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Abstract
The main objecti ve of the study is to investigate police officers' allitude
towards gender -based violence in
Kirkos Sub -City of Addis Ababa. To allain this objective, both primar
y and secondary data collection
methods were used. The secondary data were gathered through critica
l review of related conceptual,
theoretical, empirical studies as well as policies at the international, region
al and national levels.
The primary data were collected through quantitative and qualitative
methods. The survey questionnaire
was used to gather the relevant quantitative data which were analyzed
through statistical techniques such
as percentage, mean, median and standard deviation. The qualitative
data were gathered through focus
group discussions. in-depth interviews with victims, key informants
and police officers. Finally, the
findings of the study were thematically organized and analyz ed throug
h triangulation of various data
sources to increase the validity and reliability of the findings of the study.
It was found that gender-based violence is prevalent ill the study area,
but it is not adequately reported
since it affects the victims who are in a relatively lower status in terms
of age, socio-economic status and
power relations. The police officers in the study area have positiv e allitude
towards community policing
system, but they do not practice it to prevent and mitigate GB V crimes.
It was also found that there is no clear gender difference in the allitude
of police officers towards GB V.
The police officers application and scope of GBV criminality is mostly
related to sexual violence only;
their allitude towards WOmen and girls was found to be not positiv e in
that they see women and girls as
subordinate to men and boys; viewing some of the victims as suspec ts,
blaming them for the violence they
experienced and even being the perpetrators in some cases; it can be
argued that the police officers do
not have positive allitude towards preventing and mitigating GBV crimes.
Thus, the police officers under
study, especially those who are directly related to GB V in the study
area do not have an attitude that
enhances the report rate and decrease the prevalence rate ofGBV
Finally , the study recommends the need for further investigation on
issues related to police oJjicers
allitude towards victims and gender difference in the allitude of police
officers towards GBV. Trainings
should also be given for police officers in order to improve their
understanding of the scope and
criminality ofGBV , their altitude towards victims, WOmen and their altitude
s towards GBV.
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CHA PTE R ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1. Back grou nd of the Study
against a person 's will , and
Gender-based violence (GBV) is "any harmful act that is perpetrated
males and female s" (IAS C,
that is based on socially ascribed (gende r) differe nces between
most often the victim s and
2005 :6). It has a greater impact on wome n and girl s, as they are
, 2005).
sufferers of greater physical damag e than men when victimized (WHO
s facets oflife , community,
GBV is a complex issue that results from and is perpetuated by variou
d to and prevent GBV must
and soc iety (Myra and Eli zabeth , 2006). As such, the ways to respon
unity and society (Ibid).
be just as multi-faceted, involving a ll sectors and memb ers of the comm
and regional human rights
The rights of women and girls may be asserted under interna ti onal
The International Bill of
conventions that are legally binding upon ratifying states (Sally, 1995).
n Rights ("UDHR"), the
Human Rights, compri sed of the Unive rsal Declaration of Huma
the Intern ationa l Covenant
Internati onal Coven ant on Civil and Politi cal Rights ("ICC PR" ), and
l human rights standards
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ("ICESCR"), sets forth genera
p (Ibid). Despite this, for the
that victim s of GBV may invoke aga inst their state of citi zenshi
standa rd s that exclus ivel y
most part, the international comm unity has yet to create effective legal
address this problem (Ibid ).
nce to individual girl s and
Even though strengthened law enforcement not only provides assista
ues to lag far behind the
women, but indirec tl y promotes respect for the rule of law, it contin
settings, girl s and wome n
written code in many countries (Wilder, 2007). Unfortunate ly, in many
unawa re of the law or face
also fail to adequately address their gri evances because they remain
se their ri ghts (Bott, et.al,
social and econo mic batTi ers that make it impossibl e for them to exerci
2005).
get legal help for the GBV
Worse ning the situation, the few wome n and gi rl s who attemp t to
s including lack of effective
committed against them are also discouraged due to many reason
enting the ex isting laws
legal standa rds and weaknesses on the pal1 of enfo rcing organs in implem
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often unable or unwilling to
(Original, et.al, 2004) . That is because police officers and judges are
enforce laws related to GBV (Bott, et.al, 2005).
wome n and girl s to not seek
Some of the factors li sted by UN IFEM (20 I 0) that are infl uencing
fro m service providers; the
legal services include, fear of stigma and judgm ent they may face
(in particul ar, those that are
negative attitudes and poor quality of care given by service providers
by an abusive partner
the first point of contact - health and police); the fear of retri bution
not closely monitored); and
(especiall y where po lice capacity is low and orders of protection are
and processes that are not
intimid ation and hesitation to engage with a compl ex legal system
gender -sensit ive and may re-victimi ze them.
the first to be contacted by
Police officer s are not only one of the law enforcing organs but also
or protect women and girls in
victim s. However, in many cases, they often fai l to investigate cases
s of GBV or women in
danger of GBY (Ibid). Police officer s' attitude towards GBV, victim
ting wome n and girl s from
genera l can affect the success or fai lure in enforc ing the law or protec
Police officer s' attitud e
GBV crimes (Yetnayet, 2003; Logan , et.a l, 2006 and Comp bell , 2005).
atti tude of police officers
affects how each case of GBV is reported and/or handled. That is why,
very vital to the outcome of
(the chiefs and the investigation officers) towards a certai n case is
the case (Original, et.al, 2004).
remedy both before and after
In order to prevent GBV different measu res should be taken as a
body of legal constitution to
the occurrence of crimes. Therefore, since pol ice are the primar y
their attitud e towards GBV to
protect and safe guard the comm unity, it is first import ant to assess
report any violen ce they face
create an enabl ing enviro mnent for victim s, to encourage them to
this thesis invest igates the
and to identi fy the nature and prevalence of GBV. Accord ingly,
attitude of police officers towards GBV in Kirkos Sub-City.

1.2. State men t of the Prob lem
political power relations.
GBV is embed ded in the context of cultural, socio-econom ic, and
are more vulnerable to GBV
Furthermore, in a patriarchic society, it is women and girls who
The low social status and
whi ch is fostered by a culture of male dom inance (B izu, et. al, 2009).
percent of Ethiop ian women
quality of li fe of Ethiop ian women can be evident in that 90
betwee n the ages of 15 and 49 have suffere d from G B V (UNFPA, 2005).
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included in the WHO Multi
Ethiopia has one of the highest prevalence of GBV among countries
t of this, a study conducted
Country Study of Violence against Women (WHO, 2005). In suppor
GBV among college fema le
by Yetnayet, (2003) al so revealed that the physical orland sexual
Another school-based study
students in Mekell e town was found to be 62.1% in their lifetime.
in central Ethiop ia has also
involving 1,40 I randoml y selecte d female high school students
participant female students
clearl y indicated the seriousness ofGB V in schoo ls where 74% of the
reported attempted rape
reported sexual harass ment, 5% reported committed rape and 10%
(Ashenafi, 2004 in Bizu, et.al , 2009).
in the country, and due to
However, due to the existin g socio-economic posi tion of women
against women and girls sti ll
cultural and religious barrier s, a large number of crimes of violence
sexual abuse and rape by an
go unreported for different reasons. One of the reasons can be that
n in many societies do not
intimate partne r is not considered as crime in most countries and wome
the perpetrator (UN, 2010).
consider forced sex as rape if they are married to , or cohabiting with,
a "norm " which means that
In many societies, sexual violence against girls is also considered
For instance, a research
reporting is problematic for the victim and her family (UNFPA, 2005).
in the study informed the
by Yetna yet, (2003) showed that onl y I5.9% of the rape victims
indicates that the magnitude
condition to their fami ly and only 4.7% reported to the police. Thi s
of crimes of violence is much wider than official police record s show.
n and girl s do not report
Moreover, based on the findings of Original, et. al , (2004) , most wome
ing or seeking assistance
violence committed agai nst them because they do not believe that report
uted becaus e of lack of
for such acts has any use since many reported cases are not prosec
e toward s GBV crimes .
evidence or effort to find evidence by the pol ice officers and their attitud
its prevalence rate is hi gher
The above studi es show that GBV is preva lent in Ethiopia and that
reported to police stations.
than what police records show because many GBY crimes are not
s in incide nts of GBV, their
Since police officers are usuall y the first to be contac ted by victim
system in the future; in tern
attitude influences wome n's attempts to seek help through the justice
the above mentioned studies
affecting the prevalence rate of G BY (Logan, et.al, 2006). However,
the fact that police officers
have not done more than mention the high preva lence of GBY and
ned as an important factor
have great ro le in decreasin g GBY. Thoug h it has been mentio
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affecting GBV crime rate, police officers ' attitude towards GBV has not been thoroughly studied
by these researches.
Moreover, most of these studies also give over emphasis on the magnitude of the problem at the
expense of some important factors such as what has been done to prevent these crimes in
addition to legal provi sions or if the attitude of the legal enforcement body available is good
enough to miti gate the problem. Therefore, this study attempts to fill these gaps by studying the
overall attitude of police officers in Kirkos Sub-city towards GBV, GBV victims and women in
general in addition to studying the prevalence of GBV in the study area and the policing system
applied which is not stud ied in Addis Ababa or the specific study area. Insufficiency of
researches done in Ethiopia on Police officers attitude toward s GBV and the above mentioned
gaps have necessitated the researcher to conduct the study and investigating police officers
attitude towards GBV through a gender lens is the main objective of this study.

1.3 Objectives of the Study
1.3.1 General Objective
The general objective of this study is to investigate po lice officers' attitude towards gender-based
violence in Kirkos Sub-City, Addi s Ababa.

1.3.2 Specific Objectives
The specific objectives of this study are to:
I. identify the types, scope and crim inality of gender-based violence in the study area;
2. explore the prevalence of gender-based violence in the study area;
3. examine the policing system preferred by police officers in the study area;
4. investigate the attitude of police officers towards women in general and gender-based
violence in particular; and
5. explore gender difference in police officers' attitude towards gender-based violence.

1.4 Research Questions
Based on the objectives of the study, the research questions include:
I. To what extent is gender-based violence prevalent in the study area?
4

ity Police Department?
2. What types of gender-based violence are reported in Kirkos Sub-C
3. Which type of policing system is preferred by police officers?
l and gender-based
4. What is the attitude of police officers towards women in genera
violence in particular?
gender -based violence?
5. Is there any gender difference in police officers' attitud e towards

1.5 Sign ifica nce of the Stud y
that affects women and girls
Gender-base d violence (GBV) is a health and human right issue
issue too. That is why it is
disproportionally throughout their life; which makes it a development
as possible. Having laws
very important to find ways to prevent, contro l and decrease it as much
the occurrence of this crime.
against GBV and implementing those laws is one way of decrea sing
great roles in helping to
As a primar y bod y of the law enforcing organ, po lice officer s have
will be accountable and
reduce GBV and ensuring the safety of women and girl s. Usually people
d when they have positive
respon sible and perform any action as to what is expected or beyon
officers that their attitude
consideration and reflection toward s it. The same is true for police
such cases; which, in turn,
towards GBV against women and girls affects the action they take for
r of GBV reported. Thus,
affects the tru st of women and girls on the legal system and the numbe
important.
it makes researching about police officers' attitudes towards GBV very
proces sing personnel can
The attitudes, comm ents, opinions or assumptions of criminal justice
positive attitud e, clear
be either helpful or demorali zing to the victim s of GBV. Since having
consideration if not more
understanding of what GBV is, and considering or giving equal
it needs to be studied in
emphasis to GBV is the steppin g stone towards the prevention of GBV,
order to be improved or reinforced.
r are being given to police
Recently, trainin gs regarding the legal system , policies, and gende
gs; particu larly, regarding
officer s; especially, in Addis Ababa but the effects of these trainin
the attitude of police officers
GBV are not studied. That is why it has become impor1ant to study
ore, this study wi ll
in addition to the change in the preva lence and nature of GBV. Theref
nature, and police officers'
contribute in providing information about the Sub-C ity's prevalence,
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also pave the way fo r furth er
attitud e toward s wome n in genera l and GBV in particular. It will
resear ch on the issue at hand .

1.6 Scop e and Limi tatio n of the Stud y
cers toward s gender- based
The purpose of thi s study is to investi gate the attitud e o f police offi
area is purpos ively selecte d
violen ce in Kirkos Sub- City of Addis Ababa. Even though the study
other police offi cers outsid e
and delimited to Kirkos Sub-C ity, it is possib le to have an insight of
delimited to those who came
the research area based on the results of the study. The victim s are
tment and those who are
to the Wome n and Childr en's Offi ce of the Sub-C ity' s Police Depar
a direct relation to the issue
willing to participate in additio n to those who are expected to have
from Godan aw Rehabilitatio n
under discussion, especially when it comes to the victim s selecte d
to be interviewed, onl y few
Integrated Proj ect (GRIP ). Due to the unwillingness of victim s
the victim s who are living in
vi ctims who came to report their cases are includ ed. Beside s, since
their experi ence with poli ce
GRIP have not reporte d their cases, it was not possible to examine
for thi s study is delimited to
officers in the process of reporti ng and other communicati ons. GBV
n and girl s di spropo rtionall y;
GBV comm itted agains t wome n and girl s because it affects wome
the researcher is that there are
in which they are usuall y the victim s. The other proble m faced by
e toward s gender-based
no sufficient report s or docum ents in relati on to pol ice offi cers' attitud
violence and pol icing system s in the Ethi opi an context.

1. 7 Oper ation al Defin ition of Term s Used in the Stud y
they are used throughout the
The terms li sted here are all operati onally defi ned in a context that
study.
•

d, changes over time,
Gende r: is a sociall y constructed identit y of a wo man and a man, learne
and refers not
and varies widely within and across cultures. Gende r is relatio nal
r, 2007).
simpl y to wo men or men but to the relat ionship betwee n them (Mose

•

refers to violen ce directed
Gende r-Base d Violen ce (GBV ): the term gender-based violen ce
or her ro le in a
against a person because of his or her gender and expectati ons of his
refers only to
society or cul ture (UN IFEM, 20 I 0). Howev er, in thi s study, GBV
violence agai nst wo men and girl s.
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•

Policing: is a social service created by human beings, rendered by human beings to human
beings in an environment shaped by human beings. Policing is a means to justice
and to the security of individuallibe11y (Stevens, 2003 :22).

•

Police Officers: are constituted bodies of persons empowered by the state to enforce the law,
protect property, and limit civil disorder. Their powers include the legitimized use
of force. The term is most commonly assoc iated with police services of a state that
are authorized to exercise the police power of that state within a defined legal or
territorial area of responsibility (Po li ce Studies Institute, 2009).

•

Police Depntment: refe rs to the head police ofiice of the Sub-City under study.

•

Police stations : are o ffice s found under the Sub-City's Police Department.

•

Attitude: refers to a fee ling, belief, or opinion of approval or disapproval towards something
(Bonnie, 2001).
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CHA PTE R TW O
LIT ERA TUR E AND DOC UM ENT REV IEW
2.1 Conceptual and Theoretical Frameworks
2.1.1 Defin ition of Term s and Concepts
Gender
the term is also used to
Gender refers to a socially constructed identity of a woman and a man;
r identity) di stinct from sex
distinguish a social role (gender role)! or person al identity (gende
s as female or male (Eitzen
(Kiriti, 20 11 ). Sex is a biolog ical characteristics that define human
time, and varies widely
and Baca-Zinn, 2000) . Unlike sex, gender is learned, chang es over
within and across cultures (Mose r, 2007).
makin g the focus on gender
Gender is recogni zed as a vitall y impol13nt development issue;
expectations of the genders
equality, insuring participation at all levels on differe nt roles and
ant issue is that gender
within comm uniti es (Kiriti , 20 II). What makes gender an import
a prevalent fOlm of social
inequality is not onl y pervas ive across all societies but also
's formal laws and statuse s
disadv antage within societi es. It is constructed both through society
This inequality or the power
and through unwritten norm s and shared und erstandings (Ibid).
ination against women
relations between men and wome n, through time, resulted in the discrim
by men . Gender-based viol ence is one manifestation of this inequality.

Gender-based Violence
because of hi s or her
Gender-based violence (GBV) refers to violen ce directe d against a person
EM, 2010). GBV in the
gende r and expectations of hi s or her role in a society or culture (UNIF
life, comm unity, and society
world is a complex issue that is influen ced by variou s facets of
, level of awareness, and
(USAID, 2006). Thi s is because there is an immen se disparity in culture
the roles and respon sibiliti es
understanding, among the comm unity and society . In addition,
thi s theme is perceived from
shared among men and wome n vary from society to society . Since,
also varies. However, there
differe nt point of views, the designation and ex planation of violence
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sed on others without their
is a common understanding that vio lence is an action which is exerci
motivation.
interna tional human rights
GBV is a violati on of universal human rights protec ted by
ghest attainable standard of
conven tions, inc luding the right to securi ty; the right to the hi
cruel, inhum an or degrading
physical and menta l heal th; the ri ght to freedo m from torture or
treatm ent; and the ri ght to life (UNFP A, 200 5).
, and that is based on sociall y
GBV is any harmful act that is perpetrated aga inst a perso n's will
to any harm that has a
ascri bed (gende r) differences betwee n males and female s. It refers
, and identity of the person ;
negative impact on the physic al or psycho logica l health , develo pment
tions, among males and
and that is the resu lt of gende red power inequ ities that explo it distinc
among fe males (Benja min, J. & Murchison L., 2003).
on of the terms 'gende r' and
The above discussion has made comprehensible that the definiti
er, when one draws closer
'GBV ' are not marked out fo r wome n or girl s exclus ively. Howev
l that the wome n are usually
consideration to vio lence in many cases, it is appare nt and factua
that GBV dispro portion ately
maltreated or offended (UNF PA, 20 11 ). Research evidences reveal
. Wome n and girls mainl y
affects wome n and girls; in whi ch the fe male is usuall y the victim
lity of power , and where
represent the most disadvantaged social groups where there is inequa
the cruelty they are suffe ring.
they have no chance of expressing their thoughts and go up aga inst
thi s study too, GBV focuses
Due to these and flll1her reasons, in many other researc hes, and in
others; especially that of the
on wome n and girl s who are hi ghl y suffering the viciou sness of
men. In suppo rt of this, the (UNFP A, 1998: 5) states that:
it emanates from
The fundamental distinguishing featu re of gender -based violence is that
y tolerated and is
the use of force or coercion, physical or psychological that is sociall
life cycle. Th is
carried out predom inantly against women and girls at eve,y stage of their
core the singular
is not to discount violence that is directed at boys and men but to unders
by its nature,
and,
ned
sanctio
y
difference: gender-based violence is essentially sociall
violence to
of
form
a
is
deep-rooted and pervasive in the lives of girls and women. It
gender identity.
which girls and women are subjected primarily, because of their female
and rationalized
As females, they face systematic discrimination ji'om an entrenched
almost universal
system of gender -based power relations, which then perpetuates an
ble to acts of
vulnera
highly
pattern of subordination that leaves girls and women
families and
their
physical, sexual, or psychological harm ji'om male members of
employers.
communities. including husbands, lovers, brothers, fathers , teachers, and
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not limited to , physical, sexual ,
Generally, the definition and explanation of GBV includes, but is
and/or deprivation of liberty
and psycholo gical harm includ ing intimidation, sufferi ng, coercion,
ce, which is perpetrated or
within the family or within the general comm unity and also violen
condo ned by the State (UNFP A, 1998).
Types ofGB V

countr ies, and regions. Thi s
The nature and extent of spec ific types of GBV vary across cu ltures,
ce for the others at all. In
is because an action, which is consid ered as violence, may not be violen
of the society . Hence , they
some cases, the victim s may take such action s as acceptable n0l111S
to the level of education and
are often tolerated or not even recognized. This is mainly due
awaren ess of that region or countr y in general.
streng thened that GBV
The degree and nature of violence can also vary in age. WHO fl1liher
Action s that are believed as
could take differe nt forms for differe nt ~ge groups (lASe , 2005).
ranges of children, may not
violence for one age group, or especi ally for those who are in the age
totally be violen ce for those who are in the middle age or above.
pment of a country there are
GBV can also differ in time. As time passes , depen ding on develo
and views. Due to social,
changes in values and practices that shape and alter social expect ations
y reassesses and makes
economic, and political change s that come with time, a countr
new action s or activities that
amend ment on its laws. In this case, there is a chance to incorp orate
alread y existed from its law.
wer not previo usly cons idered as violence or to disregard the ones
the different types of GBV
Howev er, many soc ial and educat ional researchers have pointe d out
differe nt comm unity, society
in a more inclus ive and genera l terms which could be accept ab le in
and situations. Below are the different types ofGBV .
GBV accord ing to UNFP A (2005) falls into three categories;
I.

2.

teasing,
Elllotional Ab use: This includes verbal abuse such as hurtful words,
01' using
making rejeren ce to parts oj a woman's body in derogatory terms,
sexually explicit language.
pulling,
Physical abuse: Th is includes touching withoul permission, pushing,
01'
object
us
slapping, pinching, kicking, beating, and scathing with an injurio
liquid also fail under this category.
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3.

Sexual abuse: This occurs when a man insists on a sexual relationship without
the consent of the woman. He may force himself on her, or may harass or coerce
her. Sexual violence might include but not limited to rape, marital rape, and
sexual harassment.

In line with this, the rights group Amnesty International in Plus News (2007: 1) has
identified three di stinct types of GBV from different perspectives. These are;
I.

Family violence: violence committed within a woman 's or girl's family. This type
of GBV might include marital rape, sexual abuse from a husband, brother, or
uncle and the abuse of children.

2.

Community Violence: This is a rape by a person unknown or unrelated to a
woman. Human trafficking and forced prostitution also fall into this category.

3. State violence: violence commilled or condone by individuals employed by the
state like prison guards, soldiers, or border officials.

Life cycle or phases olGBV
Though the following are listed as phases or lifecycles of GBV, they can also be seen as types
because they clearly distingui sh GBV based on the age range in which violence could occur
(Heise, et.al, 1994 in Benjamin, J. & Murchison L., 2003:S).
1. Prena/al: in some countries like China, India and Republic of Korea parents abort their child

on the basis that it is a girl. This sex selective abortion can be taken as double violence where
both the mother and the fetus are violated because of their gender. It is at this time that the
mother is roughly treated because of the sex of the conceived fetus, which exposes her to
emotional and physical pain. It is also violating the right of the fetus to survive by killing it
before it is born.
2.

Infancy: this violence, which continues from female infanticide occurs in a way
which causes emotional and physical abuse; differential access to food and medical
care for girl infants. In a society where there is cultural preference for boys, girls
start to be violated even at infant stage by being deprived of their basic rights and
needs when compared to the boys.

3.

Childhood: although the nature and degree of the violence vary from society to
society, females are highly violated at this age too. These children are exposed to
different devas tating situations like child marriage; genital mutilation; child
prostitution, sexual abuse by family members and strangers. There is also differential
access to food, medical care, and education.

4. Adolescence: Among the greatest threats to adolescent development are dating and
courtship violence, economically-coerced sex, sexual abuse in the workplace; rape;
sexual harassment; forced prostitution; trafficking in women. It also includes all the
other threats, which could happen to a woman of any age like female genital
mutilationicutting, child marriage, and premature parenthood.
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dowry abuse
Reproductive: Abuse of women by intimot e mole partners, marital rape;
in the
abuse
and murders; Partner homicide; psychological abuse; sexual
workplace; sexual harass ment; rape, abuse of women with disabilities.

5.

l, sexual,
Old Age: Abuse of widows or elder abuse violence may be physica
psychological, economical, or socio cultural.

6.

nt types of GBV , one can see
Although different author s and writers gave distinc tion for differe
detai l, even though these are
that there is a great intelTe lations hip among these types of GBV. In
ood sexual abuse, rape,
not the only explic itly exerci sed viol ence, sexual coercion, childh
mutila tion, honor killing s,
trafficking, rape in conflic t situations, acid throwing, female genital
TEAC H-VIP , 2005),
and dowry deaths are among the widely observ ed vi ol ence types (WHO

Policillg
by human beings to human
"Polic ing is a social servIce created by human beings, rendered
a means to justice and to the
beings in an enviro nment shaped by human beings. Policin g is
security of individua l liberty" (Steve ns, 2003:22).
ine, which has intimate
Policing is one of those few lines of work, like teachin g and medic
is a type of work which has a
connections with social life, social progress, and socia l change. It
and day to day activities. It
din::ct cOIU1ection with indi vidual s or generally with the society'S life
where majority of the society
is with this intenti on that many police station s are found closely
t for citizen s and help police
li ve in; because these stati ons serve as a handy point of contac
officers respond faster to emerg ency calls.
the state to enforce the law,
Pol ice Office rs are constituted bodies of persons empow ered by
legitimized use of force . The
protect proper ty, and limit civil disorder. Their power s include the
that are authori zed to exerci se
term is most comm only associated with police services of a state
area of respon sibi lity ( Publ ic
the police power of that state within a define d legal or territorial
Safety and Policy ,2009) .
s are expected to perform.
As a profession there are varIOUS activiti es which police officer
as follow s;
According to Go ldstein (1977), so me of the major functions are li sted
•

and property
To prevent and control conduct widely recognized as threatening to life
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•

of violent
To aid individuals who are in danger of physical harm. such as the victims
auack

•

To facilitate the movement ofpeople and vehicles

•

addicted. the
To assist those who cannot care for themse lves. the intoxicated. the
mentally ill. the physically disabled. the old. and the young

•

individuals. or
To resolve conflict. whether it be between individuals. groups and
individuals and their governments

•

problems
To identify problems that have the potent ialfor becoming more serious

•

To create and maintain afeelin g of security in communities

society In preventing and
From thi s, it can be said that police officers serve the
and genera ll y promoting
stopping crimes from happening and bringing convicts to justice
security to nation s.
affairs of a community,
Policing involves with regulating, sustaining and contro lling the
, safety, and other matters
especially with respect to maintenance of order, law, health , morals
ies carried out varies from
affecting the public welfar e. However the way these policing activit
various writers, some divide
place to place and time to time. As can be revealed from works of
policing into two and others in to three, or more .
policing. The first one is
In relation to this, Antoinette (2008) emphasized on two types of
with the citizens within a
traditional policing in which the officer has little interaction
OcculTing, rather the police
community and, there is nothing in place to try to prevent crime from
second type of policing is
officer would respond when a call came in that a crime occurred. The
community involvement
called community oriented policing where the officers will take a more
best in revealing various
and contribute a lot in preventing crimes and contributing their
information.
traditional policing and
From the above, it can be seen that there is a clear distinction among
ways to counteract crime. In
community-oriented policing styles or types. They follow different
unity other than reporting
the traditional policing style, there is no involvement of the comm
s on the other hand are not
incidences to police officers after occurrence of crimes and the officer
happening. Whereas on the
close to the community and have no role in preven ting crimes before
in a way the community
latter case, the community and the police work in close collaboration
13

s the whole community will
develops strong trust on them. Then when something bad happen
pull together to stop the crimes from happening or continuing.
ng the society, it is necessary
Due to the variou s life sty les and increasi ng social changes affecti
ays, the traditional policing
to develop various alternative resources and new strategies. Nowad
with the increasing social
style is being replaced by the community based policing to go in line
sed. Every time and every
changes, emerg ing techno logy and type of crimes and vio lence exerci
safety . The increase of crime
where police have the obligations to make the commlmity li ve in
police can use the more
number needs more active po li ce roles. Therefore, in certain cases,
widel y exercised types of
effective type of po licing. All in all , the most comm only known and
policing, the traditional and comm un ity policing, are discussed below.

A. Traditional Policing
opposed to working with the
It is a type of policin g which dictates laws to the public as
to measure police success
community. It empha sizes rapid response times to crime as the way
prosec uting criminals seems
(Sparrow, 1988). The focus on identifying, apprehending and
times, the number of calls
logical enough. It measures its successes ch iefly through response
is almos t exclusively on
handled, and detection rates for serious crime (Ibid). Its focus, which
ely clear (Nicholl, 1999).
incidents and crime events, kept the objectives of police activity relativ
after occurrence followed by
It is a reactive type of policing which gives response to offenses
't encom pass allowing the
investigation. It is also a one way of response to crime which doesn
disaffection and lack of trust,
active participation of the community. As a result, it contributed to
especiall y between the po lice and the comm unity they serve.
s for service on an incident
In addition, traditional policing invo lves itse lf, primarily, with call
in and Goh, 2006). Since it
driven basis as they occurred and dealing with them as needed (Colv
potential to stop or at least to
gives empha sis on taking actions after the incidence of crime, the
crime types, complexity and
prevent crime in advance is very minimal. Besides the fact that
deman ding and crucial that
frequencies are increa sing and chang ing from tim e to time, it is found
designed and a paradigm shift
a strategy that goes in line with the ever chang ing world should be
un ity policing (Bass, 2000).
in policing philosophy which gave ri se to the development of comm
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B. COllllllunity Po/ici ng

to prevent crime and solve
It is a type of policin g which brings police and citizens together
to crime after it happens
problems, empha sizing the prevention of crime rather than responding
core idea of community
(Tillman, 2000). Though there is no significant difference on the
and Souryal, 1995 as cited in
policing, it is defined in divers e ways. According to Skogan, 1990
s a faci litating role of police
Cheurprakobkit S. (2002) some believe community policing reflect
change in police structure,
where citizens are encouraged to help them selves. Others consider the
citi zen empowerment, and
management, and operat ions such as decentralization of author ity,
ing strategies as parts of
quality control of police-citizen contacts, and creative problem-solv
baum , 1988; Zhao, et.al,
community-oriented policing (Cordner, 1998; Goldstein, 1996; Rosen
that comm unity policing is
1994) in Cheurprakobkit S. (2002). However, some scho lars argue
traditional policing and the
not completely a new philosophy as a whole. It expands the focus of
ies to prevent and address
role of police officer s to be proactive and using proactive strateg
problems of crime (Stewart, 2007).
with the community they
In comm unity policin g the police establish a more close attachment
sible and accountable in
live in, to encourage the community to fully participate, feel respon
an, 2000). It is also stated
protecting themselves, their famil y and the community at large (Tillm
it occurs and, therefore, are
that traditionall y, pol ice organizations have responded to crime after
, arrests , and follow-up
structured to suppo rt routin e patro l, rapid response to calls for service
strategic and thoughtful
investigation (Friedmann, 1992). Comm unity policing calls for a more
r police mission focu sed
incorporation of these aspects of police business into an overall broade
In a society where there is
on the proactive prevention of crime and di sorder (Matthew, 2008).
burden of the police wi ll
strong bond and cooperation betwee n the police and the society, the
als, ensuring the safety of
reduce and become efficient in contro lling situations, arresti ng crimin
both the law enforcement officer and the public in general.
ization for Security and
The central premise of community policing according to Organ
community participation in
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE, 2008: 15) is that the level of
crime should be raised since
enhancing safety and social order and in so lving comm unity related
e such partnerships , the
the police cannot carry out thi s task on their own. In order to achiev
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police must be better integrated into the community and strengthen their legitimacy through
policing by consent and improvi ng their services to the public. Therefore, they should:
o

be visible and accessible to the public;

o

know, and be h 1OWI1 by, the public;

o

respond to the communities' needs;

o

listen

o

engage and mobilize the communities; and

o

be accountable/or their activities and the outcome a/these activities.

fO

the communities' concerns,'

Generally the modification or change of traditional policing to community policing can be
considered as, a modification of the rol e of police officers from a control and arresting nmction
to a service oriented of preventing role. Table 1 shows a comparison of the traditional policing
and community policing on different basis in a question and answer form .

Attitude towards Women
Attitude refe rs to a feel ing, belief, or Op1l110n of approval or di sapproval towards something
(Donnie, 2001). One way in which one can determ ine attitude of a person towards women is
through the sexi sm behaviors they ex hibit. According to the definition of the American Heritage
Dictionary of the Engli sh Language (2009), 'sex ism ' is discrimination based on gender,
especially di scrimination against women or attitudes, conditi ons, or behaviors that promote
stereotyping of socia l roles based on gender.
Hostile sex ism is a part of a model of sex ism developed by Glick & Fiske, 1996, 2000, as cited
in Smith, & Craig-Henderson, (2010). Hostile sex ism is a negative emotion directed specificall y
towards women, such as anger, resentment, etc. Hostile sexism has three sources: dominant
paternalism, or a need to control women; competitive gender differentiation, which is an
emphasis on the differences between women and men and a devaluation of women; and hostile
heterosexuality is viewing sex as a resource and women as controlling sex for their own
purposes. Hostile sex ism is the type that results in men bel ievin g that women are inferior. Men
think as if a woman's place is in the kitchen, and also women should be protected by men
(Everything, 200 I).
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The way, in which men and women were soc ialized to see themselves and others, strongl y
influences their behavior (Prekel, 200 1). In a culture where it is, or was until recently, "OK" to
discriminate against peo ple because they are different (in terms of gender, race, cu lture, religion,
lifestyle, political conviction or whatever), the abuse of power or humiliation wi ll not be unusual.
Usually, overt sex ism is defined as "uneq ual and harmful treatment of women that is readily
apparent, visible, and observable, and can be easily documented". Ho sti le sexism involves
having negative feelings toward women who do not follow traditional societal norms. Hostil e
sexism occurs when women who have traditional masculine traits or feminist beliefs are held in
contempt, (Gl ick & Fiske, 1996,2000, in Sm ith, & Craig-Henderson, 2010).
To balance the picture, however, it is important to note the prevalence of hostile sexism. In
nearly all cultures and time periods for which information is available, women have been
restricted to social ro les with low status than those of men . In various societies, there is evidence
that women face di scrimination in gaining employment (Fitzgerald & Betz, 1983 ; Glick, 1991 in
Smith, & Craig-Henderson, 2010), and sexual harassment on the job (Gutek, 1985) and, as to
Gli ck P. and Fiske S. (1996) cited in Smith, & Cra ig-Henderson, (2010), are perceived less
favorably than men when enacting leadership roles in a masculine manner or domain.
As can be inferred from the overall discussion of the definition of terms and concepts, GBV is
mainly noticeable and is exercised on women and girl s by men. As the discrimination of women
and the value given to them is one ground for the violence they are suffering, it has also made
them not to entertain the rights they have as a human. In relation to this, the study attempts to
investigate the prevalence of GBV, policing system preference and attitude of police officers
toward s women, GBV victims and GBV; since police officers are one of the first agents to be
conducted by victims.

2.1.2 Theoretical Perspectives
Even though it is accustomed to use theories as a theoreti cal fram e work; in thi s study it was
changed to theoretical perspectives because three theories were used to explain the findings of
the study than one theory explaining the whole finding as a frame work.
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perpetuate differential
Gender is a socially constructed means by which society and culture
show that GBV manifests
experi ences for men and wome n (Ki riti , 20 11 ). Different researc hes
of forms. Scholars and
itself primaril y as violence against wome n and girls and in a variety
of operation that occurs at
feminist activists have discussed violence against women as a form
, 2000). Feminist
structural , institutional and individual level s (Pincus, 2000 and Young
with regard to why and how
theoretical perspe ctives help analyze GBV against wome n and girl s
scourage the violence.
men use violence and why and how there is so little state action to di
are briefly discussed
Therefore, fem ini st theoretical perspecti ves related to the issue at hand
below.

Liberal Femillist Perspective
essentially the same as men
Libera l feminists argue that all people are created equal; women are
and scientific explanation of
(VanderVeen , 2006). Liberal fem ini sts have fait h in rati onality
ng because of a disrupted
events. They also explain GBV against women and girls as resulti
ed mascul inity (Walb y,
family background and chi ldhood experience which results in impair
violen ce against women
1990). They further argue that the conve ntional analysis toward s male
Thus, the liberal feminists'
and girl s is the act of a few psychologicall y deranged men.
rather than social context
explanation of violence focuses more on psychological processes
oppOliunity and freedom, the
(Ibid). They sugges t that, based upon the principles of equality of
res and equality through
state should bring about wome n ' s liberation through legislative measu
girls is also making states
law (VanderVeen, 2006). Their so lution to GBV against wome n and
riate international and
accountable for lack of enforcement as much as for making approp
However, the state is
national laws to help wo men and girls (Klein and Richard , 2005).
to court due to the nature of
inefficient and fac es technical difficulties in bringing vio lent men
the offences (Walb y, 1990).

The Radical Feminist Perspective
nce, and that patriarchy,
Radical Femini sts say that gender is the fundamenta l form of differe
oppression and at the root of
wome n's oppression and domination by men, is the fundam ental
econo mic production
other soc ial problems. Patriarchy pervades public world of formal
and biological reproduction
processes but also private worlds of family, marriage, sexual ity
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(VanderVeen, 2006). Radical feminists are the first to introduce the following feminist issues:
reproductive and contraceptive rights, abol1ion, reproductive techniques, sexuality expressions
and experience, sex ual and physical violence against women, (rape, sexual harassment, incest,
pornography and domestic violence) (Ibid). They further argue that both violence and sexuality
are considered to be socially shaped and male violence is considered to have both gendered and
social characters (Wa lby, 1990). Radical feminists explain that tlu'ough the systematic
privileging of men and the masculine and subordinating women and the feminine , interlocking
system of the society supports oppression and reinforces the subjugation of women and the
various forms of vio lence perpetuated against them (Norsworthy, 2002). They further describe
the patriarchal structure upon which societies are built. Women occupy a subordinate status and
are therefore, at a ri sk for various focuses of abuse, assault and exploitation (Kabi lsing, 1992;
Pongsapich, 1997). GBV expresses itself, and is further perpetuated, in a variety of ways and
through the various channels in patriarchal societies Rumble and Keesbury, (2008) in Opolot S.
(20 II). It happens within multiple layers of power, space and language; encompassing the who le
of society, from the most ' public' of spheres to the most 'private '. Therefore, elements ofGBV
against women and girls should be deconstructed at the institutional and individual level to bring
social change because ' the personal is political and also the political is personal' (VanderVeen,
2006).

rite InterseCliolla/ity/ MIi/liclI/lliral Feminist Perspective
The intersectionalityl multicultural feminist perspective suggest that GBV against women and
girls does not happen only because of their gender but because of the diverse positions they have
in the society they live in (Frye, 2001). Other soc ial identities and social locations such as race,
ethnicity, class, sex ual orientation, religious affiliation and age may interact with gender to
increase or decrease the power of the perpetrator, the impact of the violence, and the
vulnerability of the targeted perso n (Ibid). Thus, in order to deal with GBV against women and
girls, not on ly shou ld the society consider all aspects of the women and girls' life (private and
public), but also the other aspects of their life.
Generally, though the li beral feminists have their contribution in making efforts to bring
women's and girls' liberation and recognition of their human ri ghts by making states accountable
for lack of enforcement in addition to making appropriate laws to help women and girls; their
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effort in the publi c aspect of GBV is not enough to solve the problem whi ch happens in both
pri vate and public spheres. The radical fe minists, unlike the liberal femin ists, have recogni zed
the private and public oppressions of wo men, by making the personal po litical and vice-versa to
deconstruct GBV at the institutional and individual level in bringing social change. However, in
bringing thi s soc ial change, the radi ca l fem inists have not consid ered other dimensions of
women' s and gi rl s' oppression such as age, economic status, ethnicity and the likes, that affect
women' s and gi rl s' status in the soci ety and increase their vulnerability to GBV, which are
addressed by intersectionality/multicultural fem ini sts. Therefore, the strengths of all the three
theoretical perspectives were used in thi s study

2.2 Policies and Legal Frameworks
2.2.1 International Instruments to E liminate Violence against Women
GBV violates several human rights like the right to li fe , liberty and security of a person; equal
protection under the law; not to be subjected to torture or other cruel inhuman or degrading
treatment or puni shment; the hi ghest attainable standard of physical and mental health; equality;
be free from all forms of di scrimination and j ust; and favorable conditions of work. That is why
it is currently recognized as a global human rights probl em that requires a comprehensive and
coord inated response from civil society, the state and international community (Pan American
Health Organization [PAHOl, 20 10).
According to PAHO (20 10), there are five well known international instruments directly
addressing the issue of GBV against wo men and girl s.
i. World Co nference on Human Rights (Vienna Declaration and Platform for Action, 1993)

In particular, the Wo rld Conference on Human Rights gives emphasis on the importance of
working towards the elimination of violence against women and girls in public and private life,
part icularly, the elimination of all fo rm s of sex ual harassment, exploitation and trafficking in
women, the elimi nation of gender bias in the admini stration of justice and the erad ication of any
confl icts which may ari se between the rights of women and the harmful effects of certain
traditional or customary practices, cultural prej ud ices and religious extrem ism (UN Office of the
High Commissioner on Human Rights [UNHCR], 1993). The World Conference on Human
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Rights calls upon the General Assembly to adopt the draft declaration on GBV against women
and urges states to co mbat GBV against women in accordance with its provi sions. Violations of
the human ri ghts of women and girl s in situati ons of armed conflict are viol ations of the
fundamental principles of international human rights and humanitarian law. All violations of thi s
kind, incl uding pal1icularly murder, systematic rape, sexual slavery, and forced pregnancy,
require a particu larly effective response (Ibid).
ii. Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women, (1993)
As UNHCR, (1994) Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (DEVA W) is
one of the two declarations which expli citly guarantee women's right to live violence-free lives.
This declaration came about considering the following among others, that GBV against women
and girls is a manifestation of hi storically unequal power relations between men and women,
which has led to dom ination over and discrimination against women by men and to the
prevention of the full advancement of women, and that GBV is one of the crucial social
mechani sms by which women are forced into a subordinate position compared with men, that
some groups of wo men, such as women belonging to minority groups, indi genous women,
refugee women, migrant women, women li ving in rural or remote communities, destitute
women, women in institutions or in detention, female children, women with disabilities, elderly
women and women in situations of armed confl ict, are especiall y vulnerable to vio lence, and that
GBV against women and gi rl s in the family and society was pervasive and cut across lines of
income, class and culture had to be matched by urgent and effective steps to eliminate its
incidence.
iii. Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence
Against Women (Convention of Bel em do Para), (1994)
Inter-American Comm iss ion on Hum an Rights [IACHR] , 1994 shows that thi s convention is the
other convention whi ch is clearly developed to assure that women and girls should li ve free of
violence. It was in 1994 that the heads of state of the countries of the Americas region decl ared
that GBV against women constitutes a vio lation of their human rights and fu ndanlental freedom s,
that violence aga inst women pervades every sector of society regardl ess of class, race or ethnic
group, income, cul ture, level of educati on, age or religion, that the elimination of violence
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against women is essential for their individual and social development and their fu ll and equal
parti cipation in all wa lks of li fe.
iv. International Co nference on Population and Development (Cairo Program of Action),
(1994)
UN Department of Public Information [UNDPI], (1995) states that since it is both the women
and men which make up the world populati on, it is difficult to expect global development
irrespecti ve of common opp0l1unity and contributions from both bodies. The impact of GBV
against women and girl s on population and Development is clearly recogni zed by the Cairo
Program of Action under one of its principles; advancing gender equality and equity and the
empowerment of women, the elimination of all kinds of violence against women and ensuring
women's abi lity to control their own fertilit y are cornerstones of popu lation and developmentrelated programs.
v. Fourth World Co nference on Women (Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,
1995)
In the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, it is stated that violence against women is an
obstacle to the achieve ment of the obj ecti ves of equality, development and peace and that
violence against women both violates and impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women of their
human rights and fu ndamental freedoms (UN, 1995 ). Taking integrated measures to prevent and
eliminate violence against women; study the causes and consequences of violence against
women and the effecti ve ness of preventi ve measures; and Eliminate trafficking in women and
assist victims of violence due to prostitution and trafficking are subsequent strategies forwarded
on the conference in order to eliminate violence against women (Ibid).

International Day for the Elimination of Violence agail/st Women
As UN Developm ent Program [UNDP] , (2002) puts it, the fact that many countries began to
enter and sign conventions on the above fi ve international instruments, laid the foundation for
their dedication of a date for the eliminati on of violence against women and girls after their
declarati on. Durin g the 33 rd UN plenary meeting on 17, December 1999, it was decided to
designate 25 th , November as the Internationa l Day fo r the Elimination of Violence against
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Women and to invite appropriate governments, relevant agencies, bod ies, funds and programs of
the United Nations system, and other international organizations and non-governmental
organizations, to organi ze activities designed to raise public awareness on the problem of
vio lence against women on that day.

2.2.2 Regional Legal Framework on GBV
The Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People's Rights on the Rights of Women in
Africa (the African Women' s Prop]'
toco l) adopted in 2003 , addresses the concerns of African Women in a more specific manner
(ADF VI, 2008). It is an important legal document that clearly stipulates the notion of violence
against women in a binding document. The protoco l outlined state parties to adopt and
implement appropriate measures to ensure the protection of every woman's right of respect,
dignity and protection from all forms of violence. It further included measures to be taken by
member states to enact and enforce laws, identify the causes and consequences of violence,
punish the perpetrators of violence against women, and establish mechanisms and accessible
services for effective information, rehabi litation and reparation fo r victims of violence against
women (Melak, 20 12).
The Solemn Declaration on Gender Equal ity in Afri ca (S DGEA) adopted in 2004, requires States
to respect exist ing normati ve standards on women 's human rights. Through the SDGEA,
governments have agreed to among others "ex pand and promote the gender parity principle,
ensure the active promotion and protection of all human rights for women and girl s, undertake to
sign and ratify the Protoco l to the African Charter on Human and Peop le 's Rights on the Rights
of Women in Afri ca by the end of 2004. The declaration also reaffirm s the commitment by
Heads of States to a number of treaties such as CEDA W, the BPFA and other International
instruments.

2.2.3 National Legal and Policy Framework on GBV
The 1995 FORE consti tution in Article 35 provides that women are entitled to equal ri ghts with
men. The provision recognizes the hi storica l legacy of inequali ty and discrimination as a ground
for contemporary inequality between men and women in polit ical, social and economic life
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(FDRE, 2006:3). Like many African countries, the majority of women in Ethiopia hold low status

in the society; they have been denied equal access to education, training and gainful employment
opportunities and their involvement in policy fo rmulation and decision-making processes has
been minimal (Ibid).
Ali. 35(4) of the Constitution also stipulated that the state shall enforce the rights of women to
eliminate harmful laws, customs and practices that cause bodily and mental harm. Relevant to
this topic, Article 9(4) stipulated that ; "all international agreements ratified by Ethiopia are an
integral part of the law of the land." The provision allowed courts to apply international treaties
ratified by the country (Melak, 2012).
The 2005 Criminal Code of the Federal Democratic republic of Ethiopia incorporated provisions
for violence against women and harmful traditional practices in Art. 564 . Art. 555 and 556
incorporated, grave and common wi ll fu l injuries respectively which have lots to do with the
physical violence that women/girls suffer from. In addition, art 556 covers in sub article (a) for
physical vio lence too . Furthermore, Art. 557 and 558 address different types of violence. More
importantly ali.560 stipul ates the notion assault. Art.564 of the code affirms that the above
articles (555 -560) to be applicable to a maITied couples too i.e. a violence committed by the
husband against his wife (Ibid).
The civi l servant proclamation NO.515/2007 addresses some forms of GBV mainly those
occurred at work places. To suc h end, Ali. 68(13) exp licitly integrate sexual violence as one of
the offenses that entails rigorous penalties. Beside such explicit recognition, the proclamation
further stipulates initiating physical violence and commit an immoral act at work place in
Art.68(5) and (8) respectively. Both provisions enab le to cover the physical and psychological
vio lence against women . Art. 70 of the proclamation indicated some of the measure against the
offenses that incl udes suspension of the worker from his post. Sub art. C of the same article insist
on, one of the circumstances led to such suspens ion is when the alleged offence is so graves to
demorali ze others and negatively affect the publ ic trust of the civil servants. The proclamation
entails al most all violence as serious breaches of disc iplinary conduct (FDRE, 2006).
Beyond the crimi na l code the Ministry of Education, based on the power vested to it by
proclamation 650/2001 , has passed a Directi ve to protect students from sexual harassment in
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Educational institutions, in November 20 10. This directive can be taken as a greatest leap
forward in Ethi opian hi story of laws and proclamations on women/girls because it clearly
stipulates definition of what constitute sexual harassment and the penalties and procedures to be
followed (Melak, 2012).
The 199 1 National Policy on Ethiopian Women acknowledged the fact that the multifaceted
problems of women cannot be so lved by women alone rather through the combined efforts of
women, society and the government. Thus, the policy among others has the objective of ensuring
the democratic and human ri ghts of women, and modifyin g or abolishing existing laws,
regulati ons, customs and practices which aggravates di scri minati on against women.
In additi on to the guarantee of human and democratic rights, a step by step elimination of
prej udices and the lega l protection of women have also been mentioned as a strategy to
implement the policy (FORE, 2006).

2.3 Review of Related Empirical Studies
2.3.1 Prevalence of GBV
GBV is a problem of great magnitude around the world. It is a persistent and universal problem
occurring in every culture and social group. In the last 20 years, GBV has been increasingly
recognized as a serious global health, human ri ghts and deve lopment issue (UNFPA, 2005).
Wh ile prevalence of GBV ranges from location to location, it is clear that it affects women
wo rldwide.
Even if the prevalence of GBV in developed countries is relati vely less, the violence still exists.
When we see, for example, the prevalence of GBV in the United States, 17 percent of women
report rape or attempted rape and more than one-fifth of women report intimate partner violence,
stalking, or both (Medical News, 201 1).
GBV , especially sex ual abuse and rape by an intimate partner, is not considered as crime in most
countries and women in many societi es do not consider fo rced sex as rape if they are married to,
or cohabiting with, the perpetrator (UN, 2010). However, one of the most common form s of
sexual violence in the wo rld is intimate partner sexual violence (Krug, et. al, 2002).
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GBV affects women throughout their li fe cycle. Therefore, girl s need to be better protected from
the violence they face in school s as well as the sexual, physical and emotional abuse in their
homes and communiti es. The lack of sa fety and su pport in communities, within famili es, in
schools and by governments fo r girls suffering violations of their ri ghts to protection increases
thei r vu lnerabi lity to violence (UNICEF, 2006). For instance, 9.1 % committed rape and
attempted rape were reported by fema le stud ents in the United States (Gross, et.al, 2006 in Bizu,
et.al , 2009).
In terms of prevalence of GBV, mainl y those women who are li ving in developing countries are
the ones enduring the situation because people, especially women, are not sentient of their rights
and the legislation of these countries is not as such we ll-built in implementing the laws which are
passed by official bodi es. Widespread GBV is exacerbated by a weak judicial system and culture
of tolerance for these crimes (OECD, 20 I 0).
Various accounts and researches carried on the issue under di scussion revealed that the incidence
ofGBV is found to be very high in Africa (Bureau of African Affairs, 2011).
As stated in ACORD (20 I 0), various researchers by Popul ation Council show that Zambia,
South Africa, Kenya, Tanzania and Ethiopia are reported as countries where there is high
prevalence ofGBV and forced sex. For instance, almost half (47%) of all Zambian women have
experienced physica l violence since age IS; one in five (20%) Zambian women have
experienced sexual violence in their li fet ime and almost half (47%) of the girls who experienced
GBV did not seek help - and of these, six percent (6%) never told anyone about it (USAID,
20 I 0). By some estimates, a woman in South Africa is raped every 26 seconds and one in every
three schoo l girl s has experi enced sexual harassment at schoo l, of whom only one in three (36%)
said they reported the ep isode to someone (Bureau of African Affairs, 2011). In Kenya, 43% of
15-49 year old women reported having experienced some form of GBV in their lifetime, (Kenya
DHS, 2004). In rural, Tanzan ia 47% of ever-partnered wo men have ever experienced physical
viol ence by an intimate partner, while 31 % have ever experienced sexual viol ence (WHO , 2005).
Ethiopia has one of the hi ghest prevalence of gender-based violence among countries included in
the WHO Multi Country Study of Violence again st Women (WHO, 2005). Results from
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numerous community-based studies ind icate that 50% to 60% of Ethiopian women experience
GBV in their lifetime (Yigzaw, et.al, 2004 in Bizu, et.al, 2009).
The social status and quality of life of Ethiopian women, in comparative global perspective, can
be gauged from a recent report by UNFPA (2005). In the report, it is disclosed that 90 percent of
Ethiopian women between the ages of 15 and 49 have suffered from GBV. The world-wide
figure of domestic violence is on average about 33 percent. Domestic violence kills as many
women and girls as those who die of cancer. In addition, fi ve percent of women are infected with
HIV/AIDS, as compared to 3.8 percent in the male population (Meaza and Zenebeworke, 2005).
Women were abducted and forced into marriage-a custom, prohibited by law but not enforced
until recently, that vividly illustrates the extent of male dominance in Ethi opian tradition (Ibid).
Rape is common, and too often, its threat drives parents to keep their girls home, out of harm 's
way, but also out of schoo l. Domestic violence is so accepted that 81 percent of women
interviewed believed there are justifiable reasons for a husband to beat his wife (Ibid).
In rural Ethiopia, 49% of ever-partnered women have ever experienced physical violence by an
intimate partner, rising to 59% ever experiencing sexual vio lence (WHO, 2005).
A school-based study involving 1,401 random ly selected female high school students in central
Ethiopia clearly indicated the seriousness of GBV in schoo ls. Sexual harassment was reported by
74% of the participating female students (Ashenafi , 2004 in Bizu, et.al, 2009). It was fo und out
in the study that, 5% committed rape and 10%, attempted rape were reported by female students
and approx imately 85% of the reported rape victims were under 18 years of age (Ibid).
The prevalence of GBV (phys ical orland sexual) among co ll ege female students in Mekelle town
was found to be 62.1 % in lifetime and 40. 2% in the current academic year. The prevalence of
any form of sexual vio lence was reported to be 45.4% in li fetime and 28.1% in the current
academic year while that of any form of physical vio lence was 46.3% in lifetime and 26.4% in
the current academic year (Yetnayet, 2003).
GBV against girls is an under-repolted crime for a complex set of social and cultural reasons. In
many societies, sexua l vio lence against girls is a " norm" which means that reporting is
problematic for the victim and her family and cases go unreported. (UNFPA, 2005)
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Women often face social, economic or procedural barriers to accessing the justice system. Much
legislation has been imp lemented poorly if at al l. Governments often fai l to budget resources for
implementing new legislation. Police often fa il to investigate cases or protect women in danger,
and the j udiciary is often unable or unwilling to enforce the laws . Widespread fai lures to enforce
ex isting laws have been documented by Human Rights Watch (1997- 2003) in many countries.
The governments' failure to all ocate suffic ient resources to police, courts and support services
had also und ermined the effecti veness of the act (Parenzee, 200 1 in Bott, et.al, 2005:20)
Ethiopian researchers have found that gender-based violence is fostered by a culture of male
dominance (Berhane, 2004 in Bizu, et.al, 2009).
In the stud y of Save the Children Sweden by Grainne and Jolanda (2006), it is further
strengthened that there is a range of perception and definition among young men of what
qualifies as violence against women and many young men (Sub Saharan African men) may view
vio lence against women as a socially sanctioned extension of male authority to the private. Thi s
internalization of violence against women as a norm, also occurs among young women, who
someti mes interpret violence as an ind icator of that a man is emotionally invested in a
relationship. For instance, sexual abuse and rape by an intimate partner is not considered as
crime in most countries and women in many societies do not consider forced sex as rape if they
are married to , or cohabiting with, the perpetrator (UN , 20 10).
Accord ing to a resea rch by Yetnayet (2003: 32-33), on ly I5.9% of the rape victims in the study
informed the condition to the ir fam il y and onl y 4.7% rep0l1ed to po lice. Different reasons were li sted
for not telling about the co ndition to anybody such as feeling of shame/guilty (36.4%), fea r of
reaction from family (20.6%), not knowing what to do all about (19.6%), fear of reacti on from the
commun ity (16.8%) and fear of the perpetrator(s) in 9.3% of the rape cases.
Though economic independence does not shield women from violence, access to economIc
resource can enhance women's capac ity to make the ri ght choices, including escaping violent
situations, using mechani sms for protection and remedy (Human Rights Watch, 2007).
Despite the cultural, eco nomic and poor implementation of laws, and the less awareness of the
society on violence itself and in reporting cases, high number of violence are being exercised
frequent ly especiall y on girl s.
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2.3.2 Policing
The "traditional policing" practice have fa il ed to curb the rising tide of criminality, and thus,
increased fear of crime and insecurity, with members of the police being criticized for
corruption, complicity with criminals, impartiality and ineffectiveness (Bass, 2000). That is why
trad itional policing ideas, institutions and procedures started to be increasingly challenged.
The way traditional policing was practiced to address crime problems, "the police force might
capture many criminals, but it does so, by using brutal methods" after the crime has already
happened (Sparrow, 1988). However, there 's a general consensus among Bahir Dar police
officers that these strategies and practices had neither prevented crime nor improved public
perceptions of security (Yeshiwas, 20 10).
On the other hand, community policing practice has emphasized reliance on officers initiated
efforts to reduce crime, public disorder and solve community problems. The role of community
policing officers includes: work with the community and assi st them in identifying and solving
crime problems (as a facilitator), identify and solve community problems (as an expert), provide
training for consultative councils (as an educator), guide and assist the community in problem
solving efforts (as a catalyst of problem so lving) , and organize different community groups (as
an organizer). Furthermore, community po li ci ng provides access to decision making in local
poli cing (directly or indirectl y) to increase community members participation in their own
neighborhood security and order (OSCE, 2008). Therefore, it can be argued that when
community policing is successfu lly executed, it can both develop security and secure
development.
Crime prevention is central to the concept and the goal of community policing and has a long
term benefit (Matthew, 2008). The ultimate goal of the police is not simply to enforce the law,
but to deal with problem effectively, ideally, by preventing them from occurring in the first place
(Ibid).
According to Yeshiwas (20 10), there are apprec iable evidences of good practice in policing in
Bahir Dar after the application of community policing; which produced positive police29

Despite widespread changes in the occupational structure over the past decade, occupational
segregation remains stubbornl y intact, forming a potential contributory factor toward s gender
inequality in the workplace (Willi ams and Vi ll emez, 1993).
However, this inequality between men and women does not onl y take place in the work place but
it takes very many different forms. Indeed, gender inequality is not one homogeneous
phenomenon, but a co llection of disparate and interl inked problems (KiI1i, 2011).
Ethiopian researchers have found that GBV is fo stered by a culture of male dominance (Berhane,
2004, in Bizu et.al, 2009). These attitudes, found among both men and women, inculcate the
acceptance of men's sexually and physically abusing women. Physical punishment of women is
known to begin in childhood. Notably, investigators have reported that fathers, brothers, and
other male relatives believe it is their responsibility to beat girls and young women as a way to
shape their behavior (Berhane, 2004; Gossaye, et.a l, 2003, in Bizu, et.al, 2009).
According to Yetnayet (2003), men are the perpetrators in most GBV crimes since the women
are the subordinated group. Thi s attitude towards women; that they are subordinate and that it is
"normal" to abuse them in different ways, is seen in different members of the society including,
teachers, priest, and male police officers.

2.3.4 Police Attitude towards GBV
Several stud ies suggest that police officers have complex attitudes about GBV and that
situational factors may influence officers ' response to a GBV situation (Rigakos, 1997; Robinson
& Chandek, 2000; Sinden & Stephens, 1999 in Logan , et.al, 2006).
For example, officers report that deci sions about how to handle GBV cases rely on signs of
injury, witness ing an act of violence, having previous reports from the hou sehold , involvement
of substances, and characteristics of the neighborhood from which the call was made (Belknap,
1995; Buzawa & Buzawa , 2003, in Logan, et.al, 2006). From the above, it can be seen that the
probability of tak ing GBV as a crime without associating it to physical signs or other indications
which can easily be observed is very low or does not exist at al l. This attitude of the police
officers can be taken as a rational for cases of GBV to go unreported which creates a room for
the perpetrator to do such action frequently. For instance, if a woman goes to report an incidence
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of violence committed by her husband and if her husband is not using alcohol or other drugs or if
the victim has no signs of physical injury, the police officers' willingness to accept the case and
arrest the perpetrator is very less which exposes the victim for further offense and it may not also
encourage the victim to come again to repol1, even when there are signs the police officers
consider as evidences of occurrence of GBV .
According to Logan , et.al (2006), there is a general trend that treatment, rather than sanctions,
was more appropriate for GBV offenses compared to other offenses; especially, domestic
vio lence offenses. It is also explained that officers reported a preference to handle GBV,
especially, domestic violence cases with med iation rather than arrest.
Results indicate that there is a trend towards attitudes that treatment, rather than sanctions, was
more appropriate for GBV offenders. In addition, officers rated the use of sanctions higher for
GBV offenders who abuse alcohol or drugs compared to GBV offenders who did not abuse
alcoho l or drugs (Ibid).

2.3.5 Police Attitudes towards Victims of GBV
In a study by Debra (2011), GBV victim study participants whose cases were eventually
prosecuted described that the detectives treated them kindly, with respect and sensitivity, which
made them feel supported . However, the reverse is true in non prosecuted cases where the
majority of the study participants whose cases were not prosecuted described their detectives as
lacking compassion and exhibiting insensitive behavior towards them. This might be because
first, once the cases are taken to court and legal action is taken; the doubt and mistrust the police
officers had towards the victims will have no position that they might change their attitude and
start to be positi ve and keen to the victims. Second, it might also be a means to cover up the
reluctance and inattention they had shown the victims at the time of di sclosure of incidences.
Another study conducted by a group of researchers suggested that GBV victims have often
characterized polices ' attitude towards them as minimi zing the situation, disbelieving the victim
and not caring about the situation the victim is in (Stephens and Sinden, 2000).
Different researches in the United States suggested that almost half of rape and sexual violence
victims are treated by law enforcement in ways that they express as upsetting. However, it
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remains unknown why some victims have negative experiences with law enforcement and others
do not (Debra, 20 I I ). GBV victims' negative experiences with police officers have usually been
characterized by the victims as very hurtful and secondary victimization (Ib id).
The attitude of po li ce and their perspective toward s GBV victims and the attitude of the victims
towards police have been incorporated in a study by Campbell (2005) who conducted interviews
with rape victim s about how they we re treated by system personnel, and with poli ce officers
about how they treated victims. The study found high inter-reliability between the accounts of
victims and the officers' regard as how victims were treated. For example, 40% of the victims
reported that the officers questioned them about their sexual hi story, and 38% of the officers
reported that they questioned victims about their sexual hi story. As a resu lt of these second ary
victimizat ion experiences, many victims reported feeling dehumanized and blamed themselves
(Campbell & Raja, 2005; Logan, et.al, 2005). Many victims noted that they would not have
reported if they had known what the experi ence would be like. The victims' experiences have
given rise to some serious psychological and phys ical problems and have hurt their trust in police
officers (Campbell, et.a l, 1999 and 200 I).
One study cond ucted by a group of researchers suggested that often victims have characterized
police officers' atti tude towards them as minimi zing the situation; disbelieving the victim; not
caring; and macho cop (Stephens and Sinden, 2000). Many GBV victims stated that the police
were cold and unsupportive, and some were threatened that they would be charged with a crime
if they did not provide an accurate story (Logan, et.al, 2005). GBV victims have a number of
concerns, including the demeanor po li ce officers displayed like their reluctance to arrest, fai lure
to listen or prov ide encouragement or reassurance.
Most of the researches done on GBV victims' experi ence reveal the insensitivity of police
officers to the needs of victims. The confidence to which women will come forward and file their
comp laints to Police Stations is usually dependant on their perception of what constitutes pol ice
officers and the treatment they perceive they wi ll get from the system. Women and girl s may be
reluctant to seek help from the criminal justice system because they fea r an unpredictable and
daunting array of officia l reactions and demands (Pollitz, 2000).
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Generally, interactions with police officers can infl uence future help-seeking behavior, such as
call ing the po lice, filing for a protecti ve order, or pursuing a violation of a protective order
through the justice system (Mi ll er & Krull , 1997 in Logan, et.al, 2006).

2.3.6 Gender Difference in Police officers' Attitude towards GBV
It has been over three decades since women have started actively entering the police profession
on a more equitable bas is with their men counterpalis. Despite the long period of time since
women have achieved fo rmal integrati on into po li ce organi zati ons, their numbers in the force
remain relatively low (Poteyeva and Sun, 2009).
According to Gi lli gan and A. Worden, (1982 and 1993, respectively in Poteyeva and Sun, 2009),
theoretical explanations of gender difference between men and women in general and between
mal e and female po lice officers in particular focus on psychological distinctions developed early
in life or prior socialization into different social roles. Hence, from the very beginning, usuall y
men and women grow up given divergent societal ro les in their day-to-day activities. Even in the
world of work, some careers are perceived as onl y men' s domain while some are already
designated for women onl y. Since such divi sion of work based on gender had begun from early
chi ldhood, it is 'surprising and unusual' to scc women doing jobs which the society has
demarcated as "men's career" and vice versa. Thi s perception may directly or indirectl y affect
the acceptance of women police officers and on the performance and confidence of the women
on their job (Poteyeva and Sun, 2009).
Though the response of police officers towards GBV has been researched, the effect of gender on
the police response hasn't been given much of the needed focu s. But various stud ies indicate
that, the effect of gend er has been debated and is deemed inconsistent. In a research conducted
by Sun and Chu (2008) to asses police men and women officers' difference in their job related
attitudes toward s vio lence, it was found out that women Taiwanese police officers under the
study show stronger support for aggressive enforcement of force than pol icemen. It was also
revealed that fem ale po li ce officers are perceived more concerned and that the society has a
better tru st in them as a result.
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CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Desi gn
officers toward s GBV In
The main objective of the study is to explore the attitud e of police
ve and quanti tati ve research
Kirkos Sub-C ity of Addis Ababa. To attain thi s object ive, qualitati
that both methods have their
methods were employed to supple ment each other. It was reali zed
own limitations and supplement each other (Mwanje, 200 1).
address the issues related to
With regard to the quantitative approach , survey method is used to
g and attitudes of police
the scope and crimin ality of GBV in additi on to the preference of policin
lar (see Annex 12). Survey
officers towards women in genera l and GBV victim s in particu
a large numbe r of subjects
method is chosen because it is a good way to obtai n information from
red accurately through selfin additio n to charac teristics or beliefs being describ ed or measu
administered questionnaires (Mars hall, 2006).
tion methods; which includ e
The study also emplo yed a combi nation of qualitative data collec
victims of gender-based
focus group di scussion with police officers, in-depth interview with
violence and key-in formant intervi ew with selecte d po li ce officers.

3.2 Description of the Stud y Area
selecte d among the nine SubThe study was cond ucted in Kirkos Sub-City wh ich is purposively
tutes eleven kebeles where
Cities of Add is Ababa City Ad mini stratio n. The Sub-City consti
Sub-City is among the three
220,991 people reside in and the area covers 16.26 sq. Km. Kirkos
Sh0l1 among the most over
Sub-Cities with highes t ratios of population size to area or in
ity is an area where many
popul ated Sub-C ities (CSA Ethi opia, 20 10). Moreover, thi s Sub-C
onl y called ' Kazanchis' and
commercial sex workers li ve, especially in the areas which are comm
Sub-city there are also a
'Cherk as', that are highly vulner able to various forms of GBV. In the
ity, wh ich are led by Kirkos
total of six Police Stations situated in differe nt locati ons of the Sub-C
Sub-C ity Police Depart ment.
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3.3 Sources of Data
In order to gather relevant and valid data both primary and secondary data resources were used.
Here under, both data resources are briefly expl ained .

3.3.1 Primary Data Sources
Victims of GBV: These include in-depth interview participants of four female victims of GBV
who were found in Godanaw Rehabilitation Integrated Project (GRIP) and three females who
came to the Women and Children's Office of the Sub-City's Police Department.
Police officers: 300 men and women police officers have participated in responding to
questionnaire ; a total of 14, seven female and seven male police officers have participated in
focus group di scussion (FGD).
Key informants: comprise of four po lice officers; one of them is the head of Women and
Children's Office of the Sub-C ity' s Police Department, two other police officers who are
working under thi s department and one other police officer who is the head of one of the police
stations.

3.3.2 Secondal-y Data Sources
Four years record of crimes reported to Women and Children's Office of Kirkos Sub-City Police
Department from September, 2006 to May, 20 10(G.C) was used to explore the prevalence and
types of reported GBV crimes. Additionally, various publications such as journal articles, books
and national and international conventions and proclamations are intensely reviewed in order to
strengthen the outcomes of the study and enrich the summary.

3.4 Sampling Techniques
All the participants in the research are carefu lly selected in a way that insures the
representativeness of the total population from which they are drawn. Generally, the total sample
size of the study is 325. Where 300 of the police officers invo lved in respond ing to the
questionnaire, 14 police officers in FGDs, four police officers (key informants) and seven GBV
victims have been involved in in-depth interviews. The paragraphs below clearly show how each
sample group is selected fro111 the total population.
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s in the Sub-C ity which
As explained earlier in this chapter, there are a total of six Police Station
s are included in the study
are led by Kirkos Sub-City Police Department. All six Police Station
s are located far from each
in addition to the Po li ce Department, because these police station
and related crimes, it is
other and may have differe nt experiences and exposure to GBV
e to the whole Sub-C ity.
important to include all so as to increase representativeness of the sampl
there is an almost even
The total number of po lice officers in the Sub-City is 1072 and
50 police officers from each
di stribution of police officers in each Police Station. As a result,
ce offices of each Police
Police Station were selected random ly from li sts in the human resour
s was lesser than the number
Station . Since in all the stations the number of female police officer
le (See profile of survey
of male officers, it was tried to involve as many fema le officers as possib
participants (Table 2)).
aw Rehabilitation Integrated
The pm1icipants of in-depth interview were selected from Godan
wome n whose rights are
Project (GRIP) for it is an NGO located in the Sub-City that helps
having a chil d. Four victims
vio lated and are economica lly poor in addition to being pregna nt or
all and Rossm an (2006),
from GRIP were chosen using purposive sampling. According to Marsh
h metho ds when focusing on
purposefu l sampling is usually emplo yed in using qualitative researc
their in-depth information
a limited number of info rmants, whom they select strategically so that
. The social worker who also
wi ll give optima l insight into an issue about which little is known
in selecting the respondents.
works as a counse lor and the founderlhead of GRIP was consulted
Unfortunately, they did not
These wome n were chosen because they were rel evant fo r the study.
go to any Police Station to report the crimes they faced .
t them to the Women and
Moreover, victim s of GBV who repol1ed the crime comm itted agains
includ ed in order to have an
Childr en's Office of the Sub-City's Police Depar tment were also
officers. Even though the
insight and gather inform ation on their experience with po lice
i ngness of victims to take
researcher tried to include more numbe r of victim s, due to the unwill
three wome n who reported
part in the study and time limit of the data collection period, only
their case were included.
randomly. Two FGDs were
With regard to FGD participants, 14 poli ce officers were selected
the second comprised seven
conducted. The first focus group comprised of seven male while
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female police officers. Furthermore, the key informants were selected using purposive sampling
technique taking into consideration the direct relations they have to the issue under discussion.

3.5 Data Collecting Tools
3.5.1 Questionnaire
Self-administered questionnaire was used as one of the data collecting tools to gather
information about scope of GBV , police officers' policing model preference and their attitude
towards women in general and victims in pa11icular. This method is the most appropriate in
deal ing with espec ially sensiti ve issues. Respondents might be more willing to respond
controversial attitudes to anonymous self-administered questionnaires (Babbie, 1983:237).
The questionnaire was first prepared in English and then translated into Amharic by the
researcher. To avoid misinterpretation and to recheck each question, the Amharic questionnaire
was translated back to Engli sh by another person and some questions were corrected and edited
accord ingly. The questionnaire was then taken to Aratkilo Police Station (police station which is
not in the Sub-City under study) for pilot testing. Five questionnaires were given to three male
and two female police officers and whi le they were work ing on the questions, they were timed
and were also asked for their opinion about clarity, vagueness and other comments on the
questions. Few questions were then ed ited based on the feedback from the respondents of the
pilot study.
The questionnaire has five mam themes comprising various number and types of questions.
These include officers' demography, attitudes towards women, bel iefs about po lice role, scope
and criminality of GBV, and attitudes towards victims. The questions were designed under
themes and topics to encourage triangulation of answers, with some questions reverse coded.
Even though the questionnaire has fi ve themes, the questions are purposefully mixed so as not to
encourage bias within sect ions and to help reduce the probability of respondents of merely filling
in answers and not truthfu ll y representing their attitude on the survey. The questions in each
theme are mixed in the fol lowing marU1er. The questions were coded by numbering them like;
number one is the first theme's first subgroup 's statement, number two is first statement of the
second theme of its first subgroup, followed by number three the third theme 's fi rst subgroup and
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on. Next, moving to the first statement of the second subgroup of the first .theme; continuing

to the second subgroup of all the other themes consecuti vely followed by a statement from the
third subgroup of the first theme. Then, going back to numbering the statements in the first
subgroups of each theme; followed by the second subgroup of each theme and the third subgroup
of the first theme until all statements are given numbers (See Almex 12, Questionnaire Coding
Guide)
Generally, all the questions in each theme are designed to measure the attitudes of police officers
towards each theme using Likert-type Scaling. The questions about police officers' preference of
policing model and police attitude towards women were taken from Sims et aI., (2003).
Questions in these themes were modified to make them work for the subjects under study and the
other questions of different themes were added from ideas in various literatures (See Annexes II
and 12). Except the questions under the demography section, the rest are presented in table and
in the form of statements, with which subjects either agreed or disagreed. A six-point scale, in
which the numbers 4, 5, and 6 indicated increasing degrees of agreement, and the numbers 3, 2,
and 1 indicated increasing disagreement, was used.

3.5.2 In-depth Interview
In-depth interview is a method which allows peoples' opinions to be prevailed in addition to
helping the researcher to view and respect things from the participants' perspective. As Richie
and Lewis (2003) indicated, in-depth interview is also important because it brings people face to
face and helps the interviewer to get direct answer besides having the chance to further elaborate
questions for the interviewee.
The interview guide questions were written after reviewing and consulting different related
literatures. Similar to the procedure followed in the preparation of questionnaire, the in-depth
interview guide questions were translated back and forth to avoid misinterpretation and to
recheck understandability of each question. Some questions were corrected and edited
accordingly.
In Godanaw Rehabilitation Integrated Project the researcher was introduced by the social worker
who works closely with the women. Since the researcher had also once worked there, it made the
introduction and rapport time easier. The researcher had also a chance of celebrating a public
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holiday in GRIP. Each interviewee was contacted more than once after that. In those times, the
researcher tried to be close to them to make the interviewees comfortable to talk. In the
introduction day, the women were shy but after celebrating a public holiday together and getting
to know each other, they were able to talk freely.
In the case of victims from the Women's and Children Office of the Police Department, the
researcher has been sitting in the office where victims report their complaints for observation for
a month. Each victim of GBV who came during that time had been asked to talk to the researcher
privately after finishing reporting a crime. When the victim is a child, both the child and the
adult who came to report have been interviewed . The victims came to the police office more than
once for evidence and witness purposes. In all the times they came, the researcher had a chance
to talk to them repeatedly.
The interviewees from both places were asked for their willingness to be interviewed. They were
told about the purpose of the study, that whatever information they give will be kept confidential
and that they have a right not to answer any question that they are not comfortable about. A tape
recorder was used with the consent of the interviewees in addition to field notes.

3.5.3 Focus Group Discussion (FGD)
FGD is a method which is sociall y oriented that studies palticipants in an atmosphere more
natural than artificial experimental circumstances and it is more relaxed than a one-to-one
interview (Marshall & Rossman, 2006). FGD also gives information about groups of people and
is designed to gather information that reflects what is considered normal in a particular
community.
Two FGDs were conducted in the research; one with seven participants of female police officers
and the other with seven male participants. The male police officers' FGD was conducted in
Legehar police station which is randomly selected from the six Police Stations in the Sub-City.
•

The FGD was held in the meeting hall of the police station for an hour and half. The meeting hall
was chosen for its relative quietness. The seven participants who have participated in the FGD
were chosen purposefull y from different positions and different years of experience in the Police
Station. It was tried to invo lve as more experienced police officers as possible.
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The fema le police offi cers' FG D was cond ucted in the Sub-City's Police Department Human
Resource Office for an hour and half. The Po lice Department was chosen for the reason that
there are more number of female po li ce officers there than the other Pol ice Stations. Seven
fema le police officers were purposefully selected from those who in one way or another are
involved in GBV re lated issues or have more yea rs of experience than the others.
In both FGDs the time that is suitable for the participants was asked prior to the discussion day
and was decided to be 9:00-1 0:30am in the case of the FGD with the male officers and 2:304:00pm for the FGD with the fema le police officers. The willingness of the participants was
asked after the researcher was introduced and the purpose of the FGD was clarified for them.
The confidentiali ty of the information that was go ing to be discu ssed in the hall was assured. The
discussion was recorded with the consent of the participants in addition to taking notes.
After introduction, the participants agreed to switch off their mobi le phones; to keep whatever
they talked about in discussion room only; that there is no right or wrong answer in the
discussion and therefore, that everyone can speak freely and be respected. During discussion,
participants who are qu iet were encouraged to talk or express their opinions.

3.5.4 Key Informa nt Interview
The researcher had conducted in-depth interviews with purposively selected four key informant
police officers. The participants include the head of the Women and Children's office of Kirkos
Sub-City's Police Department, two other police officers who wo rk under that office and the head
of one of the six Police Stat ions.
The in-depth interview guide questions were translated back and fort h to avo id misinterpretation
and to recheck understandabi lity of each question. Some questions were corrected and edited
accordi ngly.
In most cases the interview with key informants was conducted in more than one day because it
was convenient for the interviewees to give few mints of their ti me many days than give long
time on one day and since it does not disturb their time if it was conducted that way.
The key informants were asked for their wi lli ngness to be interviewed. They were told about the
purpose of the study. A tape recorder was used with their consent in add iti on to notes.
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3.6 Data Collecting Procedures
Permission to co ll ect data from the six police stations was gIven by the head of the Police
Department and all six Police Stations' heads were informed, The data collection method was
therefore, fac ili tated by the heads of the Police Stations, The questionnaires collected from all the
six police stations that cou ld be used were 250 at first. To increase the number of respondents,
another round of survey was carried out in the Sub-City's Police Department which was not
included at first. 50 questionnaires were di stributed fo r the second time to be filled by the police
officers who work there, 40 of them were good to use; but to increase the number another ten
were given to the po lice officers who work in the offices of the department who have not fill ed
the questionnaire, Therefore, a total of 300 questionnaires were co llected,

3.7 Method of Data Analysis
In order to analyze and interpret the data for the quantitative part, various statistical methods
were used,

First the questi onnaire was changed into a table form, In the column of the table a

label of each question was written and the row was fill ed by each response of the 300
questionnaires, Then, the answers of the questionnaires were fed on sheet 1 of an excel work
book, After fini shing sheet 1, the same was done on sheet 2 and similarities of answers were
crosschecked on sheet 3, Finally, the errors that occurred durin g feeding the data to the sheets
were identified in sheet 3 and the correction was made fro m the respondents' questionnaire,
Then this data was fed into SPSS where it was analyzed in terms of percentage, mean, median,
and standard dev iat ion, according to the nature of each question group or theme, Then based on
the resu lt or output of the SPSS, each data was interpreted in accordance with the way each
method all ows the researcher to interpret.
As explained previously, the questions were written
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the form of statements to show

respondents' attitude from strongly disagree to strongly agree , Hence, a six-point Lickert scale
was used,
As shown in Tabl e: 2 below, the neutral mean va lue of various, categories of items with 4, 5 and
6 number of questions are 14, 17,5 and 2 1, respectively, This is because the neutral mean value
of a six po int Li ckert scale is 3.5, When this value is multiplied with the number of questions in
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each category it is possible to find the neutral mean value. Accordingly, all the results involving
mean with such number of questions are all analyzed and compared based on the neutral mean
value which is ca lculated as shown below.

Table 1 Calculation s of Neutral Mea n Va lue of Items with Va rious Numbers of Questions
Stron gly
Disagree

Disagree

So mewhat
Disagree

So mewha t
Agree

Agree

Stron gly
Agree

NEUTRAL
I

2

3

(3.5)

/.DD
4

5

--

J'

6/

For categories with 6 questions

,

1

Ix6=6

2x6= 12

3x6=18

(21 )

4x6=24

5x6=30

6x\,=36

( 17.5)

20

25

6x5 =30

(14)

16

20

6x4=24

\

For categories with 5 questio ns
Ix5=5

10

15

For categories with 4 questions
Ix4- 4

8

12

The qualitat ive data co llected through FGD, in-depth interview and key informant interview
together with the quantitati ve data are analyzed thematicall y. The units of analysis being themes
and concept the fi ndings are presented in a descripti ve manner usi ng pseudo names of
participants to maintain co nfidenti al ity.
The data gathered through qualitative and quantitative methods as well as secondary sources has
been triangu lated to increase the reliabi lity, credibi li ty and vali di ty of the research finding s.

3.8 Ethical Considerations
Since the issue was di scussed with the police offi cers and victims of GBV and the documents to
be reviewed are confidential, official eth ica l cl earance was required from the Institute of Gender
Studies, Add is Ababa University. Therefore , the researcher started fie ld work with the offic ial
paper in hand. Furthermore, the researcher fi rst introduced the purpose of the study to the
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used for researc h purpose
participants and guaranteed that the inform ation they provided was
ed. Privacy of participants,
only; asked their consent to participate and to be tape record
identity was also kept
confid entiality of the informati on given as well as participants'
7 and 8).
undisclosed and where necessary, codes of names were used (See Table
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CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
In thi s chapter, the data collected quantitatively and qual itatively are analyzed and interpreted in
detail. The data are presented in tables and few are shown in graphs which are annexed as a
reference. Interpretation of each data is given in line with the analysis or description of the
tables.

4.1 Demographic Information
4.1.1 Profile of Survey Participants
The table below shows background information in terms of sex, age, educational background,
years of work experience, sa lary and respondents' sex in percentage based on frequency.
Tab le 2 Profile of Survey Participants
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u

..:"

OD

I

~
M.

223

74.3

19-24

122

40.7

1-8

9

2

F.

64

21.3

25-30

76

25.3

9- 12

3

3 I -34

14

4.7

4

35 -40

28

5

4 I -45

6

z

0~

c

0~

..»
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W

c

0~

l~

Z

10.0
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32.7

1000- 1500

101

33.7

4-6

74

24.7

1500-2000

17

5.7

J.7

7-9

7

2.3

2000-2500

13

4J

3.0

~ IO

76

25.3

2500-3000
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1.3

-

-
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-
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15.7

B

17

5.7

B.

15

5.0

B.

II

3.7

300

100

-

300

100

-

300

100

-

300

100

201

67.0

1-3

Dip.

59

19.7

9. 3

Deg.

5

6

2.0

Other

9

46-50

6

2.0

-

7

5 I -55

0

8

56-60

I

B.

r-

ot

4.3
100

0~

51.0

30

13

c

153

3.0

B.

]"

< 1000

< I

9

0~

Note: n:frequency of respondents out of 300 survey sample size,
Age in years, M-Male,
F-Female, Educ.
educational background, Dip. Diploma, Deg-Degree, Work. Exp.-Work Experience as police experience in
years, Salmy refers to monthly income in Ethiopian Birr (the currency unity of Ethiopia), B-Blank (Not
Filled by respondents)

45

As it is shown in Table 2, mal e respondents are almost three fold (74%) of the total population,
higher than that of the female officers which are only 64 (21 %) of the total population. For
unknown reason 13 (4%) of the respondents did not report their sex. From the comparison made
above on the number of police officers by sex, one can easi ly concluded that the profession of
policing is a male dominated career in the Sub-City.
As can be seen that out of300 total populations, the age of 122 (41 %) respondents is in the range
from 19 to 24, and 76 (25%) of the respondents are in the age range of 25 to 30. On the other
hand , only 12 (4%) of the population is equal or above 41 years old. It is possible to observe that
majority of the respondents (66%) are below 30 years of age.
As it is shown above that out of the total population, the majority of the respondents, 20 I (67%)
of the total are in secondary level of education, on the contrary only 5 (2%) respondents have
degree level education. The work experience of the poli ce officers is also included and it is
revealed that 10%, 33 %, 25% and 25% of the total population have less than I year, 1-3 years,
4-6 years and above 10 years of work experience as a police officer, respectively. Almost half of
the population 153 (5 I %) is paid a monthly salary of below 1000.00 birr (the currency unit of
Ethiopia) and those who have monthly salaries fro m 1000.00 to 1500.00 are 101 (34%) of the
total population. On the contrary, an insignificant number of the population which is exactly only
one respondent has mentioned as having monthly salary of above 3000.
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Table 3 Profile of Survey Participants
No

POB

n

°/0

Religion

n

MS.

%

n

°/.

A.A

74

24.7 Orthodox

2 Tigray

30

10.0 Muslim

16

5.3

3 Amha ra

50

16.7 Protesta nt

45

4 Oromia

52

17.3 Catholic

5 SNN PR

25

8.3

6 Ha rar

2

0.7

7 Afar

I

0.3

0. 0

8 Gambe lla

2

0.7

0 .0

9 Blank

64

2 1.3 BL

I

10 TOTAL 300 100.0

226

75.3 No pa rtner

n

%

104

34.7 No tra inin 100

33.3

boy/
girlfrie nd

96

32. 0 Unknown 41

13.7

15.0 Married

14

4.7

OnGBV

9

3.0

Other

I

0.3

149

49.7

I

0.3

Separated

5

1.7

No re ligior

2

0.7

Divorced

7

2.3

Other

0

Widowed

49

16.3

10

Training

3.3

300 100

BL

25

8.3

300 100

BL

300 100

Note: n:frequency o/respondel1ls out 0/300 survey sample size, POB place 0/ birth by region, M.S-Marital Stallls

In Table 3 it is shown that among the seven regions and the two city admini strations, 74
respondents whi ch are one fourth of the total popul ation repli ed that they were born in Addis
Ababa. Whereas Amhara and Oromia regions are the next highest regions from whi ch 52 (17%)
and 50 (17%) of the respondents had indi cated that they were born in these regions, respectively.
On the contrary, Harar, Gambell a and Afar are regions fro m which only about 1% of the
respondents were born in.
Regarding religion, it is indicated that three-fo urth of the respondents are Orthodox whereas
about I percent of the respondents have replied that they are Catholic and others (about 1%) have
indicated that they have no reli gion. As it is shown above, 35% of the respongents replied that
they have no partner and 32% of them have indicated that they have boy/girl fri end ; whereas ,
onl y 5% of the respondents are fo und to be marri ed.
In terms of the training experience of the respondents, I 00 respondents (33%) have replied that
they did not have the chance to get trai ning, onl y 9 (3%) of the total population have indicated
that they were given tra ining relayed to GBV. From thi s, it can be inferred that less attention is
given in building the capac ity of po lice officers in GBV related trainings.
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Table 4 Experience of Police Officers With Regard To GBV
Knew

Have been
victim
of
GBV

Had reported
a GBV crime
against
themselves

Have
committed
GBV

38.26

4.33

3.00

0

294

298

300

300

300

%

29.36

37.39

2. 69

1.79

0

N

2 18

222

223

223

223

%

30.16

40.63

9.38

6.25

0

N

63

64

64

64

64

Hand led
GBV cases

victim

%

30.61

N

N
o.

All Police

1

Tot.

2

3

MP

FP

of

GBV
persona lly

Nole: n-frequency o/respondenls 0111 0/300 sllrvey sample size. Tal. - TOlal, M.PO-Male Police Officers.
Female Police Officers

F.PO-

Table 4 shows, the experience of police officers with regard to GBV. From this it can be seen
that approximate ly 30% of poli ce officers have handled a GBV case, and approximately 40% of
police officers knew a GBV victim personall y. The percentages begin to differ between male and
female police officers with respect to personal , fi rst-hand, and direct experiences with GBV .
Approximately, 9% o f female police offi cers have been the victim of GBV with 6% reporting the
crime against them, which means that two-third of all fem ale police officers formall y, reported
GBV crime committed aga inst them .
This indicates that even though female poli ce offi cers have a law enforcing body positions, they
are also positioned in a lower or subordinate status in the society because of their gender role in
the society. It can also fUl1her imply that women are affected by GBV crimes more than men no
matter where their positions in the society are.
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4.1.2 Profile of Focus Group Discussion Participants
Table 5 Profile of Male FGD Participants

ID

Age

POB

MPI

26

Wolayta

Educ.

Work
Religion
Exp.

ndruy

M.
Salary

MP7

No training

906

ndary

4

Orthodox

906

ndary

5

O l1hodox

906

Married

primary

17

Orthodox

1632

Community policing,
TOT on anti HIV/AlDS,
STD
Married

primary

23

Mus lim

1632

28 Nazreth degree

2

Orthodox

1245

2

30

Wolega

35

Addis
Ababa

2

MP4

MP6

Married
Have
girlfrien
d

Prote stant

2

MP2

MP5

Trainings

5

39 Tigray
MP3

M.S.

41

34

Jimma

Addis
Ababa

degree

Note: ID represents th e code name given

12
10

Protestant

2293

Married
Married

Community policing
Community polic ing

No Training
No Training

GBV, community
policing, Anti HIV/AIDS
No
partner & STD, Anti corruption

the participants, MP-/ as male police one, MP2- male police two un"

on, Age in years, POB place oj birlh, Educ. is Ihe educalional background, Work. Exp.·Work Experience
as police officer in years, M. Salary rejers 10 monlhly salmy in Ethiopian Birr (Ihe currency unity oj
Elhiopia). M.S·Marilal Slallis

SO

Table: 5 shows that, all except one respondent have four and greater years of police experience.
The age range of the participants is between 26 and 41. More than half of them are married. In
terms of educational level, they are from primary to degree level and only one of them took
training related to GBV.
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Table 6 Pro fil e of Fema le Foc us Gro up Discuss ion Par t icipan ts
Work
Exp .

Re ligion

M.
Salary

M.S.

Trainings

5

Orthod ox

906

MalTied

Unknown
training

1245

No partne r

No tra ining

Orthodox

1245

Married

3

Orthod ox

1632

Married

6

Orthodox

1245

Married

II

Protes tant

1245

Married

No training
No training
Unknown
training
Anti HIV/AIDS
TOT training

5

O11hodox

1632

Married

GBV

ID

Age

POB

FP l

40

FP2

24

Shewa
Addis
Ababa

Dploma

2

FP 3

23

T igray

Diploma

2

Educ.
2

ndary

ndruy

FP4

35

Amara

2

FPS

36

Tigray

2

FP 6

38

Hawas sa

2

FP7

29

Alemgena Diploma

ndary

ndary

Note: ID represents the code name given to the participants, FP- I as
Female police one, FP2- Female police two
and so on, Age in years, POB place of birth. Educ. is the educati
onal background, Work. Exp.-Work
Experience as police officer in y ears, M Salary refers to monthly salary
in Ethiopian Birr (the currency
unit of Ethiopia), MS-Marital Status

Table 6 shows that, the age range of the fema le focus group discus
sion partici pants is between 23
and 40. All except one are married . Their work experi ence as a police
officer is two years and
above. Excep t one of the partici pants, all the rest have monthly salary
of above 1000.00 Birr. It
is also revealed that all did not take training related to GBV except
one of the participants.

4.2 Types, Scope and Crim inali ty of GBV
The scope of GBV includes, but is not limited to, physical, sexual
, and psychological harm
(including intimidation, suffering, coercion, andlor deprivation of
liberty within the family or
within the genera l comm unity) . It also includ es vio lence, which
is perpet rated or condo ned by
the State (UNFP A, 2005).
The Un ited Nat ions (UN) definit ion of GBV is chosen by the resear
cher becaus e it is fo und to be
more expres sive and inclus ive in definin g GBV, where as the appl
ied Police definit ion is taken
from the forms and explan ations given to GBV in the second ary data
(victim s record), as revised
by the researc her prior to the prepar ation of primar y data collect ing
instrum ents. Theref ore, the
attitude of police officers is explor ed in accord ance to these definit
ions of GBV.
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Table 7 Police 's Attitu de towar ds the UN Defini tion of GBV
No
1

2

Items

Mean

Given that Ethi op ia is signatory to the Convention on the Elimination of
all forms
of Di scrimination Against Women (CEDA W), po lice officers shou ld
prosecute 5.30
offenders accord ing to the United Nations definition of GBY
Traffickin g, marita l rape, and unwanted kissi ng should be classified
as GBV
cr imes
4.66

3

Forced prostitution is a cri minal act and prosecutable by legal in stitutions

4. 14

4

BattelY of women should be a puni shable crime in Ethiopia

5. I I

5

The physica l inju ry of a person due to their gender should be class ified
as both
GBV and phys ical assault

5.00

6

Demea ning verbal assau lts may be equated to a GBV crime

4. 12

Mean = 21.17, Standar d Deviation = 4.639 and N= 272

Table 7 reveal s that the mean values of each item is greate r than
the neutral mean value (3.5).
That is the respondents show their agreem ent that traffic king, marita
l rape, unwanted kissing,
physical injury, demea ning verbal assaults, forced prostitution and
battery of wome n should all
be consid ered as variou s fo rms of GBV and should be prosec
utable by legal institu tions in
Ethiopia. The neutral value for all groups of questi ons w ith six numbe
r of question items is 21.
The calcul ated mean of the UN definit ion in genera l is 28.45 (See
Annex: I) also suppor ts their
agreem ent toward slllis qefi ni tion. Hence , it can be said that respon
dents agree and have positi ve
attitude toward s the' VN ,definition bfGBV .
Table 8 Police 's Attitll de t01var ds the Defirritjon of GBV Appli
ed by the Police Office rs
,

No
1
2

3

4

5
6

-

Items

Mean
Police offi cers should not (Ii vo lve in domesi"i"c confl icts between husban
d and wife
3.31
Police offi cers are overwhelm ed with eno ugh work already and shou
ld selectiv ely
prosecute G BY cases
4.26
Abduction, rape, homos exua lity, female genital mutilation (FGM)
, and early
marriage are a co mprehen sive definiti on for GBV
Women
. . who ,compla in of un wanted touchin g and ki ss ing are often exagge ratin g the

Situati on

:V~ 'r:'

Rape ofa virgij1:is,amo re se~iou s crime th an rape of a non,virgi n

-Offens ive ccrn, 'lnen'ts toward -an individ

u al shoul d not be prosec utab le

Mean= 22. 17, Standar d Deviation = 4.639 and N= 272
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5.05
361
3.5 I
2.38

It can be seen from Table 8 that respondents have almost neutral
attitude toward s item numbe rs
1,4, and 5, which focus on the expression, definition and form s of GBV
stated as, police officer s
should not invol ve in domes ti c di sputes between husband and wife;
women who complain of
unwan ted touching and kissing are often exagge rating the situation and
rape of a virgin is a more

seriou s crime than rape of a non-virgin, respec tively. On the other
hand, police officer s show
their agreem ents in that GBV cases should be prosec uted selectively,
with the mean value of
4. 26; and abduct ion, rape, homosexuali ty, female genita l mutilation
(FGM), and early marri age
are the inclus ive definiti on of GBV with the mean value of
5.05. On the contrary, the
respondents show thei r di sagreement for the item which states that
offens ive comments toward
an individual should not be prosec utabl e, with the mean value of2.3
8.
Additi onally, the calc ulated mean val ue for the pol ice definiti on of GBV
in general is 22 .17 (See
Annex : 2) which is very cl ose to the neutral mean value of(21) . This
shows that the respondents'
attitud e towards their own definition on average is almost neutra l and
that most of them define
GBV in terms of abduction, rape, homosex uality, FGM , and earl y
marriage consid ering that as
an all-inclusive definition of GBV.
From both tables it can be inferred that, the police officers on averag
e agree and have a positive
attitude tuward s the UN definition of GBV. They also prefer the UN
definition of GBV than the
one that is being applied. However, though the police offi cers prefer
the UN definition of GBV ,
they are app lying the ' Poli ce Definition' thinking that it is inclusive.
The focus group di scussion and in-depth intervi ews with the police
officers show that even
though the police officer s work on all the three types of violence, their
definition of GBV is more
of related to the sexual harm comm itted agains t women and chi ldren.
~
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The Women and Ch'ildretl' s. 9i0ce of the Sub-City' s Poli ce Depar
tment sees crimes related to
physical and psych6i6g;~al alJ~'~e In additio n to sex ual harm onl y if
the victim ' s age is below 16.
However, if the victi m is above 16 yea rs of age, the office takes sexual
abuse crime cases only.
Crimes related to the physic al and psychological types of GBV,
for that age are considered
norma l court cases that are handl ed by other police offi ces.
Based on the crime report document of the Sub-C ity's Women and
Chi ldren Police Office from
Sep, 2006 - May, 20 10 (G. c.), reported crimes that are related to
physical abuse are: beating!
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battering, over laboring, physical harm , and causin g phys ical impair
ment (disability). Those that
fall under psychological abuse include: insulting and humiliation
, and bl ackma iling and
threate ning. Additionally, rape of a virgin, rape, attempted rape,
attempted homosexual rape,
homosexual rape, sexual harass ment, and making a child flee are also
reported crimes that can be
related to sexual abuse.
Since the police officer s consid er only sexual abuse to be a GBV
crime case, those that are
related to the physical and psychological types of abuse are not clearly
stated (written) as GBV
cases. Therefore, even though some of these reported crimes are
GBV cases, it is hard to
differentiate which of these crimes are comm itted agains t the girls
and women because of their
gende r and which are not. Therefore, it is hard to know how many
of these crimes GBV crimes
are.
The result of both FGDs also show that there are women who repo!1
ed to different police station s
being phys ically injured , burned , beaten/battered, brui sed by
their husbands, partners,
boyfriends, employers, etc. The participants agreed that most
of these crimes are crimes
committed against women and girl s because of their gender and
their position in the society.
However, they have not considered them as GBV crimes or cases that
should be handled by the
Wome n' s and Children 's Police Office of the Sub-City's police Depar
tment.
Almos t all the victim s in the in-depth interview also report ed that they
have experienced physical
orland psycho logica l violence in add iti on to the sex ual violence comm
itted agains t them. For
instance, KPSV2 was bru ised and red eyed from the beating she took
when she first came to the
Women and Childr en's Police Office of the Sub-City's police Depar
tment to report the rape
comm itted against her by four 'guys. Another victim (KPSV3) report
ed that she was threatened
.. .
and beaten with the back of a gun by the federal police who raped
her. GRIPV4 , a l5-years-old
(at the time of the interview) rape victim also reported that she lived
in fear in the house of her
employer who raped and impregnated her. She said that she was blackm
ailed and threatened by
her rapi st in additio n to being be'aten repeatedl y by both her rapi st and
hi s wife.
The rights group Amnesty International has identified three di stinct
types of GBV categorizing
them by social sphe'!:e of famili violence, community violence and
state violence or vio lence
condoned by individ uals' employed by the state (Plus News, 2007).
- ..
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The result of both FGDs with the po lice officers and the in-depth interview with GBV victims
, ~"

.! ,'"
"

•

#

show that all GBV occurs in all the three spheres categorized by Amnesty International.
The resul t of the quanti tative data shows that po li ce offi cers have positi ve attitude towards the
UN definit ion and they agree that all the GBV types in the UN defi nition should be prosecutabl e
by law. However, the result of the qualitative data shows that even though all the types of GBV
crimes categorized by di fferent UN declarations are prevalent in all spheres of the study area, the
scope, type and criminality of GBV the po lice offi cers consider important and handle as GBV
crimes are limited to sexual violence.

4.3 Prevalence of GBV
Here the prevalence of GBV in the Sub-City under study is shown clearly and the comparison on
the most vulnerable age groups and types of GB V are discussed in detail. The data shown in the
tab le below represents merely women and girl victim s.
Table 9 GBV C rime C ommitted Against Women and Girls in Kirlws Sub-City
Frequency

Year
2000

Crime T ype
Rape
Attempted Rape
Sexual Harass ment

Age
0-9
8

Making a child flee

2001

2002

2003

10-1 5
27
I

16-t 8

19-45

>45

N

n Iyear

35
1

9

9

I

1

Rap e

2

9

9

4

Anempted Rape
Sex ual Harassment
Making a child flee

4

2
I

3

3

Rape
Anempted Rape
Sex ual Harassment
Making a ch ild flee

7

II

I

2

Rape
Attempted Rape
Sexual Harass ment
Making a chil d fl ee

3
I

N

26

4
2

46

24
1

13
I

42

4
2
I

22
4
0

26

0
6

13

3

25

5

I

7
0

I

I

70

36

33

14
1
147
Source: Report Document of Kirkos Sub-Ciry (From Sep, 2006 - May, 2010 G. C.) or (Meskerem, 2000 - Ginbot 2003) Ethiopian
Calendar by Frequency Wilh some modificatioll by the researcher.
Note:

t/ -

refers lo[requency o/GBV commitled
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Table 9 shows that most of the reported crimes are committed against children below the age of
18 years. From 0-9 years 26, from 10-15, 70 and from 16-18 26 GBV were reported in the four
year interval. Generally, out of 147 victims, 132 of them are children who are 18 years and
below. When it comes to adults, rape and attempted rape crimes are the only GBV crimes
reported in the Sub-City within the four years where there are onl y 15 victims who are 19 and
above years old. It is also evident that rape is the most prevalent reported and/or committed type
of GBV as it holds the hi ghest number at all age level s and in all the years. It is also shown that
the total number of reports of GBV in each year from (From Meskerem 2000 E.C. - Ginbot 2003
E.C.) is 46, 42, 26 and 33. Comparing the last two years with the first two years, the number of
GBV reported has decreased.
However, the result of both FGDs and interviews show that the numbers seen on the crime report
document are the very few investigated from the limited number of crimes that were reported .
The female FGD participants also emphasized that especially domestic violence and violence
committed by a person who has more power economically and in other ways than the victim
goes unreported.
In addition, the crime reports from the recent four years also show that there is no reported
marital rape, sexual abuse from a husband, human trafficking, stalking, and forced prostitution
crime cases.
The results of the FGDs and in-depth intervi ews with the po lice officers show that even though
the above mentioned crimes exist in the society, they are not or are rarely reported for many
reasons. One of the reasons discussed in both FGDs is the Ethiopian culture of considering sex
and "what happens behind closed doors" as a taboo to talk about.
UNFP A (1998), states that GBV emanates from the use of force or coercion that is socially
tolerated and is carried out predominantly against women and girls at every stage of their life
cycle. Additionally, in our cu lture and in many others, women and girls are socialized to be
submissive, shay to speak up, to care for and protect their fam il ies and their fami lies' names. As
one of the female police officers put it "a woman protects the secrets of her family" (1'1.+ til!.'

I'n.:l:'}

1dDCj ih'~ Cj')' ).
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The police officers in both FGDs agreed that even cases that are reported like the abuse of
children, rape, and other violence, especially those committed by police officers and the like, are
not being reported to the extent that they are occurring.
The result of the in-depth interview with the victims also supports thi s idea in that all the GBV
victims from GRIP did not report the violence comm itted against them . for one reason or the
other and those victims from the Sub-city's Police Office, who have reported the crime, stated
that they wou ld not have reported if it were not for the reasons they mentioned.
KPSVI a 13 year old gi rl who was repeatedly raped by a neighbor who is about 25 years old
came to the Pol ice Station because her uncle, who reported the case fo und out about the rape
after she run away and was found on a street. The uncle reported the case because he was angry
at the mother of the rapist who insulted him and blamed him fo r fal sely accusing her son. The
uncle said he would not have reported if it were not for the mother of the accused; if it were not
for hi s anger and need for vengeance.
KPSV2 said the onl y reason she came to the police station was because her rapists (four adults)
took her jewelry and money and she repol1ed the crime of the theft but was told to also seek
j ustice for the rape crime committed against her. She told the researcher that she wou ld not have
reported if it were not for the stolen things.
KPSV3 also came to the police station after she was asked by federa l police officers who heard
that she was raped told her to report. Even then she sa id the only reason she reported the case is
to know ifher rap ist, who is a federal police officer, is HIV po sitive or not because she was on a
process to go abroad and her being HIV negative is required.
Thi s shows that the victims did not consider the sex ual , physical and psychological crimes
committed against them worth reporting.
In a study conducted by Yetnayet (2003), out of 107 rape cases only 17 (15 .9%) of the victims
informed the cond ition to their family and onl y 5 (4.7%) repol1ed to police. The reasons they
gave for not telling about the condi tion to anybody include feeling of shame/guilt, fear of
reaction from fa mil y, not knowing what to do about it, fear of reaction fro m the community and
fear of the perpetrator(s).
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The result of the FGDs participants, in accordance with the above study, agreed that most GBV
cases are not reported for the above mentioned reasons and more . Some of the reasons discussed
include feeling of shame, fear of being judged by neighbors and community members, the ri sk of
not being trusted by police officers and fear of greater ri sks from the perpetrator.
Some of the discussed causes for the under reporting of GBV crimes can be categorized into
culture, economic status, knowledge and awareness, evidence and facility and attitude and
training of po lice officers. Each category is briefl y di scussed below.

A) Culture
As some cultural n011l1S and practices help to empower women and promote human rights;
ce11ain others have long been mentioned as casual factors and justifying means for violence
against women (UN , 2006). For instance, sexual abuse and rape by an intimate partner is not
considered as crime in most countries, and women in many societies do not consider forced sex
as rape if they are marri ed to, or cohabit ing with the perpetrator (UN, 20 10).
Strengthening the above idea is that in additi on to not ever having marital rape, stalking, etc,
crime reports in the crime report document; almost all of the police officers are new to the idea
of forced sex by an intimate partner, boyfriend or husband as a crime. For instance, in explaining
rape accusations, one of the femal e FG Os paJ1icipants said;
For example a woman came saying she was raped. When we asked her how it happened
she said "he gave /lie a lift, look me 10 a hOlel to talk and then raped me. " The hospital
evidence says she had sex recently which doesn't help. When we invesligated Ihe case, we
found oul Ihal Ihey knew each olher before. You don't go in a hotel jusl to talk. If she
wel1f when he look her there, she should have known that this will happen.

Another fema le participant also added
Most of the time, it is when the victim is below 18 that we go furth er in handling the case.
The adults, they themselves don 'I come and report thaI much and when they do, most of il
is false accusation to get money or some other thing from Ihe accused.

It was also the researcher's finding that besides being considered a culturally normal act in the
society in general ; sexua l harassment is seen as a minor incidence (not deserving of reporting) by
the police officers who are working in the Sub-City's Women and Children Office. This is
especiall y true if the victim is an adult woman. The above result became evident when a repo11ed
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case of sexual harassment committed against an adul t wo man was brought for investi gation.
When the head of the offi ce gave the poli ce offi cers who work under that office the report paper
and orall y exp lained about the case, they all looked at each other laughing. And no one was
willing to take the case. When it was fo rced on one of the female offi cers, she then said "she
must be a foreigner. Okay now, what do I do with it? It says she was kissed by a stranger on the
road. " As she was speak ing, she and all the others were laughing.

It can be concluded from the above that the culture of the society that perceives most violence
against women as "no rmal" appl ies to the pol ice officers as well.
However, it is not onl y the cultural influe nce on the police offi cers but also on the victims and
witnesses that affects the process of reporting. For instance, one of the victims (GRIRV3 ) who
had hearing difficulty; was 19 years old and had a year and eight months old son at the time of
interview was raped at the age of 17. When asked why she did not report the crime, she answered
saying;
I am afraid and ashamed even when J fa ll on the ground and getup let alone talking
about this (OJ.£:' 'I: )', 'JIy, 'J IIVI ;, ?:tf.llf/· j )',tf.tf.llf/-j. Where I come from, if they knew
they will kill lI1e. They don't like to hear things like this. Everyone will laugh 01 lI1e. If
they knew about this, wherever I go, the women will insult me; they will be singing,
banging a plastic container as a drum, they will sing insulting songs. They will also sing
about the bad things J did and allllllentioning my father's and mother's name; saying bad
things about thellltoo.

Culture also affects most manifestations of violence in that it mediates social behavior. The way
in which men and women were socialized to see themselves and others strongly influences their
behavior (Prekel, 200 I).
Another victim (GRIPV I ) who was 17 years old and has a daughter who is six months old at the
time of interview also said that she did not tell anyone the rape crime she ex perienced or the
physical pain she st ill fee ls around her "ovary" afraid of showing her private parts. When she
explai ned the pain she fee ls she said standing on my feet and move might make me seem like a
human be ing «I;UZ 1J1lfl"'b.e-lim· /,t70lJtfl .elf''itfl) but J alone know my problem.

In addi tion to the po lice officers and vict ims, wi tnesses are also affected by cu lture in turn
affecti ng reported and investigated GBV cri mes. The FGD participants agreed on the idea that

58

even in cases where there are eye and other witnesses, the people do not want to be a witness
considering the process as time and energy taking.
In general, cultural norms affect not only the occurrence but also the reporting and handling of
GBV crimes by influencing the po li ce officers, witnesses and victim s. In a culture where there is
unequal power relati onships between men and women, GBV disproportionally affects and
victimizes women and girls (Josse , 2007) because of their subordinate status vis-a-vis men and
boys (UNFP A, 2005). What is more is that women and gi rl s in many societies and in Ethi opia in
parti cul ar are sociali zed to be submi ss ive and shy in addition to growing in a soci ety that
considers talking about sex and re lated issues as a taboo .
B) Economic sta tus

In additi on to fea r of be ing rejected or bl amed by family and communi ty members as a result of
cultural norms, victi ms' econom ic status also affects their vulnerability and reaction to GBV
committed against them. Because most women have low economic status and are economically
dependent, this fact increases their vulnerab ility to vio lence on one hand and reduces their
capaci ty to act and make dec isions on the other (Selamawit, 2007).
The intersectionality femi nist perspective suggest that GB V against women and girls does not
happen only because of their gender but also because of the diverse positions they have in the
society they li ve in; li ke low socio-economic status, less or no education, being a mi grant, etc
(Frye, 200 I). The findi ng of the study also shows that most of the victims of GBV in the SubCity are found to be women and girl s; especiall y, those with disabilities, those who are young,
those who migrated from the rural palis of Ethiop ia and those who have low econom ic statu s.
The participants of both FG Ds agreed that in addition to the above mentioned groups, domestic
workers, street gi rl s, commercial sex workers, housewives, dail y laborers, etc, are parts of the
society that GBV most affects.
Many women face di sc rimination in the fo rmal and the informal sector of the economy, as well
as economic exploitation within the family (UN, 2006). As discussed in both FGDs, domestic
viol ence is the most prevalent and least reported crime in the sub- city. One of the possible
reasons discussed is that perpetrators (mostly men) are the bread winners of most fam ilies.
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l, sexual and economIc
It is agreed that woil1en endure all kinds of physical, psychologica
that neighb ors report the
vio lence because of their low econom ic status. Even in the rare times
ing to eat or feed my childre n
violen ce (mostly physical), the victim s deny it saying what am J go
J going to live? Some also
e goes to jail? What if he chases me out of my house ? Where am

if h

rator is the fath er or any
try to cover GBV comm itted agains t their daughters if the perpet
sorts of domes ti c violence
memb er of the fa mil y who is the ~o l e breadwinner of the famil y. All
e these workers either do
committed agai nst domest ic workers also mostl y go unrepo rted becaus
mic support or hush money.
not want to lose their j obs or they are lull ed by promises of econo
time of interview confirm s
The story of one of the victims (GRIPV2) who is 18 years old at the
thi s.
Ihere was 110 one in
II was Ihe son of my employers who gal /lie pregnanl. One day when
n ed 10 kill me if
Ihe house he raped me. I was shouting and begging him 10 slap, he Ihreale
wilh me; mostly
I said anything but after Ihal day, he repeatedly asked to have sex
ed and both
happen
whal
out
found
threatening me. After he impregnaled me his mOlher
not do so. I
did
them
of
bOlh
bUI
told me they will raise Ihe child and will give me money
get a job
not
uld
co
I
finally wenl oul Jt-om Iheir house and since Ihey did nol help me and
the friends I found
wilh my condilion, I ended up on Ihe streel and was broughl here by
on Ihe Slreels. I now have a year and eighll11 ol1lhs old child.

who are working al so face
FUl1hermore, it was also the findi ng of the researc h that wome n
rking hierarchy and econom y.
different viol ence because of their lower status both in terms of wo
to fear of losing their jobs
It was discussed by the FGD fema le participants that in add ition
everyo ne possible to deny
wome n and girls also fear that their perpetrator can buy the law (pay
itted agains t them .
the charge)ifhe has money. Thus they will not report the viol ence comm
ing the case means money
In the cases of wome n daily laborers, time spent reporting and follow
ver money they make than
lost in the process and , therefore, they prefer to work and get whate
trying to spend time arguing the case.
ence, access to economIC
Though economic independenc e does not shield wome n from viol
s, including escaping violent
resource can enhan ce wome n's capacity to make the right choice
Watch, 2007).
situations, using mechani sms for protection and remed y (Huma n Rights
workers are in their current
It was also brough t to attenti on that street gi rl s and comm ercial sex
and living condition also
positio n because of their low econom ic status. Howev er, thei r work
other forms of GBV. The
makes them be judged in addition to being vulnerable to sexual and
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mere reali zation that most members of the soc iety judge them for what they do , makes them
assume police officers are not any different. As a result, they mostly tolerate the pains of
violence than reportin g it.
The male FGD participants discussed that commercial sex workers do not report violence
committed against them even when they are shouting, running away, or are found by police
officers in that situation. In the rare cases they report it is not for the physical or sexual violence
they encountered but for reasons like ' he didn't give me the money we agreed on" or "he took
my belongings" and the like. The resu lt of the in-depth interview with victims discussed above
also confirms this truth.
C) Knowledge and Awareness

It was found out from the FGDs and in-depth interviews that the knowledge and awareness of the
victims, witnesses, perpetrator and police officers affect the occurrence, reporting as well as
investigation of GBV crime. Since victims are not aware of what constitutes a GBV case,
especiall y the psychological and physical types of GBV they don't report the crime. The police
also do not invest igate these crimes as GBV if the victi m is older than 1 years; this works for
witnesses too who see OBV crimes and do not report them. Because of lack of knowledge and
awareness on the part of the victims and the community OBV crimes comm itted in the Sub-City
are mostly left unrep0l1ed. In rare cases that these OBY crimes are rep0l1ed they are seen as
simple social incidence than a crime because of the police officers' knowledge and
understanding of the concept ofGBY.
D) Evidence and Facility
Most GBY crimes are committed in pri vate, whether they happen in public or private places.
Thus it is, mostly, very difficult to find witnesses and other evidence to make the case. The indepth interview with the head of the Sub-City's Women and Children Office explains that the
evidence written by physicians include: hymen deposed long ago (r,flr

l1·flt.l~'U'i'

OD y,,{. C),

peeled and spli t (OD"I"I' r'i' OD(nm~'), sperm found (l'rol.\': IIC 1'17) and it has been long (r ,flr
'Iro, ) is mostly not clear evidence that can help make a case. So, making the small number of

sexual violence reported even lower.
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It is also the finding of the male police FGD that since the police officers do not have

investigation kit, camera, etc; even to the simplest materials as gloves, it makes the evidence
find ing work more difficu lt than it already is. In addition to that, the police officers mi ght also be
forced to pay their own money "from the little salary they have" to go to places where crimes are
committed in order to investigate cases. This in turn requires the poli ce offi cers' willingness to
do so.
E) Attitude and Training of the Police Officer
In situations where the fac ility and evidence strengthening mechani sms are very li mited, the
attitude and train ing of the po li ce offi cers playa major role in findin g the truth and as a result,
strengthen ing the trust of the citi zens on police officers. That, in turn, will also increase the
reporting of comm itted GBY crimes. Since knowing the problem is the first step to tackling it,
important GBV related trainings of poli ce officers do not only improve their knowledge but also
help change their attitude towards victims and women in general. Trainings given to police
officers strengthen enforcement ; not onl y provides assi stance to individual girls and women, but
indirectly promotes respect for the rul e of law across the country (Wilder, 2007). However, the
finding s of both FGDs and in-depth interviews with the police key info rmants show that only
very few po lice officers are given trai nings about GBY; their attitude towards women and
victims is not also encouraging enough to deve lop trust of citizens. Therefore, it affects the
reports ofGBY crimes committed negati vely.
To sum up, domestic vio lence is found to be the most prevalent and least reported crime in the
study area with the most common ly prevalent and reported crime being rape. It is also found that
girls below the age of 18 are mo stly affected by GBY. The social group mostly affected by GBV
include, young girl s, women and girls with low socio-economi c statu s and/or dependant, women
and gi rl s who mi grated fro m rural parts of the country, girls and women with disability/ies,
domestic workers, street girl s, commercial sex workers, housewives, daily laborers. Most GBV
cases in the stud y are not reported because of cultural and socio -economic factors, shame and
gui lty fee ling of victims, fear of community, neighbor and fami ly reaction, knowledge and
awareness about the issue of GBY , lack of adequate facility fo r findin g evidence and negative
attitude of police officers and police officers' lack of training on GBY.
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4.4 Policing
Thi s part of the study shows the preference of the respondents over the two policing systems
which are traditi onal and community.

Table 10 Police Officers' preference of Traditional Policing System
No

Items

Mean

I

Police need to be skeptical of what citizens tell them

4.66

2

The prima ry measurement of pol ice effi ciency should be arrest rates

2. 04

3

The foc us of the police should be on incidents not on problems and
concerns of citizens

1.94

4

I am asserti ve and controllin g whil e serving as a poli ce offi cer

5
6

4.97

Police should only dea l with GBV cases when there is no other real
2.3 1
po lice work to do
The role of the poli ce adm inistration is to prov ide the necessary rules and
4.35
policy directi ves
Mean = 20.32, Standard Deviatiol1 = 4.082, N= 270

Tab le 10 shows that respondents do not have similar attitude or agreement over the statements
which express trad iti onal pol icing system or style. Fo r the statements which state that
measurement of police effi ciency should be arrest rates, police should focus on incidents rather
than citizens' problem and that poli ce have to deal with GBV cases when there is no other police
work to do, they show their di sagreement with mean va lues 2.04, 1.94 and 2.3 1, respectively.
On the contrary, the respondents show their agreement for the rest of the statements. The neutral
value for all gro ups of questions with six number of question item s is 2 1. The calculated mean of
the item s whi ch deal with traditional po li cing as it is shown in Annex 3 is 20.3 2, Thi s indi cates
that the attitude of the respondents towards trad iti onal policing is almost neutral. We can al so see
from the result that, even though the respo ndents disagree to item numbers two, three and five,
they agree to item numbers one, fo ur and six resulting in a neutral attitude towards traditional
po licing in general.
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Table 11 Police Officers' Preference of Community Policing
No

Items

Mean

I

The police are one department among many pub lic service agencies
responsible for improving the quality of life for citizens of the community

5.30

2

The role of the pol ice is to solve problem

4.80

3

The highest priorities of the police shou ld be whatever problems disturb
th e community most

4.66

4

The essential nature of police accountability is to community needs

4.73

5

Police should refer citizens to relevant counseling or shelter services

4.39

6

Prosecution is one tool among many available to police officers

4.32

Mean ~

28.40, Standard Deviation~ 5.078, N~ 263

As we can see from Table 11 , the respondents agree to all statements which express or
characterize community policing, with the least mean value being 4.32.

In the category of

community policing which the graph is shown on Annex 4, the mean value of community
policing is calculated as 28.40, Therefore, the respondents have positive attitude towards
community policing.
When we compare the attitude of the respondents towards the two policing systems, it is clear
that the police officers support and prefer community type of policing than the traditional
policing system.
It is the finding of the research that police officers in the Women and Children's Office of the

Sub-City' s Police Department handle all crimes committed against children and GBV crimes
committed against women in the Sub-City. Since these police officers work on GBV crimes,
only when they are reported, they have no way of affecting the unreported GBV crimes.
Supporting the above statement, in answering to the question "do police officers handle cases
like marital rape, stalking, and violence committed against commercial sex workers?" one of the
in-depth interview participants stated, We mighr see marital rape and stalking crimes but only

if

the victims assertively come to report it ( 7v.rm· t7D'l'rf'm· hh/J/J· 1lY') and they do not.
A study by Sparrow (1988), suggests that traditional policing works in a way of capturing
criminals after the crimes occur, which neither prevents nor improve police-community
relationships. Since the police officers in the Women and Children 's Office of the Sub-City's
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already occurred; they use
Police Department work on GBV crimes only after the crime had
traditional policin g in tacklin g thi s viol ence probl em.
of response to crime which
As Nicholl , (1999) explains, traditional policing is also a one way
As a result, it contributed
doesn 't encompass allowi ng the active participation of the community.
comm unity they serve.
to disaffection and lack of trust, especially betwe en the police and the
are not being reported to the
The results of both FGDs show that the GBV crimes in the Sub-City
earlier, the fact that police
extent that they are occurring. In addition to other reason s mentioned
help increa se reporting by
officers did not win their (community members') trust does not
victim s or help victim s feel safer in their community.
citizens together to preven t
Community policin g is a type of policing which brings police and
rather than responding to
crime and sol ve problems, emphasizing the prevention of crimes
ants, who at the time of
crimes after they happen (Rhonda 2000:4). As one of the key inform
using comm unity policing as
interview was workin g on comm unity policin g, explained , they are
do thi s by residing close to
a system to prevent and control crimes . He further stated that they
h the meetings they held
and studyin g the problems of the community from the members throug
them or facilitating their
and the reporte d crimes; by develo ping action plans and implem enting
making the society part of
implem entations. The implem entation can be teaching the society and
the policing process.
e police -comm unity relations
According to OSCE (2008), community policing produces positiv
and coordination among the
in terms of a positive attitude each hold for the other and supp011
and the police, a two way
parties. Thi s makes the comm unicat ion betwee n the comm unity
ew that comm unity police
communication. It is also the findin g of the key informant intervi
to find out what troubl es the
officers get information from the community members or they try
communi ty and try to find so lution s wi th the comm unity.
s show that GBV crimes are
Nevertheless, when we see GBV crimes, the results of both FGD
conce rn of the community.
happening everywhere, everyd ay but are not seen as the burnin g
police officers' attention to
Therefore, they are not seen as problems need ing of the comm unity
with the key inform ant show,
plan or find so luti ons for. As the resu lt of the in-depth interview
m identifications can be
the so lution the community police officers come up with after proble
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awareness creation about the lega l ri ghts and responsibilities of community members or
residents. However, that is not done for GBV crimes because both the community police officers
and the members did not consider it important or sever enough a problem to teach the legal rights
and responsibilities about.
A study done in Bahir Dar by Yeshiwas, (20 10) shows that community policing crates positive
attitude between police officers and community members for each other. This is evident in that
Bahir Dar community members have agreed or strongly agreed that police officers treat
community mem bers with respect and that the police are, recently, doing an excellent or a very
good job and 82 percent of the police officers also have either strongl y agreed or agreed that the
willingness of community members to work with the police has increased.
It can be inferred from the above that community policing strengthens the trust of the community
on the legal system wh ich will again help increase reports and executions of GBV crimes
indirectly affecting their OCCUlTence to decrease.
Other researches show that many cases of domestic violence and neighborhood conflict are
brought to the attention of community officers depending on the crime cases and their location.
IIowever, it is thc result of the in-depth interview that community police officers in the study
area do not deal with GBV or domestic violence crimes because there is an office which deals
with these crimes. It is also the result of both FGDs that in the times that community police
officers come across domestic viol ence, they tend to reconcile the victims to the offender, even
in the times that it is dangerous for the victim to go back than handling the case as a crime whi ch
does not help reduce the occurrence of GBV crimes in the society.
Moreover, the fact that there is a Women and Children's Office in the Police Department and
elsewhere alone does not prevent or control these crimes. Even though, improving policecommunity relation s is not the exclusive business of the community policing subunit but the
business of the entire police department, the Women and Children's Office in the Police
Department is not, at the time of study working in crating good relations with the community or
in teaching the members about their rights and responsibiliti es concerning GB'f-8riTit~ ;---. ,
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Therefore, both the community police officers and the police officers working in the Women and
Children's Office in the Police Department are not working in preventing and controlling GBV
crimes in the community policing system kind of way.
Community policing incorporates a more strategic and thoughtful incorporation of broader police
mi ssion focused on the proacti ve prevention of crime and disorder (Matthew, 2008). It is the
finding of the study that in doing so, community police officers work on economic, public health
and other development issues in the study area. Thi s method is a more proactive and effective
method in that it doesn' t work on already occurred crimes ignoring their causes and effects but
recognizes that other development issues can lead to crimes and vise versa and that tackling
other societal problems can lead to prevention of crimes and therefore, decrease in crime rates.
This idea also goes in line with intersectionalityl multicultural feminist perspective's idea that it
is not only gender but also other social identities and social locations that affect women and girls
(Frye, 200 I). Therefore, cons idering other factors like age, socio-economic status, disability or
the community's culture the women and girls live in as causes and effects of GBV can help as
see the broader aspects of the problem and using community policing principles helps tackle it in
a broader sense of the so lution; which is more effective in preventing the crime. Thi s makes it
very important, especiall y, because most of the GBV crimes in the society are not reported.
However, community policing is not given much importance in mitigating GBV crimes in the
study area.
In short, the results of the quantitative data show that the attitude of the police officers towards
traditional policing style is neutral in that they agreed to three of the six statement indicating
incl ination towards traditional policing and disagreed to the rest resulting in 20.32 mean value.
Whereas their attitude towards community policing is positive in that the calculated mean value
of the statements indicating inclination to comm unity policing style is 28.40. This shows that the
police officers prefer community poli cing and agree to its principles. On the other hand, the
result of the qualitative data shows that both the community police officers in the Sub-City and
the police officers in the Women and Children's Office in the Police Department do not use
community poling principl es in preventing and controlling GBV crimes.
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4.5 Attitude of Police Officers towards Women and GBV
4.5.1 The Attitude of Police Officers towards Women
William, et.al, (1999), define sexIsm as a discrimination based on gender, especially
discrimination against women or attitudes, conditions, or behaviors that promote stereotyping of
social roles based on gender. In this study ' sex ism' is expressed in three forms which are hostile,
overt and modern. Hence, it is through these forms of sexism that the researcher has tried to
explore the attitude of police officers under discussion towards women.
Table 12 Attitude of Police Officers towards Women In Relation To Hostile Sexism

No

Items

Mean

1

When women lose to men in a fair compet ition, women sometimes complain
about being discriminated against

3.19

2

Women sometimes exaggerate problems they have at work

3.72

3

Women often become upset by innocent remarks or acts

3.22

4

Women are too easily offended

3.59

5

Women receive undeserved spec ial treatment under the pretext of equality

2.78

Mean ~

16.45. Standard Deviation ~ 4.639.

N~

268

As can be seen from Table 12, the mean of almost all of the items are close to the neutral mean
value, which is 3.5. However, respondents have shown their disagreement to the statement stated
as ' Women receive undeserved special treatment under the pretext of equality ' where the mean
value as indicated in the table is 2.78. Hence, respondents do not agree with the idea that women
are receiving undeserved special treatment under the pretext of equality. Since, under this
category, there are five questions, the neutral score would be 17.5 and the calculated mean value
is 16.44. So, this ind icates that on average police officers are more of neutral about hostile
sexism, but lean towards disagreeing with it (See Annex 5).
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Table 13 Attitude of Police Officers towards Women In Relation To Overt Sexism
No

Items

Mean

1

Women are NOT equally capable of thinking log ical ly as men

1.85

2

Women are generally not as smalt as men

2.04

3

I would NOT be equa lly comfortable hav ing a woman or a man as a
boss

1.88

4

Women should NOT occupy 50% of positions across all professions,
working alongside men

2.66

5

A woman should not expect to go exactly the same places or have
quite the same freedom of action as a man

2.60

6

There are many jobs in which men should be given preference over
2.94
women in being hired and promoted
Mean ~

13.86, Standard Deviation~ 4.078,

N~

277

Table 13 shows that, the mean value of each item is below the neutral value (3.5) . Hence, it is
possible to see that the majority of the respondents do not agree over the g iven statements which
in tum indicate that they are not overt sexist. As it is previously mentioned, the neutral value for
all groups of questions with six number of question items is 21. Accordingly, calculated mean
val ue of the general oveli sexism idea is 13.86. (Annex 6). This indicates that on average the
respondents do not have overt sexist attitude towards women.
Table 14 Attitude of Police Officers towards Women In Relation To Modern Sexism

No

Items

Mean

I

Discrimination against women is sti ll a problem in Addis Ababa

4.19

2

Women often miss out on good jobs due to sexua l di scrimination

3.92

3

rt is easy to understand why women's groups, such as EWLA and the Women's
Bureau, continue to be concerned about women in Ethiop ian society

4.68

4

Soc iety has not reached a point where women and men have equal
2.76
opportunities for achievement
Mean ~

15.54, Standard D e viation ~ 3.446,

N~

276

The statements included in Table 14 are all opposite to modern sexist attitudes. Unl ike the
others, item number four has a mean value of 2.76 . In this item , the respondents believe that
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women and men have equal opportunities for achievement. The neutral value for all groups of
questions with four number of question items is 14. Accord ingly, calculated mean value of the
general idea towards modern sexism (Arll1ex 7) is 15.54. Thi s shows that even though the
respondents believe that society has reached a point where women and men have equal
opportunity for achi evement, they do agree that there is discrimination against women in the
society. Therefore, it can be said that the respondents do not have modern sexist attitude toward s
women on average.
The result of the data measuring police officers' attitude towards women in general shows that
the police officers do not have sexist attitude toward s women . Even though, the police officers
acknowledge the existence of women inequality and discrimination in the society; they also, on
average reflect that society has reached a point where women and men have equal opportunity.
Therefore, it is difficult to conclude that the police officers in general have positive or good
attitude towards women.
When we see the result of the FGD with the male police officers we can further analyze the
attitude of police officers towards women. In explaining women's accusations of GBV crimes in
relation to women's behavior one of the police officers (MP4) sa id;
Mosl women are with men for money and not for Ihe relalionship. Therefore, when Ihey
don 'I gel whOl Ihey wanl, mosl of Ihem falsely accuse Ihe guy. Police officers should be
skeplical of this. Plus, it is because men do not complain but Ihey are the victims if you
look deep (urp;. ,ev') !u:7·!=7'f IItlO'f.e61 ';u)· l, '},1f; l,tl· '1U)· ·/·)){UJ-).

,

Another police officer (MP7), in explaining the conflict between husband and wife or partners,
added,
Let alone a person and anolher person, even a pOI collides with another pot (l, '}J;. ') nUl.
lj'

nUl. /'jiJ' /'} .e/""l A}. They should lalk

('T'd,'!',)

N/n

tlf''' fl.tf'}

t70

10

each other even after she gets her slap

'1/7C ! ,tlflru)-). So, they should not come

10

us with trivial

cases. Lei those Ihal are hard and bad for Ihe society come.

Radical feminists explain that through the systematic privi leging of men subordinating women,
interlocking system of the society supports oppression and reinforces the subjugation of women
and the various forms of violence perpetuated against them (Norsworthy, 2002). In a patriarchal
society, women are considered at fault even when they are being vio lated against. The above
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examples show that even when she is slapped, or is a victim of domestic vio lence, it is seen from
an angle where it is "justified" or where it is seen her fault one way or another. Strengthening
thi s idea is other police officers' comments below. For example MPI said:

If a woman goes out

at night or drinks alcohol, she should know that she will be violated whether fooled or forced.

MPS added,
Women should lake responsibility for their actions. They should be careful of the
perfumes and the clothes they wear and the cosmetics they use that calls for trouble. A
woman has her own feminine behavior. She should look it (fl,,,' f ?1 (,fl, -!'}-!" fJU~
I,fl"·:: lrfl·'j -/'P"fltl)

The attitude that women are subordinate compared to men, found among both men and women,
inculcate the acceptance of men' s sexually and physicall y abusing women (Berhane, 2004 in
Bizu, et.al, 2009).
It can be seen from the above and the result of the FGD with male police officers that the police

officers see the women and girl s as ini tiati ng the crimes committed against them and that it is
their fau lt for making the men abuse them and besides, they should not complain and report to
the police officers all the "little and unnecessary" domestic problems they face; which in a
nutshell , says that women deserve the abuse they experience but it is the

m~n

who are hutting

because of all the accusati ons made aga inst them.
According to Yetnayet (2003), the attitude towards women; that they are subordinate and that it
is "normal" to abuse them in different ways, is seen in different members of the society
including, teachers, priest, and ma le pol ice officers.
This is supported by both FGDs with male and fe male police officers. It was mentioned that
sometimes, poli ce officers themse lves are also perpetuators of GBV. Cases like a woman who
was raped by two po lice officers; a five year old lost girl who was spending the night in the
po lice station was raped by a police officer who was working in the night shift. It was the
experience of the researcher and was also mentioned by the participants of the FGDs that there
are male pol ice officers who verbally harass women by sexual innuendos, comments, and
remarks about women's body parts even when they are wearin g police officers' uniform s.
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Thus, though from the discussion so far it is found that the police officers do not have sexist
attitude towards women, tangible evidence was not found to conclude that police officers'
attitude towards women is positive. However, the results of the FGDs revealed that the police
officers in the study have the societal view of women's subordination and men's superiority.
When the offender of GBV is a police officer (one of the state' s representative for security and
justice), it makes matters even worse in that the very few women that are courageous enough to
report crimes will be discouraged which will decrease the report rate of GBV, but this in turn,
increases the crime rate for many GBV crimes are left unpunished.
In brief, the result of the quantitative data reveal ed that the attitude of police officers toward s
women in relation to hosti le sex ism is close to neutral with calculated mean of 16.44 compared
to 17.50 mean value; in relation to overt sex ism, police officers show disagreement to overt
sexism with calculated mean of 13.86 compared to 21 mean value and they also show
disagreement to modern sex ism having calcul ated mean of 15.54 compared to 14 mean value in
statements opposing mod ern sex ism. So, even though it cannot be concluded from thi s result that
the police officers have positive attitude towards women, it can be argued that they do not have
sex ist attitude towards women . However the qual itative data shows that the police officers,
especially the male police officers, view women as subordinate to men, blame the victims and
they also are in some cases the perpetrators of the GBV crimes committed against women and
girls.

4.5.2 The Attitude of Police Officers towards Victims of GBV
When a woman or a girl goes to report that violence has been committed against her, police
officers may tend to consider the girl or the woman as a suspect or on the contrary as an
authoritative. Here under, it is attempted to assess the attitude of the police officers towards the
reporter women or girl s of a GBV crime from these two perspectives.
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Table 15 Police Officers' Attitude of Victims as a Suspect
No.

Items

I

If the victim
complai nt

2

On ly cases with a witness and/or a visible injury are worth investigat ing

3.38

3

Victims bend the truth to place blame on the suspect

3.26

4

Victims often provoke their offender through bad behavior

3.40

5

Victims who have been battered by their acquaintances must have done
something wrong

2.73

6

Women and girls who are raped most li ke ly put themselves in the
situation

3.43

Mean
IS

married to the offender, the vict im will retract her

3.49

Mean = 19.84, Standard Deviation= 5.209, N= 254

In Table IS the mean value of respondents show that they have almost neutral perception
towards statements in item numbers 1,2,3 ,4, and 6 with mean values 3.49, 3.38, 3.26, 3.40, and
3.43 , respective ly. However, their in clinat ion toward s the statement in item number 5 which is
stated as, 'victims who have been battered by their acquaintances must have done something
wrong', shows their di sagreement having mean value of 2.73. The calculated mean value for the
attitude of police officers toward s victims as a suspect is 19.84(See Annex 8). 2 1 being the
neutral value for all groups of questions with six number of items, a slight disagreement of
perceiving victims as suspect can be observed; but on average the police officers perception of
victims is neutral.
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Table 16 Police Officers' Perception of Victims as Authoritative
No.

Items

Mean

I

Irrespective of background, victims have a complex understanding of what
occurred during the reported incident

4.88

2

Women who rep011 domest ic violence but do not have a witness shou ld be
4.30
considered as a legitimate source of information

3

It is di fficult for victim s to speak out loud the things that have been done to them

4.47

4

Victims who come
legitimate

4.91

5

When a victim needs immediate medica l attention, police officers should assist 5.10
them in getting the help they need previous to gathering detai ls of the case

6

Show ing care and support for victim s helps get better informat ion about GBV
4.75
case

111

several days after an incident should be considered

Mean = 28.39, Standard Deviation = 5.25/, N= 265

As it can be seen from Table 16, all the mean values of the respondents over each statement,
which expresses victims as authoritative, is above neutral (3 .5) where 4.30 is the smallest mean
value and 5. 10 being the hi ghest. The calculated mean value of the general view of po lice
officers towards victims as authoritative is 28.39. 2 1 being the neutral value for similar reason
mentioned previously, the attitude of the majority of the police officers towards considering
victims as an authoritative is positive or they consider victims as authoritative (See Annex 9).
Therefore, police officers' perception of victims as described by the quantitative result is more of
an authoritative than a suspect.
When it is seen from the victims' perspective, KPSV2 explained it as;
J did not feel trusted when they questioned me. They think J am lying. J would not have

reported if it were not for my lost money and jewelry. This station sends me to another
station and they send me here again."" the police officer asked what happened and when
J told him everything he smiled and said your stOlY looks like a film (I,.e f17.: 77C
tf-CiY" 7ft), f"7. uo /llItn,).

It is al so the finding of the research that KPV2 did not feel safe when she was first interviewed in

front of one of the offend ers. She was answering the questions that the police officer was asking
with a shaking voice and the police officer was repeating the phrase are you sure?, every time
she gives him an answer fo r a quest ion. The po lice offi cer was also throwing some comments
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about her answers to his question. Like, for examp le, he asked what
her rel igion was after she
told him that she drank some alcohol. After she told him her religio
n, he then asked, teasingly,
but do Protes tants drink alcoho l? He also said enjoyin g has becom
e hard recent ly, hasn't it?,
sarcastically. After he fini shed his interview, he told one of the other
police officers put him in
jail. What can we do ? It is difficult

if you

leI him go in Ihis kind of siluali on (J!.;rI iC Jf"')

J!..U.:JA ;, '},If. U)"IJ 't7C lJ1'u .r:'7'!P /,/J:f.: J6 'tOJ")

Other researches also show that many victim s noted that they would
not have reported if they
had known what the experience would be like. The victims' experiences
have given rise to some
serious psychological and physical problems and have hurt their trust
in the police (Campbell,
et.al, 1999, 2001).
Another victim (KPSV I) was a 13 year old girl at the time of the intervi
ew. She was raped three
times on different days and was blackmailed by a 25 year old man
who lives beside her house.
She was very pale faced and was squeezing her one hand with the
other when she was being
interviewed by the police officer. She was not looking up when she
was answering the questions
she was asked. After being interviewed by the police officer, tears
in her eyes, she said, She
asked me the dqle ofthef irst day he raped me. Iloid her what I thou~h
t was the right date, bUll
don 'I know Ihe exaCI dale. She ... I don 'Ilhink she trusled me bUI I
did not lie.
She felt mistrusted and that it is her fault she was raped . When asked
why she felt that way, she
said, "the police officer was raisin g her voice; asking me if I am sure
and becaus e she said she'll
find OUI and pUI me injai/ if I am lying .... "
Debra (2011) also stated that the negative experiences with the police
have been very hurtful and
usually been characteri zed by the victim s as secondary victim ization
.
Even though , in thi s and other researches, police experience has been
a second victimization for
the victims , KPV3 's has a different experience in her time of report
even though she was also
primarily victimized by a police officer. She said,
/ was raped by a federal police officer but it is also other federal police
officers who
brought me here and encouraged me to report. / did nol even contact
them. My friend
told them that / was raped and beaten and was sleeping because J was sick.
They laid my
friend that they will help me. / would not have reported if she did not
tell them but J
wanted to know if he was free from HI VIA IDS. He started to use condom
but then he (the
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offender police ofJicel~ stopped to use Ihe condom and raped me wilhout condom. I work
as a commercial sex worker, bUI I have started the process 10 go abroad and work. I
preferred if il was a fe male police ofJicer who interviewed me because, you know, I f ell
like Ihey won 'I undersland. My life is difficull. People do nol undersland Ihai l do whail
do because I have financial problems bUllhe police ofJicer who inlerviewed me was very
sllpporlive and was encouraging me nOllo be afraid.

In a nut shell , the findin g of the quantitati ve result shows that police officers' attitude towards
victims as a suspect is neutral with a slight disagreement shown in the calculated mean of 19.84
compared to mean of 2 1; whereas, their attitude towards victim s as an authoritative is positi ve
with an agreement shown with a calculated mean of 28.39 compared to a mean value of 21.
From thi s it can be argued that the attitude of the police officers towards victims is considering
them, more of, as an authoritati ve than as a suspect. However, as in other researches, the victims
in this research (KPSV 1 and KPSV2) view their experience with the pol ice officers as a situation
that made them fee l like a suspect. Even though it needs further study to draw a sound
conclu sion, for the victi ms who have reported their cases to the Police Department, it makes the
result of considering victims as an authoritative just an attitude that is not rendered in their
action. For these victims the pol!ce
, experi ence was a secondary victimization. Whereas KPSV3's
experience illustrates that there are also different po lice offi cers whose actions can be cross
checked with their practice of con sidering victims as authoritative.

4.5.3 Police Attitude towards GBV
Studies have shown that police offi cers report that decisions about how to handle GBV cases rely
on signs of inj ury, witnessing an act of violence, having prev ious reports from the household,
invo lvement of substances, and characteristics of the neighborhood from which the report was
made (Belknap, 1995 and Buza' 'a, 2003).
·"'i'~

It is also the findin g of the research that po lice officers' attitude and their dec isions about how to

handle GBV cases are determined by the different signs or indicators they find out, their attitude
towards women in general, their perception of victims and offenders among other things. The
FGDs with both fe male and male poli ce offi cers show that GBV cases, especiall y domestic
violence are hard to dec ide on because it is very di fficu lt to fi nd evidences. As FP5 puts it,
physical assaults are sometimes hard to find evidence

10

even on children.

If there is nothing on

the body of the child or the girl reported as a victim, it is hard to make the case. FP I added that
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it is also hard to know the truth if the adult rep0l1ing a chi ld 's case is putting words in the
supposedly victim 's mouth (telling them what to say).
Liberal feminists suggest that the state is inefficient and faces technical difficulties in bringing
vio lent men to court due to the nature of the offences (Walby, 1990).
Additionally, several studies suggest that situational factors may influence police officer's
response to a GBY situation (Rigakos, 1997; Robinson & Chandek, 2000; Sinden & Stephens,
1999). The FGDs show that police officers especiall y those who work on women's and children
cases are very tired. The participants also agreed that lack of fac ilities like transportation, affects
the police officers' attitude towards the cases they are handling. The knowledge and scope of
GBY they have also determines their response to that violence.
For instance MP7 said that he and his friend found a man trying to rape a mentally retarded girl
but they did not bring him to the station because he has not done it and he was drunk.
According to Logan, et.a l (2006), there is a general trend that treatment, rather than sanctions,
was more appropriate for GBY offenses compared to other offenses; especially, domestic
violence offenses. It is also explained that officers reported a preference to handle GBY,
especially, domestic violence cases with mediation rather than arrest.
It is also the finding of the FGD with the male po li ce officers that they mostly take care of GBY
cases especiall y, those related to street gi rl s, commercial sex workers and domestic violence by
reconciling the victims with the accused.
Even though it cannot be generali zed for all police officers in the Sub-City, it is the finding of
the research that police officers' attitude towards wo men is a replication of the societal value,
which is patriarchal. Though, their opinion about perception towards victims is found to be as
authoritative, their practical perception is of seeing victim s as suspect.
To come to the point, even though the decisions of the police towards GBY is different for
i

different po li ce officers, since it is hard to get evidence of GBY crimes due to lack of adequate
facility to do so, the decision about how to handle GBY cri mes depends on the police officers'
attitude towards GBY; which in turn depend s on the understanding of the scope and criminality
ofGBY, their attitude towards women and gi rl s and their attitude towards victims ofGBY. Since
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the police officers application and scope of GBY criminality is mostly related to the sexual type
of GBY only; their attitude toward s women and girls being not positive in that they view women
and girls as subordinate to men and boys; considering some of the victims as suspects, blaming
them for the vio lence they experienced and even being the perpetrators in some cases; it can be
argued that the police officers do not have positive attitude towards decreasing GBY crimes.
Thus, the police officers under study, especially those who are directl y related to GBY, do not
have the attitude that enhances the report rate and decrease prevalence rate of GBY.

4.5.4 Gender Difference in Police Officers' Attitudes towards GBV
Despite the long period of time since women have achieved formal integration into police
organizations, their numbers in the force remain relati vely low (Poteyeva, 2009:5 12).
Various studies indicate that, the effect of gender has been debated and is deemed inconsistent. It
is socially expected that because of their fem inine nature women are caring and understanding
than men. The findings of the focus group discussions also reveal thi s social role expectation.
For instance, MP2 said (he women care more because they think and say what

if it was me

besides, women are caring by nalure. FP7 added; the women cannot turn her back on the wound
she knows very well.

FP4 further explai ned that women cannot help but feel belongingness

towards their own gender and therefore are best in handling GBV cases besides; they are strict
in doing their jobs properly.
However, they also talked from experience that it is eas ier to talk about "taboo" words with the
male than the female po lice officers because, as MP7 explains it, the Ethiopian culture gives
more right to men than women to violate norms. FP3 's statement also supports thi s idea;

sometimes female police officers are ashamed of saying explicit words in explaining what
happened (0 GBV viclims.
It is also the researcher's finding that in spite of the societal expectation that the victims
sometimes prefer to ta lk to male police officers than the fem ale ones. In addition to that, the
fema le police officers are fou nd to be more insistent, raise their voice usually, and sometimes
seem too tired to be interested in handling anything . From a recent research conducted by Ivan
Sun, Doris Chu (2008) to asses if po lice men and police women differ in their job related
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attitudes toward s violence or not, it is found out that the police officers under study, police
women show stronger support for aggressive enforcement than policemen and that police women
are perceived more concerned and have a better trust in the society as a result.
The female FGD discussants agreed that even though male police officers are easily corrupted,
they are the ones that are more caring and ready to go further in trying to handle GBV cases like
for example when there is no transpo rtation to use to go to the place where GBV crime was
committed, it is the male police officers than the female who are willing to pay their money for
transport or to walk to investigate the case.
In short, their gender role and the way they are socialized make female police officers be
preferable by some victims ofGBV . The resu lt of the FGDs also show that some police officers
agree on fema le police officers having a relatively positive attitude compared to male police
officers in that they are strict about their job, they do not harass community members like the
male police officers do, and they understand women's body and problems related to women's
physic better than male police officers. However, it cannot be concluded that one of the genders
has a more positive attitude toward s GBV compared to the other, which calls for further research
about the issue.

79

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
The main objective of the study is to investigate police officers' attitude towards gender-based
violence in Kirkos Sub-City, Addis Ababa. To attain this objective both primary and secondary
data co llection methods were used. The secondary data were gathered through critical review of
related conceptual, theoretical , empirical studies as well as policies at the international, regional
and national level s.
The primary data were coll ected through quantitative and qualitative methods. The survey
questionnaire was used to gather the relevant quantitative data which were analyzed through
statistical techniques such as percentage, mean, med ian and standard deviation. The qualitative
data were gathered through focus group discussions (FGDs), in-depth interviews with victims,
key informants and police officers. Finally, the findings of the study were thematically organized
and analyzed through triangulation of various data sources to increase the validity and reliability
of the findings of the study.

5.1 Summary of Major Findings
The major finding s of the study are summari zed as follows:
•

As can be inferred from the findings of the study, the attitude of police officers towards
the definition of GBV applied by the po lice officers is neutral with calculated mean value
of 22.17 compared to mean va lue of 2 1; whereas, their attitude towards UN definition of
GBV, which is an all-encompassing definition, is positive with a calculated mean value
of28.45 compared t021 neutral mean value. The resu lt of the qualitative study also shows
that police officers have positive attitude towards the UN definition of GBV and they
agree that all types of GBV in the UN definition should be prosecutable by law. Even
though all types of GBV crimes categorized by different UN declarations are prevalent in
all spheres of the study area, the type, scope and criminality of GBV considered
important and handled by pol ice officers as GBV crimes are limited to sexual violence.
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•

Domest ic vio lence is found to be the most prevalent and least reported crime in the study
area with the most commonl y prevalent and reported crime being rape. It is also found
that girl s below the age of 18 are mostl y affected by GBV. The social groups mostly
affected by GBV include: young girl s, wo men and girl s with low socio-economic status
andlor dependant, women and girl s who mi grated from rural parts of Ethiopia, girls and
women with disability/ies, domestic workers, street girls, commercial sex workers,
housewives, and dail y laborers. Most GBV cases in the study are not reported because of
cultural and socio-econom ic factors, shame and gui lty feelin g of victims, fear of
community, neighbors and family reactions, lack of knowledge and awareness about
issues related to GBV, lack of adequate facility for finding evidence and negative attitude
of poli ce offi cers and police offi cers' lack of training on GBV.

•

With regard to the attitude of police officers towards policing styles, the results of the
quantitati ve data show that the attitude of the police offi cers towards traditional policing
style is neutral in that they agreed to three of the six statements indicating inclination
towards traditional policing and disagreed to the rest resulting in 20.32 mean value.
Whereas their attitude towards community policing is positive in that the calculated mean
value of the statements indicating inclination to community poli cing style is 28.40. Thi s
shows that the poli ce officers prefer community policing and agree on its principles. On
the other hand, the result of the qualitative data shows that both the community police
officers in the study 'a rea and the police officers in the Women and Children's Office in
-,

._~ J

•

the Police Department -do not use community poli cing principl es in preventing and
controlling GBV c r i mes~_ ~
•

With regard to the attitude of police officers towards women in relation to hostile sexism,
the result of the quantitative data revealed that it is close to neutral with calculated mean
of 16.44 compared to 17. 50 mean value; in relation to overt sexism, police officers show
disagreement to overt sexi sm with calculated mean of 13.86 compared to 21 mean value
and they al so show disagreement to modern sexi sm having calcul ated mean of 15 .54
compared to 14 mean va lue in statements opposing modern sex ism. So, even though it
cannot be conclud ed from thi s result that the poli ce officers have positive attitude
towards women, it can be argued that they do not have sexist attitude towards women.
However, the qual itati ve-data shows that the poli ce offi cers, especiall y the male poli ce
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and they also are, in
officers, view women as subord inate to men, blame the victims,
and girls.
some cases, the perpetrators of GBV crimes committed against women
•

result shows that
In relation to the po li ce officer s' attitude, the finding of the quantitative
a slight disagreement
police office rs' attitude towards victim s as a suspect is neutral with
of 21; whereas their
shown in the calculated mean of 19.84 compared to the mean value
ent shown with a
attitude toward s victim s as an authoritative is positive with an agreem
From thi s, it can be
calcul ated mean value of 28.39 compa red to a mean value of 2 1.
erin g them more of
argued that the attitude of the police officers towards victim s is consid
researc h (KPSV1 and
as an author itative than as a suspect. However, victim s in this
that made them fee l
KPSV2) view their experi ence with the po lice officer s as a situation
conclu sion, for the
like a suspect. Even though it need s further study to draw a sound
it makes the result of
victim s who have reported their cases to the Police Department,
ed in their action.
considering victi ms as an authoritati ve just an attitude that is not render
ization. Whereas
For those victims, the police experi ence was a secondary victim
officers who can be
KPSV3 's experience illustrates that there are also different police
itative.
cross-c hecked with their practice of consid ering victim s as an author

•

be argued that even
When we consider the police officer s' attitude towards GBV, it can
nt police officers,
though the atti tude of the po lice toward s GBV is different for differe
te faci lity to do so,
since it is hard to get evidence of GBV crimes due to lack of adequa
officers' attitude
the decision about how to handle GBV crimes depend on the police
scope and criminality
toward s GBV; which, in turn, depend s on the und erstandi ng of the
e towards victims of
of GBV, their attitude toward s wome n and girl s, and their attitud
ality is mostly related
GB. Since the po lice-officers appli cation and scope of GBV crimin
_
1.-,rl s bei ng not positive
to the sex ual type o f GBV onl y, their attitude toward s wome n and gi
considering some of
in that they view wome n and girls as subordinate to men and boys;
enced and even being
the victim s as suspec ts, blam ing them for the violence they experi
officers do not have
the perpetrators in some cases; it can be argued that the pol ice
officer s under study,
positive attitud e toward s decreasing GBV crimes. Thus, the police
at .
especiall y those who are directl y related to GBV, do not have an
the report rate and decreases the prevalence rate ofGB V.
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Looking at gender differences in police officers' attitude towards GBV, their gender role
and the way they are sociali zed make female police officers to be preferable by some
victims of GBV. The result of the FGDs also show that some police officers agree on
female police officers having a relatively positive attitude compared to male police
officers in that they are strict about their job, they do not harass community members like
the male police officers do, and they understand women's body and their problems better
than male police officers. However, it cannot be concluded that one of the genders has a
positive attitude towards GBV compared the other, which calls for further research.

5.2 Concluding Remarks
The findings of the study imply the following concluding remarks:
•

Even though GBV is prevalent in the study area, it is not adequately reported since it
affects those victims who are in a relatively lower status in terms of age, socio-economic
status and power relation s.

•

The police officers in the study area have positive attitude towards community policing
system, but they do not practice it to prevent and mitigate GBV crimes.

•

There is no clear geIidet: difference in the attitude of police officers towards GBV.
Therefore, additional stuc:lY needs to be done to further investigate the issue.

•

The type and scope of GBV criminality considered as important and hand led by police
officers is sexual violence.

•

Po lice officers have neither sex ist attitude nor positive attitude towards women.

•

It cannot be concluded that the police officers' attitude towards victims is more of an
authoritative than a suspect because there are also evidences that they consider victims as
suspects, which also needs further investigation.

,

•

The police officers irt'th~ study area do not have positive attitude towards mitigating and
preventing GBV. Therefore, trainings on GBV need to be given for police officers to
improve their understanding about the scope and criminality of GBV and their attitude
towards victims and women and girls in general.
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Annex 2
Police Definition of Gender-Based Violence
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Annex 3
Traditional Policing
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Annex 4
Community Policing
30

Mean =28.40
Std. Dev. = 5078
N= 263

20"

10"

o

I

0.00

n nn r
10.00

I

20.00

30.00

CPtot

96

40.00

Annex 5
Hostile Sexism
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Overt Sexism
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Annex 7
Modern Sexism
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Annex 8
Victim as Suspect
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Annex 9
Victim as Authoritative
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Annex 10
Information Sheet and Consent Form
Research Title: Po lice Officers' Att itude toward s Gender-Based Vi olence in Kirkos Sub-C ity, Addis
Aba ba
Name oflnvestigator: Feteh Dem melash
Research Advisor: Dr. Guday Em irie
My name is Fetheh Deme lash and I am study ing at the Institute of Gender Stud ies Addis Ababa
Univers ity. You have been invited to take part in a study on Police Officers' Attitude Towards GenderBased Violence. Before yo u dec ide whether to take part, please take time to read the following
information carefu lly and fee l free to ask if you have an y question or if you wou ld like more information
or clarity.
This snrd y is conducted as a partial fulfill ment of a Master's Thesis in Institute of Gender Studies, Addis
Ababa Uni versity. It has got ethica l approval from the Ethical Rev iew Committee of the Institute of
Gender Studies of Addis Ababa University. The study is being conducted on Kirkos Sub-city Police
Department. The aim of the stud y is to explore the types and prevalence of gender-based violence and to
investigate police officers' attitude toward s it; with spec ific reference to the Police Department in Kirkos
Sub-city, Addis Ababa. That is why yo u are contacted for taking part in the study and there will be no
payment for yo ur participation.
All information that is collected about you or your respected police stations during the study will be kept
confidential, and yo ur names will never be mentioned in any analysis and reporting of findin gs, unless
yo u give yo ur consent to do so. Please be in formed tha t participation in this study is purely volu ntary. If
you wish not to partici pate or to di scontinue the inte rview at any time, yo u can. However, the information
yo u give is hi ghl y va lu ab le to the study. If you choose not to participate in the study, or if you choose to
participate but later choose to withdraw, this wi II not in any way have negati ve consequences in you or
yo ur respected pol ice stations. And th is interview will take abo ut 60 to 120 minutes.
Thank yo u for yo ur time and kind cooperati on in adva nce.
I confirm that I have been given a full explanation of the study and that I have read and understood the
information sheet. I voluntari ly agree to take part in the stud y.

Signature: _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _
Date: _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ __ _
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Annex 11
Date: _ __ __ __

I. Police Officer Attitudinal Questionnaire
General Introduction: The purpose of the questionnaire is to gather information related to "Po lice
Officers' Att itude Towards Gender-Based Violence in Kirkos Sub-City, Addi s Ababa". The data to be
coll ected from thi s qu estionnaire wi ll be used only for the purpose of ed ucational research. Vour
responses will be kept confidential and you will not be asked to disclose your identity. I kindly req uest
you to participate in this study vo luntarily. The quality of this study depends on your genuine response.
Directions:
First, you will be asked a few demographic questions, please circle the appropriate answer or write
answer when provided with the space to do so. Secondly, you will be asked a series of questions
regarding your attitudes about vict im s, women, police role, and Gender Based Violence (GBV). For each
statement, circle on ly one opt ion.

Police Officer Demographic Information
MaieD

Sex
Female D

Educational Background
Primary
D
Secondary
D
Diploma
D
Degree
D

Place of Birth

Age

-Years of Police Experience
Under I year
1-3 years
0
4-6 years
0
7-9 years
10& 10years 0

D
0

Other:
Monthly Salary (birr)
<1000
1000-1 500
1500-2000
2000-2500
2500-3000
>3000

Marital Status
. Have no partner
Have boy/girlfri end
_
l\iIarried
- -.......;,
Separated
Divorced
----Widowed
Other: -----------------------Have you ever handl ed a GBV __ _Have you ever known a victi m
case?
of GBV persona lly?
No
No
ves O
Yes D

c:J
c:J
c:J
c:J
c:J
c:J

D
D
D
D

B

0

Have you ever repolted a GBV
crime aga inst yourself?
Yes O

NOO

0

Have you ever been formally
accused of G BV?
Yes
NOO

0

103

Religion
Orthodox
Muslim
Protestant
Catholic
No reli gion
Other:

D
D
D
D
D

List Professional Trainings
Attended:

Have you ever been the victim of
GBV?
Yes
NOO

0

Have you ever committed GBV?
Ves

0

NO

Circle the option which best describes your opinion. You will have the following options:
I

Strongly
Disagree

2

3

4

Disagree

Somewhat
Disagree

Somewhat
Agree
Strongly

Question

N

o

5

Disa gree

When women are won by men in a fair
compet iti on, women sometimes complain
about being di scriminated against.

2

Police need to be skepti ca l of what citizens
tell them .

3

Given that Ethi opia is signatory to the
Convention on the elim inat ion of all forms
of Discriminat ion Against Women
(CEDA W), police officers should
prosecute offenders accord ing to the
United Nations (UN) definition of GBV.

4

If the victim is married to the offend er, the
victim wi ll retract their comp laint.

5

Women are equally capable of thinking
logically as men.

6

The poli ce are one department among
many public serv ice agencies respon sible
for improving the qua li ty of life for
citizens of the com muni ty.

7

Police officers shou ld not involve in
domestic disputes between husband and
."
wifu.

:1 "i 1;

Irrespective of background, vicfims have a
complex understa nding of wliai oct u-r~ed
during the reported incident. --,-. "i "

9
10
II

Strongly
Agree
Some
what
Disa~ree

I.

8

Disagree

6

Discrimination aga in st womeri ·is no longer
·----a problem in Add is Ababa.
The primary measurement of pol ice
efficiency should be arrest rates.
Trafficking, marital rape, and unwanted
kiss ing shoul d be classified as GBV
crimes.
.c.;( .
'-'-";:J
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Agree

Agre

Some

e

what

agree

Strong ly
agree

12

Only cases with a witness and/or a visib le
injury are worth investigating.

13

Women sometimes exaggerate problems
they have at work.

14

The role of the po li ce is to so lve probl ems.

15

Police officers are overwhelmed w ith
enough work a lready and sho uld
selectively prosecute G BV cases.

16

Women who report do mest ic vio lence but
do not ha ve a witness shotild be considered
as a legitimate source of information.

17

Women, genera lly, are not as smart as
men.

18

The foc us of the police should be on
incidents, not on problems and concern s of
citizens.

19

Forced prostitution is a crimin al act and
prosecutable by legal in st ituti ons.

20

Victi ms bend the tru th to place blame on
the suspect.

21

Women often do not get good jobs.due to
.
sexual discriminatio n.

22

The hi ghest priorities of the police shou ld
be whatever problems disturb the
community most.

23

Abduction, rape, homosexua lity, female
genital mutilation (FGM), and earl y
marriage are a comprehensive definition
for GBV.

24

It is difficult for vict ims to speak 'o ut loud
the things that have been done to them.

---- ..-..
• . , .-

"'~

----.::.. .:.: L~~

.

I

____ _ .

'f"

25

Women ofte n become upset by ,il1Jlocent
remarks or acts.

26

I am assert ive and con tro llin g while
serving as a po lice offi cer.

27

Battery of women should be a punishab le
cri me in Ethiopia.

28

Victims often provoke their offend er

-- ---.----.---

.....

..
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"-

. .--

~

through bad behavior.
29

I would be eq ua lly comfortab le having a
wo man or a man as a boss.

30

The essential nature of police
accountabil ity is to community needs.

31

Women who com plain of unwanted
touching and ki ssing are ofte n
exaggerating the situati o n.

32

Victims who come in severa l days after an
incident shou ld be consid ered legitimate.

33

Women are too easi ly offended .

34

Police should on ly deal with G BV cases
when there is no other rea l po lice work to
do.

35

The physical injury of a person due to their
gender should be c lassified as both GBV
and physica l assa ult.

36

V ictims who have been battered by the ir
acquaintances must have do ne someth in g
wrong.

37

Women shou ld occupy 50% of positions
across all profess ions, wo rkin g a longside
men.

38

Police should refer citizens to rele va nt
counseling or shelter services.--·-

39

Rape of a virg in is a more serious cri me
than rape of a non-virg in.

40

When a victi m need s immed iate medi cal
attention, pol ice officers should assist them
in getting the he lp they need prev ious to
-gathering detai ls of the case.

41

A woman sho uld not expect to go exactly
th e same places or have quite the sam e
freedom of action as .y. man. _._-_. -

--_.,.'-

a

42

)

-

,

The ro le of the po lice adniini sii-atio ri is to
provide the necessary ru les and pol icy
- '._---directives.

-

43

I

~\'
\IV
~ .
f '

-

'"
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Demean ing verba l assaults ma y be equated
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to a GBV crime.

44

Women and gi rls who are raped most
likely put themselves in the situation.

45

It is easy to understa nd why women's
groups, such as EWLA and the Wo men's
Bureau, contin ue to be concerned about
wo men in the Ethiopi an society.

46

Prosecution is one too l among many
availabl e to police offi cers.

47

Offens ive comments toward an indiv idual
should not be prosecutable.

48

Show ing care and support fo r victims helps
get better in fo rmat io n about GBV cases.

49

Women receive undese rved special
treatment under the pretext of equality.

50

There are man y j obs in which men should
be given preference over women in being
hired and promoted.

51

Society has reached a po int where wo men
and men have equal opportun ities for
achievement .

..-:- .....

::.
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Annex 12
Questionnaire Coding Guide
Attitudes towards Women (15)
I) Hostile Sexism (5)

I. When women are won by men in a fair competition, women sometimes complain about being
discriminated against.
13. Women sometimes exaggerate problems they have at work.
25 . Women often become upset by innocent remarks or acts.
33. Women are too easily offended.
49. Women receive undeserved special treatment under the pretext of equality.
II) Overt Sexism (5)
5. Women are equally capable of thinking logically as men.
17. Women, generally, are not as smm1 as men.
29. I wou ld be equa lly comf0l1ab ie having a woman or a man as a boss.
37. Women shou ld occupy 50% of positions across all professions, working alongside men.
41 . A woman should not expect to go exactly the same places or have quite the same freedom of action
as a man.

50. There are many jobs in wh ich men should be given preference over women in being hired and
promoted.
III) Modern Sexism (5)

9. Discrimination against women is no longer a problem in Addis Ababa.
21. Women often do not get good jobs due to sexual discrimination .
45. It is easy to understand why women's groups, such as EWLA and the Women's affair bureau

continue to be concerned about women in the Ethiopian soc iety.
51. Society has reached a point where women and men have equa l opportunities for achievement.

Police Role (12)
I) Traditional Policing (6)

2.
10.
IS.
26.
34.
42.

Police need to be skeptical of what citizens tell them.
The primary measurement <'>f'p"orice efficiency should be arrest rates.
The focus of the ponce sR3;:lld: be on incidents, not on problems and concerns of citizens.
I am assertive and controllillg while serv ing as a police officer.
Police should on ly dearwitl,' C13V cases when there is no other rea l police work to do.
The role of the police administration is to provide the necessary rules and policy directives.

II) Community Policing (6)

6. The police are one depir6ilenfanlong many public service agencies responsible for improving the
quality of li fe for citizens of the community.
14. The role of the police is to solve problems.
22. The highest priorities of the police should be whatever problems disturb the community most.
30. The essentia l nature of police accountability is to community needs.
3S. Police shou ld refer victim s to relevant counseling or she lter services.
46. Prosecution is one tool among many available to police officers.
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Sco pe and Criminality of GBV (12)
I) Support of UN Definition (6)
3. Given that Eth iopia is signatory to the Conventi on on the Elimination of All fo rms of
Di scrimi natio n Agai nst Women (CEDA W), Police officers should prosecute offenders according to
the Un ited Nations definition ofGBV.
II . Trafficking, marita l rape, and unwanted kissing should be classified as GBV crimes.
19. Forced prostitut ion is a criminal act and prosecutable by lega l in stitutions.
27. Battery of women should be a pun ishable cri me in Ethiopia.
35. The phys ical injury ofa person due to their gender should be c lassified as both GBVand physical
Assau lt.
43 . Demeaning verba l assau lts may be equated to a GBV cri me.
11 ) Support of Police Definition for Prosecution (6)
7. Police officers sho uld not involve in do mestic disputes between husband and wife.
15. Po lice officers are overwhe lmed with enough work already and should selectively prosecute GBV
cases.
23. Abd uction, rape, hom osexuality, female genital muti lation (FGM), and early marriage are a
comprehensive definition fo r GBV.
31. Women who comp lain of unwa nted touc hing and kissi ng are often exaggerating the situation .
39. Rape of a virg in is a more serious cri me than rape of a non-virgin .
47. Offensive comments toward an individual should not be prosecutab le.

Perception of Victim (12)
I) Victim as Suspect and Uncoo perative (6)
4. If the victim is ma rried to the offender, the victim will retract their compla int.
12. Only cases w ith a.witnessand/or a visible injury are worth investigating.
20. V ictims bend the truth to place blame on the suspect.
28. Victim s often provoke the ir offeli'der through bad behavior.
36. Victim s who have been battered by the ir acquaintances must have done something wrong.
44. Women and girls who are rap'ed most li kely put themselves in the situation.
II) Victim as Authority and Knowledgeable (6)
8. Irrespective of background, victims have a complex understanding of what occurred during the
- .~.
reported inc ident. -,
16. Women who report d omestic violence but do not ha ve a witness should be considered as a
"'-11 ! ~ •
. ~ .legitimate sou rce'.of in formation.
24. It is difficult for'vlHiins to Spea\ Ollt loud the things that have been done to them.
days after an inc ident should be cons idered legitimate.
32. Victims who cOlne""
40. When a victim needs immediate medica l attention, po lice officers should assist them in getting the
help they need previous to gathering detai ls of the case.
48. Showing care and supporrfor Victims helps get better information about GBV cases.
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Annex 13
I. Focus Group Discussion (FGD) Guide for Police officers
General Introduction: The purpose of the FGD is to gather information related to "Po li ce Officers'
Attitude towards Gender Based Violence in Kirkos Sub-City, Addis Ababa". The data to be collected
from this FGD will be used only for educat ional research purpose. Your responses will be kept
confidentia l. So, I kindly request you to participate in this study voluntarily. The quality of this study
depends on your genuine response. I wo uld also like to ask you r consent to record yo ur voice through
tape recorder because it is hard to jot down your discussions.
Date: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Place: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Focus Group Discussion Questions

I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
I I.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

What does gender-based vio lence (GBV) mean to you?
What is the prevalence ofGBV in you r police station?
Is there a difference between the rep0l1ed rate of GBV and its actual occurrence?
If there is a difference, what do yo u think brought that difference?
What is done for victim s who repol1 GBV crime?
For what type of GBV is more attention given? Why?
Do yo u think all GBV crimes must be dealt with? Jfyes, why? Ifno, why not?
Do you think there is an increase in the repol1ing of GBV? If yes, why do you think it increased?
If no, why do you think it did not?
How do people act when they come to repol1 GBV cases? Why do you think they act the way
they do?
Who are the v ict ims ofGBV mostly? Why do you think that is?
Who are the perpetrators?
What do yo u think ca use_s GBV against wo men and girls?
Do yo u think Pro-arrest is advantageo us (helpful) in investigating GBV crimes?
Is there a difference jn treating and handling GBV cases between male and female police
officers?
What should be'done in order to decrease GBV?
Do you have any additional -idea or opin ion about the issue at hand?

Thank you for your time and kind cooperation
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Annex 14
Date: _ _ _ __

In-depth Interview Guide Questions for victims
General Introduction: The purpose of the intervi ew is to gather inform ation related to "Police Officers'
Attitude Towards Gender-Based Violence in Kirkos Sub-C ity, Addis Ababa". The data to be collected
from this interview will be used only for educati onal research purpose. Your responses will be kept
confidential. So, I kindly request you to pal1icipate in this study voluntarily. The quality of this study
depends on you r genuine response. I would also like to ask your consent to record your vo ice through
tape recorder beca use it is hard to jot down your discuss ions.
In-Depth Interview Questions
I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
I I.
12.
13.
14.
15 .
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

When did yo u first come here?
What made you come here?
Te ll me what happened to you sta!1in g from the beginning?
What do you think caused what happened to you?
How many times has this happened to you?
Have you ever felt blamed for what happened?
If so, by whom and why do you think they blame you?
Have you or anyone else ever reported the crime to the police?
If not, why?
Jf yes, how did you first report your case?
What were the procedures taken when you reported the crime comm itted against you?
What gender was the police officer who interviewed you? What gender did you prefer? Why?
Did you know what to do or where to go after talking to the police officer?
What was the po lice officer's reacti on when you fi rst contacted himlher?
Why do you think he/s he reacted the way he/she did ?
How did you fee l after the first interview with the pol ice offi cer?
How did repeated questions of the po lice offi cer make you feel? Did the repetition help?
Did you feel safe to talk about' what happened to you to the police offi cer? Why?
Did you feel tru sted by the po lice officer after tell ing him/her about what happened? Why?
How many times have') 'Olfbeeli to the police stati on?
How do you th in k police 'offi cers act usua lly when they are hand ling GBV cases? Why?
What constitutes a good police' officer for you and how would you want to be treated by a police
officer?
23. What do you think shou ld' De done to improve police offi cers' att itude towards GBV victims and
GBV?
24. What do you think should be done to decrease GBV?
25 . Do you have any additioiial idea or opinion about the issue at hand ?
- Thalik you for your time and kind cooperation!
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Annex 15
Date: _ _ _ _ _ __

Key informant Interview Guide for Police Officers
General Introd uction : The purpose of the interview is to gather in formation related to " Police Offi cers'
Attitude Towards Gender-Based Violence in Kirkos Sub-C ity, Addi s Ababa", The data to be collected
from this interv iew w ill be used only fo r educatio na l research purpose, Yo ur responses w ill be kept
confi de ntia l. So, [ ki ndl y request yo u to pmt ic ipate in this stud y vo lunta rily, The quality of this study
de pends on yo ur genuine response, [ wo uld a lso like to ask yo ur consent to record your voice through
tape recorder beca use it is hard to jot down yo ur discuss io ns,
Key informant Questions
I , What does gender- based violence (GBV) mean to yo u?
2, Have you ever been given training on GBV or any re lated issue?
3, Have you ever given trai ning for police officers about GBV?
4, What is th e preval ence of GBV in your police station or in th e sub-city?
5, Is there a difference between the reported ra te of GBV and its actua l occurre nce?
6, If there is a difference, what do yo u think brought that difference?
7, Do yo u think there is an increase in the reporting of GBV? [f yes, why do yo u think it increased?
[f no, why do you th ink it did not?
8, What type of GBV crim e is mostl y repolted to the sub-c ity?
9, For what type of G BV is more attention given by po lice offi cers? Why?
10, Who are th e victims of Gende r based violence mostl y? Why?
I I, Who are th e perpetrato rs?
12, What do yo u thin k causes GBV aga inst wo men and girl s?
13, What procedures are followed in investi gatin g and taki ng measures in cases ofGBV ?
14, How do po lice offi cers react to victi ms reporting GBV crimes?
15, How do peo ple act when they come to report GBV cases? Wh y do you think they act the way
they do?
16, Do yo u th in k that the victims who report GBV crimes are truthful?
17, To what extent do the victim s cooperate in reporting their case and in the evidence gathering
process?
18, How do yo u prove the ra pe of a woman?
19, What happens 'if1fw6fna n 'deCides to repOit a sexual assau lt after days? How is it handled?
20, Where do yo u Take- Vict iltfs':i( t11ei(go ing back home is a danger to them or if they needed med ical
o r psychological lfssi'snrnce?"""- .
2 1, Do com me rcial se)( , worke'rS re port GBV? [f not, why do yo u think they don't? [f yes, what is
done for th em usuall y? '," 'c
22, Are crimes li ke marita t:fape-o r rape by a partner, stalking and the like reported?
23 , Do health ca re profess'ionals' help in GBV cases? If so, how do they he lp?
24, Do hea lth professiona ls repolt health cases of GBV that they encounter thro ugh the ir practice?
25, Is there a difference in tl:eating and hand ling GBV cases between ma le and fema le poli ce
offi cers? How are they d iffe rent or the same?
26, Which part of the society is mo re vu lnera ble to G BV? Wh y?
27, What do community poli ce offi cers do?
28, Are com mun ity po li ce offi cers doi ng anything with regard to GBV? [fso, what are they do ing?
29, What has been"do ne to' preven t GBV in th e sub-city?
30, What do yo u think should be done to improve o r rei nfo rce the attitude of po lice offi cers towards
GBV victi ms and GBV?
3 I, Do yo u have1i'iiyadd itiona l idea or opini on abo ut the issue at hand?
Th allI< yo u fo r yo ur tim e and kind coope rati on!
.• ",L
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