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  Abstract 

The present study focused on identifying the perceived psychosocial parental characteristics of 

juvenile delinquents in Addis Ababa Remand Home. The subjects for this study were 124 

juvenile delinquents, (105 male and 19 female) between 9 of 15 years of age who were 

undergoing rehabilitation in the Remand Home. Purposive sampling techniques were used to 

select the research site and the participants.  Parenting Style Scale (PSS) was used to measure, 

parenting styles and family structures respectively. Data were analyzed by using both descriptive 

and inferential statistical methods and qualitative method for focus group discussion. One way 

ANOVA was used to identify mean differences among the variables. Pearson Product Moment 

correlation analyses were employed to see the association between the independent and 

dependent variables The result revealed that there were a statically significant difference in 

showing delinquent behavior among juveniles regarding respondent’s mothers, fathers education 

level and family structure . There was also a statistically significant mean difference in the 

overall committed crime among juvenile delinquents from different father occupation 

backgrounds. However there was no statistically significant mean difference in the overall 

committed crime among juvenile delinquents from different mother occupation backgrounds. 

There is not a statically significant relation among parenting style and family structure .The 

focus group discussion found that juvenile delinquents live with non-intact families, their parents 

low educational status, they employed privately. And Authoritative parenting style had that 

juvenile delinquency brought up and parents with a large family size are exposing factors for 

children in conflict with the law. Therefore concerned bodies should give more attention and 

design a program and implement to support families on parenting styles and preventing methods 

from delinquent behavior.  
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                                                        Chapter One 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Background of the Study 

A child is any person under the age of 18, a person who is in need of family support and 

protection. Children who are juvenile delinquents like other children need family protection and 

emotional support. At this stage of a children development, they face a variety of problems that 

arise from biological, psychological and social pressures. The existence of these various 

pressures will influence juveniles in various ways, including showing antisocial or delinquent 

behaviors that violate societal norms and rules, Hepworth, Rooney and Larsen (1992) . There are 

various risk factors that have been identified as indicators or predictors of juvenile delinquent 

behavior and those factors represent dysfunctions at several levels, specifically within the 

characteristics (the structure and socio economic backgrounds) of delinquent’s family. As stated 

by Shumaker (1997) some of the factors that cause delinquent behaviors includes inconsistent 

discipline, lack of supervision and rules in the family, poor quality of life  and lack of parent 

child attachment. 

Parenting practice is most often discipline and monitoring, lack of it contributes 

significantly to juvenile delinquency. There are relation between lack of parental monitoring, 

parental rejection, poor discipline methods and participation in delinquent and violent behavior 

for a range of populations. In the process of socializing their children, parents who employ 

overly authoritative discipline, who promote aggression and who fail to bond with children are 

actually fostering some degree of criminal activity among their offspring’s (Agnew 2006 & , 

Unnever, Cullen ).  The researcher Deschenes & Esbensen 1999 agreed that dimensions of 
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family functioning such as parental neglect, family conflict and disruption, child sexual abuse 

and parental deviance can contribute to delinquent and aggressive behavior in children and 

adolescents. On the other hand parental warmth, supervision, support and involvement help 

children cope despite challenging environments. In addition to this the presence or absence of 

role models affects juvenile delinquency and may be associated with problem-behavior, 

psychological well-being and academic engagement (Benekos & Merlo, 2009).  

Family structure is one of the factors that predict patterns of delinquent behavior. Prior 

studies shows that, it is important to notice parents play an essential role in shaping the behavior 

of children by teaching norms and values, regulating behavior, and providing emotional and 

financial support (Petts, 2009). Intact families are better equipped to provide this support to their 

children comparing with single parents, results in the wellbeing of children. In contrast, single 

parents may have less time to spend with their children, and the stress of raising a child by 

oneself may limit the support provided by a single parent. Consequently, children from single 

parents are more likely have less supervision from their parents, which may lead them to engage 

delinquent activities (Demuth & Brown, 2004).  

In addition to family structure, parental socio economic status such as parental income 

and education level also affects child’s behavior in a negative way. Children from a family that 

have economic hardship and whose parents are less educated are at the higher risk of exhibiting 

delinquent behavior than children from high income and better educated families. A research 

conducted by Uche (1994) shows that the probability of showing delinquent behavior is high 

among juveniles from low socio economic status than juveniles from high socio economic status; 

as he stated these children have no or less opportunity to follow their education in private schools 

and get economical support from their families as children from high socio economic statuses 
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(Uche, 1994) as cited in Ekpo&Ajake, (2013). Another study also revealed that there is a 

relationship between youth’s alcohol use behavior and parent’s level of education. Young 

children whose parents are less educated were involved in alcohol abusive behavior and most of 

children started drinking alcohol through the initiation of their parents Upadhyay, 2001 cited in 

Ekpo& Ajake ( in the year 2013). Though there are burgeoning reports elsewhere in the world 

and in the western countries in particular, studies in Ethiopia ascribed to juvenile societal 

segment parenthood psychosocial characteristics is limited. Thus the present study focused on 

identifying the perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents in Addis 

Ababa Remand home. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

There are various research studies are available in relation to parenting style and its 

relationship with adolescent’s academic achievement, identity formation, pro-social behavior, 

self-esteem, e.g ( Markos, 1996; Sintayehu, 1998; Yekoyealem, 2005) there looks a clear gap on 

the research area to show the perceive psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile 

delinquents in an Ethiopian Context. 

The development of both accepted and unaccepted behavior of juveniles can be 

influenced by various external factors. These factors may include the characteristics of the family 

such as family structure, family size, parental occupational status and parental level of education. 

Even though delinquent behavior is one of unaccepted behavior in the society currently, the 

number of juveniles exhibiting such behavior is increasing. The data gathered from Federal First 

Instant Court Lideta Bench Data Base shows that the rate of juvenile cases processed in juvenile 

courts for different delinquent activities such as theft, physical and sexual assault and property 



 
The perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents                                           13 

crime are increasing from year to year. According to Juvenile Delinquency FFIC Data Base 

Record in 2013, 327, in 2014,325, in 2015, 384 and in 2016, 491 and in 2017,346 juvenile 

delinquent cases have been presided only by one juvenile bench. The above data shows the youth 

communities which can play a key role for the future development of the country become a 

victim of juvenile delinquent behavior. Even though the number of juveniles exhibiting 

delinquent or antisocial behavior is increasing, according to my observation working with 

juvenile delinquents and their family (the researcher is a social worker in the Federal First Instant 

Court) the issue of juvenile delinquency is not given extensive concerns by parents and 

concerned governmental bodies. 

Juvenile courts are operating only in few benches of Addis Ababa and there is only one 

juvenile delinquents rehabilitation center in Ethiopia. As indicated above currently, the numbers 

of juvenile delinquent cases processed in juvenile courts are increasing from year to year. This 

shows many juveniles are exhibiting delinquent behaviors. Thus, since the problem of juvenile 

delinquent behavior existed and the number of juveniles showing such behavior is increasing  

The researcher assumed that perceive psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile 

delinquents such as children live in different family structures, parenting style and parental level 

of education and occupational status there are a significant difference in exhibiting delinquent 

behavior among juveniles. Thus, the present study aim to answer the following research 

questions:-  

1. What are psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents? 

2. Does delinquency behavior significantly differ based on parenting style?  

3. Is family structure significantly associated with delinquency behavior? 
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4. Does delinquency behavior significantly differ based on some demographic 

characteristics?  

1.3. Objective of the Study 

1.3.1 General Objective of the Study 

 The general objective of this study is to assess the perceived psychosocial characteristics 

of parents of juvenile delinquents in the case of Addis Ababa remand home.  

1.3.2 Specific Objective of the Study 

1. To examine the psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents. 

2. To identify the delinquency behavior difference based on parenting style. 

3. To investigate the relationship between family structure and delinquency behavior. 

4. To examine the difference in juvenile delinquent behavior based some demographic 

characteristic. 

1.4 Significance of the Study  

The study is significant as it seeks to identify and describe the parenting style and perceived 

psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents in Addis Ababa remand home. It 

will add to the knowledge base of parents of juvenile delinquents. It is hoped that Children 

Psychologists will use the study to come up with effective treatment plans of juvenile 

delinquents. In addition to it will be a baseline for other study. 

 

 

1.5 Limitation of the Study 
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The study limited on the psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents in 

Addis Ababa remand home on the date collection period. The research only investigated those 

children’s who committed and accused and found in Addis Ababa remand home. 

1.6 Operational Definition 

Perceived psychosocial parental characteristics: It refers to the juvenile delinquents 

perception of their parents’ way of handling them with respect to parental control and parental 

warmth as measured by parenting style scale (PSS); family size; the way the family organized, 

their family education level and their occupational status. 

Juvenile delinquent: - Those children who are alleged as accused of or recognized as having   

infringed penal law.  

Remand home: - Correctional institution for children who commit a crime who are found in the 

age of 9-15.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Two 
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2. Review of Related literature 

In this literature part, definitions, prevalence, theoretical and legal frameworks of 

delinquent behavior, factors contributing to juvenile delinquent behavior such as family 

structure, parental socio economic background, family size, and educational level of the family 

and parenting style will be reviewed. 

2.1 Delinquency: Overview  

The definitions of delinquent behavior given by different authors are mainly focuses on 

two perspectives this are social and legal perspectives. Thronton and Voigt (1992) defined 

juvenile delinquent behavior as behavior of young child which is against the rules and norms of 

the society including violent or aggressive behavior. On the other hand they stated that any 

activity which violets the existing laws, commit by children between seven and seventeen years 

old is considered as a legal definition of juvenile delinquent behavior (Thronton& Voigt, 1992) 

The definition given by Shoemaker (2010) indicates that juvenile delinquent behavior is 

an illegal act committed by children under the age of 18. This acts can be both criminal and 

status offence (Shoemaker, 2010) cited in Fry, 2010). There are two types of delinquent acts 

identified by Lundman, (1993) they are status offences and criminal acts. Status offences are 

applicable only for juveniles and such offences are not considered as crime if it is committed by 

adults. For example, run away from home may not be taken as crime for adults. In the case of 

criminal acts, both juveniles and adults are responsible and asked by the law for the crime they 

commit. But juveniles under the age of 17 are subjected to legal intervention for criminal acts 

that would be criminal if commit by adults (Lundman, 1993) cited in Muola, Ndung’u&Ngesa, 

2009)  
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According to behavioral approach all behavior is learned through interaction with 

external stimuli so that children will learn good or bad behavior through such conditions 

specifically, from their families. It is clear that family plays a great role for the child behavior 

both in a negative and positive way. Parents are the first role model for their children so that the 

development of both accepted and unaccepted behavior of a child mostly determined by the 

conditions of the family. Family can teach children aggressive, violent and antisocial behavior’s; 

so that children who grow up in families that follow good parenting style will have great chance 

not to show bad behaviors (Doggett, 2004) cited in Muola, Ndung’u&Ngesa, 2009). 

According to Isangedighi (1998) juvenile delinquent behavior includes a behavior which 

violates societal norms and these behaviors consist of acts and behaviors that violate the laws of 

the society (Isangedighi, 1998) cited in Ekopu  & Ajake, 2013). Antisocial or delinquent 

behaviors include delinquent activities such as robbery, assault, loitering, rape and behaviors that 

are illegal. (Onyejiaku, 1991) cited in Ekopu & Ajake 2013) 

2.2 Prevalence of juvenile delinquent behavior 

 The growing number of juvenile delinquent behavior is becoming a worldwide problem. 

The 2003 world youth report shows that since 1990’s juvenile delinquent rate began to rise all 

over the world excluding United States and juvenile arrest rate began increasing in United States 

since 1988 and in between the year 1984 to 1993 it increased by 68 percent which includes 

different delinquent activities including drug related crime, property damage, homicide, weapon 

violation and the like (Snyder, Sickmund& Poe- Yamagata, 1997).  

The United States department of justice report shows that from 1992 to 1993, the number 

of juvenile arrest those who are under the age of 15 for homicide crime increased by 24 percent. 
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In the same year the number of juvenile arrest for weapon violation have been increased by 12 

percent. In addition to this from 1990 to 1994, the number of juvenile drug arrests have been 

increased from 60,000 to over 130,000, this shows a large percent which is an increase of 117% 

in drug arrest (U.S Department of Justice, 1995). Standing from the increasing number of 

juvenile arrest and the increasing number of young population researchers stated their estimation 

that the number of juvenile arrest will increase more. For example, according to the data 

gathered by the US Center for the Study and Prevention of Violence researchers project that by 

the year 2010, juvenile arrest rates for violent delinquent behavior will more than double (Elliot, 

1994). 

According to Elliot (1994) about 5% of juvenile delinquents of each age group from ages 

12 to 17 years were classified as serious violent offenders who had engaged in three or more 

major offenses; however, most of these juvenile offenders, about 84% of them had no official 

arrests or delinquency records (Elliot, 1994). The above data shows that even though there are 

many children who are engaged in delinquent activities they may not arrested by the police. 

Standing from the above data it is not difficult to imagine the number of juvenile delinquents 

who are not arrested by the police. 

The 2003 World Youth Report shows that between the mid 1980’s and the late 1990’s the 

rate of juvenile arrest has increased by 50 percent in Western Europe. The report also stated that 

juvenile delinquency has been increased by 30 percent since 1995 in many countries of Eastern 

Europe and commonwealth of independent states. According to the report drug abuse and 

excessive alcohol use delinquent behaviors are the major activities commit by juveniles. Most of 

juveniles who are found in Asian countries exhibit delinquent. 
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behavior as the result of urbanization and nearly available in their geographical location 

from drug producing countries and drug related delinquent behavior and human trafficking are 

the most prevalent delinquent activities in those countries. Juvenile delinquent behavior is very 

much related to poverty in African countries for example, hunger, malnutrition, large number of 

unemployment are the main factors that leads juveniles to engage in delinquent activities such as 

theft, robbery, prostitution, and drug related crimes (World Youth Report, 2003).  

Some children exhibit delinquent behavior at the very early of their age and they are 

more likely engage in delinquent activities frequently than children who became delinquent later. 

A study conducted by Elliot (1994) shows that children with conduct disorder are at the higher 

risk of becoming chronic offenders. These children exhibit delinquent behavior at the early of 

their age. As he stated those children who were engaged in delinquent activities before the age of 

12 involve in delinquent activities twice than they did before between their ages of 12 to 13, and 

at their age of 16 to 19 years they reach at higher stage of engaging in criminal activities (Elliot, 

1994). 

A person may involve in delinquent activities individually or in collaboration with others. 

In the case of juveniles research finding has shown that mostly they engage in delinquent 

activities in a group. The data obtained from Russian Federation shows that the rate of juvenile 

crime is higher by three to four times than adult offenders. Children who are found in the age of 

14 involve in delinquent activities in a group and their involvement become decrease when they 

reach at the age of 17 years old (World Youth Report, 2003). 

Sex related delinquent behavior is one of the most common types of delinquent activity 

committed by juveniles. The 2006 United States Office of Juvenile Justice of Delinquency and 
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prevention report shows that 3,610 juveniles were arrested related to forcible rape crime. Among 

these delinquents majority of them were male, around 2 percent of them were female delinquents 

and 36 percent of them were found under the age of 15. In addition, OJJDP also reported that in 

2006, about 15,900 juveniles were arrested for sex related crime other than forcible rape. Among 

these 10% of them were female and 47% were under the age of 15 (U.S Office of Justice 

Juvenile Delinquency Prevention, 2006). 

According to the U.S.FBI 2002 report in USA about 1.5 million youths who are found 

under the age of 18 were arrested each year for different types of delinquent activities ranging 

from minor to serious offense. The report also mentioned, out of 1.5 million arrested youths the 

majority of them (to state in number more than 700,000) juveniles delinquents were belong to 

street gangs. Young people have become involving in different risky behaviors that affect their 

life in a negative way. For example, the United States Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention (OJJDP) report indicate that children exhibit different risky behaviors such as 

drinking alcohol and driving car without permission that will expose them of an accident, 

suicidal attempt, carrying guns, engaging in sexual activities. For example, 8 percent of juveniles 

attempted suicide, 10 percent of them had driven a car or other vehicle when they had been 

drinking alcohol, 18 percent of them has found carried weapon, and 43 percent of them had 

drunk alcohol and 53 percent of high school students engaged in sexual activities (U.S Office of 

Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention, 2006). Standing from the previous researches 

conducted in such topics it is possible to say that the increasing number of juvenile delinquent 

behavior become the major problem that affects the society as a whole. 

The number of juvenile’s involved in delinquent activities in Ethiopia is increasing. The 

1994/1995 Ethiopian Federal police commission report shows that 3,286 children who are under 
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the age of 15 were officially suspected of committing delinquent/ criminal activities and some of 

them use stealing commonly as a means of living (Bulti et al., 1996). In addition to this, the data 

obtained from FFIC showed that for the last four years children come in contact with the law as 

the result of committing different kinds of offences ranging from petty offences to serious 

offences. 

2.3 Legal framework  

Both the internationals and regional declarations about child rights shows that special 

treatment should be given for children coming in contact with the law. For example, the United 

Nations Child Rights Conventions article 37(b) states that children are protected from unlawful 

or arbitrary arrest. Similarly, article 17 of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the 

Child stated that every child found of guilty of violating penal law have the right to be treated in 

a special way that consistent with the child’s sense of dignity and worth. Ethiopia is one of the 

countries who ratified an international and regional laws regarding on rights and welfare of 

children. In line with this, the 1995 constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

article 9(4) declared that all international agreements ratified by Ethiopia are an integral law of 

the country (The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Constitution, 1995). This means all 

conventions and declarations ratified by Ethiopia are part of the law of the land.  

The rights of children are stated separately under article 36 on the constitution of the 

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. According to this article public and private welfare 

institution, courts of the law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies should give primary 

consideration for the best interest of the child in their all action. Regarding on treatment of 

children deprived of their liberty the provision stated that children should not be detained with 
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adult criminals. The 2005 revised criminal code of Ethiopia article 157 stated that age of criminal 

responsibility starts at the age of 9. Any criminal activity committed by children under the age of 

8 is not considered as crime because it is believed that children are not in the mind state of 

understanding what they are doing in that stage. Thus, juvenile delinquency is a criminal act 

committed by young children who are found between the ages of 9 to 15. These children are 

benefit in different ways due to their age when they are in conflict with the law such as their 

cases are seen in child friendly juvenile courts, the length of sentence is short and they are 

detained in rehabilitation centers separately from adults. But in the case of criminal children 

above the age of 15 they are treated as adults. However, judges have the right to mitigate the 

sentence by considering the maturity of children (Criminal Code of Ethiopia, 2005). 

2.4 Theories of Delinquency  

There are different theoretical assumptions for the causal factors of delinquent behavior. 

In this study the researchers will try to explain theories relating to family structure, parental 

style, socioeconomic and educational level status. 

2.4.1 Social structure theory  

The proponent of social structure theory believes that the root cause of juvenile and other 

delinquent behavior is not within the person themselves, but individual exhibit delinquent 

behavior as the result of external factors. According to this theory individual social 

circumstances may affect a person to show delinquent behavior. Children may easily affected by 

delinquent or criminal behavior of their families or neighbors. For example, a child who grows 

up with a family use illegal drugs he or she may choose to use such drugs and most likely they 

may break social policies related to such issues. When there is rapid social change in a society 
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the level of delinquent or criminal behavior become increase. Expansion of unemployment and 

poverty also plays a key role for the occurrence of delinquent behavior and people are involved 

in delinquent behaviors or activities in order to full fill their basic needs. Additionally, most 

juvenile’s exhibit delinquent behaviors by the influence of their peers, and urbanization is also 

the major factor stated by social structure theorists for the cause of delinquent behavior (Merton, 

1968). 

2.4.2 Theory of control and self-control 

 Theory of crime was developed by Hirschi, the main concept in this theory is individual 

exhibit criminal/delinquent behavior because of the influence of social factors. The theory gives 

more emphasis on external social factors such as bond and attachment that controls the 

individual. For example, children level of delinquent behavior is very much influenced by the 

attachment they have with non-delinquent family, friends and others (Hirschi, 1969). 

In 1990 Hirschi developed the general theory of crime in collaboration with Gottfredson. 

The general theory of crime focuses on the level of self-control that a person has, an individual 

who is capable of controlling his or her self has less probability of showing antisocial or criminal 

behavior. A person who has low self-control is prone to exhibit antisocial behavior consistently 

than individual with high self-control (Gottfredson and Hirschi, 1990). As they stated child 

rearing methods are the major factors for the occurrence of low self-control. So that parents must 

teach their children to control their self by monitoring or supervising their children, identifying 

antisocial behavior and punishing such behaviors (Gottfredson&Hirschi, 1990). 

There are four elements identified by Gottfredson and Hirschi as the major cause of low 

self-control. According to the first element of this theory a person with low self-control exhibit 
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delinquent behavior to satisfy his or her desire or wish. People with low self-control need 

immediate gratification as the result they cannot control their feelings or desires. But those who 

have high self-control are capable of controlling their desires and they can keep themselves from 

exhibiting delinquent or criminal behavior (Gottfredson & Hirschi, 1990).  

According to the second element of this theory people with low self-control lack 

diligence, tenacity and persistence in a course of action which might leads them to show 

delinquent/criminal behavior. When we see the third element of self-control theory, individuals 

with high self-control are more likely tend to be verbal, cognitive and cautious in contrast 

individual with high self-control tend to be more active, adventurous and physical 

(Gottfredson&Hirschi, 1990). As they state the benefit that obtained from criminal behavior is 

short and it significantly affects the life of the offender which requires the commitment of that 

individual such as career and family (Gottfredson and Hirschi, 1990). The fourth element of self-

control theory, people exhibit antisocial behavior due to lack of empathy for others feelings, but 

even though an individual with low self-control tend to be has no empathy for others feeling it 

does not mean that he or she usually has such kind of emotion. Sometimes people with low self-

control show their kindness to get reward is cruel usually with this feeling of apathy and carless 

for others feeling (Gottfredson and Hirschi, 1990). 

2.5 Factors contributing to delinquent behavior  

There are different factors that can be mentioned for the causes of juvenile delinquent 

behavior. Researchers also identified various contributing factors in different times for juvenile 

delinquent behavior; this includes external factors such as familial, environmental and social 

problems. In this literature part under the topic of factors contributing to delinquent behavior 
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some of the contributing factors such as family structure, parental socio economic status and 

family size are discussed. 

2.5.1 Family structure and juvenile delinquent behavior 

 Family is the foundation for the overall development of a child including behavior. The 

formation or organization of a family will affect the child’s behavior either in a positive or 

negative manner. Many researchers have found that the structure of family is one of the major 

contributing factors that cause of juvenile delinquent behavior. Most children from broken 

homes are at the greater risk of showing delinquent behaviors than children who are living with 

their parents. According to U.S department of justice national report, 5 % of juveniles who are 

found under the age of 17 and lives with their both biological parents reported lower prevalence 

of delinquent behavior compared than juveniles who are living with other family types (Synder, 

Syckmund, 1995). 

A Meta-analysis research conducted on 106 juvenile offenders who were living in three 

penitentiary centers of Eastern Turkey shows that family disruption and educational level of 

parents found as the major factor of juvenile delinquent behavior (Isir, Tokdemir, Küçüker, and 

Dulger, 2009) cited in Muola, Ndung’u&Ngesa 2009).Many comparative studies conducted 

between children who lived with one parent and both parent shows that, there is a significant 

difference between children who are raised in one parent and raised by two parents. Those 

children who are growing with their both biological parents get better supervision and 

observation from their parents than children who lived with one parents. According to this study, 

children from single parent family may not get equal opportunity tobe supervised and get 
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attention as those children who live with both parents due to the absence of one parent 

(Muehlenberg, 2002; Popenoe, 1997; Wright & Wright, 1994). 

Even though the present study focuses on the influence of family characteristics such as 

family structure, parental occupational status, parental education and family size on juvenile 

delinquent behavior it is important to mention that family process has its own impact on 

juveniles in showing delinquent behavior. Researchers have found that the condition or the way 

that one family operates very much influence juveniles behavior. As just like stated by Esmaeili, 

Yaaco and Juhari, parent-child relationship, post-divorce parental conflict and maternal distress 

has a significant relationship with delinquent behavior. This means children who have warm and 

close relationship with their parents specifically with their mothers has low chance to exhibit 

delinquent behaviors (Esmaeili, Yaacob&Juhari, 2013) 

Single parenting is a family type that children lives with one parent either mother or 

father. There are many factors that can be mentioned for the cause of single parenting such as 

death of one parent, divorce or separation and having a child out of marriage. Among the above 

factors, the increasing number of divorce rate becomes the major contributing factors for the 

occurrence of single parenthood. Researchers have found that the number of divorced couples 

become increasing alarmingly due to this reason many children experience divorce and become 

the victim of its negative consequence. As stated by Amato (2005) nearly one million children 

experience divorce every year, and about 40% of all children with married parents will 

experience divorce before reaching adulthood. As the result of high rate of marital disruption, 

many children will reside in single parent households usually with their mother’s (Amato, 2005). 
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Children from divorced or separated families are at the higher risk of experiencing 

different kind of problems as the result of their parent’s separation. In the first place those 

children have no chance to live with their both parents after divorce and these may result a 

variety of behavioral problems. According to Ambert (2009) children who pass in the process of 

divorce are more likely exhibit behavioral problems such as aggressiveness, hostility, fighting 

and become delinquents (Ambert, 2009). 

 After parent’s separation or divorce children will obligate to stay with their father or 

mother. As stated above many children have high probability to live in female headed single 

parent family. The 2000 United States Census Bureau report shows that about 27% of children 

under the age of 18 live in single parent households among these households 85% is taken by 

single mothers (United States Census Bureau, 2000). Being a single parent has its own 

disadvantage in the process of raising children. Single parents are stressed as the result of 

financial problem, the quality of life they live, having a burden in controlling every household 

issues and the like. All this factors may have negative impact on the behavior of their children. A 

research finding has shown that single parenthood is associated with juvenile delinquent 

behavior and children from single parent 10 to 15 % will have a chance to exhibit delinquent 

behavior (Wells & Rankin, 1991). 

Research has consistently identified that living in a single parent household as the major 

predictors that lead juveniles to exhibit delinquent behavior (Wells & Rankin, 1991; Mandura 

and Murray, 2006; Amato, 2005; Wu, 1996). There are some explanations given by researchers 

for the prevalence of delinquent behavior among juveniles live with single parent families than 

other family types. Children from intact homes will have high probability to get parental 

supervision and monitoring. On the other hand, single parenthood increases the probability of 
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delinquent behavior and victimization as the result of one less person to supervise and monitor 

children behavior (Wright & Wright, 1994). These problems magnify on single mothers and 

juveniles who live with single mothers show antisocial or delinquent behaviors than children 

who live with single fathers. They also state some explanation for this problem including the 

time and attention that single mothers give for their children. Single mothers spend less time to 

monitor their children and use less effective techniques to discipline their children comparing 

than to single fathers (Simons, Simons & Wallace, 2004). 

Those children who live with one parent are more likely to report violent victimization 

than intact ones. For example, as stated by Lauritsen (2003) out of one thousand children who 

are living with single parents 60 percent of them reported at least one violent victimization 

within 6 month but with the same number of children from intact homes 40 percent of them 

reported violent victimization. According to the study adolescents from single parent families 

have more chance to become violent than those who lives with intact families (Lauritsen, 2003). 

Living in a house headed by single parent may not be the only reason by itself for 

juvenile’s behavioral problem. But there are other factors on such family structure which affects 

the child’s behavior in a negative manner. Single parents give more attention and priority to 

fulfill the needs of their children rather than monitoring and disciplining them. In addition, they 

also have a burden and become more responsible for every household issue than they had before. 

As the result they find their children with different behavioral problems including exhibiting 

delinquent behavior. A study conducted by Millar and Ridge (2001) indicate that single parent 

families are at a higher risk of poverty than couple families, they lose the financial support from 

the absent parent and more likely they become stressed about raising children; on average single 

mothers have poorer health than couple mothers (Miller & Ridge, 2001). 
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2.5.2 Parental Socio-Economic status and juvenile delinquent behavior  

Many people living in developing countries particularly, in Africa face challenges related 

to having poor socio economic back ground. Living in such condition may aggravate economic 

and social problems including delinquent behavior. The demographic characteristic of juvenile’s 

family is one of the contributing factors that lead them to exhibit delinquent behavior identified 

by researchers. The income, education and occupational level of parents affect juvenile’s 

behavior both in positive and negative way. Juveniles from families who have low educational 

back ground and income level are at the greater risk of exhibiting antisocial or delinquent 

behavior (Lotz, Poole &Regoli, 1985; Helms and Turner, 1981) cited in Muola, 

Ndung’u&Ngesa, 2009) 

A study conducted by Xiong (2002) on Hmong Family Processes and its impact on 

adolescents delinquent behavior, shows that children whose parents (both mother and father) 

have elementary school level of education or no education or unknown about their educational 

status had been showed delinquent behaviors than those who from better educated parents 

(Xiong, 2002). 

Research has consistently shows the association of poor parental economic background 

and delinquent behavior, According to Heck & Walsh (2000) children from low socio economic 

status showed high delinquent behavior than children from upper or middle social class. In their 

finding Heck and Walsh stated that there is a relationship between lower social class and juvenile 

delinquent behavior (Heck & Walsh, 2000). Another study conducted by Bellamy confirm that 

socio economic status has a strong association with delinquent behavior, according to this study 

children from low income level family’s display fighting behavior (Bellamy, 2009). 
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Parents those who have low economic background face challenges to fulfill their own as 

well as their children basic necessities; as the result, children frequently show antisocial 

behaviors or are involved in delinquent activities in order to fulfill their own basic needs (Moula, 

Ndung’u&Ngesa, 2009). A research conducted on 600 high school students in Calabar, Nigeria 

shows that children from poor family background exhibited delinquent behaviors than children 

from middle or upper classes (Egodi&Etim, 2013). According to the 2004 Kenyan parliament 

report, over 60 percent of the Kenyan population lives below poverty level and the income of 

this population is below one dollar per day. According to the report children from this kind of 

family (families who are living below poverty level) are more likely showed antisocial behaviors 

(The Kenyan Children Parliament, 2004) cited in Moula, Ndung’u&Ngesa, 2009). A study 

conducted by Elias (1999) shows that juveniles who came from economically deprived family 

tend to exhibit delinquent behaviors than juveniles from better economic background 

(Elias,1999). 

2.5.3 Family size and juvenile delinquent behavior  

The number of family members living in the same house may affect the livelihood of 

each family member in various ways. It is believed that there will be a difference between small 

and large size families in terms of quality of life and living situation. Some research findings has 

shown that large family size affects child’s behavior in a negative way, children from large 

family size or over crowded families are more prone to exhibit or show delinquent behaviors 

(Ngasa, 2009). 

Parents may get difficulty to give their full attention and to make the necessary or 

adequate supervision to their children in a household that a large family member are available. In 



 
The perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents                                           31 

addition to this, living in a house that number of people live will increase the probability of 

crowded situation in living arrangement and these may lead children to frustration, irritation and 

conflict including showing delinquent behavior (West & Farrington, 1973) cited in Farrington et 

al., 2001). Moreover, children who are living in families with four or more children have high 

probability of showing delinquent behavior (Wasserman &Seracini, 2001) cited in Shader 2001. 

2.5.4 Parenting Style  

Parenting style is the stable patterns of parenting behaviors and attitudes with parents 

interact and deal with their children and adolescents along with two parental dimensions: 

demandingness and responsiveness.  The claims parents make on children to become integrated 

into the family whole, by their maturity demands, supervision, disciplinary efforts and 

willingness to confront the child who disobeys is  refers as demandingness  (Baumrind, 1991).  

Responsiveness refers to the extent to which parents intentionally foster individuality, self-

regulation, and self-assertion by being attuned, supportive, and acquiescent to children’s special 

needs and demands. Baumrid used these dimensions to derive fourfold classification of parenting 

behavior that describes how parent’s reconciling the joined needs of younger children for 

nurturance and limit setting. The operational definition of these four prototypes was 

Authoritative, Authoritarian, Permissive, and Rejecting-neglecting.  
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Authoritative Parents are both demanding and responsive. They impart and supervise clear 

standards for their children conduct. They are assertive, but not intrusive or restrictive. Their 

disciplinary methods are more supportive rather than punitive. They want their children to be 

assertive, socially responsible, self-regulated and cooperative.  

Authoritarian parents are demanding and directive, but not responsive. They are obedient and 

statuses oriented, and expect their orders to be obeyed without explanation. They provide an 

orderly environment and clear set of regulations, and monitor the children’s activities carefully.  

Permissive or non-directive parents are more responsive than demanding. They are non-

traditional and lenient, do not require mature behavior; allow considerable self-regulation, and 

confrontation.  

Rejecting-neglecting parents are neither demanding nor responsive. They do not structure and 

monitor, and are not supportive, but may be actively rejecting or neglect their child rearing 

responsibility altogether call this parenting style Indifferent-Uninvolved.  These parents as 

emotionally detached, indifferent, uninvolved, or neglectful parents tend to keep their children at 

a distance (Maccoby and Martin, 1983). Children of harsh, unloving, overly critical, and 

authoritarian parents often become self-absorbed as adults. This causes irresponsibility which in 

turn can lead to violence and substance abuse (Chollar as cited in wright & wright, 1994). On 

other hand child who is raised in supportive, kind, and accepting environments tend to become 

self-aware adults who can formulate their own long-term goals and can successfully pursue 

socially and economically fulfilling lives.  

In Ethiopia different study conduct in relation to parenting style in relation to different 

psychological variable and academic performance  among them  identity formation, pro-social 

behavior, parenting style and its relationship with adolescent’s academic achievement, self-
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esteem, (e.g. Abel, 2015; Yekoyealem, 2005; Abesha, 1997; Markos, 1996; Sintayehu, 1998;). 

These studies reported the predominant parenting style in Ethiopia is an authoritative parenting 

style (Yekoyealem, 2005; Kassahun, 2005). Some of them reported that parents are authoritarian 

with their daughter, but authoritative with their sons (Seleshi&Sentayehu, 1998). 

2.5.6 Parenting and Delinquency  

Parenting practices have been shown to be very important in formative whether a young 

person becomes involved in delinquent or criminal activity (Salmelainen, 1996).  

Children who receive sufficient parental supervision are less likely to engage in criminal 

activities. Dysfunctional family settings characterized by conflict, inadequate parental control, 

weak internal linkages and combination, and premature autonomy are closely associated with 

juvenile delinquency (World Youth Report, 2003).   

Cashwell&Vacc (as cited in Ngale, 2009) indicated that families characterized by warm 

interpersonal relationships and effective parenting are less likely to have affiliation with juvenile 

offenders and of juvenile crime. Related study done by Mamari, Blum, &Tuefel-Shone (2010)  

indicated that lack of parental presence in the neglectful parenting  environment  is the major 

reason why juveniles get involve in  and delinquency.   

Using data from the National Youth Study of 1972, Weintraub and Gold (as cited in 

Salmelainen, 1996) examined whether parental supervision influences the level of self-reported 

delinquent behavior among a representative sample of 1,395 11 to 18 year old Americans. Their 

analysis indicated that there is a relationship between level of parental supervision and 

delinquency.  
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Salmelainen (1996) indicated that juvenile delinquency was associated with parenting 

styles.  Parents who showed indifference and little affection toward their children, and who often 

were unaware of their children’s whereabouts are likely to produce delinquent children. 

Konnie& Alfred (2013) inferred that parenting based on reasoning, understanding, consensus 

and trust resulted in pro-social behavior while parenting based on strict rules, force,  threat, 

verbal and physical punishments resulted in anti-social behavior. 
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Chapter Three 

3. Research Design and Methodology of the study 

3.1 Design 

This study uses mixed approach study design that was both qualitative and quantitative 

since it enables to identify the perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile 

delinquents.  

3.2. Study Area 

The Juvenile Delinquency Rehabilitation Center (JDRC) is the only detention center for 

Juveniles in Ethiopia with the main purpose of rehabilitating juveniles to become responsible 

citizens of the country. This center is found in Addis Ababa city administration, Lideta sub-city 

Woreda 10. This center was chosen because of the only center in the country for children who 

committed crime. Its unique and distinctive way of correcting juveniles who have committed 

crime which is different from the regular prison system. 

3.3. Target Population 

 The target population of this study was male and female juvenile delinquents who were 

found at the age (9-15 years.). All children in conflict with the law and whose case are seen in 

the court process.  
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3.4 Sampling Procedure 

Purposive sampling technique was used to select the research sites. Purposive sampling was also 

used to select   Focus group discussions (FGD) participants. The reason for selection of this 

bench was the availability of experienced judges and the flow of juvenile case at this bench is 

high compared to other benches. FGD were conducted in federal first instance court lideta bench 

social workers office on the court’s working day..   

3.5 Instruments 

3.5.1 Demographic Questionnaires  

To collect data demographic questioners who consists age, sex, education level, religion, 

place of birth, types of crime committed, and duration of stay in the rehabilitation center, family 

structure, family educational level and parent occupation. 

3.5.1 Parenting Style Scale (PSS) 

Parenting style scale (PSS) used to measure the parenting type which was adapted from 

the work of previous researchers. Which measure participants’ perceptions of their parent 

involvement in child rearing in terms of two dimensions (acceptance/involvement and 

control/demanding) based on median score parents classified into one of the four categories of 

parenting styles (Authoritative, Authoritarian, Indulgent and Neglectful). Theoretical model of 

parenting style is base (Maccoby and Martin 1983). Abel, (2015); Yekoyealem,( 2005),  Markos 

1996 & Lamborn(1991) used the median split method was used and the four parenting styles 

were identified as follows:  Authoritative parents are those whose children scored above or equal 

to the sample median on both acceptance/involvement and control/demanding index. 



 
The perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents                                           37 

Authoritarian parents are those whose children scored below the sample median on the 

acceptance/involvement index, but above or equal to the sample median on the 

control/demanding index.  

Permissive/indulgent parents are those whose children scored above or equal to the 

sample median on the acceptance/involvement index, but below the sample median on the 

control/demanding index. Neglectful parents are those whose children scored below the sample 

median on both acceptance/involvement and control/demanding index. For assuring the validity 

discussions were conducted with three psychologies. The reliability of the measurement were 

assured by pilot study. The pilot studies were conducted in children in conflict with the law 

whose case was seen in federal first instance court Kolfe Keraniyo bench. 

3.5.3 Focus Group Discussion Guideline 

The themes were prepared into four major categories: (1) family structure, (2) parental 

education level, (3) family occupational status and (4) parenting style. These Themes emerged 

from the questioner form and the main body of the research. 

3.6 Pilot Testing  

 A pilot study was conducted to test and improve the adapted instrument and to make sure 

that the questions are understood by the respondents and there are no problem with the wording 

or the instrument. The pilot test is also required to ensure the clarity, appropriateness and 

reliability of the study and 25 participants (22 male and 3 female) were included in the pilot 

study. Those who participated in the pilot test were excluded in the final study. Based on the 

response of the pilot group. Pilot test result showed good internal consistency among parenting 

style scale which is .85 measured by Cronbach Alpha. 
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3.7 Procedure of Data Collection  

The data collection process of the study was divided into two stages.  First the researcher 

took a letter from the School of Psychology, and notified Remand Home Addis Ababa about the 

study and got permission to collect the data. After the researcher got consent from the 

participants, and the Amharic version of the instruments were administered to the participants in 

the rehabilitation center. The data was collected in the classrooms and in the meeting hall.  

Before collecting the data the respondent got all the necessary clarification about the 

questionnaires. The researcher also helped the respondents to understand the instruction and the 

questions well. Some of the respondents had difficulty in reading the questionnaire in such case; 

the researcher helped the respondents by filling the questionnaire. There were a total of 124 

delinquents with males attributing 105 and female 19 juvenile delinquents.  

 In the Second stage, two focus group discussions were conducted. The FGD were 

conducted in first instance court lideta bench social workers office with the attendance of the 

researcher. First, the aims of the research together with the research questions were explained to 

the participants to help them understand the purpose of the study. Then, the researcher asked the 

discussion questions 

The first FGD were involved delinquents (with 6 participants) those that were in court 

process but excluded from samples who took questionnaires’ and the other discussion group was 

with stakeholders that were working with juvenile delinquents these were one judge, two polices, 

two psychologists and one lawyer which makes total of six individuals and voice recorder were 

used in the study.  
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 The purposes of the two focus groups were to bring the juvenile delinquent and 

stakeholders to share their experiences and to understand different perspectives from other 

participants. In the focus groups the basic themes that were emerging from the developed 

questioners were also discussed. 

3.8 Method of Data Analysis  

The data were analyzed using statistical package for social sciences (SPSS) version 20. 

Different statistical analyses were conducted for the following purposes.  

1. In order to summarize and describe the data, descriptive statistical procedures such as 

mean, standard deviation and percentage were computed.  

2. One way ANOVA were computed to see the juvenile delinquents behavior difference 

based on psychosocial characteristics parents of juvenile delinquents. 

3. Pearson Product Moment correlation was computed to understand the correlation among 

the variables. Alpha value of 0.05 was selected for all significant tests.   

4. Qualitative analysis was generated a number of categories, themes, and patterns from the 

data. Themes were organized by interconnectedness and patterns in the themes. After 

reducing the themes into patterns, they were developed into a story line based on the 

research questions. The themes were organized into four major categories: (1) family 

structure, (2) parental education level (3) family occupational status and (4) parenting 

style. These themes emerged from the questioner form and the main body of the 

research. 
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3.9 Ethical Consideration 

To get the center permission the school of psychology wrote a letter for the center. After 

getting the centers permission the researcher informed the concerned body the purpose of the 

study and assured the data collection procedure is based on the centers principle. Before the data 

collection is done the researcher asked the participants their willingness to participate in the 

study. After getting their willingness the researcher informed them not to write their name to 

keep the confidentiality of their participation. 
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Chapter Four 

5. Results of the Study 

 This section presents the findings of the study.  The result includes demographic 

characteristics of participants; the family structure of juvenile delinquents, parental education 

and occupation (both mother and father) and family size are indicated. 

4.1 Demographic characteristics of the participants  

As presented in the table.1 out of the total 118 participants 99 (83.9%) participants were 

males and 19 (16.1%) of them are females. The age range of the participant from 10 year to 13 

year category were 26.6% of participants and from 14 years to 17 years categories were 

75.4%participants. 

 Academic level from total participants the largest number 55.1 % of the participants were 

grade 5-8 and 36.4% of participant were in 1-4 grade categories the rest of 5.9% and 1.7% of 

participants were grade nine and haven’t education categories respectively. The other background 

information is the religion of the juvenile delinquents. Among the total participants 80.5% were 

Orthodox Christianity followers, 41.5% and 5.1% of participants were protestant and Muslim 

religion followers respectively. The majority participants were orthodox followers and smallest 

participants were Muslim religion followers  

 

 

 

 

Table 1  
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Demographic characteristics of participants of the Study Sample (N = 118) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As indicated in the table the maximum number of the participants which were 43.25% 

were born in Addis Ababa, 22.9% of participants were born in SNPP 15.3% of participants were 

CATEGORIES  FREQUENCY PERCENT 

SEX Male 99 83.9 

Female 19 16.1 

AGE 

 

10years to 13  years 29 24.6 

14 years to 17 years 89 75.4 

EDUCATIONAL 

LEVEL 

Haven’t education 

Grade 1-4 

2 

43 

1.7 

36.4 

Grade  5-8 65 55.1 

Grade  9 7 5.9 

RELIGION  Orthodox  95 80.5 

Protestant  17 14.5 

Muslim  6 5.1 

PLACE OF BIRTH  Addis Ababa 51 43.2 

Amhara 18 15.3 

SPNN 27 22.9 

Oromia 8 6.8 

Tgrian 7 5.9 

Hariri 4 3.4 

Deridew 3 2.5 

CRIMES  

COMMITTED  

Thief  61 51.7 

Physical injure 23 19.5 

Rape  7 5.9 

Homosexual  3 2.5 

Others  24 21.3 

DURATION IN THE 

REHAB CENTER  

1 month to six month  68 57.6 

7 month to 11 month  30 25.4 

1 year to 2 year  20 16.9 



 
The perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents                                           43 

born in Amhara region and 6.8% of participants were in Oromia region 5.9% of participants 

were born in Tigrian region and 3.5% and 2.3% of participants were born in Hareri and 

Diredewa Administration respectively. The largest numbers of participants which is 43.25% 

were born in Addis Ababa administration and small numbers of participants which is 2.3% were 

born in Diredewa Administration. 

 Regarding to type of crimes committed the majority number of participants which were 

51.7 % committed theft  19.5% of participants committed physical injure, 22.2 % of participants 

committed other type of crimes such as insult, crime supporter, drug and alcohol abuse. The 

remaining participants’ 5.9% and 2.3% committed rape and homosexuality crimes respectively. 

The largest numbers of participants which were 51.7% committed theft crime and the small 

numbers of participants which were 2.3 % committed homosexuality crimes 

As indicated in the above table the time participants stayed in rehabilitation center from 

one month to six months were 57.6 % of participants the other categories who stayed in the 

center from seven months to eleven months were 25.6% of participants and the maximum time 

stayed in the rehabilitation center is one year to two year is 16.5% of participants categories. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2. Family Structures, parent’s education level, parent’s occupational status  

  and family size among the Study Sample 
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Table 2   

Family Structures, parent’s education level, parent’s occupational status   

 and family size among the Study Sample 

CATEGORIES  FREQUEN

CY 

PERCENT 

FAMILY STRUCTURE                      BIOLOGICAL 

FAMILY  

                                                ONLY MOTHER 

                                                ONLY FATHER                               

                                                STEP MOTHER & 

BIOLOGICAL FATHER                                

                                                STEP FATHER BIOLOGICAL 

MOTHER 

OTHER 

47 39.8 

22 18.6 

8 6.8 

13 11.0 

11 9.3 

17 14.4 

MOTHER EDUCATIONAL LEVEL        NO WRITING AND 

READING 

                                                WRITING AND READING 

ONLY 

                                                 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

                                                 HIGH SCHOOL 

                                                 CERTIFICATE AND ABOVE 

24 20.3 

49 41.5 

21 17.8 

10 10.2 

14 11.9 

FATHER EDUCATIONAL LEVEL          NO WRITING 

AND READING 

                                                WRITING AND READING 

ONLY 

                                                 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

                                                 HIGH SCHOOL 

                                                 CERTIFICATE AND ABOVE 

20 17.8 

70 59.3 

8 6.8 

13 11.0 

6 5.1 

MOTHER’S OCCUPATION                NO OCCUPATION 

                                                 EMPLOYEE 

                                                 PRIVATE JOB 

                                                 OTHER 

19 16.1 

29 24.6 

61 51.7 

9 7.6 

FATHER’S OCCUPATION                  NO OCCUPATION 

                                                  EMPLOYEE 

                                                  PRIVATE JOB 

                                                  OTHER 

10 8.5 

41 34.7 

61 51.7 

6 5.1 

FAMILY SIZE                             TEN INDIVIDUALS 

                                                 NINE INDIVIDUALS 

                                                 EIGHT INDIVIDUALS 

                                                 SEVEN INDIVIDUALS 

                                                 SIX INDIVIDUALS 

                                                 FIVE INDIVIDUALS 

                                                 FOUR  INDIVIDUALS 

2 .8 

3 24.6 

9 10.2 

31 23.7 

20 16.9 

28 26.3 

12 7.6 
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                                                 THREE INDIVIDUALS 

                                                 TWO INDIVIDUALS 

10 2.5 

2 1.7 

 

The above table described the family structure, the participant came from, the number of 

respondents who are reported as 39.8% they were living with intact family (both biological 

mother and father), less than the number of juveniles who were living with other family types. 

Those respondents who are reported living with single mothers greater than participants who 

were living with single fathers by 22 which is about 18.6%. Similarly, participants who were 

living with stepfather and biological mother greater by 11 which are about 9.3% than 

respondents who were living with step mother and biological father and 14.4% of juveniles 

reported living with other family types (aunt, grandparents, sister and other relative and 

guardians). As the table presented the number of participants from non-intact family was much 

higher than the intact family.    

 Regarding respondent’s mothers level of education, about 41.5% of respondent’s  

mothers can write and read only which takes the largest number comparing than others 20.3% 

respondent’s mothers who cannot write and read 17.8% of them followed primary education and 

11.9% of them have certificate and above level of education. The minimum percent which is 8 

was covered by 10.2% mothers have high school level of education 

Regarding on participant’s fathers level of education, the largest percent which is about 

59.3 % was covered by those who fathers who  can write and read 17.8% than fathers who 

cannot write and read at all 11%  have high school level of education greater 6.8 follow 

elementary school the last rank 5.1% them have certificate and above level of education. 

In terms of knowing the means of income of their parents, about 51.7 % of respondent’s 

mothers work on private  24.6% of  respondents who are self-employed and  16.7% of 
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participant  mothers who have not occupation and the rest of them 7.6% participant mothers it 

includes others categories.    

Regarding on father occupational status, about 51.7 % of respondent’s mothers work on 

private  34.7% of  respondents who are self-employed and  8.5% of participant fathers who have 

not occupation and the rest of them 5.1% participant  it includes others categories.    

Moreover, those fathers who have 59.3 % were covered by those who fathers who can write and 

read 5.1% them have certificate and above level of education. 

The general size of participant’s family 26.3% participants were respondents who live in 

a seven numbers  family size the largest percent next to those who live in a family 23.7 % of 

respondents reported as they were living in five numbers of family size 16.9% of participants 

who were living sex numbers of family size 10.2% of respondents they were living with four 

numbers of family size 8.5% participants who were live with number of three family size 7.6% 

of participants who were living eight member of family size 2.5% of respondents who were live 

with nine members of family size 1.7% and 0.8% participants responds they were live with ten 

and two members of family size. The largest participants 26.3%were respondents who live in a 

seven numbers family size and the smallest family size 0.8% of participants were live with two 

member’s family size. 
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4.3 Parenting 

styles among the 

study samples 

Table 3 

Parenting styles 

among the study 

samples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Among the 118 parents of the delinquents, 58 (49.16%) were authoritative, 22.03 .7% 

were authoritarian and, 28.810% were neglectful. 

More specifically, the 58 number of delinquents who rated their parents as authoritative 

was substantially higher than the number of participants who rated their parents as authoritarian, 

neglectful. Thus, the data indicate that whereas authoritative style of parenting is most common, 

Authoritarian style is least common. 

 

 

 

PARENTING 

STYLE  

N PERCENT 

AUTHORITATIVE 58 49.16 

AUTHORITARIAN 26 22.03 

NEGLECTFUL 34 28.81 

TOTAL 118 100 



 
The perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents                                           48 

 

 

 

 

4. 4 Parental education level of juvenile delinquency 

 4.4.1 Comparison of Mean difference juvenile delinquency by  mother education 

Table 4 

Comparison of Mean difference juvenile delinquency by mother education 

 

 

In below table 4 test the difference in exhibiting delinquency among juveniles regarding 

mother’s level of education, a one way analysis of variance was computed. Data on juvenile 

DEPENDEN

T VARIABLE 

MOTHER EDUCATION 

LEVEL 

N MEAN STD. 

DEVIATI

ON 

DF F P 

DELINQUE

NCY 

no writing and reading 24 2.00 1.41  

 

5 

 

 

3.65 

 

 

.004 

writing and reading only 49 2.84 1.77 

elementary school 21 1.95 1.75 

secondary school 10 2.00 .67 

certificate  and above 12 1.00 .00 

Other 2 1.00 .00 

Total 118 2.22 1.61 
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delinquency across mothers education has revealed as there was a statically significant difference 

in juvenile delinquent F (4,) = 3.65, P<0.05. 

Regarding descriptive statistics of showing delinquent behavior among juveniles across 

respondents mother education, no writing and reading at all (M= 2.00, SD= 1.4), reading and 

writing only (M= 2.84, SD= 1.77), primary education (M=1.9, SD= 1.75), secondary education 

(M = 2.00, SD = .67), certificate and above (M= 1.00, SD=.00) and others (M= 1.00, SD=.00) .  

 

4.4.2 Comparison of Mean Juvenile Delinquency by Father Education level 

Table 5  

Comparison of Mean difference juvenile delinquency by father educational level 

DEPENDEN

T 

VARIABLE 

FATHER 

EDUCATIONAL 

LEVEL 

N MEAN STD. 

DEVIATI

ON 

DF F P 

DELINQUE

NCY 

no writing and reading 21 2.24 1.61  

 

4 

 

 

2.86 

 

 

.03 

writing and reading only 70 2.54 1.77 

elementary school 8 1.38 .52 

high school 13 1.54 .78 

certificate  and above 6 1.00 .00 

Total 118 2.22 1.61 

 

To examine the difference in showing delinquent juveniles regarding respondent’s 

father’s level of education, a one way analysis of variance was computed. Data on juvenile 

delinquency among respondents regarding fathers level of education reveled that there is a 

statically significance difference in delinquency behavior based on father education level ,F (4,) 

= 2.861, P<.05. 
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Regarding descriptive statistics of showing juveniles across respondents father education, no 

writing and reading at all (M= 2.24, SD= 1.61), reading and writing only (M= 2.24, SD= 1.77), 

elementary education (M=1.376, SD= 1.77), high education (M = 1.539, SD = .776), certificate 

and above (M= 1.00, SD=.00). Post hoc comparison revealed that there was no significant mean 

difference in showing delinquent behavior among juveniles across respondent’s father’s level of 

education.  

 

4.5Parental occupation 

4.5. Comparison of mean difference juvenile delinquency by mother’s occupation 

Table 6 

Comparison of mean difference juvenile delinquency by mother’s occupation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results in Table 6 above showed that there was no statistically significant mean difference in the 

overall committed crime (F = 2.43, p > 0.05) among juvenile delinquents from different mother 

occupation backgrounds. 

DEPENDEN

T 

VARIABLE 

MOTHERS 

OCCUPATION  

N MEA

N 

STD. 

DEVIAT

ION 

DF F P 

DELINQUEN

CY 

No occupation  19 2.10 1.49  

 

3 

 

 

2.43 

 

 

.07 

Employee 29 1.83 1.19 

private job 61 2.26 1.72 

Other 9 3.45 1.88 

Total 118 2.22 1.61 
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Regarding descriptive statistics of showing juveniles across respondents mother 

occupational status, no occupation (M= 2.10, SD= 1.49), Employee (M= 1.83, SD= 1.19), private 

job (M=2.26, SD= 1.72), other (M = 3.45, SD = 1.88). Post hoc comparison revealed that there 

was no significant mean difference in showing delinquent behavior among juveniles across 

respondent’s father’s level of education.  

 

 

 

 

4.5.2 Mean comparison of delinquency difference based on father occupation 

Table 7 

 Comparison of mean difference juvenile delinquency by father occupation 

 

 Results in Table 7 above showed that there was a statistically significant mean difference 

in the overall committed crime (F = 5.50, p > 0.05) among juvenile delinquents from different 

father occupation backgrounds. 

Regarding descriptive statistics of showing juveniles across respondents father 

occupational status, no occupation (M= 2.30, SD= 1.16), Employee (M= 2.33, SD= 1.34), private 

job (M=2.12, SD= 1.74), other (M = 4.77, SD = .516). Post hoc comparison revealed that there 

DEPENDENT 

VARIABLE 

FATHER  

OCCUPATION  

N MEA

N 

STD. 

DEVIATI

ON 

DF F P 

DELINQUEN

CY 

no occupation 10 2.30 1.16  

 

3 

 

 

5.50 

 

 

 

.001 

Employee 41 2.03 1.34 

private job 61 2.12 1.74 

Other 6 4.77 .516 

Total 118 2.22 1.61 
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was significant mean difference in showing delinquent behavior among juveniles across 

respondent’s father’s occupational status. 

4.6  Mean comparison of delinquency difference based on family size and juvenile 

delinquency 

As indicated in the table below (table 8) there was a statically significance difference in 

crime committed (F = 4.16, p > 0.05). 

The below table showed that number of family size two members (M= 3.00, SD= .516), 

three members of size (M= 1.60, SD= .630), four members size (M= 1.31, SD= 1.15), five 

members of size (M=1 .52, SD= 1.96), six members of size (M= 3.45, SD= 1.59), seven members 

of size (M= 2.52, SD= 2.14), eight members of size (M= 3.00, SD= .000), nine members of size 

(M= 2.00, SD= .00), ten members of size (M= 1.00, SD= 1.62). 

 

 

Table 8 

Comparison of mean difference juvenile delinquency by family size  

DEPENDENT 

VARIABLE 

FAMILY SIZE  N MEAN STD. 

DEVIATION 

DF F P 

 

 

DELINQUENCY 

2.00 2 3.00 .516  

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

4.160 

 

 

 

 

.00 

3.00 10 1.60 .630 

4.00 13 1.31 1.15 

5.00 29 1.52 1.96 

6.00 20 3.45 1.59 

7.00 31 2.52 2.14 

8.00 8 3.00 .000 

9.00 3 2.00 .000 
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4.8 Qualitative Analysis  

4.8.1 Focus Group discussion with juvenile delinquents  

Focus group discussion was one of the methods to collect the qualitative data. The data 

collected from the FGD helped to deeply understand the perceived psychosocial characteristics 

parents of juvenile delinquent children. In this study, two FGDs were conducted, one with 

juvenile delinquent children and another with key informants with court social workers, police 

officer and defense attorney and child friendly bench judge in federal first instance court Lideta 

criminal or child friendly bench. The FGD participants with juvenile delinquent children were 

out of those children who filled the questioner.    

 In the first FGD, a total of 6 male children were selected purposely. In the second FGD 6 

key informants were involved, two experienced court social worker, two police officers and one 

10.00 2 1.00 1.62 

Total 118 2.22 2.83 
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defense attorney, and one child friendly bench judge were involved in the discussion. Before 

proceeding directly to the discussion, the researcher created child friendly atmosphere for 

children who were participants in the discussion and clarify the aim and purpose of the study in 

both FGDs.   

4.8.2 Psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquent children in the 

FGD 

A total of six delinquent children participated in the FGD. Of these, three were sentenced 

of theft and robbery and the remaining three were sentenced of physical injuries. All were males. 

Three of them aged 13, two were 15 and one child aged 16. Three children were grade three, two 

were grade five and grade six. The other background information is the religion of the juvenile 

delinquents five juvenile delinquents are followers of Orthodox Christianity and the one 

participant’s followers of protestant Christianity.  Out of the six of participants, two raised by 

their mothers and fathers, two raised only by their mothers, one raised only by their fathers, and 

the last one raised by their mother and stepfather. Among the total participants, two answered 

their mothers had no education, two participants their mothers were completed secondary 

educations; two participants were completed their college education. Regarding their father, 

three participants answered their fathers had no education, the remaining three participants of 

children's fathers answered about their father complete primary, secondary school, and college 

education. 

4.8.3Family structure and Delinquency behavior  
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 One delinquent child in the FGD reveal that he was born in the hub of city commonly 

called ''Sebategna''. He was 13years child who was of theft witnessed his family background in 

relation with delinquent behavior he experienced.  

I am 13 years old and I came to the reamed Home because I am accused of the 

action of theft. Before I came to the remand home, I have lived with my mother and i 

don't know even his physical appearance of my father. My mother worked washing 

clothes and daily laborer in the community and nobody take my responsibility in 

education and sometimes became hungry when she has no money. I have no sister 

and brother. Once up on a time i was so hungry and my mother was not in home in 

order to eat food i was participated in mobile theft. As soon as the police brought me 

to the court, the judge referred me to the court social worker for further assessment 

in Lideta child friendly bench. The social worker accepted me in a child friendly 

manner that enabled me to express my feelings. The social worker also gave me 

counseling service that helped me to be emotionally stable in the face of the court 

and I told him why I committed the crime and finally after the court found me 

criminal, they sent me to Lideta remand home, where juvenile delinquents get 

advisory and correction service by institution.  

 Thus, in the above child delinquent case, his mother was single mom and take all the 

responsibility in her shoulder, she was not available and the social environment forced him to 

commit crime.     

 Another delinquent child in the FGDs also reveal that he was accused of physical 

injuries.He is 15 years old, was accused and brought to the child friendly court because of the 
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harm he puts to 14 years old child. He forcefully break the child teeth. He narrated about the 

crime he committed in the FGD;  

I am accused because I was forcefully break and destroyed my friend teeth, i was 

born in SNNPs, Hadiya Zone, MishaWoreda, my father was died since i am 8 and my 

mother has no money to feed and educate me. I have 1 little brother lived with my 

mother. I came to Addis Ababa before 5years and participated in small business 

selling cigarettes and gum and send some money to my family. I lived in Addis 

Ababa called ''Awtobstera'' with 3 friends in one room, where they came in same 

village. In May 07/2010 E.c in the evening one my friend was beat and robbed by 

other people in our working area and i want to support my friend and got in the 

middle of the quarrel. However, the theft guy also beat me and i was emotional and 

fought with him and 2 of his teeth broken it. The police officer suspected for physical 

injuries and brought me to court. At the child friendly court, the judge, defense 

attorney and court social worker helped me positively and they helped me to reveal 

my feelings and problems. 

4.8.4 Focus Group Discussion for stakeholders    

  In the second FGD 6 key informants were involved, 2 court social worker, 2  

police officer and defense attorney, 1 child friendly bench judge were involved in the 

discussion. The FGD was conducted in FFIC social work department.  

  In FFIC especially in lideta bench, at child friendly court was started since 

1994 E.C, the bench performs its work with trained judge, social workers, police 

officers and defense attorneys and child offenders who undergo the court process. 
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Each has their separate functions but all work with best interest of children principle. 

2 social workers participated in the FGD and one of them describes the overall 

situation in following: 

Child offenders who come to the court cannot explain themselves initially and they 

fear the court process. Consequently, we create comfortable condition in the 

interview sessions: most juvenile delinquency occurs in summer season because 

schools closed up in this season, they mostly came in slum areas and overcrowded 

residences. Juvenile delinquent children came from rural area in search of jobs and 

less supervision and follow up with family members. Mostly, they were single parent, 

orphans and low economic status. Regarding the education of parents of juvenile 

delinquent children, most came from less educated background. Therefore, we have 

witnessed that most juvenile delinquent children came from the above socioeconomic 

background but we can't conclude that all the above mentioned socioeconomic 

background of parents are the only factors for children to commit crime.  

In the FGD one experienced child friendly court judge also describe about juvenile delinquent 

children as follow: 

The UN conventions on the right of children, the African charter and Ethiopian 

constitution Ar.36 stated that all persons under the age of 18 years old are 

recognized as children. But in difference, our national criminal law asserts that all 

persons above the age of 15 years are not children rather they are adults. Moreover, 

children whose ages are from 9-15 years are considered as juvenile delinquents. 

This leads to the confinement of child offenders with adults at the same place which 

initiated the acquisition of new criminal behavior on the part of these children. In 
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most cases children in low socio economic status, less supervision and follow up by 

parents and caregivers, street children and orphans were higher probability to 

commit crime.       

And one police officer in the FGD describes the situation and behavior of juvenile delinquent 

children as follows: 

The police officer stated that mobile theft and physical injuries are the most common 

crime occurring in the case of juvenile delinquent children. He confirmed that children 

starting from the age of eight/nine are child offenders committed crime victims such as 

theft and robbery, physical injuries and sometimes sexual violence against children who 

came mainly less supervised family background and relatively low socio economic 

backgrounds. 

All FGD participants mentioned most of them juvenile delinquents comes from single 

parents, low academic, economical status and lack of adequate supervision and follow up 

backgrounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents                                           59 

Chapter Five 

          5. Discussion 

The main purpose of this study was to discuss identify psychosocial characteristics of 

parents of juvenile delinquents relating with the findings of the prior studies   .  

5. 1 Psychosocial parental characteristics of juvenile delinquents 

The finding of the study revealed that (60.1) % juvenile delinquents found in the Remand 

Home came from non-intact families. They lived live with single parents, step mother & 

biological father, step father biological mother and others it includes relatives, orphanage and 

street. The FGD result also revealed that family structure of participants had direct impact to 

juvenile delinquent behavior majority of participants in FGD had single parents.  

The finding indicated that participants from non-intact family are more likely to engage 

in delinquency. The study showed that type of family structure of juvenile delinquents, the 

number of respondents who are reported as they were living with intact family less than the 

number of juveniles who were living with other family types. This finding is consistent with 

(Muehlenberg, 2002; Popenoe, 1997; Wright & Wright, 1994) they found that significant 

difference in showing delinquent behavior among juveniles live across different family structures 

specifically, between juveniles who live with intact families and juveniles who live with single 

parent families. It implies that intact families are better equipped to provide this support to their 

children comparing with single parents, and other family structure, results in the wellbeing of 

children.  
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FGD result shows that majority participants were live with a single parent. The research 

result indicates that being a single parent has its own disadvantage in the process of raising 

children. Single parents are stressed as the result of financial problem, having a burden in 

controlling every household issues and the like. All this factors may have negative impact on the 

behavior of their children. The  finding supports by prior researcher(Wells & Rankin, 1991) 

single parenthood is associated with juvenile delinquent behavior and children from single parent 

10 to 15 % will have a chance to exhibit delinquent behavior. This might be children from intact 

homes will have high probability to get parental supervision and monitoring. On the other hand, 

single parenthood increases the probability of delinquent behavior and victimization as the result 

of one less person to supervise and monitor children behavior. 

The study found that living in a house headed by single parent may not be the only reason 

by itself for juvenile’s behavioral problem. But there are other factors on such family structure 

which affects the child’s behavior in a negative manner. As the result they find their children 

with different behavioral problems including exhibiting delinquent behavior to support this 

finding a study conducted by Millar and Ridge (2001) found that single parent families are at a 

higher risk of poverty than couple families, they lose the financial support from the absent parent 

and more likely they become stressed about raising children. Other research also identified that 

living in a single parent household as the major predictors that lead juveniles to exhibit 

delinquent behavior (Wells & Rankin, 1991; Mandura and Murray, 2006; Amato, 2005; Wu, 

1996).  

 The research result shows juvenile delinquents were live with single mother number 

greater that those live with single father.  The findings of this study shows that children were 

more likely involved in status offenses as the result of parental remarriage and exhibited 
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delinquent behaviors due to the presence of step parent in the family. Research indicate that the 

absence of parental figure in one family plays a great role for the cause of juvenile delinquency; 

more specifically, juveniles who do not live with their biological father are at the greater risk of 

exhibiting delinquent behaviors. This study supported by the prior researcher (Mandura & 

Murray, 2006) Male young children who do not live with their biological father were found 

using drug or involved in drug related delinquent activities than juveniles from intact families.  

Children from divorced or separated families are at the higher risk of experiencing 

different kind of problems as the result of their parent’s separation. In the first place those 

children have no chance to live with their both parents after divorce and these may result a 

variety of behavioral problems. The finding is consistent with Ambert (2009)  children who pass 

in the process of divorce are more likely exhibit behavioral problems such as aggressiveness, 

hostility, fighting and become delinquents. This indicates that divorce and rising a child by a 

single parent had a significant impact on a child behavior. Specifically as shown on the funding 

the child who grow with a mother only show delinquent behavior these show that mothers give  a  

less time and attention that single mothers may give for their children. Single mothers spend less 

time to monitor their children and use less effective techniques to discipline their children 

comparing than to single fathers. These problems magnify on single mothers and juveniles who 

live with single mothers show antisocial or delinquent behaviors than children who live with 

single fathers. However it is contradict with our culture in our culture most of the time mother 

give attention and time.  And fathers are head of the house. 
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Majority of the study participants mothers were able to read and write and the minimum 

numbers of participants where completed high school Regarding participants fathers level of 

education, the majority are able to write and read and the minimum numbers of participants were 

have certificate. The findings of research show that there is a significant difference in delinquent 

Behavior among juveniles across their parental level of education (both in mother and father). 

The study revealed that children from families who have low educational back ground are at the 

greater risk of exhibiting antisocial or delinquent behavior than children from better educated 

families. The research result shows that educational level of parents directly related to juvenile 

delinquency. The founding of Lotz, Poole & Regoli, (1985) and Helms and Turner, (1981)cited 

in Muola, Ndung’u&Ngesa, 2009)support the finding of the study. 

Other prior research also found educational level of parents was the major factor of 

delinquent behavior among juveniles (Isir, Tokdemir, Küçüker, and Dulger, 2009). Similarly, a 

study conducted on Hmong Family Processes and its impact on adolescent’s delinquent behavior 

Xiong (2002).The findings of the present study found that children whose parents (both mother 

and father) less educated or no education or unknown about their educational status had been 

involved or showed delinquent behavior than those who are from better educated parents.  It 

indicated that Juveniles from families who have low educational back ground level are at the 

greater risk of exhibiting antisocial or delinquent behavior. 

Regarding participants’ mother and father occupational status the study found that there 

was a variance in showing delinquent behavior among juveniles regarding their mother’s 

occupational and this variance was not significant. Results showed that there was no statistically 

significant mean difference in the overall committed crime (F = 2.43, p > 0.05) among juvenile 

delinquents from different mother occupation backgrounds. However, there was a significant 
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variance in showing delinquency among juveniles regarding their father of occupational status 

and this variance was significant (F = 5.50, p < 0.05).The FGD also reveals that family 

occupation had impact on juvenile delinquency. The finding supported by other researcher (Lotz, 

Poole &Regoli, 1985; Helms and Turner, 1981) cited in Muola, Ndung’u&Ngesa, 2009. The 

present research result shows that the demographic characteristic of juvenile’s family is one of 

the contributing factors that lead them to exhibit delinquent behavior. It indicate that the 

education and occupational level of parents affect juvenile’s behavior both in positive and 

negative way. Juveniles from families who have low educational background and income level 

are at the greater risk of exhibiting antisocial or delinquent behavior. 

5.2 Family size and juvenile delinquency   

The study found that there was a statistically significant mean difference in the overall 

committed crime and family size (F = 4.160, p > 0.05). Post hoc comparison revealed that there 

was significant mean difference in showing delinquency among across family size.This finding 

show that when the family size increases juvenile delinquency increases and the vice versa. FGD 

results also shows that the number of people living in the same house contributes to exhibiting 

juvenile delinquency. It implies that the scarcity of basic need in their home and to fulfil these 

needs juveniles pursued to involve to different criminal activities.  

Supporting the present finding (West & Farrington, 1973) found that living in a household that a 

large number of people resides will create a crowded environment and this situation increase the 

likelihood of frustration, irritation and conflict among juveniles which might lead them to exhibit 

delinquent behavior. Moreover, it is confirmed by (Wasserman & Seracini, 2001) that juveniles 

who are living in a family that four and more children resides have high probability of showing 

delinquent behavior. 
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5.3 Parenting style and juvenile delinquency  

The study found that that largest number of delinquents who rated their parents as 

authoritative was substantially higher than the number of participants who rated their parents as 

authoritarian, neglectful. Thus, the data indicate that whereas authoritative style of parenting is 

most common, second neglectful parenting lastly Authoritarian style is least common. Therefore 

authoritative parenting styles were the most predominantly practiced parenting styles. This 

finding is consistent with the finding of previous studies conducted with a sample of elementary 

school students (Kassahun, 2005), junior secondary school students (Seleshi&Sentayehu, 1998) 

and high school students (Markos, 1996; Abesha, 1997; Yekoyealem, 2005). 

The FGD result revealed that juvenile delinquency and parenting style had relationships 

as one police officer clears it in this way. He confirmed that children starting from the age of 

eight/nine are child offenders committed crime victims such as theft and robbery, physical 

injuries and sometimes sexual violence against children who came mainly less supervised family 

background.  In addition to judges clear to this concept less supervision and follow up by parents 

and caregivers, street children and orphans were higher probability for committed crimes. 

To support the research result World Youth Report, (2003) result shows the relationships 

of parenting style and juvenile delinquent shows that children who receive sufficient parental 

supervision are less likely to engage in criminal activities. Dysfunctional family settings 

characterized by conflict, inadequate parental control, weak internal linkages and combination, 

and premature autonomy are closely associated with juvenile delinquency.   

 On the other hand, the result showed that neglectful parenting style was the second 

predominant parenting style among juvenile delinquents’ .To support the founding  Cashwell 
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&Vacc (as cited in Ngale, 2009) indicated that families characterized by warm interpersonal 

relationships and effective parenting are less likely to have affiliation with juvenile offenders and 

of juvenile crime. Related study done by Mamari, Blum, &Tuefel-Shone (2010)  indicated that 

lack of parental presence in the neglectful parenting  environment  is the major reason why 

juveniles get involve in delinquency.   

Furthermore anther studies support this finding are using data from the National Youth 

Study of 1972, Weintraub and Gold (as cited in Salmelainen, 1996) examined whether parental 

supervision influences the level of self-reported delinquent behavior among a representative 

sample of 1,395 11 to 18 year old Americans. Their analysis indicated that there is a relationship 

between level of parental supervision and delinquency.  

The study is consistent with the finding of Salmelainen (1996) indicated that juvenile 

delinquency was associated with parenting styles.  Parents who showed indifference and little 

affection toward their children, and who often were unaware of their children’s where abuts are 

likely to produce delinquent children. Konnie & Alfred (2013) inferred that parenting based on 

reasoning, understanding, consensus and trust resulted in pro-social behavior while parenting 

based on strict rules, force,  threat, verbal and physical punishments resulted in anti-social 

behavior. 
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Chapter Six 

 6. Summary, Conclusion and Recommendations 

6.1. Summary  

 The purpose of this study is to assess the perceived psychosocial characteristics of 

parents of juvenile delinquents in the case of Addis Ababa remand home. To achieve the study 

objects 118 participants were participated in the study.  Of  118 participants 99 (83.9%) 

participants were males and 19 (16.1%) of them are females. the age range of the participant 

from 10 year to 13 year category were 26.6% of participants and from 14 years to 17 years 

categories were 75.4%participants. 

 To collected data demographic questioners which consists age, sex, education level, 

religion, place of birth, types of crime committed, and duration of stay in the rehabilitation 

center, family structure, family educational level and parent occupation.  And parenting style 

scale (PSS) used to measure the parenting type which was adapted from the work of previous 

researchers. Initially questionnaires were administrated to a pilot sample, and then the main data 

was collected from 118 participants. Analysis and Interpretation of the data took place by 

applying the different statistical techniques: - descriptive statistical procedures such as mean, 

standard deviation and percentage one way and Pearson Product Moment correlation were 

computed. And qualitative analyses were generated a number of categories, themes, and patterns 

from the data. 

 The family structure of most participants (39.8%) they were living with intact family 

(both biological mother and father) and the smallest number lives 11 (9.3%) participants were 

living with stepfather and biological mother.  26.3% of the participants were live in a seven 
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member’s family size which is the largest percent.  Regarding respondent’s mother and 

respondent’s father level of education, about 41.5% of respondent’s mothers and 59.3 % of 

respondent’s father can write and read only which takes the largest number.   

 Among the 118 parents of the delinquents, 58 (49.16%) were authoritative, 22.03 .7% 

were authoritarian and, 28.810% were neglectful. Delinquency behavior is significantly differ 

based on father’s level of education and father occupation backgrounds.  

6.2. Conclusions  

Based on the findings, the following conclusions were derived.   

1. Most of the juvenile delinquents in Remand Home came from non-intact family. 

Participants from non-intact family (i.e. Single parent, stepparent, blood relatives, street,) 

are more likely involved in delinquency than intact family.   

2. Most of the juvenile delinquents in remand home parent’s level of education, mothers and 

father can write and read only which takes the largest number comparing than others 

level of education. Those juveniles who are found in Addis Ababa Remand Home whose 

mother and fathers can write and read only showed high number than juveniles whose 

mothers and fathers have certificate and above level of education. 

3. In terms of juvenile delinquents parental (mothers and fathers) occupational status most 

of the participant’s parents work on private. 

4. The largest number of juvenile delinquents who live in a seven numbers family size and 

the smallest family size were live with two member’s family size. Juvenile delinquency 

behavior significantly vary based on family According to this finding when family size 

increases juvenile delinquency behavior increases and the vice versa. 
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5. The juvenile delinquents in Remand Home Rehabilitation Center reported authoritative 

parenting is the more dominated style followed by neglectful, authoritarian and 

respectively. 

6.3 Recommendations 

1. Education need be promoted to help families understand the consequence of family 

structure and parenting styles on delinquency. 

2. Parents or guardians with large family sizes should give attention and monitor the 

activities of their children. In doing so, they can be close with their children and being 

aware of about their child’s behavior which contributes to minimize the probability of 

delinquent behavior exhibited by their children. 

3. Concerned bodies (i.e., rehabilitation centers, parents, teachers, religious leaders, Medias, 

government and non-government bodies) need to promote family education related to 

child rearing skills at home and in community. 
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Addis Ababa University 

School of Graduate Studies 

Appendix A: Informed consent  

The purpose of this questionnaire is to the partial fulfillment of degree of masters in counseling 

psychology. From this objective the questioner is designed to assess family structure and family 

educational level and parenting style. Generally the questionnaire has two parts, the first part is 

includes socio demographic data and the second part includes parenting style items. All the 

information you give in this questioner will be used only for academic purpose. Understanding 

that information you give will help to accomplish the study I kindly request to fill the 

questionnaire with honesty and carefully. I will like to inform you all the information you give in 

this questionnaire will be kept as confidential and there is no one to judge you by the answer you 

give in this questionnaire. In order to keep confidentiality there is no need to write your name 

and address on the questionnaire. Thank you very much for the information you give and your 

cooperation!!!  
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Appendix B: Part one: Demographic information Instruction - One Please give your answer 

for the following questions by circling or filling in the blank by choosing the best item that 

represents you.  

1. Sex  

a= Male    

 

b=female  

 

2. Age -----------  

3. Grade ---------  

4. With whom do you live currently?  

 

a= both mother and father 

b=mother only 

 c= father only                

d= step mother and biological father e 

e =step father and biological mother  

f=other -------------  

5. What is your mother’s education level? 

a= no writing and reading  

b= writing and reading only 

 c= elementary school  

d=high school  

e= certificate and above  

6. What is your father’s educational level?  

 

a= no writing and reading  

c= writing and reading only 

c=elementary school  

d= high school 



 
The perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents                                           79 

e= certificate and above  

7. What is your mother’s occupation?  

a= no occupation 

b=employee 

 c=private job  

d=other (specify -----------------------------------------)  

8. What is your father’s occupation?  

 

a=no occupation b 

b=employee  

c=private job  

d=other (specify -----------------------------------------)  

9. What is the amount of your parent’s monthly income? ------------------------  

10. What is the total number of your family member living with you in the same house? ----------

------------  

Part Two   

Parenting Styles Scale (PSS) Direction: Please read each of the following statements carefully 

and for each item from 1-13, think about your parents/guardians attitudes and behaviors in 

raising you, and rate them using the scale below by putting a ) on a choice that indicates the 

alternative which you believe check mark ( best describes your response. 

N

O 

Item  Strong

ly 

Disagr

ee 

Disagr

ee   

Agr

ee 

Stron

gly 

Agree 

1 I trust my 

parents/guardi

ans to help 

me out, if I 

have any kind 
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of problems. 

2 My 

parents/guardi

ans keep 

pushing 

(helping) me 

to do my best 

in what I do. 

    

3 My 

parents/guardi

ans allow me 

to tell them if 

I think my 

ideas are 

better than 

theirs. 

    

4 My 

parents/guardi

ans always 

speak to me 

with a warm 

and friendly 

voice 

(manner). 

    

5 When my 

parents/guardi

ans want me 

to do 

something, 

they explain 

why. 

    

6 

 

 

When I get 

good grades 

in school, my 

parents/ 

guardians 

praise me 

    

7 When I get 

poor grades in 

school, my 
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parents/ 

guardians 

encourage me 

to work 

harder. 

8 My 

parents/guardi

ans are 

involved in 

my education 

(e.g., helping 

with 

assignments 

when asked). 

    

9 My 

parents/guardi

ans know who 

my friends 

are. 

    

1

0 

My 

parents/guardi

ans spend 

time talking 

with me when 

there is an 

issue (a case) 

of interest. 

    

1

1 

My 

parents/guardi

ans enjoy 

staying home 

with me more 

than going out 

with friends 

    

1

2 

My 

parents/guardi

ans give me a 

lot of care, 

attention, and 

support. 

    



 
The perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents                                           82 

1

3 

My parents 

emphasize 

that every 

member of 

the family 

should have 

some say in 

family 

decisions. 

    

1

4 

My parents 

give me a lot 

of support and 

are involved 

in my life 

decisions. 

    

1

5 

My parents 

believe that 

children know 

more about 

something 

than adults 

do. 

    

 

16. In a typical week, what is the latest time your parents/ guardians allow you to stay out on 

school nights (Monday-Friday)?  

(1) As late as I want 

 (2) 9:00 P.M - Mid-night 

 (3) 7:00- 9:00 P.M  

(4) Doesn't allow me you 

17. In a typical week, what is the latest time your parents/guardians allow you to stay out during 

weekend (Non-school) nights (Friday, Saturday or Sunday)? 

 (1) As late as I want 

 (2) 9:00 P.M - Mid-night 

 (3) 7:00- 9:00 P.M  
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(4) Doesn't allow me out  

18. How much do your parents/guardians try to know exactly where you are and what you are 

doing?  

(1) Doesn’t try 

 (2) Tries a little 

 (3) Tries a lot 70  

19. How much do your parents/guardians try to know what you do with your free time? 

 (1) Doesn‟try 

(2) Tries a little 

 (3) Tries a lot 

 20. How much do your parents/guardians try to know where you are most afternoons after 

school?  

(1) Doesn't try  

(2) Tries a little  

(3) Tries a lot 

 21. How much do your parents/guardians try to know what you do with your money?  

(1) Doesn't know 

 (2) Knows a little 

 (3) Knows a lot 

 22. How much do your parents/guardians really know exactly where you are and what you are 

doing?  

(1) Doesn't know 

 (2) Knows a little 

 (3) Knows a lot 

 23. How much do your parents/guardians really know exactly whether you go to school or not?  

(1) Doesn't know  
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(2) Knows a little  

3) Knows a lot  

24. How much do your parents/guardians really know exactly what you do with your free time? 

 (1) Doesn't know 

 (2) Knows a little  

(3) Knows a lot  

25. How much do your parents/guardians really know exactly where you are most afternoons 

after school? (1) Doesn't know 

 (2) Knows a little  

(3) Knows a lot 71  

26. How much do your parents/guardians really know exactly what you do with your money?  

(1) Doesn't know 

 (2) Knows a little 

 (3) Knows a lot 

 27. How much do your parents/guardians supervise and monitor you? 

 (1) Never at all 

 (2) Sometimes 

 (3) Always 
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አዱስ አበባ ዩኒቨርስቲ 

የዴህረ ምረቃ ት/ቤት 

አዱስ አበባ ዩኒቨርስቲ የስምምነት ውላ የዚህ መጠይቅ አሊማ በካውንስለንግ ሳይኮሌጂ ሇሁሇተኛ ደግሪ 
ከፊሌ የማሟያ ጥናት እንደሆን ነው፡፡ ከዚህም ግብ አንፃር መጠይቁ የቤተሰብ አወቃቀርእንደሁም 
የቤተሰብ የአስተዲዯግ ዘይቤ እና የወሊጆች የትምህርት ዯረጃከወጣት ጥፋተኝነት ባህሪ ጋር ያሊቸውን 
ግንኙነት ሇማወቅ ይረዱ ዘንዴ መረጃ ለመሰብሰብ የተዘጋጀ ነው፡፡ 

በጠቅሊሊው መጠይቁ ሁሇትትክፍሌች ያሇት ሲሆን የመጀመሪያው ክፍላ የጥናቱን ተሳታፊዎች የግሌ 
መረጃን የሚመሇከትከቱጥያቄዎችን ያካተተ ሲሆንሁ ሁሇተኛው ክፍሌ ደግሞ የወሊጆች የአስተዲዯግ 
ዘይቤ የሚዱስሱ ጥያቄዎችን ያካተተ ነው፡፡በዚህ መጠይቅ የምትሰጠው/ጪ ውመረጃሇትምህርታዊ 
አሉማ የሚውላ ሲሆን መረጃው ጥናቱን ሇማጠናቀቅ የሚረዱ በመሆኑ በጥናቱ ውስጥ ትሌቅ ግብዓት 
መሆኑን በመገንዘብ መጠይቁን በጥንቃቄና በታማኝነት እንዴትሞሊ/ይበ ትህትና 
እጠይቃሇሁ፡፡በምትሰጠው/ጪው መሌስ ይዘት ማንም ሰው የማይገምትህ/ሽ መሆኑን እያረጋገጥኩ 
አንተ/ቺየም ትሰጠው መረጃሙሇበሙ ሇሚስጥራዊነቱየተጠበቀ ሲሆን የመረጃው 
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ሚስጥራዊነትመጠበቅያስችላ ዘንዴ በመጠይቁ ሊይ ስምና አዴራሻ መጥቀስ አስፈሉጊ አይዯሇም፡፡  ይህን 
መጠይቅ በመመሙሊትሇሚሰጠው መረጃናሇሚዯረግሌኝትብብር በቅዴሚያ ከሌብ አመሰግናሇሁ!!! 

መመሪያ አንዴ እባክህ/ሽ ሚከተሇት ጥያቄዎች ምሉሽህን/ሽን ከተቀመጡት አማራጮች 
ውስጥ አንተን/ቺን የሚወክውን መርጠህ/ሽ በማክበብ ወይም አስፈሉጊ በሚሆንበት ጊዜ ባድ 
ቦታውን በመሙሊት ምሌስ ስጥ/ስጪ፡፡ 

1. ጾታ ሀ. ወንዴ      ሇ. ሴት 

2. እዴሜ …………… 

3. ክፍሌ …………. 

4. ሀይማኖት …………........ 

5. የትውሌዴ ቦታ……………….. 

6. የፈፀምከው/ሽው የወንጀሌ አይነት…………………. 

7. ተቋም ውስጥ ምን ያህሌ ጊዜ ሆነህ/ሽ 

8. በአሁኑ ሰአት ከማን ጋር ነው የምትኖረው/ሪው? 

ሀ. ከወሊጅ እናት እና አባትጋር 

ሇ. ከእናት ጋር ብቻ 

ሐ. ከአባት ጋር ብቻ 

መ. ከወሊጅ እናት እና ከእንጀራ አባት ጋር  

ሠ. ከወሊጅ አባትና ከእንጀራ እናት ጋር  

ረ. ከላሊ አሳዲጊ ጋር ------------------- 

9. የእናትህ/ሽ የትምህርት ዯረጃ ምን ያህሌ ነው?  

ሀ. ማንበብና መፃፍ የማይችለ 

ሇ.ማንበብና መፃፍ የሚችለ 

ሐ. የመጀመሪያ ዯረጃ ትምህርት 

መ. ሁሇተኛ ዯረጃ ትምህርት 

ሠ. ሰርተፊኬትና ከዚያ በሊይ  
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10. የአባትህ/ሽ የትምህርት ዯረጃ ምን ያህሌ ነው? 

ሀ. ማንበብና መፃፍ የማይችለ  

ሇ. ማንበብና መፃፍ የሚችለ 

ሐ. የመጀመሪያ ዯረጃ ትምህርት 

መ. ሁሇተኛ ዯረጃትምህርት 

ሠ. ሰርተፊኬትና ከዚያ በሊይ 

11. የእናትህ/ሽ የስራ ሁኔታ ምንዴ ነው? 

ሀ. ስራ የላሊቸው 

ሇ. ተቀጥረው የሚሰሩ 

ሐ. በግሌ የሚሰሩ  

መ. ላሊ (የስራውን ዓይነት ግሇፅ/ጪ--------------------)  

12. የአባትህ/ሽ የስራ ሁኔታ ምንዴ ነው? 

ሀ. ስራ የላሊቸው 

ሇ. ተቀጥረውየሚሰሩ  

ሐ. በግሌ የሚሰሩ  

መ. ላሊ (የስራውን አይነትግ ገሇፅ/ጪ-------------------) 

13. የወሊጆችህ/ሽ ወይም የአሳዱጊዎችህ/ሽ የገቢ መጠን በወር ምን ያህሌ ነው? -------------  

14. ከአንተ/ቺ ጋር በአንዴ ቤት ውስጥ የሚኖሩ የቤተሰብህ/ሽ አባሊት ብዛት ምን ያህሌ 
ነው? (አንተን/ቺን ጨምሮ)---------------------------- 

 

ክፍሌ ሁሇት: መመሪያ የወሊጆች ወይም የአሳዲጊዎች የሌጅ አስተዲዯግ ባህሪ ወይም ስሌት 
መሇኪያ:የሚከተሇትን ጥያቄዎች በጥንቃቄ አንብበህ/ሽ ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) 
አንተን/ቺን ሲያሳዴጉ ስሇአንተ/ቺ አስተዲዯግ ያሊቸው አመሇካከትና ጠባይ አስበህ/ሽ ምን 
ያህሌ ትስማማበት/ሚበት እንዯሆነ ከታች ከተሰጡት አማራጮች ወሊጆችህ/ሽ  
(አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) ሇአንተ/ቺ የሚያሳዩህን/ሽን አመሇካከትና ጠባይ በሚገባ ይገሌፃሌ 
የምትሇውን/ይውን ቁጥር በማክበብ መሌስ/ሺ፡፡ 
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ተ
.
ቁ 

የወሊጆ ወይም 
የአሳዲጊዎች 
የሌጅአስተዲዯግ 
ባህሪ መሇኪያ 

በጣ
ም 
አሌ
ስማ
ም 

አሌስ
ማማ
ም 

እስማ
ማሇ
ሁ 

በጣ
ም 
እስማ
ማሇ
ሁ 

1 ችግር ሲገጥመኝ 
ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ 
እንዯሚረደኝ 
አምናሇሁ፡፡ 

    

2 ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ በምሠራው 
ሥራ ሁለ 
የተሻሇ 
እንዴሠራ 
ዘወትር 
ያበረታቱኛሌ፡ 

    

3 ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ የእኔ ሀሳብ 
ከእነርሱ የተሻሇ 
መሆኑን 
ሇመግሇጽ ስሌ 
ይፈደሌኛሌ፡፡ 

    

4 ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ ከእኔ ጋር 
የሚነጋገሩት 
በፍቅርና 
በጓዯኝነት 
ስሜት ነው፡፡ 

    

5 ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ አንዴን 
ሥራ እንዴሠራ 
ሲፈሌጉ ምንም 
ሥራ 
እንዲሇብኝ 
ይገሌፁሌኛሌ፡፡ 
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6 ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ 
በትምህርቴ ጥሩ 
ውጤት ሳገኝ 
ያሞግሱኛሌ/ይሸ
ሌሙኛሌ፡፡ 

    

7 ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ 
በትምህርቴ 
መጥፎ ውጤት 
ሳገኝ የተሻሇ 
ሇማግኘት 
ጠንክሬ 
እንዴሠራ 
ያበረታቱኛሌ፡፡ 

    

8 ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ በእኔ 
ትምህርት 
ይሳተፋለ 
(ሇምሳላ፡ያሌገባ
ኝን ስጠይቅ 
ያስረደኛሌ) 
ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ ጓዯኞቼ 
እነ ማን 
እንዯሆኑ 
ያውቋቸዋሌ፡፡ 

    

9 ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ ከእኔ ጋር 
ሇመነጋገር/ 
ሇመወያየት ጊዜ 
ይሰጣለ፡፡ 

    

1
0 

ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ ብዙውን 
ጊዜ 
ከጓዯኞቻቸው 
ጋር ወዯ ውጪ 
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ወጣ ብሇው 
ከመዝናናት 
ይሌቅ ከእኔ 
ጋር ቤት 
በመቆየት 
ይዯሰታለ፡፡ 

1
1 

ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ ሇእኔ 
ከፍተኛ 
እንክብካቤና 
ትኩረት 
ይሰጡኛሌ፡፡ 

    

1
2 

ወሊጆቼ/ 
አሳዲጊዎቼ 
ሁሇም የቤተሰቡ 
አባሌ በቤተሰብ 
ውሳኔዎች ሊይ 
የተወሰነ 
ተሳትፎና ዴርሻ 
እንዱኖረው 
ትኩረት 
ያዯርጋለ፡፡ 

    

1
3 

ወሊጆቼ/አሳዲጊ
ዎቼ ከፍተኛ 
የሆነ ዴጋፍ 
ያዯርጉሌኛሌ 
፤በሕይወቴ 
በምወስናቸው 
ነገሮችም ሊይ 
ይሳተፊለ፡፡ 

    

1
4 

ሌጆች አንዲንዴ 
ነገሮችን ከአዋቂ 
ሰዎች የበሇጠ 
እንዯሚያውቁ 
ወሊጆቼ ወይም 
አሳዲጊዎቼ 
ያምናለ፡፡ 

    



 
The perceived psychosocial characteristics of parents of juvenile delinquents                                           91 

 

መመሪያ: ከቁጥር 16 እስከ 27 ሊለት ጥያቄዎች ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) ስሇ 
አንተ/ስሇ አንቺ ያሊቸውን አመሇካከትና ጠባይ በሚገባ የሚገሌጸውን አማራጭ የያዘውን 
ቁጥር በመክበብ መሌስ/ሺ፡፡ 

 16. በሳምንት ውስጥ (ከሰኞ እስከ አርብ) ባሇት ቀናት ማታ አምሽተህ/ሽ እንዴትገባ/ቢ 
ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) የሚፈቅደሌ/ሽ እስከ ስንት ሰዓትነው?  

1. እስከ ፈሇኩት ሰዓት  

2. ከምሽቱ ሦስት ሰዓት እስከ ስዴስት ሰዓት   

3. ከምሽቱ አንዴ ሰዓት እስከ ሦስት ሰዓት 

4. እንዲመሽ አይፈቀዴሌኝም 

17. በሳምንቱ መጨረሻ ባሇ ትቀናት (ቅዲሜ እና እሑዴ) ሇማምሸት ወሊጆችህ/ሽ 
(አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) የሚፈቅደሌ/ሽ እስከ ስንት ሰዓት ነው?  

1. እስከ ፈሇኩትሰዓት 

2. ከምሽቱ ሦስት ሰዓት እስከ ስዴስት ሰዓት 

3. ከምሽቱ አንዴ ሰዓት እስከ ሦስት ሰዓት 

4. እንዲመሽ አይፈቀዴሌኝም 

 

18. ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) የት እንዲሇህ/ሽና ምን እንዯምትሠራ/ሪ ሇማወቅ ምን 
ያህሌ ይሞክራለ/ይጥራለ?  

1. አይሞክሩም/አይጥሩም  

2. ትንሽ ትንሽ ይጥራለ/ይሞክራለ 

3. ብዙ ይጥራለ/ይሞክራለ 

19. ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) በትርፍ ጊዜህ/ሽ ምን እንዯምትሠራ/ሪ ሇማወቅ ምን 
ያህሌ ይሞክራሇ/ይጥራለ?  

1. አይሞክሩም/አይጥሩም  

2. ትንሽ ትንሽ ይጥራለ/ይሞክራለ  
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3. ብዙይጥራሇ/ይሞክራለ  

2o. ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) በአብዛኛው ከሰዓት በኋሊ (ከትምህርት በኋሊ) የት 
እንዲሇህ/ሽ ሇማወቅ ምን ያህሌ ይሞክራለ/ይጥራለ?  

1. አይሞክሩም/አይጥሩም 

2. ትንሽ ትንሽ ይጥራሇ/ይሞክራለ 

3. ብዙ ይጥራሇ/ይሞክራሇ 

21, ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) ባሇህ/ሽ ገንዘብ ምን እንዯምታዯርግበት/ጊበት ሇማወቅ 
ምን ያህሌ ሞክራሇ/ይጥራሇ? 

 1. አይሞክሩም/አይጥሩም 

 2. ትንሽ ትንሽ ይጥራለ/ይሞክራለ  

 3. ብዙ ይጥራለ/ይሞክራለ  

22. ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) የት እንዲሇህ/ሽ እና ምን እንዯምትሠራ/ሪ በእርግጠኝነት 
ምን ያህሌ ያውቃሇ? 

 1.ምንም አያውቁም 

 2. ትንሽ ትንሽ ያውቃለ 

 3. ብዙ ያውቃለ 

23. ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) ትምህርት ቤት መሔዴህን/ሽን በእርግጠኝነት ምን 
ያህሌ ያውቃለ? 

 1. ምንም አያውቁም 

 2. ትንሽ ትንሽ ያውቃለ 

 3. ብዙ ያውቃለ 

24.ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) በትርፍ ጊዜህ/ሽ የምታዯርገውን/ጊውን በእርግጠኝነት 
ምን ያህሌ ያውቃለ? 

 1. ምንም አያውቁም 

 2. ትንሽ ትንሽ ያውቃለ 

 3. ብዙ ያውቃለ 
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25. ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) በአብዛኛው ከሰዓት በኋሊ (ከትምህርት ሰዓት በኋሊ) 
የትእንዲሇህ/ሽ በእርግጠኝነት ምን ያህሌ ያውቃለ?  

 1. ምንምአ ያውቁም 

 2. ትንሽ ትንሽ ያውቃለ 

3. ብዙያውቃሇ  

26. ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) ባሇህ/ሽ ገንዘብ ምን እንዯምታዯርግበት/ጊ በት 
በእርግጠኝነት ምን ያህሌ ያውቃለ? 

  1. ምንም አያውቁም  

  2. ትንሽ ትንሽ ያውቃለ  

  3. ብዙያውቃለ  

 27. ወሊጆችህ/ሽ (አሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ) ምንያህሌ ይቆጣጠሩሃሌ/ሻሌ (ይከታተለሃሌ/ሻሌ)? 

  1. ምንም  

  2. አንዴ አንዴ ጊዜ  

  3. ሁሌጊዜ 
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Appendix C: Focus Group Discussion Questions 

1. Sex     male                 female  

2. Age -----------  

3. Grade --------- 

4.  Religion …………….. 

5. Place of birth……………………… 

6. What kind of crime have you committed? ………………… 

7. With whom do you live currently? 

8. What is your mother’s education level? 

9. What is your father education level? 

10. What is the amount of your parent’s monthly income? And is there the effect of family 

income on your delinquent behavior? 

11. What is the total number of your family member are living with you in the same house? 

12. How do you describe your parenting style?    

13. How do you describe parental demandingness on behavioral control, this refers to the claims 

parents make on children to become integrated into the family whole, by their maturity demands, 

supervision, disciplinary efforts and willingness to confront the child who disobeys? 

14. Do you believe that your parental behaviors and parental styles are effect on your life 

positively as well as negatively?  

15. Is there any parental factors expose you to commit a crime? 

16. How do you relate the relationship of your behavior with externalizing influence (e.g., 

substance abuse, deviant peer and juvenile delinquency association) have also been linked to 

inadequate parental monitoring/supervision? 
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አዱስ አበባ ዩኒቨርስቲ 

የዴህረ ምረቃ ት/ቤት 

 

1. ጾታ ሀ. ወንዴሇ.       ሴት 

2. እዴሜ …………… 

3. ክፍሌ …………. 

4. ሀይማኖት …………........ 

5. የፈፀምከው/ሽው የወንጀሌ አይነት…………………. 

6. ተቋም ውስጥ ምን ያህሌ ጊዜ ሆነህ/ሽ? 

7. በአሁኑ ሰአት ከማን ጋር ነው የምትኖረው/ሪው? 

8. የእናትህ/ሽ የትምህርት ዯረጃ ምን ያህሌ ነው? 

9. የአባትህ/ሽ የትምህርትዯረጃ ምን ያህሌ ነው? 

10. የአሳዲጊዎችህ/ሽ ወይም የወሊጆችህ/ሺ የስራ ሁኔታ ምንዴ ነው? 

11. የወሊጆችህ/ሽ ወይም የአሳዱጊዎችህ/ሽ የገቢ መጠን በወር ምን ያህሌ ነው? -------------  

12. ከአንተ/ቺ ጋር በአንዴ ቤት ውስጥ የሚኖሩ የቤተሰብህ/ሽ አባሊት ብዛት ምን ያህሌ 

ነው? (አንተን/ቺን ጨምሮ)---------------------------- 

13. ባህሪን ከመቆጣጠር አንፃር የወሊጆችን አስፈሊጊነት እንዳት ትገሌፀዋሇህ/ጪዋሇሽ ? 

ይህም ማሇት ወሊጆች ሌጆችን ከሙለ ቤተሰቦች ጋር የተስማሙ እንዱሆኑ ከማዯግ ጋር 

ከተያየዘ ፍሊጎታቸው ፡ ከክትትሌ አንፃር ስነ-ስርዓት ከማስያዝ ጥረት አንፃር እና 

የማይታዘዝ ሌጅን ሇመጋፈጥ ከሚያሳዩት ፍሊጎት አንፃር 

14. ባህሪህን/ሽን ከውጫዊ ተፅኖዎች ጋር ያሇውን ተያያዝነት እንዳት ተገሌፃዋሇህ/ሺ? 

ውጫዊ ተፅኖዎች ስንሌ ሇምሳላ አዯንዛዥ/አነቃቂ ዕፅ መጠቀም ወጣ ያሇ ባህሪ ካሊቸው 
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እኩዮች ወይም ከወጣጥ ጥፋተኞች ጋር የነበረህ/ሺ ውል እና በቂ ያሌሆነ የወሊጅ ቁጥጥር 

ክትትሌ ከነበረህ/ሺ 

13. የቤተሰቦችህ/ሺን የአስዯዯግ ዘይቤ ወይም መንገዴ ገሌጪ/ጥ? 

17. የአንተ/ቺ የቤተሰቦችህ/ሽ ያሳዲጊዎች/ሺ ያሊቸው ባህሪ እና የአስተዲዯግ ዘይቤያቸው 

በአንተ/ቺ ሊይ በመሌካም ሆነ በመጥፎ በሆነ መንግዴ ተፅኖ ፈጥሮብሀሌ/ሻሌ? 

18. ሇፈፀምከው/ሽው ወንጀሌ የቤተሰብ ተፅኖ አሇው ብሇህ ታስባሌህ/ ታስቢያሇሽ? 
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Addis Ababa University 

School of Graduates Studies 

Appendix D Focus Group Discussion questions 

1. Sex   -------- 

2. Age -----------  

3. Work status ---------------- 

4. Place of work……………………… 

5. How do you understand about juvenile delinquent children? 

6. What kind of crime does think mostly occurred in juvenile delinquent children? 

7. What do you think that most children who are committed crime with which they live? 

8. What do you think the parent’s economic status level? And is there the effect of family 

income on children delinquent behavior? 

9. What do you think the parent’s educational level? And is there the effect of family educational 

level on children delinquent behavior? 

10.  How do you describe the parenting style of juvenile delinquent?    

11. How do you describe parental demandingness on behavioral control, this refers to the claims 

parents make on children to become integrated into the family whole, by their maturity demands, 

supervision, disciplinary efforts and willingness to confront the child who disobeys 

12. Do you believe that parental behaviors and parental styles are effect on children’s life 

positively as well as negatively?  

13. What do you think is there any parental factors expose children to commit a crime? 

14. How do you relate the relationship of children behavior with externalizing influence (e.g., 

substance abuse, deviant peer and juvenile delinquency association) have also been linked to 

inadequate parental monitoring/supervision? 
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አዱስአበባዩኒቨርስቲ 

የዴህረምረቃት/ቤት 

 

1. ጾታሀ. ወንዴሇ.        ሴት 

2. እዴሜ …………… 

3. የሚሰሩበት መስሪያ ቤት ……….. 

4.የስራው አይነት …………… 

5. ወጣት ጥፋተኝነትን እንዳት ትረደታሊችሁ? 

6. ቡዙ ጊዜ ህፃናት ምን አይነትየወንጀሌዴርጊት ውስጥ ገብተው ይመጣለ? 

7. የወንጅሌ ዴርጊት ውስጥ ገብተው የሚገኙ ህፃናትከማንጋርነውየሚኖሩት? 

8. የህፃናቱ ወሊጆች የትምህርትዯረጃምንያህሌነው? 

9. የህፃናቱ አሳዲጊዎችወይምየወሊጆችየስራሁኔታምን ይመስሊሌ? ይህም አጥፍተው 

ከሚመጡት ጥፋት ጋር በምን መሌኩ ይያያዛሌ? 

10. የወሊጆችህወይምየአሳዱጊዎችየገቢመጠንዯረጃምንያህሌነው? ይህም አጥፍተው ከሚመጡት 

ጥፋት ጋር በምን መሌኩ ይያያዛሌ? 

11. ጥፋት ውስጥ ገብተው የሚገኙ ህፃናት በአብዛኛው ከማን ጋር የሚኖሩ ናቸው? 

12. ወጣት ጥፋተኝነትን እና አስተዲዯጋቸውን እንዳት ታዩታሊችሁ? 

13. ባህሪን ከመቆጣጠር አንፃር የወሊጆችን አስፈሊጊነት እንዳት ትገሌፁታሊችሁ?ይህም ማሇት 

ወሊጆች ሌጆችን ከሙለ ቤተሰቦች ጋር የተስማሙ እንዱሆኑ ከማዯግ ጋር ከተያየዘ 

ፍሊጎታቸው፡ ከክትትሌ አንፃርስነ-ስርዓት ከማስያዝ ጥረት አንፃር እና የማይታዘዝ ሌጅን 

ሇመጋፈጥ ከሚያሳዩት ፍሊጎት አንፃር 
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14.የህፃናቱን ከውጫዊ ተፅኖዎች ጋር ያሇውን ተያያዝነት እንዳት ትገሌፁታሊችሁ? ውጫዊ 

ተፅኖዎች ስንሌ ሇምሳላ አዯንዛዥ/አነቃቂ ዕፅ መጠቀም ወጣ ያሇ ባህሪ ካሊቸው እኩዮች ወይም 

ከወጣት ጥፋተኞች ጋር የነበረህ/ሺውል እና በቂ ያሌሆነ የወሊጅ ቁጥጥር ክትትሌ ከነበረህ/ሺ? 

15. የቤተሰቦችን የአስዯዯግ ዘይቤ ወይም መንገዴ በምን መሌኩ ትገሌፁታሊችሁ? 

16.የሌጆች የቤተሰቦችህ ያሳዲጊዎች ያሊቸው ባህሪ እና የአስተዲዯግ ዘይቤያቸው በሌጆቹ ሊይ 

በመሌካም ሆነ በመጥፎ በሆነ መንግዴ ተፅኖይፈጥራሌ ብሊችሁ ታስባሊችሁ? 

17. ሌጆቹ የፈፀሙት ወንጀሌ የቤተሰብ ተፅኖ አሇው ብሊችሁ ታስባሊችሁ? 

18. ሌጆቹ የፈፀሙት ወንጀሌ የቤተሰብ ተፅኖ አሇው ብሊችሁ ታስባሊችሁ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


