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Abstract 

11'1'(,(,c/'o /tax wit/"Iy heen celehrated by 01'01110 peo/l/e for (f loug period of lilllC!. II p!ay.\' (/ majnr 

roll' ill the socia! life of the Orolllo people. Irreccha is (/ rilual ceremony ill which Dromns 

wars"i!) {/luI prai!iC! Waaqa. Moreover, it ellables Dromos to he IIl1ited (strellgthtJlI III1;Z) 'J, make 

conciliatio ll (l lI/ung conflicting groups lIlId promote Ilteir (,II/Ili r e. The Irreec/UI ('('I'l'IIIO I/Y ('( ,Iecfed 

for (his p(/rlicular study are Irreecha Horaa Arsadee (easlem showa) Gild Horan Bisiil (western 

s lu}\1'(f). MallY scholarly works ha ve so far beel/ dedicated 10 the sllIriy of the various aspects of 

Gromo /tiSIOI),. culture, belief alld folklore. However, 'hc.ve scholars have tOl{clled 111'0 11 the 

IrredUl riuwl 0 1/ (\1 as a passing remark. 111 other lVord I/ O de/ailed study ('xc:/llsive/y or broadly 

dedica led 10 Irreec/w ceremollY (ri ll/al) has been carried 0111 with a view to properly docum enling 

il. The (' 1/1'/'('1/1 study Ny to jilllhis gllp. 

71le II/(/ill ohjective of this lhesis is To explore whell alld why Irreecha celebration; To (IIw~vze 

the process ollrreecha celebratioll at Horaa Arasadee (/1/11 /-Ioraa Bisill; To describe the actual 

place where alJ(llhe ae/liallime whelllrrecha is pelf armed and to know the social vailles·ottached 

to Il'l'e('//(/o ceremony. In order 10 cmy 0111 this research fh e fo llowing method is /lsed. 

The r('s(!(frcher has employed qualitative research method, ellcompassing interview, pOl'licipall1 

ob,\'('/'\I(lIioll ollli fucus-group disCIlSiofl, II/odditioll to these, photographs alld video shoOlillg have 

ul,\'(I /W(,II fukell so us lU caplure fhe ell tire Jellillg al/d scel/ely . Bused 0 11 lhi,\' mcthod, Ih t' iinding 

of the .wuly will be mention m' fo 110 IV. 

To 1IlC'llfio" sO/lie of the jilldiug.\· of this study: - Irreecho is a rilulil ceremony celebmled ill the 

ell lin' 0 1'0 111 0 1(llId, there are two major types of IrreeclUl ceremonies: Il'reechli Tllllll (Irreecha 

celehmted Oil 1II0ula;II) and Irreecha Maika (Irreecha celebrated 011 the ballk 0/ rivel), Ih ere are 

variatiolls across Drama lands regarding the celebration (nol uniform) and the ceremony is 

ce/"braled by 1/1/ Oromos regardless oj Age, Sex alld slailis. 

v 



(' I L \ I'TFI{ 0 " E 

Cl'lleral Bal'iq.!,rolllltl 

1.1. The Or"",,, I'c'np,," and Ihl' I.an gll agr 

1, 1.1 1'1,, ' I'"op'" 

.'\nlllllg Ih ,' 111; 111 )' p"" ple livill!! \\ 'ilhill 11ll' h" I'd ,.,.s " I' Pl'L' SL'1I1 day 1,lll i" l'i" II, ,, ( h " "111 

"" IlSlil uic Ih" III (lSI Il limerous ( l\;lI'I \'l s 1')X ]: !.' i, As sCI'n ;d S(lUl'ces ill<i ic"lc ;1I"llhe 

I'L':dil y L'" hi hi", Onlillia is (h" bi ggest I'egill il ill 1:lhi lll' ;'" , \ cc(l l'dill ~' III Ihe :>'007 

h lp" lal i\11I ;11 1<1 11 1I"sill g Ce ll sll s II I' 1':lhi llp i;1. Ih" 1"I:d Pll p" la li ull (l r ( )I'" mi :1 ~: l li ll llal 

Regill il al SI" I" sl;lIl ds al 27 mi lli" Il , Tlll he besl II I' 111 1 k Il U \\ ' ic< I ~~ c , Ihis ll'I ;d, es Ih,' (hllIllU 

Pill' ~ )r lhL' IlluSt IHlIll c ]\l Ll S t: lhn ic g roups illlhc w ilu le PI' .'\rri c;1. 

I'llI..' () roIl Il J 1ll.'lIpk CtHlst itulc V:l rl OLI S gl'lIUpS \\ li icit Ii )!' n· lll uri .... ·s \·\l·I .... · Ct1 llljl llSLd ;I1 I1 Hlsl 

\..' \l' lusi, vI: II!' grou ps or cUllktk r;lliullS ur !! I'U Up s. TI lL ~~ rlltlp s . ill llh.' ir turll. \\ \ '1\ .' dividl'd 

ill III sUh-rrl ll lps . til l' sub-gro up..., ill Iu 1"..' 1:lIl s. ;lI ld t Il \"..' CLII 1S ill to li l h. . .': lg .... 'S. I'\t l\\ a d;I Ys 

d it lc n.: n l ()rulllo !!l'l1l1 pS OCC ll P ~ ce llt r: !! . WCSh.Tll. L': lslc ],1l :IIHI soutli casll:rll I': tl lillpia. 

,\lI\ung 1111,.' Ill :lj u r r~ g iona l gruups it is poss ihk to 111 !..! lI liu ll th e H{)rall<l. ( iu.i i. ,\rsi. 

TIl IIllI IiI , ,\1'1" 111 0 ,, 11 11 , Macha, K"rnt )' u alld Wallo, Il arlc ls ( I ')X,,) 

III his '"1puhl ished \\'<I rk li (led .. ( 't lll l; IIU ;11 alld ( 'hall gL' ;11 Ol'''IllU ,\ (lillilli st rali vc 

l' r:lcl ;eC'i ( I (I'" - I <!,h ccnlury)" /.ddelll C~ II () :2: 1-2) indie; lI ed Ih;1I Ihe Orll lll ll ;I re Ih,' lar!!CS I 

J.;u sh;l; c SI'L'; ll-i n!! pcople ;n 1':lil ;op; (1. Ik yolld til e;r p"publ i" ll size ;lIld I'asl terrilu rial 

d islri bul iull , lile), arc kllown i\ lr the ir ri ch cll ltlll'al ilc-ri (; 'gc ;lI ld C"1l1P \c" socio­

ad m;n; stra li 'C' pr;lcli ces, III the sL'cond il ;lIr o l'lhc I (I'" cCll lury, Ihc Or(llll(l SLT Ill 10 h:II'e 

rcprcscllll'd a ullt ll r ~ lI l y hOIll(l ~'.C IHHI S socil.' lY. I t \ \ 'as hl.' l ic\ l.: d that d ll ri ll!-! I l ll...' i r ~Xp; n ) S h lil. 

,lIllhe Orl'Il11 ' nsd silll ilar sys lelll "rage cl assi lic" tion, 

I II 1 1..' 1'1 I1 S U( \.'Lll llU IJli c i.1l: ti v it y . the ( hulllo arc largel y 11I ixed !; II'IllCrS, I II thl...' Ili ghla lld arl...'<lS 

lli l...' ir l i\'l' l il ltllld is hased Oil lTtlp l: uil i v<'ltio ll a lld all i lll i.1i h tl sba lld r ~. I II 10\\ 1'llld arl'as 

l' a'i I( lral; Sl II Ilredomillalcs, Thc Ol'll lllO II I' wcsI alld 1':a, 1 ,\ 'fI II'1'(I (lh L' lI1;1 ill r(lCliS " I' Ihi s 

,'1'1< " '), Illl \\"\ , ' I' , arc e"elus ivel y ag ric ultll rali sls \\ ilil lili lil ed degree II I' ' lIl illla l hush"nd l' Y, 



III I~rms ,01 ' rL"li [: ill ll , Ch ri sli allil)" Isla l11 alld Iradi li <'l1a l h ,'li~ 1' " sl,' II" :1 1'<' II i,kh 

pr"cli ccd ill Ih ,' slud\' arca , Currl' lIll y, ill spill' "rill\' 1'",' 1 Ih:11 ('I ,risli;lIl il\ ' :111.1 Isl,, ", h:I\ 'c 

!!:Ii ll \'d la r!!l' 1(, IIUlllTS, hi slorically Iradi li o l1 ,,1 h,' lil'l' " 'Sll'III \"is S:lid II' 1t;1\,' h"" 11 Ihc 

dll lll illal1l 1;liil l ill 111 C arca, Acco rdi ll g 10 Iland s, 

Trw/iliu)/tlI/.\' , jiJI' ()I'()II}O divinity is h()I" on£' und II IUIl.l' (1/ lilt' .\'(// 1/ (' lilJli' . 'I'll<' ,\/1/".(' 11/(' 

Ut'ill.!.!. 11'//lUI/ 'ht'.\' ('u/l '1 1'({( /(/O ' (.\k.l' (;(U/) is fh' (,/,{'U/(}I' oj (11/ tI, ill,!.!..\' (/wl ,II<' S(I//I'(',' of (/1/ 

' i/e SIUl'l ill,1!. 11'i,II \1'uler {fnd rock ,' going on l/iroll,!!..h Ih (' \' ('.\.!,t' /(/h/e tllIJ (In;)J}II! I!'II"'" In 

I1Il11l . II/11W/cf It 'UI' (Il l/winted to (' I'L'IY I)('in,~ ifS ()l\ 'J/ 1'/uC'l' i ll (f C()SJlli(' order. /I 't IUl/lt's 

cr(, lIIive UllcI on/t'rill,!!, (felidly l/uflJi/i's/s fist'll ill 01/ ,hill,'..!. " II IJltllI l,/i·q \· i'\,'/I ;1/ lilt' 

s/){'('i!ic c!lu/'u('{(,I' i.\'l ics (~rlJ7un ill general . (~(t'I't'/'y sl}{'ciC's ()F/JllIn!s will ('1'('1'.1' "/ J( T ;e's (lr 
Ullil1lols. II i, IIIUJ/(ksfec! u/so iJ/ Ihe inc!ivic!/lol ('I /(f/ 'u(' lt'r isl ics (!f'el'( 'IY IJlIl!! (!( cu<"lIIJ!UII I 

(/ 1/(1 ('uch Ul1illlt.lllukt'JI sing,!y. 111 Ihis 1}(f/'licll lu/,;::U I ;f/1I jiJl'lI1 lI 'O(llI ',\ ('I"'III;\' (' ((('I;\'il,l' is 

cu//et! (/.\'Ul/U, l!l\'s(' oj'{/no /1/(/), he persollu /iz!'d, ./i'(//'("/ II/'It! (/1 lillles, il/l'IIl.,·t! hI/I iI/ ,\,/Ii/!' 

orl l,;s UI'I)('UJ'ulI!'!! (!rJIIllllijJlicil.l', ('w,:h (}IU! is ol,\u S('('II " IIill/ii /"!), liS (/ IIldIlU: ',\lcllioll fir 
I /Ie olle d il 'i l/ill' this pin!' or llie Il'orid is ex/lre,\sed iI/ llie 1I',',illh lI(ri ll/u /s, ( /Jurle/s /<) 

83/ I} 

IZq:" rdill [: 1s1'1I11, the I larm, Ila"k al1d Arsi i OrulIl ll ar,' sl!'On!!h IsLlllli'l,'d, II :tisu 

prevails " ' ll"ll~ Ihc lIuyo hcrdslllcn ill Ihe lI on h alld Ill l' Wall" !! I'fl UllS, M"r,'o\'c r, 

Islall li zcd (huillu arc lu be IiHllld al11ol1 g Ihe ,\. I:, ch:I:1 gwu l' or ()r""l1 ' " ""Up\ ill!' Ihe 

territo ry a!'uu nd .Iill1Jlla lOVl n, III con trast. Chr istialli l: is dll ill inani ill I IiL (l' IlI!';!! p: lrt \ )1' 

the ()rolllu 1;11 11. 1. The ,\'hull'u Oroll1o are Ihe most (·hr i .... ti<l1 1i/L'd !!rol1 p ; lI nulll ~ thl' ( )r411 IH l, 

Chris li allil ) has a Slrol1 g hold ill Ihc WCS ll'l'11 1':11'1 o r II " , reg iu ll iIlC I Il, li l1~, \\'" Ik[:a, 

(iVluhul1111 1Cd I i)')4) 

111 Icrms Ill ' suc io-pu lilical urga lli zatiu l1 s, Ihe (}mlllo "'c rc Iradilil1l,,, ll v g''''C l'I1 l'd by :111 

e[:;tiilari"ll ,,'slcm ca ll ed Ihe "Ci adaa sys lem," The Il'I'll1 (i :ld:la is vc n ' d ii'licu ll I" dl'ti llc 

pn.:c isdy , /\ lnll 'din ~ to Mohammed Il asen. II is iI tel'ln \ou .... l...' ly used I'llI' "t) 11l<111 \ \ 'aricd 

cll ilcepis Ihat il has IllSI an y single meaning, Mll hal11111l'd II rile' S: 

rile l"YllliJln,1!,.I' godu Ji'oJl1 (;(f(lclis(I (Shetll'I' , \h(fclt' ,j,,,, I}/'o/('('f.\' 'ru/II II/(' //('1// 0/ /h<' 

,11111), II is IIS .. c/ ill l!i .. lliree COIi/eXI,I', nil' ./irsl I/se i,l iI/ I /Ii' sellse "flakillg Uc/, 'ullllIg,' "r 

2 



ill iI , 01' ill l,iJJl OJ' 1I.\'11I,t'. ifs OJ' Ill's ,I.!,(}uc/ l/(fJl/(' .fiJI' 1)I'OI ('dioll, {he ,IIiI'd i,\ ill '" l' \( ' I/St' or 
:..!,i\ ' ill,l~ '\' () IJ/('h{l(~ \ ' 1I slll..'/I ('I'. /JI'()I('CliJl ,t!, hilll ()I' 11/('11/ , loA ill,'.!, Ilh' lll Imc/t'/' "lit ' 's Iflllhl', 'lIn III 
CUllllllOn '\/ It' L' I'I/ in I I/(' /u ,\,!.!,1I0,S.W 1}(I()p/e soy H( ;od(/ hul'o" ( I I idt' ,t!,Ucllf ) 11I('dlJiJ/ ,t~ (///(/1'('1/ 

.lur rt'/il,~t't'.I . eI Iellp' slieher .fiJI' £III I"hen redllc('d III II", IJI'£Iclice ul "",lell )liulI ' I,, ' III<' 
II01io1lU/ cl.\ .\ t'lIIhly unci/he il7di,\'IJlf l(fh/e pJ'olecliul/ \\ 'IIiell fht' ({\·\"("l1h/.\' ((('( 'orc/cel lo IIIos(' 
it "d"pled (. \ lul'£I l1l1l1ed 19 9·1:9· 10) 

(i "[:1 gada" kClIlli'.' (Duri ng whieh gadaa'l) It has lite n1 e;\lling ,,['an o!'ii ,·ial. l'lIli !ladaa (he 
is g'I(.I aa i . ..:, ;111 ol'lil.:i al). Thl.! tl'rllI ca ll be lI sl:d ill til l: I{l ll u\\ illg CPllk' .\t : !!:ld il;1 11:1!!:I~ ' a 

( !! ada~ or the peace. gadaa qllra (gac\aa or pkllty). Ciadaa I. pla (gclll:ia ,>I' war\. gadaa 
Kcn~' a (our g'hlaa). Cll', Gaclaa is'l Ill caSll l"CIll CIlI uf lime, but i1l'cnrd illl.' 1(1 ;\ 11 )1 10 Illi//i it 
al su has" rl:lig iDus sense, Gadama (sacredlll'ss) is aSS()Ci,lh:d \",illl Cirl' IIIllCi si l )ll ~1I1d 

I h ~ r~by Ill alurill [( I I' pu lilica l pOlle r (Moltan1 llled [')').[. [II) 

The lI1i1i\ary' alld political aspect o r the Gadaa sys tell1 Ci S dcsnihed bl' \ '[oli :ll nlll cd [[Olsen 
I"" tlie 1(11 1011 ill g kCltlires: 

nl<' (;adall SI '.I/('I)J is a .Iystem ore/asses (1IIha) 1/1111 .I' IIITl'et! (,lI ch ol/ll'r ('1',')'.1' ('i,~/" .1'('111'.1' 

ill (/'\s/tI}Jill,L: lI/i!illflT, econ()mic. f1o/ilicu/ul7d l' illiU/ rt'SI}()I1 \ jhil ilies. (((('II (;(/(100 c/O\'s 

,.('maills ill 1)(} I('a cllll'ill).! " specific term ((J",luiI) I('liidl hegi lls alld ellds lrilli " /"""1111 
I)(})('er ({'(I lIs/i' I' ('eremony. i3eji)l'(' as,l'lIming if I'osi(it)J1 "flellt/,'{'shil), I I", (;iIIllIlI elass is 
ret/llired Iu Irllge WUI' lIt!,oinsI (I c()11 1111lfnify IlwI none (~( Ilteir lIIicc.:slur Ilud ruiell'd. rllis 
11urJ ic ll/oJ' \1(//' is known os hlfllo (lnd is lFo,v,ed Oil St-//t 't/II/e eref." ei,v.lll yellrs, 

1.1.2 Th~ I.a\l g uag~ 

III k rlns (II' IC lIl gliage. the Orolllo Clre one or tilC Clishilic ' spe:lki li g !!.r'H 'ps p[' llic p~o[>k 
IiI illg in nprtli eas\ and cast Arri ca . Cli shitic speakers hal 'e inhabited pa rt s 0[' no rt h· 
easte rn alld eas tern /\I'riea 1'01' as long as recorded hi story. \\'ithin ,\rri ca. Orull10 is the 
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lI lIill tdligihh: spukL'1l forms of /\rab ic as " S ill ~ k' 111 :1\,':1'0 l'Il I ~ Uil~l' .. lIld ; 1 ~~U lrws Il ll' S; IIIH,~ 
1~ )J ' llll: va r idi".·~ or Orumo) , SW:dlili. Hild I lalls:I. III lili s e:IS!..' . ()roll1u IS Ih~' _j ill . 'nl ~,d . 
,\1:,:1', O"" ,,"I (OI'OIIlO l,mgu<I !!c) is lIloSI cO lll lllo"h' lI' .. ill l' " wilh :I Illll( lili l'd I ,IIi" 
:llph:lbcl l' ,dkd ()Ilbcc ,' 

;\ I:,all On" IIlI :uld Qllhcc arc cu .. .. cllil y uli li"cd b\' Ihe 1:lh inpi :' 1l gOVl'rIlIlIl' IlI 'S Sial ,' I{; ,di o 
:llld TV ,llld Ih.'\\'S paper. I.ike must 1 ': lh i u pi ~H l 1:I II l.!. lIi1 g I.:S. ,,111,: 1111.'1' Sl..'lllili....: ur ()!IJu l ie . 

O"" IlHl h:. , :. sc i or cjcc lives cOllso llalll s, O"""H> he,s all" ll ,c .. !! loII :di/l'd plH Illl' 111:. 1 " 
.1l0 .. C UIlU ,":l1, a" illll>los ivc rclrolkx slop, hI'! " hid l is "d il" ill ( )r01110 " nl lllg""ph \, 

O .. UIIl O ha , lil,' I" pic:d soulhcrn Cushili c sc i orli\c shp .. 1 :llld li \c IOlll' \'p\,,' ls k lklS, 'I lie' 
di lk .. ,:llcC ill Ihc lellglh is eonlr<lslivc, It) .. CX<Ullpk. lal :, 'c<ln il' I,,:il tla ·sol'I'. CiCl"lllillalioll 
is also Si!-!llilic;'1I1l in Oro111o . That is, COnSnni. llll ~l' llli!J ; llioll \.':111 cl i Slill ~ lIi , l l \\'ord s frnrn 
ll ilC ,ululh n , 1,>1 cxalll pic, badaa, "Icallillg 'bad', ,",d hadda :. , ", c<llli" " ' hif: hla"d . I" lilc 
QuiJcc alph:lk l. a si ll gle "icller" cO ll sisls e ilhel o r <I silll'.Ic s)' ll ,bo l or a di :lglaph (l"il, dh, 
11 )" ph, sh) (ic l"lni l1<1 lion is not req uired 10 mark It)" Ihl' dia l~raphs, 11,,,ugh SOlllC \\I' il e .. s 
ill dica lc il 11\ duuhlill g Ihc lilsl s), ,,,hol I. aphcc ' hcan' (Il:l)'l' I'!X(,). 

/\CI..·"ll'l.lill g a cUlllpara li vc study cO lldllctL'd ill Ke ll Y" hy Sln l\ IIIJCr i.llId 1ll'l ll1 lll I lw ll hlll'L' 
( I I)X-I), lhr~'c di,dl..:clS 0 1' ()r()Jl1() lall )!. lIagc arc [{1l11 1d ill I\.CII \(l. six di ;lk'l'h al't.: [ ~ )u ll d ill 
Llhil)pia "nd llllC di ,dcc ls ftllilld bUlh in i-:l hiopi" and Kenya. Thcsc dialecl , ",e : 

I , Ra ~,'a Orull1o (Llhiop i'lIl ) 6. /\rsi OronllJ (1 ': lhillp iall ) 

J W:dl ,> lll"llmo » 7. norana Orol1l0 (1':liliop ia 8: Kc'nva) 
, 

J . W"IIal' :I Orolllo » X. Gahr" OmnH> (Kenyan) 

.J II,,,"'" Oro lllO » Ii. On"" OnlillO ( kcny,, " ) 

5. ,)'/UIII'(/ Omlllo » I (), Wa"la OronH' (I":ny" ,, ) 

I Inh:rvil.: w wilh DiJrib i Dam use 28 Decelllber 2010 ill Addis Abab,l. 
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III this lh l':-. i:-.. Ill y inklliioll is !lol to writ e the h i sl~ )I'Y ul ' ()rPlllll , 1<':lll h:1' I :1111 P; lrl h: lIl:lIl~ 

cuncl' r1l1:d \\ilb a ritua l Cl! fC1l1{lIl Y. l11urL' pn.:c i"\\.' i.", :] th :lJlks g l\ [Il ~ ritlla l kI IP \\ ll ;IS 

"/"1"(' ('('110 ," \\ lli( 11 is Llrgd y t:o lll \I . .'l' tcd \\ illl Ih ~,: () ru llIu tr: ldi ti l Jl\;!I h\,'li l.: I"" .' '' ll..']11. 

/\Ill(lllg th e' 0 1'(1 111 0, Il'l'eec//£/ is alill uall l' cckhr'llL'd in dil'k re lll plac,' s , :It 1/11"<1" , l l's"d,'c 

( I':as tern SIIIJ II'II around Ilushoi'tu town) alld I/Iln/(/ lI iis i l \I ','s tel'll SI"",-" an llilid li<lii i 

tllllll), 11 (11':1:1 Ilulluq (in I/OI'm ( jl/dl/I'II WII IIIIgII ), 11"1'111, 11,,111111/ (1 1:11':11' ) :ul cl 11,,1'''" 

( ;'I/"'C,W 1, l l'.I i i· /J,,/e(' j, Nowadays, Ihe llnc celehrated at 1/"1',/0 "II's<l,/(,(, is heC(l lllill l! a 

gralld cekhr'ltion attracting milliol1s or Ipcal particil' allt s 'I ll.! hundr,'.!' (II' t(luri sts c I'cry 

yea r, Morc than an y allribute o r Oromo culture, 11'1'('ec/w is 110 11' sil! ll i lica lltl v 

CtHllribu\il lt! l\ ) 1111.: Orolllu cul ture 1'\.: vi\':II . I JO\\L\'C r . less stud y 1l :1'~ hl'Vll ClltldUL'iL'd to 

d"nlll1elli 'IS Iwll as describe thi s importallt ritual and cultural k aturc, Thi s tlle' sis, 

thcrellne , att cmpt s to Ij llthis g:lP, 

1,2 , Stat"IIIl'lIt or till' problem 

~la ll Y sclll llarl,' works have so 1<11' been dedic:lt ed t(l the stud), o l'th,' 1':lr iIlU ' :" peet s p i' 

Onll11 0 hisl<lI'I , cu i lure, literature, belic r and 1l11kl(lIT, .'\ 111 ,1 11 f', thelll, ,\ Sll l: lro l11 l , c~, I'C'sse 

( I '!7 ,1) Illc 11Sc'd Oil ' llor:1 na 01'<)1110: J< nut sson ( I ')(,7) , 'n ~ I <l C k l" Il l''' II p, I) i rri h i I kill i ss ie 

( 20()()) (111 idcology or 01'01110, Gal11l11achu ( I 'J'JX) (In tire probklll S thilt ari sc ill the 

ulld c rs talldi ll ~ o r 01'01110 culture, 1I 0IVcver, these scJwl:rrs h:I\": tOllc hed UpOIl the 

\\':1'1 'Ie I: 11111 ' 1. !JolI" " , /rreec/IlI, Waab and .'\ \'y:llla (l ill y 'IS " passi l l!,~ 1\'l lIark, III ',t lrcr 

lI'ord s, so !'ar 110 delailed stud v exclusively ll r broadl v ded i,' atcd III 1/'I' ,' ,'c l'<1 ('e rcrnony 

(I'itua l) Ira s becn ca rricd oul wi th a viell' to prllperil' docuill cilting il. 'I hc CUIT,:nt stud ) as 

indicated . lbDV I,,! tries 10 bridge the paucit y ur pracliG l1 ahsc ll lT lI r ~dHdar l~ ' \\~lrks 

dediealed tll lire doeulllcntation or /1'1'('('cho ce IT III 0 Il\ ' alllOll l! the I'arious Oronll\ gl'll UpS, 

It s scop~ . 11I..1\-\T Vcr. is limited to tht..: cO IllJli.ll'alin: tk S\.Tipliun alld d ll\.: tlllh..'llld liull ur 
/(rt'l.'chu Cl 'lTlllOll ics celehnltcd at I/o/'{w ;/rsuc!nJ ill ] ·:a ..... k: rll ,\'I!()\\ '(/ :.II IL! tklt llr IlfI/'{/({ 

/Ji,lii/ ill lIes tcrn Silo 11 '(/, Through Ihis dOCUl l1Cll talillll lire rcsearciln tri c's 10 c: lpture bO lh 

the 1110St sigllilieallt and Ihe cndangc red aspects or I,'/'('e,-I," cel'Clll,"l" with a l'i,'II ' 10 

prescrv ill g it Illl' posterily, In Ihe coursc or Ihe slud" the resea rch,'!' tri es 10 answcr the 

1l111,)will [! rcseareh qucst ions: 
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,. 11 1I\\ alld whcli did Ihc eelebralioll ur /rl'<'''c/Ill hc!! uII '! 

r \Vhal ar...: till' social and L' Il ViroIlIlH: lltai se lli1lgs ill \\111 1..' 11 Il'rc'('("II(/ rilu: ll is 

n : Ich ral cd') 

, \\ 'hal :Ire Ihe phascs o r 11'1'<'ec/1lI eelebr" li ,,,,'.' 

r 'Nh:ll :Ire the soeiainorills and rules th:ll ['uide' lite' heh,,, illr 1Il'I',I ,ti eil""lh (; lelms 

all ,1 audieneL.'») 

, Whal arc thc soc ial and eldtmal si[!n ilic;lnces ol ' /n"" Th" cerelll,\I1\ ',' 

, II ,,,, call we presc rvc thc aUlhclltici ty lIr /r1'<,<" 'II,, cere,""ny ill li " I, t "I' 

l'{) 1111'111P( )J'ary cui tund Cl )nti.! III ilIa! ion ',> 

I.~ ObjectiH "I' the study 

I , .~, I Gellera l Olljcclive 

The gcner;t\ "bjcc ti ,'C or thi s thL's is is to understand. lkscri k and dil!ilalh dnl"U lll cllt lile 

c(llllpOnelll IJ"I"('ecllll cc retl10ny and arehivc it r,l\" usc by sc itul; lrs and pa racli(lncrs, 

1.:1,2 Spl'l"ific uhjertivl": 

• 'I'll "': ,\p lul'l.: wllt.:11 and wh~1 "'feee/w cckhr<ll iPI1: 

• To ' 1I1 ~l1 y/.L' th e process (lJ' /r/'eecl/l./ cciL'hralioll :11 Il ur,I~1 :'\ras;ldl..'c ;I!H i Illlr:la 

• 'I " idL'nl il)' and doculllcnt the steps usd ill perl 'u rlll il1!, Il'l'ce .. I",: 

• ' I ll k'l\l\\ the purpose or perllm11ing /rn'''c!IlI: 

• Til \-IIU\\, thc slleial values altached to 11'1'('ccll" eel-e lll (l ll ),: 

• To I..h..:sc ribe the actual place where alld tilL' actual time WI' l'l! Irr(,(,c/Ill is 
perl ill"\l1cd: 

• Tu describe the participallt : the aud icnce. Ihe 'Ielms, ;t11 d acclII'tj';1I 1\ ill[! eklllclllS, 

• TlI ideilli ljo custoillary ruic' s and Ilorms that guide social bch;I\' ior, 

• T" 1\'C' ''11111cn<l the ways and str;lt cgies or prc sc l"\ ' ill ~ Il,e authenti L'i l\' "I" 11"1"1'1' .. 11" 
cercll10ny ill " inv or its exposure to di stortion hecause or e,s lcmal inllucnce'S , 
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r \ Vklt ~ II\~ thL' soc ial and L'l lV inllllll L' llt al SI..'u itl l'" ill \\I. i".:1l II'I'( ' (T//( / ril u:1i I " 

celchr:ll ed ') 

, \\,1 1:11 :Irl' Ihe ph"ses o r 1I'I''' <'c1", cekbr;Il;(l Il ',' 

, WIl:II :ll'e Ille soc ;" l nol'll1s "nd ruks th:11 ~ Il ; d e Ille' hc'h:" ;(lr " I' pa n; C'; p:IIII , I :Icl"rs 

" Ilcl :Iud;enel''i) 

, W1l:11 :Irl' thl' soc ial and cu llural si[! nilieall ces (11' 11'1'< '1'1""1 1 Cl'rCllltlll ' ',' 

, 11 \1\\ (~ 111 we preserve the iluthenti city {I I' 1,.,.,,('('110 CC I\': lllony ill lig l!! nr 

C( II} tl' ll l pomry c ui lura I C()11 ta m i I l~ 1 t i l) 11 ',' 

1 .. 1 Objel' I; ,,' of the study 

1 . .1 .1 GC lle r,, 1 Ohjl:cli"c 

The gcncl':ti (lbjecti vc or thi s Ihes is is tll undcrsland. llc- scrihc' :lIl ci el i!, ilal h dO l' lIlI lClll ll'e 

e(l ll1 pOnClll 1I'I'<'cclflf cc re ll10ny and archil'e il rill" USc Iw sci ,o l:ll's and p:lraCl i(l llel's . 

I. J .2 Spl'l'iric uhjedi"l'S: 

• To c,\ plu re \Vhen :lIld wll \' 1I'I'ee"l", cl'k hr:ll; ol l: 

• To alla ly!'.e thc process o r 1I'I'eeclll/ cekbralion ;11 Il l1 r:I:1 .'\ras:hkc :11 ,,1 I IIlra:l 

I l i, i II: 

• ' I II ilk-Il li ry and dOCUl11 enlthe Sleps used ill perl; )l"IlI il1! ' 11'1'(,(, ,,1,,,: 

• '10 kll(1\\ lhc purpose or per lll rrn ;llg 1I'I'<'f'clflf : 

• Tn k llLlW the social va lues ilttachl'd to 1I'I' {' (' chu L" L' lTII1Ptly; 

• To describe lhe ae lual pl"cc whe re alld lhe :lclll :t1 lime \\"h" l1 11'('('1'(" /((1 ;s 
pCI' I;l rm l'd : 

• T lI dl..'sL" rihL' thL' partic ipant : thL' Cllidiencc. th ... ' :l L" I\)rs. ;lI1d i. 1 c.C U llll'all ~ i ll ~ d \.' 1I 1L' Il ! S . 

• To ideil liry cuslomary I'u ks and 11ll1'Ill S lh:ll guide slIc i:ti bc lla' ";ol' , 

• l u rl'C ul11 ll1L' lld the wa ys and s l r~ l t eg i ~s or p re SLT \ ' i ll !-! Ihe aullk 'll ti l' il y Dr I'T{'('C!i U 

cere mo ny ill vi\..'W or its e x posure to distorti on becau se u l' 1...',\ 1\..:1' 11 (\ 1 ill ll llc l1 c\..'s, 
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1.-1 i\ \elh"d, "I' Ih,' research 

'I he re aI',' 'c \'era llll ,' llllld s or,bla "" Ile-eli"n ill Ihe rl'sl', ,, 'eh , I:"eh 11I l lh,,,1 pb \ s " l'I'lIe i,tI 

rok lor g, 'tl ll'J'ill[! illionnal ion ur da la in its spl'eili e li,'l d ,II' area, Th i, r",e,m' l, "as 

e(lndue",d ill IIVO "" ')'S: through LibraI''' sea rch and li "kl rl' s,',m'h, 

1,·1.1 The lihrar~' s,'arch 

'I h,' libnllY r,'search play an impoi'lalll rok 10 assess" hal haw been d,)n l' in Ihe lil'ld or 

custum ill !! 1..' Il l' ral i.lnd tr;. I(.Iilioll~d bl: li cJ' systclIl in:l p;lrticul ar . Thus. he lll] \.' 1'1 IIh;lr J... ill 1-! un 

li ,' ld resl'" reh, I II' )' 10 emr)' out an cx hausli ve 'lild l'XI"ll si\'\' rn'i,'w ol ' I\' I:lInl lill'rall"'" , 

1,-1,2 Th l' fidd research 

'I hi s Ihesis \\'( )rk la rgely uses qu,ililaliw research, I\s stic h Ilh' dala gathl'l'inp, inst rulllcnls 

III hc used ill Ihe l'ourSe or Ihl' sludy inl'llIdl' partic ipanl obsl'l'\ ';Jti(lIl. Ii Ie liS wu up 

di sl'uss ion and intel'\' iew, Iksides , some and digila l appa r;JI USl'S sUl'h as \ i,kll ;Jlld pl1ll10 

!lr~ l p hi c toul " :11'1,' IIsed to cnpturc the entire settin gs and pcrl'Prln'lI1ccs. 

1,·1.2,1 l'artil'ipal1l Ohservalioll 

l'anieip'lIl1 ubservalion. which has bl'cn desl'I'ihed as "Ih,' Illost inlill1"I,' alill Illor;tlly 

h"I,ardous" Illl'Jll Or soc ial research (Lolblld, 1972 ) 11 ",llal- e places in cOl1l1ll1l1l il ), $l'lIing 

el",hk Ihe rl'searl' hc r nol only 1,1 sec "hat is happl'l1il1g, hlll 10 ael like I1IClllhl'l'S or Ihl' 

~ru \lp . 

.. is (;111'.1'1 ,'I "I 1]1!1(5) /1()le , 

I'"rlicip"lll ()h.,'t'I'l'uli()/1 ul.I'() 1I.1'£' j i,lljilr ,~ai/1illg und 1I1/(1('J'sl(/IIC'/ing ' liJ£' 1,II,l 'sind, slleial, 

elllillm/, (IIICll'c()/1l1l1lic COl1leXls in lI'hieiJ .1'1 III/] , parlieilllllJ/s iiI'£': Ihe r£'/lIl i llll siJill lllIlIin,~ 

lIlId helll ,', '1/ Ill 'ull/e, cOIl/ex/s it/(' os, norll/s unci ('\'('/11 (llId /h '''I) /(' ht '//{ II'iI1 /"\ eIJ ld .1,·lil ili t'.\' 

1(;II\'sl.J(Jl/j :.J5). 
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I h~rd'or~. liti s dala galhcring slralcgy \I'as clllp lll\ 'ed ill lhi s sludy bec" usl' il assisted mc 

il l ublainillg lhe nccl'ssary inllll'ln"lion by dirccl ubsclTaliul l. lu Illok 1'1'111 11 Ihc lllllS id ~ in 

and III dcsc ribe lh~ silualillns lhe way I scc, 

Aecll rcling lu (illcslc'l al (2005: I (» 

. . r(, ,\'(! lI/'c /'t ' I'S U/S() IIsed da/£1 col/eelet! '''roll ,!!,'' /}(Irt il 'il 'CIIIf u"serl'lIliul1 In jlll/ JI'lI !'C ' illt' 

d<,s ign oillt li ('/' lIIetlillds, such (IS intapi-'n 's ulid/ilCIiS gmll/I,I .... ( they( are i ll l'o/ lIl1hie in 

dL'f<!rllliniJl ,t! \1'/WI1I In r(!cruifjiu' rhe SIIl(~Y and !/()!\' twx/lo r('cl'ltillllc ' llI . 11'11('11 w ·lin,1.!. (IS 

illler\' ic\I'C'l's ur .li)(,lIs P,/'oup .Ii /cililalors. rest'lIrchers (Ire' ,!.!,lIic/l'd h,l' 111l' (' lIlll1/'li/ 

1I11t/(, I'SIWlc1ill ,!!. ,'..!,uil7/'c/ {hrough IU fl' licij)(/Ji/ OhSC/ T Ufiol1 . cll/u ll'('c/ lheJJl /0 c1i "n:rll slI/llle/ies 

1\ 'i,II i l/ jJUrli('il )({1I1 I'e.',/}(J!/sL's. }':I/(Jll' il1,1.!. I t' /wl fhl' sC Clfllllrll lly sJJ(!cUi(' (,1ft'S 111('((11 ull(} !! '.\' 

,'('scorcher tu o.,k l110re ujJpI'ojJriule./iJ//ow- lfjJ (jll {'S fiol1s (lnd 1)J'(}hes. 

I I' i s il~d !lUI'll{/ .· /rsllc/ee and !lO/'(fO /Jisii/ in S~ pl l'mlwr and Oclobcr rl'sl'c'elil 'c'h , -'\lld I 

sla Yl'I l l(lI' Ic' n IhlYS caeh in bOlh pla~cs. bcl lll'C the CI'C "I' /rr(,(, c!1I1 cl' khral iun :lIld 

:likl'lnalh , 1:,, 1' Ihe li rsl lim~ I visilcd l/ul'II(/ , Irsac/<,e ill Scpl elllbcr ::'0 I 0 l'e lc )I'e " couple 

ur w~eks ur Ihl' main day o r lhc ccrcmony and n1<ldc obsCl'\ 'ali on of lhc prepal':lIol'\ slagc. 

Simi larly. I also visilcd lIoraa /J isi i/man y limcs on lhl' cve :lIld lhe a lkrmalh or lhc' maill 

cele bralion da y. As I inlend 10 g~1 lhc dal<llhrough dirl'c i ob" Tval ion :ll1d I :lm Ih l' nali\'~ 

spl:aker nl ' Ihe language ~omrnunily. I slaved wi lh lhe CIl l11m llllily :ll1d ohscrw cl 

s, slc lllali e:lIh Ihe silu:llion bcll)re lh~ main da v. lhe In:lin d,, -, and :li te r lhe Inail l dal' nr 

Ihe CC 1'C1l1111 1" 'I hi s help~d mc g~1 a~~cplan~c in lhc CO ml11l1l1 ill ' anclt n studl' Ihc si lnalinn 

in a nalura l sC lli ng and unaffeclcd way. Iking an obs~rl'c r or Ihe cc rcnll'ny . I Iri~d 10 

have a nOk' or lhe ccrcmony obsc rving lh~ ~vcnls . 

I A.2,2 llilerl ic'\\' 

I selec led ild'ol'lnants aner concluding my observa li,1I1s and go l aC'I u:liIlI Cd 1\ ilh IIIC 

s ilu:lIion. 1\,11' inlcrviewces wc rc sclee lcd purpllsivcl y Il)r lhei r kno wledgc , They we rc. 

lllaild y, you ngs lers, /\bbu (jada:lS, and scho lars. ",hOll l I believcd 10 h" vc kllo wledge on 

lhe irreec/fII eercll1ony. The nUl11bcr of people inlcl'\ ' i cw~d I\ as aboul ~(, and ~quall v 

di slribuled in bOlh placcs. 



e, 

c, 

I lias intell ielll·d sC"~ra l peopk in both placcs. Th is 1l1dlwd helped Ill~ 10 lIhlai n ",did 

infli nnatiull al111 l1t /rreec!w ri tu,d CC re111 11 n), 'Illd Ihe pan icip' lIllS 01' Il le (" c'lehr,,,ioll, III 

:H.ld iliu ll . Ihi ...; 111 ~ t ll od enabdcd Ill C to klluw the l' .\ lwl' \ :ll iul IS :l lld kdill g !-- (\ 1" ild~!I ' llI a ll [ S 

about the lT rC lll OIl Y. 

I A.2.3 Fur ll .' gro up-disc uss ion 

hH.: us-gruu p di ~\'; lIs s i ll ll plays crtll'ii.li role for slich kil ld u l' n .. 'sl 'arch. \0 cI,lk'l:1 d: Il :1 1']"u111 

p~opk who 11;I\ 'l' kno wledge of the researc h arca tll gathe r and lIlake disellssion, I tr ied to 

eo lk ct lbt a rn lill dirk rent sect ion or soc iet ), such ;IS: "I ders, \'Il uth 'lIld II'<l1ne n by ri sillg 

questions likc IIhy lIa ter body is pre l'crred I;)r th is ecle hra tilln. the si~, lIi l i L" lI lis or ritll,d 

~) bj l'c t s alld it s SYlllblJ lic meaning using I'Ol:lIS grPtlp di scu ssiull. Thi s !l}\.:lh\)f..l 11\ • .' 11 1~.: d l11 e 

to to eross-ch" cc k the data colkc t ~d 1'1'0111 dilTerenl inl 'lI rm an!. In a<i llili ll l\. I II sl'd Ihis 

Indhl1d rl'r il is important to ge t 111an ), data at th,' S:lI IIL' ti llle :lnci L'<, lk U da!;1 dCL'Jlh', I 

II sl·d thi s Ill elll l ,d be l;) re the /rrl'l'c!w ce relllonv 'l11d alie r Ihe ee relllllny in bllih pl aces, 

lhe segeSliL'11 :lnd comment ha ve b~e n considered in the rcse;lrch, 

I A .2A Tools 

1..1.2.:' 1'110 10 a lld " itlf.'o "";lIIH.' fa 

I reco rded II Ie p;lnicipant of the ce remon y u s in c~ di ~.it, d "ilk'lI and photo call1C\' '!.s , Thc 

dil'il:rent pan iL'ipan ts of the ceremony arc recorded in photo and "ideo, lise thi s 

cL[lIipllle ll l helpl1le tll c;lpture mo ve ment o r till' ceren"," , ' ;l1 ,dl. 

I ,~ S l'IJP" or Ill .. stlld y 

/J'I'l'l'chu rillial ceremony is celebrated unde r di l'i'crent li, 'e major kinds 01 ' 111lI"ls. in 

di Ikrent pans Df Orom ia reg ion, Out of the li \'e ll1ajor Oronl(l I lor'I" s, th L' curren l stlld y 

is lill1 itcu I" /lUJ'(1lI .'Jrs"dee ancl /lora" lJisii/. whic h ' liT 10L;lted in I:"stern ShulI 'u nn Ihe 

llll tskirtul ' ll i, hui't u town and Western Sholl'a. l,i ajji tUII'n rL's pL'L'l ive ly, 
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I.e. Si!-:Jlifi calll "f Ih,' sludy 

l'lw projecl aill" al doclllnCnl illl!lhc' entirc process :111.1 Illc' stIl'i:d vallie' 01'11'/'( '1,,-1,01, Tliis 
resea rch tr ic's 10 explaill thc rc lev:1I1cc 01' Irreec//(/ 1'1'0111 s"ci:d, po liti cal and econlllnical 
poillt ti l' "il..'\\ . Fllrlh~r more. thi s n,:scilrch has a great cll lll ri hlJlioll lill' ( )n HIIIl " p~l'ch 

COlllllH lIlit : ill !-!I,:ncral and ,\'/UJI\'lI Or01ll11 in p<lnicliLir 10 ;lrl' hi" L' llll..:ir L'lIllllrL' :I11d 

trad il il1n:1I ""li"I' systell1 1(,,' the next gC'llc'l'ati,"l. TIll' Sl'c:cili " I1l1tCOIII,"; "I' tli ,' l' r, l,iect 
include tr:III,,:riptioll, allilotatioll alld trallslation 01' p1'll11:lr) data tli"t C: III Ill' used 
rese"rdlcrs to co nduct I'urther study alld allal ysis Oil Orol1l0 cliiturc, 

' Ill\' other C\ pl'Cll'd speci lic ou tcol1les arc illputllll' prc'par"tioll 01' cdllC:llilln :d 11l :lIl'ri, d 1'01' 

tli c cO ll1lnllll it\ alld the enrichllleill 01' the re se:lrc hcrs' ex pcrl ence III l'lIltll rc 
dllltlllll'nt;tl iull \\p rk . Thi s topi c p i".\' vilill ndc 10 ~lddrL'ss til l' Ii.d lu\\'illg l'u ilil S: r;l isi ll b tIll' 
Clllllll IUllit y's awarellcss 011 thc ill1portallcc or prc'scn'ill l! 01'01110 cultll rc :lIld crc'«ti ll g 
traillcd eOlllln llllit)· Il1 clllbers 011 hoI\' to co llect and prc'sc'!'\ 'e clili ural prill1:II')' dat:1. 

1,7 Organization of the st ud~' 

'I hi , tliesi s is lll'l!lIIl ized into six ch:lpll' rs, Ol'whicli, the lirSlthr,:e :IIT idcn tili,'d as 
flHlIHtltioll ;lIld Il h.' rest as linliing :t lll )sis. ()hviollSl ). ll\c lirsll'll:lIllcr is dcdic;III,:d III 
gellera l backwoulld, while the second ciwpter is de\'otcd III litc'r:Jture rCl'iew, III the Ihird 
cha pter an atkillpt is Ill ilde to address , description or st ud y area :lIld cOllllllunil)" The 
: III a I ,'sis or r,'sc" lrch lillding began ill chapter ItHlr , III thi s chap ter docun"'lIting the illtire 
p1'lll'ess or 11'1'1"")/(/ or Iloroa !I/'.\'",/('(' and 110/'(1(/ lIisiil is disclhsl'd, Th,' lii'lh chapi n is 
lel't to dea l \\ ilh Ihe COlllp:lr:lli ve :l1l:dysis "I ' I,','('('c!1iI ritu :11 ill h"lh cases 'I'll<' Ih c' sis is 
windell up "I'lhe s i,,,t h chapter through, cOllclusion and recolllillendation, 
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CIIAPTER TWO 

I.ilrraturc I{cvicw alld Thcon'til'al I'ralll('wori, 

2. 1 Ih'v icl\' of Rclalcd \-\ '0 .. 1" 

2.1.1 I.itcnltllrt' rclall'd 10 Orolll(J IIdid' S.I·slclII 

'1 hl' Umm el hi slory. political or)!a ni Zalion and cullurc 11:l l'c h,'vn slu"i ,'" 1'\'(J1ll "i ITe rl'nl 

d i sc ipl ill <lr ~ 11l.: r sp~lli vL's by 111 .. 111 )' sdlOla rs: ili s turi;l1l s. ;1I11ilrulh )l\ l t , j sl S. pl ditil';\l 

se iellii sts. li ll!!ui st alld sociologists. Writtcn accoullts .lhOUI Orol110 cou ld ~. e l l,'r.tl l \ he 

ca tl' t'-ur izl. . .-d lIll l.k r tra veler ' s accounts. a<':l.l lklllic 1\'Sl'<! I\.: li \\'o rks il ld llLi i ll !! Phi) 

di ssL'l'tatioll s. ~ I A /MSe thesis alld Il .1\. essays lodgcd al tlte di lTcrellt lucll ulli "crsit y 

libraries and ru rc igll ill stitutions. Ikcause o rthc shccr s ize or thi s literatul'c. :llId tlte l(lCUS 

ul ' Ihi s StUI" " II .1 ritual. I decidcd to toucit UpOIl sume or tit ,' I'ele vanl 11 1l "S .11·.lil .dlle al 

Addis /\Ixlix i l illil 'ersit )' selccti vel y. AlIlong the schola rs Whlliouched UPllll OroillO he li e r 

S\ Sl l'lll alld 'Iss"c i' lletl cullu l'a l Iraiis. il is possihle 10 Ille llli l1l1 (; .ltI .I.1 \kll l.1 {I (i gX: I (i) 

wltu illdie'lled Ilt at lite 01'01110 pcople pracliccd Ilteir own re li gion. /\ ecording 10 hilll . 

"Iltey hdiel'l'd ill one "Wow/a," which appro.\il11ales III Ilt c 1':n)! lish lI'or" (;",1. They 

llewr wo rshipped "liSt, gods or can'ed slalucs as Suhslili lles." 

( ;.ld" '1 (1') gXJ I'unlter lV !'U te Ihailite Orol11o Wow/" is lit e "ltI.' .I nd Ihe S' llnl' I, ll' .1 11 . lie is 

Ihl' n,· ' llor " I' all Iltings. so urce ul ' all li k and cvc ry Iltill !! . I It- CH n Hi> 1e 10 "" Hn )' I hi n <~ . 

(jHl!.ta goes Oil III SHY thaI. "just bcio rc thc beginning o r lite ha\'l'Cst scason cI'crv ye. lr. Ihe 

OrolllO ha l'c a pra yer cerel110ny (lh'lIlks giving !Cslil'ttl ) <:' llIeti Irressa. II once IOllk place 

ill river l11 e:ldulI's where now the Abyssinian Onhu"o.\ chllrl'h takes il s hol y 1:lhol 

(lahk lS ) 1l1r spee i:1I yearly resliva l. Ihe ·Tilllkel·. II lak es place Ilear Ihe ha,, " ul'lhl' river 

in llrdc r 10 pr'l) 10 Ihe (;Ild. 

ASlIlarom (1'J7J) studied the Ilorana Ommo Gadaa s),slel11 and malic I'ekl'enee lu Ihe 

(jallllll inSlil ll liuns. According to him Ihe \.!allu lls arc Il le hi ghe r slalus 111c'll ill Ihe s ,'sle1l1 

alld rilllal I,'a,krs o r Ih~ moielies. lie e.\ plains Ihe role or (jUI/1I1I as 1l1Il o\\': 1}"I/1I 11 lIl ake 

a I(ll'lll :ti .i ud l! llll'l ll in Ihe soeicly lill' I h~ cOltil iel belll 'ccn c!.ins. 1:lIrl he r. lie e \ pl ' lillS Ihal 

III,' plllVer u l' llle (juI/IUI in Ihe 01'01110 or iluran" in j1Ll lilieal alld reli gious aeli, ili es is 100 
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high, "Tlk' lic/I/ IIII I'il lages arc Ihc spirillial Cl'nlers 'lnllllld IIhicll l1<ll:liL'al li.-h'lh: is 

(l\'~', ' nli/,L'd . IIIC pr incipa l power ol'the !}ul/llllli cs ill hi s ri ghllo eleulilc p"lilic' ll l l ;;Idaa ) 

!e"der Wlhl ~, "I · L'I' n S Ilo rana It) r e ighl ye'lrs." This re l'c;lis Ihal Ille Irud iliu n;1i heliel SI·stelll 

or Ihe 13 Dr;III;1 hu ve eDntaet with politics . 

ThL' olher p"i lll ruised by !\slllarolll (1973) is Ihe acl il'ilics Ill' Ihe (jllll ll il linkin['. up \\·ilh 

IhL' lj;'ld ~l(l s, 'Slc tl l. These arc the M utldaa l'e l'l'I IH1JI" all d ti ll': l ,i.I1 Llkl l'1..: I'l'ltHIII}' . the 

i\,llI udaa L'L' rL'llh)n), pe rlorllled by Ihe (jadaa class in pOlVer 10 honor II)c VIII/II II and Ihe 

I,a llaba eel\' rIli )ny in which (jullllil organ i!.e, 1;lc ilil<1k, and supe rvise 11ll' eleel ion ol· lhe 

(i adaa !e;ldL'rs . hlnher Illore , lie lVas used 10 bless Ihe I ,;rlbh;1 or Ihc PrJh' i:I I)) ' llil)) 1 or Ihe 

law by th L' incu ming Gadaa oni cia ls once in ei ght years am {)ng the n OI';l11<l , 

"j" i l;t1lt1ll (1 1)!)U), ~ i v....:s the concept u]' / IY\'(I/1(/ as ' ( iud' s l:rc;i1 i ,c lll i.l1li lC sl iJI )}. l \sl· I! · 11I ruu~'. h 

Ili s creal lircs. !\ccnrding to hilll. hc is both thc creatm and Il is cremi on.1 his depici that 

, f.uww is pd n o r WC/C/I!U (God) ,md at the same lillle pan 01' IJ'C/ III/U' S credlion . 

Cloul le ( 11)1)) ) also gives the de linitions and Ihe eoncc pl Il l' inleq1l'l' I'll io n 01' II IL' supcr 

111II)) ;lll: I/'II\/(/c/ and (1») '(1/7<1 , Wuw!" is sky ;))Id lor (iod, ;\s he sla IL'Li. Ihe Iradit ional 

dil 'inity is ill)lh the same to knutsson's ( 1967) dclinition or /l'C/C/ I!" and ilyl c//'I II, 

Ciall))nachll I, II) \)X). on his part assesses the proble lll s thai arise in IIIC understa nd ing o r 

the OrolllO cullu re. partic ularl y in te rlll s o r relig ious practi ces. li e ex plain s the whole and 

part s or Ille eu lillre, In addi ti on. l ie argues th, lt describin [! Ilw who le- lI·illl<llll '1Il<III'/ing 

Ille part 1e; lds 10 con rusion , Acco rding to him , .'1.1:\'(//'111 is th;ll. hy wh ich allli/or Ihrough 

whidl 11'"</,/,, (eL]u ilaicnt ly God) creates evcrl'thin!! in IhL' lInive rse, In h ·erl dav lii'c, 

hUII'cver, , IYI'(II/(/ is u so rt o r spirit which is possessed by the UII/I/I /I , and is ol'icn 

associaled "i lh ev il spi rilt hatthe alll1ight y God ( IVUUI/if inlh is con lnl), 

I)e salviac 11 1)11 1, c iled in Qanno. 200X) staled the lleplh o r the 1 ~lilh 01' IiI \' OHll1l0 in 

W({(II /(/ , liIal he ca ll s the signili cant belie r or Ihe OroillO as 1() llows : '·Ihe Oro ll10 ;Ire not 

re li siris ts. ·1 hel' be lieve in WUW/II wHo (one C,od) , unique unil'ersal ne; II (I !' ;Ind Illaslc r." 

The ideu Il l' Ik Sal l'iac is no 1110re dilTe rent rrol11 othe rs (like Knutsso ll. Ilan cls) in 

concepts, 
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,\llIl c' id I I (.: ~) ;IS t:ikd in C';llhl III)XX) IIn'k "h",,1 (l' Pllltl;ts 1;.11",,, : "I I,,' (,;III;IS 

I () rlllllo ) :lrt: Il ~ il li~r Christian nor heathens; til e) h;,,'c Illl id.,ls I,l l' lI(lrSllip ," I hi s t:ka rl y 

support ,II' strc' ngthcns Dc sal viac's witncss ahnul Ihe I'undanlcntal 1 ", li ~I' (II' th c' Oromo 

lung agu. 

Han ds 111)1)11) gaw thL' ckliniti un and eone~pt ul' /I''''''!(f in a si,"ilar II:" 10 ,,11'c'rs 

(csa lnpk ( ,:lllaa Mc lba, I<)XX and Kllutsson , 11)(,7), Il ul h~ ull lt:~l'Ilcd on sa)i ll g alld 

pnl\ '~ rbs III L''\ plain the concept. 

The other pnint llartcls di seuss is that thc n(ln -equi"alcnee uJ' Oroillo ' /J'(ff"!II ' to the 

Ln l'. li sh "'tid '(jud ' because thc Oromo W(f!"!(f , as hc sal'S, compriscs Illnre Ilt;m the 

SU prl: IIH.: h l..: illb ' cn:il lor ant.! rukr or lhe L1 ll i\'...:!'..;...: ill the \\'esterll <';V Il SL' . I k· pl\: k rs to 

deline Il'fll"!(f as di"inity, a kind oJ'nature or esi stence, 

' I he othcr poilll rai sed by Ilanels is th:11 the elll lCl'pl oj' ,"Tlm(f, I':, 'il ,,1.1:1'111111 (, 1.1:''((1/11 

h;lI11aa ) :IS I k says, is a superhuman beiug (abn"~ 111:11 1) bil l 1I0t th l' ori gill:1I , I,I:l'IIlIlI or 

tl'liC .. 'IYI'<III<I , ' Ihese :Ire not 'sol1ll'thing oj' WIIUI!II ', 111.11 r;lthn secn :IS lll (l r;tI h,:illg '](Iing 

oill y in rl' t'ard 10 pcople whol1l /l'1I1I1f1l h:ld wilhtlr:llVn, The saillc cSI,lanalion was ",i"ing 

hv Knut sst'll Iklt WIIII</" uses evil .. Iyv(fl'll.ls to plilli sh II ,osc wh" break Ihe rules "I' dhll!'.:la 

III Ca llin!! Intlh , ;\ eco rding 10 Ilanel s coneeplu;tll v ~v i l .. 1,,1'111111 ,md dl'\ 'il are Ihc' sa lll e, Ilut 

1:llkr Muslim and Christians caille in 10 the :I!II (, (,II , l ie pn.:senl s II hal :In " Id Ill:ln oj' 

Oromo 1,,1.1 him duri ng his intervicws: "The Sala Gllne I" nlll' counlrv II ilh Chri sli'"lily, 

I kl~H·l'. 111\..'1\,' \\ere Ill ) Sed'ana. bdil' vc.: lI1e" , L\ il 0,1'\:1'</1111 "':; 111 be 1\:1;1\1.: \ [ "i llt SI.'\.:l'a IlU 

Cl'en iJ' Ihey lIerc b:ls ically (i n or igin) not the S;UllC, bU I thc word /IYI'llI7I1 is 's(llllclhi ng or 
//'<l I/I!I/' :IS Ilmlds stated , 

Klll ltSSllll ( 11)(,7) on hi s part dcsc ribc c1istinclilln hclwl'l'n Ihl' tcrm (JtllIlIlI ;lIld ():l lli icha 

til' 1):l lli lli , :\ ecLl rti ill !'. to him, (JIIIIIIII al w;]ys dcsi l, " ;]kd II, c kw Ir,lIi ilitl ll' '( '11il!,1> pr iest' 

"hik C),tlli r li;] reprcscnt s ~ I Ill:l ilil y allli -soc ial or al k:1S1 ;] lIli -tr;]dili tl ll''(, ,.illl' ,( I'll Ie , lie 

cO li li nues III " I)' genea logical ly, ;] 'greal' (jallllll is rega rded :IS Ihe In llsl sc'lI ior pc' lson in 

hi s lineagl' alld d an , It is bcneath the di gll it y oj' a f! rc:lt QIIIIIIII to ask hi s ri tll:ll cl icnts J'o r 

IXI)'1I 1enl "h ile a Qal lii cha however. is notorious I"l' ex tracting rCllllllle ralilln by (Julllllls 

is " hat p,,"pk bring him in the Illl'ln ol' gin kllllwn 'IS g, ,( cha:l. 
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,\ , alh (1 'i ') X) O il hi s part explains the Ol'O lll ll h,'l i,'I' "'slCIIl ,\ccmdill g II' hil ll /I'(/'((l lI , 

til l' CI'C<'lt ll r {I I' the Orolllo , regulates their cxiskllu,: lind fliliCliulls in a h: il allL'L'd way. 

<)uulillg !,:;tSS;lll l. Asa lTa con linll l:s: 'IV({( /(/u \\ 11i ls\ heil l!.!. a 11 H' 11UlhcisllC. ( iud is ;lI so th e 

di " illc pr ille ipk that controls cw rything rrolll "ill, ill ... · til is was di sc ussed III /\sa n:1 

.IaLlt ;1 as iJIl;I ~'. L' u r crca lion that has signilicant C()))SL:<.jIICllCCS for thL: ()rolll o v isiulllll' th f..' 

lllli vl!rsc iI ~ a \\ hule. 

Th~ other phenolllenon in touch lVith /\s;ilTa ( I'> '!X ). in the Oroll10 \\'ll rl d "i,'\\'. disc uss 

til L: tlln'!l' ()rllll\ O c01lce pt s to ex plain til l' o rg:tll i / i llillil alld ill l L' I\':UI1I1LTliu li or Itll lllilll . 

spirilual alld pll ys icallVorlds: UI :J'(/t/II (sp irit). I luinaa (nalll r,,) allli sal'lIu ( lllor;iI mder) . 

I Ie- adds 11 1: 11 Ilmlugh "yy"n(/. /1'(/(((111 Cfeilted hUIIl '"l alld 1'1,,'sieal " ,,, rid , alld 111I 'llUgh 

Ul )'(//,/(/ th,'s~ phys ical wo rlds arc also illterconnec tcd to th" ir l'rcat"r. Furth,'r, thl'Ough 

U.\:"W10 each person's 0YYllI1U H'ooC/o lTL':Jlivcly lIets ill th e person's lil \.'. l l ll1ll:l;[ il1l' ludL's 

;rll things creat~d by "'CIUllO, including 0.\:1'0/'/0, II nlllr; ri and ethi cal cock tl " '1 OrolllllS li se 

tll id ~ lItil ~, bad 1'1'(11 11 good and wrllng rronl righ t is eal kd Sa rUlI, 

The othcr poi llt /\sa n" ( 1 'iC)g) states is thc myt h. thc ori ~ ill ,,1 (j(fIl/1I1 (rL'lil' i"us leade!') 

lI'as dcse ribed from hcavcn, /\ (j(/lIuII is th ll ll ght to possess sacred characterisli c that 

~ 11"hk him to :Iet as int~nl1cdiary betlVcen the 11l'opk and /1 '(/(/(111, 

11:lrt l'is (I 1)1)1!) sLlrts the discll ss ions with important t ~rIllS slI cl, as bl c'ss il,! ' , C",.S,'S. "a tl l. 

ri tuals and SUIIl ~ sayings . The li rsl paragraph is abolll a myth Ihat long-agu. /1'<11.1<1(/ lI'as 

laying close tll the earth, li.:rtili" illg it wilh hi s ra in IlaaJ't i niiti il'1II/(/llti Ill c: lning the earth 

is 1I'(/(/(fU' S "ill-). It is known that /V(/(/(IU has a dOllble mcan ing: one is 'di,'inity' and lhe 

ot h~ r IS sky, Il ilrtels secills 10 say the physical /1'(///(111 (sky) evcn il ' Ill enlillncd ill the 

Ill\'th. 

The (,thcr phclHlll lcnlln Ilartcl s ( 1')<)0) mcntion is 1111' de lilli tion or ~)III1/I/I: . (j(/IIIIIIS mc 

pagan ritu ~ d c.\ pt..:rts who Illadc their appl:ar;' \J1 Cl' 1111 tIH.: SCCIlC as a rl':tf..,till n tll 

Chri stianit )' , l ie ,dso necds lhat ' to cnlllrcc their p()sition lhey adopkd eerLlin Cl lri stian 

delllents in III the ir cull'. nllt he didn ' t present II'hat Ch,. istian elL-lllellls hal'C been 

adopll'd cseept he gi vcs a rei'crence book or Knlltssu ll ( I <)() 7) 
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'1 h,' other « IIIlTpt Iklrtcls ( I()()O) rai sc' is lilal a Cll lllj ,ic ic' idc'a 01' " 1,,,1 :- laar.""11 is: 

:lv(nrding to him . 'f\ '!aaraam is not "'/U(U/U , SIll' dllCSll'\ crl';t!L' \1 Cl lild ill 111\.' \\U ll1l.'II· S 

1I'01i1h. l\ ul .• il kr WOOI/U has give n the child is in Ihe Maar.lanlS hand s. ;\ec(\ rdin ~ t(l lhc 

helic·!'. Maaraall1 Cill1 ask Woo'!a II'hal ever shc nceds ami ge t a posili ve responsc. Ilartels 

secms lo say nexl lo Wuo,!a . MUUI'{fUlIi able lo do an y lhing. 

ilartcls ( I ()X:;). " ;\ 11 hill s and mounlai ns arc lu the Malcha place or saer ili ee and wo rsh ip. 

since lhe)' arc nean.:r lo the sky. ncarcr to WUUI/iI" thc abo vc vie w reveal hills and 

111llunlains arc a pl ace where peuplc practices praying to Cjod. Bceause o r thc I~,cl they arc 

close lu W",,,/a . 

rVlohammed ( 1994) on his part discuss aboul the relation ship bclwecn (ju/llJtI and 

/1'1'~echu by quol ing (Dc Salviac 1905: 104) as he says lhal ..... Oromo group lhalllll"l11ed 

parlor the confederacy had ils own rilu,d leaders who accompanied lhem. They were 

called Irreesaa. lhe "righl hand or the QUI/IIII" and were hi s emissa ries who hacllhe "righl 

exercise lheir I'unclions rrom the (ju//Utl who reside at the cradle land or the moielY". li e 

see ills lo say bOlh /l'l'eechu and (jU//tllI arc inseparable. They accompanied each olher. l ie 

adds /I'I' ~(,C//(/ represenl (jO//1I1I and had a righl lo praelice (jul//II" s I·unetions. 

The Waaqelrannaa ilullctins writtcn in O ruIlIO. 2003. Octobcr OS d iscuss the process or 

Mllilduo ceremony in li'l'eec/w ritual ceremony. The pcop le arc galherecl ; leaders ur the 

re ligion and ciders come wilh ('oacellu and Ko//oeho (lance). ;\ konno. Bull is brought 

Il l!' sacriliee (to be sla ughtered ). The I1hha Mllllc/OU. religious leade r sta rl s to anoinl 

inse rting ('OI/OI'SO (special kind or grass indicator 01' fertilil y) in a i3uller rrom the 

Jll reheml or the Il ull lo its ta il three times ' . The name 01' l1iJhu Mllilduu has been derived 

rrom the term Mlillduu which means ' lo anoint ' . Ilcre , the Ilul lc tin does n't desc ribe why 

( '()(/III'SO is preli:rred Illr anoinl and the rilual objeels arc brough t lo the eere l110nial place . 

Ilarrisa news paper wri llen in Oromo language di sc uss ing abo ul the Waai/il as !(l ilow: 

The Orol110S ex press their rese nll11ent. smlncss, and happiness. directl y to their Crea tor. 

WOW/il. No othel' superior or inli.: rio r power is respons ible I(lr Orol11os' happiness or 

sadn"ss apart rro m their Creator. Wuw/o. Thcy blame the ll1i sJ(,rtune and bad-(lIl1"n they 

have encountered in their dail y aeti vi lies, wh ich could be resulled as or negligence or 
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lilrgdl'uln,'ss in d~railing thcm a\\'ay Ihlln the main chapkrs or IF(/(/(/,,' s (llLkrs, (ilarrisa 

7 SL'I'tcmher :'0 I 0) 

Th~ other ne", s paper wr itten in Oromo language ka ll"ch" On,mia cx pla in abuut ()ronlll 

belier and worshipping places, According to the news p"pcr Ihe Om,"o pc"plc- hL'li nT 

Ihal. the y Illi gh t haw comm itted cubbuu (s in) at one timL' 11,,,t could ;lIlger tile- 'I ukr;ln t 

lI'i l<l</", Then, they honestl y pray to W"iII/" Illr Iilrgiveness and (!eli, 'crancc by gc tting 

t"ge the r ,' ith ~ r ;11 the envil'll ns or sac red water ( li ma) , on hi!,h nHl unta il1 ( FII//IIII) m hein !, 

undc'r the saered sycamore tree (Odaa), or at Ihe sacred or rilua l house ((;" /11111) ur Ihe 

Qaal luu ,(t-:;i1 lac ha Ol'llmia 27 October 2(09), 

I'he reponl'l' Ih:lVS papcr written in Lnglish explain 'I boul the r,'I ;lIi unship IWI,w,' n 

/I'I'c('cho '1I1d (j ada't as ((,110"''' : The /I'I'('eel", celebralion m;lrks the (j ;,, (;I ;l s' ril cs o r 

passage cere illony, Trad itional ly Ihe Oromos had li ve (j"c/U{/ (grad ,'s) nr parti,'s, The 

Il ;HlI~S or ([ll' Se !-,- ratiL's vari ed fro m placc to place . T IICS!.: gr:llks \'Vcrl' C011'11110 11 1) ca llL'd 

dal" i1 ee (;I ges one to e ight ), rog!,e (ages cighl 10 Si ,\ lecn) , Il lilce (ages si\ I,'ell lu I\\e nl y­

(( ,ur), qu nd a;II ;1 (ages I\\'enly-lillir I" Ihirty- two ), ;lIld dU ITi (;I ges Ihil'\,,· t\\' 11 to 1',,1'1")' The 

1l1.!\\ S pap!...·!" cUlltinuL's. then: wen: ri tes uJ"pass:I!-',L'S \\"hl'lllllalcs passed I'ro lll l)]lL' (;lId((o to 

another. 'I hcse rites or passages were cal led /rl'(!cc/w "I' bUllt,\. The I'IIliti ,' al phi l,,,,,ph)' 

or the ( ;".!II{/ sys tem was embodied in three ma in principles: an eight -yea r term or 

" '", ie'rs: " balanced opposition bd wcen partics: and poll'er shar ing l1L'tll'een hi ghe r and 

111\\t.' r lc n: ls. "I hL'SC checks and halances were en.:alcd 10 pn.:n.:nl mislI se or po wer. !\...l'lh.:' a 

Lan li ch"il'l1l:1n or Ihe recent ly Illrmed Waqa Ik lie\\:rs :\ssociati"n tc> ld I" rL'p"ricr. 

( l{qlOriL'l' 17 November 20()(,) 

The " lhel' (lOi nl rcporter news paper touch is about the purpose or 11'1'('('cll" , Accord ing to 

ll lL' lIews (l' I('" 1', the pmpose or il'l'e('c/1lI is to tilank Waqa I'or tile b"' luti 1'111 ll'l"illll'r ' lild to 

beseech il 10 1;ls l un til the prom ised crops ripen to sli siain li ll', Illr child!'L'n 10 grow, Illr 

t h ~ sick III heal. Itlr justice and fraterll ity to pn,.:v'lil alllullg 11Iunan hl'illgs. SiJll': l' bill·k in 

the days, green vegetation, lives loek and water ill ean a lot to the lives ;1I1t! cult ll l'l' or the 

Oromo al ld arc accorded due respeel. (I{ep0rier 17 :--io''ClllbL'l' 20(6) 
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' I h~ Ethi opi'''1 II<:r"ld (I1<:WS p"p<:r) SU11d"y ,'dilion, es pl :l ills Iha l /l'n 'I'I'iI{/ IS sel11l ­
r,'li gious !'~sli,a l alllong the OJ'(l1110, 1': lh iop i:lIl herald con lill ues, li k .. aII CI,:l1I ( 'I" liili c 
pcopk Ih,' OJ'(l IllO ee lebrale Iwo /l'l'eecillf ksli"a ls rccellll), II,e Mcll,a /l'n' I'I-/'" :11111 11ll' 
Tu llu 1,c,'" ",'iI" Ine;uling Il'l'eecillf celebralcd Ile"r I:lke ;,,"1 on Ihe 1I11 'U III:liIiS (I I' Ilill 
resp~cl i vcl), (1', lhiopia11 1I<:I'<IId Oc lober I,!,!I) p: (, ), /\s 11ll' Llhiopi"" I Ivr,dd "" plaills 
/l' l'l' l'ellU is p;l l'Ii :d-rcii gious ril ua l al110 ng Ihe (holl1o , LlYlll(llogie"l l) Ih,' Omll"l spel'Ch 
Cl11nlllunily celebra les Ihis lesl iv,,1 like olher C'ush itic people. nut the 1l ,'\\'S p:lpcr not 
touches up on thc soci;d v" lue or /l'l'eecill/ ritua l cer~nlll n \', 

,\ p;""phlvl al11lll:d l, prillted by the Cull ural Ilureau 01 ' Orollli:l cOII ('(' rll iIl1 ' 111 '1'1' " '' III' 

/I'/'( '(' I '/IU) IS ill lrliducill )! olle or th~ popular rit ua ls Celebratioll or tlh' Orolllll , kill'" 11 as 
/1'1'1'Cc!"', It is a th;lIlk giving ;lIl nual celebration t; d,e ll pl"ce at a chose ll plac," The 
dlOos~ rs aI',' (j{//!/I/IS the leader or OJ'(l 1110 reli gil1 11. kiloWIl as waqq('n ~"lIl : J:l. \\'aaq ­
Ill eans appJ'Ll~illlatcl y equ ivalent to the English "'(]I'd '(jod', It is a shol'l rllrlll 01 ' /I ', IlIl/{/ , 
Thi s e~ le br:ltio11, according to the palllphlet. /l'l'l'l'eI,,, slal'led ill :lllci" 1l1 til11e h, ' Ihe 
people or j\;i le \,:lll<:y Cushit ic, Th~ lop o r Ihe Ill Ulli li aill is chosen Ihat I"cause durin ~ Ih~ 

dry seasons peopk pray 1'01' God giving thel11 min ;lIld the ra in ~iv in g cl ouds :Ire C(Illec tcd 
:It the top (II' t h ~ lllliuntains , In Septcl11bl'l' the place o r th .. I," ti , 'al "1',' <II 1111' ri,,'r ":llIks 
"lid I:l kes IiiI' th;lI sun li ght and l10 wers me round <It Ihcs~ pl,"'cs, TI,i , lill ll' Ill\' ( )1'(1I1ll' 

'.1 ,"'1.' to" pkaS: lIlt 1l1l1l lth (Scp lclllber) which is sun ll Y alld I1 m\l' ry, 

Meskerem ( I ,!I)X), on her part giv<:s the deli nit ion o r /1'1'(,(,c/w and di sc ll ss "holll the 
WOI'shippill tl places, Accordin~ to her: " /I'I'('eciw is tied to the l:ind IIi' thi s I'''l!iun Illost 
ililportani III the Irees, the mountai ns ;1I1d thc lak es ," she l'nn tinue disclI" inF "bllllt 
\\urshipp ill tl places o r /,./,,,,,O'h,, such as Trec, lak ,', ri "l'l' ;1I1d mllllnillins 1(\ s l r" Il~! ll h'n he l' 
ide:l sh .. 'Iull",d schulars li ke Lri c (I I)l) I ), Who ",mle tlla l :l II Ci" 1I1 Lgypt "Ih~ (;(lddc" 'IS 

the Ire,' that conrcrs nouri shment on souls, as the syc:ll1lore tree or date p:llm is olle o r Ihe 
e,:lIlral li gu re or Lgyplian art. " Accordi ng 10 him 1': g), pli ;1Il heli e\'e thai Ihe ,,'ClIllnl '" tree 
is the majm alld cen tral ligure or their art. Moreove r. Meskl're lll a lso tlili ch abolll Ihe 
1l :l11h:dl Iree \\ 'hi ch is rOllnd in many Arrican cou ll tries , i\ S shc says thai "The Ih" h;d1, 
whi ch is all indi tle llOliS tree o r the tropic o r Capricorn in Aliil'a is h,' li ,'vd In h;I\'<: a 
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spiri!." !\ n; lIrdi ng ttl her in difkrcnt AI'ricun cllLlIllri es sewr:i1trccs iI :II'l' :1 spirit. Sile t:lkc 
all ~xalllpk N ig~ria and Zimbabwe. as she slaled ill hoth coul1lri l's B;!tlh:dlS I rl'L' ; lrl' a 
n .:lltcr ~ lr \\urslJi ppi llg wh ich involving IL:rlilit y spirit s. I~ut SIH: did 1111\ 11 1l'll li ll ll tIll: 
prucess lI l ' ( l:kbr~lting irJ'eedw ritual ccrClllUIl~' rnr instance ,.vhat I S g Ulllg. on h l.'j'Pl'l' the 
l11 ain da) uf the celebration, the Illain duy and pus t Il'l'eecl/U. 

Dirrib i (2()(JI)), On his part di scussed about 11'1'('('cll" on ili s hook Ila:l k ha Orl'Jl'lO (t hc 
Idelllo[.'y Ill' Orolllo) wrillcn in AI:l:1n 0 1'0111 0. Accord ing t\l hilll, """ "'ci ,,, 111 \,: lns Oru l11o 
spcec h L'\1I111IlUllity put grass. Iluwcr or leaf .. 11 spcli lic "Irea in urd er 10 LIl II\ 'l' } ur l"l.'\ 'l'ai 

tlie glOl' " 01' ( jud. :ll1d pruy to (iod by say ing "all11i[.'iltv C;lId you :Ihl" til do e" ,'r" thing, 
yu u arc the cre:llor o f thi s grass, Ilowcr or leal ', " In th is huok he disell ss in det :lil abou t 
Oil"" ""h('(' ("'I'(,l'ch" celebrated around Il ushlllhl) , Il ut Di rribi di s I)(,t di sl'l"s what 
Illakes dilTcrcnt Udull Nuhee frolll the othcr Udaas likl' Or/i/U I!ishl. t )da:! 1IIIIt llil i. ()daa 
1IIIIIulJ :lIld Stl Il)rlh . 

I:silcle ( ~ ()()X). raises the point conce rn ing the ()nllllO reli gilln. as he sa)'s th :lt the UnllllO 
arc hllth poll g:lInous and 1l10nogallllllls, The ('h ri sti :lI1s arc InOI1O).' :l ll )(\(IS \I Ii neas. th<: 
iviuslilll s :1 nd those who hold the traditional reli gion (Waaql'ITaann:la) :Irl' )llOlh'!!: IIIlOliS 
:11ll1 l or plll "l-':1I11l111S. I Ie adds all110st all the ed ucatl'd sectio ns , II' ~ llI s lilll s and the 
1"IIIlwer "f traditillllal rel igion arc Illonogalllllus. I Ie see ll1 s to S:\I ' thc o 1'1 '11 11 1 spc,'eh 
Clllllll1 Ullit ies arc th,' Illllowcr of Chris tianity. Islal11 and tl':lciitional reli gion, And which 
religioll is :dlowcd and lor nllt allow having I))ore than onc wii'c. 111I!. il,' docslI 't l'Xpl :lin 
the belie!' syste lll o!' Orol110 in detai l 

2,1 .2 Hl'Ii!!,illll , Hitual anti Hilu,,1 Ohjccls 

,\ nllesa ( ~ (}() 5). onjllurna l ofOrol11o studies di scuss aboutl'itll:d. Acc1lI'dill[! t" hill1 ritllal 
I))C:1 ns cOlll posed llf the lal lowing selJ ucnccs SOIll<: uf which ligure ill ut ili,\, ritua ls. It 
cOlltained s)' l))bo ls and act ions e0l111110n to ot her ritual s :lIld clllp ll1l'<:d a nUlI1ber of 
Illedia: words (pra),e rs, bless ings and invoca ti llns) songs. dance and ri tllal "hi,' cts , li e 
11leant lil;11 ritual Im\'L' its own urLicr and is i.lI.:culIlpall; l'd hy "evcrL!! ;1l' liull :-: slI l' l, :I ') : "u llg. 
dall ce, alltl so Illl·th, 
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1.01I )! m'"1 dicliu llury which is ~d it~d by POll I (l'nX) ~:II ' C tllc Lklilli li "11 "I' ri lu, ,J as 
['ollu\\': "(jill' nr Illon: ccrcl11onil.:'s or customary act s \\hicl! tire I) nen rl.'!1I..';lkd in lill.' S(\ 1111.,' 
I(>rln". I Ie IIl calll Ihal rillial is rC ll lllari y ,,'lcbratcd occlsion or ("lIsI0 111 . 

I{a ll gc r alld Kiln ' ll11bo (I <)72), in thc book thc hi slorical st ud y or ;\rrican rc li gion ~: IIT an 
c~planati()n o r rel igiun anel its assuciation wi lh ri lual ()bj L'cls Ihc\' " " ' Ih"l : "Ihc 
ps, chu lo!! ic: ,J boundarics or religion are th~ musl dinicllil to demarca le. In pres'-il l d:" 
rc l i~ iuus syslems. the tangib l~ aspcct o r rcli gion includc ubjcci 01' ri llial li se. in 11lL" scnsc 
Ihat Ihcy arc . u s~d in religious observancc, ccrLlin 01' a symbol. the placL' 01' sll ch 
ubservances, alld object wh ich ha ve been 'rilm,Ji/.cd' because o r the uhscn 'allccs " 'il h 
"hi ch Ihey arc associalcd" . 

ThL' ulher pu inl disc ussed by Ranger and i<imUinho (I ()72) is about thc mcanin~ 01 ' rit ll',J 
objce !. As Ihey says Ihat a ritual objec t is one "hosc meaning is shmcd in pr"clicc 
hec'luse or a eOlll mon cultural herit age whe reas, sacred symhols runclion 10 syn lhcs i/.e a 
people-'s ethos and arc objects whi ch serve as a veh ic les 1'01' conccpli ons. I\ s sllch " rilll,,1 
ohjcct can he a symbol. and an aetna l rilual is sce n as a cll lillra ll y 11" II Crl1<',1 s\' llihulic 
"IC I i 1111. 

h ""IS (I (h(l) on his bOOK entitles Nuer religio n disc ll sscs abuul Ihc ",,\c "I' (, ,,d ill Ihc 
soc icly , I Ie says Ihat ..... he is concc ivcel or not only as creator but al so as gllmci i:l n 01' 
social orLle-r who punishes transgressions, wh ich me breac ill's 0 1' interdi ,' li,lll s " 'hi ch "cn"l' 
10 nl:lintaill Ihc socia l order." (h'as-p ritchard IlJS6::1?O). Ilc seems 10 S'"' (, ,)d is ahle lu 
du '")y Ihin ), : Ill' can punish those who go beyo nd thc limils ur what is Inmall,.. suci, ,JI,, 
In Iq !:,Jly acceplahle. 

Thc Llt lwr pui nts to uchecl by Evans ( 1956) on his bllok cntitle Nucr rL'l igill n 11lL' hri L'r 
de lillililln Il l' I"L'li f! iLln. According to him rel igion W:lS discusscd :lllli c.sl'l"il\l'd in 1,'rIlI S " I' 
associa li on Il l' ideas, o r person ilicatioll or natura l phcllomcna. or awl' . or thri ll. "I' l'car. 
a n ~ i cty and rrllstralion. o r pro jec ti on and Sll lort h. I Jc SCems to say rcli ~. i(\1l is dcscril)c'" 
ill lerlns or a kclillg or grcat rc spect mixed with Jl-ar 'lild so I()rth. 
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I'rall (I Ir~ ll) 1111 hi s part delines rdigilln as 1',, 11 11 11': ··thl' se rilllls :lIld s(l"i al allilillic- II I' 

indil'idual ami eomillunitics to ward the power alld pUlVers wh ich Ihn cUllccil'cd as 

hal'i ng ullimak conlrol uvcr thcir intcrests and lic-sliny." 

i)urkheilll ( 11).17) rcligion is" a lInilied systclll ul' belil'rs :Illd praeli el's rel. ,lil'o I" saLTed 

things. th :1l is tl' say, things sc t apart and Illl'biddL'1l helieLs alld praCliL'es IIllich LlilitL' ill 10 

OIlC single IlHlr,, 1 cOllllllunity called :t Church, :dlt llllSe who "dherc to II ,elll " 

T 0 slim lip. "thl' above re views ex plain about the meaning llf rcli ~li(lll . the 1lll'(Jllill l! of 

rdigious ritual and its association wi th ritual objL'L, ts and o I'Ll 1110 tradiliun:d hl'li e r ' ),>leln 

in geller:d [,1' eli Ilerelll sc hulurs alld I'rolll oillcrelll I'rillt IlIl'd i:1. It is kllllllil 111:11 /In'<',-/III 

is olle and ~' lajo r (JrOIllO ritual cerelilony. Null' ada)' Irrl' eci711 ri tu:d cekhr:ltioll is 

becomillg 1l 11ICh kllown al rcgiullal kvd, lIatiunal k\'l'l. eVl:1l SlIllle 1{lrf..'i !-!11 IIH.:di:l 

translllilted the occasion li vely. Il owever, therc is 11 0 surticiL'nt re[(;rl'nce, 

2.2 Thcon't ical framework 

Rl' scarch l'l"S IlI<I)' dc\"clop lhcoril:s from unbiased 1. lIlal ysis ul' ve rhal i1lll'l' \ ie\\' ;llld I"C\'il'W 

or the lllll s t rl'lL'v~lIH rcsl:arch. w hich can serve as a frame work for illtl'rpn.:lill~ the 1ll,:W 

data. Althuugh thi s study is devoted mainl y to the an:dys is of /rreeclill ritual cerellll"'), in 

Orulllu ;lI11Ull g. ,)'//(1\1'(/ community, it is necessa ry III cll c:tpsu lah: III L' s tudy 111 SUllie' 

t heoret ic:d . COI11 I1<tral ive and hi storical perspeci i ve, 

'I he app ropn :ilc theory Illr thi s study actual I v is ti ll' on glll 'lild del'l'loplllClll thL'm v or 

religious ritual. Sinee there are several thoughts by dirk rent scho lars. I lI 'ill sti ck til the 

J)urheim' s thllught- Ritual is a collee ti ve rep rescntatilln , 

As I sa id above there arc ciilTerentthought by dil'krellt researchcrs. lirsl ic- I as sec Tl' lor' s 

(I X73) "nd I:ra",er's ( 18<)0) thought , Tylor's study. centered aroulld l11agiL. II hiI'll he 

described as 'o ne or tile Illost pel'llicious delusions that L'l'er vc ,sc'd 1I l: lI lkind' (TI' ILlr 

11)73: 111 2 ), Ty lor 's lasting con tribut ion to thc study of social institulions lay in the st lldy 

or religious ritual. This was by way 01' cievcloplllent ano applicati ons ll r his CO II CL'pt or 

"lIli mislll' Iw II'h ieh he meant 'belief in sp iritual kings ' , 
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I:ra /,cr (I X')()) <>11 hi s part accepted TylOl"s ( I Xn) l11 ill ill1al ddillili(lll 01 ' r<'li l' i(l u, rilua l ' thl' belier ill sp irilual bcings' as a workin g b'l sis, hUI Il'<: nl I'url hc r, I Ie c<I,,-Y,mi/,'" heli"" S ~ ' S (CIilS ~1\"' lll'r; d l y ill f\~iI~i c. Rclit!iUI1. ,Hili SCil...·11 CC :lIli..l ; llT ~ 1I1 !-'. I...: d tIH:S~ ill ,Ill t ' \ ~d lJ llll llilr~1 it ieJ'<lrchy ill 111;11 lmkr. Accordi ng 10 hilll, Magic dCI 'c lclped :IS an :11"'1 11 1'1 hy 111 '111 10 do 
SOll Ie th i ll ~ ab"ul illlpondcrable Il lrces iu hi s en vir(lnlllcni. ~ bll in hi , sllh,'r " I' 11(11 1 s"hn 111<)ll1 elll.', had e: lIme to think Ihal he cou ld dD sOlllcllling :Ihnut the mdil1al'\' rUIl 01' IIIC cosmic orde r Ihrough inc'lnlalions, shoUlil1g, cajolillg, litll ill pillg, and I"iter gc'sl icui:l li(lns , Whcn thi s did not succeeded, man then undcrsl '1I1ds Ih :ll Ih ,'re llluSI he cc rl :lin )loll'ers 
hehilld till'S\..' ll ' lllll'a l !'o rcl:s which could not he SlI casy 10 lIl ~ uliplll:t k. l'111': IIll !\ L'IIl Cllt rrl11n Illagie: III rcl igion, therdlll'c, is see n as a l'ulld ' lIn l'lIlal shi n 01' coslilld ll~ i c al :llIi llilk rrom arrog:lncc 10 hurnility, Then graduall y the idea 01' sc iel1ce is exi slcd , !\cconl ing 10 hilll, Ihis l1ew ' sc ientilic o ut look' took a long lillle 10 be accep lcd, In Ihe \ iell' or l 'r'II,L'I'. Ih is clHln gc dcpends up on ce rl ain other developmcnl 01' ill Illlman I'sl'c l,,' , cui I 111',' , and 

SIK icty. 

I llll'kheim t l W, :; ) rcjecls Ihe idea and expl'lIl atio n ol'lylm (I Xn) and I.' ra/c r ( I XliII), I Ie accused SUL'll e'ldier Iheor isls or "li1ing 10 locate Ihe 1, I'lee or religi"n II ilhin II 11 e: re il really is Ih,' s(le:i al Slructure, Durkhcim invcstig:lIcs thc Illec han islll 111:11 h,' ld ",,' ic\~ ' Illgl'i h,' I' 1'1''' 1'11 dil'il:rcnl angles Ihn>ughoul his C'I' rel'l': Ih e: ,'k l'11 c:11'tary 1'''1'1'11 01 ' rc li ),' iou, lire hc 1l11l'ClISL'd (I ll ritual. ul timatel y arguing that rilual is Ihc rUlldament ,.! mL'l' h:lni sl'n tiwi 
ho lds :I S\le ic'l ) logel he r. Althllugh th l' aspeci "I ' hi s ' Ir!!Ul1lel1t s Ih 'lI res ls <Ill his assumption Ihat aboriginal groups arc exalllple 01' rilual in gnHlp lile , l ie illuslrakd ho I\' rilual leads III increase interactiol1, espec iall y roe u s~d . inlense, and rh ylhill ic inlcracl ill n, 

I )urkh l.' im (I\)( ) ~) tksl'l'ihcd how ri tual s gC l1 Cri.lk i llllllu li ulwi arutlsal. "Itiell Ill' rckrn.:d Iu as Clllleetil'L' ei'li: rvcscc n c~ , Col lective e l'i'c rvescence is cxp,'I'icnced 'IS :1 hci~h le ncd 
a\\arCll l'SS ~d' !-'- I'UliP Illl'm hel'ship i.1S wc ll as kd illg tll :l ! ~ 1I1 uul side po\\"cr fult rllrc~ ' has sac red signi liC:;lIli. This sa~red senti maie is attac hed 10 Ihe s\' lIl bo l al Ih~ ,TnIL'l' ,, 1' he gl'llup' s rilu ,.! alten ti on space, Through Ihis associal i(lIl. the ritual symhol s aI',' lIla,k sac red in the ill iL'rac li ll n, 
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'I lie ilu rl-ll e illl 'S II ')(15) nolitlll 01 ' wlkelil'e repro,'I I"li,," 111 "u~ 1I1 is l'e ll ll,, 1 I" liIe- " "'i,,­
Ili gislic ililerpre ialioll or soc i ~ iI phe ll O l11 e ll ~ 1. TII,'se l'll lk,' lil'l' r,'prCSI'IlLlli ",,, s; lid 1(1 1I ,,, 'c 
Ihc I, dl llll illg k "lures: 

I, They arc CO IlUllon 10 or, arc shared hy Illeillber or a giwn sue ial group: 

2, Thcy arc Irans illilled 1'1'0111 general ion 10 gener"l io n, 

3. Tllc~ illl prl'ssL'd th l! 11l sel ves lip un a s()t:i e \ ~ ' s Ilh . .' lllh l...' J's (ill !.! ;\Wakl'll in Illl'lll Sl'l ltillll..'ll t 
ur rL's lh..'c t. 1 ; 1...'~ lr . adulation and Sl) utl. al'CoJ'{Ji llg 1\1 til l' l..: i n.:UlIl S t;U1C\.: S \11' .I ll.' S tl eI! v.rllup 
aggn:galiull : i ll Hi 

4, Their exi Slcnee docs nol depend up on Ihe separale indiv id ua ls, because Ihesc 
J'eprl:SL! l1l al ioll s have;\ life or 11 u.; ir own . 

The chil ice or Ih is Ihoughl over Ihe olher is or course nol ralldolll, II is h"sicalh' I,ll' III'() 
n.:asu ns. I:irsl. since thL' major ailll or th is study is In dUl"l llncn\ Itn'I'I'llu rilu;d l' l' I\.' Ill11 Il )' 

inlhe case or I/nrcw ;/rsadee and I/omo i3isiil, Thi s Ihuughl play pi l' (ltal rule lu illie rprel 
Ihe cnlire pl'lleess 01' /rreecl70 cc reillony in bO lh places, Second. /,.,.,,<,,-//(/ '" t, ne and 
Illajor OnlillO cullural Ireusc rc, dilTcrcn l groups (lr Ihe sllei cly arc illl 'ol l'l'd il l Illi s rilual 
ee reillony, TII""e l,"'e, Ille Ihoughl help III inlerprel 1111' s igllil ic"1110r I"" eereI1"" 1 It'r II ,e 
e0 I11I11unil v "' lel Ihe role or each person parlicipale in Ihis c('r(,lllony. 1<) 1' i'lslance Ihe rule 
o r childr"I 1. Y(lul h ( l11 ~ il e and J'cl11ak ), elders (Illalt- and kln"lc) "nd /\hh" (;"e/o(/.\ , 

i)u rk heilll ( 1'J()5) believed Ihal. one o r the In OSI l'tillc lions or rillliil ce r,'In(lni l" is Ihe 
llenera l p"nicip'l li on 01' all ll1ell1bers 01' a COIl1I11tlllily in rea nirll1i ng 111I'i r c(llkcli , e I', dlle 
participali(lns which gives renewed or reinl,) rced s(lc ial cohes ion, Il 'lscd on Ih i, viell I 
Iri ed 10 l(lileh lip on ho lY /rreech" rilual cereillonl' rennv Ihe soc ial inl eraclion 01' o rtll 11 0 
colllll1l1nily or/;1I1d the role or /rreecho rilua l ce relnon v in re inro rcing Ihe soeial co h,'si()n 
ors//(JII'CI Oron1ll pari ieu l ad y A/oceo and Tu/mllo CO Ill 111 li n i I)' 

Ilurhheinl also poinled oul I(Hlr primary runel ions or reli !l ions anti ri lll,d eerel1l(lnies, 
I:irsl. he said Ihey se rved a di sciplin ~lry runelion, since se ll '-di sci pline is necessa ry in 
socidY, and ~ I proprielor rllnclion, helping people 10 j ll sl 10 soeiely, Seeolltl. he cl:iillled 
Ihal rilual cere ll1 0nies hroughl people toge lher. Third , cerell10nies and ri lu;,ds ha ve a 
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rel' i t, '\ i/, i n ~ I'ullcl i<ln : that is, il rcminds pcople <l I' lhe ir c() nllllllnalit )' '" ld II IL' I'''s \. I (H lrlh , 

rilual gil'cs pc,'plc a good J'celi ng o r bc lo n g in ~ 1<1 s<leicll': Ihal is. il Ile lps " l' r" up 

()VC I'CII I1l C d il 'li c(l ll ics and st renglhcns it s pcople , 

!\ 1\\llhe r s,'h<ll"rs support \)urkheim ( I ')()5) 11\\ (1 11'111 or ril (la l '"I )() n[! 11 ,,'1ll Iln)\\ '1I I I (i '; :' ) 

ill his bOllk Cil li lkd stru ct ure li nd !'uncti on in pr illli l ivc s Ol'i ~ 'l y. expla ill , 11 :11 rilu:1I is :Ill 

e~press ion oJ'unily o J' sociely alllilhal its J'u nc li un is lu're-crcate' the suei ell <II' III L' s<lei,,\ 

order by real'linll ing and stre ngthen ing the scntilllenis on whi ch thc soe i,,\ so lida ril), '"ld 

thercio rc . the social o rder itsdJ' depend , 

The lit he r poin l llrown (1 952) raise to support \)u rk hei lll ( I % S ) is ril u, tl sel',','S 10 l'\ press 

Ihe unit \' and so li darit y o r the group and il s individua l it)' 'lil el scpal':III " I> l'r(1 ln (l lll ,'r 

grouJls b,' specia l rel ation or the gru UJl 10 il s s"era , l ie Ine'" lt th"l rit (l ,'\ is II l1 l lI llly 

e~prcssin g the un ity or the soc iety, Ll ut a lso rc-create the soc iety: idenl ih thcm se lves 

J'rom the olhcr or identi ty exprcss ion, For the casc or Ill y stud y th is vicll' hel ps Ill e 10 

di scuss in detail about whethe r II'reec/1lI ritual ceremony used as i,knl il\' e~l' ress i () n 

hes ides slrenglhening the unit y 01' :I/IICCII and '/'11 / <1 111(/ cOllllllu nil y, 

(i enl'l'all y speak ing ritua l has s ignili cant in kecpi ng a soc ial orde r <lJ' a eert " ill 

eonll11uni t)'. in mai nt a ining the soc ial cohesion and equi librium , In additi on, ril ui :d is an 

in lrinsie pa rt or the constitution or the soc iety, I used th is view to inlerpr('1 ho\\' / I'/'(, (, C/ III 

ritual eereillony is part o r the real and runel amen talnaturc or the Oron )() soe idy, 

2,) Purpose of Documentation 

Doc umentati on re lCrs to record ing and desc ribing or the slale 0 1' be ing (\ nclI llll'n tl'd I ~u ry 

(2003:46- cI7) gave us sOllle common values 011 whal wo uld cO ll stitu le a good 

d IJ C llIll C lll ~ lI)f l'urpu s: 

I. Diverse- dive rsc in sit uatio n. in partie ipants. 

2, Large- more than ever be lo re , the techno logy is Iherc l(lre to be arbi lr: lr )' largc, 

3, Ongoi ng- dislributed and opportuni sti c- ir conti nua ll y gro ws , 

4, Tr'"lsparcnt- they wo uld be propcrl y annotated. 



5. PCI\'l' ;\ ,lhk- IJhicai and pOrlahk proper ~ 'k't i l d:IL I ill! i lt"ln:ltillil Shll ll id hl' 1';\l' 11 
;11",ul c"cll ill'n l (1 1' d"t" . Ii should be arch ived and 1I;1I1dbl. 

(>. 1' lh ic;lI · d"w owncrship shlluld be proICCh:d. 

;\uslin (20IJ(,: I()O) on hi s pari ad vises Ihat c10Clllllcllt ;lIion should slr iclI\ 1"lll)\\ lire 
scqucllce recordill g/capturing, anal ysis, archi ving allLl nl llb ili /i ng. II shlluld """ider 
r,'k"ant procedures including the prnieci plannin C'. i\ cc (\rdin~ to him dllcunlcillalilln 
prllCCSS Illl' data ;lI1al ys is Ihere arc two tool s as 1'0 11 ,\\\': "C'e ner;1I pUl'[""C s(1I'1 liar,:' I'm 
\\hich the lISC]: must des ign the data strll ct ure and c(ln ", rit t: appii C: lliun prn ~' rOll 1\" lu 
m<lnipillate Ille dala carry out various lask Illr instance ~ I S Word and I':.,ccl ami " ' I'L'L'il ic 
pllrpllSC son warc" which is des igned 10 be used Il,r p; II 'l icu l" r t"sks likc Tll,,1 1\(1.' li'r k' i 
alld k s ieon ;ln n(1 lalion, Praat lo r speec h analysis and allnotalion, 1:1; 111 li ,r "udi(1 "nd 
\'i dcll <IIlI1DI :ltiul l. /\ L'c ording to th l' abo ve n:cOIlltll C]I<.!;llion sort \\";Il"CS. Il'Cll lHdul.-'Y 
equ iplll en l and (1lher rckvallt malcri als h;lVC becll used III c(1ll cc l analYI<' III, d"l" Ii,, ' Illc 
slud y. 
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('hapler Th ree 

Descriplion or Ihe Slud~' "rca allll Conllnun il." 

J, I '1'1,,' Cl'nca lo!.:y and Scll lcllll'ni Pall crn III' '1',,11/1111/- !II(/ ('(' ({ ~ rollfl ' 

J\cl'tl rdill !! lu cltkrs and SO Illl' literary ll1atl'ri ;Ii "i . Odaa \-"'alabu \\';t ~ PIli.' or 1111..' "',, r1 y 

('((//"" 01' 01"< )1110 peopk," !: vc ry ci [(hl veal'S, II\e ~ 1a ceca- 'I'III{((II" " roup ' [N'd Itl IHd d 

Ihcir assembl y, eekbrated l~utta ceremony and ekcted (;(({Ioo ol'lic i,tis 'II (lda" Wa l,til u, 

It was also here tha i ru les and regulali ons Wl'rC Illadc and illlp r(\",'" ",HI Ihe ("'('I'a ll 

cunstit utions were amended, Power was transk rrcd every eigh t ),,'ars 1'1'0 111 Olll' " hha 

U()kkllll III anolher Abba /3()kkllll by the handing over o r Ihe liokk llll (Sl'epkl') Itl tl, ,' ne" I)' 

elecled Abha /30kkllll with all responsibilities, In I (, Ih cenlurv MIIC('O- 'I'II/Ol ilil grtll 'l's had 

,kvdo/)ed the euslolll o r coming oul 1'0 1' wa r in an orga ni /,ed Illanner , Th,', had urg'lIli /ed 

thelll se lves al Ilaroo Walabu on the hasis oj" (;"dull system, It was ill Ihis " 'a" Ih al Ihe 

i\!ocC'(/- 'l'1I/{((IIO groups began Iheir l11o vcl11ent. AI Ihl' lime Ihi s [( roup " 'as predo,,,inanlly 

paslorali st. So, il lVas J"l'Om Ilaroo W,lIa bu Ihal Ihe "'11(,(,« alltl 'I'llltlill" [2rO Up Slal'le" Ihe 

pmel'ss 01"11(\ 1 ement. The C;uduo sci under which Ihe lirsl mOVCl11ell1 ''' 's «r[!'" li/ed ,, 'as 

(;"d"o i\ lcll" , ( 1 52~ -3() Ihe lirsl phase or ,\/"ccu-'I'II I{((II(( m\l\'l' lll enl "hieh lVas 

eonl inued unl il 157g, Ilaroo Walabu was used as a base or movemelll or Ih,' 'h)l'I h Uilli l 

1.'i5 ,I, Il ruadly speaking Ihis phase oi'movemell l was done hy a sillall grull p "hu .,v"ided 

cunilici "ilh Ihe expanding l(,rleS or bolh Chri slians ant! Muslim slli'")"IC, II "<IS "_'ne 

by appoinling reconnaissance squad who report ed Ihe posilion 01' Ihe ene111Y and Ihe 

eeon0111 i (' i 111 porlanl'c 0 I' I he area, The '\<facca- '/'1111111/(/ groups see111 10 ha , e slo ppcd usi ng 

Il an)o Walabll as a base ancl rounded anolher eenler al Odoll ,\'o/)('!, in 1554, 

(Mullll111l11ed 1<)'.)4) 

i\ccllnlillg th e ddcrs and somt: lilerary work s ;\I(1('C(I alld '/"II/UIII(I li \L' 1() ~ '\,:l h l'r rur Illany 

yea rs under saille (;(/(/(/(/ sile called ()daa ,Vo/J!'!', Mohalllilled Sill" Ih :l1 : h,'Ii\lT Ih" ir 

separation, the M(/ce(/ and tlllilll/(/ had a COlll111on c(//tee asse111bl v al Ot!a Na bcT in 

l',la gar. Since Ihe Macc(/ and TIIIUllJa shared c0111n1(ln law, as hn)l he rs "ho uilcy 

Ijajji 111\\11 . II ~' i:- J\hha (iallaa uj" Odaa n isii1. 
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,, "1111111111 1,1\1 , Ihe)' 1( 1l 1 ~', 11I in support 0 1' Olle an(ll h" r, I:, 'e l"\' l'i tc hl y,'ar' e:l,' h 1'1"11 111" " ' Il l 
il s lkkgal ill il 10 (}d,,(/ N"he\' 1111' Ih,' (;"' /" " elcl' li oll. The (;"£1",, 1e 'I ,le I'S \l llll \I ,' l'e 
elcd l'd at (),{" tI V"/",,, eX l' l'utL'd Ihl' dUlil'S or "enl l" " ('(/lli'\', s,'llled d isl' '' ic'' 11,'I \I"','n Ihe 
,\/ut'('({ and tilL' l'lIll1I1W. J11:.1rshakd thcir resoLirces [()r till' cotll mon C:ll tSI:. ~ k'cI;II\'d \\ :11" 

;llId concl ude peClec, iVlohammed ( I ()<J(J :·11 -42) 

h ll' a long lillle Ihl' 111'0 groups li vc logl'lhl'r Pl'ael' ruIJ " heo use 01' Ih,' C(llll llH1 1I ('tllli '" 
and COllll llllil /Jo kkllll, which embodied Ihe spiril 01' uni l" and serl'l'd as a Ii, illg 
cOllsliluli u tl. nokk lfll w as i.l woud ell scepter \tvhi ch \\<.IS used as i lll c lll hkl l l I d' ; ltt l l H) r ;\~ h:' 
thl' (;"£1",, lcad l'l'. Nobody e,Sel'pl Ihl' /\bba (;" d" "l';ll'ri,'d il. 1\1 Ihe "".I IIl'lli s I,'IIU I'C lli' 
o l'licc , the ill ell il lillg kader il dil','C tly rl'(lm thl' hal lt l (lrills' (lu i ~~ (l i n g k"dcl'. 

COllcl'rni ll g Ih l' sepCll'Ut ion 01' M(/cc" I'rom F" /" I/IlI , thel'c ;Ire dil'l',' I'I'11i " i,'\I's rl'OIll 
din~ renl sc ho lars, Firsl kt us di scus aboul who is ,\/"('/'(/ ;lI1d '/'''/UI//(/ , The hllllk I' lItitled 
lilt' I li stur) u l' (holllo luille I () 1I1 ( 'L' lll ury assert. <I 1ll ;'lll kIHlv"t1 as ' 11 I) I"I'u ' i" sa id [I I ha \'\.: 
beell a Illllllllillg I(llher or Orolllo people. I:rom 1i0 iTO descelldenl a ll the ( )rolll ll ;O I'<l UI'S 
bellow is Ihe r;lIlI il y Iree or the Ol'o lno SllCiL'l y (Ie cII I"Il ill g III Ih l' ;Ibo w 111I: ll li,' lI l'd buo", 

//II/'/'II 

( hll /l /II 

1J II/ 'Ul1lI 

( , ,,rueha 

1 

NlIgeu'o 
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due III lli e eonlliel bdween Iheir 1l1olliers (co-II'i, 'es or I(avya) S ir",' '1I1d \I-ilill 
reSIle'e ti vel, , 

Concernill g the separation o r the two gro ups th,Te arc dil'k rellt , ' iews slieh as: s tl' al i n ~ or 
Ilukkllll , scarc itv or land, eX I1ilnd the terr itory alld sca re Ii 1,1\' kni k s\lil. a IlL I h"tte r 
wL'ather colltliti on, Ihe eonlliet between their ~ lo tlier and so IilnlL The reaS"11 ur 
separalioll rro ll l dillcrent scholars and ddLTS williX' di sc ll ssed hellu\\' : 

I\e co rdin ~ to Illy illr<lrtnant Takala I)hinsa, ,II,,,"'" Illad e 'I slr<ln sta , al (J"ni ,"ul alld 
then mo ved to a place comlonabk Ill\' lii s 1 ~ll11 i l y kllllWII as ()dau Bisid, ,\ specilic place 
nalllc Tulle His iil (()dua Bisii/) is sa id tu have hcen area o r li is residcllce , ,\bha (;"d,/(/ 
Takkala I)hinsa continues concerning the separat ion or ,I/acca rrom '1'11/,,,,/(/ is: I/clcm 
well t to the Wl' st direction search rur the k rti k l'llld and good weather cOlldition I'll' his 
l:lI11il v, Ilccausl' 01' the weste rn pan of the region is Il'niic soil he sta vs tli,' rl', T lll'Ou gh 
lillie the JII,,('('(I group established thei r OWll caj/i!e al (!d"a n isii/, 

Smne dd,TS underlille that the con ll ict or their mot hers as l11a in caus,' Ii»' 11r,' sc'par:llion 
Il l' {II/ama and ,I/(/cc", That is why the saying or ciders ~,oes due tu ti>c pa ni s; lIl ship ul' 
Sir;! I ~) r fll /U/IIlI ,UH.I /\kilu It)!' k /uc('{/. child ren lIr line !;tlhcr n.: 1I1aincd s~ p : l r: l ti...'d. 

!\lIuther point nlncerning the separatiun 01' Macea rrom r"I,,"w ,11kI' long lim,: IhLTe 
beca1l1e scarci ty of land, According to some oral tradition when Macm ' lI1d '1'"/","" li"ed 
togetlie r ill tlie eastern pan or the region there WLTe scarc ities o r land, The ' ,I/"cc,,' went 
to western Oroillia and sell led in a plaee where /I()/'{fa nisii/ is ee lehra ted, Thi s is tk 
vie\\ uf or i;.: il l or Oda" nisii/. And the rll/ama stayed at ()cI"a X"h"" 

SllIlle write rs relate the separation or the center or ,I.!"ceo :mcl TU/IIIIIO til the st,'aling 
/Jukkuu '" hich was a sign o r the power or /\hha (,'"""11. Th is \\'< IS IHl\\'e" er, 'II I 

explanati llll hdsed 1111 ora l tradition ahllut the sto ien /J"kkllll shows tl" lt Ih, slL'a lint! lias 

J IlIl t.: rvic\\' \\ ith Ahha (iadaa TakahlDh ilisa (kl\lh.:r 2010. 
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rdaled II> 1(>"> cC lllurv 1I10vemen i "I' ihe IIOl ll"dic (p"sl"r,lI) Hor"n" ~r"up i"r" lll \1,,,ld'l 
W"llabu 10 lire nOrllr . 

Knulsssoll, un Iris pari says thai belore .\Iuccu eSI,lbli slreci hi s olVn m/lt'e s()-c:llkd (Hili 

nisii/, all r,,/ulI/o and Mocca were sa id 10 have h:ld :I COll1nHln (,{I//i'e :lnd ,\hh'l /i"kk"". 
'1 he ."'({ccu. Ilowe""r. conspired alld Slule'l IIlc scc pler. Ahh'l Ilukku' s ,"I ,I-k'll ()i" ,,1'lice, 
Ikcause ,>I·,hi s. IVaI' broke o ul belwccn IIVO grnups oi" !Croups and Iv d 1(1 Ih" IT,,,,,ion or 
illllepend"1l1 ('II//i'£'. () ne Il>r rll/{{/IIU and ()ne 1,> 1' lir e .I//I(,(,u. 

According In Mohammcd Ihe separation or Muce/l 1'1'0 111 (,{I//i'£' assell1hh' :I I ()i/uu ,\'uhee 
IVas lirsl precip ilated by the lonnalion (I I' the :/fi. ,<, conkder'lc), (i.l.'. III,' CI>n kdcrac v ()I' 
Ill e IlHI I'). CUllll'used ur Ihe Il uk(). Tehcllli y". (i"dr" ;Iml I,ih"an. l \c'c"rdil1!l I" Iii III Illc 
.. I,Ii'ec conkdcraey was lormed during the pcri,ld ur Ihc R" h"le (;"'/UII ( I S70-15n). 
During the period or the Ilinnai,ii (;wluu ( 157X-15XC» lire seCllnd A/UCt'll w nll'der:lcy, Ihe 
Sad dacha (i.e . the coni'cderaey or the three). "'as Il)\,\ll ed. lie "'"I li nul's Ihc /\rke 
spe'a rheadd Ihe M({('C(I Illigrati()n to the south weste rn reg ion. The v crossed lire (,udal' 
I{i,cr in til J);Ul1ot during the period or Ihe R()h,del' (;I/i/uu . During II,,' Ilir illaji (;"./t/u. 
the Sadd;lcha also crossed the (Judar River and joi ned ",ith till' . I/i·.,., in I )'I\l1()Ot. 
/\ cconJing t() I,illl hy Irek king in Ihe I(H>ls lel' ,,1' lhe .'1/;-<,<,. Ihe Saddacha \l l' r,' l'l> ulpklillg 
the separ;lti()n " rthe A/UCCII rroll1 the rll/lllnO. 

hUIil till' 'Ib,"',' illl'l\'Ination. it is dinicull to 1-nmv the C.\;lct tilll l' \I he'n th,' ~ I''('n 
sc:pa ralion occurred and when the ,l/acca estahli shed Ilrl'i r ind c: pendclll cOllllci l llI' ('<llli'.'. 
Il 0IVevc r, based on the above in I ()I'I11<1I ion. il is Jloss ible to est il11 all' Ihe reason 01' lire 
separation or the two groups, In Illy opinion it is dinil'ult to say scarcil \' "I' lile bnd is the 
reason. Ikc'lli se. the Ihen Macca and rll/Wlla poppulalion hard ly posed Irll lo!e press llre "n 
the exist ing l'n vironlllent. Since tI/({ce({ and 'l'1I/W/1I1 ~ro lipS had the S:lIlll' conklk.,..,lcv ami 
wc re ruled by one n()kkllll the stealing or Ihe lJ"kkllll or scepll'r was al so i"ar frolll Iru lh . 

To sUllllllari /.e what has been sa id so 1~lr, when tI/({Cl'U went to tlrl' \I'l'Slel'l1 dircctiun 
sea rching lor It:rtile s() il and good wcather condition. the area ile arri, 'cd '''IS l'Olllll'rtahle 
and endowcd ",ith krtilc so il allli covered with grl'en plants allli gra sSl'S: he sta\'c'd il,r a 
long tillle since the di stance is too long to have sallle (;({{/au si te wilil rlll'"l/lI gru lip . he 
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~s la b li shed hi s own cu/jiee al Odl/u !lisiil. I:rolll Ih"l lillle onward s Ihe .\I(/( ·C(/ f.' rnup 
leaves (}dou I, '"b('(' Illr '/'1I1W1IU group. My inl(ll'I nanl T"kbb I)hirl.s" PI) Iri s I'"rl S, I\ 'S: 
!l/UCC{/ group nl'~upi ed rJ'D1l1 wes l S//lII('(( 10 II,e lip Ill' \\';d"' ~a bordn. ·11",re l;,r,'. il is 
dink ul t 1\. 11' ,\luceo group to ill vu lv~ ill ()duu ,\({/I('(' (Iudl/(/ "ii i!.:. IkT,ItI ">L', til!..: ,\/tICn l 

grllup is l \)(l 1';11" frolll '1'1110111(1 ll I'OUP . 

3,1.1 Th,' (;"'Il'a lu gy uf '/'1111111111 

i\eeo reling In Flfl(/l ll{/ clele rs. Ihe groups o r FII/(/I//(/ ;11'" di , ided il) I,) Il lree Ill ain sub­
groups kllll\, n as I)ae hi. Ilaehoo and .Iillce, I':ach suh-group is rurlh ,'r suh di"i,bl inlo 
silllilar ulli lS kllown as Mana and Ilalb,da in i\ "I;lll OroIllO. Thi s lilt'l'all l' llleallS Clall or 
door re-speelil'e ly. III general Ihe genea logy or '/'11/(/11/(/ group could be preseilled as 
1(,lIow: 

'/'111 {/ 1/ 111 

/J(/c/I i i Ikch" Jill" 

13ec1711 Jill" 

/ , (;11/11111/ I. 11111 I. (; tJl lllU 

2. II h/Jo 2.mel/o 2. (jIlSS(( 

3. Socldll , 
\F(.~jlll 

, 
l .oJ :I'(/ J. J . 

~/ .. !.!,eresfl I. I t '(fiT" 

5. kekkll 5. si"h(/ 

]0 



n W'f'/f 

GIIII / illi 

/ , .Iidd" 

., J. ihu J/ 

.I, .'1 """ 

4, / ' tllI 'all (fil("lls of lh e sill tll) 

, Ihh" 

3. "lh"l"i 

' / ' )'UYJif 

,\ , /Jdll 

n. (illllilf 

Sf/t/d" 

( Jell II I 

, 
I.i hllll 

3. 

S() lI rcc: AcI,lplcd r\"() lll lhe bouk Il isl<lI") or Orumo II' SiXI,','Il II , (" ,'IIIIII '\', 

Fi glln: 1. : till' )2. L'IlL'O!Ugy pallern 01' {II/Willi group , 

-" I ,2 T he Sl"lIienll'nl o r TII /tllll ll 

Th,' TII/ if illif ()romo have se tlkd ill vas l area " I' c" lllral 1': lili " pi,1. TI Ie' I '11\' h()lIl hb l I1\": 

lake J)en !>.:1 (,eIVay ) ill Ihe sO lllh: Wallo acllll ill islr,lli l'C ,O ll e ill II", IIl,n h: k ,'rr"I )" 1I 

[', r(lli ps Ih 'lI se tlkd ill Ars i ,Ill el I:allla ll<: ill Ihe s"(llheasl alld Ih" pre"'1l1 , i;, \" ," li llilli slr,lI il 'e 

I .OIll' 0 1' t:;l sl \'/UJl I 'U i ll wcst. (it:l1l'ra ll y spc;' lk ill !-!, thl' sl' lIll' rs PI' L ;lsl ."/"111"11 :I J"L' 111 :l ill ly llll.' 
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I ' AS r S I W WA .I0 N F 

I\MIII\ I ~/\ N/\ " 0"1'" 
111'-. 10"11\1 ', 11\" 

L /" ,,·.HI 

"". ' , ",,, .,, ... , .. , ,. 

ThL' Last SI"J\\'{/ is (lwrwhcllll illgly inhabited I)\' F"/dlllll OrOIIlOS. I\eeord in[, tll c·!tkrs. 

:tlld ph!los()r11i:'. Currentl y, Fanlling and tradc :11\' tIll..' \\\ ll cl'Pllollli c "\"'l'l ~ l! 'S in \\ l1il..:l\ 

IIHlSt or thl' I'ol'ulatioll s arc engaged . The urbal\ dwc' lI ers arl' Illostl y tradl' r' :11,, ' lit ,' rllr,, 1 

peopk arc r:lrtnns. ThL' cereal crops ll1 ainly pmduee" in titi s lone arlO wh,' '' ' :II ld 1" lf 

I.elll iis arc "ISt\ \\ iddy produced in thi s I.onc. 

I he I'::\st SI'(JI1 '(/ illcludes 1ll00lll taills. valkvs and pl" in arc:\ s . .'\ ccnrdin ~' t" ,it" lone 1l 1'l in ' 

ur agri cultllrl' , [llust 01' thc arca is covered by black sn i!. Thcr~ arc ~!I .... \, mi llcr;!! stunL. 

c:.1I 1cd grani!\.: ill the I.UIU:. 

This zonc is also known Illr production 01 ' Ilo\\·ers. It also has In :III1 ' I:,eltlri," and 

industries like I.ca ther I ~ \ c tory . Te"lail industry. ~ 'klcll illduslr v. Ilread ra et(ll'\ ' alld 1·I"ra 

peopk visi t and one or these is Irreec/7a ce relllonl·. Tit l.,.e arc :tl so dil'l<'rcill na'ttr:tl I" kcs. 

e: lvcs and so I'"·tll. 
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l<q!:lrliin!' I"l' li r iollS co mposiliDn, Chri slianil :. 1. ... 1. 1111 .lI HI tl :ldi ti utt: d [h:l i;.' !' .... \ ... 11.·111 :ll'l' 

rllllowl:LI . l'lll' lraditiunal bclid 's arc wi lkl v adlll' t\.:d 11 1 allli l' ut lltnOl1 ill C:l .... [ ,\'hllll'{/ 111 ;11 1 

Wl'st S/w \ l'tI , 

3.1.3.1 Bish"rtll 

Ili sh"J'tu is ""C "I' Ih ~ IllCliSCS (11 ' Ih~ ClIlTcnl Sl lI,h , ,\ (cordiIiV 10 III.' il ll', lnll;!111 /\I>h;! 

(;udllu H;ldIHHI I{at'-v,asa. thl: word Hisho!'tu is h~' li ~ \ ' l: d 10 1I ;\\ 'c h l ' ,' 11 dl,.'rin'd I'ru ln :111 

~ VCll t \V h L'r~hy a mall . whi le pass ing through thi s 1'1 :1CL' . SHW :tn ugly ~'i rl ~ lI h l tll l\'r~:d lilc 

wo rd 'mu:di Il1UC"11l l~lI s hlllht' llll:all ing ugly !-~j rl , Thi s 11 : I Il1 l' was ch:t 111'l'd III I ) l 'h rc /l'yi l 

during Ihl' re i[lllo i' i-: lIlj)cror Ilaik sillasic I and il hild hec )) called by Ih is )) ,"lIe ulll il il l!,,1 

il s (1 ri gin,d )) 'll n,' bil ck al'ler Ihe I,dl " r Uerg regi lll ", I Ili sho l'lli is Im:al ,'d il l I)lIl'lh ,.'eSilTli 

rin "alk y ·17 kill I:u' rrolll /\ddi s Abcba, It is a capilal ei l.' 01' Ada ':J '1 dis lri,,1 IIII"IS 

estah lishcd , acc(1 rciin [l I"lhe Illul licipa lil )' ol'the 1m,,)) , i)) l'n ,l i,l hilll 'a" I\' 1,IIId , 

According 10 Ihe in ro rmation obta ined l'rol11 Il ish,)n u tOl."\) lll'll1 ucil'al il ." , TI\(' 1,\.'."\1 "I ' 

Ili shonu is locillcd I ')201ll abo l'c sca Ie \'c I a))d is Sll IT(1I1I\(l cd by )) )llll lll ;!i llS, hi lls I.' ilh 

d iw lsilied Il"r:! and ri l'ers, II is also an illd ll Sl ri ,d 10 ))e, It ,d s" has ,III'!\- ,\ '))1 l a~ l" ""'h 

<IS: Ili shonu, Kurrulhl. Il abbogal'I"1. Kilol c, C,I:!I;!lJa, '"Id /\ 1'l'))F- U wild" , IllI shnl 'lli is O))C 

ol'l hc bi [l.'cSI l\lwns i,l Or(1lll i:! re[l i,, )) , l\ecordi)) [l I(1 ce llSIlS ill : ~()() 7 il I"" 100,1 I i \l ll l n i' 

thi s ··17.X is lll;d~ and 52.:? is 1~lllilk . Till: IK!Opk arl' \\idl' !: ~ Il V <l ~~~d ill Ell'l l ll': \\{ llk s ;llld 

ulhcr Iralk sCC lurs, 

~,I,3.2 0111111 Nllbee 

Thl' word ()dull Nllhee has been chan ~eci UVl'I' lilll e, Ori ginall y, il IlI " :! Il S ' Ihe an ~ k " I' 

/1'''(/(111 (jod)' , 1I 'Ihc pl'rsol1 is chose ll to ask a .'1 '0 111 ,11 Ii II' Ill :r rl'iage Ii II' hi s I'c lali, ',' llr III I' 

"11)' OIlC, ' [)Uh , II'~1 N"lbii sitli haa q:thu' Illctln i n ~ Ill ;!: ' (;od l-'.i \'l' : 'llU th ,' 1. !:l l1 !,htvr 01" \::lh ii, 

whll is th l' SY lllb,,1 or peace, 

[111\'1'\ i ~\\ \\ ilh I ta dllOU Ran'.a",,, Sl'pll'llllwr :!t l[O ill ]\i ",IHlft ll I tl \\ II , 



gl:ll l 'l'a tiull . ()k pl...'wIH \ dL' lill L' myth liS ". oral ll i IlT:tti \\· ... \\h i l' l! c.\ pb ill till' C" .... l...'l h' V ;tlld 

Sl'qUL' Il CC tli" r itua l PCr!()]'ll1illlCeS , there hy p rc sL'I"\'i ll !'. lil l...' 1l1 1' !l!ory o r l1 1L' SV l' 1l' lll l ' l l l s rllr 

posterit y: as sud I tll \' lhs arc th l' sl'cond 10 rilu :! 1 ill \ c rtll S (II' l'\"{l luli (lil" { ( )kpl'\\ 1\1\ I l)\>:~: 

,I :) ) 

l uc"l ~d UI II,1' suuree u r i\wush l{i" I'I". i Ie h"d ii lcd ill lh,,1 pl"cc be li, rl' til,' rin' r h,'" :lIl I" 

11011' , lie wo rshipped lI 'uUl/" (liml) alld gUYl' on l: rill ~s. SUllie Pl'''p le "h" kll"" hilll 

piotted 10 kill him and when h~ d i sc (l ve r~d Ibi s, he ral1 1<1 Ih ~ cas I II h,Te Ih,' SIIII " ris,'s, 

ii ,,"I'''I'I". Ii,,' pe"ple lililoll'I'd ililll alili !:isli), kii b i I,ill' ill :, 1'1 :lce ,, :.t led i1'N'111 ": II'ili l. 

,\lId Ihey huri ,'d him in mlllll1l ('II'1uaia , II is sill el' Ihell Ih:1I /\lI"sh Ri l'l' r h,'!': II I IU 1\IlII III 

Ihe direeli"" ul ' hi s blood ,' 

,',1 ,3.3 IllIra Arsadcc 

10 Ihe ciders, Ihe Illm l I\ rsudee is deri ved rnlill U Ilalm' or a pe rSllll II hll IIlII! ' al',<1 

I!Ol'l'l'Iled Ih,' i'rl'selll d"y Il ishoi'lu Ulld ils cll vinll lS, l\cCllrdi" y, Iu lil l: " " IiI. 1111' i: d,,' Il l' 

iior:l used 10 h:l"e u g:lIe, i\l1yune who ClIilles 10 Ihe !:ike li ,r drill ki ll e' Ihe lI:ll e r, 1;, 1' 

lI 'utering I'"llk and Illl' lVushin!! uilli so on sholiid !!et in and oul tlmlu e'11 Illi s !'.:lk, .,\"d 

:dso :1Iier dr i nki,, ~ I1r w:\shing, il lI'as " Ill II St III close 1111' 1"111' , II shuidti lli'l h,' kl't "pc" 

( )ll l ' day acc ordillg ttl till...' mylh . \I \\'Ol ll i lll cline 10 th i..' I; d..;. l' to [\:te h \\':t l lT <1 :-0 thU:tI :lIId :-o hi..' 

:,c:II'd her child scr~:" ning "I" Ihc hill. She was shocked :ll ll i 1'<111 '"" " k : II ' ill ~ Ih ,' I'.al l' 

Op,'Il , t\ llti a!!"ill U IlWI\. Se rY,ml or t\ rsadee c"llle II ilh hi s Gillie Iu the I:d,c a",1 " 'II il 

Opl'll . I k was shol'ked , imlllcdiatel y, til l' 1l1 011l1l:till hq.!.;111 siJa k iJl g ;l lld Ilt l...' 111 :1 11 :Illl l 111 1...· 

cailic all di cd I lI"~ l her , (, 

III h:II'e spiri ts alld asked hilll <lllolil the c<l taslrtl phc, The eldcrl y 111'''' alh'i sed hilll III 

s laughter KlI l'lna (black Ilu ll ) n~u r the lake and spill s Ih~ hlood ill 10 1111' lake , i\ r'=lcl e,' did 

' 1I1Il'1' \' k'w \\ illl A hha (jadaa Sid;!a Hadh;lsoo Sl'pl ~'111 bl'r :'f)10 ill Hi"holiuj 
tl 111h:rv il' \\ \\ illl , \hhi l (j ild ilil I~ i!dhu J{ il~'.! '.asi l Sqlll,.'lllhl'!" ~tl i O al H i"IH dili . I k ((lId Ill\' illll~ III Il~' ill Ihl!"il .\I '-o.ld \'\' 
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tlli s ;lIld tl" s ';J" l',l' r' slll['[lL'd, hlllli IliL'1I ,, "wal'd s hhL'k 11 1111 , ;11 \' san it'lL' L' d 1111 til ,' h;lIlk 

I;d, l' Oil allllll;d ha sis alld the lcike was l';dkd Il ur" ' \I's",kl' , i,l' .. 'l ,ak L' ,iI ' ,\l's;J,kL" 

:V\o sl sacri lic~ ;11"1 .. ' Illddc to prl.' ve llt SOllI e d<lII ~I L' r 11: 1I 1l IiJll! 0 \ ,-r p cu l dl,: j'PI" 1 • .' '\;11 1 1 pl. .. : . ( ill 

; ICL'tllllllUJ' -;1,l11H.: sin . III ~lppcaSl' Oll at1.\;!J~ · spirit o r :1 1 [linl ! uf' \\\ il l'i : or 1\ 1 l ' lIrl: l i] {II" II I l! Vl 

rid ( l[ ' d Illi :-. l~lrl \t IIL. ,,[lid1 1\ ; IS .. !In.'' ld y ! ~ JlkIL a :--. ill 1i IIH ... · u[" pl ,ll 'U l ' ur i ll :ICllk ., i,.:klh' '' ''''. (lit 

;tl i slllh occ;lsi () 11 S sp irit illtervenes or Ill"~' illtcr\ 'C lh ' , I()!' hc lkr ti l' 1l1{)1\ .' P !'t I..'l l l ill" \ \I)]'S,, ' III 

til e alhlirs 01 ' 111'..'11 and i ts intcrvclltioll is ;l1 ways d;lIl glT ( lli S ( Pr il ,'llard I q'::; (l : I i) S). 

' 1 Ill' sl.'ctiOJI oj' J/(}I'(I/I : 11'.\'(/£1(.' (' liS all impu rta)")t sil l ' Ill" 11'J'('t'('/,,{ l 'l' lchr:ll il ltl \\: IS, 11 k'l"\..·I~ ) I\' . 

1I0 t ~H.:cideill. It is h\ ' and larg.c associated with the :J! h l\ 'C Ill L'ntioI1 L'd I ll ~ III il ll d \ n ll ~­

st:lllding tLldiliull . Ila v ing s~lid this IllUCII :lhuul th e 1':asll 'l"ll S/W\ 1"(f OI"l HII U :1 1Hl l hl 'ir Ill :lj ur 

sill' I"l' /r,.,,('cllil eckbr"liol1, i,e .. I/()/,{lil /11'.1'",/"(,, lI(llI' lei ll1 e deseri h,' II ,, ' il l liLT Slihil'l't 

1I1' Illy slud,' I.C, Ihc ;\facc" ;lIld Ihe il' (j"e/"" sil e Illgether wit li sitL' (I I' 11'1 ,"', I,,, 

"L'lchral iullill 1\L' , tl'l'II Ol'olllia i,L' , ()d"" I!isiil, 

,\,2 The (;rIH'al"~)' alld Scll"'nll'nl Palll'!'11 of Ihe MIICC/i 

,'.2,1 The (;cnr"lo~y of IV/llcCII 

.\lucc 'lI eld ers CUtillt IIH:ir gcnc .. du t~,Y b~lck to a 1i.)Ulldill~ Lither II;nllcd I { : I ~ ' : ; I snl lll' 1.ll k rs 

" " ' tlial ICII\';I has I'llll' hr"ll l' liL'S , [,Ilese al'L' kll ,I\III ;1S "'''(,(,II, r lll' llllil, " ';ill " ;lIld 

[.;aIT"vu , ( Jtlln l' ldel's c-,plain Ih"t I{"yya has unl y tll'lI IH; lIll'l "" ,1/11(,,'" ; 11 ,,1 rll 1111 "" , 1'0 1' 

thi s study kllake the second one since the focll s ol'Ill Y stud y i ...; concc rll cd \1 11 ,\/tI (·{· u enid 

t"IWIIII, Ik llull is llil l:lll1il y Irellll'lhe :l/ucc<I lJ I'll 1I111 , 

t "/lflll <I 



• 
I. li"lIul/ 

) /)I/\I'\ I'i 

J. ( ;lIdlll'lI 

I nlllle (f)II}ii) 

5. .lidd" 

J)" II" 

.'1 hh" 

I. 1."111111 

1. .\'11.\'.1'0 

, 
Si!Jh" J . 

I FIIJ III II (' 

5. I il//l11// 

r, . 'hollllO 

., 
nom/(} 

SI/ITU 

I /J/lI,'c/1U 

2. / 1 Ii 1) :\'11 

,lh/ I'/1 

I. IIIMII ·/1 

) III/I/"k" 

3, (,'/11111111 (Iile lls u{tlle .\1I1 (~I') 

Snu rcl': i\,LlI'Il'li rro ll1 Ihl' honk Ili sl<lrY or ()roIl10 10 Six ll'l'lllh (',,\ll\ln·. 
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,'-2,2 Th~ 1l1t1\ ' ~l1lelll alld sdlil'l1l e lll pattern or ,\1'/('<'11 Oroll'() 

III olher groups or Oro ll lO, II is beliewd Ih:l t el'l'r\' )! roup or (ln ll ll" ha' 1I",,1e a 

l110 ve lllCJlI I'rulll ulle plan! to another hd(lI'e it h:ld setl k'd i ll prese1 1t :11\' ;1 dr .... ,,'1 1 k I1H: I1\' 

r ill' terlll ,\/(/( '('(/ rek rs tll a wide :1l1d I;ll l ',l' in 1l..: rll ls lli' PUP UI :l!illll. Tit., 111'1."',, 1. ' 111 '\l'l lk'I11 I.'11I 

di strihuti lHl urth is Ill,lin 01'01110 group illdccd ti ts \l' r~ ' \\1..: 11 \\illt !h l' IIIV:ll li l Q! (d' ! III.' !rikd 

nallll' /\ /(/( "('0. The prese nt day settlem ellt area or thl' \/lICClI ~ rOll p illl' lu d,,-' \\c st ,\hU II 'd, 

Slllltil w~st ,';I,o ll 'a, .lilllllla, Illl Abba Ilura, ~:lSt \\ ': dla ~'a, ",'st \\ ':111;"':1, \\ ':11''':11':1 :l lId 

(illjalll adli lin istrati\ 'c /.0I1C, 7 

l\cl'lI rliill g to tilL' .r\/u('(.'u ciders, the \\'l'sl ward IIHI\ 'l'llh: lll or tlte .\/U( ·(·cI () rl lJlhl \\ ; 1:-, 1111 1 a 

ralldoll1 "' lll'e",e"!. I'he 111 11\,<: II1,'lIt w"s b"sl'd ll ll the I:I\V o r Ihe ( ;"'/"d Sl'S lelll , Tilcir 

1ll0\ 'CIllCllt was 1I1H.krtakcll 011 thi.: bas is 01' ru]".'s alld rq .! tlia tions 0 1' tl l: l! !2:1\'l' dilL' I\: sp"'cl 

to thc ri tdl! or Ilatur:d ell v inJll l llL'll! and crea ture li \ ' ill ~ ill it. The ,'\Ion '" (hUIII(l 111 (1\' l" !l1 l 'l1t 

Ih :,t reSlIll l'd ina ol'ell pyillg rroml'asl alld lI'esl On\ll1ia rL'gion as I'ar :IS liI ,' lip Il l' til" \\ l:S t 

\\ ': dlag",' 

( 'u l1cerllill g SCUlclllClll ur At/ucc'u (holllu the htH)k lilkd hi story o j' ()1'()11HI III "ii' !L'l'l lih 

eenlu ry exp lains Ihat: The muill I' letor Il,r the prl' sent "ide sellkllll'111 or ,\ "((,(,,, Oroll'" 

I I ,10 l ' I I I' , , I I I' was 11l: pre (I CC llI tll'y CUll ! Id x :l"vcCll I Ie l\ 1 Ll S 111\ alld ( 'llr lsl1Clll .... 1: 111..' '' . I 1:11 pI! .... 1 ... · \ II 

alld the S,': lt u r the (lul/Iili out lIr nort hcrn ' lI,d cC lltr,iI rl'g iull ur 1':liri"pia :lI ld r"rccd its 

l'lll lii nelll L' lit lu the l1lountains n:!!ioll or l~ ale L' . '1 Il l' S: lIl1 C presSllre ll l' ~1\l,l i111 ~ ('ltristia ll 

cUllllict h:ld sim ilarl y di sp laced the rlil"ilili !!I'(\lIP thai sharcd !-!c IlL' :ilu!' ic:iI d,'S,'l'l ll \\ ilh 

tile ,\,I",'i'li, The ll1aill groups Ill' M"I't'u 'Ind rlillilii" ha, 'c CU II 'l'iclvLi Ill l' \\ mk or 

rcilll'll1ill !-! the (;",1"" sys lem at Madda Wal lahu allLl h~ ' 1(,'10 Cl'llllll'y Ihe )' lInLi l'l' td"L :ll ik 

.. Jllli death st rll !!!-de fur n:gainitl !! the ir uld SClt k lll l' l1\ :I t'ea. 

('ulleerning tir e sllcill-political OI'!-!alli i'.' lIi oll, ( ;II'/lill sl's lelll lias pla" :1 \'il:d n\k in 1/11'1'11 

Cllllllll Ull il\', Acco rdill g to l3artcls (I 9W1). the soc io-]1ulilical nrgani/.:I!itlll or ,\/UI.'(,(I !-~ nH l p 

., CliiIlH.k:-.:-.a Ti, \1.: , 

x r:t!..kalil I)h i ll ~;~a . 
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,, 'as thl' 1', IIIH)l I" (;udll/l SySIL'lll. \ly \\'hil'l, 11 1L' rl'Sl'ull"ihilit ., ri lf l11 L' l'\ I III I I I ~·" \\\' 11 ll\'ill ~' 

,, 'as SllC U· ....... I\\·!: L' lll l'l lstcd to I 'I\\..: ~'. roll ps or l'cll pk. I..'\\..'I" } ' ! 'nIUpS it lf .. :l ud lllE ' 111 1.'1 1111\..'1' \I I' 

,dl l'hl ns. : \ :-.ull hL'lOII t-!-I..'d al w;:IYs ll) his blllc r ' " {;dduu ~~ rullp UI" ( ;udu{1 " vi 1'; Il' l! ,,( ,lh,'''c 

livl' (;uduu sl.:l s ",nu lL! rule th e Cllll lltry ill lUi'll Il))' ~ I Ill'r i\hl 01' (i~ llt :\',lrs, I : IL' ll Sl'l ( ll0S(, 

its uwn k ' ltkr:-. , Ihe lIlost illlpurLlll1 01 ' "I,um \\Crl ': ; , ritu al k;H_k r "Ih l'il' plls i li PIl CPI IlC 

1l~:lr t" tli :ll "I ' ' I liigli - p r i~st (h i s 1l :11llC \\as Ahha li{)hAlflf - hol d~ r or Ih' "' ,'pin) \\ i lll Iii, 

ritual assi sLll lt s, jUd!-!.l'S ,tilL! a \\ ' ;11 ' 1e.It!!.:r , 

III ,l/oci'" grll lll' I5l1 klillll has a Irlulti plll'poses l'llIhklll \\'hil'll had l'iIU:ti , IH l l ilie:ti :llId 

pel'haps :d so IlIilital'l' Si[!lIiliC:ll1ce, Rilll: d ly, n 'lT" puhlic pl':.I)'el' '''I ' l' '''lcill ,kd ",ilh 

di splay Ill' the Iluklillll, Thl' (;"dc/" kadn kept il ill I,i s k ll dUl'i llg th l ' :1"l' ll lhh IlI l'l'li ll ~, 

alld w hCllc\ 'cl" IIH:n.: \Vas disordl.'r he took it {lUi ;llld ", howcd it \0 {Ill' :I ~"""'lllhl\. llP un 

which C,lIlll \\ 'as i1ll1llL'di~ltcly 1\'SIUl"cd. This S1Hn\ S tlw ;\\\\.' ;H!ll rl', ' ,,' I l' Ih' \,.: ill \\ Il i\' \i tilL' 

Huldlfll \\;1', II l' ld . 11 \\',\S seen lIul olll \' ; IS th e symbol or p(llilic ;ll pU \ \I..' r . hu t ;d "i l ;,'\ :I 

"sacred" object :IS \I'd!. 

Accordill .~ to 1\ ,loll ' llI IIIICd ( I ')<) ,1) M,d, ko Ililli pi:" cd :1 dr:ll lJ:ltic role- al I lll' lilil" \\ 1Il'II 

,1/,/(','11 l'I\ ' IlI~d tll~ir il)(kp~ndL'llt (',,//<'1', Thi , Ill :l)' l'spl:ii ll \\ Ill' hi, 11: 11 11,' II: " he'l 'll \0 

l k epl)' il1\ u ! \'!,.'d and rC III L'll1hcn.:d i ll the ,\loco, Ora l trad iti ull. Ill- l"\1Ilt ill IlC Inl. \/111'('(/ 

traditiollal I,ist(lriall ca te gOl'icalh' 'Issert that M ,,J, ko Ilill i ""IS the We:ll I/C/cCII k :lIkr \\ 'h" 

pl'lyed il d"Il:llllic \'(lk at the tilll ~ w li ~ 11 the ,1/,/(,(,11 lirst l'u\'Illed tll ei r (1,,'11 illd l' I'~ llIklll 

ce lltra l ("II!1<'<, :It Odllil liisiil , 

;\c .... ordill l' til f\ \:tcaa 01';11 tradilillii. [\1 ;11..; 1\0 ! ~ili i W;lS ;111 ;lhh.' kadl'J'. :' ~'I\': ' I b\\ 1'1\\ '1' :\lld 

ICI,jii (pml'lll'l ) at tll~ sall1~ till1~, As 'In abl~ ic:lIic-r Ill' sllcceeded ill c\l' lhli 'hlll!~ the 

l;llllOllS AIII(,(,11 ( 'II//l'<' ' It Odllll liisiil. As il 1,1\\' g i l'c r, lil' illstructl'd llie ~ 'lL"a" i ll Ihl" 

'( ,"ucl(/u I;,\\\ 's', S\)1lll' 01' the se la ws dealt \vith tile ' ;II't" oj' sC lllill }.', di .... jHltcS \)\,el' 1:l lid, the 

illlpprtalH.:l' llr pc rronnin~ nUllil (tile s bllghll'rill ~" (II' hulls h\' the I ll l 'lllh\.']'s 0 1' 1111.,-' Ill' ''' 

( ;(/c!IU/ Sl'! ) l'\ 'cry ci tl h1 years ~ II H I the ohSl!rVaIH.: e ul' \\.\\, )'e;lI' ritu:t1 :11l1 Hl,11I:. :\ ...; ICl jii 

~'l:ikko Ili lii SIHlkc to thc iVl 'lc":1 ill ll'llll l" or 11 "/("1" :llid instrllctcd tll elll 1',,1 1,,\\ '1 Ill' \\:1" 

or II '''(/(/'' ' ' 



/\cc" rd ill ~ I" 1\ 1"It:tlllllld (I ')') ' /)' II ilh lheir Cl'llier ('"//",, :II IJdu" /1; \,, / Iii,' "'I< "'U 

pcople li \ cd lot!elhcr ullder :I UIIlllllOIl nokkllll I'l!' Ilm'l' ,ic-c:ldes bc'li,,'c' 11ll' C«1l1l!,«1l 

( 'o//i'" ''' IS d ie ided :l ll d rcpl:lccd by illlkpclldl'1l1 ,1/n',' :llld ,,"bcll:l (',,/1., ill ,d', 11 :)1'" 

tmb ~ ' Wal l;ll!.: ' ;uld ,,'uj( ll r pnl\i llCe rcspecti"I.: I). l \cL'lIrdill~' III c\vr ~ I' llpubr \ /111 '1'" 

Ir:ldili oll ,:1 l'l'I'ldi n his lmic,d li!, '" 'c c,dkd tvI,d;k(l Hilii pb)'l',J a deci si\e ".\,' :11 : 111 c': lrl, 

slal',r ill ll ,~' lik ul' t il\..' ,\/(/("('11 ( 'lIlli'e ;It (hlllu Hisiil I,i s 1l:lllll' slill i:-. rl"l';d k d .1 11 1\ 111 1' 1! 1l: 

/lUI('C lI , 

()du(/ fJisi i/ ser\'\.'d I ~ H ' Ill ~\l l y )T<U'S as .. I poi itil'p - rl'lit'iIHI"i lTl11i.:r or til l' \/d , '('(/ !!1"lIIl P, \ s 

Ill l'11t iollcd alHH'e th is ~~rnup div itk'd ill to two as a reslIllu l" tlle In()\ 'l'llll'lii. \\ ' itl l l ...... ': ';t!' \.! llI 

I h~ divisi,," " I' Ih~ ( ;" c/(/{/ ~~ Ill ~ r " I' M"",,{/ !,r"u p ill I" III''', ill Or,, 1 Ir:ltlili,1I1S rl'pc':Il"c1h 

mL' ll tioned 111\: ll;l lll e or two indi\' id uil l thilt : m.~ s: lid In 11;\\'(.' heen 1\:S l'llll"ihk' \;)1' til\..' 

mO VL' lll ent. T ilL' namcs or those individuals arc (illu '(I f)orl'() and \/n,!.!JII 'I'O /) ('11 /10(//, 

!\crllrtlill !'_ to th e I\/o('('{f eldcrs, ('"/1{f'l/ /)U!"!"() is a pat r io t. lcadl'1' :l11d hl':I\\' \/0('(' (/ 

Oruillo, Tllerl' arc dil 'J'crcnt vic\\'s cOlllTrnitlg tlie di, isioll or ,\/U<'I 'U ~'\'{ l lIp S, '1 ! I ~ ' li l'''i t 

VIC\\ IS ,\/11('('(/ ~. ro llps l i \'l.:d over crowded III a Ilarrow arc;1. "I he Sl'Ct HH,1 ,1\..'\\ ' is \/O("('U 

Or" " HI Ilel'd I" l'S I1: lI, d il s b,, ""d :lry, The Ih ird \ ' i,~1I' ' ili d slll'P(lrted h\ 11l:tlll l'ld"rs is 

I\ / (/('("U () rO ll H) Hecdcd to l llT Ll PY 1I regluns htl \' illg glH)d Wl'iltll~' r rlltldil itl ll :tlld 

L' olll l ~)I ' lahk ror retiring call ie ;l1ld so l ~ )t,tll , III the course lll' their 1l 1(l\L.'lnL.'llt \/(/,'("(1 

Orlllllll Illallik'st tlte tradition or respcc tillg sl.:l1illl"ity il l the sellll.:ml.:lli. /\l' ( ~) rdill : ' III tile 

elders,lhe :lppr",:d "r lhe se ll klllClll II ':IS cckhr:lled lIilh Ihl' s l"ughll'l' ,!I'd l" hull, " 

TIll' ,\-/(/('('(/ Oro lllo n'O\'C llll'n l \\' :1 , li ndertakell Iw l olll \' bY:I lll ili lal'l po\\,'r, TIll' (;,11/(/(/ 

sysle lll pnn'it k's the necess it y or ulllierltlki ll !-! Dill' Illi lit ary l'x pcliili(HI h~ ' L.'\ 'Cl'\· (;(/t /U({ 

cl ass durillg ils e ight-year d ura ti oll or 1c"llk rships, 1,L.'gi tillliltL.' Illilitilry l'xpnlilillll is 

1I l1tk' rl akell unce in \..'vc ry cight y\..'ars. Thl' IT1~)rl', I\lUSt n l" the JJ10 Vl'Ill L'Jl ts \\\'rl' cplHllIl'lL'd 

1"': lceru ll,' , 

;\1 Ihis poi ll l il sllll uid be n(l led Ihal. when I s:,!, Ihe I ll (l "ellle ll I 01' Ihl' ,\/(/('('(/ II:IS 

pC:lee i'ul. II sholl id llo l bc considered :IS a llloVCllle 11 I Ih:l l "'as lolalh' i'r,:c' " I' eOll/lil'l in 

di lk r~n l plal'l's , I:m inslanee, lI 'hell JII(/('e(/ Ol'll lllO se illed ill Ihe prcsc lll d:I\' \\':db~: 1 

" 111I\:vi~\\' \\ ill! (i iddo I )urii (kll)h~r :W I I) al Ij<ljji 10WIi . 
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re~~i (lll Ihcre II ere eOlllli cl wilh Ihl' Iluss,lse in Ihe lilrJ ll n kill !,dOIi I o r ";111111/ ;llld In'll l Ill l' 

s(lulh. alld Ihe (;;111,\0 and M,,'O pe(lpic lil at occupied Ihc II(lrlhcril pari ,,1 'i1 le r,·,' i,1I1. 

N(lW lei IIlC III I'Il Ill y al lcillioll to the Illo veill ellt and se llicllleni 01' s(lllih :mel s(lulh lll'" 

direction. As 1 have tried to menti oll abovc. in AI({CC({ !-,cnea log)', Ihe e ldl'sl group II, I;I S 

I,ib:la ll , Whe ll A/({CC({ gro up lIloved 10 ()eI({({ /Jisi i/ laK ill g Ihe soulh IVl'Sln ll :llI d 1I\" il'l'll 

dirl' ctill Il S ~ III the course or wes t ward movemenl. th e group ur I .ihditll r l 'llIilill l..:d i ll 

\\~sh.: rll Hlld sUlIlh wcsh.:rn .)'/10 11 '(/ rl.'giol1. i.c .. the presell t lI il) JI 'u/iso, IIIIJlIlI It "lI . II.O lt'I;. 

iI"kkll lf ('iI/II . HoUlf1f rifle . Jl/iggil'U. """I/If. ({nel 1I/' !l1/ /\ eulI'l lill g 10 the' vldcl" duril lf' Ihe 

JI/({ce({ OrolliO 1ll0Velllent toward Ihe new direcl ion. Ihe)' respected Ihe lJlleSli " ll or 

senio rity among ,ill groups in their social. cultural and polilieal aeti viti,' s. III addili ull Ihe 

ch ildrell oj' ,\/0('('0 lI sed to have rccl: ivcd 11 H.-: ir guvc mill !! ru!cs alHI rq'lIbliuI1S rr~) 1l1 Ih\..' 

\.:\..'IlIl' 1" ill (}dlfu nis iil. 

The otile r gl' ne,llogy or A/UCC({ tooK the sou the l'll banK or /\bbav river is .I a lI'\\' i ,lIld its 

1(lIlli ly. According to SOllle li tera ry Illaterial s .Iaw\.li and his 1(lInil ), crossed Ah";IY . ,vll le'd 

aro und ilure and in areas beyond it as rar as M~(~kd IV(/Jllhilm. up t" Ihe I" HII I,b n ' (lr 

Sudan. or Ihese branches o r M({ecu 01'01110 , the current slud), Illcuscs lin II'l"lvl'll '\ /111 11 '1/. 

Thl'r~It. )rc. I t\.:s lric\ Ill )' di sc uss ion III thi s P;Hlicul:tr v. rulIjl \d' A/I /('(' (/ ()rPll H I ; lI ld 

lkscr iption urt hei r Ciuell/({ site ()eI{J({ 1ii.I-iil and atlendant lrreec/w ecleb ral iol l. 

3,2 .2 .1 \Vcst SIIIII I''' 

Wesl SIJ()11'lI l.lIIll' is IDea led in the wes lern Orolni ;1 region. II is hD un lkd 11\ I:asl /I','II,'gu 

ill the west. . ldelis i l/whu in Ihe cas t. .Jilllll!!1 in the sDuth and (;ujillll in Ihe Ilorih . Wesl 

SIJ()II'CI is Illcatcd rela li ve ly ill celil ral Oroillia regioll . The capita l c il l Dr Ihi s I (\ IIC is 

Ambo. This to wn is 110 km J~l r rrom IIddis Ahahu. West SIJ()lI'u includ l's 2. 2 Wercli ;ls. In 

term s oj' wea ther conditi on, the I.one encompasses /Je,l.!,lf , (Jo/lo and \ \" (' i ll(lc/( ',\!. tI . [VIii "; ! or 

the \I·eJ'edu.\" ill this ZOJ1e (11'(' /Je,l.!,a and lI 'eyil1C1 d('ga . 
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WLS r ~ '; III W A / 0 1'>1 1 
JI I I M INIS " U\ IIV , " ,V .SH)ti 

The "'Tr\l hel illing Ill ajorities ol'the popu l'lli ons in thi s /.one (\I'est SII'IlI'II) "rc' c'n l'''~c'd in 

1;lI'Ining '"ld tr"de, The rura l peop le l11 ainl y arc 1;II'1ll LTS and people in IIrl1'"1 :lrc'" k lll i I, ) 

prmilleed ill \I'es t SlIm )'(( "ll ne , I:rllits and pul ses arc al sll illlll1ensely prodllec'd in tlic' "r,'a, 

The III'ball people arc pub lic servant and tr"ders, 

TIll! topo~raph v includes plains, v,dle ys and n)ountai ns "re"s, Therc' "re ,d so dirk,\'nt 

types 01' ,o il s such as black so il. luall1 suil. alll i d,,,' su il. Thl'l'e is ,d'l) ' Ilc'ci;d ki lld " I' 

Sll.lllL" used In Lll ll st rll cl hOll ses c;llkd I\mho StUIll' lc:dc iulll c: II'htlnall') , 

I{q:ard in!! p" pu lat i,,,, cOll1 posit io n. west SIIIJI ),(( wne is largel y P"I'IIi:tted I" 1/,((,(,(/ 

O rPlllos, As menti olled above. tht: word ,\/0("('(1 mC~ lll S '(.I vast s(lcil'ly llr Ih,'llp lc ', 

!\cclIrd il1 !! 10 ciders, I\ /UC(,U alld FII/olI/o OrOlllOS hOld hlTIi tugcl lH.' r Il/l' :1 I\H l ~ lilll!..: ~I lld 

later dul' III \ '; lriuus rl'~I SllIlS. til l' :\Ii/('('(/ ()rOllH IS uCClipil'd thL' "'L'S t ( )1'1)111i: 1 :il ld {"/({II/ll 

() roll1os oce llp ic'd the cast Oroillia reg iol!. The ,1/((('('(/ OrlllllO wcre di"ided in 1\) dii'li.'I'ent 

iL'ader (suh-ethni e heads). I:or instance. the ,1/((('('(( () ro1l10S in Aill ho " ,\ ' 01 :Ire k' ll )\ln 'IS 

chi ldren 01' Kuliaye. the Mol'L'll Orol110S in Ijajj i arl' ch ildren 01' 111 111. This I lI lIc' \las 

I'onner ly knllll'll as '.Iibaat and ,I/ocl'(( aIVu raja' ,Iihat ll1 eans 'hi ~ dill' sc, ttled in I/,((,,'u 

()rlllnO arL'; \' The wcs t ,\'hulI 'u I,Olle lUIS many tUl1 ri st i111rll ctiuIIS such :1"'; til\,: 11:11111":11 hrid ~' e 
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in AlIlbo h)\l·n. Ihl' Cjudl'r lVall' r rail in (,uder 1<)\1 11 and i\kllilik II pal:II'~ in .\ddi s .\lelll 

10 \-\ 11. 

l'o ll e~J'Ilinl'. rl'li t~ io n s. Ch ri sti;lIlil ),. 1s1;1I11 and tradilio ll al h~l i,'r s)'S I~1l1 ar,' al :!il:d, k III IIIC 

west SluJlI 'o I.O Il ~. /\ ecording to Ihl' cult ure and lourislll ol'li~e 01' Ihc 1"'1(' Ort hndus 

(' hri stianity orten li ve in towns and Protes tant s li n~ i ll rura l an . .:" . ( 'oIH': l'rtl illl ' thL' 

traditional h~li~r sys tl'111 the MIICCII group or IVl'St SluJII'(I has ih own ~'"l~'·J1 t. .\c,·" rding 

tu Muha l l\lll~d ( I '!')~) ti1crl' ar~ 111'0 Ill ain conee-pls ill Ih,' \/(1(,,'(1 inlerprel:!liu ll ,11·1 ,,"nall. 

Onl' is 1/'0"'1" :Ind th ~ uther UI:I'(ll/u. The I (mll~ r 111 ~: II1 S sk" :IIld/ur l,(\d. '1111' sl'e'" ld lIas 

rath~ r the 111eaning or spi ril or special divill il y. Th~ essen~~ o r tl l"i r r~p r~s~lll:!til ' ~ 's 

me;:tllings ;IIHI n.:I' lliul\ship between them cannot lx.' deli lll.: d as ;llly Sil llplc Ui" lklill il,,: \\:ly. 

Wau'I" is the 111USI eU111prehensiw or the IWO terlll s. II includes ''.1 :1'(/1/0. 

3.2.2. 1.1 liuiiii 

liujiii is I,'c:! tcd in lIes t~J'Il SluJII'(I in Oroll1ia reg iun. Th~ lI'helhe r cOlldili!'11 is I l,'!'a allli 

wei lladeg;\. Aceo rdill g to the inl lmllati ll n obw in l'tI rru111 the Muni~ip; rlil v "I ' 11 1l' I(\ WI1. 

lioiii i W,IS eS I;lhl ished in 1947 and il s nallle is h~ l ic'ved In ha "e cu l11 c 1""'111 IIII' I\'()rci li oiiii 

Illl'ans 'st(\P !\eeording to thl' Ilral lradilion. th~ p~opk "I' the are;1 usc·d 1(\ rId, Ihl' 

dif'li..· rent Illcrchants cO ll1in ~ 1'1'0111 .\'/uJiru region by sayi llg 'ij'lj.ij' 111 (.';11 1" · ... Il lp . Th,,' 111: 1;11 

. . I ... I I 10 
eCOllumlC sec tur oj t 1C .. Irea IS I ar1l1 Illg ;:11l( Irm c. 

Ii"iiii is Ihe eapila l "I' 111I Galaall district. The dis lri el is bounded 11\ 11"1.,, FiM", ill Ille 

wes l. CiJeliyuu in Ihe easl. Miduu (je,~l/ii in Ihe north and n(flll/O ill Ille ' ''" lh. I/uiiil i., 

2 15 kll1 lOll' rroll1 .Iddis .·1 huh". Th~ landsca pe is 111 llll1llains :tnd plain s. l'll e 1(\\1'Il dn 1'1 lers 

arc IIslI;dl) traders and the cash ( wp. ( '//(// is wickl)' prodll ced: 1l10S1 "I' th,' illh" l>il. II1IS or 

Ihc IO WI1 "I'e .\III.IIiIlIS. There ar~ ;dso ve ry i'cw Chri sli ans in Ihis tllwn. 

3.2.2.1.2 ()t!(/(/ Hil'iil 

(!eI,/({ !lis;;1 is Ihe (;",/(fu s it e or M"ccu Oroll1o. They establi shed Ihei r Oil n ( 'ulf,' " "Ik l' sepal';lIion l'r"1I1 

the FIIIUI/IlI gl'lllip. According to Mohal1lll1ed ( 19')fl ): the Ill'lI' Cl'll ter e:rl kd 1M"" lii,'ii/ (" I' 1'II11 e His iil ) 

was loca ted bdwccll t h~ (jetill. Il ill o and (iibee I{i ve rs. Th is Illcation lI 'as in an ideal e nvi rOnlll~1I1. 

HI IIl \l.: r vi~\\' wil h l 'h illHkssa Ti YYl! (klol)(:r:W 10 a1 Ijajji 10WII. 

43 



l.'lld ll\\l.'d with ;d)Ul HI ;1ll1 pas t ll r~ l gc and adclluatc w alcr rru lll 11l111l l.']"UlIS rj \ l ' r ~. I II ilddil ll) 11. 1\1 i t ~ j i.'r ldll~. 

llllud \'.cather ;ol d ,lhlllld ,lIlt r;. lill l~ dl. ( )cllIlIlJisiil w as located i ll ..;; tr:lll' t!- ie pp..;; il i'HI il \\;, S "111"J"P lI lllh..'d h: .:1 

nUlllhcr or hi lls ;lIld envel oped in a deep 1(lresl. Il" lh "I' " hicll servc as h il 'k rs " f'" ill sl sllddcll CIIl' II. \ 

<It taL' " . 

/\ s ~ loh;llllll1 l'd Il1 cnlioncd " hovc , Od"o /Jisiil is loc: llL' d ill I\'l's ll'rll Slu)! ,." ill di , lricl ,,[ ' 11 11 (i :Ii ":ln III " " 

or Ij"ji , TI.c ,\ / ( /I'C(/ ()rUlllllS ha vc cc klm .lcd llla jm 1<,' li ,'ill ' lS <111<1 sllc i;Ii ,' ICIl IS ill II, is 1'1:ic:,' I"r a I, '" ~' 

lilll C, Accordill ).! 10 Ilanels (I iJX 3) Ihc Moceo groul' rcc ll ).!ni /,ed Ihc ir (l" 11 "Il lll,,'pi Il l' 11'(/0(/ 0 : 1I 1I' ir 

ICding or dL'P!"'IHkllL' t: Oil him. tI1l..:ir idea ahulit pc. ICe al llOll V- !ll.'uplc hc i1l!.! ;[ nll Hli l i\ 111 I'll!' IJ ·({ (/ (/II ':-. 

hless ing, 

3.2.2. 1,3 Ilorlili 1ii,Iiil 

1/0/'(/0 /Jisiil sc rvcd as a place 01' Irr~l'd/(/ ecicbral illil 1,l r In"ll ), VC:lrs by \/(/CC(/ l ~ roup , /\nlu nd 1/,,/,(/ (/ 

iJis iil lherc arc :Ihoul s ix I lor;\a s or waler sourccs Ih;lI wc rl' used hI' loe,,1 people I'ur r,·I.dcril .g sen icl'S, 

11uI /10/'(/" liisiil is se lct:icd by 11isiil OSlllce, Aeeurd ill l-! III Ihc cldc rs, Il lL' ,\ /"('('(1 f',I\I UI' "' li led ill II,v 

rCl!i ll IICSl:lhli , l.ill ).! ilS (;"d"" ee l.lc r al ud,,(/ liisill has pl'l'sislvd ill Ihc :11 \ '" tilr IIl I,! ' I'V :lr s II. ;ldd ili " I1. 

Ihc ,\/( /I 'C(/ ).!n>lIp h<l s llrg:llli /,cd ilscll' ill 10 l\Vo eOlilc:dl'rae ics ;I n<l lllovcd ,,111 1 ",:111.-.1 ill , Iilll'rcnl ,0111,.,. 

areas, Prc and pOSI scpar"lion or M"cc" group, Ihcy praycd 10 Iheir (jod al 1/0/'(/(/ lii,i i!. 1'111' Iwo ,-1/,(1'1''' 

conll:dcracies arc kn mvn by Ihe naille or A/i'ee ( I'.ur ) ;llld Sad <l aeha (llircl') , /\ s Ihc ,\ / I IiTO vldl'l's 

Il1CI.l iollCd durill !!, 11'1' 1ll lll 'Clnc ni Ihe Saddae ha MlIcclI Ill ovcd 10 sOll lh and Slll llli easlCl'Il , lireCl iun, Wh,.,." 

as, , 1/;'1'<' l11ll1'e III Sllll ih allli SO llih II'CSIC I'll and occupicd Ihc prcsclli rc).! illil o( 11 11 !\hh,1 Ilor,,: \. Wa ll,,~a , 

\V ~1I 1 hara alld ( ;".i.i;' llll. At present / /Ol"lIli nisiil serves ;'IS;J ri tual sitl' I'u )" al l .\ II/cnl !!.ruu p II is i mpOrl ;1I 1CI' 

1l l' IIli s sil l' a l' I' ill'c rilu,,1. i,c .. /rr~ l' cl liI cclcbralioll sil l' allli Ihe s lig hl dilTc rl'llc" il II.IS "il h Irl'l"" -!'" 

cclcimllilill al I/()/'{w , ' lrs",/~ ~ Ihal illilial~d Ihis slud y, Thus, Ihe Ilesl eh;lJ llcr dca ls "illl Ille dClai ls "I' 

/rr"I'c!IU celcbr:llillll , II 



Cha pter Four 

()OCUIlH'ntatioli or //,/,(' ('C"II I~itual 

~ .I Celll,,.al O\"Cniew ul" Irreeci/ll Cekll,.atiun allICJlI~ till" O,.Olllti. 

AIIIOllg the Orlll110 ethllie group. /1"I"t'e'-!w is ee lehr:lt ed ill Ihe Ill"ior dillerl'n l (1 1"\ ' "1\1 

Il ll raas I"llulld ill di lle renl paris o r Orlllllia re gion. These alT 1/111"111/ //1".\"11""". eekbr:Cled 

hy "/""/111 /1 11 OrOlllO I''' ri icularl y /':aSlcl"II ()rom ia ( I(,eus "I' II ,e slud \ I. 1/"/"(/11 ii i" il. 

celehral ed 111" [vl"eh"a Oronlll parli eul:l1'l y lVeslcl"lI Orlll110 ("lU IS llr IIIl" ;;I ulhl . II " ,'"'' 

Il ul llIIlI ecic\lr"ln l by II" relllu /\rlOlll (J :ci' uo Il ar"r Unll ' ''I . I llII":'" ( i: IITc" " cckllr" k d 11\ 

IIe'r' "I" OWIIIOS "1Il1 1101":1:1 Rob"a bv Il"ke OrOIlIll . Ikl'II'c diseussillg II, e pr,'el'SS ,>I ' lh\' 

ecrelllollY ill bOlh cases lirsl 1clme louch upon Ihe or igin 01 ' /1"1"(""("/711 . 

Tilt.: ori gin ur IrJ'('('c/1li has ils OW11 histori ca l hackgl"llll ild. I'he (hOIlH l k:lr :111<1 J\ ·"I'L'cI 

Iheir 1V1I1I1/1I «(' rea IOl" 01' eve ry crealure). They pr"i se JllIIIII/1I ill h"pp.'" lillles '"HI ill'l,I, II 'c 

ill p;lill litll CS. Olle llJ" til l' CCt'l'IIIU ll ics IllroLlgl1 \\liich thL'Y dlJ ~ tli 1111 .. ·~l· is / I "I"("( ' ,-/lt l 

ce re lllll ll y. /I"I"(,"c!w is "" oce"s illll Ihal Ihe Orol1HI pr"y. prai se alld illll'l llre Illci r /1"1111'/11 

(crca lor) . As I III Clllioll ill ehapler IWO page 20. Ihere is lad or ",rill ell dlll"l II Ill' II I 1<> Il·11 

tli L' l' ,\;ld till ll' " h e ll "'r('('cllO slarl\:d . Il llWCVl' t". ( hlllll ll h:ld their U \ \11 "ill' (. f i tl " l icL' 

\\hich is "I so e:d lcd:1S ( ;11"1/(/ sile . Alld Ihe )' h"d a sile 1(,,' pra vi ll g e:dkd II "r"" sill" I'he 

I II :lill reasull I ~JI" l h~ ll r i!!.ill or Irn'('c//(f mig ht hl' Il.' :lr or /I '(/(/(/ll or ( illd . \\,11 \..'11 I I1C \ ' 

L' llCOlilllCr lluud I ~) rtuncs. Lhe y make Ifl'et'c/w ill spring SC iiSO ll over ye;.lJ' i1l!d ill il U l u llll l 

scaSUll they cch:hratc Irf ('(!chlf on mOlilltains. They ill1plolT 1//(/(/(/0 I'or )!lIud [hill!'" ill the 

c'e rc'lIllIIlY o r /1"1"('('("/1<1. /\ s I ha ve Inellli ll ll ed ill ehap ler Ih,.ee (11 1l' slmy ll i" 1/11/"(/(/ ./n ,,,/,·,· 

pagc 15-](J) tlli s Gill be i.I guud eX i.llllple of (jod- Il';Iri ll ll ;IS til l' origil 1 ur IIT t't 't·!t, r I 'p)" 

inslance. al I/om(/ : /1".\"(/""(' people bring rresh 11ll\\'ers. gra ss and s l : \lI ~ hl cr bull III beg 

J/""'''/I! Sll Ihal Ihe bad Ihin gs wi lllllli h"ppen. 

/ 1"1"('('("11" has ,n,,"y ph"ses. II is 1101 a ce rell10n y lIIIII ' celeh r:1l ed 1,l r :I d:1l" . I ,,,' ils 

cekbr"lillll. Ihree phases clluld be idellli/ied. Tlll'se :l\"e: II,e el"l" lli' Ih l" Lel\'IIIl'"\' 

(I' rel'a ral lll"\ phase): Ihe :!e1 u:! I day llr Ihe cerCIllUII)' (1' \" ,.I '''·III :1n LC I'h:.I sl"). " lid II<IS I­

)1\"I"I,l\"1I1"nc\' ph"se. I li ITerc nl prep"ral ill lls arc lIlade bel,' re Ihe ce reIIl UII \. Thusc pcuple 

Wh1l111:1l1c WllVe be llHe (:1 yea ,. bcl(He) p,.epare Iheir gii"ts and olhe ,. , p,.epare Ihe sacri li ces 
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",hell the riped crops slleh as e()],11 arc harvested. I lal·illlc said this IllllI·ll ah,,"t tile ph;) ,,' 

0 1' /1'}'{'(!Chf, no\\' lei me touch upon the !!c llcral dc!illilioll of /,./,('('clill ~' i\ 'L:!1 h)' d ll"i',-'I\:l l l 

.r\bh;1 C;udtflls \\110 came frolll dilTcrclll sl'clio llS ul' Urollli:1 to t'ckhr:l l l ' IITt' t't ·liu 

ee r,' IIlOIl Y at 1101';) Ars;"lce ill September 20 I (), 

SOllle l:iLk rs ~IlHI J ~llhc rs relate /J'l'e('c/7u with strl'n ~ lh. pra~ · ill !2. ul1it~ ' . "pirilll;!iil: ,l1l L! :-;0 

Ull. It sYlllho li /.CS prayin g) acco rding to one or Ill:' inrl)rtl1 ~ 1Il1s /\hh:t (;(/c!u (/ ...; id:l:l 

tralls!l:rn:d as frnm SlllllllH;r (rain scasoll) to sprill ~ (Sllll :llld [lope). " I 11-' ~: (llllil ll l\':S nil 

S:lyi II F. tll:11 dllring spring scason. the 1:l!Hlscapl' is CO\'l'I\.·d h: !\''' //()(J (d:lj ,;:-) , ;1 "11I'c i:ll 

Il(l wer used durillg thi s eere lllOIl Y: the sky is cleall so that the prayc rs realll 11 ·'''/'1'' 1( ;,,,.1 1 

easily. !\n:orLiillg tll him. any person \vllo is panilipatil1g in this e~:rcmutl:' PL!\'" ((I I' 

pe:1L'e, prospe rit y, low Itlr him/her selrand also Itlr all Pl'Ople ol'the lllllntrl. I.' 

The other illi"mmant, i\bba (;"d"" Takala l)esis;1 rdal es Irreeci'<I \\ itll lIll il\ ;)n.t 

spiritll~dit y . As h~ puiS all Orulllos m<.:<.:1 in thi s ccrCIIlOll:' and pn.l)' \(l /I'illllJIl h1l' ...:lIIl.' r, 

This reveals or shows strengt h, llllit y and spil.itu,ri it v 01' the pr;)etile. lie l<l nclll.t ,., tk,t 

/,.reC'dIU Cl'rL'IlHllly strengthens the unit y ol'the (hOlllO pcopk . 11 

I'he lllhcr i!l!"llrlll~lllt l\'li lkess:..1. rela te /r{'('('c!w with it s spiritual s ig.n ili l' ;!llcc. , \ cu ll 'di n~ I I) 

hinl. tile p:rnieipants have difl c rent sacri liees in their hands and thank WIIII II II 1(,1' I Ie: h:rs 

givell them e\'ery thill[! i"or their li ves. Also people br ing diITl'rl,nt sacrilices to SIHIlI th"ir 

obed il'nce I"llr their creatm (IV""II"). 1·1 

I' 11I1l:l"vic\\' wil h Ahha C;;I([: I;[ Sida" 1~;HIlla s o Septcmber :l {) I 0 ill Il ora /\rs iH\!:v ill th\' Inilil! \by ld't k 

L:cn.:moll \ . 
I~ Inll'n icw' \\ il ll T ;\kkilla I)l'sisa Sl.'plclllhl'l" 7. 0 I () al 13islwnu l\n\' 11 
II 11lll'l"v icw II illl Illilkl' s~i la Sl'pl l 'lllhc l" ,II l!i slloftu . 



'kkllr ia ILld h;lIll' SIII'P"I'IS Silhl ILltl h;ls<I's "pil lil"1 ;11 1.1 IIl1d ,'rs!<l\,,1 I,.,."", I" , ;IS ' I,il il ll,,1 
Ccr" 111 01l) , I Ie (lbs~J'lCS Ihal "On>\110 calllC 10 Ih ~ Il llI';I;1 (I;,"" i l" pr;li ,,' (,,,.I IH ,ldi ll ,' l'I\',; h 
gl'assc'llIcd C(Il]O l'S;\ ( indicator urkrtilil~ ' ) or \\\ lhallk lI 'dl /(II/ ",'''' 

Ikk~'k S;trhl' S;\ Ull hi s part :trgul's 111at '"/rn'('c;1lf i -.; l'c khr:llcd \\ illloili :111.' \"l '1il, jo ll " 

dill~.:n:IH:l' " here peupk with dilfcn': 11 1 rl'ligjou ~ h;lc k ~ I\ )lllld (llI n C \u ti, l' 1 1(lr;I;lll~lkl..') P I' 

ri l'l'I' alld Iha ll k /l'lf(/(/" ((,,,d), III ~cn~ra l. Iholl !, 1! il is cl'lehrakd in d il'kl'l' lll lillll'S ill 
dirkr~llt l 'l:le~s, 1/'/'('1,('//(/ is l11"r~ "r rilu:l1 and l'ltllur, tll\h~r~ 111l' Petll ,1e 1' 1' ;1' :llld IIr;HI ' 
Iheir (i"d ( 11 \1("1<1),"'" 

Ibscd 0 11 1111.' :Iht)\ 'c ideas !l ivl' JI hy thl' !., .. Itlers. Irn't 't'/'u is:\ rilu:\I CCI\'1I1 (l 1l ~ ill \\111 1: 11 
OnlllH) pC\IPk'l llililh . pray :IIH.1 illlplure I/ '(/w/(I I II "dditiull . inillis ClTl '1I11'11.' . :111 p ~' \! jlk 

wi lli n..: gardkss ll ra gc. sex il lld statu s pra y by holdillg fresh E.t'~ I :-; "i l':.d kd ~-, uq t lrS: 1 ;1I1l1 

k"I/"" (ilaisy ), They PUI grass, !lower or karal spee ilie 'Ir~a il l'l\'l l ~r 1"l'Iv"; ll l' Ih ,' !, I(1I' " 
ol'(iml. This l'i lu, iI c~ r~lllony has ils own signi liea ll ee in s ll'~n!'ihenin~, Ill e IInil\' 01 ' 

I" I/"Ulf(I<I, 

-{,2 Celehration of il'reechu alllong Fasll'rll Sho"'(1 Orolllo: Till' l'<l"'l' or /1 0 1'(/(/ 

, trwltlel! 

C~' I\.' mUII )'. IiI'S! le! tilL' di sc uss ,thou! Wh~IL \\h~r~ <llld la )\\' "'/'('('\-//(1 l'L'\\': lIl l ll }: is 

//UI'UU l /rsUI/e(' ( I .:lke l inDt/eel. This ritual Cl'I'l'IIHI I1)' is cckhrall'd ill till' Illid llf 

S~plelllber, (\ ce" l'dil 1!~ 10 Ill )' illi'o l'lnanl. /1""" (;ud"" (\ !la;1 \anx,1I10 , dll rill~ Ih is lillle 

pklllil'lI l 10 Ihe ral'llle rS alltl paslol',il ists hera ld Ihe 111<)lllh o r hupe ;111<1 I'I'l)Sl'l'I'i ll, II is 
1'/ thailksgivill l.'. mont h I"UI' thei r IVuw/lI. 

I' 11l!l' l' v;\,:\\' \\i lll 1\ 1:I1..;ur'l l !Jadhtll.' Sl'plvl1lb~1' :WIO ill J l(1r'li1 Ar .... ;H !n : il) Ihl..' )1I ;li ll d;I Y uf tll l' l'\, 1\'1111 )! 1! , I .. !lIh'rvil,;w \\ illl Ikh.'!l' Sat'lH..'ssii Sq11t.:ll1ht.:r :~ O 10 ill Il lIra;1 Arsa(il-t.: llil till' Il1ail1 da ~ o (thv n 'l'l.! llIlIlI ,'. 
11 Itl il']'vit.:\\' \\ il11 Abila (jadaa J\gilil X",lJL\;IIlO Si.:pll'lllb i.: r : ~() I 0 III Hi ..; IHli"lU . 
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The other Abbaa Gadaa Badhoo Raggasa from Odaa Nabee partially supported the 

above idea. He says "Irreecha at Hoora Arsade takes place inm1ediately after the end of 

Mesqel festival of Christian believers, who celebrate the founding of the true cross on 

which Jesus Christ was said to have been cruicified, i.e. , when the darkness of rainy 

season with its foggy days passes and leaves place for bright season. Moreover, it is 

celebrated at the river bank to thank God that has taken the dark rainy days and brought 

bright days. Irreecha celebration is often considered as the beginning of new years, time 

of harvest and so on.,, 18 

Figure 4. I. View of Hoora Arsadee 

Information obtained from a brochure prepared by Oromia Culture and Tourism Bureau 

regarding lrreecha 2010 ceremony indicates that there are two types of Irreecha: 

mountain lrreecha (Jrreecha Tullu) that is performed at the top of the mountains and 

Irreecha Maika (lrreecha performed along the river bank). The celebration of Irreecha 

Tullu (mountain lrreecha) is held at the beginning of the spring season usually a sunny 

season in this area, when both"men-and---eattle-sltffer-&em drought"(shortage-of-waterand 

grass). So, it is a time when Oromo living in the vicinity are gathered to pray and to their 

Waaqa (creator) to give them rain. 

" Badhoo Raggasa 
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~020 1 /rr"".-IIII Oil Tu llu \'cr .... 

TlIlllI Ycrn (1I1\ 'U 11t ""-"rcr) is 10catLod to tilc 1l0rtl1 I:a,; t \,I oili silld 'iu tOil 11 Til i, 1I l<'11I 11:Ji11 i, 

the hi gilsl l' (IIllP:I!Td Iu other mOllntains in the arl';!. '/ '/1/11 11 /(1 ()!'Illl ld l'l'khrilk 1,.1' \ '( '( hi / (Ill 

IOplir thi s IUlIl ll1laill Illaiul y to ask Waqaa/(jod tll hri ll !! th" r"ill :llld .. 011 .1 :l l'rl'I I'II !'c'd dr" 

Sl·~ I ~ (II1. ,\ lTurd ill g tu Ill y illll.ll'Il\ ;1I1l. Sida.\ H:ld ll:, "';Uil, III !,,' l,hjCll i \ \.· \11' l.'l·lvh r .llill t ~ 

II'/'(.Tc/W UJ! 1111: lup oJ'a mOllntain is to pray and illl plure \1) 1/ '(/(/(/(/ to L' l ll l :1 dr~ ' SI.." I :-: p ll. 

!\CI.:lH\ ling 1u r ll le//}UI I ':kkrs the /,.,.('('chu cdc hra l i(1I1 llil 1111HIII\ 1' 1...' 1\'1" j" 11l'rll ll"1111:d :\1 lI llo' 

h': t! illll i ll~ lIr the sprillg scaSOll lIsuall l' ill th .: 1I1l1l1th 01
0 

\ i:Jrch, loor FIII, III/ ., Or,'IlH' 

pL'rlixll1i np. /1'1"1 '<, £"110 0 11 Tull l! Yen.: ]" has its OWII rC;ISUIl: \ \ '11 1...'11 hol llll li.' 11 :l lId ~ :ll ik ; (Jlll'J" 

['rulll dnH1 l!lll ( Si lurt:l t'.c uJ' \V:.tlc]' ::lIld gr:lss ). \~: lh.: ll r;lill is 11111 l 'U1l1ill t! 1,111 tI ll,: ril,ll! l illi l', 

the fll/allu/ OrUllW gu up to i.\ mountain alld c!.:khratl' /rr l'{,c/IU illlpl nritl !! l'rl'; ltn]' lu selld 

ra ill alld t,tI .. " Ihe had da ys awayo Th is is dUllc ill hli lli IIn "ocll" Sil Lo, 

No\\' let us dmll our "ttclltioll to the 1I'"y /r,.('<'CI", <lct u,tIl) is cc k hr."lk'd i lldllcli ll~ th" 

p"rti cipanl s urlhe CeI' L' luull )', III the case 01
0
110,."" . /".1'".1,0"0 olllhv d'l\ u!' cL' kh l'"l i,," o li te 

":"I/Of) (d"i s"). I,.ree("!", and CoqOl"sa arc insCJxlrahlc o The J-:ld"l's ( .. \l1h" ( ;"c/II") ' l! ~ r'" 

t\ hh:1 (jue/till u!'rh/{fll VaheL' I .l'ges' l Nag<lwo sa~' s l'P\jo r -.;;\ is iI sl'n:i:iI { I I' ;l ll!l iqlIV kind PI' 

~ ~ ra ss. It is thl' ill 'SI uJ' :11 1 grasses . II is thi ck. It !! ro ws sidl.' \\'ard. It is drO ll l, l1t rl'-.; i"l:l llt Ilr 

nul li ves !.:\ \:n :1 droughl sctlsun, Its green co lor s~ ' lllhllli :l.l's rt.!p rndllctiutl ;ll ll1 krli!it~ . I'} 

Dirri hi dClllU" ,'Il hi s part argues that people hold Ihi s gr"" to pray 1" 1/',,,1//" tl ,,,, I):ls 

Chri stians hell'C Iliblc 'Illel tvlos lell1 s holel ()uran to pra \' to Ciod , :'« In ~.' \"Ill"l' ,d o c'ldLT, "F l'ee 

that euqOl"s" is " spcci,,1 gr<l SS wi th C-X ell11ples o r ilc<lltil)'o ull it)' <llld str<"ll l'lll. 

Iksidcs ·Coqors"o th .: pa rt ic ipallt s or lilima .. Irsil'/('(' 1,.,.('('("/", ClTClllOn' hold k..t!oo 

(dai sy), D"isy (kdl()()) is also CO lll ll lllll in j,.r ('('c!", ccrClll UIl Vo i\c l" I' rd ill~ tll Ik l.. ek 

S"rhcssa tlte Orclillo bd ievc that °kel/()oo shows thc Cllllllllg ,dO nl"1I "l"."I '" Thn h, tld 

I') 1II Il'n il.:w \\ illl I ~~'.gc:-;\' Naga\\'()() SI.:Pll' lllbl.:r :~ () 10 at ni ~h(l nu tOWIl in tl1 \' milill da~ 111' 111 1.' rl.' n'!lh lll~, 
"I Dirrihi D l'IIH I "l' . 
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'kelloo' with coqorsa and go to the ceremony for they show the beginning of light, hope 

and the crop is ready. 21 This is common in both Odaa Nabee and Odaa Bisiil. 

Figure 4. 2 Abba Gadaas on the Wiry to participate in the ceremony holding Coqorsa (grass) and Kelloo 
(daisy). 

The other point in the case of Horaa Arsadee is that Elders come to the celebration site 

wearing traditional clothes of their own culture. They put a small pieces of cape made of 

red and black wore for different example. This originated from Borana Oromo. They 

believe that the forehead is the part of body that distinguishes one person from the other. 

So it has to have something to put on it. Elders bless people saying Sirnbo Sirnbira, Adda 

fi Addunyaa siif haa kennu, meaning "have a good looking front as a bird and get ' 

acceptance, respect or prestige".22 This indicates honor, respect that is why they put thin 

scarf on their forehead. 

They also wear Gaabi (home made cotton cloth) and short trousers with special 

embroydery decoration at its edge. Elders also have a stick called Bokkuu, which shows 

21 Bekele Sarbessa. 
22 Abba Gadaa Takala Dhinsa. 

50 



authority (only rulers and those who have ruled have it). They also pierce their left ears 

and have an ear ring in it. 

Figure 4. 3 An elder participant pierced his left ears and have an earing in it. 

According to my informant, Giddo Dorii, women on their part wear special kind of 

dress with a decoration at the edge of it. They also wear special necklace called caaccuu, 

which is made of beads. Some of them hold a thin wooden stick called ulumayi. Besides, 

there is a special stick called Siiqqee held by women for special puposes. Wearing beads 

is common among women with the spirit of Qalluu. The colors of the beads are various; 

black, white, and red. The red is an example of prosperity, the black one symbolizes the 

creator and the white shows honor.23 These symbols are common in both places (Horaa 

Arsadee and Horaa Bisill) 

23 Interview with Giddoo Dorii October 20 I 0 at Ijajj i town. 
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Figure 4. 4. Women on their way to Irreecha holding siiqqee stick and wearing neck laces 
called caaccuu (Horaa Arsadee). 

Moreover, as I have tTied to mention above, in the case of Horaa Arsadee all the 

participant of the ceremony ought to be involved in the activities like praying and thanks 

giving to their Waaqa. To sum up, each and every participant of the ceremony comc to 

the lake and immerse a grass into water then touch their faces and say it to creator yaa 

Waaqa nu ebbisi; nagadhaan wagga dhufufnu ga 'ii, meaning "Oh God bless us! May 

you help us reach the next celebration in good health! In this way they express good 

wishes and go back home", 

Before concluding celebration of lrreecha at Horaa Arsadee let us touch upon the 

sacrifices. Here at Horaa Arsadee, different sacrifices are presented near the lake or 

Horaa Arsadee. This sacrifice has its own meaning or has symbolic meaning for the 

community. The aim and symbolic meaning of sacrifice will be discussed bellow. 
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,,&.2.2 S a cril'in' a lit! i1 s IlH'allill g ill lIll' ra st' or I/o ,.uo ., In(l ll(' (' 

S;lcrll il'c is pnLTl t1 1'. IO ( jilt! ur Ll !.1,od especia lly UI' :lll :111 111 1:11 h ~ killitlJ' il il l; 1 ,','I \ '11 h 'll\ 

S:lc r ili cL' h:,.. .. ,1 ",; pt'c i:d pi <ICC in 11 1:111.' /\ I'r iL':1l1 c lI II1 1I \' ;-j ; 1111.1 n:li!'iPIIS, 1' 1;1 ,- 11:1 1,1 : 1...,..., \'1 [-, 11lo.: 

li ll hl\\ i ll !! ppi tll l'P llcc rllin!! sacril i l'c i l l his huuk L'l1li lkd "1{ l ' li !,il)I J PI' 0.11H:r Ih' I '1 1k": 

'I hl' sc lcri licl'S <I I', ' perltll'llled in silll;llilln " I' dan!,er ' '' ' I S I'' ~ rru lll Ih~ i,I \'il <l li ,,11 "I' ,piri l ill 

hlllll . ll l ;lIra; ]' :"'!, lli'1l' 1l 111l1ll t',llt ur i.l S hci ll ~~ h ro ll g lil ahuI l1 h.' SP il l !..: i':llil L 111 "tIl'l l ": ll 'ril'll'l''', 

ide; l ~ uj' propitiall 1111 ;11 HI L' :\ piatioll arc pro1llinen t. I Ill' \" l'l' llI l'l' , Ill lWl'\Vr: i l l till' !~L' l l l' r:d 

il k-a u i' suh:-: l i l tll iu II Url ilc 0 1'0:\ I'ul' lik 0['1 11:111, (1'ri\ \'lI:lld , j l) '; h : :T? ), 

'[ hi s s tlld y 1 ~ ) l'U"';L:S U ll l/oI"U({ I l l'suc/('(' ,l lld I/() J'U{/ lIi\ii/' /\ s IIlC llli ll ll i ll ch :lph:r t ll t'l'L' . 

s<lc rilit.:l' grll\\ S !'rll ill it s ow n legend page :,5 alld ·1,,' rcspccti \\.: ly. Therl' ; \1 \.' d irkrl'lllTS 

COIll' CI'IlIIl );'. ";ILTil il'L' il l ho th C ISCS . 111 III C C, l"il' It r l /rlI'U(/ . II'vue/('e 11 1:\ \. k (h l ' ll : 11 "1. ' 

s "," !, ll1l'r~d , (he' ll 10 he- s " c rilie ~ d should ,,"1 ploll!',iI (ll' iI, ,, ,\, plll ll glll'd, .'\ lI Os sl" 'lI l,1 

ploll ).·11 il) r i l ({ Hlld he illtcrprl' icd as \\'rl lllt.! do i tl)! it !,; ]i" ", (i ll(l. ()lllcl' :"-> <tl'ri l'll' l ' ''i itl ~'It!d , ' 

li '(ld ill"IlS ' lid, ;IS: I)" hh" (bre, ,,I ), ()our i (blil ier spre,,, 1 hll rl", ' W" illl , Ilillli ( \\ ':'" 1'1 ), 

1:,, 1'1, ,111 (m illced I;,od ) allli ilulle r. iVloreove r. Ihere is " lslI ;I Irad ilion o r !,i\i ll ~: Ir,,,lili,'"al 

drillk s. sud) ;IS: l);IadiIi (holle ), mead ). Araqee (I(lGd hC\'\' r" F" ,de(l11l>1) '"HI I:,"'S" 11"c,d 

Ih.'c l' ). 1\; ri'U tltv :-; .I re :llsu slIcri l i cl's p r l'SC lll l' d I()I" II {/{flJU : tl tliis cl."I\.:rn l) II ~ . ' I 



Figure 4.5 the Elder participant pouring the honey mead in the lake as sacrifice. 

The message is that giving what they have for God and establishing good relations with 

Waaqa (God). While discussing about sacrifice, I asked my iniormant the symbolic 

meaning of sacrifice and its use. According to my informant, Dorsis Dhuguma, the 

primary purpose of sacrifice and its main function is to confirm, to establish, or to add 

strength to, a change in social status maiden with wife, boy with man, living man with 

spirit or a new relationship between social groups. He adds that Irreecha ritual ceremony 

is incomplete or ineffective without sacrifices.25 In relation to this, it would be plausible 

to quote Pritchard who wrote the following: 

We are often told in accounts of African people that their sacrifices are concerned with 

weather, rain, ferti lity of the soil, seed time, fructification, harvest, and fishing and 

hunting (Pritchard 1956: 199) 

" Interview with Dorsis Dhuguma Sepmtember 20 I 0 at Bishoftu town. He was from Gidda kiramu to 
celebrate Irreecha. 
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The other informant Lagasa Diksisa explains sacrifice by relating it with unity. 

According to him, people eat these sacrifices together; this has its own significance in 

unifying the people live in different places, in strengthening unity and relationship.26 We 

see the ideas of scholars on importance of sacrifice in religious ritual Brown (1952). 

According to him, sacrifice play pivotal role in strengthening unity in maintaining the 

social cohesion, and equilibrium of a certain community. 

Now the first question to be asked is to whom sacrifices are made. In the case of Horaa 

Arsadee any individual can sacrifice on some occasions to a spirit of Ayyana Abba 

meaning spirit of father, when it is thought to have brought about sickness in a man or if 

it is feared that it may do so. According to my informant Laggasa Diksisa these spirits 

may be regarded as representations of Waaqa (God). 

After sacrifices are presented for Waaqa the participant of the ceremony sit under the 

Odaa to drink coffee and eat other sacrifices prepared by Qallitti. 

Figure 4.6 Women making Coffee under the Odaa tree. 

26 Interview with Laggasa Diksia September 20 lOin Bishoftu town 
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I II SlIlil "I'. 'IS I h'll'~ Iri~d 10 1I1~lIli"lI ahow. ill IIIe- caSl' (1 1'1/",., 111 .. Inu, 1,'1' ;d l p,lrlil'i p;1111 
u l' Ih l' '-.:(-n': I1I\111." [irs!. come to the cL'IL'hr:l1ioll Sil l' 11 UIdillg cnqor~: l ;lIld /\1'1/0 0 1'111 .. ' 11 

illllllCrSC til L' I'n ... ':-. li gr:1SS alld daisy ilillic " 'tllel" :11111 :-' ll ril1 kk 10 Ih,'ir l;l ~' V ·\ 1"1 , '1' 111.1\ p I".' III 

W(/UII" and ,i l lIl1d~r Oda(l I r~e cals Illr saeril ices prl' s ~l1lcd hI C),illilli . I il1 ;111I J;l kl' hIe-ss 
l'rl)lll ,\1111"'1 (i;ldd as al1d g" hack 10 hOlilc. NOLI kl IIlC Illnl 111 1' ;lIll'l llilll ) iI. II Ie' \1 lh,'r 
ruclls "rlhc sludl i.c. /lill'ilil iJisiil 

.. L~ Ir reec/t(/ (\'rl'moll~' among \ \frs t SI1oll'lI OrolllO : Thl' l'a Sl' of Ilor/Iff /) j ,iil 

~ I y illlll\'lll:J1l1 ,\bb'l (;ud"" Takal'l I)hillsa, /r"Cl'cilll .\1"11,,, ("Teeci ," ,d " Il ,' ti l,' 1'\1','1' 
hallk) is l' lk ,' s plae~ illl illcdialcly alkr Ihe clld ul' railll' SC'IS,,'I. It is cl,kh r: 1l 1'd ill Hirr'l 
l11L':llliJlg \\ hl 'll Ihl' d i.1I1 11L'SS oj' rainy SL'aSllll \\'jlll it s ['u~~~y d>l .' '\ passL'S :11 11.1 I .. ::\\ '\.' S pLlcl..' 

Ii. lr hri ght "l'aSl lll. Sucli ritual CC1\;1ll0IlY is acclllll plish ... ·d !lut Pld v I hI..' h: ll ik ur 1111.' nn.T 

bu t also aruu lld thl.! lakes and its vicin ities, "'l 

!\ccurding tp Ill: itl!'\))"]lli.l11l. J\bb:! C"w/U(/ Takal:! Ull ins;!. this is IX~C;I\l '-'I.': ti ll' CI"I)P i" :\.'t 
ill pl'llC~ SS ill Sl'p lclllilc:r . Thcy cO li sitlCl' il as hopcll'ss ill Illi s slal'c. !\s l'aah;1 1', 1,i "lk I.ill 
abdal'llI ii 111 C;lIl ill!.! "kar and child cOll ld hc ch<lll ['cd in sllddl'Il" . lIul ill (kl , oIwr 11 11 ' 1: 1'11 1' 
\\ ill hL' bhllllll Cd :IIHI n':i.!dy rur roud" !\ccllrdiJI l! tu Ill: i))!tll"lll , llll / \hl l; l (;"dilll I ;l k:1i :] 
I Jll illsa thi s ti lllL' is till.' time when I"l.! lati vl.:'s. !:\lnilics alHI Cl:lll '-' Cllt al':lrl 11;" ri \\"T'~ :uhl 

Thl' l11ain lIh,i,'C lil'c 01' Ihc celebralion lakes p l;rc~ in r il ' ~r ' \I1d on J)lOllllt;li 'l is 10 11"lll k. 
pray. i11lp l<ll'l' and bq! 11'i/(/(IU «(]"ti ). This is CO IllllHlIl rllr n);\111 CIllllll1l1 llilics orllll' Il'()rltl 

III(' "/,'" I(''' i'' ~ fI',','S, 1'<11/ "/'i,,~ UIIII/I(' sili/uis SU /1111/1/"' 1' l'III"d ,'/'('e/. rUIl IiI! iii,' ('will , ,. " 

.'"I "I":II,I\.:l la Dhin ... " 
'M 'Llkkala DhitiSiI " 



lI 'i ,II I/IUUhillc! Iltl' dlt." }"isl's ()lIlli,\.!.11 () lord. \rlll/ rll ' I'ji,1 (J I/I ' . . , ·{I11 Ii \'( ' /II II /t ' IIl i d,,1 u l il/" 

s ltl 'l /erin,\.!. 1·(i("A.,. yu" ,!.!,il'(' !"({iulo 1111'1/. )'UII (/}"(' nll lli,l~/ 1 Il"itl l l I l t' slli!"il 111 1111' .'..:.1"1'111 ) '(//f 

rlli,'t ' ,II" ,\.!./"(/, " C(/I'I'I'I'tI 11I"!ls ullfJl 't' ,III' 1'111"111 il l/I 1.1 111/ ( "/" (' lIft' ,h, 1"11'('1"\ (;1', It ;11/1\ . " " 

-1.."1.1 !1'/'l 'I'c!1II "" '1'111111 Nilii 

.' \ s I have Iri l..'d III 1ll1..'111i llll abu\·\..', \\hl' ll rai n is Ilol Clllili ll g llll Ihl' ri ~' 1 1 1 l iIIlL'. 1111.." I,,'tlpk 
!!U up 10 a IlH'Ulllaili :lIld cdt:hrale Irn'tTII" illlpl tllilll'. c rl:al(lr II) selld r ;lil l 1111111..' t: l -';l' Ill' 
IIfll'lIlI Hi.l ii!, 111""111 I'ulill Ni lii is selected I'lli' Illi s cckh l';lIillll This Ilil'lIl1l.l ill is 1;'"l1d ill 
111I tll'lall di str ici li\"l' kiluJl1ete r I'a)" I"rolll I j~l.i.iii 11 1\\1 1. II i-.; IK' lil'\ 'vd 1\1;11 " i l l\\.' 1I 1111l 11 !: Iill j " 

Ilil~ IILT Ih ;1I 1111' crcallll' 1I'"uld hcal' pl'ayc l's 1; lsl. 

TIll' abba (;,,,111,, "I' Oda"" Il isi il Takkal" 1) lIill>:1 ; lI' ~ Ul' S Ihal IIIIC II ;11\\' I' I'I' hklll 
l' ll CUlIll lers Illl' cOllllllunily or .\ IUCClI O rolllo gill'S In TlIll lI N ilii :lIhl t'r ~ It I 11 '111111'" 

.'\ccprd ill !.~ 10 hil l! arkr the .\/u(,co OrOtllll pm ) III IJ"UlI/III Ull ' 111I 1tt ~ilii Illl' di l !lhll lill \!i !i i 
L'\"I..' r y Ihill ~_~ hL'(Ol llC:-' \0 ils g.ood 1ll~1l111cr . I k uIllIillUC pr:l)' Ip lI 'UWl lI O i l 111()111 1' ~ liJI d\I"s 
Illll II1l..!an 111~Il worshi p ill mllllnt~lill ""\) 

Pruyillg lHl IllUlllltilill is practice in mall Y Al"r icil ll CIHllltriL's Itl!' illSt:iIlCV s;ll'ril il'~ ' -; arc 

pt\.'s\.'llted I'or crcator whcll the rain i s not come ~ II Iltl' ri ~ hl limc Ihi ~ is Inll.: l j\l' f;iktl~' \1 

CUlllll lllllil\. "YIHI \\ ilu make IlhlLllHains Ircll1hk ;llld ri\'Cr l1Dod: \\l' I d 'I~T \ ( ll l Illi s 

s;t\.'ri licL' SU tll:ll yuu Illay hrillg us railL People ;tlld cllildrL'll arc c ryiI1t' : Sl ll·V p. )'l l ;lh ~ llId 

c; ll1 k arc Ci'\'ill f' .. Wc hcsccch you 10 ~Icccpli hi s s;lcr iliec alld bl'in g us pl'lIsl'l-ril l " 

Nu\\ leI Ill l' 1011( 11 lI ]HIII Ihe participalll ul' thL' L'L'rL'IIH\ll~ · . III tIll' case \11' 1/11/"1/(/ IJ i.,iil tilL' 

pani(ipalll ld'tl1L' Cl'rL'llHIIl Y COlnl.' tll thl..' placc or cl'khralilltl Ihdditl !! ( 'll q \ ,rS: 1 ;lIld Adluo 

likl' //o}"(/(/ . Jrsw/l'I '. I \ccll rdi llg tll m y inl"orm;lIl1 hulditl )..!. ('oqllrsa 1t :lS it...; 0 \\ '\1 Il ll". lIl i !l !!. 

The Abba (;"duu or (!dUll 13isiil says Ihal Ihi s !~ r~ISS IS 12 " 'cn l'ro ll1 II '''(IlI 11 10 tilC l'clIPIl-, 

"j lilkbhl I >him.a. 
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The cattle got fatter if they eat this grass, a people who has this grass during Irreecha 

ceremony also become rich.3o 

First the participant gathered under the Odaa tree. Under this tree the elders bless the 

participant of thc ceremony. According to my informant for the community of Macca 

Oromo, Odaa has its own symbolic meaning. As he says Odaa and Irreecha are 

inseparable. Odaa IS believed among Macca Oromo people to be a place of 

reconciliation, power transfer, jury (trial). Similarly, The Odaa tree is a place where 

thieves are cursed and believed to vanish then after. 

'\ :;;....----....... -
Figure4. 7 Participants oJ the ceremony under the shade oj Odaa tree. 

After Abba Gadaas and elders gather in the Odaa bless the young, Children and go to a 

house called 'Galma' (ritual house) chatting 'Mareo' 'Mareo' and take women back to 

the Odaa tree and bless them. In the case of Horaa Bisii/ the first to bless the people are 

liuu and their children. And lastly the Galaan bless. Now the name of the district is 

known in liuu GaJaan, means liuu is the son of Galaan. In both cases children bless first. 

30 Takkala Dhinsa. 
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Again A hh:1 (;,,,1,,,,, hless Ih ~ p:l rli ci pall l ",h" 11 Ih": I ' :rrril'" Il l': lr 1101':1 I li sii!. III :Idd ilil'll 

;\hh;1 ( ;Ut!UClS :-; pri llkk' \\ ' ~ It ~ r tll lilt.: parl ic ip~ \lll h: lI sill !! i'rcs ll !' rtlss. di ll":. ;lIhlll .\ \ \ !l h k . 

A lld pra: Illl.' i r IV(/(/ (/ll I1Ci.Il' thi s Il urad o r [:\],;1.' , , \c l'prdiJl !' 10 Ill : ill" ,II' III;III! 1 :Ik :lh 

l )hill s a~1 C (lIl !! I\_' l ~;l l l's du Ilu l poslr,llc 11,11'<1<101' [; Ik e ur \\ <ll c r . Ikcau s~. \\ ;Ikr [,' ihl..' lr i ...; 

'I 
lite..' CI'\:U llit' l' n[' II '{((/I/o so they pray Il im through hi ..; l'rC;11Ul"C i .l' . , W:'lll'I .· 11IJ\\ \ 'n-r. "'; 0 III I.' 

II' ri ll'l's cOllcl ude Ih :11 OrolllO worship l ima or W:I I..: r: IlII' iIlSI:IIlCC, /\I..:'Iaa 'l': II 'l'I'l' cl:lillls 

Ih a I : 

.. .I111L IlI i i l' £/0'1"1'(11, : II '/,": {II,11': 11"% 11/.1 : J, / /.": 111- : : (1I,11l ' 'I","!",':: II '!",'.' 

1"'%,N:rI/ )-',': 1'''%i )'Jt{,/,: '/ ii» 11 ,/.,: IWt.': ),1 )-:: ' ) ,{." 'I"y,:;: " ), /I:!':;:"}',': 

'l :'I'/.:J·PJ: I lI/. Il: (lJrI/'} : . (~ 111 ·:: 1i11f1. IlY": ;""'n .' m1ll ' '1'1:: ,1'-')11,:: .I~ I,JY": 

11(1111': (II. 'I: (1I.f~P": I/Ile: ,,:' /'/, }-: (lJ"1: "YI1 )-: ~"'-:: 1i11f1. Il: f )'(,"'/" :;: ': 11(11. 'I : 
J~1i ''/·M·:: ", ' N," '!" ,: 1/·11·: Ii/U': 11{1I. 'I )~ ,1: :J~() ''/,1;/.1 : : 

\\'0111110 Jill .' u,\IIIUII/({ke 11'17;cl1 (/ s irill/llit'/' /C(/II/ SII ' llI/lhl'()I!,!.!. I, Illul 1/('/'11 "" "(JlIl'tllll'/ 's ll '\' 

lIwl 1I1f1' ,Fl'c/l h JII .' In'ulI ,!!. .li·olll he!"e . .. so)' II/(' I( }j'OlJlfJ j. 'r!/ t'n)(J/'(', I lh ', 1 SUI' ,t /11 /11/ 

II '(I/ullo hlllt'" tl,;s /I/{'UIIS creot;on ol'i,!!.il/u/cc./ 01 flit' lI·ulaho II'U/t'/' (11' 1,,11/ ' r lll' /','/lIl't' /11 1' 

f l ) /'IIII/ o /' ,, 'on/, il' 11'1Il<'I'. "Iii I Ill' fiJ/'IIII/{//. II '/!!'", il il' lilt' IW /t' I'II,,'!'t', 

(/\lc-qaa '1:1)) ": li,'brc [Vl al'i :ll11 l'iX 7: (12 ) 

I'hl' abol'l' Slal clllL' lli ll1adc by A laqa T :1VyC Ci ch rl' ivl :lr iall1 cO IIsiS IS ol ' lhr,'" 1l1: l ill d,' Il'cl s 

or error, ' I Ill' lirsl is til L' lcrmil111l u)!.y lh~lt he used tu d\..'st..: rihL' thL' pL'upk ur ( I r lli llU, Si nc .... ' 

IHillll' rOli S s\..' h~)I~ l rs kl vL' said a lut ufthis ( d L' J'l )~ ;lt lJr: ' krill \(1 1\: I·c r till' 11l 'U 11!v1 k I l l )\..' 11:1S:, 

10 Ih,' SCClll ld 111 :lil1 )ll'oblell1 or Ihc SI:ll clllcl\l. Th,' secolld is Ih:1I II,' lI1i Sl l licl' l' I\'I ,'d III": 

W:ri:lhu', 11ll\l l'l'l' r. hI' SI'I'Il1S 10 ha vc bl'cil UIl:III':l rc Ihal Ihl' 1I0rd ( ,,I"/') ' \ ' 111:1:11\. 111,':IIIS 

",riler \\\:11 1 :IS IIII' ilS cO llcludillg lila l Oroillos pl'llSlr:11e Illr ;1 ":I'L'a l ,'d Il li ll ,: i ,c'" lIaler 

which led hi III 10 a bi g Inis lakc , 
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cre:lkd Ihe \\:llcr nOI Ihey worship waleI' II'hich is ut'ail'd lw WIll lllu, 

:Iclil ilies :Ire: Children presenl :1 sho\\', Ille)' prest' nl :1 IHle11i 111 Iht' (h l. ,:, 11\',', I I,c 

ehildr,'n arc l ~il C Il pri,'ril\' herc, I'herc is a pral'er IIl1dcr Ih,: II''',' 1\1 1' P""I,1e \\ill , dilkrelll 

prq~n:1Il1 CU\\ :1I1d I,dd Ihe ciders Ihal Ihe eo\\ c(luldn'l ).!il'C :1 birth I llu u ~'h II" , l ill1c (II' 

h irth had passcd and requesled I'ur prayer, '1'1 ,,' ,'Id ers pr:! ycd I" W""'I" II> Ie'l II,,' (',1\\ 

givc hirth :ll h l !.! L' lltl~ hit with ]'fl'sh grass. A rter SUllll' titll l' Ihl.' ('nw )-'., I\ '\..' hilll! lllh k r thi s 

11\.'1..:. 

,\Ikr I h:II'c SCI' II Ihc C\lII' give a bi rl h under Ihi s Od:I:1 Iree I asked 1(,1' ,'Id,rs is 1I'I""' I'h" 

rilu:1l or cullur:il ccrcll1ony'l FideI'S ha ve dilTcrenl \' i,'ws (Ill Ihe Inl' I'cI'll is rilll:t1 01' 

clililiral ccrelllllll\', Thc A hba (;"d"" (I I' ()d,/il Ilil'iil l<(II n"la 1):11111:111 :1 :!r~'II " s l it:!1 

ullll:r I\h!>:! (;udou I'nHn ()duu /Jisiil Takala 1)I1II1S'1 insists it is a rilll :d \\ 11' pr:l .'I...TS. 

sacr ili ees :11,,1 (Ilitc r rilll:t1 Ihings :( re seen, 

I he l liher /\bh:1 (,(/(1"" argues Ihal /rl'('('c/ill is hllih r il ll:t1 :11,,1 eu ll ur:11 ,' ,'I\:llllln\ , 1:,, 1' 

iIlSI ~lllCl: ;\hh~ 1 (;U(/(llI Badhoo Ri.I!!gasa puts wh<lt I'l.'(lpk dpi ll !-'. here cSI'l'ci ,dl.' "';Icril il'l's. 

prayilll2. . hk:-;s ill t!.. cursin g. and so It)rt h arc illd icaturs or ri tual il." , Silll il:lrh . diller 

IlW\'L' Il1l'llt slich :IS: slings. pocm . dlillce. Ilorsl' ri dL'rs. "':IV or lransl't..'rrill j! ;! \\lh\II'il~ ' and 

Sll Illrth arc I'CI'C: t1 cullural ly "'! (iencral y spcak ill !! I illl el' v ie wed iI]'(>IIIHI ,,1"I'cn l\hl1a 

I/'/'(' ('cl/{/ is hllll1 cull ural and rilUal l'nelllUl1Y, Iklilrc ellncl uding Ihis issu,' k( Ill \' 1, l(lcli 

up (Il l sehillars \ i,'11 l<lncc rnin g cul lu r\" rilu:t1 ' !lId rilu,t1 (>bicel likc Irl'c , 

p ln1l'rvil.:w \\ i!1l 1'1111101 101 Dalldalla Oc tohl: 1' ~O 10 ill ijajj i \O\\'II I k i ... till' rortlll'l' Ahha (iml tLlnt' 1 hb.1 

Il i,i il. 
.I Abba (j"daa liadltllo Ragga~a. 



111:1\' i:-. S{lllh' id "': ls (!, i\ I..: by scllulars ahpul 1n,.',,:s, rilu:d .! lId cu l lllI'L': " l ltl' ndl \11 ' h il ' II'!..!\.' 

sun i\\:s C\ l' lt hlday ...:spccially ill woodkss rC ~ illl \ S, II is holt lid w illi nll! :-- ~II' t1h' l k ;ld , 

s;lcrL'd li rL' ;llId oj' l'll\lrse il:nilil), Thnc \\ LTL' ;l lld "rL' II lldn l iJc II', ',', Ir"d lli"II,,1 

cc rL'l lh llll l'S, Iri ;i1 s, IlL'l..:ding protections l'xtr; t ord ill;tr~ ' rUn'L'''' ', tl \ 'O\'<1 It)t) I : :'n ~~) 

sp"':l'ilic uCl':I :-- iu I1S. ur at the di scret ioll ur illdi\'iduah or ":Ull1mllllitiL' ~; . II 11I : l\' i'l L' 

p~rlill'll1cd \n ;t sill!!k illlli v idu:d. hy a group. nr h~ ' tIll' l'lllil \' l'Ollllll'lll i l~: III ;lrh il r:lr~ ' 

plUt.:cs, or III pl :u:cs espec ially reservl'd r(\r it: vilIH.T ill plildic. ill p ri \ ;I1l', P I" 11L'I~I!'l' 

SIK'ci li c IJl'Ppk. \ ril11:d Illay hI..: rl'slrictl'l ltp i.l cl'l"I :,ill :--I lhscl Id ' tile C\.Itl)lIl1 l1 li l~, : 1I 1~ t lll:t ~ 

L' llahk or U1h,kr'il' lln~ Ih..: passagc hl'lWl'l'n rl' li g iull ~ or s~H:ial SI:ttl's," 

On Ihc Olil,T kllid i\"illlcn[l (I ')X'!), lJisclisses ah<llli II", i'calllrL's oj' rilll;d , \cl'l.rtiill!! 10 

him Ihe k"llln.:s ill \ 'o l ved spe<.: ial y.cSllIl\:s and \\ 'onis, rl 'Citilti()1l 01 ' li '\\,.'d k ,\ls , 

pl'r!'UI'1l1l.111 l'l..' or spL'~ial worship. S;lcrall1t.:lllS, IllllSH:. song. d:llll'l'S pnH .. :V";-;llIIlS. 

1ll:llIipuL,l li ll[1 l l! ' L'C r\:lill nb,iccls, lise 01 ' spec ial drL' s;-;e s. ;Jllll CUI1Slllllplillil l1l 'l1l't'i:tl liHhl 

alld dJ'illk, ,' \cL"rdill~, III hilll ritual illcilldcs anilnal sani lic,'s alld the Iii,,', 

Tyl(lr ( I X(. '), ('l1lll1rc rL'i'crs 10 thc clllnll iali vc dCI)(lsil (II' kll(l'l 'lnl!,e, L"IWri l'I1l'l' , 1>l'li,'I< 

\';tllI I..:S. ;'ltliltldL'S. llll';tl\ ill~ ~S. llier;l rc lti es. rl'ii !! iulI , 1I1lliDJlS or lilltl', roll's, " 1':llt:t! 1\'l:lliuIiS . 

eUllcepls (I!" thL' 1IIli\'erse. and material ob.ic<.: ts and PllSSl'ssillllS :'Icqu i n.:d \l ~ :, : ~rl1t1p lll" 

l1L'ul 1k ill Ihv 1'11l[r,,~ lit' ~l..: ller;ttillJl S IlInnl!!11 illlli\ id u:tI atld grllllp stri\'ill ! ' 

The ahow \'ic\\s (lj' Ircc , J'illlal and clllture [liwn bv dij'krcIII clitc <illti Illill!',\ iral'l't'llcd ill 

//'/'(',',-//(/ l'l'J'CIlI(l II), ;Ire allllost sllppor1illg eaL'h (llircr, I:ur illslallcl' J'il ll ,Ji k"dcJ' ,.i' 
/rl'{,t't"!w S:l~ S \\L' pr;I~' lu J-JlU(/(/u under this tJ"L'\,.'. il is IlulHlrL,d and rl'SpL'I,'1I."d ll\: ~'. I IlL' 

1.\ '{I\ ·:!'s CPIIl'l'pl 11ll'lllillllCd abll\ 'C is alsll suppurt Illis Opi llioll. In addilidll. "l lll ll.,' ! · ldl.'I's 

till' ill s t;lll l'~ ' ILIl IIIlHII) I{;IF, !-~"S;l Si\" S 11, ;11 thi s r C rl..:l1l!)tl~ ' :ll'(Ulllp;lI li n l h.' dll"lVl"l'llt 

acli\ 'ilies or k"llIrl's likc dance, mllsic and so l'l1nh, So Ihc abovc idea IllL' ll1iolll'd 11\ 

,\ ss imcllg (I 'I X')) is si milar wilir l'idl'J' view, l (q" II't1ill~" cllil ure' el,krs (l l' illi'"1 p;lni;lll y 

agrl'c w ith I ~ Ill'S l klillitiOIl o r l' lIlll1n.: Th...:rcll)["~, I bdil'\L' lha l "T{'l ' j,hn i ;--; r ilu:tI :lJld 

l'lIltllr;d Cel\· tlllltH. 
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shadllW III (hl :\;\ In.:L' is hi gher lh ~ 1Il all Y olher lree . II i:-; Il le hi ! '. ~~l'S I Ir ... ,\.' . I k i \l.hls, II is ;1Il 

~'\'" nplc "r ' Ir~ n ". l h , prosper an ti pc'aee . The (hh, IrlT is h~ li l'I ·"ti 10 k knik lilrn c, ,., : I 

T lw ullwr \hh;1 (;odu(/ I~ <ldhuo l {ilg~I: I '-i; 1 s .. li d [I w (hl :lil 11" ... · ... ' prodllc c'-i :1 dr'lp (II" \\: \ 1'..' 1" 

C\ 'l'lI dllritl l' dn lilll L' 11.)[' it is iI si!!tl ul" riclH.'s :ltld Il' nil i l \ , T hl' slr .... 1I 1' 11i l' III I II ... 'c l il.lll 

hl'l \\l'l' 11 ()d ,\il i lla l Irl"l' {'(-/IU G i ll sec ill i l s 1I :1111C iI Sl'l!". \\\' 1,..';111 sa\' (}t/uu .\"tlh("{' , (}I/(/II 

nisiil. Od"" Ilnl llll l1. Oti aa (ja rr~~ssa ," 111 Oti' I" 1«)ha,1. Th is show 11\1\1 ill1l'() rl' llll O,la'l 

Irc'c' is3 ; 0 ,1\' "r lll l' inlll rl n," l1 i\ hha (;",1.,,, Illl lhlll:r 1)'l< lhii s: ,, ' lhe l'ill,'S " rOd 'I'll r,'c' :lrl' 

l111 lll l' rOli s :111...1 Illis is an c .,\a lllpk or t il l' high llulllhcr lll' ()rlllll u pellpll' , l ll'ig ill lli" l )I"lIIlIU 

is al :-' ll hl' I\ ' :Ilhl '-i ll lill"lll. ,i(l I, ike l/ul"({(/ . /I"sw/ec ' 11"/"('1'( '/,11 cL'I .... hl":l liull. ill III ~ ' I.: :I.'-i ... ' pI" I/u/"({u 

·L~ . 2 Sa"rifil'l' and ils lIIl'allill~ in Ihl' "ase 1/01"11 11 Nisiil 

shrillL' or \111 : 111 :Ilt c l". ur <I lihatioll or Wi ller or i lk-ulll )1 pou red pu l nil 11l l' ! 'l"t ll l1HI. 11 111 :\" hL' 

ti"Il ,' dail l. " r :1i li.\cti illl~r\'a l s or ()ccas ionall," (1""Tintic'i' 1')(,'):7:'.) 

li ll like /lI/nI" . /f'S(/c/" " no color Jlrekrene~s ill lire C:1'" "'' /lI/nI(/ liisiil. l\uI . l i~ ,' /Iura" 

: / I" .\ui/('{' ( h L'1l In hl' s 'll'l"il icl'd shou ld nol plo\l ~11i llt· h;I\ 'I..' pltHI )' lled . ()Jh ~'r S: llTili l"l · ...; likl: 

r(lt,ti s sud, :IS : l)a l>l>(I (bread), ()(lori ( ~~r'l i n sprc':lti hUill' r). lIi llu (yo).'Url ). I ,I1bl,) (1 IIil1l:l·d 

I! Takkill" [)l1 ill .... ; I;1. 

:, Hadholl 1 <.L ~!..', :t .... a. 
11'lllll'rvh:w \\ 'iill Hulbu lil Dadhii Oc \obl'f 2010 ill JjajJi 10\\'11. 
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shad uw ill ( hb;\ trl'l' is hi gher th ~ \ll all Y other trel' , II i, ... the h i !.l, ~~l'S t II\T , I k ; Illd ;-.;, II is :111 

~x; lIll pk "r ' Ir" Il ~~l h , prosper alld p";IC~, TIr~ lJd; l:I Irl',' i s hcli l'\u l 10 hL' kn ik 1, \1\ '\ LT, " 

T lh' u l lwr \hb:l ( ;w lllu I ~tldh() () l { ilF- ~ ' : I ;-';;1 s .. li d lh ~ ' (ld : l ;l 11 \ ' ,,' prodlll." I..' '' ;1 drll]l II I' \\;Il l 'r 

l'\ 'l'll du ril'l' d r ~ lilll l ' Ii.H' it is a si!!t1 u l" riclll:s ;ltld knilit \, Thl' S 11\'II f lh l' \ )!111l'l' 111IJ I 

h l' ! \\ l 'C II (ld . lil : lI ld 11"1"{'('dlCl 1..': 11 1 SI.'C i ll i l s 11;1111\,: il sl'll". \\\' 1..';11 1 S;'i\ ' ( Jelc/II -,"1I " l't ', ()ell/O 

/Jisii/ , ()d ;I:' 1\11I 11l1l1. ()da,1 (j;IITccssa ;IIHI ()d" " l("h;I" , Thi s sl1(11.\' 11(>11 illl!,lI!'I""1 O,hl 

In:\.' is .. ~~ ()Il l' 1l/ ' I Il Y in l'o rl11 :1111 !\ hh~ 1 (;udu/I \3\111111 1:1 1) :\( l l1ii say the \ ' ill l 'S ,1I' (hl ;I:\ \r\'t' ; \I"l' 

1l1l1l1 l'I'Ull~ :lIhl this is all c'\:lmpk or till' hig.h 1111111hc r 1I1" ()rUlllll ]1l'upk, u ri!!- ill or t )l"llllll ) 

is ;11 ~ {l hl..'l\' ;lI ll l " 0 Illl' lh : i(, I ,ike I lo}"(fCI , 'rsudel ' Ir n ' I'chll <":I..' khr:l li ull. ill 111 1..' l': I S~' \I I' / /u/'(/c/ 

~,J ,2 Sa('rifil'l' and i l s llIeanin~ i ll Ihe ('ase 11111'111/ liisii/ 

shri lll.' or Illl :111 alll'I". nr a lih(ltiollul" \\,: ll cr or ; 1iL-U\hll pou rcd tl ul un lil t.' ! ' I"tH IIH!. II 111; 1\ ' hl' 

l l ill ike 1/01'<1(/ , 11'.1'(/(/"" no color preli: r~ ll ces ill Ihe C;I SC "rl/Ol'<lll Nis ii/ , 1\111 , l ik ,' 1/01'<1(/ 

: /l"sClde(' (hl' ll IU hc ""l'ri li ccd should nlll p l ll\l ~' 1 1 ut" h;l\ 'I..' pltlll l 'hcd , ( )ilwr s; l <..: r i l il" ~' " li k ~: 

Itll,ds slll:h ;IS : I Jahho (bre;lli) , (,)oori (g rain spread hullL'rl. Ilillli (YOgllri), I AI'''I'' (li lillCL'd 

tradilio ll :11 dri llks :11'1,: also COm1ll01l ill thl' <..:asl.' or IIUf'U(I Ihsiil, Sa<..:rilicc h;\ s :1 S; 1ll!')()l ic 

lllc :l lli ng sm." 11 ;IS: aga insl 111 is I"llrl U IH': , sic knl'ss, h ~ I1Tl.' l lII CSS , quarrel " , d rll llgill :1l1 d : \11\ 

d isrupli'''1 "rllonu;rl l i k, 

q Takka li1 1 )h ill ... : lil. 
;, H ~ldhoo l{.lt~ ~~;t " ; 1. 
lh lnll·rvit..'\\' \\ 'j;11 I\u lbula I) .. ldh ii Ckh lbl'r ::w 10 ill ija.i.ii 10WII , 

( ') )-
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Figure4.9 Qalluu holder Women pouring the Araqee in the lake as sacrifice. 

The above picture shows the women pouring Araqee in the lake. Pouring alcohol has its own 

symbolic meaning; according to my informant Giddo Dorii the power of alcohol (Araqee) is 

stronger than water and it is thought to be surpassed only by blood. In addition, my informant 

says to make smooth relation ship with Waaqa (God).37 

Generally, Irreecha is one of the major traditional Oromo ritual ceremonies occurs annually 

with color and great splendor at the end of the rainy season. In Oromo tradition the river 

banks, mountains tops and lakes shores to give thanks to the almighty Waaqa. A number of 

people are gathered at a common location, a cheerful group of young people take the lead by 

enthusiastically singing traditional songs and hymns in turns. Then the elders' and ritual 

leaders take over to wrap up the sacred aspects of Irreecha celebration with praise, prayers, 

and blessings. Irreecha celebration in Oromo community indicates the end of the dark-rainy 

season and the beginning of a blossom harvest season of Birraa. 

37 Giddo Dorii. 
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('hapln Fill' 

CUlIlparalivl' Allalysis 01" Irreedlll ( 'l'It.' lir .llill ll ; IIIIIIII ~ Fastt'fll ,11 11 1 \\ l',krll 

Sh()wtl ()r1/1lI0 

r li is chaph.'r is mai1ll y cunccnlcd wilh {Wll isstlI . .'s . The lirst one is tIle nllnp;Ir<lli\ 'c 

<malysis ul' 1I'I', 'l' ('1w ceremon y ill I/()!'(/U .",-sudCt' ; !Ild I!u/'(/(/ n isii/ or :lllllH l! ' 1: :1 Sll'rll :1I1d 

\VcslL'rn ,\'//(}\I'(/, Til l' secolld iSSllC is the soci;lI ru le II!' 1' "I'{'( 't'/ /(/ 1'0], .\/(/(' ('(/ :lIh l '/" /UIIIII 

U rPlllll. Ih'lc.)I"c I dirl'Ctly go to the comparative ;'lll ; d~ sis u r 1111..: ccn': llHll l: kl. 11 l1.: d~"t'rihl.-' 

ahulIl the ruk 01' sucial rules ~ 11111 prayillg in \f(ft' /" O (lIHI {II/U/i/tl C()lnlllll lli l~ . II I \/(//'('(/ 

<lnd '/'''/UII/(I it is hclicvcd lh~ll every olle WIlL'IIl,,_T ilUlllan hl 'ings or '[ Ililll; !! '" \ lLl~~lll to 

respect th ..: la w or social rules. hlr instance. ir.l \\ ild :lllill1,IL "Ilic h IIHl\TS hl'l"l' ;lI ld lbc lT 

Ilalmall v al lli Vhl. is I<Hllld 111 Ihe ,LIY lill1e alld is killed. Ill ' "I)\' is II' bl'I)I),' i> l',' ,""e Ihe 

Clllil)"Ii il s,'ll'hr"k~ Ihc 1,111". In :111 pral'crs Ihc \/(/('('(/a :lIld i'''/iIIl/(/ ()rl\ll)() IIII"IlIl:ll lds '"ld 

the 1; lce tll lile sky ,\lId Sd:'S "hel'l' 1 ~HlI ;llld let YOli CU lll e pkllSl': let ~'lllir ~·\ll lli ll~ hri !\ ~! ;tll 

till' good things ['or the COll llt r". I-Jlu(/(/u (C;oti) lhe c re il tor (l j' illl crl':i!III\_'S" k ill d il11l1 

cklllcnl hi:>ck (iud, CV:IillCllor Gud, ll1avnClnirnulls :IS Ihe raill, Ulll: ( ;"d \\ il l! 11I 11ll Ired 

1);lIlles. (jut! llr the lli1le Horallas" lX Thl'se pr" : 'LTs I,lkl' place ill I\lusl V,ISl ·..., ;11 I Il l' " ilV u[' 

/1'J'('('ci/{/ ct'k llr;lliull" Nuw kl I Ill' lul'I1 Ill : ' HltL'1l1iUIl III lhc CUlllp;lnllin' ;ma1:'" i,, " 

[ 11;t\C tri l' d III ClllllP<lJ"C /rJ"l'C'cilCl l:crclllllJlY ill h~llh pLICl'S ill tenllS pI" sill' SVkl"1l1 11. ill 

ler111s ul' lill1e and r()ic played bv eaeh parlicip:lIl1 ill //'/'('('c/J(! ckbr:tli()ll . II) I,'I"I) 'S 1'1' silc 

selec lion. in b"l h meas lakes (wale r hudy) :Irl' selecl cd (/lUI'llU Iln ll'/"I' ill Ilh' ,"IS,' " I' 

tlf/UIII({ ()rUIIIP .llld //UI"Uff IJisii/ ill tIl l' cas~' pI" ,\/ff t "t "U () nHIll»). "\ n' ()rdill1' III [ " Id t' l" "'; . 

'I:,iL'r is a sit'll ul' I~rlilil y, I'reshl)ess and weallii. I:"r \' ,sample 1·: lders. \\llilt- Ille ,s il) !" II,~ 

Pl'Ople Sil:S."iiidlld si in d llll \Vwatiin lllc'1I1ing 'illay (1 11.') !-,- i\"l'S :-,PLl 1"I..' l'lilit:'. " "l'l ~ )r ri\" IH,:s· 

The l)thl'l" rC4lSOll 1'01' thc sl:kct iu ll urthe walcr h\ldy is Ih~ll SiIICI..' {f 'U(/(/(/ l'l"cal ed lht' \\ '.Iler 

alld il' illll'lorl'd hy [lis OWIl crl:atiull. lie would lisicil Ille pr;l~ ' v r s SUO\) " "I hi s j " Ulil ll lHlIl ill 

bOlh sill'S. 
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III tcnns p!' tilllC : Irr t'ec/w at Iloro(f ;/rsw /ee i"i cl.: h,:hr:lleLi in Se ptctJlher , \lTl lrd i1l1 1 (u 

1':ldL'I'S o r Il, e arc:1. Il,i s time WaS selec ted becallse ,, 1' II ,e ~, )( )( I I" okill!'. {I I' II'L' li ' lil' . II is a 

pl!riud W ll l ' l l rai ll stops. the an:a is covered by 11 1) \\e]' (k t' l/uu) :t lld th e sun 1..'\ 11 11 \..' " lH !t :1I 1d 

til l' e nd 0[' Sll lll i l le r. '1I Iis sll uws hope alld prospl..'l.:l. Thi ", j" Wl l~ ' , Sepll'lllhvr j, sl'kl' k'd 1{lr 

/I'/' <,<,c!w eL·kbration , On the other hand . Oe tuher is s(' llT led 1, ,1' eelc bral;1l1' //'/ "' ,',, 1111 <It 

//111'0 (/ nisii /. J \cl'ord i ll ~ to Tak.t1 a D hillS.1 one l d 'l\ I ~ ' il tl\l n ll . 11 1h, cro p ill tIl \.' , 11\':1 ril )\'s i ll 

Oetuher 'lii ti Il>c- y be lin'e Ihal IIn like ill Lastl'l' Il SII,," 'u n"l' is ill1n'<l llIrl' "" I'rl'sl> ill 

Se plell1be r. ~ 'Imeo l' e r. the r~ lS no cloud and r:> ill ill Ol'I"bn. oill y e le:>r sk" :>11 .1 l>"l'e 

1' ''~I' :>il s dur ing Il>i s t i ll1 ~ . 

Th ~ I \-' an: ( \ \ '0 diITl: I'l'nt vicws concerni ng rot' 11 0\\ ' l(l ng Irn '( 'chu is cl'kh],:ll !.'d , SOllle 

PL'Ople. pan iuil: II'ly ill Ili sho lh i area. asserl lilal Ihe ee rell"" 1\ (11'/1'1'"".-1,<1 is cL'I, hr:t k.1 

1,, 1' cllnsecli li ve li ve weeks. III ellnlras!. people ill Ijujjiii (Wesl Sho \\'a i.tHle 11 11 (;a laall 

J)i slri et) claim Ihal 1I'I'I'I'('h" lasls onl y It,r Ihree weel" , 1:,,1' lili s parli elil ar stlld , I prekr 

to ta kl.! t h r~c lu li ve wcc ks, Ik low. I \\ i ll try II I dcscrih\.' th c "'Cqlll'1 1\.'l'S :ll hl 11t'P\' \..'dltr:d 

patterns aecorti ill g to whi ch 11'1'1'<'('/111 eere l11l1ny is eekh r<ltcd <It bO lh I/ilmil . Inlld,'" al)(1 

1/(/ /'(/11 lii,ii l. I'm tile sake o r an<l l"s is. I d il'idcd the /1'1"" ' ,,1111 eekhr:l1 i,, " illt " Il ,ree 

phases . llall lL' 1I Ihe eve o r /1'1'1'['('/1£1 . Ihe Illa in da v or /i'I""'''/liIl:L'kbra li,,, , alld ali ,·r ll l: il h. 

S, ( I' "rtil'ipa nts a nd T heir I'cr l'"rm '" H'!'S "n th!' En ' " I' /1'1'1','( ''' " Cci eilr :> l ill n 

In tli is ( \.T CIIl OII Y . all scgmellt u J' OJ'()Il Hl soci l..,ty p;lrti c ip' IIL' , hn FII/(//I/ll ;lI ld \ IU ( 'CfI 

! I,H IUp S. /rr l' (,c!w is ritual ccn": lll o n ics ill \\ 'hich ( )r0Il10 worship IVo{/(/tf , ,[,h i", Cl'l' I..'IIH ll lY is 

;1 tktllk sg ivill l-I, n :n.:I IHl lly lu lI 'uCll/u (Supn,: llll' Ikitlg II]' ( 'n: <l lu r) fur til l' l' lld u i' l l, ~' r<li l l." 

season anti Ihe da lming or birra (Spr ing). So. there is no sex or :1 )! l ' lillli t:t ti, 'n in 

ce leb rati ng /1'1'<,<,,, /,,, , Children. Wll ll1 ~ n. younV.sle rs. ['.irl s. el ders and :\bh:t (;",/", 'S a"e 

ill \ '{) I\'cd i ll this rit ual ceremony, T here .II .... ! i.l lot oj' P 1'l.: p ~ lr<ll i t) lls d Oll l' Ik, ro r\.' LIII.' LII lll i l l g 

or Ihe Illa in ee leb"al ion day, Ikl ow. I wil l Iry t" des~r i be Ih ~ ""Ie pl :I\ 'c,1 Ill' <II I 

part ie ipanl s hell,re 011 the eve o r the ~cl ~b ra t io n . 



I II Icnns ul' lilll"":: 1I'n,('('I1" at Ilu/'(((/ I lrswlec: i" lx k hr:lIl'd in Sl' pl ~1llhcr . . \lTI \I· .. 'lill !' tu 

I':llieis o r II, e Oll \:a, II,i s lil11e ",as se lecled heGlllSe u l' llie ~u<Jl 1 luok ill ~, <>i' II,,' li<II\', II is a 

period w hl' 1l r<lill stops, the an;,1 is co vc l"l.'d by np\\er (k" I/()o) ;lllll thc SlIn t:\ l l lh .. '" 1I 11t :Iltd 

till' end 0 1' Sllllllll"":r. " hi s shows Ilope alld prosl'l"I..:1. Thi " i" \V I I~ ' . Scpt l'l llhvr i" Sl'kL'll,:d !(!l' 

IJ'I' <'<'clw celehlal ion, On Ihe olher hand, Oel"!>el " s\'kc led 1, \1 cekhIOll ill ~! 11'1',·,ci!II <II 

Ilur"l/ lJisiil. /\ c con ' ill~ 10 T~lkaL. 1 J)ilill S:1 one o r 111 \ ' i llr'lrl ll:ItI I S. crop ill til l' "rV; 1 rijl",s III 

Oe lube l alld Ihl')' he li eve Ihal IInlik e ill I':aslcl'l\ SI/()({'(/ crop is i' 111110 1l 1l1" <lI' rlL'sh 11\ 

Seplel11ber. ~ 'I <lI'co\'l'I, Ihe le IS no cloud and laill ill OU<lhl'l'. oilly eleoll' skI' o" ltl hupe 

plevails dU li n ~ Ihi s lil\1e, 

ThCl"L' arc two dillcrL: 1l1 VICWS cunccrnin g. rur lu)\\' lon g Irr{' (' cho i s cl'khr:lt vd. S011lL' 

11L'<ll'k. IXlI'licliLi ri y ill Il isho i'1 l1 a lC;1. asse ll Ilia l Ihe eelell1ul" (\1' 11'1'<"" '"" is cclchlaic'd 

l<lI' e"nseeli li ve li ve weeks, In conllas!. peopk ill I jlljiiii (WcSI Shol\'a /.(,nc II" ( jollao,,\ 

Di slli ct) c1aill1 Ihal Il'l'eech" lasls onl y 1(\1 Ihlee weeks . I,'nr II,is pariic" I;,,' q"d\' I I'IL' i'c'l' 

to lake thrce III li vc wceks. Bel 0 \\' . I "ill try III dcsc ri l1L' the SCqUl'IH:CS ;tthl prlll·t:d ttl"al 

pallel'lls acc(\i'dillg 10 wh ich 11'1' ['"cl1o Ce le ll1 0ny is celeblaled HI hOl h 1111/'1/1/ . I /'\'I/{ I<· ,· and 

1/(//'(/(/ lii \iil, 1,<1(' lile sakc or :lnal \'s is, I di vi ded Ille 11'1'('('('/111 cckhr:lIi<11l inl<1 Ihlcc 

I'il:l ses , nonnel, Ihe eVe ur II'I'<!"('/w , Ihe lI1:1in d:l v (\I ' II'I'(,(, c!1lI cl'lc bl;lIi(\n oli HI :ilkl ill al h. 

S,1 I'arli('ipanls and Their I't'l'formanl't's onlht, En of 1"1'",,('/11/ (, (' khral i" n 

In tl lis Cl'I\: Il111Il Y. all seglll L: llt ur O rollHl sucie ty p:trticip;l tl'. 1·\lI' "f"lIluIJIlI ;utd \ / (/{'L'U 

gru ups. /rr('('chu is ritua l cercmoni es ill "'hich ( )roll1o worship I fI( /wIII. Th i" l'l'rL'lIHI!l) is 

:t I"'-Ill k sgi \' ill !-~ cercJll u ny III lI 'uCll/" (Supn .. :IIl l' l k i llg 1lJ" ( 'n: ;l!ur ) ["UI" tIlL' l 'lld 1)1' II, \.· r:till ~ ' 

se:ls(l n and Ihc dawni ng or billa (Spli ng), So, Ihelc is n(\ sex or :lf'e liln ilali( lI1 in 

ec lchr:llin f' 11'I'l'(,('/w . Cilildlen, WO ll1 cn, YO lln f's lels, f' irl s. c ldels and ,''\hh" (;".!"', \' :lrc 

in volvcd ill Ihi s ritua l ceremon y. Th l! rc ;Ire a Jot nl" pre paratio ll s doll\.' hL'j'nrl' ll tl' C\ lllli ll g 

or Ihe 1ll ;lin edcbl" lion da y, Ik low, I wil l II)' 1(\ dcsCl'ibc Ihe l<llc plo,,'c,1 Iw all 

partic ipants hcr" le (I n Ihe ew orlhc eelebra lion, 
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5.1.1 The J'ole played by Women 

Different groups of the society take part in the preparations, for the celebration of the 
main day. However, the main participants arc women. Among others, the main actors at 
this stage are Qallu holder Women or the Qallitti who prepare different things that are 
presented on the ceremony. They prepare different traditional drinks such as Farso (local 
beer), Araqee (local beverage alcohol), Borde (local beer) and so forth. These kinds of 
preparations are almost common in both places. The other thing that women do in both 
places is going to the big tree where the celebration takes place having different gifts like 
Butter and Incense (sandeli). They find any opening in the tree and put the Butter in it 
and smoke the incense (sandeli). They sing a kind of ritual song until the spirit of Qallitti 
possesses them andc ommunicate with the Waaqa (God). The Women who do not have 
Qalluu spirit come to the celebration place with grass and immerse it in the lake and 
sprinkle to their face and stay away. 

Figure 5.1 The Qallitti pray under the Odaa tree on the eve of Irreecha. 

66 



• 

5.1.2 The role played by Children 

Children are also important participants of these ceremonies in both Irreecha sites. They 

make different performances: sing traditional songs and perform traditional dances. 

However, there are some differences in the songs of children in the two places. For 

instance, in Homa Arsadee children say 'marewo . ... marewo ... Odaa guddaa marewo' 

meaning ' he surrounds the sacred sycamore tree'. They say it in the form of chanting 

mareo ... . mareo .... 

Figure 5.2 Children singinj? mareo .... mareo .... on Ih .eve oflrreecha. 

In cotrast, in Horaa Bisiil, children are grouped in different clusters and smg. They 

usually say song similar to Wallaga songs and traditional music. They say 

Ishoo ... Obbokoo 'good deed my lord, good deed my father'. These kinds of gratifying 

songs are usually extended to creator (God). The other difference is that children who 

sing different traditional songs and dances of on the eve at Horaa Bisiil receive blessing 

from the elders (ritual leaders) at the end of the ceremony. However, elders (ritual leader) 

in Horaa Arsadee are not actively involved in the eve of the ceremony. 

5.1.3 The role played by elder Girls 

The other participants in this ceremony are elder girls. Elder girls at Horaa Bisiil come to 

the celebration site with their mothers or grand mothers. In case a mother has Qalluu 

spirit, when their mothers or guardians (female) sing and try to get into the mood of the 

spirit, the elder girls make a coffee and smoke the fumes around the Odaa (sycamore tree) 

and they get the mothers (women) who are singing and violently moving their heads in 

67 

, .. 



front of the Odaa and smell it. In contrast, the little girls make a group and begin playing 

different traditional songs. The elder girls make a coffee in front of the Odaa tree in 

which mothers pray and sing for they have to learn how to pray and the mother can pass 

it down to their daughters. 

Figure 5.3 a Elder girl come to the celebration site (Hawwine and her mother Tadelech). 

The spirit which resides in the women is called Qalluu. It is believed to be a bridge 

between Waaqa (God) and human beings. The elder girls have a great role in the lrreecha 

ceremony, for they are believed to inherit the Qalluu spirit when their mothers die and 

have to keep worshipping even after their mothers death. 

The little girls who sing traditional songs in groups are also expected to inherit the 

activities of the elder girls when they grow up and actively participate in the ceremony. 

the elder girl who serves the Qalluu spirit is believc;!.st!.o_~et bles~igg from the spirit 10 Q~ 

rich, enlightened to get a good husband, blessed children and so on. Due to this girls 

usually get in to competition so as to get the opportunity of serving the Qalluu spirit. 

Finally, they receive blessings from Abba Gaada express good wishes to each other and 

go away. 
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According to my elder informant, Motumma Cimdessa lrreecha is a crucial tradition of 

the Or01110 people and a base for Gadaa. He continues, lrreecha is an expression of 

Oromo philosophy of the world, miracle of the creator and mystery oflife of generations. 

Figure 5.4 Elders pray under the Odaa tree at the eve of the ceremony. 

5.1.6 The role played by Abba Gadaa 

Abba Gadaa is believed to have a great place both in Horaa Bisiil and Horaa Arsadee. 

The blessing and cursing of Abba Gadaa are believed to be effective in the society. They 

are considered as great ritual leader and main actors in the ceremony. Abba Gadaa only 

shows up either in the eve or on the main day of lrreecha ceremony unlike other 

participants of the ceremony. In Horaa Bisiil some of the Abba Gadaas come to the place 

at the eve of lrreecha ceremony. Where as, in Horaa Arsadee, Abba Gadaa come to the 

ceremony on the main ceremony only. According to Sidaa Badhaso, Abba Gadaa comes 

to the ceremony having a Grass, Chira (flywhisk), and wearing beautiful traditional 

clothes. If it is power transfer, the recipients of the authority make psychological 
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preparation to aU lllinister for the next eight years . .1" Thi s is done on the day before the 

eve and the eve it se lf. 

In the case of I/oroa IJisiil, Abba Gadaa come in the eve night surrounded by yo un gsters 

und blesses the people by sprinkling Water on them. Abba Gadaas transfer a message 

and advice the community to love and respect their culture and keep or transfer this 

uni que indi genolls Oromo ritual ceremony for the coming generation. At the end, they go 

back home surrounded by yo ungsters. This is not observed at the Horaa Arsadee. 

5.2 The main day of b'reecl,a 

5.2.1 The role played by Women 

On the mai n day of frreecila ritual ceremony, in both places women begin to take what 

the y have been preparing to the Odaa (sycamore tree) . They are colo rfully dressed and 

have Siiqqee (thin women stick) on their hand. Especially Qalluu holder Women or the 

Qa ll itti in most cases hold Butter in Qaabe (traditional Butter container) one hand and 

fresh Grass on other hand and go to the celebration site. 

The women who have the spirit do not take a food at all , till the praying is done and the 

spirit commllni cates the people wi th Waaqa (God) through these Women. another point 

concerni ng the women who have the Qaallu spirit is that they start giving the sacri fices in 

different directions. They throw the Bread, the Grains in different direc tions and also 

splash the Farsoo (local beer), Itittu (yogurt), and Araqee (traditional destiled alcohol) in 

di ffe rent di rect ions. In addition Qalluu holder women or Qallitti sprinkle perfume to the 

other participant of the ceremony. 

" Sid •• l3adhso. 
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Figure 5.5 Qalluu holder Women spraying perfume onto other participant of the ceremony. 

The participants are not allowed to take any thing from the sacrifice food and drink 

before the Qaallu spirits do this praying. The women who have a Qaallu spirit sprinkle a 

perfume around the lake where the praying is done and smell to the participants of the 

ceremony. 

Figure 5.6 Qalulu holder woman sacrifice perfome near the Hora (lake) 

The women who have Qaallu spirit are considered as the main actors for the activities 

under the Odaa tree. The women hold Umbrella colored with green, yellow and red, their 

clothes are very attractive. They hold a special kind of Grass called Coqorsa meaning 

Grass indicator of fertility and Siiqee (thin women stick) and go around the Odaa tree. 

They sing for the spirit and being in the mood of it, moving violently by it and put the 
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Butter on the tree. The other women who do not have a Qa/luu spirit, holding their grass, 

immerse in the lake and sprinkle to their face then take blesses from Elders finally, go 

back humt:. 

Figure 5. 7 Qa/luu Women singing and wandering the Odaa tree. 

The other important thing on this day is that it is usually believed that new women who 

have not had spirit of Qaallu might get it if their mother had spirits and die having handed 

down to them. Women who get new spirit of Qaallu are identified to be shouting too 

much, mooring their heads violently here and there and so forth. All these activities of 

Women who have Qaallu spirit are common both in Horaa Bisiil and Hora Arsadee. 

On the other hand, Women believe that they would get good chance on this celebration. 

Especially, barren Women immerse their breasts in the Water for they believe it would 

fertile their womb. For instance, one of my informants, Addee Dirribe Dhaba, told me 

that she did not have any child for nine years after she got married. But, four years a go 

she came to Horaa Arsadee and immersed her Breast in the lake where praying is done 

and prayed that Waaqa (creator) would give her a child. After a year she gave birth to a 

child and now the boy is three years old. Addee Dirribe said that she had given birth to 
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other two childrcn ancr th is and her ri ches is increas ing. 40 She beli evcs that th is is the 

bless ing or Wow/a (God) . On figure 16 Adde Dirri be wandering is the Ouaa tree wi th her 

child to the le n ofa Woman holding an Umbrella. Although, the above example is taken 

I'rom /10 1"1111 ;/rsllriee, thi s tradition is common in /loran lIisii/ too . 

The acti vi ti es of Women are the same in both places. But, sacrifices present ed to the 

spirit such as, the Butter, the Bread, and the Liquor and so forth are covered by curtail all 

arollnd in the case of [-{oraa Bisiil. They believe that they are trying to hide the secrets. Tn 

the case of /lor(/a ;/rsadee the sacrifices are len open in front of the Odaa (sycamore 

tree) and the people leave. In general, on' this day, womcn (mothers) wish good f0l'their 

people, children, country and every thing. 

5.2.2 The role played by the Children 

Children bel low 15 (fifteen) years in general have great role in this ceremony. Children 

whose mothers do not have Qallllll spiri t go to the Hora and sprinkle water to their face 

by using frcsh grass and daisy. On the other hand those whose mother has Qallllll spirit 

show respect for their parents on this day by carrying the sacrifices prepared for the 

Qaal lu spirit. They have to take a great care not to take a food prepared for sacrifi ce for it 

is believed that unless the Women with Qaallu spirit throw the sacrifice to the spirit, it is 

impossib le to eat for them. If in case they do eat, they could suffer from di fferent 

sicknesses like diarrhea, headache and even death may follow . As part of the community 

they immerse the fresh grass and daisy in the lake and sprinkle to their face, 

" Interview with Dirribe Dhabaa September 20 I 0 at Bishoftu town. 
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Figure 5.8 lillie Girls immerse grass in the lake and sprinkle water to their face. 

The other thing children do in this ceremony is, making groups like on the eve and play 

different traditional songs and dances till the praying is finished and eating get started. 

Having eaten and received blessing from the fathers and elders, children take different 

materials that they have brought to the celebration place. They don't leave any thing 

there. They take holy water from the lake for they believe it is good when they get ill and 

so on. These things are common in both Horaa Arsadee and Horaa Bisiil. 

5.2.3 The role played by the Youngsters 

Youngsters who are generally above 15 (fifteen) years are also active participants ofthis 

ceremony. They come to the celebration place getting dressed of colorful traditional 

clothes such as shoes made from hides, trousers made from cotton and also scarf clothes 

made from cotton. 
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Figure 5.9 Youngsters come from different area to attend the ceremony. 

They have the special kind of Grass called Coqorsa and flower called Kelloo (daisy) on 

one hand, and special stick called BokkuU41 They come singing in group the song of 

Gadaa year. Like this, hayyee hoo Gadaa Birmaji qufaa hoo meaning the Gadaa Birmaji 

is indicator of satisfaction. According to my informant, Caala Fayyisa, Irreecha give 

them strength. According to him, youngsters say that "Irreechi irree Koo ti" meanmg 

Irreecha is my strengthening.42 

41 Speciallcind stick (scepter). Indicator of authority most of the time Abba Gadaas hold it. 
42 lnterview with Caala Fayyisa October 20 I 0 at Ijajji town. 
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Figure 5.10 Youngsters singing 

Youngsters are advised by elders for it is believed that they will inherit and serve Waaqa. 

They get recognition from elders and begin to be involved in different activities. 

According to Caala Fayyisa, in Horaa Bisiil, a Youngster starts to involve in different 

activities done by his Gadaa father such as traditional court Guries), reconciliation and so 

on.43 This is also observed in Horaa Arsadee. In general, having fmished the praying and 

blessing, they go back to their homes following their fathers playing traditional songs. 

This is common in both places. 

S.2.4 The role played by elder girls 

It is well-known that gil'is have great role in domestic chores and works in Ethiopia. This 

is partfciiliii1y ti'ue in Oromia region. Girls take responsibility of their House and help 

parents in a great deal. I try to discus bellow the role of elder Girls on the main day of 

lrreecha ritual ceremony in both places. 

43 Caala Fayyisa 
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In the case of Horaa Bisiil elder girls play pivotal role in the celebration of lrreecha. 

TIley come to the celebration place getting dressed of different colorful clothes of 

different Oromo groups. For instance, if the decent of a girl is from Harar Oromo, she 

will look dressed of Harar traditional clothes and so forth. An elder girl is too busy 

especially if her mother has a Qalluu spirit. In the case of Horaa Bisiil, Young girls help 

their Mothers (Qaallu holders) by presenting the incense, the food and the drink sacrifices 

in front of the Odaa (sycamore tree). It is also believed that if a young girl is Orphan or 

got her mother died, the Qaallu spirit passes down to her from her mother. 

On the main day of the ceremony, these young girls come to the celebration place 

chanting different songs that signify the greatness of Waaqa (creator or God) for they 

believe he has given them the land, the sky, the river and so on. Any young girl in Horaa 

Bisiil is expected to serve her mother (spirit holder) in the Odaa. She has to make coffee 

and present the sacrifices to the Qaallu spirit which is believed to reside in her Mother. 

Figure 5.11 Young girl put the grass in the lake the case of Horaa Arsadee. 
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Unlike in the case of Homa Bisiil, in Homa ilrs(/(Iee, yo ung girls are not active 
participants of the lrreecha ceremony. They don't ll su;'ill y serve their mothers praying in 
the mood of the spirit under the Odaa tree. Rather, littl e girls under 15 fiftcen years are 
seen acti vely involving in this ceremony. They present d ifferent food and drink sacrifices 
such as FuJfa/o (minced injera) , Caccabsa (a piece of Bread mixed with butter) , Qori 
(roosted surgom mixed with butter), bread, mead, Farsoo (loca l beer) and Hitto (yogUIi) 
to the Qaallu spirit which is believed to be residing in their mother or grand mothers. 
Where as, in lIoma Bisiillittle girls are chant and sing about the ceremony for they are 
not old enough to serve the spirit. This is the difference in the two celebration sites. 

S.2 .5 The role played by Elders 

Elders have great roles in the Ethiopia community. They are highly represented or 
respected section of the society. They are involved in different social issues such as 
reconciliati on, marriage deals and many other tasks. The place of elders in lrreecha 
ceremony is also decisive. They prepare Oxen to be slanted as sacrifices for the Woaqa 
(God) on the main day. They welcome different Abba Gadaas coming from di fferent 
areas and so forth. This is common in both Homa IIrsadee and Homa Bisii/. They 
slaughter the Bull and splash the blood under the Odaa tree. They do the cooking and 
fumes and smokes are believed to extend to the Waaqa (God) or creator. This practice 
ex ists in both places. The striking difference in the color of the Bulls slanted in the two 
places important to note .. 

On the main day of the ceremony elders come to lake holding fresh grass, dai sy and 
traditional stick . As one part of the society, elders pray, thank and pray Wallqa by 
immersing Coqorsa and Kelloo in the lake and sprinkle to their face. 
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Figure 5.12 Elders holding grass, flower and wearing traditional cloth on the w£ry to the 

lake. 

As I have tried to mention above in the case of Horaa Arsadee the bull to slant is always 

Korma Gurracha, meaning black bull. The reason is that believe the first person who is 

believed to have presented the sacrifice in this place (Bishoftu) at Horaa slanted a black 

Bull. According to my informant, Abba Gadaa Takala Badbaso, the first person is 

Arsade. Since then, the area is called Horaa-Arsadee. This has became an example for 

that. The place of the praying is named Horaa Arsade' (Lake of Arsade).44 

Generally speaking, in the case of Horaa Bisiil, the color of the bull slanted could be any. 

In both cases, the elders bring fresh Grass Coqorsa45 (indicator of fertility), Kelloo46 

(Flowers) and so fOlth. Having got the blessings of Abba Gadaas, they go back to their 

homes. All these sections of the society, however, are only active participants of the 

44 Interview with Takkala Badhasoo September 20 I 0 at Bishoftu town. 
45 Coqorsa is a kind of grass. It is indicator if fertility in the case of Irreecha ceremony. 
" Kelloo is a daisy. It is indicator of hope and New Year. 
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ccr~mon y not ma in actors. The main actors of the Irreec/w cercmony will bc disc ussed as 

lo ll llW. 

5.2.6 The role played by Abba Gatlaa 

IIhI}(/a Gm/ans are the most respected and honored trad itional leadcr of the Oromo 

peoplc. Thcy act as lawgivers, judges, and leadcrs. Thcy are thought to bless or curse 

what they believe to be good or ev il in the soc iety respectively. They are also the main 

actors in the Irreecha ceremony. They are dressed tradi ti onal clothes holding nywhisk 

(Chira) and spec ial stick called Bokkllll (indicator o f aut hority) and allend the cercmony 

and they are given honored places in the ceremony. 

Abba Gat/aas come to the celebration site surrounded by youngsters and chi ldren and 

may be other people. They chant a song 'Hoo ... Ga le IIbban sera dhllle', meaning 'come 

father of law' 'come father of law'. They are considered as a very honorcd like 

bridcgroom in both places. In Homa Bisiil, they chant spec ial song if incase the tim e is a 

year of power transfer to new Abba Gadaa. For instance, thi s year, Birmaji Abba Gadaa 

trans fers his power to Robale. The power giver (t he Abba Gadan who has been 

administcring and Icavi ng now) says: Hoo Darara (take nower or honey), Hoo Qoori 

(take a roosted grain mi xed with Buller), Hoo Caccabsa (take a piece of bread mixed with 

Bullcr), Hoo It ill u (take a yogurt). The recipient of the power (the new Abba Gadaa) 

says: Mec Darara (give me the nower or honey), Mee Qoori (give me the roosted grain 

mixed with Bullcr), Mee Caccabsa (give me a piece of bread mi xed w ith Butter) and Mee 

Itilluu (give me yogurt) . Then they shake each others hands and noti fy the offici al 

dcmocratic power transfer to the new Abba Gadaas for the next 8 (eight) years in front of 

the peoplc. This is in the case of Horaa Bisiil. 

In the case of /-lama Arsadee, the power transfer is similar w ith Horaa Bisiil. First the 

Abba Gm/aa nominates the new Abba Gadaa and give the authority in front of the 

people. After these ceremonies, they bless the people and express good wishes to the 

pcople and thc country and then, curse any evi l thi ng. They believe that the God is able to 

punish those who go beyond hi s limits of what is morally, socially or legall y acceptable. 
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Evans-pritchard (1969) asserts that God is conceived of not only as a creator of but also 

as a guardian of social order who punished transgressions, which are breaches of 

interdictions which serve to maintain the social order. 

Figure 5.13 Abba Gadaa Agaa Xanxano blessing participant a/the ceremony holding his 

Bokkuu (special kind o/stick indicator 0/ authority). 

Finally, the Abba Gadaas-go· back home;-When--they-go-back-home;-they-are-surrounded 

by the Youngsters, Elders, Children and so forth. They also.J;hJillLa song like this: 

Biyya ambayyoo yaa raaba ' it is your land children' 

Biyya ambayyoo ' it is your land ' 

Gadaa galle yaraba 'you left Gadaa the children' 
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lJiYl'a all/!Jayyoo ' it is your land ' 

Cuciaa glUtlle lIaga/ale yaa raba ' Don't ask me you are the 

one who lost Caciaa' 

Biyya ambayyoo 'it is your land' 

The main content of the above song is 'Children you lert Caciaa' this is common in both 

!-lori/a Bisiil and !-Ioma Arsadee. This is to encourage children to bc eager for their 

cultu re and to preserve it for the future. Generall y, Abba Cae/aas are the most honored 

members of the Oromo people. The traditional democratic power transfer is done by 

them. Any decis ion given by Abba Cadaa is highly respected and acceptab le. 

5,3, After lrreecha Ritual Celebration 

Some common features are observed in both places (Horaa Arsadee and Hor{t([ BisiiT). 

Arter the ceremony of l rreecha, especially for one week, people who come from far 

places may attend the ceremony, the frreecha ritual ccremony continues for the whole 

week. 

An info rm ant at !-Ioraa Arsadee, Abba Cae/aa Agaa Xanxano said irthe ceremony was 

held on mountain it would last for two or more weeks so as to implore Waaqa, hold ing 

fresh Grass , to send a rain because it is a bad time. "All hills and mountains are the places 

of sacri rice and prayi ng, since they are nearer to the sky, nearer to Waaqa" . (Bartels 

1983 :66) 

5,3,1 The role played by Elder Women, Men and C hildren 

In both Iloraa Bisiil and Homa Arsadee one of the common things after the ritual 

ceremon y is a women or girl who received the spirit of Qaalluu from her Mother or grand 

Mother is recommended to pray the who le week. Children between (9-15 years) play 

traditional songs wondering vi ll ages holding a specia l kind of wild nower called Kelloo 

(daisy). Elder Men pray in thi s week for their crop and Children. Women also do praying. 

They do this pray especially for their cattle to be multiplied. They do a spec ial ceremony. 
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Thi s is ca ll cd '!llelee'. They put a Kind of string known as eaaeeuu in their neck for this 

pray. lt is donc only by women. 

5.3.2 The role played by Young Male and Female 

This week is uniquc for the young males. They pray Waaqa even after the malll day. 

They believe that after Irreeeha within a couple of weeks Waaqa answers their prayers 

soon. As one informant, Chaala Feyyisa said, 'Waaqa is ncar' so that he would answer 

prayers soon. This is common both in Homa Arsailre and Homa Bisiil though the 

number is lesser in the case of Horaa Bisiil. This week's pray is mainly attended by 

people who couldn't arrive at the ceremony of the main day such as people with 

disabilities, who live far areas and so forth. The number of young girls after the ceremony 

of Irreeclw is less. This is common in both cases. Now let us tum our attention to the 

socia l role of Irreecha ritual ceremony. 

5.4 The Social Roles of lrreec/w 

Irreecha has an important role 111 reconciliation, unifying the Oromo people and 

promoting their culture, custom, belief and so on. In addition lrreeeha playa pivotal role 

in social inclus ion and social exclusion, meaning those who do good things will be 

appreciated and get acceptance in the society and who do bad are blamed and cursed. 

5.4.1 The role of Irreeeha in reconciliation 

As I have discussed at the beginning of this chapter the main actor in this ceremony is the 

Abba Gwlaa who has a role in reconciling the people in conflict. The elders act as judges 

between two conflicting parties and can pass decisions including paying of reparations by 

the offender to the victim. Anyone who refuses this is discriminated from the social 

matters. In case if some one refuses the Abba Gadaa's decree, Abba Gadaa talk to the 

participant of lrreecha ceremony. No one help thi s person during emergencies like 

accident, death, social problems and so forth. Marriage could also be impossible for this 

person. These thing force anyone to accept the decisions of Abba Gadaa without any 

hesitation . 
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GlllIla4
" can make any kind of deci sion on Irreeeha cercmony. One of the tasks of Gliula 

is Gucldifacha (adopting) or giving children for adoption for those who don't have parents 

or have poor parents. The person who takes the adopted child makes an Oath to take care 

of the child. Thi s has a significant role in strengthening the relationship and unity among 

the comnllll1ity. Any adopter who breaks this Oath is di scriminated from the societ y like 

thieves and sorcerers. In case if the adopter breaks his oath, Guula talk to the community 

in the frreeeha day and the adopter is cursed. 

The MaeCII and Tualama Oromo believe that the Irreeeha celebration day is th e time 

when Wa{/(/a come down and blesses the people. Participant of the frrl?echa ritual 

ceremony believe they belong to the same clan (group).This by itself has a significant in 

role strnghening the unity of the society (Oromo people). They say '/luti qomoo lokoo' 

meaning we are same clan, '/luuti sa/lyii tokko' meaning we are same ethnic, 'lluli illmmii 

tokko' meaning we are same linage and so forth. This is sufficient to conclude that , 

frreecha is a social institution. 

5.4.3 The role of IrreecJU/ in promoting and exchanging culture 

In the ceremony of frreeeha, Oromos coming from di fferent regions of the country are 

available. These people coming from different regions have their own dressing style, 

custom, food and different unique features. This ceremony becomes a good apportunity 

to way of exchangy their cultures, traditions and customs. It also gives them opportunity 

to promote their own cultures. In this case, it is possible to conclude that culture is 

symbolic communication. Some of its symbols, include group's skills, knowledge, 

attitudes, values, and motives. The meanings of the symbols are learned and deliberately 

perpetuated in a society through its institutions. 

In the ceremony, horse riding takes place around the Odaa Tree 8 (eight) times to indicate 

that Gac/ua power transfer comes every eight year. frreecha makes the people to feel 

responsible to keep culture for it is an asset of the community. Here, there is a 

communication between culture and society i.e., the Macea and TII/ama Oromo 

.j <J Gliula is persoll who participates in Gadaa system for more than forty years. 
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Abbn Ga(/(/(/4X curses thieves, sorcerers and their children, cattle of thieves and sorcerers, 

the land not to gi ve (offer) yield of crop. The thi eves nre al so di scriminated from social 

issues such as borrowing (Liqii); communal works (d . boo) nnd so on . A thi e f will be 

adviscd fir st before the Irreecha day and if he/she re fuses , will be revealed on the 

trreec/w day and be cursed. The Abba Gadaa curse thieves by saying: 

Kall (/Illishile siif hill g llddalill 

Kall hortee siif hill bllliill 

Kall argal£' dara twa la '/I 

Ala(/ II/((//lli ishee gllbii haa la 'u 

'let your sons and daughter not grow up' 

' let what you have should not be last long' 

'let what you have should be fruitless or valueless' 

'let disagrcelllent govern you' 

Ala(/ 1IIIIIIIIi ishee daama haa ta 'u 'let your deeds be fruitless' 

'let your words be ash' Dllbbale hill agesifatill 

To sum up , the one who did good things is blessed and gets acceptance and recognition in 

the public . Two conOicting parties (persons) reconcil e before they go to the ceremony. 

No one can celcbrate Irreecha without reconciling with the person who he did (has done) 

wrong thing. Therefoe, it is possible to conclude that Irrcccha is a good peace institution. 

5.4.2 The role of /rreecha in unity 

Irreec/w is al so important in strengthening the unity of the society. For instance, in 

!lo/'{/a Hisiil, Elders were collecting money for building of cultural center in the area. 

This helps the people to strengthen unity, preserving culture and tradition. 

RaJdc1i ff-brown (1952) in his book entitled Structure and Function in Primitive Society, 

cxplnin that ritual is an expression of unity of society and that its function is to 're-create' 

the society or the social order by reaffirming and strengthening the sentiments on which 

the social so lidarity and therefore, the social order itselfdepend. 

" Abba Gadaa is father of Gadaa or traditional leader or ritual leader. 
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GllllluH also reconci les two people who are in con ni e!. For instance, if one person kills 
from other family or relative, the Guula brings a sheep and slain it and the two persons 
shake hands to each other through the hole in the bell y of the sheep and they are bl essed . 
They are adv ised not to thin k ofrevenge at all. They make oath by saying: 

I'Vulilli Iwloo hill baJllI 'we can't revenge each other' 

Nllllli si 'llcili fira 'from onwards we are relative ' 

Nlilii si '([lIchi lokko 'from onwards we are one or same' 

)'00 lV([lilli Iwloo yalllle 'in case if we revenge ' 

KlIlI ,/lwlllle III1Jhill gllrlrlalill 'let our son and daughter not grow up ' 

KIIII g llrlrlale lIuJhin gahin 'let the grown one's be not succes ful ' 
KlIlI horree 1I11J hill bllliill 'let what we collected will not be blessed' 

In case if the two persons revenge each other the GUilla talk to the community on 
lrrc('ciw day and then they are discriminated from the soc iety like thieves and sorcerers. 

The other point regarding the role of lrreecha is , if two persons have still eonnicts and 
attend the lrreeclw ceremony, it is beli eved that their prayers will not be heard and thi s 
w ill also affect the prayers of other innocent people. Therefore, it is a must to avoid 
eon nicts before attending the Irreecha ceremony. Elders are also forced to reconcile 
conni ct ing persons or groups. If two persons come to the Irreecha ceremony with their 
conniet, elders could be blamed. So, elders reconcile connicting persons before Irreecha 
ce lebration . It is assumed that elders have the responsiblity of reconciling connicting 
people or group. 

H (illllfa is I' t: rsoll who part ic ipates in Gadaa system for more th <lll forty years, 
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There fore. it IS possible to say that Culture IS commun ication and commun ication IS 

culture. 

It is hi ghl y fo rbidden to hold sharp materials in thi s ceremony. Elders say that 'wllllli 

!faa/'{/ !fabu hall/mel/ya, waralla, loola akkasumas lIageya boressu dha', meaning sharp 

material s show (indicate) warfare and confli cts and since Irreecha is a place where 

people pray and thank to creator everyone should avoid sharp things. They be li eve that 

parti c ipate in Irreecha ritual ceremony with sharp materi al is considered as doing wrong. 

Therefore, rituals can have a more basic soc ial function in expressing, fi x ing and 

reinforcing the shared values and beliefs of the society. 

To sum up , there are different views on the time and places of [rreecha celebration. In 

Ilo/'{/a Ifrslltlee, the Irreec/w is celebrated onl y during new years. Incontrast, in I {oraa 

Bisiil, the crop should also be bloomed and ready. The ceremony on mountain is 

celebrated for special case for instance, during absence of rain and 'anger' and dry 

season. The main aim of celebration of Irreecha in both cases is to, thank and pray God . 

However, there is no reli gion call ed Irreecha rather; it is the stage to pray God (creator). 

Irreec{w playa sign ificant role in reconcili ation, unifying the people of Oromo and 

promoting their culture, custom and so on. [rreecha is a widely known ritual holy day 

among the Oromo of Macca and Tulama. It is attended by everyone w ithout 

di sc riminati on of age, sex, status and so on. Its ritual nature makes it specia l in the 

society. Altho ugh there are some differences between the two cases, things are more of 

ritual and cultural. They believe they present things to Waa!fa from the plenty o f things 

that he has given them . They believe they rece ive message from the creator, they put 

Butter on the Odaa for pray, splash perfumes slain cattle and splash the blood on the 

Odaa and a lot of other things. These examples show Irreec/w is ritual ceremon y. On the 

other hand, other activities take place in the ceremony like dancing, singing, horse riding 

as arc ind icators of culture. Hence we can conclude that Irreecha is a typical ritual and 

cult ura l ceremony. The Macca and Tulama Oromo believe that Waaqa is a creator of 

eve ry thing. puni shes the wrong doers and rewards the faithful. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

6. Conclusions and Recommendations 

6.1. Conclusions 

Man has developed his own cu lture, way of life, philosophy, belief in hi s early tenure, 

which makcs 'him different from animals. Africa can be identified wit h peculiar cu lture, 

dozens of original traditions, ways of life, custom and so forth. To state some of African 

countrics Nigcria, Eth iopia and Sudan can be mcntioned as mult -cultural and multi­

lingual coutries. 

In the past, The Oromo people had enjoyed almost a homogenous culture and shared a 

common language, history and descent. They once had a common political, legal 

inst itution and so on. As I have mention in previous chapters, though the exact timc when 

Galla(f institution started among the Oromo is not known, written sources indicare that 

during the 16'h centu ry Borana and Barrentu pract iced such egalitarian socio-political 

systcm ad ministering their society. Gadaa system governs the Ii fe of Oromo society from 

the time of birth to death. Moreover, the Gadaa system gu ided religious, social, political 

and economic life of the Oromo. It was the constitution of the society through which the 

Oromo administered, defended their territory, maintained and developed their economy. 

The general assembly for election, religious ceremony or for other purposes was held in 

laffce under thc shadc of Odaa "sycamore tree" which was traditionally believed to be 

the most "respected" and the most "sacred" tree whose shade was believed as a source of 

tranquility. Shade of the Odaa was both the central "office of government" where the 

Gall(fa asscmbly met and a sacred place for ritual practice. Thus, the sacrifices offered by 

the in coming G(fdaa classes during initiation were perfornled under the Odaa tree. 

The Oromo under the Gadaa system considered the big tree, river and mountains as 

" ho ll y arcas " and these were centers of praying and ritual practices. Beside, being the 

"c~ nt ~ r of the government" Odaa Nabee and Ollaa /Jisiii were place of sacred rituals 
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practices where the Gadaa classes assembled and offered performed sacri fices every 

eight years. Thus there was a butta ceremony every eight years w ith ritual pract ice and 

pra yi ng. People considered Waaqa as omnipotent ancl sustainer and usually ex pressed by 

prayers for material we lfare. People believed that through prayers, offerings and 

sac rifices, they wou ld get ways of contact with Waaqa . The offered sacrifices in times for 

peace, prosperity and health of the society. Thanks were given by prayers of Butta 

ceremony for what Waaqa gave them after the last Gadaa (seven years) and for Waaqa's 

helped them to attend Butta ceremonies. In broader terms, the Gadaa system was an 

ega litarian soc io-politica l organization by which the Oromo used to govern themselves 

and the system which kept the homogeneity of Oromo culture. 

M([cca and Til/ali/a groups are the major Oromo gro ups which li ved together for a log 

period of time. The two groups have indeed establi shed politico-religious centered at 

Oi/([([ Nahee50 where they stayed to getter for several years. The Macca group left Odall 

N([hee for the Til/ali/a and made an advanced to south western direction and establi shed a 

new tribal po litico-religious center at Odaa Bisii/$ I The center of Odaa Bisii/ is also 

known by other names such as; Tutte Bisiil, Kobbi Bisii l, Buddo Bisiil, Caffee Bisiil and 

Hora Bisiil. But it is widely referred to as Odaa Bisii/. The term Bisiil means a 

eOl11 fo rt able area endowed with fertile soil and covered with green plants and grasses. 

However, the name Odaa Bisiil is said to have been derived from the name of an 

individual Oromo known as Bisiil Osoole. This indi vidual was a popular and respected 

person among hi s fellow kins men and lived at the place where the Gadaa center of 

M([cca group is founded. The center was thus named after that Oromo individual who is 

said to have been li ving and developing as an early center of setlement. Literally, Odaa 

means a sycamore tree where as Odaa Bisii/means that sycamore tree grown up on the 

land owned by 13isiil. At present O<l([a Bisiil, is found in western Showa Zone I1u Galaan 

Di stri ct in a farmer's village called Titaa Maru five kilo meter from Ijajji town. It is 

bounded by Billo Boshe of Wallaga zone found beyond Gibe River in the west. Limmu 

Qarsa of .I il11ma zone in south west and sire sillase of IIIu district in north. The area is 

comfortable for settlement and rearing cattle. 

5U Ollila Nabl'l." is J Gadna site of Ttl/all/a Oromo. 
SI Odaa 13 isiil is a Gadaa site of Macca Oromo. 
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Now let turn our attention to Til/ali/a group. The Til/ali/a occupy, eastern Showa Zone of 
Oromia rcgion . They lived for centuries in eastern Showa. They use Odaa Nahee as 
(,lIdllll site :I"d 1/0/'(/11 ;1rs(ll/ee~2 as frreechll site. Tile word Arsadee is derived ('rom a 
name of a person who governed the present day Bisho llu. He was the first person who 
sacrifice black bull near Hora (lake) to stop 'anger'. From then onwards black Bulls are 
sacri ficed in the lake annually and the lake was called Hora Arsadee 'Lake of Arsadce'. 

Concerning the separati on of Macea from Tlliama , there are different views. The question 
of distance was one and the maj or factor that caused the departure of Macaa from Til/ulna 
groups. Ot/aa iJisii/, the new center of Maeea is estimated to be 262 km west of Odaa 
Nahee. Thi s mi ght have caused the Maeea groups to establi sh their own site as long as 
they could not attend the government office of Odaa Nabee owing to the distancc. The 
Macea group who initially made Odaa Bisiii a Gadaa center was the Afree. The other 
Macea group Saddacha was said to have arrived at Odaa Bisiil late completing the 
dcparture o f A/aeea from Til/ali/a. Odaa Bisii/ was a nucleus for the movement to 
requircd dircction. 

Makko Bilii was a man who instructed the Maeea to fol low Gadaa laws to perform 
rituals annuall y, slaughter Butta every eight years and also ordered them to follow "the 
way of Waaqa". According to elders, Makko Bilii's law consists of 65 articles on the 
basis of which Maeea groups were administered and which were by no means di fferent 
from Gadlla traditional laws . It was because of the problem of distance from Odaa Nabee 
that Makko Bilii made laws and confirn1ed it on the bases of Gadaa rules and regulations. 
to be follo wed by Mlleea groups 

Whcther the Oromos confront problems or pursue happiness, it is only Waaqa who is to 
bc praised, and to whom displeasures and/or resentments are directly expressed at the 
right time and at the right place. One of the right times is the Oromo season of Birraa; 
and one of the right places is at the bank ofOromo sacred water (Horaa). 

52 Hornu Arsadee is a lake or a place where Tu /allla Oromo are praying Waaqa. Or Irreecha site. 
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Both Maccu 5
.l and TU/(lIl1a 54 groups conducted Irreecha in differen't paces. It usually 

takes place at two major areas: Irreecha Tullu (lrreecllll that is perfomled on the top of a 

mountain) and Irreecha Maika (Irreecha that is performed along the river bank). 

Perfolllling Irreecha ritual ceremony on mountains and near rivers does not reveal 

believing in those natural phenomena. 

Irreecllll is a spectacular show of cultural, historical and natural beautification in their full 

glory at the height of the season. lrreecha celebration in Oromo society indicates the end 

of the dark-rainy season and the beginning of a blossom harvest season of Birraa. It is in 

Orol110 tradition to gather at the river banks, mountains tops and lakes shores to give 

thanks to the almighty Waaqa for all the blessings throughout past years and ask for 

Araaraa (Reconciliation), Nagaa (Peace) and etc. for the coming year. 

Irreecfla ceremony has a pivotal role in strengthening the unity of the people, promoting 

and exchanging cultures among the society, forcing elders to keep peace in the 

community. In addition, Irreecha makes a person ruled by social laws (customery laws) 

for any problem and conflict. Social rules have big role in solving them. Therefore. social 

rules are confirmed in the Irreecfla stage among Macca and Tulama of Oro mo. 

There are some similarity and difference between Irreecha celebrated among Macca at 

lIarl/a Bisiil and Tliiall/a that of celebrated at Haraa Arsadee. The main difference in the 

two Irreecllll places, in the number of people who participate in the ceremony. In !lama 

Arsac/ee the number of people who attend the ceremony can be counted in millions. 

Where as, only few people attend the Haraa Bisiil ceremony. Elders say that all Macca 

Oromos used to celebrate Irreecha in Haraa Bisiil in the past. But through time this has 

became very weak and the number of people celebrating Irreecha at Haraa Bisiil has 

constantly dwindled. 

The length of time or celebration is another point of di fference between the two Irreecha 

places. At /laraa Arsac/ee Irreecfla is celebrated for five consecutive weeks but at lTaraa 

Bisiil only for three weeks. The participation of girls in the Irreecha ceremony is another 

5-' Macca is one Oromo tribe live to the south and south western part of Oromia. 
~.j 1',,1(/1110 is one of the Oromo tribe live to the eastern part of Oromia. 
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difference between /-Ioraa Bisii! and /-lama Ars{/dec. Young Girls are ve ry active and 
eager in the case of !-lama Bisii! to serve the Qallllll. This however is weak in the case of 
IIu/"{/{/ Arscu/ee. 

When we come to the common features of irreecha in the two places, in both places 
(Horaa Aarsadee and /-lama Bisii!) everyone (from children to elders) is a participant in 
the frreech{/ ceremony. This ceremony is not left for a particular group such as children, 
youth, or Elders. It is equally celebrated by every secti on of the society. Any participant 
begs God for the well being of not only hi·mlher self but also for other people as well as 
every creature in the world. 

On the ritual ceremony of irreeci1a, following the bless ing and praying of a ritual leader, 
people pray to and ask Waaqa what they wished to get though the content varicd. 
However, the prayer were usually aimed at prosperity i.e., to have many cattle, health and 
to get a child . For instance, a sterile woman usually asks to get children. Th is is common 
in both cases. These are some of similarities and di fferences in Irreecha ceremony of 
both places. 

r or many M(/cea and TII/alll{/ Oromo, lrreecha is a special day of prayer, thanksg ivings 
and so forth. In addition, it is a ritual that has been transferred from generation to 
gencration. As mentioned in the previous chapters, the Irreecha ritual ceremony is 
celebrated in different parts of Oromia regions. The Irreecha celebrated in Homa 
Arsaclee and !-Iorcia Bisiil, with the exceptions of some differences, are similar in man y 
aspccts. The main aim of the ceremony of lrreecha in both places is to pray and thank 
W{/{/'!{/. But now days, the frreecha ceremony at !-Iora(/ Arsadee has became an annual 
festival of splended size where people different religion and age group gather not only to 
pray and give thanks to almighty Waaqa, but also to express their cultural so lidarity and 
relax. 

As mentioned in chapters one, the objective of this study is, to document the lrreecha and 
pass it down to the next generation. As many scholars agreed a given culture should be 
documentcd not onl y when it is endangered or on the verge of extinction, it should also 
be docllmented as it is in normal state for it could well be influenced by other cultures 
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and by Glubalization. In a globalizating world, the traditionalmalerials, cos tumes and so 

on could be inluenced and the culture could lose its original flavor. It is therefore, 

important to documentlrreecha as it is in normal state or to capture its aut hentic features 

before it is blured because of mixing and blending. Now, Let me pass to the things that I 

have observed when I was in the field and think should be improved. 

6.2 Recommendations 

In Hora Arsade when compare with the participant of the ceremnoy there is no security. 

This wi ll have negative effect in the tourism attraction of the ceremony. If this thing 

continues foreign and domestic touri st will not come to the ceremony and this will hurt 

the tourism sector in general. The other thing is that the Music concert which is held on 

that day near Hora Arsade contradicts with the objecti ve of the ceremony. The frreecha 

ceremony is primarily ritual in which the people communicate with God. Therefore, 

Music concert is incomparable w ith the objective (ritual) of the Jrreecha ceremony. 

Therefore, all concerned bodies have responsibility to CO ITect this. 

The other thing I wou ld like to recommend is that it is necessary to avoid reflection of 

different political views in the lrreecha ceremony for lrreecha is primaril y a ritual 

ccrcmony. And a political figure or authority of the stale should not make a speech in the 

ceremony for only Abba Gadaas are responsible to lead the ceremony. This is common 

problems in both places. The other thing I would like to recommend is the administration 

of Bishoftu town should anange an exhibition about the ceremony and co llect income 

from the ex hibition. This would help in construction o f di fferent infrastructures. Because, 

the number of people visiting the area are numerous. The income that could be injected to 

the economy is not the least. 

The traditional costume should also be kept well. In recent time different modifications 

have been observed. This through time may result in the total extinction of the original 

traditi on. As man y scholars agreed Culture is not inert to change, but hast y modi fication 

through intervention wo uld vio lete comulativeness of culture, knowledge, experience, 

beliefs and values. For a culture to endure, it has to be left free to a normal process of 
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development. Altemt to modify and manipu late it at need wo uld di sort its o ri g inal 

cssence. 

Gc ncral y speaking, the ceremony of Irreecha held in f-fama Bisiil and Ilaraa Bisiil has a 

great role in promoting the culture, belief system, tradit ion, and history o f MocC{{ and 

Tliiall/o Oromos. Though thi s ritual ceremon y has its own origin, it has come down to 

thi s genera ti on and thi s generation has a respons ibi lit y o f keeping it and pass ing it to the 

next generation. It is assumed that any ritual ceremony is important for the soc iety and 

should be kept. Irreecha means literary thanks giv ing to the Waaqo or thc creator of the 

uni ve rse th rough cultural practices. Irreecho ceremony contains in its ritual , cultural and 

phi losophica l world views which admire the miraculous spiritual powers o f Waoqo and 

co-jointly relates the living secret of generation. The ever greenness and producti vity of 

plants, the generation of li fe and the replacement o f the old by the new, death and 

resu rrecti on of fruits is li kened and related to the w isdom of Wooqo. 
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Appendix I 

Figure 2 Men and Women pray 

under the Odaa tree. 

Figure 4 Abba Gadaas on the way 

to participate the ceremony. 

Figure 1 Women praying 

under the Odaa 

----. ·u ... - ... ' : .. :.' • . ~. :."; ,-; ;';; ; :iinging and 

~:' .~._:._.' ::':::;; :he Odaa tree. 

Ie 

- I 



Figure 5 Participant oJthe ceremony. 

Figure 7 Participant blessed 
near the lake by elders. 
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Figure 6 Young participant 

oJthe ceremony. 

Figure 8 the Elder participant 

pouring the mead in/he lake 



Figure 9 The Elder participant sprinkling the 

water by uSingjlywhisk (Chira) to 

the participant of the ceremony. 

Figure laThe Elder participant immerse 

his Chira (flywhisk) in to the lake. 

Figure 11 Elder participant pierce his leji ears and have a ring 
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Figure 12 Ladies making 

Co.ffee under the Odaa tree. 

Figure 14 Young Girl immerse 

the Grass in the Lake. 

Figure 13 Youngsters participating 

on the ceremony. 

Figure 15 Qalluu holder Ladies 

sprinkles a perfume around the lake. 
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Figure 16 Qalluu holder Ladies pouring the Alraqee in the Lake. 

Figure 18 Youngsters singing. 

Figure 17 Foreign visitors. 
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Figure 20 Elders holding Grass, Flower 

and wear traditional cloth. 

Figure 19 Ladies on Ihe way holding 

Siiqqee backji-omthe ceremony. 

Figure 22 Abba Gadaa Agaa Xanxano blessing participant of the ceremony holding his 
Bokkuu (special kind of slick indicator of authority). 

Figure 24 my informant Bekele Sarbessa 
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Figure 23 my informant Badho Raggasa 

and Gammchu Dadhii. 

Figure 25 participants of the ceremony eat 

sacrifices after praying has gone 

under the Odaa tree. 

sprinkle water to the participant of the 

ceremony using his Chima. 

Figure 26 youngsters come from 

different area to attend the ceremony. 
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Figure 26 Qalluu holder Women sacrifice Pelfume neal' the Hora (lake) 

Figure 27 little Girls immerse the Grass in the lake and sprinkle waleI' to their face . 

FIGURE 28 Qalluu holder Women sprinkle perfume to other participant of the 
ceremony. 
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Appendix II 

Age Plaee of interview Date of interview 

Naille 

Abba gadaa Agaa 82 Odaa Nabeel 03109120 10 
Xaanxano (Guula) Bushoflul 

Abba Gadaa Badhoo 78 Odaa Nabeel 03/09/2 010 
Raggasa Bushoflul 

Abba Gadaa Dorsis 86 Odaa Nabeel 03/09120 10 
Dhugul11 a (Guula) Bushoftul 

Abba Gadaa 72 Odaa Nabeel 28/11 /2010 
Gal11l11aehu DacJhii Bushoflul 

Abba Gadaa Lagasa 70 Odaa Nabeel 03/09/2010 
Diksisa Bushoflul 

Abba Gadaa siida 86 Odaa Nabeel 03/09/20 10 
Badhaso (Guu la) Bushoflul 

Abba GadaaTakalaa 70 Odaa Bisiill fjajjiiil 07/1112010 
Dhinsaa 

Ayye leeh Liul seged 46 Odaa Nabeel 03/09/2010 
Bushoflul 

Baqaala Arm"saa 67 Odaa Bisiill fjajjiiil 28/1112010 

Bekalaa Sarbessa 79 Odaa Nabeel 03/09/2010 
Bushoflul 

Bulbulaa DacJhii 62 Odaa Nabeel 03/09/2010 
Bushoflul 

Caala fayyisa 24 Odaa Bisiilllj(ljjiiil 14/09/2010 

Cimdassaa Tiyyee 79 Odaa Bisiil/ljajjiiil 14/09/2010 

Dirribe raggasa 58 Odaa Nabeel 03/09/20 10 
Bushoflul 

Dirribi Dalllllse 62 Addis abeba 03112/20 10 
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Galaloo Tarl>lsa 60 Odao Noheel 04112120 I 0 
Busho It II I 

Gashaaw Gobanl i 23 Oelaa fJisii /lljlljjiiil 12/0 1/20 11 

Giddoo Doori 80 Oelaa Bisiill ljajjii l 14/09120 10 

I-Ia ll'wi i Talllllli ral 20 Oelaa Naheel 03/09/20 10 
Busholtul 

Ijji gll Xiyyaa 68 Odaa lJisiillljajji il 2811 1/20 10 

Lcggasa Nagawo 72 Oelaa Nabeel 03/09/2010 
Busho ltul 

Makuriyaa Badhanee 79 Oelaa Nabeel 03/09/20 10 
Bushoftul 

Milkessa Galalcha 77 Oelaa Nabeel 03/09/2 010 
Bushoftul 

Mi liku Wabsoo 88 Oelaa Nabeel 03/09/20 10 
(Guula) Bushoft ul 

MOlluullla Cilllclcsa 30 Oelaa Bisiil/ljajjiil 12/01120 11 

Qixxaala Tiyye 80 Odaa Bisiillljajj iil 2811 1/2010 

Takalaa Cillldcsa 25 Oelaa Bisiilllj ajj iii 12/01120 11 

Tar iku Ebb"a 23 Oelaa Bisiill ljajj iil 14/0912010 

Tcsrayee Ma l11ll1u ye 27 Oelaa Bisiil/ljajjiil 12/01 /2011 

Tsigcc Tadclasa 38 Odaa Nabeel 03/09/20 10 
Bushoftul 

Wandil11u Bckul11a 23 Odaa Bisii/lljajjiil 14/09/20 10 

Warqi ll aa gissilla 20 Oelaa Bisiillljajj iil 14/09/20 10 
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