wil l now ri se at dawn, by one 

part of the ni ght out of 12 parts. And a di ffe rent constellation sets in the west than those 

constellations that can be seen in the west at the beginning of the night, when it becomes red. 

Thi s is because the sun is approaching it as it moves to the east. And thi s showed them that every 

13th (day) (of each month) the sun settles in (another) one o f these stati ons. And then it moves 

on to the nex t stati on toward the east. And they observed what [i .e. what constellation] is ri sing 

in the whiteness of late dawn and what is setting in the red evening twili ght ; and they take what 

is in the middle between them, and they know that that is the zod iac sign where the sun is. Al lah 

knows the best. 

Iii ) ..i ... :"JI: whilness of dawn or daybreak (Lane, Vol. 4, s.v. s{~far). 
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Chapter Six 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

The Bale region of Ethiopia is an important place where Arabic manuscripts are found , though 

they are scattered and have been almost entire ly ignored by scholars. There are many Bale 

scho lars whose hi story and contribution remain unstud ied. Among these, the !-IatTo Saybs and 

their co llect ion are significant. The Harro Sayl]s who are introduced here have been leading 

public figures, teachers, arbitrators and scholars for many generations. 

The Harro Sayl]s contributed to the soc iety o f Agarfa and Bale at large. The ir co ll ection in 

Agarfa consists mostly of printed books but also seven manuscripts. This thesis has examined 

and cata logued these manuscripts. The manuscripts in the co llection dea l with various topics 

such as astronomy, poetry, research methodology, numero logy, grammar, jurisprudence, logic, 

rheto ri c, pra ise of the Prophet, letter, human anatomy, Qur' an, madh, Hadil , etc. No previous 

study has identifi ed any co llect ion in Agarfa; thi s thes is presents it to the academ ic wo rl d for the 

first time. 

The Harro Sayl]s also contributed signi fi cantl y to the expansion of Islam and the local 

ce lebration of Mawlid al-Nab i. They are highl y respected in the society due to the ir reli gious and 

politica l activ ities. They are arbitrators and public fi gures for all the Arsi-Bale people. The Sayl]s 

are known throughout Arsi-Bale, Hararge, Jimma, Wallo, and Gurage land . Although they are 

many in number, thi s study presents the biographies of just six Saybs due to lack of adequate 

sources. 
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A matrimony sermon given 111 the manuscri pt is al so discussed. as the role of two women. 

namely SillT Alawiya (a scholar and reli gious leader) and ' A'iisa bi nt I'A IT Sul tan Goml11a. ' P/ isa 

(the daughter of the 7'h king of Gomma). SiltT Alawiya sent a dipl omatic letter to Agarfa from 

Eritrea during the Italian occupation, and 'A'isa sent a manuscript as a waqf donati on from 

Gomma to Agarfa. 

The astronomy manuscript shows us that the Saylj s' coll ection includes not only reli gious but 

also secular manuscripts. Even though they were not scienti fically trained the Sayljs had good 

background knowledge on planets, stars, solar and lunar calendars. Also the 12 zodiac signs, the 

28 stations of the moon and other topics are presented. 

The following recommendations can be useful : 

1. Collect ing and preserving the scattered manuscripts 111 Agarfa, especially In private 

homes, to protect them from disin tegration and disappearance. 

2. The manuscripts in Bale as a whole await academ ic investigation, cataloguing and 

digitizing. 

3. The manuscripts cata logued in the thesis al so need fu rther analysis. 
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Informants 

Name Place Date Age Remarl, 

Mekuanin t Kine Addis Ababa March 3, 20 13 30 He is a Ph D 
student of 
phys ics and 
astronomy 

Rabl'a Qasim Agarfa November 8 and 67 She is the wi fe 
9, 20 12 of the late Say!] 
May I, 2, and 3, 'Abdu ljaIn 
2013 

Sa'ad Tahir Agarfa November 8 and 19 He is a grandson 
9, 2012 of Say!] 
May 1, 2, and 3, 'Abdulj aIn 
2013 

Sadam Tahir Agarfa November 8 and 17 He is a grandson 
9, 20 12 of Say!] 'Kamal 
May 1,2, and 3, 
2013 

Salman I-lassen Agarfa November 8 and 18 He is a grandson 
9,2012 of SaYD 'Kamal 
May 1,2, and 3, 
201 3 

Say!] Adam Addis Ababa February 21 , 80 He is well 
Miisa 2013 and many educated in 

telephone Islam i c teach i ngs 
conversations or 'ilm and 

especially in 
astronomy 

'Abdul-Karim ./imma Many telephone 55 He is a we ll -
Abba Garo conversations educated 

informant of the 
royal fami ly of 
Jimma 

Say!] Kamal ibn Agarfa November 8 and 65 I-Ie is major 
I-Hiji Mu l~amJl1 ad 9, 201 2 informant who 

May 1,2, and 3, has much 
2013 and many knowledge about 
telephone the history of the 
conversations J-Iarro Say!]s 

Sayl] Abdurahi m Agarfa November 8, 63 He is a good 
SaYD Muhammad 2013 and May 2, informant on the 
Sani 2013 history of the 

manuscripts in 
the co llection 
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