
Aspects of Ethiopian Return Migration 

Prepared by: AdmID1esh Atnafu 

Master Thesis 

Advisor: Dr. Tegegn Gebregzaber 

Department of Regional and Local Development Studies 
School of Graduate Studies 

July 2006 



Addis Ababa University 
School of Graduate Studies 

Aspects of Ethiopian Return Mig,-ation 

A thesis submitted 10 th e School of Graduate Studies 
Addis Ababa University 

In partial flt/flUm ent of the requirements f or the Degree of Masters of Arts 
ill Regional and Local development Studies 

By: Adamnesh Atna[u 

APPROVED BY BOARD OF EXAMINERS SIGNATURE 

I. 
Chairman of Graciuate Committee 

O-;:;:e-<)re G~I P7~ ,'crY c"" 
2. 

~~ JJ-e-S"'-~ 3. 
Exami ner 

4. ~~~ 
Examiner 



Declaration 

I, the undersigned, hereby declare that thi s thesis is my ori ginal wo rk and has not been presented 

for a degree in any other uni versity, and all sources ofm ateriaJ used for the thesis have been dul y 

ac knowledged. 

Name: Adamnesh Atnafu 

Signature: 

Dr. Tegegn Gebregzaber 

Signature: 

Place and Date of submiss ion: 

Addis Ababa Uni versity, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

June 2006 



To my parents, Atnaju Bogale and Hirut Mulugeta 



Acknowledgement 

I am indebted to all those who provided their support for the completion of this 

thesis. I am deeply grateful to my advisor Dr. Tegegn Gebre-Egzaber for hi s 

absolute advice to the research work. 

My deepest gratitude goes to Ato Yemane Mekonnen with out whom the data 

collection would not have been poss ible. I would also like to thank Ato Samson 

Kassa who assisted a lot in the data col lection. 

My appreciation also extends to W it Mishisala Beyene and Wit Ayne Habtamu who 

have been very helpful in organizing the data. 

As the li st will be long, I will not attempt to articu late the names of those who 

contributed for the compilation of this thesis. 

Thank you all for your support. 



Abstract 

Return migration has different dimensions worth considering. Despite the fact that this 

issue is an important factor having an impaC! on the countlY's socia-economic growth, 

not much is known on Ihe dynamics of the phenomenon. Lack of research and 

information regarding return migration is an important reason for the less emphasis 

given to the issue. This study is therefore concerned with an assessment of return 

migration of Ethiopian migrants, in particular those who have migrated to Ihe weslern 

countries. 

Accordingly, as per th e study, most went abroad mainly to improve their living standards 

through education and to support their families back home, and due to the insecurity they 

had regarding political stability. On the other hand, aspirations to live and work back in 

Ethiopia and fa mily ties were the main reasons for many to actuaily return home. 

Regarding re-illlegration, mosl have managed to re-integrate well back in Iheir home 

countlY both in the working system and in the community with some exceptions. The 

problem may be attributed to change in structural value of the return migrants and the 

resistant naillre of Ihe community itself. /n addition, as they have accumulated savings 

from working abroad, most have been able to transfer jinancial capital and also human 

capital as most of them have acquired skills and experience through the tertiwy trainings 

Iheyobtained. Finally, as the government 's illltiaLive including incentives and privileges 

is appreciated, slill support is required. 

By and large, this study attempted to jiilthe information gap due to lack of research by 

generating information usejiil to identifY important policy concerns. 






































































































































































































































